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CHAPTER  I. 

A,  D.  1613-1614.     ^TAT.  54. 

TTR  question  uf  calling  a  new  pHrliiiinent.  which  hud 
been  poatponeU  in  the  prectiJing  Mimmoi\*  does  not  ap- 
pear to  hiive  been  lormuUy  iigreed  upon  in  Council  till 
tho  middle  of  February.  Hut  I  think  th»»  King  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  it  before.  A  lett^ir  of  Bacon's, 
which  datoB  itself  by  a  reference  to  the  rejoicings  upon 
tho  birth  of  the  King's  gmmh-liild  as  written  not  long 
after  the  9tli  of  January,  101:^-14,  sliows  that  before 
thst  time  the  King  had  been  speaking  with  him  about 
til'  ttory   m«asur(«,   luid  had    also    bpen    in  cdm- 

roiM  witli  **  thoso  gentlemen  which   professed  to 

do  him  Berme  in  Parliament  ;** — who  could  he  no 
other  than  Sir  Honry  Neville  and  lus  party  ;  afterwards 
known  as  the  ^"^  Undertakers."  It  shows  also  (which  is 
a  toot  of  some  importance)  that  though  desirous  to  make 
t}ie  b«>$t  of  their  services,  Baoon  himself  augured  Utile 
good  from  their  intervention. 


TO  TnE  icrNO. 


r 

^M  It  JIAT  PLEASE  YOUR  MOST  EXCEIXBNT  M.,  —  I  most 
^H  hambly  pray  your  M.  to  receive  into  your  royal  remem- 
^M  >  Sw  rol.  t.,  tt.  087. 

^H^  TOU  II. 


2  ..l  -"'XlflTER  TO  THE  KING.  [Book  V. 

brance^-tliittVne  point  whereof  you  spake  unto  me  :  which 
is 'this  ;*^  put  but  this  case  to  those  gentlemen  which 
••j^ofras  to  do  you  service  in  Parliament,  and  desire  (as 
i*hey  say)  but  to  have  some  matter  whereupon  to  work: 
If  your  M.  be  resolved  not  to  buy  and  sell  this  Parlia- 
ment, but  to  perform  the  part  of  a  King,  and  not  of  a 
merchant  or  contractor,  what  they  can  desire  or  propound 
for  the  satdsfaction  and  comfort  of  your  people. 

Of  this  three  uses  may  be  made. 

First,  If  they  fall  upon  an  answer  as  to  say,  That  the 
Parliament  is  so  now  in  taste  with  matters  of  substance 
and  profit,  as  it  is  in  vain  to  think  to  draw  them  on  but 
by  some  offer  of  that  nature,  then  for  my  part  I  shall 
little  esteem  their  service  if  they  confess  themselves  to 
be  but  brokers  for  bargains. 

Secondly,  if  they  do  devise  and  propound  anything 
that  is  fit,  then  that  it  be  followed  and  pursued,  because 
they  are  likest  to  be  in  love  with  their  own  child,  and  to 
nourish  it. 

Thirdly,  if  they  show  good  will  to  devise  some  such 
thing,  but  that  their  invention  prove  barren,  in  that  their 
proposition  be  not  such  but  that  better  may  be  found, 
th^n  that  they  may  be  holpen  by  some  better  proposi- 
tion from  your  M,  whereupon  they  may  work. 

This,  because  time  runneth,  I  beseech  your  M.  may  be 
put  unto  them  by  some  such  means  as  your  M.  is  pleased 
to  use,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  most  humbly  pray  your  M.  also  to  take  into  consid- 
eration, that  it  may  be  inconvenient  for  your  M.  to  have 
a  Parliament  in  England  and  a  Parliament  in  Ireland  at 
one  time.  And  therefore  I  do  wist  that  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  (when  time  shall  be)  may  upon  some  occasion 
fitly  taken  be  put  off.  For  I  beseech  your  M.  to  observe 
this  argument  furder  :  That  the  unsettled  business  of 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  is  a  just  ground  for  the  Par- 
liament of  England  to  furnish  your  M.  with  treasure  in 
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&mnem  €venlum.  And  on  the  other  side  the  loving  and 
frank  proceeding  with  you  by  your  Parliament  of  Eng- 
hu)d  will  daunt  tlie  ill  aHectt^d  part  ot  tlie  Parliiinient  of 
kJroland. 

H  your  M.  Iiiul  heard  anil  seon  the  thunder  of  the  bells 

id   the  lightning  of  the   bontires  for  your  gi'iindchild, 

rou  would  say  tliere  is  little  cause  to  doubt  (lie  affections 

^of  th«  people  of  England  in  purU  naturalibus.     God  pre- 

Isene  your  Majesty.     I  rvst 

Your  M/a  most  bounden  servant, 

Fit.  Bacx)N. 

What  particular  communications  passed  botweon  the 
[King  and  the  **  Undertakers,"  I  have  not  been  able  to 
Idi8oovi*r.     Hut  there  is  some  reason  to  buHevu  that  he  put 
[to  them  tlie  question  which  Bacon  sugp;osted  ;  that  they 
!in  reply  submitted  to  him  their  proposition  ;  and  tliat  ho 
frefem'd  it  tn  his  Learned  Counsel  for  their  report.     It 
is  oFTtain  that  some  proposition  relative  to  the  coming 
parliament,  ami  involvinEj  a  variety  of  questions,  was  re- 
ferred to  them  by  the  King  some  time  before  the  ITtli 
lof  February  ;  and  it  is  not  likely  to  have  oou)©  from  the 
ICouncil  of  State,  because  it  was  not  till  th«^  Itith  that 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  made  up  their  minds  to  recom- 
imend  the  ciiUing  of  a  Parliament  at  all.     The  Learned 
ICounsel  aAked  leave  to  di'livor  their  report  by  word  of 
Inionth  ;  which  I  presume  they  did  ;  though  no  record  re- 
mains of   what  passed  at  the  interview. 

But  in  thn  Council  of  State  in  the  mean  time  the  dis- 
Isentient  f»arty  hud  at  hist  given  way.     A  resolution  had 
[been  passed  that  it  wns  expedient  to  call  a  Parliament 
I  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.     With  that  view  tJiA  peti- 
tion of  grievances  had  been  perused,  and  a  selection  made 
Mtf  those  which   might  without  prejudice   be  reiln-ased. 
And  in  a  list  which  has  been  preserved  of  the  titles  of 
several  bills  to  be  drawn  or  to  be  ftirther  consulted  upon. 
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we  may  trace  the  i-esultant  of  the  vurloua  forces  that 
were  tutting  upon  the  goventoient. 

The  first  eight  of  thuso  being  described  as  bills  to  be 
drawn  '■'■  upun  certain  of  the  propositions  exhibiWd  imto 
his  Majesty,**  I  take  them  to  be  the  praoticul  rssalt  of 
the  King's  communications,  first  with  the  "  Undertak- 
ers,*'  and  lifterwnrds  with  his  Learned  Counsel;  the 
^*  propositions  exhibited  unto  his  Majeaty  "  being  those 
whicli  they  hatl  submitted  in  answer  to  the  question 
which  by  Bacon's  adviitc  he  had  put  to  them  :  the  ^*  bills 
to  be  drawn  **  npon  them  being  the  **  following  and  pursu- 
ing" by  the  government  of  snch  of  them  iw  were  reported 
by  the  Learned  Ciiunsel  to  be  *^fit;**  while  the  remainder 
of  the  list,  —  consisting  of  bills  to  be  drawn  "  upon  other 
heads  besides  those  that  were  propounded^*^  of  '^  aeoret 
bills,"  and  of  ''  other  bills  to  be  propounded^  not  yet  con- 
sulted npon,"  —  representa  probably  the  policy  of  the 
regular  advisers  of  the  government,  and  the  measures 
which  they  thought  it  expedient  to  urge,  or  to  oflfor,  or 
to  acquiesce  in. 

In  this  list  will  be  found  most  of  the  measures  sug- 
gested by  the  petition  of  grievances,  or  forming  part  of  the 
'•  retribution  "  offered  in  the  Great  Contract,  or  brought 
forward  independently  by  Bacon  himself  in  Parliuraeut 
or otheiTvise,  in  the  interest  of  the  Commonwealth;  raea&- 
urea  for  the  removal  or  mitigation  of  the  various  incon- 
venieuoes  and  vexations  arising  out  of  the  old  feudal  ten- 
ures; measures  for  the  suppression  of  practices  injurious 
to  society,  such  as  piracy  and  dueling  ;  measures  for  the 
protection  and  encouragement  of  tnide  and  commerce, 
according  to  the  political  economy  of  that  day ;  measures 
for  the  better  and  cheaper  administration  of  justice,  for 
the  furtherance  of  colonization,  for  the  suppression  of 
abuses  in  various  kinds,  and  fur  enforcing  by  atiitute-law 
injunctions  or  proliibitiuuK,  believe<l  to  be  salutary,  but 
for  which  admouitiona  by  Royal  Proclamation  were  not 
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only  ineffvotuaJ,  for  want  of  penalties  that  conld  be  le- 
;orced  in  case  of  rJiaohciiionce,  but  miaobierous, 
of  die  jwilouay  wlncb  they  excited  and  the  pre- 
teamoQft  which  they  st^euiwl  to  imply.  And  if  we  may 
take  th«  tiUf^  (btiiiig  all  we  hnve)  iis  indicating  the  poU 
[icy  and  intentioua  of  the  goveriniient,  it  is  iinpoBsiblii,  I 
think,  to  hH>k  through  the  list  without  feeling  that,  how- 
Bfer  the  want  of  money  may  have  been  the  immudiHte 
occasion  of  calling  this  Parliament,  it  wue  not  the  leaa 
called  for  die  dispulch  of  divei-a  weighty  affairs  affecting 
the  great  interests  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  If  the  Par- 
liament ctmld  have  met  the  government  in  a  correapond- 
ing  spirit,  t)io  result  might  have  been  a  session  memom^ 
bU  to  after  times  for  the  namber  of  good  laws  enacted 
in  it. 

There  were  rocks  in  the  way,  however,  which  it  re- 
quired discreet  steering  to  avoid.  Ou  the  subject  of  Im- 
pomtiunSf  the  ICiug,  in  his  answer  to  the  petition  of  tlie 
Commons  on  the  10th  of  Jidy,  IfilO,  though  he  had  con- 
ceded a  gn^t  dejii,  had  not  conceded  enough  to  satisfy 
them.  The  Bcantiness  of  the  supply  which  they  then 
to  vi>t<3  was  ascribed  essentially  to  their  ro- 
of his  resolution  to  maintain  the  existing  im- 
poiittoiu  tM  InAt  arranged  by  Salisbury,  even  tlkougU 
impiinied  with  a  premise  to  impose  no  more ;  —  a 
ilution  whif^h  he  hiul  since  reitenitfHl.^  Now  I  do  not 
^d  that  anything  had  occurred  since  ItilO  to  raakc  that 
t  -asier  of  strttleinent.     For  I  cannot  think  that 

)!  ;  >  u  which  seemB  to  h;ive  been  urged  by  Sir 
Henry  Nerilh*  W(.>nld  have  answered  the  purpose;  namely, 
that  u  grunt  nhould  be  made  Ui  the  King  for  hia  life  by 
Parliaraent  of  the  existing  inip«>aitioD8 :  ainc«  it  was  rec- 
onunooded  ou  the  very  ground  that  it  would  make  no 
Hubbtantiid  difference  in  either  of  the  points  which  were 
niuflt  Htix)d  upon ;  either  the  constitutional  question  of 
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the  right  to  impose,  which  was  a  matter  of  immeuse  im- 
portjuice  for  the  future,  or  in  the  acttial  pressure  of  the 
tax,  which  waa  the  imiiiediatu  gri^vituce.  So  that  if  thoy 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  King's  ofTer  in  1610  to  "  as- 
aent  to  an  act  by  which  hia  power  shonlil  be  suspended 
from  imposing  any  more  upon  merchandises  without  con- 
sent of  Parliament,*  it  is  ditUoult  to  conceive  why  they 
should  have  been  better  satisfied  now  with  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  by  Neville.  With  regard  again  to  the 
Ecclesiastical  Grievances,  which  were  left  very  much  as 
they  were,  I  do  not  find  that  anything  had  happened 
either  to  make  the  people  foi^et  them  or  to  reconcile 
the  King  to  their  removal.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
"  Undertakers  "  had  any  measure  on  this  head  to  recom- 
mend. For  though  Mr.  Gardiner  has  '•'•  little  doubt  that 
if  Neville  had  been  called  on  to  speak  plainly,  he  would 
have  pointed  to  the  ecclesiastical  grievances  as  those 
which  it  waa  most  necessary  to  redress,"  yet  as  ho  was 
not  restricted  to  the  answering  of  questions  asked,  but 
delivering  himself  of  a  piece  of  free  and  voluntary  ad- 
vice, and  professing  to  ofFor  as  complete  a  collection  as 
he  could  of  the  *'  things  which  luid  been  by  several  men 
dedred  to  be  obtained  of  his  Maje.aty  for  the  good  of  his 
people,*'  and  as  he  made  no  mention  whatever  of  eoole- 
stastioid  grievance's  either  in  the  memorial  or  the  collec- 
tion which  accompanied  it, — if  we  may  not  infer  that 
they  were  nnt  the  grievances  which  seemed  to  him  to 
stand  most  in  need  of  redress,  we  must  at  least  conclude 
that  he  had  no  practical  measure  of  redress  to  suggest. 

With  combustibles  of  this  kind  lying  so  nwir  the  sur- 
face, and  so  ready  to  take  fire,  a  safe  passage  could  only 
be  secured  by  more  discreet  behavior  on  both  sides  than 
in  their  present  tamper  could  well  be  expected  from 
either.     But  the  experiment  was  to  be  made. 

The  writs  were  out  before  the  end  of  February ;  and 
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dnring  Marcli  nil  Knglnml  wati  busy  with  the  election  of 

1        '        Jirwl  bur^S9f'>i  far  a  parliainentiirj'  campaign  in 

H'stiiitiH  were  to  be  dealt  with  that  were  int<;reat- 

,ng  to  ererybody.     Bacfin,  wc  have  secn^  though  far  from 

liinkiiig  that  such  a  business  ought  tti  be  left  to  chanot?, 

ithout  ftny  caw.  taken  tt:>  proninte  the  election  of  the 

ter  aort  of  c;tndidates  nr  hindvr  that  of  the  worse,  hiwl 

rthelesa  wiimcd  the  King  against  ''  brigues  and  can- 

which,  he  Huid,  "would   but  incivjisc  animosities 

oppoftitions/*  and  would  aUo  destroy  the  moral  valut5 

'f  Buocess  —  **  tnukinis^  whatever  should  be  done  to  b«  in 

vil  conrt'itwith  the  pe<(ple  in  general  afterwards."     But 

when  sucli  eager  p^isaions  and  such  strong  personal  in- 

lert:sts  were  enlisted  on  both  sides,  it  w:i3  impossible  to 

revent  z»nil  from  overihiwing.     There  was  u  great  deal 

canvassing,  and  tiie  eifect  of  it  upon  popular  opinion 

was  exa<^tly  what  Bsiran  anticipated,  and  showed  itself 

immediately.     As   early   as   thfs  'M   of    March  we  find 

hamberlain    reporting   to  Carleton, —  "Here   is  much 

ing  for  places   in    Parliament,  and  letters  fly  from 

persDUS  oxtmordinarily  :  wherein  muthinks  they  do 

;lie  King  no  great  «»rvice,  seeing  the  world  is  apt  to  ceu- 

ure  It  as  a  kind  of  packing."     It  is  true  that  the  in- 

rfereuce  was  not   geMurally  successful.     **  letters  and 

ountenance,"    he    writes   again   on   the    ITth,   *'  prove 

ofc  8(1   powerful  as  was  imagined,  even  In   the  meaner 

rriugtis."     But  that  did  nut  mend  the  case.     If  they 

inefTcctual,  it  wxs  becaust;  the  adverse  party  was 

atrong.     Where  they  failed  tn  overcome  opjHJsition, 

they  would  exaspenite  and  strengthen  it.     And  the  re- 

uU  of  the  election  wa^  the  return  of  a  Ilonse  of  Com- 

lotss   in  which  two  thirds  of   the  meiiihers    had  never 

n  in  Parliament  before,  —  heavy  odtU  against  order 

id  regularity,  and  that  conformity  to  aticictit  usage  by 

hich  alone  any  numerous  popular  assembly  can  bo  pro- 

rvcd  from  mere  distraction  and  confusion. 
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In  the  mcnn  time  tbe  noar  Hj)]>rotu:li  of  the  day  fixed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  new  Purliuraent  had  at  length 
forced  the  King  to  choose  a  secretary  of  atnte ;  it  being 
absolutely  necesgnry  thut  the  Governmont  should  be  rep- 
reaented  in  the  I  louse  by  somebody  wlio  was  in  a  poai- 
tion  to  lead.  And  very  unlucky  he  was,  either  in  hav- 
ing no  one  to  choose  who  knew  the  House  of  Commous, 
or  in  not  uhoosing  Huch  a  one  from  those  he  hud.  To 
commit  a  new  team  to  a  driver  to  whom  whip  and  reiua 
re  new  ia  the  way  to  be  npaet.  To  (commit  the  man- 
];emcnt  of  the  King's  business  in  a  new  House  of  Com- 
mons, elected  under  circumstances  so  novel  and  eo  ori(a- 
cnl,  to  a  man  who  had  never  seen  the  inside  of  any  House 
of  Commons  and  was  almost  a  strang«r  to  Enghind,  hav- 
ing spent  his  life  in  employments  abrc»d,  was  the  wiiy 
to  have  the  King's  business  miscarry-  And  yet  such  a 
person  was  Sir  Ralph  Winwi>od,  a  man  of  good  char- 
acter, good  abilities,  and  considerable  experience ;  who 
had  done  valuable  service  as  minister  in  France  and  in 
Holland  ;  but  whose  experience  was  not  English,  whose 
manners  were  rough  and  ungraoious,  and  who  was  so  new 
to  Parliament  that  (as  was  observed  at  the  time)  "  the 
first  person  he  heard  speak  in  thiit  ]>lace  was  himself.** 
lie  had  returned  to  England  in  Septoniber,  upon  hope 
of  the  vacant  secretaryship,  and  so  had  had  the  benefit 
of  a  half  a  year's  study  of  the  state  of  opinion  in  the 
country  :  on  the  2t)th  of  March  he  was  sworn  in :  and 
on  the  5th  of  April  he  had  to  take  his  place  in  the 
flonee  of  Commons,  as  principal  minister  of  the  Crown. 
What  with  undertakers  in  Parliament,  what  with  elec- 
tioneering in  the  country,  what  with  a  House  of  Com- 
mons containing  so  many  who  had  had  no  experience  in 
ifj*  forme  and  orders  of  ]»roceeding,  what  with  a  leader 
who  had  had  no  experience  of  the  nature  and  temper  of 
the  House, —  Hacon  must  have  begun,  before  March  waa 
out,  to  feel  anxious  about  the  issue.     Nor  conld  he  have 
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'  felt  quite  easy  aa  to  the  mRiiner  in  which  tbe  King  would 
^gPt  throripK  hia  own  part  ;  which  though  very  fit  for  him 
Lto  Iwirii,  wjis  not  one  for  whiob  nature  had  aocoaiplifllied 
Ihim.  To  RARnme  an  air  of  personal  iiidiffurenoe  to  mRt- 
ftbout  which  he  yn\a  in  fiict  extremuly  iiTid  rejisoiiii- 
[  h\y  saxious.  was  not  nii  easy  task  for  one  of  the  most 

ntiaffecteH  men,  I  do  not  say  that  ever  reigned,  but  that 
I  ever  lived.  But  it  was  what  he  hmi  to  try  to  do.  Since 
IfSaJtsbHry's  death  he  had  been  his  own  prime  minister. 
[Mia  manner  of  dealing  with  hU  new  Parliament  wna  to 

show  what  the  effect  had  been  of  looking  into  his  atlairs 
[l3ini»eU,  and  what  his  own  nature  wu^,  wbeu  seen  with- 
out any  interposing  medium.  He  was  to  ^*  proceed  with 
^  hht  Parliament  in  u  more  familiar  and  yet  a  more  princely 
ittinnnrr."     Unfortunately  (though    it  was  a  miafortane 

vijm\('Ct*H\  with  BoroD  of  liia  best  qualities),  he  did  not 
^know  how  to  be  princely  where  ho  was  familiar^  uor  to 
\he  bficuiliar  where  he  was  princely.  As  u  man,  he  bad 
as  an  official,  lie  had  no  coDdesccnfiion.  To 
Im  in  his  task.  Bacon  drew  up  (whether  by  din*c* 

tion  or  aa  a  voluntAn^'  offering,  I  do  not  know)  a  siketcb 
rof  tbe  spvech  which  he  wishtrd  bini  to  make  tO  the  two 
I  liocuM  when  they  met,  wliich  was  in  fact  tbe  completion 
iot  his  ndvioe  na  to  the  courstf  which  he  ought  to  hold 
I'witb  his  Parliament.  1  take  it  that  the  tbings  which  ho 
Fooiid  have  hud  tbe  King  encourage  the  peuple  to  expect 
>m  him,  were  the  things  to  which  he  wished  him  to 
ammit  bimseU.     To  some  roursi-s  indeed  he  was  already 

Boramitted,  not  by  Bacon's  advice,  but  against  it,  an*l 
BN  bad  to  be  accepted  nnd  made  tbe  best  of.  The 
ppnlit^y  of  ojM-uin^  the  seKsion  with  an  vKteutatious  offer  of 
Ipopniar  ('niic<'''Binu8  under  tbe  title  of  ^'liillsof  Grace,** 
liliy  way  of  inviting  a  corresponding  liberality  irom  the 
|X.ower  HoasG,  was  tbe  policy  of  the  '*  uudertakera,"  and 
IwMtld  not  have  been  recommended  by  him  :  but  being 

rcaalved  on«  It  had  to  be  dealt  with  and  the  beat  color 
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put  upon  it.  The  ii^otiationa  with  the  '*  nndertakera  *^ 
themselves  were  also  (us  wo  have  seen)  impolitic  in  his 
opinion  ;  and  the  rumor  of  them  had  alreiidy  done  mis- 
chief ;  insomuch  that  iie  thought  it  necossary  for  the 
King  to  take  notice  of  it  in  his  speech,  and  endeavor  to 
alUy  the  di&content  which  it  bad  excited,  by  disclaiming 
all  reliance  upon  the  service  <]f  particular  persouH  in  the 
House.  These  were  difficulties  which  he  would  not  have 
had  to  deal  with  if  the  King  had  acted  fr<ini  the  begin- 
ning by  his  advice.  But  in  the  main  1  think  we  may 
t£ike  this  mt^niorial  as  expressing  his  idea  not  only  of  the 
tone  and  manner  which  the  King  should  assume  in  ad- 
dressing his  Parliament,  but  of  the  policy  which  he 
should  make  up  his  mind  to  pursue. 

An  ostensible  occasion  for  calling  a  Parliament  at  this 
time  —  an  occasion  unconnected  with  the  money  ques- 
tion, and  upon  which  no  difference  of  opinion  could  arise 
—  was  conveniently  supplied  by  the  birth  of  the  King's 
grandson ;  upon  which  some  congratulatory  demonstra* 
tion  from  the  two  Houses  was  a  thing  natund  and  politic 
and  agreeable  to  the  feelings  of  tlie  nation.  A  glance  at 
the  political  state  of  Europe  (nnturally  suggested  by  the 
political  considerations  connected  with  the  man*iage  of 
which  the  new-born  cluld  was  the  issue)  would  introduce 
the  subject  of  supply  of  treftsurti,  not  ivith  reference  to 
the  King*s  personal  debts  and  difficultiea,  but  as  n  condi- 
ti»n  without  which  Knglaud  could  not  be  expected  either 
to  hold  lier  own  among  the  other  Powers  in  case  of  dis- 
turbance, or  to  pursue  at  home  a  policy  £ia  liberal  as 
might  otherwise  be  preferred.  Thence  it  would  follow 
bj'  a  natural  consequence,  to  speak  of  the  abortive  pro- 
ceeding of  the  last  Parliament,  to  disiLvow  the  policy  out 
of  which  it  grew,  and  explain  the  difference  of  the  course 
which  (now  that  hn  had  Inuked  into  the  matter  with  his 
own  eyes,  and  was  acting  on  bis  own  judgment)  he 
meant  t^  pursue  with   this.     And  in  connection  again 
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with  thxB  vroiild  follnw,  by  a  iransitioti  otinally  natural, 

lion,  both  of  wliftl  he  hoped  hum  tlK-m  now, 

ir-y  might  expeit  from  him,  whenever  his  uf- 

nira  should  bv  no  wtthnl  na  to  luC  biiu  Act  ua  he  would. 

Jiiib^r   which   hciul   an   annuuncemL*nt   of   hiB   delerini' 

■Htion,  with   or  without  their  help,  Ui  set  his  lhuinL(*8 

tmigbt  ut  ouoe,  nnd  then  to  raaku  u  thoniugh  reform 

In  his  rmanciiil  adminfstr-.ition,  —  luid  t^apecially  to  keep 

llwuys  apart  from  t.he  rrst  and  fijicred  to  its  proper  uses, 

vhatovcr  proviuion  wi»s  rt't|uirt!d  for  tht*  public  services, 

-wttiild  doubtlesH  be  received  with  great  satisfaction  and 

pouUl  ►^ilentJy  mnove  out  of  the  way  the  most  rt'iiBori- 

ible  objection  Ui   liberality  in  subsidies ;    namely,  that 

:  <i  not  always  applied  to  tlie  purposes  for  which 

.1  le  grantrd. 

Accm'«iing  t.j  this  achomo,  whatever  it  was  expedient 

Af  conimuni(3iti>  lo  the  Parliament,  either  in  the  way  of 

liifomiation  or  Hdmouiilon  or  warning  or  j^ronilse,  could 

eonveyed   quite   natundly   luid   deeuruusly,    without 

rifrUbcr  1"  !  cxpoatulatihg  or  rebuking  or  threateu- 

iitg.     A I  '^U  it  waa  not  to   bo  supposed  that  the 

King  wanted  nnybudy  to  show  him  how  to  make  a  speech, 

it  might  help  him  to  conct^ive  the  Hituatiuu  ;   and  if  he 

;-x»k  in  thi'  idea,  he  might  work  it  out  in  his  own  way 

ritb  very  good  efTect.     How  far  he  Buoceeded,  it  is  not 

ay  to  say;  for  in  a  matter  whieh  turns  upon  tlie  judi- 

rtoa  management  of  words,  the  bewt  reports  of  his  speech 

rhieli  I  have  seen  are  not  full  enough  or  accurate  enough 

I  jadge  by.     That  he  bad  Baoon'fi  advice  m  his  mind, 

was  trying  to  act   upon  it,  is  evident  all  through. 

)ut  I  gather  that  ho  did  not  play  very  well  a  part  (or 

'•'  had  no  great  fancy.    "On  Saturday,  in  the  uf- 

.■,'"  says  Chamberlain, '*  the  King  made  a  speech 

the  whole  assembly  in  the  Gr(>at  Banquetiug-Obain- 

I    rein  ho  laid  out  bis  wants,  and  descende^l  us  it 

.1  _   -  '  entreating  to  be  relieved,  and  that  they  would 
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show  their  good  affection  towards  him  in  such  soi-t,  that 
this  Parliament  might  be  called  'the  Parliament  of  Love.' 
In  which  kind,  to  begin  and  train  them  in  the  way,  he 
offered  them  certain  graces  and  favors,  not  inthe  way  of 
merchandising  (which  course  he  will  not  allow,  nor  can- 
not abide  to  hear  of),  but  of  mere  good-will  and  motu 
propria"  From  which  it  would  seem  that  he  had  shown 
a  good  deal  too  much  of  the  seamy  side  of  his  medita- 
tions, and  had  not  been  altogether  successful  in  producing 
the  impression  which  Bacon  wanted. 

In  this  Parliament,  though  the  government  candidates 
had  been  defeated  in  many  places,  Bacon  himself  had 
found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  seat.  He  had  been 
returned  at  the  same  time  for  St.  Alban's,  for  Ipswich, 
and  (though  the  fact  was  not  known  to  Willis)  for  Cam- 
bridge University,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  stand- 
ing Counsel,  and  had  also  made  himself  agreeable  the 
last  Christmas  by  contributions  of  venison  to  the  college 
festivities.  The  election  did  not  pass  without  opposition  : 
bnt  it  appears  to  have  been  directed  entirely  against  the 
second  candidate  ;  whom  indeed  the  Vice-Chancellor 
pronounced  to  be  ineligible,  and  refused  to  return  ;  and 
whose  return  was  effected  at  last  by  a  proceeding  which 
seems  to  have  been  quite  out  of  order.  Whether  the 
opposition  was  really  on  political  grounds,  and  what  it 
meant,  or  whether  it  meant  anything,  I  cannot  clearly 
make  out.  What  is  certain  is  that  the  members  elected, 
—  Bacon  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  —  represented  the  large 
majority  of  votes. 

But  though  he  obtained  his  seat  thus  easily  for  three 
several  constitnencies  in  the  country,  he  very  narrowly 
escaped  losing  it  upon  an  objection  unexpectedly  taken 
in  the  House;  an  objection  of  no  good  omen  for  the 
King's  business.  He  had  been  returned  for  Cambridge 
University  on  the  2d  of  April ;  on  the  5th  he  elected  to 
serve  for  that  place,  and  took  the  oaths.     On  the  8th, 
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qiursLion  was  raised  wbether,  being  Attomny  General,  he 
was  eligibi*?^  WhRrenpon  a  committer  whs  appointed 
"  fo  B('an*Ji  for  p»-e«*deiit8  where  any  Attorney  Goneral 
to  any  King  or  Quuod  of  tLia  reulm  faatk  be&n  chosirii 
and  aervcd  a«  a  nn'inlwr  of  tlits  House.'-  liy  an  odd  ac- 
cident it  ttirtied  out  tliat  tliore  was  no  precedent  exa<:tly 
in  point.  Privy  Conneillora  had  constantly  been  elected 
nnd  »er\'p<l  :  Kinij's  Sei-goants  hud  been  elected  and 
served ;  King's  Solicitors  bad  been  elected  and  served  : 
And  no  ubjection  had  ever  been  taken.  Nay,  the  Attor- 
ney General  hini»elf  had,  in  the  very  htat  Parliament, 
»erved :  but  then  he  hat.!  been  elected  beXore  be  becuiuu 
Attorney  General ;  ana  therefore  his  casi^  wii^  adjudgt^^d 
to  be  no  preoedont.  L'pon  the  report  of  the  Coniraitteo 
to  this  effect,  a  long  debate  arose  whioh  ended  in  a  reso- 
lution very  creditable  to  Bacon  persomdly,  but  sin^lar 
as  n  ponstituticmiil  decision  ;  namely,  tiiat  fnr  the  j>refl- 
«*iit  Parliutnent  Ihirun  sliould  be  allowed  to  remain,  but 
that  after  this  Parliament  no  Attorney  General  should 
serve  n»  »  mr-nibt-r  of  the  House.  The  prlneiplc,  there- 
fore, tliat  tlie  Atlornt'y  General  was  ex  officio  ineligible 
(grounded  of  course,  or  pretended  to  be  grounded,  on 
pmiMlont),  was  afhnncd  ;  hut  a  special  exception  was 
made  in  favor  of  the  i>ccasion  and  the  mtin. 

lliifl,  I  say,  was  a  bad  omen  of  the  disposition  of  the 

HuiM'.*  towards  th«  King's  biisinnss.     For  it  could  not  l>c 

iloabied  that   the  absence  of   any  precedent  exactly  in 

fioiut  was  merely  an  accident ;  while  on  the  other  hand 

it  was  not  less  plain  that  the  eourseof  preL-tnlenUi,  rightly 

intvrproted,  wjw  in  favor  of  the  Attorney's  drrving,  and 

not  against  it.      For  upon  what  principle  could  he  be 

'1,  that  did    not   apply  with  equal    forwi  to   the 

r  and  thu  n-st  of  the    Learned  Odunsel ;  and  lu- 

I  deed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  all  the  Privy  Coun- 

rillon*  ?       For  they  were  all  of  them  by  their  othe*^  iw 

much  engaged  to  the  Crown  as  be?    Now  the  precedi-uto 
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were  in  favor  of  all  these  serving.  Nay,  with  regard  to 
the  Attorney  hiinself,  the  question  had  never  been  raised 
till  the  Parliament  immediately  preceding  ;  and  how 
was  it  settled  then  ?  After  being  slightly  stirred,  it  was 
silently  dropped,  and  the  Attorney  allowed  to  hold  his 
seat  ;  which  certainly  seems  very  like  a  silent  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  right  to  sit.  And  as  for  the  distinction 
that  was  drawn  between  the  two  cases,  —  namely,  that 
the  last  Attorney  had  been  elected  before  his  appoint- 
ment, whereas  this  had  been  appointed  before  his  elec- 
tion, —  as  if  a  member  might  be  Attorney  General  but 
an  Attorney  General  might  not  be  a  member,  —  there 
was  clearly  no  sense  in  that ;  the  interfering  duties  and 
disturbing  influences  involved  in  the  office  being  precisely 
the  same  in  both.  Therefore  that  they  were  forced  by 
their  precedents  and  by  a  fear  of  innovation  to  take  the 
exception  (however  it  might  be  pretended  for  decency 
anrl  allowed  to  pass  from  politeness),  no  man  could  really 
believe.  The  truth  is,  that  the  exception  was  itself  an 
innovation,  —  an  innovation  suggested  by  a  growing 
jealousy  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown  over  the  delibera- 
tions and  votes  of  the  Commons  ;  which  was  the  more 
ominous  because  nothing  had  as  yet  proceeded  from  the 
King  himself  but  offers  of  grace  and  concession,  and  as- 
surances of  affection  and  confidence.  And  though  it 
may  seem  at  first  sight  that  the  special  exception  made 
in  favor  of  the  Attorney  on  this  occasion  indicated  a  more 
complying  disposition  towards  the  King,  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  attribute  it  to  a  confldential  intimation  that  he 
had  charge  of  the  Bills  of  Grace,  and  a  fear  (for  that 
part  of  the  King's  business  they  were  ready  enough  to 
advance)  that  those  bills  could  not  be  got  on  so  well 
without  him. 

But  besides  the  ill  omen  for  the  future,  there  arose  out 
of  this  one  positive  and  present  disadvantage.  The 
question  had  been  raised  on  Friday,  the  8th  of  April,  and 
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watt  jietiled  on   Mondiiy,  tlie  lltli,  Bacon    beiug  in  tlia 

mean  time  BcquesU'red  from  the  House.  During  the  in- 
,  t«TVTil  the  King  haul  iimtle  a  fi<*cond  epcoch,  in  wliioh  (fol- 
llouriag  the  advice  of  the  "  undert:ilci'-i*8  ")  lie  uiilicipivtud 
Itlic  dcniiinds  of  the  opposition  by  announcing  the  favoru 
lund  grnces  which  he  rncnnt  to  bestow  upon  them,  —  not 

in  the  way  of  bargain  (he  assured  them),  or  ua  looking 
tfor  anything  in  return,  but  merely  out  of  fcindnesa.  To 
linnke  &uch  u  dcclanition  in  such  a  manner  that  it  aliould 
[produce  any  good  offiict,  was  no  tiusy  taak  for  anybody, 

ind  particularly  difficult  for  tbe  King,  because  it  was  not 
^Inte,  nnd  requiretl  yreat  art  of  words  to  make  it  plausi- 

Ae.  Something  however  might  have  been  done  by  a 
[Bkillfnl  reporter;  and  the  task  of  reportinj;  the  King's 

Bp^i:f-h  to  the  House  sliould  proporly  Iuivh  been  mider- 
ieo  by  Bacon.  In  his  absence,  it  was  ]x>rformed  by 
[Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  tite  new  solinitur,  who  did  it  with 

unction  enough,  uo  doubt;  but  not  (I  think)  in  Bueh  a 
[Bt)le  a«  to  impart  to  it  that  air  of  coitfidtmce  and  seivnity 
|Hnd  simple  miiiiin<'iince  without  regard  to  conseijucnetifl, 
Iwhicji  was  ruquiaite  (after  what  had  passed  before)  to 
iredeom  it  from  the  ebantcter  of  nn  offer  in  a  bargain. 
[In  «U('h  a  niatti:r  mueli  would  di'pend  upon  the  Hpirit  in 
[which  the   message   was  delivered,   and  as    Uaeon  knew 

bout,  what,  kind  uf  irnpr^fision  the  King  wished  and  meant 
[to  raiLke,  lie  would  have  been  best  able  to  givu  cfTcot  to 
[hitt  meaning  in  r'jK>rting  it.  But  the  rep(jit  had  to  b** 
[ma<1u  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  April,  and  the  decis- 
[ion  of  thi!  Hous*'  niton  Ills  o>vn  euso  was  not  pronounced 
Itill  the  afternoon  of  the  name  day.     In  aulabinra;  it  erui- 

BMtctl  of  an  enumeration  of  tbe  titled  of  the  eleven  bills 
[whirh  Htand  firHt  in  the  list  alrendy  mentioned,^  **bill?i 
[to  be  drawu  upon  the  propositions  exhibited  to  hia  Maj- 
*  —  those  wbieli  were  "to  be  ready  if  sued  for,"  ns 
fw**Il  aH  those  to  br  offered, —  witb  some  explanation  ot 
Mht'tr  proviflions. 

3  9w  fllMlPC,  |t.  4. 
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The  next  day  Bacon  took  hia  seat  again  in  the  House, 
and  must  have  looked  about  him  with  some  anxiety  to 
see  what  weather  was  coming.  The  prognostics  were 
not  encouraging.  After  a  motion  against  some  monop- 
ol}',  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  petitions, 
we  read  in  the  Journals  the  following  note :  — 

**  Mr.  Middleton,  —  Tliat  the  beads  of  tlie  matters  of  Grace 
tend  to  the  gentility,  not  to  cities,  boroughs,  burgesses  or  mer- 
chants :  offerelh  a  bill  concerning  fmpositiont.*' 

That  could  bode  no  good.     What  next  ? 

"  Sir  Maurice  lierhUyy  —  against  Ecclesiastical  Courts.  ** 
Ending  with  a  motioD  for  a  Committee  to  draw  a  bill ;  and 
followed  by  Wentworth  and   Iloskins. 

It  was  clear  then  that  the  offer  of  the  Bills  of  Gnice 
had  not  stopped  the  mouths  of  the  discontented.  But  it 
was  a  main  point  of  Sir  Henry  Neville's  plan  of  opera- 
tions that  the  question  of  supply  should  be  **  proposed 
betimes  and  followed  close  afterward  :  "  and  it  seems  to 
have  beon  hoped  that  if  it  could  bo  pressed  to  a  resolu- 
tion while  the  Mouse  was  still  under  the  first  emotion  and 
before  they  had  time  to  talk,  the  enchantment  would  bo 
strong  enoiigli  to  carry  it  through.  As  soon  therefore  as 
Hoskins  sate  down  Secretary  Winwood  got  up,  and  after 
setting  forth  the  miseries  of  the  State  for  want  of  money, 
—  the  navy  in  danger  of  dissolution;  the  Cautionary 
Towns  for  want  of  pay  like  to  mutiny  ;  Tyrone,  encour- 
aged by  the  disordei-s  in  Ireland,  treating  with  the  Pope 
to  come  over  next  summer ;  troubles  in  Germany ; 
France  and  Spain  upon  the  point  of  uniting  by  a  double 
marriage  ;  England  through  her  poverty  exposed  in  all 
other  parts  to  contempt  and  scorn,  — and  comparing  the 
King's  offered  graces  to  another  Magna  Charta,  conclu- 
ded by  moving  for  a  cheerful  and  8j>eedy  contribution. 

The  House  of  Commons  was  so  new  a  regifm  to  Sir 
Ralph  Winwood,  that  he  did  not  perhaps  know  how  un- 
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§a&l  a  course  he  was  takiug.  A  motion  for  auppty  in  the 
in*t  wcrIc  of  tln^  8<'SHi(»ii,  in  a  tijne  of  pcucc,  wns  it  thing 
rithout  prnt'ili^nt ;  ami  tlie  firat  two  spfeches  that  were 
mndo  upon  it  showed  how  disoatcftii  it  was.  The  sense 
t>(  the  HuUBo  vfHB  evidently  u^ain^t  jjiving  any  (inswer  at 
[>i'nieiii.  'i'lii;  niutiou,  it  wjis  tlmujjlit,  cainn  to<i  early,  and 
^bould  be  deforri'd  tilt  the  UilU  uf  Gruuis  wure  brought 
Sir  JuliuH  ('a'A:ir  added  fuvtlier  particulars  in  iUu&- 

tion  of  the  ineonvenjoiices  of  iui  enjpty  excbetiuer ;  but 

rted  the  motion  by  proposing  to  ref<ir  hotli  matters  — 
■  i/'s  wants,  and  his  offoi-a  of  gnioe — t*)  a  Com- 
iid  u  sub-CouuuittRe.  liacon  followed,  but  ended 
irtlh  still  a  difteivnt  motioiti  that  the  question  of  supply 
t»«  considered  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

If  nothing  b:td  oucurrcil  tu  excite  thu  jealousy  of  tlie 
i^ommons,  it  im  possible  that  they  would  have  been  con- 
tiiil  to  go  into  Conimittee  upon  the  ({U(>j4tion  of  supply, 
inder  the  conditions  proposed.  I5ut  thl^  uoU^r  of  the  de- 
i>ule  which  foUowed,  thougli  far  from  indicating  a  dispo- 
lition  1)1  be  illibcml  in  the  mutter  of  money,  show  plainly 
lltat  the  '*nnim<tsitit'a  and  up[Kisilion  "  which  U;u;<in  liud 
apprehended  from  the  ^'briguea  and  oauvassea"  of  which 
[jo  had  ht>ard,  were  idrcady  eag(*r  and  active.  For  upon 
Ihe  Urst  mention  of  thi;  won!  •*  undertaker,"  the  whole 
fiiiUHe  opt'iuHt  upon  that  scent  tn  full  cry,  and  tlieu  aiv>se 

confa*non  of  toiij^ues,  criminating,  recriminating,  excns* 
log,  depoMaitiiig.  fmm  which  one  <.ian  only  gather  tliat 
tie  Bore  was  t.oo  tender  to  be  touched  even  with  the  heai- 
Ing  (lintment ;  and  which  ended  in  a  resolution  to  defer 
he  particular  eoiiHidfratiun  of  tbi?  rpicstion  (with  a  gen- 
tml  undiM-stiuiding,  however,  that  they  were  all  in  favor 
)f  a  UlKjrjil  supply)  till  after  Ea8t<T —  which  was  still  t4>n 
biys  o(t.  And  the  next  ilay^  instead  of  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  supply,  they  appointed  a  ComniitUH*  to  con- 
nder  of  n  mowigo  to  thu  King  ^*  to  intimate  Uie  proti'S- 

lioa  of  the  KouHe  against  undertakers.**     It  is  clear 
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therefore  that  the  motion,  whoever  advised  it,  was  pre- 
mature, and  that  the  policy  of  *^  beginning  betimes  and 
following  close  "  was  not  likely  to  answer. 

The  appointment  of  this  Committee,  whose  delibera- 
tions appear  to  have  lasted  long,  procured  a  quiet  inter- 
val in  the  House ;  during  which  the  Bill  for  the  natu- 
mlization  of  the  Count  Palatine  wsis  brought  in  by  Bacon 
and  (after  an  amicable  conference  with  the  Lords  upon 
an  amendment)  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  But 
though  the  undertakers  were  wrong  in  supposing  that 
they  could  carry  their  points  if  they  went  fast  enough, 
they  were  right  in  apprehending  that  delay  would  make 
difl&culties.  On  Monday,  the  18th  of  April,  upon  the 
second  reading  of  "an  act  concerning  taxes  and  imposi- 
tions upon  merchants,"  more  signs  of  storm  appeared. 
The  notes  indicatti  an  animated  discussion  —  animated, 
though  all  on  one  side  —  and  a  general  disposition  (which 
was  the  most  stormy  symptom  of  all)  to  have  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  imposing  settled  before  they  pro- 
ceeded with  the  question  of  supply.  Most  of  the  speak- 
ers were  amongst  the  ablest  men  of  the  House,  and  the 
position  they  all  took  was  that  the  question  had  been 
settled  in  the  last  Parliament,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
argued  any  more  in  the  Housis  only  the  former  argu- 
monts  to  bft  collected  and  set  forth.  The  judgment  in 
the  Excliecpier,  thougli  the  formal  decision  of  the  author- 
ized inttu-proters  of  th(>  law,  was  coolly  set  aside  as  "er- 
roneous " —  a  contrary  resolution  having  p;issed  the  last 
House  "by  voice";  as  if  a  majority  of  voices  in  the 
House  of  Commons  could  overrule  the  judgment  of  a 
court  of  law  upon  a  question  of  law.  A  faint  protest  at 
the  beginning  of  the  debate  jigainst  the  embodying  of 
such  an  assumption  in  an  act  of  Parliatnent,  seems  to 
have  had  no  effect  but  to  luring  it  out  with  greater  em- 
phasis ;  and  the  absence  of  all  traces  of  further  conten- 
tion in  behalf  either  of  the  authority  nf  the  Bench  or  ot 
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Uie  right  of  the  Grown,  seems  to  imply  that  the  ctirrcnt 
of  opiDion  rail  too  strmig  tliufc  way  to  be  opposed.  Uacon 
—  either  Ix'cauflft  of  his  pcculiiir  position  Jn  tlie  House 
(an  a  mombor  on  siifTi-ninco  who  being  rotmne<l  only  for 
a  fipenial  siTviff  Miuld  not  properh*  tak«  ;i  prominent 
part  in  ntliet-  diApntett'),  or  1v>onuse  hn  had  cimnged  his 
npinion  upon  tlic  h'gul  question,  or  bocanso  he  saw  that 
opposition  woiihl  only  irrilale  tlif  majority  and  nialio 
them  violont  —  wna  on  this  occasion  sJtcnl.  So  was  Yul- 
verton.  And  though  Sir  Henry  Montiga  (who  wna  one 
of  the  Li'amt'd  Counsel*)  said  8ornething.  it  is  impoaaihle 
to  make  out  from  tho  note  in  what  sensL*  ho  spuke.  Tbo 
second  reading  paased  without  itny  division,  and  the  bill 
waA  ordor**d  to  Iw  oominittod  to  tlio  wholo  House  the  next 
day  fortnight:  that  was  Tuesday,  the  od  of  May.  Two 
dnyn  after,  they  further  resolved  that  ^'the  consideration 
of  his  Majesty's  supply  should  not  be  nieddloJ  in  till 
Thnr^day  uftcr  ICjister  week,  the  fifth  diiy  of  May,  and 
them  to  bo  treated  of;"  and  so,  after  some  talking  about 
mouopnliea  and  cloction-u  tho  Bills  of  Grace  having  (sev- 
eml  of  them)  bi'en  rwid  oiu'u  but  not  furtlier  proeeed-Hl 
with,  and  no  other  bnNinew  done,  they  pnrtefl  on  the 
20th  of  April,  for  their  fortniirlit's  holiiluy :  with  but.  Ilt- 
tlw  change  of  niiH*tiiig  again  in  a  better  tcmiK-r,  the  seeds 
of  troable  and  diiwension  having  been  sown  mooh  nioro 
plentifully  than  tlmsw*  of  cinicord  and  public  spirit. 

When  they  rt^wspmbh^l  on  the  2d  of  May,  Baeon 
greeted  thoin  with  four  Bills  of  Grace,  and  (li<l  his  beat 
no  doubt  to  umke  them  grariouH. 

Beit  tho  ni>xt  businens  yvn»  the  report  of  the  Committee 
kbtiQt  the  undertakers.  Tlmy  had  bean  appointed  on 
ihe  l!Jth  of  April,  upon  the  motion  of  Sir  Uog^r  Owen, 
with  ini*trurti<jn«  "  to  eonsider  of  whjit  etuirse  futciit  for  a 
nouage  to  the  King^  tn  intimate  tho  protestation  of  tho 
House  ftj^ainKt  un<lr'rt^iker8,  and  to  let  him  know,  wliat- 
Roefer  ftli:iU  be  dotw  ftir  Into  ^^hull    be  luci-elv  out  of  tho 
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love  of  the  whole  House  to  him."  The  report  was  now 
brought  up  by  Sir  Rc^er  hiuiself,  but  it  would  appear 
from  the  notes  that  little  to  the  purpose  liad  been  miide 
out.  *'  Undertuking  "  — ;  in  tlie  sense  of  packing  and  man- 
aging the  I^wer  House  for  the  King  —  appeal's  to  have 
been  universally  condemned,  but  also  aniversally  dis- 
claimed. The  doctrine  in  condemnation  of  it  was  car- 
ried indeed  extravagantly  f.ar,  for  it  was  condemned  as 
being  in  violation  of  an  order  psissed  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment "that  no  man  but  tiie  Speaker  might  go  the  King 
to  confer  with  him  about  Parliament  business"  —  an  or- 
der passed  just  before  the  dissolution,  and  the  passage 
of  which  was  one  of  the  immediate  causes  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  dissolve  —  and  it  was  declared  "that  undertakers, 
if  any,  be  worse  than  the  Powder-traitors,"  apparently 
because  while  they  wei-e  equally  guilty  of  conspiring  to 
"  blow  up "  the  House,  they  were  doing  it  in  a  more 
subtle  and  secret  wa)';  for  the  Powder-traitors  "would 
have  blown  us  up  with  force."  No  case  seems  to  have 
been  made  out,  however,  against  anybody  in  particular, 
and  the  conclusion  was  only  that  "  the  general  fame  " 
was  "sufficient  cjiuse  of  a  message  to  clear  the  Honse." 

But  the  excitement  had  now  I'isen  too  high  to  be  satis- 
fied with  a  simple  protestation.  If  there  were  (or  if  it 
might  bo  that  there  were)  among  them  persons  engaged 
in  a  conspiracy  against  the  House  more  dangerous  than 
tlie  Gunpowder  Plot,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  who 
they  were,  and  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  clearing 
themselves,  or  else  to  clear  the  House  of  them.  It  was 
proposed  therefore  to  enlarge  the  powei-s  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  that  purpose.  And  it  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  though  all  the  speeches  of  which  any  note  was  taken 
were  against  this  course,  the  votes  went  so  strongly  in 
favor  of  it  that  it  was  carried  without  a  division. 

In  this  debate  Bacon,  being  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, took  a  prominent  part,  and  opposed  the  motion 
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ib  a  Rpeeeli  which  woa  laanngud  with  great  skill  to  meet 
all  objections  Hnd  to  touch  with  a  aoothing  aiid  bcnllug 
finger  «very  source  of  iiritatiun  or  iniAiimU^ixtaiiiHiig;  yet 
it  fail^  to  dissuade  tbc  H»ubo  fiom  pur^tiiug  tliti  iuvi^- 
tigRtton.  For  tbe  coudusiou  of  the  duhate  is  thus  re- 
I  ourded  in  the  Jouiimls  :  — 

"  Or<iemf^  upon  tlio  queitiion.  That  tho  formor  order  sball  bo 
unUrgetl.  to  give  power  to  exutniDu  the  uudertiikurR ;  Mid  the 
Committfe  to  be  of  ibe  whole  House,  Upou  Wutloefiday  in 
tho  )it'u;nioon." 

The  wbolii  Hous«,  tben*fore,  —  with  its  miijority  of 

threo  new  members  for  every  two  old,  —  wk8  to  plunge 

into  tii»  bufliiH'Ks  of  examining  the  UndertakerSt  aad  so 

tbut  »ore  w;is  likely  to  be  more  itiHamed  than  ever.    How 

th<*  matter  pr)H*«tM]ed  we  do  not  exaetly  know,  the  rec- 

I  ofila  m  the  Juiinmls  being  impurfeet.     Hut  tliu  general 

I  reeidt  was  exactly  what  Bacon  apprehended.     Tea  d»y« 

I  lifter  tiie  diiy  npprtinted  fur  eomnieneing  the  exannuatiun, 

we  find  the  heats  still  raging  ;   aggravated  rather  than 

Bottled  or  allayed.     They  had  mixttd  with  and  irritnt-ed 

'ftli«'  rv  debate  that  took  place  in  tho  mean  time, 

an' '  -n  U'd  t«  person.il  qiiurrelB,  —  nuy,  to  manual 

[aeufBefl  in  the  House,  —  when  at  last  they  were  appealed 

by  the  voluntary  confrssion  of  Sir   Henry  Neville ;  who, 

upiiti  the  pnjductioii  (if  the  paper  of  iidvice  of  which  I 

0poke,^  camo  forwitxd  with  a  clear  mxd  frank  explanation 

of  ■  '    ii-  in  the  "  Undertalsiug  ;"  which  being 

gen  'd  to  bo  unexceptionable,  tho  Housu  wmh 

oont«nt  at  length  to  drop  all  further  dispute  on  that  aul>- 

'  jeet,  and  go  on  with  the  businoas  of  tho  country. 

But  it  waa  now  too  Ititf.  The  inHaiumation  had  in 
Ibo  tR<^«ntinie  gpread  on  all  Kideg,  and  so  infected  all  the 
other  bu8inG«»08  in  which  they  were  engaged  tliat  hardly 
one  of  them  had  now  any  chance  of  prooci*ding  smoothly, 
TJie  moat  formidaltlu  8tnnibling-bh»ck  w:i8  still  the  ques- 
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tion  of  Impositions:  a  stumbling-block  not  to  be  avoided, 
for  the  question  of  the  ri«jht  could  hardly  be  passed  by  in 
flilence  now  without  being  virtually  abandoned.  Ever 
since  that  brilliant  morning's  work  of  Salisbury's,  when 
on  the  strength  of  this  disputed  right  he  laid  new  cus- 
toms upon  several  hundred  articles  not  taxed  before,  it 
had  been  impossible  to  let  it  sleep.  And  though  the 
compromise  offered  by  the  King  —  namely,  consent  to  an 
Act  of  Parliament  limiting  his  power  in  future  —  would 
(so  far  as  I  can  see)  have  been  an  arrangement  suffi- 
ciently satisfactory,  it  seems  to  have  been  one  to  which, 
for  some  reason,  the  Commons  would  not  listen.  Upon 
this  question  (turning  as  it  necessarily  did,  not  upon  the 
point  of  policy  or  convenience,  but  upon  the  very  power  of 
the  prerogative),  they  had  resolved  to  go  into  Committee 
on  the  Tuesday  after  the  Easter  recess  —  the  3d  of  May. 
The  proceedings  of  that  day  are  not  recorded  ;  but  on 
the  ;)th  the  King  sent  for  them  to  hear  what  ho  had  to 
say  on  the  subject ;  and,  iis  may  be  gathered  from  the 
allusions  to  his  speech  in  the  debate  which  immediately 
followed,  —  for  the  speech  itself  has  not  been  reported, 
—  and  as  might  indeed  have  been  expected,  he  did  not 
at  all  mend  the  matter.  Indeed  so  large  a  majority  of 
the  Commons,  including  almost  all,  if  not  all,  the  free 
voices,  had  now  made  up  their  minds  on  the  question, 
that  no  one  had  ventured  in  the  House  to  express  his 
dissent.  They  were  not  likely,  therefore,  to  be  con- 
verted by  a  speech  from  the  King,  which  of  coui-se  could 
not  be  freely  answered.  The  next  day  they  debated  the 
question  among  themselves,  fonnd  their  unanimity  un- 
broken, and,  after  some  not  very  orderly  dispute  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  should  proceed,  whether  by 
Bill  or  by  Petition  or  by  Conference  with  the  Lords,  con- 
cluded finally  for  the  last.  The  Lords  were  to  be  moved 
to  confer,  and  a  Committee  was  in  the  mean  time  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  for  the  Conference. 
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btfi. „..  V  .  . .    .      ^or  ooimdering  tli6  queslicii 

£a|>pLj :   which  was  th«  next  order  on  Uie  piiper.     An 
aUeinpt  to  ^ve  it  precedetu'ti  liaj  lK:en  ovwrrulrd.     But 
ttH  aootj   Hs  Uie  debate  on  the   Impositioiis  wna  over,  m 
[Ttgorooft  effort  wiw  inailn  t<>  push  it  thrfiii«»h  witlioot  (ur^ 
;cr  delay.     *' The  Recond  point  which   they  Ml  tn  con- 
pider/*  writeu  (Ik-.  Rev,  Thomas  Lorkin  to  Sir  T.  Pucker- 
on  the  28th  o(  May,  '*  wus  subsidies ;  wherein  such  lis 
'uTorrd  tht:  King's  nrci^asit)-  were  very  vehenipnt.      And 
hheruoa,  by  hbt  Muj<!dty'a  own    mctJiad,  they  were  first 
provide  for  the  «nbject*B  e4i5e  before  they  entered  into 
1   of  ilie    King's   relief,    these,  inverting  the 
i  havu   turni'd   the  eonchisiou   into  u  begin* 
iitg;  and  wftre  »>  confHU'nt  i»f  thi-ir  own  fltrt-ngth,  us  they 
called  npon  Mr.  Sp»^uker  to  hnve  it  put  to  voices.     Bnt 
hr.   gniTe  speeches  of  Sir   Edwin  Siindys,  Sir  Dudley 
I^icues,  Sir  Thomas  Gnintham,  and  boinc  others^  quieted 
tion,  ;md  drew  the   Honst*   to  a  rrsniutinn  to  do 
^  in  niiitten  of  tliut  natnn*   till    tbfy  bud  ordered 
ewhat  for  the  good  of  the  public.*'     The  noten  of  the 
1  in  the  Journals  i-nnfinu  tins  pi-  "  -(a»- 

I  show  very  distinctly  (bat  tlie  ■     ,  wiis 

the  time  and  not  to   the   thing.     Tltose  who  S|xikrt 
itfongeh'  '  tn  woi-e  ciircfnl  to  duclure  tbeir 

itio"  !  iy  when  Uie  pro[>er  time  should 

Sir  Kiiwin  Sundvft  put  his  opposition  expM'Attly 
the  ground  thut  nnch  ai  vote  o»j:lit  to  l>c  curricil  wilh- 
Jnut  a  n*-g:itive   voii**? ;    und  wishfH    that   *'-«vrry   iniin'« 
monAtration  of  his  pnrposo  to  supply  his  Mnjpsty  in 
t  }»*  nnuie  known  to  Iiim.     And   thungh 
t  not  consent  to  send  a  formal   intima- 
vytD  of  their  general  intention,  it  wiks  ugreed  thut 
**  the  li-  ■  ■  'tis  about  iho  Chair  ntight,  us  vol- 

UDtAry s,  inform    the   King  tbiit  generally 

«U  Ukat  had  spoken  (which  were  innuy)  had  uiuf  voce 
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agreed  in  their  thoughts  and  speeches  to  relieve  Lis  Maj- 
esty." 

In  this  attfinpt  to  get  "  his  Majesty's  business  "  driven 
through  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  session,  Bacon  does 
not  appear  to  have  taken  any  part.  It  was  not  accord- 
ing to  his  ideas  of  true  policy  ;  and  was  noticed  by  him 
afterwards  as  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  "  Under- 
takers,"—  "a  stumble  at  the  threshold,"  —  an  imhicky 
move,  which  had  the  effect  of  betraying  the  vei*y  thing 
which  it  was  meant  to  conceal,  —  their  weakness  in  the 
House.  And  cex-tainly  the  temper  of  the  House,  as  it 
may  be  gathered  from  the  notes  of  that  debate,  seemed 
to  justify  his  opinion  that  if  left  to  themselves  they  would 
not  forget  tiieir  duty  in  that  respect. 

But  though  the  ground  upon  which  a  present  vote 
of  supply  was  resisted  by  the  more  tempei'ate  members 
was  its  contrariety  to  the  ancient  custom  of  Parliament, 
and  the  dishonor  it  would  be  to  the  King  if  tlie  vote 
should  not  pass  with  general  unanimity,  —  as  it  clearly 
would  not,  if  pressed  to  the  question  then,  — and  though 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  their  pro- 
fession that  they  would  vote  liberally  when  the  proper 
time  came,  yet  it  is  clear  enough,  from  the  tone  of  that 
day's  debates,  that  when  the  time  did  come  the  chance 
of  unanimity  would  be  small,  unless  in  the  mean  time 
they  received  some  better  satisfaction  concerning  the 
Impositions.  And  it  was  this  apprehension,  no  doubt, 
which  made  the  Undertakers  so  anxious  to  get  the  supply 
voted  first.  For  upon  the  question  of  Impositions  they 
were  themselves  on  the  popular  side ;  they  knew  that 
the  King  was  not  prepared  to  make  such  concessions  as 
they  themselves  considered  satisfactory  ;  and  their  own 
credit  was  very  low  in  the  world  just  now,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  which  had  been  appointed 
to  examine  them  having  only  just  begun  their  work. 
Meanwhile  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  for  the 


12th  tlit*y  WITH  iviuly  with  tli»iir  ^p^»nrt ;  wljicli  was 
bronght  np  bj'  iSir  Kdwin  Siindya  in  a  very  able  ;uul 
cI*b<L>mt(*  ftp*'<u*li.  TliHV  hutl  got  tngotli(?i*  ail  tlie  rocorda  ; 
tHomughly  KXumined  tlie  subject ;  were  more  finnftiblc 
than  over  of  tbp  magnitude  of  tliR  grWvuncc  ;  more  con- 
fuIt:Qt  tlian  fVrtr  that  tliu  Crmvii  bjid  no  legiil  right,  to 
levy  Impositions  without  consent  of  Piirliiimont.  They 
tx)iic4^ived  that  the  King  hud  bttMi  niisiuforinud  ;  and  pri>- 
pi)»f(i,  as  the  truo  way  of  di&iibusiug  Itim,  first  to  in- 
dnw  tho  UpptT  Hi'tisH  to  join  in  a  ]K*tition  for  removal 
of  the  burdtni  ;  then  to  picaont  the  joint  fx'tition  to  the 
King,  together  with  a  renion»tran(>e  of  their  right ; 
'^ituiC  St),  this  c'iumhI,  they  might  with  blotter  judgment 
and  with  Jila«nty  proceed  t«  the  King's  supply,  the  fir»t 
wid  of  tliis  riirliument.** 

I*hi3  was  the  end  proposed,  hy  way  of  preparation, 
the  (tubjeet  WHS  fiirinjdly  hiiil  out  in  nim*  divisionsi;  and 
%su*h  divi^iion,  aftet*  the  excellent  practice  of  thoi^e  tinier, 
xrarn  nxsigned  to  a  aepamte  speaker  or  Hpeakers.  With 
tho  dUtributioh  of  the  argunttnit  (whieh  is  not  w:int(K] 
for  explanation  or  illustration  of  anything  that  comes 
within  the  scope  of  Uiis  work)  we  need  not  truublo  our- 

I  fteWes.  Tiie  question,  of  imineuse  im{>ortance  then,  has 
bcuD  long  settled  beyond  the  hnicIi  of  di:ipute,  and  taken 

[its  place  among  the  ouriofiitios  of  history.  That  it  ^ras 
then  a  q«e«tinn  ftiirly  debatable  is  nil  we  need  now  bear 
in  mind  ;  and  oi  this  there  is  evidence  enough  in  the 
fact  ifaiit  NX  or  seven  years  before  it  hud  been  decided 

[one  way  after  fonna!  hearing  by  the  authorized  inttM'piv- 

Iteni  of  tlu*  law,  and  was  now  for  tho  second  time  decided 
UiM  Opposite!  way  by  a  House  of  Comra<ins  vory  strong  in 
biwyers,  and   almont  nnnnimons.     The  only  part  of  the 

'  diiflribution  which  mneb  coneerus  us  is  that  which  was 
aigned  to  Bacon.  But  that  is  remarkable  enough  to 
!  worth  quoting  in  extewto. 
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"  Nine  beads,  nine  burthens  upon  several  persons. 

*'  I.  An  introduction,  briefly  declaring  the  matter  in  fact  and 
state  of  the  question.  —  Direction  to  him  in  three  things, 
wherein  \vc  conceive  the  King  to  have  by  misinformation  done 
other  than  any  of  his  ancestors. 

"  1.  Tlie  time:  for  now  by  letters  patents  and  in  print  these 
impositions  set  for  liira  and  his  heirs  for  ever ;  which  never 
done  before ;  which  strange  ;  because  no  Proclamation  bindeth 
longer  than  the  King's  life ;  so  could  not  impose  but  during  his 
own  life. 

"  2.  Multitude  of  impositions.  Queen  Mary,  Gascoigne  wines 
and  cloths :  Queen  Eliz.  added  only  one,  of  sweet  wines.  From 
Kd.  III.  to  Queen  M.  none.  In  Ed.  III.  Ed.  II.  E<1.  I.,  but  five 
in  all. — That  upon  a  petition  last  Parliament  divers  hundredths 
of  these  taken  away  ;  so  now  not  remaining  above  300  or  400  ; 
yet  that  those  remaining  far  more  worth  than  all  the  rest  abol- 
ished. 

"3.  The  claim:  for  none  of  his  ancestors  ever  did  so,  but 
pretended  wars,  needs,  etc  Prayed  continuance  but  for  a  time. 
—  This  committed  to  Mr.  Attorney." 

Now  when  we  consider  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
Bacon  stood  towards  the  House  and  towards  this  partic- 
ular question,  —  holding  an  office  which  had  but  a  few 
weeks  before  been  voted  incompatible  with  the  duties 
of  a  member  of  Parliament  ns  binding  the  holder  to 
the  King's  side,  and  having  only  four  years  before  put 
himself  forward  ]>ers(>nally  as  an  earnest  and  nncom- 
promising  maintainer  of  the  King's  right  on  grounds  of 
law,  —  their  selection  of  him  for  a  part  like  this  must 
be  regiirded  as  a  remarkable  proof  of  personal  confidence. 
The  task  of  opening  and  laying  the  groundwork  of  an 
argument  which  was  to  make  good  a  conclusiou  in  the 
teeth  of  the  King's  most  notorious  prejudices,  was  to  be 
entrusted  to  the  King's  Attorney  General.  The  officer 
whose  official  relation  to  the  King  was  thought  to  imply 
subservience  incompatible  with  the  duties  of  a  member, 
was  to  explain  to  the  Lords  that  the  King  had  in  this 
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^niAttfr  of  Tmpositinns   nssurimd    ]iowers  whicli   none   of 
liU  'Su-K  hiitl  af^suined.  botb  in  timt*,  in  number, 

nil'-  iimstantv  ;  that  wlitipjis  no  formtT  Kinj;  bat] 

[•et  nny  ImpnHilions  but  for  n  time  liiniliKl,  he  bud  set 
tlivni  '•  for  bitu  and  bis  ben's  for  over;  "  ubureas  no  for- 
mer Kin^  IiikI  set  more  Uian  Iwo  or  lliru*',  be  Inul  sot 
[more  tbnn  aa  tnnny  bundrocts ;  wlioreas  no  former  King 
[Iifctl  ««t  tbiriii  but  upon  ytretensc  of  war  or  need,  be  bud 
[set  tbem  wlit-n  tliere  waft  lui  sucb  pi*eten8e. 

The  muttvr,  it  i«   true,  xvi\a  ti   very  delicate  one  to 

rnuuui^.     The  anrmrssfnl  result  of  tbfl  conference  would 

depend  v«ry  luucb  u[Ktn   tbe  temper  and  spirit  in  wbich 

lit  wns  opened,  upon  tbe  tiict  and  perauiusive  siwecb  of 

[the  opener,  and   tbe  personal  favor  with  wbiob  tbe  uu- 

Idienoo  were  prepured  to   look    upon   liim  and  listen  to 

lllini.     In  all  tbi*Bt^  respects  Baeon  wiui  nu  doubt  tbe  niun 

[for  tbe  work.    Tbe  House  knew  by  often-repeated  expe- 

rionoMn  whose  bands  Hucb  abasinens  iuul  tiio  best  ebiinrv 

Iprosperiitg.     Hut   the  Riime  akill  wbicb   eniibles   u  niiin 

I  to  gnide  a  cause  right  which  lie  wisbea  U*  sueeeed  will 

Irnnble  bim   tn  jjnitli*  \rronj^  a  cause  whi<*b  h**  wisbfs  lo 

ifiuL     Now  tbey  knew  that  not  long  ago  be  bud  bi-lii'ved 

tbtriD  to  be  wrnng  in  |K)int  of   law:  and  wliether  they 

lurerr  right  or  wrong,  sueU  a  petition  as  they  ^ranted  to 

[perBnadi*  the  Lords  t<>  join  in  w:ib  eeHain  to  bring  tbem 

[into  diwigroeable  collision   with    the  King;  wboflo  moflt 

iHN'ot  deeliinitlon  on  tbe  Bubjert  wn»  roj^mh'd  iw   dis- 

inrnging.      How  ^va«  it  that  Ihev  emild  trust  him  with 

-V      11  office?     TTpnn  th**  point    of    law,   indeed,  it  is 

-  that  bo   had  rhanp'd    bin  opinion.     When  tbe 

[t|iu»tion   first  fi-ll  under  debate,  the  reeorda  (nixm  the 

|t*TideDce    of  which    the   nrgumt'nt   ebielly  tnrned)   bad 

|be«n  impi'i'fi'clly  fxamiued  ;  and  one  diatini^nisbctl  lawyer 

I'xrho  had  formerly  been  a  c<)n*pieiinn»  sponKvr  on  bebiilf 

I  of  tbe  Kint;'ti  riybt  to  inip'i&e,  ba<l  prob-ssed  binit»elf  a 

convert   upon  tbe  sight   of  prwetlentii  which  bad  been 
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disinterred  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  search.  Now 
we  happen  to  know  that  shortly  after  the  last  Parliament 
"  certain  records  concerning  Impositions  "  were  delivered 
to  Bacon,  and  that  he  made  private  notes  upon  some  of 
them.  What  these  records  were  indeed  (further  than 
that  their  bearing  upon  the  case  was  thought  important), 
or  what  the  tenor  of  liis  notes  Avas  (further  than  tliat 
they  were  private,  and  that  he  wished  to  keep  them  bo}, 
:  we  do  not  know.  But  it  is  possible  that  they  had  had 
upon  his  opinion  the  same  effect  which  others  had  for- 
merly had  upon  Hackwiirs.  And  if  that  were  so,  he 
was  all  the  better  qualified  for  the  task  now  laid  upon 
him.  His  own  conversion  would  give  additional  weight 
to  his  authority,  and  point  him  out  as  specially  litted  to 
set  forth  the  rejisona  for  reconsidering  a  conclusion  which 
he  had  himself  formerly  concurred  in,  but  had  since  dis- 
covered to  rest  on  imperfect  information.  As  for  collis- 
ion with  the  King,  it  wjls  an  evil  both  for  himself  and 
the  country  which  he  must  have  wished  extremely  to 
avoid.  But  he  probably  felt  that  it  could  not  be  avoided 
now  except  by  the  King's  yielding  ground  ;  which  he 
would  be  more  likely  to  do  if  he  saw  the  House  unani- 
mous than  if  there  were  symptoms  of  divided  opinions 
among  the  leaders.  Whether  or  not  he  now  thought 
the  King's  claim  good  in  law,  he  must  have  been  fully 
satisfied  by  this  time  that  it  could  not  be  maintained  in 
fact.  Right  or  wrong,  the  question  was  clearly  carried 
against  the  King.  To  have  it  carried  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  collision  should  not  be  violent  or  visible,  was  the 
best  that  could  be  hoped  now.  We  have  seen  that  he 
thought  the  question  admitted  of  "accommodation;"' 
and  we  shall  see  hereafter  in  what  particular  way  he 
thought  it  might  be  managed,  so  as  to  involve  a  virtual 
abandonment  of  the   King's  claim  and   yet  to  make  it 

I  loiters  to  the  King.    "  Wherein  I  moet  with  the  oblij^atioii  of  Impositions, 
but  yet  I  conceive  it  may  be  accommodate."     AnU^  vol.  i.,p.  680. 
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em  his  own  volunUi^  art,  induced  by  public  con- 
iderations,  nnd  having  no  roforcaco  to  the  question  open 
rbich  the  ilifToreinx*  hud  unsun.  Judging  from  tl»«  gen- 
iral  ti'iior  of  his  jwlicy,  1  have  little  doubt  th:it  he  was 

^repuriiig  at  this  time  to  work  towanU  some  snob  end  ; 
Ikis  being  one  uf  tho«G  BtfuggU-H  between  Prerogative 
jid    l*ri\JK'ge   in  wbii'h    it  wima  of   vital  iinpnrtanc*?  to 

jlVbid  a  definite  and  declart^d  victory  on  eit}iL<r  side. 
H  so,  his  roadint'ss  to  take  tho  part  assigned,  whatever 

his  private  opinion  may  have  boon  on  the  point  of  hiw, 

is  suQicieintly  accounted  for:  he  could  not  have  served 
Jit;  King  better.  And  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  was  wili- 
ng to  undi^rtake  and  desirous  to  snoc-eed  in  it,  his  ap- 
tearauc^.^  at  the;  heiid  of  a  Comniittco  of  Conference  would 

five  Ihem  counttniince  and  strengtli.  If  the  Hoitsi*  could 
mat  iiini,  nothing  wiis  more  natund  than  that  they 
lould  employ  him.     Thiit  in  a  business  so  delicate  and 

litUcnlt,  Hi»  distasteful  to  the  hJglier  p<nv»  ra^  and  so  easy 
make  iuitic:irry,  IIk-v  should  huve  felt  tlu-y  couh?  trust 

bim,  was  to  bis  credit  and  to  theirs.     But  it  is  evident 
iisy  did. 
Tbey  proceeded  warily ;   and   to  make   more   sure  of 
icir  ground,  and  prevent  the  danger  of  l>eingeoufoundod 

iy  the  produetinn  on  the  snddon  of  some  new  uneiptsoted 

livcedeut,  they  took  the  pn-eiiution.  before  agreeing  np»\\ 
aeir  mesiiiigt*  to  the  Lonls,  of  inviting  all  dissentientA  to 
Baku  known  their  ohjcutiouH.  At  the  debate  in  whicb 
list  motion  w;is  mail<\  Hiu^nn  was  pre84*nt  and  nptike. 
lut  though  he  i-aised  fiomo  questions  and  desinMi  further 
Btpiiry  iMt  to  eertain  of  the  pusitKins  whieh  it  whs  prn- 
sed  that  he  should  him8f>lf  mainUiin,  it  is  elear  from 

}io  niitua  of  his  spe^i^h   that  he  did   not  mean  to  raise 

;ain  the  question  of  the  King's  right,  but  was  willing  in 

,  gejiural  wiiy  to  accept  the  ]):irt-  assigned  Lo  him. 

It  was  spoken  on  the  IGth  of  May.     But  it  was  not 

11  the  21  Ht  that  they  wwi*  n-ndy  to  snnd  thuir  nie.tsage 
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of  invitation  to  the  Lord*  ;  not  till  the  26th  thtit  they  re 
ceived  Ihc  answer.  So  there  was  niucli  dfliU-ratiou  oi 
both  sides. 

Thc?i  answer  was  a  refuKiL 

"Their  Lfjrdsliip?,  having  entorcd  into  &  grave  and  serio 
consideration  as  well  of  the  matter  itself  as  of  divers  incidc 
uiid  necessary  circuuiBtfiiiccs,  did  uot  tliiuk  it  convenii?ut  to  eD' 
ter  into  an/  confereiico  of  Uiat  cause  ooncerning  the  point  c 
Inip05ition»  at  tliot  time." 

Such  tt  refutHil  was  a  very  unusual  measure.  Th 
Commons,  it  is  true,  had  within  rodent  memory  refuBo4 
to  confi?r  with  th«  Lords  about  the  amount  of  h  subsidy 
hut  that  w;i8  because  they  took  taxation  to  be  the  par- 
ticular function  of  the  Lower  House*  No  such  reaaon 
could  be  protended  by  the  Lords  in  this  ease.  In  ancli  a 
question  as  the  legal  right  of  putting  impositions  upoft 
merchaudise*  u  joint  jiotition  from  the  two  House*  wji 
the  orderly  and  confititnitional  way  of  ]>roeeeding;  to 
which  a  Cunfirence  was  a  iiceesiiarv  preliminary.  In  as- 
senting to  it  they  did  not  bind  themselves  to  absent  to 
the  prayer  of  tlie  proposetl  petition  :  in  refusing  it,  they 
refused  not  merely  to  acquiesce  in  the  eonelusion,  but  to 
entertain  the  question.  The  truth,  I  take  it^  was,  tha 
those  of  the  Conneillors  and  courtiers  who  had  inn-n  iti 
treaty  with  the  "  Undertakers,"  meaning  to  use  them  for 
their  own  purposes,  or  (In  the  Earl  of  Suffolk's  own 
phrase)  to  **  play  the  knave  with  them."  had  found  that 
the  game  was  not  going  in  their  favor,  and  resolvrd  to 
break  it  up.  And  unfortunately  the  means  were  ready 
at  himd.  Up  to  this  time  the  absorbing  importance  of 
this  question  of  Impositions  liad  o<^eut)ied  the  Lower 
House,  and  the  gra^'ity  of  the  persons  who  had  been 
trusted  with  the  management  of  it  had  kept  d<iwn  all 
disorderly  tondenoifs.  But  tht*  elements  of  disorder 
were  there,  and  a  word  or  two  was  enough  to  put  them 
in  commotion.     The  answer  from  the  Lords  found  tba 
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yommons  in  ft  staUj  of  excitoment  tinfwvonible  to  judi- 

Bious  resolutions.     Rumor  witb  some  of  her  tongitAS  \\fu\ 

inticipiitcd  tbfl  mpssengeifl,  und  i*ei>ortetl  tliut  worcU  had 

bcirii  Kpiiki'U  dufiii^  llie  diMriissioii  ill  derog;ititjn  uf   Liiu 

iHWor  House,     I  have  alrpady  had  ocenfiiou  to  roniark 

lorc  tliun  tiiicr  thut  the  guai'dinns  of  libiTty  Imd  nut  yet 

earticil  to  tolerate  frofilom  al  sprcdi  any  better  than  the 

^humpioiiB  of   prt^rogalivo.     They  eonid  deninnd   it  for 

leinselve^,  and  strongly  resent  nil  interfereno)  with  tlw 

exercise  «if  it  on  tbt'ir  own  side.     But  the  fr(.»eiloni  which 

ley  demanded  was  fivedom  to  speak   that  wbieh  they 

Juiught  good,  and  forbid  to  be  spoken  tliat  which  they 

khiiut^tii  not  giiod.     Tn  words  ralculated  to  injnre  a  cause 

ifhiob  tliey  wittlie*!  tii  prosper,  (hey  were  not  prepared  to 

iceord  any  indulgence  wbicb  they  knew  bow  to  j«*evejit. 

En  this  oiiAi'  the  first  proceedings  uf  tlie  LonU  had  been 

^tnnpt'nitn  und  judicious.     Upon  tbe  motion  of  the  Lord« 

Dbaneellor,  tlu-y  bad  resolved  themselves  into  a  Com- 

littee  of  ibe  whole  lionso  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Ibe 

liwumge  of  the  Comuious  into  consideration  :  and  having 

Inst  agreed   upon  tbe  general   pur|Mirt  of  tbeir  ivnswer 

fwhicb  was  to  bo  "that  they  would  meet  them  of  the 

!*0WGr   House,  and  hear  what  they  would  deliver  unto 

Jjr'ni),"  they  had  proceeded  to  consider  the  question  of 

kiuic  and   place,  which  the  Coiouions  Itad  l«ft  to  their 

Imice.     It  w:is  important  that  they  should  go  prepare^l 

w  discussion  :  and  by  way  of  prepamtion  it  vma  moved 

iy  Uiu  Lord  Chancellor  and  earned  upon  a  division,  that 

sfope  they  pivcouded    to  tbe  further  consideration  of 

Fieir  answer,  they  alundd  hear  the  opinions  of  the  Judges 

'who  Imd  been  required  and  were  then  present  to  ils* 

ist  that   Court ")  t<iuebing   the    point   of    Impositions. 

the  Judges,  liowever,  ttiough  Runnnoncd  to  b**  '*  ussist- 

ita  to  th«  Lords  to  inform  them  of  the  Common  Law," 

fcw  objeetiona  to  the  delivery  of  an  opinion   upon   this 

lestion  ;  and  apcjiking  by  the  mouth  of  Coke,  desired 
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^'for  many  weighty  and  important  reasons  which  hta 
Lordship  delivered  with  great  gravity  and  eloquence  "  to 
be  forborne;  " concluding  that  himself  and  his  brethren 
were  upon  particulars  in  judicial  course  to  speak  and 
judge  between  the.  King's  majesty  and  his  people,  and 
likewise  between  his  Highness'  subjects  ;  and  in  no  case 
to  be  disputants  on  any  aide."  How  they  were  "  to  be 
assistants  to  the  Lords  to  inform  them  of  the  Common 
Law  **  if  they  were  never  to  deliver  an  opinion  upon  a 
question  in  dispute,  is  not  explained.  But  the  function 
of  the  Judges  was  in  a  state  of  tninsition ;  and  in  this 
case  the  inconveniences  were  obvious  which  an  extrajudi- 
cial dechiration  might  involve.  Tlieir  excuse  accordingly 
was  allowed,  and  the  Lords  had  to  make  preparation  for 
the  argument  without  their  help.  But  the  silence  of 
Coke  was  probably,  to  those  who  knew  him,  significant 
enough.  It  told  them  that  in  defending  the  King*a 
right  to  impose  without  the  consent  of  Parliament  they 
could  not  count  upon  his  support,  and  made  them  wish 
to  avoid  the  contest.  Now  the  resolution  they  had  come 
to  in  favor  of  the  Conference  was  only  in  Committee ; 
and  though  it  was  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
House  itself  was  not  bound  by  it.  The  question  "  whether 
they  should  meet ''  had  to  be  put  again,  and,  being  put, 
the  non-contents  carried  it. 

This  was  on  the  24th  of  May  ;  and  I  suppose  it  was  in 
the  course  of  that  day's  debate  that  the  words  were 
uttered,  the  rumor  of  which  was  agitating  the  Lower 
House  when  the  answer  from  the  Upper  was  at  length 
delivered.  Rumor  had  said  that  one  of  the  Bishops  had 
urged  the  Lords  not  to  consent  to  the  Conference,  ally- 
ing that  the  question  was  one  with  which  the  Commons 
had  no  right  to  meddle ;  that  they  were  striking  at  the 
Crown,  and  would  probably  utter  matter  of  mutiny  and 
sedition  not  fit  for  the  Lords  to  hear.  Upon  this  ensued 
a  long,  violent,  distracted,  and  disorderly  debate  as  to 
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tfacatops  to  be  tukt^n  for  righting  tbe  intolerable  wrong. 
Whetlier  Ui  complain  to  tlio  Lords,  or  to  go  at  onco  to 
[)c  King,  or  to  riso  and  i-pfnso  to  sit  again  till  thoy  wero 
tiBlied,  wem  tlif  questions  which  occnpiod  them  all 
Hity;  ending,  howevor,  in  the  moderate  resolution  to  re- 
fer the  question  tn  a  select  Committee.  The  select  Com- 
mittet!,  by  a  majority  of  twenty-one  to  eighteen,  iwHiin- 
niended  that  they  should  go  for  rcdresa,  not  to  the  Lords, 
bnt  t4J  tli*»  King.  And  it  wiis  while  Sir  Kogur  Owen  was 
defending  this  recommendatiou  against  the  grave  nnd 
weighty  ohjeutions  nrgt>d  agiiinst  it  by  Sir  K.  Sandys, 
that  the  auiiwor  from  the  Loi'da  arrived.  Thei'o  wiia 
nothing  in  the  form  of  the  answer  to  interfere  with  the 
effi'Ct  of  Suiidya's  aryiimeut,  which  seema  to  have  con- 
vinced uLl  paitics  ;  and  the  ros<.4tition  with  which  tliu 
disouasion  coneludud  wan  to  send  a  message  on  the  hu1>- 
joet  to  the  Lords  and  to  forbi'ar  proceeding  in  all  othei' 
buMueas  until  tiiey  had  their  answer.  A  select  Commit- 
tee waa  appointed  accordingly  to  prepare  the  message ; 
and  after  some  disi.-usaion  in  the  Houw  up*m  the  report 
(in  the  course  of  which  the  assailatitH  of  the  Bishup'K 
character  were  only  silenced  by  a  suggestion  that  if  they 
puniahed  him  so  much  in  that  way,  it  would  l>e  th(»iight 
punishment  enough  for  the  offense),  all  requisite  prepav- 
fttions  hail  been  made ;  —  when  u  fresh  interruption  was 
cfiusetl  by  the  unnounctrmeut  of  a  letter  received  that 
morning  by  the  Speaker  from  the  King. 

It  was  about  their  resolution  of  the  day  before.  Hr? 
wanted  to  know  what  they  meant  by  *•  forbearance  of 
prociM'ding  in  all  otlier  Inisinesi*,"  and  whether  il  beluiigod 
to  him  or  to  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  Session,  This 
raised  a  new  commotion.  What  did  the  King  know 
ftbuut  the  terms  of  tlieir  re:i(jluiious  ?  Who  had  told 
liun?  There  must  bo  somebody  about  the  King  who 
mi  '    '  him.     Let  there  bn  aC'munittee  of  thn  whole 

H'  Kpiire  into  the  matter,  and  let  overj'body  be 

VfkL.   It  8 
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called  upon  to  clear  himself.  "The  King  has  not  been 
misinformed,"  sivid  Sir  Thomas  Lake,  assistant-secretary : 
"  lie  saw  the  order  itself."  "  Tlie  King  hath  boen  oft 
misinformed,"  said  Mr.  Bulstrode.  "  It  is  certain  that 
there  has  been  misinformation,"  said  Sir  Walter  Chute, 
carver  of  the  King's  meat.  "  There  were  those  that  were 
unfriendly  to  the  calling  of  this  Parliament.  I  doubt 
they  still  cast  bones  in."  "  I  have  been  a  Parliament- 
man,"  said  Sir  Samuel  Sandys,  "  these  tliirty  years;  and 
more  bones  have  been  cast  in  this  Parliament  to  divert 
the  good  proceedings  of  the  House,  than  in  all  the  Par- 
liaments that  I  have  known.  If  the  King  s;iw  tlie  order, 
it  must  have  been  because  he  desired  to  see  it  upon  some 
former  misinformation."  The  conclusion  of  the  debate, 
of  the  tenij>er  of  which  these  are  fair  samples,  was  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  whole  House  the  same  afternoon, 
for  two  purposes  ;  1st,  to  consiiler  of  an  answer  to  the 
King's  letter ;  and  iidly,  to  take  into  consideration  all 
misinformations  made  to  his  Majesty: 

The  first  was  dealt  with  first,  and  passed  without  diffi- 
culty. The  form  of  answer  w:i3  quickly  agreed  upon, 
and  tlie  King  was  rea<ly  to  receive  it.  His  reply  to  the 
deputation  whicli  presented  it  appeal's  from  the  notes  to 
have  been  in  a  very  good  temper.  Approving  of  their 
desire  to  clear  themselves  of  such  an  imputation  sis  had 
been  cast  upon  them,  lie  reminded  tiiem  that  other  mat- 
ters more  necessary  remained  to  be  done :  hoped  that 
they  would  be  careful  to  do  nothing  which  might  give 
occasion  to  such  scandals  :  complimented  them  upon  their 
diligence  in  searching  out  precedents,  and  only  hinted  at 
.what  might  happen  if  he  were  to  follow  the  example, 
and  look  into  the  precedents  of  what  Kings  had  done; 
finally  called  their  attention  to  the  height  of  the  sun,  lis 
admonishing  them  to  take  into  consideration  without  fur- 
ther delay  the  great  and  important  businesses  of  the 
King  and  kingdom. 
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Up  to  tills  Urae  tliey  bud  postponed  the  coDsidoratioD 
of  Supply  upon  the  legiUmate  ground  thut  comraon- 
^ciitth  nuMUurea  ought  to  have  proccdcnce,  and  in  the 
'  ^vowod  t^xpt'ctation  that  wlien  the  pn>per  time  caiiie  it 
would  pass,  us  it  ought  to  do,  without  opposition.  Of 
tht^ao  commonwealth  measurus  tliey  hud  put  tho  most  im- 
|iortttnt  foremost,  and  were  proceeding  iu  a  regular  and 
uonsiitutionuL  way  towards  the  settlement  of  it,  when 
tlwy  wore  stopped  by  the  refusal  of  the  other  House  to 
join  with  them  in  the  usual  method  of  deliberation.  Un- 
til that  impediment  were  in  some  way  disposed  of,  thoy 
might  fairly  have  refused  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
flupply ;  and  if  they  had  taken  their  stand  upon  that,  it 
would  have  been  ditliLHilt  to  dislorlge  them  from  tltoiL* 
positioru  So  tlmir  exsu  stood  up  to  the  £4U»  of  May- 
Btit  on  that  day  the  IfousR  seems  to  hare  tost  its  head. 
On  that  duy  they  descended  from  their  unfiftsuilahle  posi- 
tion ;  jiained  issue  upon  a  quarrel  which  would  have  been 
a  foolish  one  even  if  they  hivd  been  in  the  right,  aud  in 
which  they  were  utterly  in  the  wrong;  and  laid  them- 
selves open  to  a  just  imputation  of  stopping  all  the  busi- 
ness of  tho  nonntry  until  this  quarrel  were  settled  to  their 
own  satisfaction.  It  is  vain  to  pretend  that  it  was  the 
question  f>f  Impositions  which  stopped  tho  way.  What 
thtty  IumI  been  deraamling  since  the  24th  of  May  wtis 
not  an  auilience  for  the  case  against  the  King's  right  to 
l&y  impositions  upon  merchandise,  or  for  other  means  of 
prostHtuting  that  question,  but  the  punishment  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House  for  words  said  to  have  been 
spoUnn  in  the  courses  of  debate  among  themselves.  Soma 
member  of  the  Lower  House  had  heard  —  or  seen  some- 
body who  said  that  ho  had  heard,  or  been  told  by  some- 
body (^for  it  is  imp<i8sible  to  say  exactly  u|>on  which  do- 
grea  of  rumor  they  were  pnjceeding)  tluit  somebody  luid 
heard  —  wurds  spoken  in  the  Up|>cr  Hoiwtr  in  censure  of 
tbeir  proueeJings  txad  in  derogation  of  tlieir  character  for 


86 


ACE5SAGE   FKOU  TlIK  lUSG. 


[DooK  V. 


loyalty.  FVom  that  time  forth  the  one  business  of  the 
country  wna  to  be  the  paiuBtimont  of  the  |iersoii  who  had 
sp4(I{ea  those  W(ti*d».  It  was  not  enough  to  obtain  a 
disavowal  of  them,  or  a  tieflnration  that  they  had  not 
been  used  in  tho  hooso  in  whioh  they  hml  been  nnder- 
atood.  It  was  nut  enough  to  receive  an  iisBuranee  from 
tbo  other  House  that  If  tliey  hud  conceived  the  words  to 
be  apokttn  in  tho  sense  which  report  had  put  upon  them 
they  would  not  have  allowed  them  to  pass  without  oen- 
snre  and  punishnnnit.  All  tliis  had  been  freely  and  fully 
accorded.  Their  demand  was  that  the  speaker  should  bo 
pnnished,  withont  any  *' if  ";  and  not  only  puniahi*d  bnt 
punished  with  a  severity  proportionate  to  the  otTensc  in 
the  opinion  of  the  offondi'd  party.  His  offense  was 
against  the  Conimona.  Till  he  had  been  jtunished  to  the 
MLtitifaetion  of  the  Commons,  other  business  was  to  stop. 
SucIj  being  the  attitude  which  tliey  hud  maintained 
since  the  24th  of  May  and  were  still  maintiining  on  the 
1st  of  June  with  wilder  vehemence  than  ever,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  on  the  3d  they  wore  interrupted 
by  a  nipssago  from  the  King,  warning  them  that  nn- 
leaa  they  proceeiled  forthwith  to  treat  of  his  Supply,  h© 
would  dissolve  the  Parliament  on  the  following  Thurs- 
day. Afore  surprising  it  is  to  find  that  tliey  were  not 
prepared  for  snoh  a  mi*ss:vge.  Yet  it  is  ])lain  that  they 
were  not :  for  the  consternation  it  prodnccd  has  left  legi- 
ble traces  in  the  notes  of  the  debate.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  it,  the  leaders  of  tho  popular  party  all  at  once  dropped 
the  Bishop,  began  to  talk  about  Impt^itions  again,  and 
tried  to  got  back  to  where  they  wlm-o  before  ho  crossed 
their  path.  Some  were  even  for  taking  the  question  of 
Supply  into  consideration  at  once  ;  and  Wentworth,  who 
used  to  be  always  loudest  and  foremost  in  opposition,  waa 
foremost  that  day  to  recommend  meiisut^'s  of  concilia- 
tion,—  deprecated  extreme  proceedings  on  either  side; 
admitted  Uiat  tin;  King  bad  a  right,  as  then  advised,  U) 
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tender  in  Uie  matter  of  Impositions ;  and  conolii<led 
with  a  motion  to  '•  prcaent  him  with  acme  proportion  of 
Supply  presently."  Tho  majority,  howewr,  \vi*.\v  not 
pn?p;ired  to  go  so  fnr  on  the  Btidden  ;  thv>  gcnera.1  current 
of  tho  debate  tliroatened  the  re-optiuing  of  tho  whok  dla- 
putu;  and  all  th*'y  oould  concltide  upon  was,  a  Cummitttitf 
of  tho  whole  Hoiiso  to  prepare  an  iinawer  to  the  King's 

For  ihv  solution  of  a  difliculty  which  requirod  prudent 
eonsidc'ring  and  doiicute  hiindlingf  a  CuntnrLtt4>t^  of  the 
whole  House  wtin  an  unfit  au  instrument  as  could  have 
been  devised.  But  it  was  not  put  to  thu  proof.  The 
Ust  di»hate  took  pliioo  on  Friday :  tljo  House  w:is  to 
go  into  Committee  the  same  afternoon.  But  I  suppose 
the  temper  of  the  speeches  liad  given  warning  that  tho 
further  stirring  of  such  a  qui'stion  in  ttuvh  ;in  luuium- 
blv  would  do  more  harm  than  good.  On  Saturday  tho 
Speaker  w:is  til,  and  the  House  did  not  sit ;  on  Monday 
ihey  were  informed  by  the  King  that  Parliament  would 
be  dissolved  tho  next  day  (which  was  two  days  earlier 
thnn  lhL«  time  previously  indieated)  "  unless  they  should 
be/ore  that  time  perform  what  v,i\s  by  his  former  letters 

iuin?d."  And  on  Tuesday  it  was  dissolved  by  oom- 
ffltssion  accordlnjily. 

Such  is  thL>  history  of  this  dissolution  as  it  may  Ira 
gathered  from  the  JoiiniHls.  But  if  wo  may  trust  the 
report  of  two  couteiuponiry  news-writers,  both  general- 
ly well-informed  and  writing  independiMilly,  —  Cham- 
berlain and  Lorkin,  —  it  would  soem  that,  beetdoa  the 
i»l    ■  uses  of  the  broiich,  arising  from  the  old  strug- 

g.  -n    Privilfige  and    PrL-rugative  (in  whieh    tho 

reftisal  t>f  supplies  on  one  side  and  the  power  of  disso- 
lution on  the  other  were  the  weapons  constitntionidly 
proyided),  thrre  were  others  at  work  in  stscriit.  Both 
tbvat?  reporters  apeak  of  a  "  plot "  or  conspiracy  to 
bnng  about,  not  the  victory  of  either,  but  the  defeat  oC 
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both:  a  conspiracy  to  prevent  :i  peaceable  iaane^  by  aome 
party  whose  object  was  simply  to  make  the  Parliatnont  a 
faiUire.  It  is  not  e.-wy  npon  the  lii-st  view  to  bc«o  why 
anybody  should  have  wished  for  that  result.  That  tljere 
ehouUl  have  been  persons  who,  when  it  Wiis  a  question 
whetlier  a  PiLrliiiment  should  be  called,  thought  the  ex- 
periment unlikely  to  succeed  and  therefore  wished  that  it 
should  not  be  tried,  is  intelligible  enough.  But  when  it 
wuB  too  late  to  prevent  the  trial  of  a  Parliaineat,  it  is 
hard  to  understand  ho%v  any  one  belonfj^inj*  tu  the  Court 
party  couM  have  wiahod  it  to  end  without  voting  sup- 
plied. Other  means  of  replenishing  the  Exchequer  had 
been  tried  in  vain;  and  to  wiah  tliis  to  fail  was  to  wish 
the  King  to  be  still  in  straits  for  money;  which  could  not 
be  the  interest  of  those  who  fed  npon  his  boniity.  But 
the  complaint  repeated  so  frequently  in  the  Journals,  and 
from  so  many  sides,  of  the  *'  casting  in  'if  Ixinca,"  and 
of  '*  j)Opiahly-afFected  pjrsona"  seeking  to  keep  tliem  in 
broils,  prove  tliat  the  existence  of  such  a  party  was  be- 
lieved in  at  the  time,  and  points  to  the  ({uarter  whence  it 
was  supposed  to  spring.  The  Earl  of  Northampton  was 
no  doubt  the  *' |><)pi8hly-allected"  person  supposed  to  ho 
at  the  he:id  of  the  conspiracy  — Sir  Charles  Ooruwallis 
and  little  Dr.  Sharpe  being  his  instruments.  Ho  was 
knowu  to  have  been  against  calling  this  Parliament,  and 
he  treated  the  disi^olution  of  it,  almoitt  o|)enly,  as  a  per- 
aomil  victory  ;  making  a  kind  of  triumi)iuil  entry  into 
London  from  Greenwich  immediately  after,  with  a  gr<*:tt 
attendance  of  gentlemen  on  horeeback,  and  "  with  only 
Sir  Charles  Comwallia  in  his  coach ; "  a  thing  "  much 
noted,"  aays  Chamberlain,  **  Ln  the  manner  and  the 
lime."  What  use  he  proposed  to  make  of  his  victory  we 
camiot  tell,  for  he  died  tho  next  week.  But  I  sup^iosc  he 
thought  that  the  hope  of  relief  through  Parliament  with- 
held the  King  from  arbitrary  nieasiu-es,  to  which,  if  he 
could  be  made  desperate  of  remedy  from  that  quarter,  he 
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would  bo  tlie  more  eusily  induced  to  resort.  To  the  ad- 
vice oi  couucillQt*s  who  were  aiming  eecretly  at  this  «nd, 
his  natural  irritntion  at  the  offenaive  luugunge  used  iu 
the  Ijciwwr  House  laid  him  open :  aud  the  rcwhition  to 
ehorten  tlie  time  allowed  to  the  Commonfl  for  re-consid- 
lon  (for  which  it  would  bo  ditlicult  to  invent  any 
ble  justification  in  policy)  waa  probably  taken 
suddenly  in  a  fit  uf  angr}'  impaticncu  under  their  influ- 
t!U0t3 ;  SutTuUc  and  Soineract  (now  that  they  found  what 
was  the  end  of  "  playing  the  knave "  with  the  Undor- 
bikers)  having  very  likely  jobied  with  Northampton. 

The  ailoQce  of  Bacon  during  all  these  later  debates 
(for  after  the  lOtii  of  May,  when  he  accepted  his  [)art 
in  the  proposed  conference  about  Impositions,  his  name 
occnra  in  the  Journals  only  twice,  and  that  only  as  form- 
ing one  of  the  select  coromittee  on  the  Bi8hop*a  ctise ;  nor 
i»  he  mentioned  by  any  contemporary  newsman  as  hav- 
ing hiul  anything  to  do  with  tliem)  la  to  be  accounted 
for,  probably,  by  his  sense  of  iho  peculuir  condition  upon 
which  ho  held  his  place.  His  office  having  been  decided 
to  be.  a  disqaalifieatlon  for  the  duties  oC  a  member,  he 
could  hardly  obtrude  his  advice  where  it  was  not  asked 
and  whei«  lie  could  not  hope  that  it  would  be  acceptable. 
Bat  that  the  dissolution  was  in  any  way  owing  to  his 

ion  or  advice,  is  an  assumption  entirely  gratuitous, 
and  lu  my  opinion  improbable  in  the  highest  degree.  It 
18  at  variance  with  all  the  external  and  collateral  evi- 
dancd  ;  which  impntes  the  fi'ustration  to  a  sot  of  persons 
both  in  the  House  aud  out  of  it.  —  in  the  House  as 
act(»r8»  out  of  the  House  as  instigators,  —  with  whom  he 
liad  noitlier  sympathy  nor  influence  ;  with  whom  in  fact 
he  had  nothing  to  do.  It  is  at  varianoe  also  with  every- 
thing we  know  of  his  wishes,  hopes,  fears,  proceedings, 
and  policy.  Such  an  upset  was  in  lits  opinion  not 
merely  a  tiling  to  be  avoided,  but  of  all  possible  issues 
the   very    worst    that   c mUl    happen.     That   the    King 
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should  '*  once  part  with  his  Parliament  with  love  and 
reverence,"  was  in  his  opinion  a  thing  "  inestimable  for 
his  safety  and  service."  ^  The  parting  in  this  case  was 
with  mutual  irritation  and  sense  of  wrong,  upon  terms 
mortifying  to  both,  and  not  calculated  to  make  either 
think  better  or  kindlier  of  the  other.  It  was  satisfactory 
to  those  only  who  wished  to  see  Parliamentary  govern- 
ment brought  into  discredit.  How  far  Bacon  was  from 
being  one  of  tliem  has  appeared  clearly  enough  already, 
and  will  appear  more  clearly  still  hereafter. 

1  See  anUf  toI.  i>tp-  679. 


CHAPTER  II. 


A.  D.  1614-1615.    JBTAT.  64r-66. 

Whbn  both  poriics  in  a  dispute  lose  their  temper  it 
ia  not  likuly  that  either  of  them  will  conduct  it  wiaely. 
Tboiigh  we  do  not  know  precisely  what  tlio  provocation 
yrn&  upon  which  the  King  deterinined  lu  send  thiit  por- 
I  emptory  niefldHge,  we  cou  luirdly  doubt  that  he  would 
have  done  more  wist'ly  to  refrain,  ;it  least  until  the  con- 
tumut;y  of  tlie  House  had  exprcasud  itself  in  some  act 
for  which  the  House  oa  a  body  was  more  distinctly  re- 
sponsible tlian  it  could  ever  be  for  the  speeches  of  indi- 
vidual members.  Aa  a  body,  the  Lower  Huuse  had  in* 
TuJTed  itself  in  a  very  foolish  quarrel,  but  it  does  not 
appear  thut  it  had  yc't  passed  any  act  or  reaohition  to 
which  juiitubjectiun  cuuhl  be  taken  by  the  Crown.  With 
rejpvrd  to  the  Bishop,  tlK'y  had  appointed  a  committee 
to  consider  \rhat  further  should  be  done,  and  that  com- 
niitti-i*  hiid  not  concluded  iu  deliberations.  Willi  regard 
to  impodttioua,  they  ha<l  appointed  a  aub-conmiitteo  to 
argue  the  question  in  oonfereuci*  with  the  Lords,  but  the 
argument  lnul  not  come  off.  With  regard  to  the  King's 
Inst  mesH:igo,  the  answer  was  still  under  considenition. 
With  regard  to  snppliea,  they  liad  delayed  but  thoy  had 
not  refused  tbcin. 

Whoever  considers  tlie  nature  and  issues  of  those  con- 
wtJUitiunal  disputcis  will  excuso  a  good  deal  of  warmth 
auid  vivacity  on  both  sidi'S.  So  uncertain  ha  the  consc- 
qaences  were  of  making  the  Crown  absolutely  dependent 
upon  a  vote  of  the  Ltuver  House  for  the  means  of  carry- 
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ing  on  the  government,  the  King  might  well  be  excused 
for  hesitating  to  throw  away  a  source  of  revenue  which 
the  autbonzed  inter|n-etera  of  the  law  hud  bithtarto  de- 
clart'd  to  belong  by  law  to  him.  So  indelimle  as  the 
power  wua  which  tlie  undisputed  command  of  that  source 
of  revenue  would  have  put  into  thu  King's  hands,  the 
Commons  might  well  be  excused  for  fighting  hanl  to 
establish  a  check  upon  it.  In  proportion  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  controversy  was  the  passion  with  which  on 
cither  side  it  was  conducted.  On  botli  sides  tliis  pas- 
sion bred  intemperance.  The  ICing  was  ill-advised  in 
attempting  to  L-nforce  a  vote  of  supply  by  a  threat  of 
dissolution,  and  afterwards  in  committing  some  of  the 
members  to  prison  for  speeches  in  the  House  which  he 
Wiis  not  obliged  to  know  anything  about ;  and  for  burn- 
ing the  notes  which  had  been  prepared  by  those  who  hail 
had  partfc  assigned  tbem  iji  the  Committee  of  Conference. 
Rut  he  was  a  man  whom  nature  had  made  at  once  ex- 
tremely affectinnate  and  extremely  in'itable;  and  though 
he  had  tned  hard  V*  be  patient,  yet  when  he  found  that 
the  House  was  occupying  itself  in  ptrsonal  invectives 
against  the  men  he  loved —  most  of  thorn  the  friends  and 
favorites  of  his  youth,  for  he  never  cast  a  frirud  off — his 
patience  failed  him  and  he  did  a  foolish  thing.  The 
Commons,  on  their  side,  were  men  too :  and  did  their 
bt'st  to  countenance  and  justify  him  in  Vti>tli  tlies4i  oi^^ts. 
By  insisting  on  the  punishment  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln 
for  wliafc  they  considered  slander  of  themselves,  they  do- 
privetl  themselves  of  all  right  to  maintain  that  speeches 
in  tlie  House,  being  ofTunsive  to  persona  out  of  the  House, 
were  exempt  from  punishment  at  the  instance  of  the  of- 
fended party.  And  by  snspencling  all  consiLlrration.  both 
of  the  i^uestiou  of  Impositions  and  the  t^uestion  of  Sup- 
ply, to  make  room  first  for  t^ie  pursuit  of  such  a  quarrel 
ns  that,  anil  thf^n  for  intrusion  into  matters  in  which  they 
had  no  ron^titulional    right  to  interfere,  they  deprived 
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beinsolres  of  all  right  to  complain  of  the  dissotutitm  aa 

aterrupting  tbem  in  the  dischai-ge  of  their  proper  duty. 

Their  excuse  is  of  ihu  sxinitt  kirn]  as  the  King's  exeiiat>. 

rbey  were  angry  b^oiiiiae  they  coukl  not  got  vrhut  Ihcy 

(ranted ;  and  they  did  foolish  things. 

But  how<'Vi*r  tliw  hlumc  may  be  apportioned,  the  isBtie 

not  satisfactory  to  anybcnly  excopt  tho  enoiuiea  of 

Parliaments.     To  part  without  nny  reform  uccompliahed 

pr  gri*'viince  rt*(Ut»aHeil,  was  u  disappointment  to  the  pop- 

lliir  party.     To  part  without  granting  supplies  >t;w   no 

k1  i«f&o.tioii  to  tliem.     It  wjih  not  wlmt  they  intended  or 

rlr.it  they  wished.     Those  of  them  who  were  fttatesmen, 

id  tliere  were  good  Btnteamen  among  their  leaders,  could 

rell   underfitund  both  the  evils  and  the  dangers   of  an 

ipty  Exchequer;  and  though   History  may  be  content 

ritli  pronouncing  her  eunsurus  and  so  paea  on  to  the  next 

caae  without  asking  more  questions,  the  men  of  the  time 

anld  not  forget  that  censures  remove  no  diflicalties.  and 

ml  the  next  question  wan.  what  tlie  goveijnent  was  to 

I?     Thoy  saw  the  state  so  deep  in  debt  (already  more 

bait  half  a  million,  which  was  ikiore  than  a  whole  year's 

rdinary  revenue,  and  still  rapidly  iucreasing)   that  it 

lid  not  oven  borrow  except  at  extravagant   interest; 

i^vernraent  security  being  the  worat  in  tlie  land.     They 

iw  the  natunil  and  constitutional  remedy  by  Parliament 

rice  tried  in  vain ;  each  time  leaving  the  case  worse 

it  WHS  Itefore;  aud  for  the  present  at  leasts  all  ho|>e 

relief  from  that  quarttn*  cut  ofT ;  for  thougli  tho  bist 

ulure  may  have  ansen  from  mismanagement,  and  might 

erhupshave  been  avoided,  it  wtis  not  the  Ipps  past  mend- 

Bg.     The  other  aourcjy*  of  relief  which  remained  avaiU 

jIo  were  not  such  a»  it  was  desirable  to  drivt*  the  King 

^pnn,  wither  for  Ins  (jwn  snka  or  tlie  people's.    Uy  utraiu- 

the  prerogativo  hard,  something  might  uo  doubt  bo 

bndo  of  monopolies,  of  penal  laws,  of  feudal  tenures,  of 

Incs  for  disobeying  proehimations,  of  raising  rents,  of 
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new  iiDpositioDs,  aud  the  like ;  but  such  remedies,  though 
tlicy  might  a  little  relieve  the  present  eymptiina,  woald 
but  hurry  on  a  more  futnl  dise;we.  Soraelhiiig  might 
jjofjaibly  be  douc  by  a  wejilthy  marrijigfi  for  the  Prince; 
but  that  must  be  with  Spain,  und  the  thought  of  auch  h 
thing  was  hateful  to  the  piioplo  as  a  compromise  with 
Antichrist,  Something  miglit  be  done  by  selling  Crown 
property  ;  but  not  without  beggaring  the  inheritance  of 
the  Cnjwn.  Something  also  (and  it  was  the  hMist  objec- 
tionable remedy)  by  tht;  sale  of  titular  honors;  but  not 
without  depriving  Buch  honors  of  all  their  real  value. 
What  else? 

Had  the  failure  of  the  Parliament  been  the  Kiugs 
funlL  alone,  he  might  pi^rliupB  have  purlly  recovered  his 
ptfsition  by  reiauting  his  error,  liut  it  is  too  evident 
that  it  was  not  so.  It  is  too  evident  that  the  House  of 
Commons  could  no  longer  be  trusted  cither  for  under- 
standiug  or  for  acting  upon  the  true  intoi-ests  of  the  king- 
dom, even  according  to  the  most  popular  construction  of 
them.  Tlie  virtuous  and  consistent  and  ])atriotic  mem- 
bers, such  as  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  were  no  longer  m^isters 
of  the  House,  It  had  shown  itself  capable  of  becoming 
a  factious  asaeinbly,  ''  careless  how  the  world  went,**  and 
its  movement*  could  no  longer  be  answered  for  by  any- 
body. 

Then  again,  putting  aside  ihe  r^vae  of  the  King  in  his 
penional  capacity,  and  of  tlui  Crown  in  its  relation  to  the 
CommouR,  iu  what  condition  did  this  dissolution  leave 
the  people  themselves  ?  Abroad,  there  was  Spain,  wth 
the  l*ope  to  back  her,  ready  to  invndo  on  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. What  case  so  inviting  to  an  invader,  as  that  of 
a  nation  whose  Government  can  raise  no  money  ?  Ire- 
land, with  both  Spain  and  the  l*oj>e  at  her  back,  was 
always  ready  to  rel)el :  what  better  opportunity  for  re- 
bellion ?  The  Dntch  would  gladly  beat  the  English  raer- 
chanta  out  of  the  murkeia  of  tiio  world :  how  were  they 
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to  be  protected  against  foul  play  ?  Tlie  pirntoa  of  Algiers 
And  Tunia  w(.iru  plundering  tUcra  aa  tboy  jmsiwd:  lio\r 
were  tliL-y  to  be  protected  iiguiujit  robbriy  V  At  hoine^ 
thougli  tlioro  was  no  grout  evil  proaaiug  nor  miy  grea:. 
danger  tlireatening,  time  was  working  chtingcs  as  uRual: 
new  cases  were  arising  which  Goveniniei»t  reqiiirai  new 
powurs  to  meet;  proolntualions  being  but  a  voictif  whtcli 
could  not  be  enforced  without  aanction  of  a  previous  law. 
Whatever  good  therefore  was  designed  for  the  nation  in 
that  long  urruy  of  btlla  prepared  by  the  Govorninunt  for 
the  last  Parliament,  or  in  any  others  which  the  poimlar 
party  designed  to  bring  in.  all  that  good  wafl  at  a  stand. 
To  call  another  Parliament  imuiediaUdy  would  have 
been  a  hazardous  experiment, — aa  likely  to  do  harm  a^ 
good.  But  th«re  was  one  way  left  by  whirh  those  who 
regretted  the  Mate  uf  things  which  bad  thus  U>en  brought 
about  might  help  to  rectify  it.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  many  Eugliahmen,  both  in  and  unt  of  I'arliament, 
were  aorry  that  the  rci>rescnt^itivei*  of  the  pe.:i|>le  had 
lywn  forced  to  part  without  imposing  a  tax  fnr  the  benefit 
of  the  King,  Ab  many  as  weiN*  of  that  mind  might  offer 
tbi»  King  their  own  ahan^  of  Buch  a  ta.x,  of  tlieir  own  fn^o 
will.  The  law  whieh  forbade  any  man  to  Iks  taxed  with- 
ont  the  eonsent  of  his  representative)*,  could  not  be  con- 
strued as  forbidding  eacli  tnau  to  tax  himself.  Those 
irho  thought  it  right  so  to  tax  themselTea,  \ronld  natur- 
ally think  it  right  for  otliers,  similarly  rireuinstanced,  to 
do  the  sauiH^  and  might  endeavor  to  persuade  them  to 
ilo  U.  While  the  King  on  his  [jart,  though  forbidden  to 
tx^^  any  sueh  eontribulion  without  oousent  of  Pariiii- 
mr^ntt  was  not  forbidden  to  receive  ono  whirh  (with  or 
without  that  couRejtt)  was  fi-ecly  offered.  If  therefore  a 
|»arty  of  noblemen  and  gentUmen,  knowing  whnt  had 
pasMtd,  weighing  the  con seq minces  of  it,  und  eonehiding 
(m  they  might  well  do)  that  such  a  notorious  beggary  of 
the  Exchequer,  together  with  «nch  a  notorious  breach  be- 
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tween  the  Executive  and  the  legislature,  \m8  dangerous 
to  the  best  interuHta  of  the  kicgiloin;  thut  it  Imd  been 
brought  ul)0!it  Itv  no  just,  or  nttioiiiil  csjursft  of  proceed- 
ing, but  by  rtccideuts  imtl  blundens  imd  fiiction  ;  and  tijat 
it  was  sucli  a  conclusion  as  every  wise  and  honest  man  in 
the  kinj^dorn  must,  if  he  uiiderstotxl  the  anture  and  con- 
sequences of  it,  regret ;  —  if  sncli  a  party  jigreed,  first  to 
make  a  subs^Tiption  among  themselves,  and  then  to  get 
up  a  subscription  through  tlie  country,  for  the  ivlief  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  for  a  better  proof  tliat  the  King,  how- 
ever he  might  have  broken  with  the  Parliament,  had  not 
lost  the  affections  of  tlie  people  ;  taking  at  the  siiiue  time 
all  pmcticable  precautions  to  make  people  understand 
that  it  was  rejilly  and  truly  a  free  gift,  —  that  any  man 
might  give  or  not  give  as  he  pleased,  and  that  while 
those  who  gave  would  be  thanked,  those  who  did  not 
give  would  pass  unnoticed  and  unchallenged  ;  no  just  ob> 
jection  could  be  biken  t»>  the  proceeding. 

The  business  was  begun  by  tlie  Uiahops  in  ronvocatioD, 
and  so  far  I  suppose  no  one  will  mainbiin  that  the  pro- 
ceeding was  unconstitutional :  fur  the  offer  thus  nnule  by 
the  members  of  the  Convocation  (with  wliuin  the  le^al 
power  of  taxing  the  clei^y  lay)  may  be  considered  only 
as  an  irregular  way  of  doing  what  they  had  a  right  to  do, 
and  would  no  doubt  have  done  in  the  regular  way  if  they 
had  had  the  opportunity.  And  if  individual  members 
of  the  laity  chose  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Bishops, 
why  not?  **  The  At'chblshop  t»f  Canterbury"  (saya 
Chamberlain)  ^'' began  with  a  basin  and  ewer,  and  re- 
(lecnied  it  with  X140.  The  Bishop  of  Winchester  aa 
much,  Ely  XI 20,  et  «V  de  cceteris.  The  noblemen  fol- 
lowed the  example.  The  Lord  Chamberiain  and  tlie 
Earl  of  Someraet  gave  each  ^200  ;  the  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
X300;  the  rest  h-sa ;  Mr.  Secretary  gave  £100;  and  all 
ofEcera  ttnvarda  the  law  or  receipt,  according  to  their 
minds  i  Sir    ilenry  Fanshawe,   -C.50 ;   Sir   Christopher 


k 


U14-U.] 


THK  PROIEOT  OV  A  BENEVOLENCE. 


47 


Hiittt»ii,  as  lauirli ;  the  Lonl  Cuke,  j£200  ;  but  thu  mat  »£ 
tbe  Judges  come  but  slowly  nftor:  for  I  know  where 
•omt?  prcrtrrUed  but  £20,  wliidi  wns  refused.  The 
int>tii*y  is  paiiJ  into  tlie  Jtwel  Huutto." 

What  Bai'on  gave  I  do  not  find  montionod,  nor  do  I 
know  whetlier  up  to  this  point  lie  hud  hiiJ  anything  to 
do  with  the  bnaineas.  liut  the  next  step  was  a  critical 
ODD ;  BJid  hiB  opinion  wiis  either  a^ked  or  offered  ns  to 
the  eourse  wblt-h  should  be  followed.  ^'  Letters/'  Cham- 
bexlaiii  luidn*  "  shall  be  aorit  into  all  tlio  siiires  to  see  how 
Uiey  will  follow  the  example."  Now  it  is  obvious  that 
ihongh  the  Bishops,  Ijords,  Judges,  and  Courtiers^  in  giv- 
ing what  tbey  plciuwd,  used  no  more  tliuu  their  hiwful 
liberty  to  dispose  of  that  which  was  tliulr  own,  methods 
might  be  uscmI  to  induce  the  shires  to  follow  their  exani- 
plo  which  would  be  fur  from  lawful ;  and  that  the  con- 
Ktitutiounlity  of  the  further  proceeding  depended  entirely 
tt}Kin  the  effect  of  the  letters  that  were  to  be  sent  out. 
The  object  of  Bacon's  advice  was  to  guard  against  this 
danger  by  avoiding  everything  that  h:ul  any  show  of 
cornpuUion  or  authority*  leaving  the  agitation  of  the 
movement  entirely  in  the  hiintls  nf  individuals,  allowing 
every  wan  to  make  his  own  gift  in  his  own  way,  without 
Miy  notice  taken  of  snch  as  gave  nothing ;  and  particu- 
larly tjiking  oaro  that  there  should  be  **  no  letters  from 
his  Majesty,  or  the  body  of  the  Council,  or  the  Lieuten- 
fints«  concerning  the  same.**  If  the  lust  precaution  was 
ueglei-'tcd,  therefore,  it  was  not  his  fault.  Not  being  him- 
a  memlK^r  of  the  Council,  he  could  not  control  their 
lutions ;  and  it  appears  that  in  some  things  they  took 
a  coarse  contrary  to  this  advice.  Therw  is  wustm  to  be- 
lieve that  their  first  design  was  to  make  the  collection  by 
Commission  under  the  Grej&t  Seal,  whicli  was  objected 
to  by  Coke  (now  a  Privy  Councillor)  not  only  as  impol* 
itic  (in  which  Ilacon  would  have  agreed  with  him)  but 
aa  illegal  — in  which  he  diflcrcd  :  and  though  Coke  ru- 
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tracted  that  opinion  afterwards,  it  prevailed  at  the  tdnie, 
nud  prflveutud  Um  adoption  of  that  coarse.  TIio  course 
chosen,  bowever,  was  scarcely  more  iu  accordance  with 
Bacon's  suj;gestions :  for  the  inulion  was  made  by  letters 
from  the  Council  to  Ui«  SlieritTs,  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  Mayors.  And  here  we  may  leave  the  businesa  for 
the  present,  as  we  Hhall  have  to  ruturu  to  it  uftcrvrards. 

The  angry  parting  bt'tweeu  the  King  and  Parliament, 
with  the  grave  dillereiicea  which  led  to  it,  though  not 
followed  by  any  measures  of  violence  or  severity*  could 
not  but  bear  sonic  friiiU^  of  disorder.  In  the  heat  of  the 
agitation  against  ecclesiastical  grievanceH,  a  I^lritan 
clorgymim  named  Peacham  had  made  some  charges 
2;aiiist  his  proper  Bishop  - —  the  Risliop  of  Bath  and 
f'clls  —  for  which  his  was  brought  to  answer  Ijefor©  the 
Hii^h  Commission.  Ills  bouse  being  searclied  for  evi- 
deuce,  several  Itxise  pa|>er8  were  discovered  there,  not 
be4iring  upfm  the  immediato  question,  but  containing 
chiiigcrs  against  the  King  and  the  great  officers  of  State. 
Along  with  these,  was  a  sermon  in  which  all  thoae 
charges  were  collected  and  set  forth,  with  text  and 
prayer  prefixed,  au  if  ready  to  he  preached:  the  whole 
forming  a  violent  invective  against  the  iniquities  of  the 
jvernment^  coupled,  it  would  seem,  with  warnings 
[whether  imprecatory  or  deprecatory  I  do  not  know)  of 
judgment  to  come,  in  the  shape  of  sudden  death  to  tho 
King,  massacre  of  liis  officers,  or  risings  of  his  people ; 
and  implying  an  acquaintance  with  procee<lingH  of  8tato 
which  it  was  supposed  he  could  not  have  known  of  wiUi- 
out  the  help  of  some  one  iu  a  higher  position.  What 
the  oSense  would  have  seemed  to  amount  to  in  our  eyes, 
it  is  impossible  to  say  :  for  no  sample  of  the  composition 
has  been  preserved,  and  the  only  description  we  have  of 
it  18  from  the  pen  of  tho  King  himself,  who  cjinnot  be 
taken  for  an  impiirtial  witness.  What  we  know,  is  tliat 
these  papers,  being  laid  before  the  Privy  Council,  were 
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by  them  jiidgi'tl  to  contain  treasonable  mtitter;  and  that 
Ptqu'Jiuitu  who  wus  uhi^ady  in  durance  wntting  the  stm* 
tence  oE  the  High  Commission,  was  theranpon  commtttod 
to  tin*  Tower. 

For  the  libel  upon  the  Btsliop  he  waa  ahuttly  after  by 
•entence  of  the  Court  deprived  of  hia  orders.  For  the 
libfll  upon  the  King,  which  was  thought  to  be  u  more 
dangerous  mattnr  :ia  utTairs  then  »t<iod»  \w  w.is  now  to  be 
cafli'd  in  question.  In  hia  lirat  examiaation,  which  was 
laktii  beforo  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the  usual  way  — 
ni  what  exact  date  1  have  nnt  iiscertaiued  —  he  seoniH  to 
hiive  admittc^l  that  the  papers  were  in  hia  own  hantl- 
writiti^.  Hut  that  was  not-  thought  enough.  Thoy  were 
«uppr>9ed  to  iu]X)rt  a  conspiracy  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
citing popular  diseontent;  and  the  firiit  dbjeut  was  to  lind 
out  what  other  person  or  persons  were  concernetl  iu  it. 
Upon  this  point  they  could  get  no  ligiit  from  him  ;  and 
imputing  his  silence  to  obstinacy  (for  which  they  may 
perhaps  have  had  some  re^^onuble  ground,  though  wo 
aiij  not  told  what  it  was),  tliey  df  texmintid,  —  wiicther 
upon  their  own  suggestion  or  by  the  King's  command, 
dotM  not  appear,  — to  put  in  fort-i*  a  power  which,  thougJi 
it  had  been  rarely  used  since  James  came  to  the  throne, 
was  still  believed  by  everybody  to  bo  a  power  re8i<ling  in 
tlu3  Cniwn  by  virtue  of  its  prerogiilive.  On  the  Ifttli  of 
Januai^.  1614-101o,  they  issued  the  following  warrant: 

"After  oar  hearty  commondfttions:  Whereas  Edmund  Peach- 
am,  now  pritioncr  in  the  Tower,  stAiidA  charged  with  the  writing 
/»f  ft  hnok  or  pamphlet  coutaiuiug  rauller  treaMOnahli'  (as  is  con- 
onrrd).  Hfid  being  exauiinetl  tliereupoti  rofuMnih  lo  dwhire  the 
tnithin  ttiDH  potnu  wliorcof  he  hnth  been  hilorrogalod :  Fonu* 
mnrh  m  ihn  «i.mr  tlotli  v.onwni  h\»  Miijesty's  «icrtMl  person  and 
guvtyuiuf  ul,  mid  doth  highly  ooncera  tlw  service  to  hare  mu.ny 
things  yet  dificovertnl  lnncliiiig  the  said  book  and  the  author 
thoroof,  whrmii  I*,  .i.tmin  il.aU'ih  imt  fto  clcarly  00  boconiotit  nu 

vvU  ri.  > 
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honest  aud  loytki  subject :  These  stuill  bo  tfaereforo  in  his  BUj- 
eety's  name  to  will  anil  rwjuire  jou  nml  every  of  yon  (o  repair 
with  what  couvcnieut  diligence  you  iu:iy  auuj  the  Tower,  attd 
there  to  call  boforo  yoti  the  said  IVAcham,  »nd  toexarninu  him 
striolly  upon  hitch  iittfrrogntoriea  concerning  the  suld  book  as 
you  ahall  think  tit  and  ncccssury  for  the  munift^statioii  of  truth, 
aud  if  you  find  him  ubslitiatt!  tind  perverse  and  not  otherwise 
willing  or  ready  to  Vi)\  the  truth,  then  to  put  liini  to  tho  maua- 
des,  AS  io  your  discretiou  you  shall  see  occasion.  For  which 
this  aball  be  to  yoo  aud  every  of  yon  suflftctent  warrant." 

Up  to  tliis  time  there  is  no  reason  to  aupposo  that 
Bncon  h:id  hud  anything  wbtUevor  to  do  with  tho  case, 
directly  or  indirectly.  Whatever  questions  therefore  may 
be  raised  aa  to  the  legality  of  this  warrant,  they  caunot 
in  any  way  touch  liiro.  For  though  he  was  one  of  the 
persons  to  whom  it  was  directed,  he  was  not  a  party  to 
the  issuing  of  it.  The  persons  who  are  n-Rponsible  for 
issuing  it  were  the  Arclibisliup  of  Cant^Tbury,  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk  (now  Lord  Treasurer),  the  Dnke  of  Lenox 
(Lord  Steward),  the  K;»rl  of  Worcester  (Lord  Privy 
Seal),  Lord  Stanhope,  Sir  Uaiph  Winwooti  (prinoipal 
SeoT^tary  of  State),  Sir  Fnlko  Grcville  (Chancellor  of 
tho  Exchequer),  and  Sir  Jutius  Caaar  (.Master  of  the 
RoHh).  And  on  their  behalf  it  is  enough  to  say  that  had 
any  question  been  raised  us  to  their  authority  to  issue  it, 
tlie  clerk  of  the  Council  could  have  settled  it  at  once  by 
producing  a  series  wf  warrants  extending  through  the 
whole  of  the  three  preceding  reigns,  and  probably  much 
furtlier  back,  which  proved  beyond  dispute,  that  during 
all  that  time  it  was  an  ordinary  thing  for  the  Council  to 
authorize  and  direct  the  csLamtnation  with  torture  of 
persons  Hiispected  of  state-offenses ;  aud  that  the  direc- 
tions had  always  bi*en  given  aiui  acted  upon  without  any 
symptom  of  misgiving  as  to  their  legality. 

Mad  the  warnmt  been  directed  to  the  Learned  Counsel 
alone,  or  iu  conjunction  with  olHcers  of  inferior  rank, — as 
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the  aitnilar  wari-ant  for  the  torturing  of  Philip  May  was, 
Jin  April,  1608,  ■where  Coke  wns  the  eliief  exftininer,  — 
[BiuH»i  woulil  liavo  huen  misweraltlo.  tliough  not  for  the 
torder,  yet  for  the  nmnnei'  in  wliich  it.  was  executed.  But 
EthU  wns  not  the  case.  Tho  warrant  waa  direcUid  to  Sir 
jKalph  WunviXMl  jiiid  Sir  Julius  f'lpsiir,  who  liad  thk-m- 
k»c»lvps  iiH  I'rivy  Councillors  Rignt-d  it»  togt'tbor  witli  tUts 
Lttornuy  and  Solicitor  General,  the  two  King's  Serjtaiuta 
[(Montapi  nnd  Citw),  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and 
[the  Clerk  of  the  Council ;  that  i»,  to  the  two  Frix'y 
[Councillors,  with  tho  Learned  Counsel  and  the  olBcials 
RiAt  them.  In  a  commission  bo  ctmiposed  it  wiis  not 
■ibie  for  Bucon  k'  tcmtrol  the  proceedings*  and  thero- 
I  it  would  be  nnrt^usonuble  to  hold  him  answemble  for 
fttieni.  Tlie  re^wrt  wiw  drawn  up  by  VVinwoiHl,  by  whotn, 
luA  the  man  i*(  liighest  ofTicial  rank  present,  nnd  one  very 
Dttfuicnt  of  hia  own  abilities,  the  proceedings  were  no 
Idonbt  ordered  nnd  tho  examination  conducted.  Ami 
[the  concluding  pavugmph  ("Upuu  the*;  intcrmgntories 
IPcAchiun  this  day  was  examined  before  torture,  in  tor- 
tare,  between  tortures,  and  uftrr  torture.  NotwithHtand- 
Ling,  nnthin'^  cuuld  bii  drawn  frum  liim,  lie  hLiU  porHlstiiig 
his  obstinate  and  insen«ible  denials,  nnd  former  an- 
i")  i»  in  hia  liauilwritiui;.  Aftur  wliii'h  follow  the 
VH  of  ttte  eight  comiuiH&ionei'H,  Baeoii  titunding  third. 
Bacon's  signatui'u  of  this  report  proves  that  he  was 
ipr>  "    vi-d  it  to  bo  accurate.     Of  the  part  he 

ifM'K         iuatioD,  all  wc  know  is  that  he  wuA  **  not 

[the  principal  examiner."  1  cannot  find  anything  vrrll- 
ten,  or  i"eporte<.l  to  hare  been  spoken  by  him,  wliich  would 
lead  me  to  tiuppowi  that  In.*  cither  advised  or  approved  tlu^ 
[ooursQ  that  was  followed,  or  expected  any  |^od  from  it. 
Tin?  Uf«>  of  torture,  "  in  the  hij^jliest  caacs  of  treason,  for 
idifle(tvery '*  —  tbnt  is,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  ac- 
complices or  the  likr  —  he  believed  to  be  legid.  An  ob- 
iitinatti  refusal  to  declare  that  which  n  man  has  no  right 
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to  conceal  he  lookud  upon  iis  a  grave  offense-,  less  duaerr- 
ing  of  comiwwision  ixirhaps  tlian  any  otlxer :  iiud  where  he 
thought  that  the  ftbstinacy  could  be  overcome  by  being 
luado  puirifiiU  I  can  imagine  him  thinking  it  not  only 
legiil,  but  right,  to  apply  the  pain.  But  that  he  thought 
i*en*^hara*B  case  one  in  which  such  a  proccM  could  be 
employed  ttucccssfully,  aeeius  to  me  improbable.  In  that 
case  the  thing  Buspected  was  not  deiinite  enough,  the 
grounds  of  suspicion  were  too  vague  and  uncertain,  the 
means  of  uvasiun  were  too  ninny,  to  allow  of  the  exauit- 
Date  being  driven  into  a  position  in  which  ho  must 
choose  between  diacloBing  the  secret  and  suffering  the 
pain.  Winwood,  being  more  familiar  with  the  Fi-euch 
than  the  EngliHh  procedui'o  in  Buuh  coses,  might  think  it 
the  best  way.  But  Bacon  Inul  had  too  much  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  system  in  England  not  to  foresee 
that  no  good  would  t'ome  of  it  in  a  case  like  this ;  for  that 
the  prisoner  would  only  give  such  answers  or  make  such 
confessions  as  might  le.td  tu  delny  ;  knowing  that  if  it 
came  to  the  worst  ho  could  retract  everything  that  made 
against  llimi  on  the  plea  that  it  had  been  ex.tui-ted  by  pain 
or  fear  ;  so  ihsit  if  the  case  were  allowed  to  rest  upon 
his  conft'Hsiuns,  it  would  break  down  when  It  c:ime  into 
Court.  The  prcciiution  which  he  took  to  guanl  against 
this  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

In  the  mean  time  he  addressed  himself  with  gretit 
zeal  to  tliB  preparation  of  the  case  against  Peacham  for 
the  Judges  and  Jury.  Whether  this  part  of  the  proceed- 
ing had  been  advised  by  him  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  But 
it  hiLd  buen  resolved  by  the  authorities  to  indict  Peacham 
for  treason ;  and  in  those  anxious  times,  when  so  many 
dimhtful  questions  were  newly  stiiTed,  and  the  Crown 
was  engaged  in  a  struggle  ao  critical,  so  full  of  immedi- 
ate cmbarrassmcMit,  and  upon  the  brink  of  issues  so  haz- 
ardous, it  was  of  more  than  usual  lmj)ortance  that  it 
should  be  strengthened  with  the  fuU  authority  of  the  law. 
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Feachiim'B  transgression  was  on  tlie  poputai-  side.     An 
xncffoctiial  nttompt  to  punish  it,  especially  if  frnstratpt! 
,  by  the  opposition  of  the  Judges,  would  liavo  btiun  nnt  only 
'vrbat  was  then  consitlered  a  dishonor  to  the   King,  but 
a  subfitantiul  dtimage  to  the  royal  authority.     It  would 
[Imvebeen  ivgriided  by  the   opposite   parly  as  a  victory. 
lit  was  better  to  psiss  the  offenstt   by  than  attempt  to 
punish  it  ttfc  the  risk  of  a  defuat;  jast  as  at  this  day  no 
prudent  government  would  prosecute  a  popular  nfFender, 
however  heinous,  before  a  jury  predetermined  to  acquit 
him.     The  doubt  wha  not  about  Uie  fact,  but  abont  tlju 
law;   and  it  vma  important,  before  proceeding  further, 
10  knuw  what  the  .ludgcs  wore  likely  to  say  to  It.     The 
iCtMincil  had  already  resolved  to  deliver  a  copy  of  Peaeh- 
nm'fl  bo<:ik  to  thu  Judges  of  evei-y  bench  as  soon  aa  they 
rrivi*<l  iu   Londun   ami  to  consider  wliat  should  be  done 
when  they  had  heard  their  I'caobitiou. 
In   thia   there   was  nothing  unusual  —  nothing  which 
[anybody  at  that  time  would  have  druunied  of  objecting  to. 
I  In  »pito  of  sorac  sweeping  assertions  to  the  contrary,  it 
may  be  stated   rotmdly   that  for  thu   law  officers  of  the 
[Crown  to  consult  with   tho  Jutlges  beforehand  iu  doubt- 
ful cases  abont  to  be  tried,  wna  at  that  tioio  the  urdiimry 
[course  of  proceeding ;  —  was  so  then  and  continued  to  be 
[  xo  long  after.     Hut  in  the  eourso  which  the  King  proposed 
to  immae  on  this  occasion  there  was  one  novelty  which 
caused  some  troublu  at  the  time,  and  thougli  the  history 
[of  it  is  quit«  simple,  the  motive  quite  intelligible,  and  the 
[end  (fto  far  as  I  can  see)  quite  innocents,  has  suffered  ex- 
piry misinti'rprfitjktion  since.     The  King  was  him- 
r-uailcd  that  the  case  for  the  prosecution  was  good 
iia  law  :  but  he  wished  to  be  sure  that  the  Judges  would 
the  same  view  of  the  case  whii'h  he  did.     Whivt  he 
Ited,  if  wc  may  judge  of  his  intentions  by  his  actions, 
[was  not  to  control  their  opinions,  but  to  know  what  they 
Experience,  howoTort  hiul  taught  him  that  it  was 
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not  un  etisy  tbiug  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  the  other 
Judges  wbeii  Coke  wiis  nraong  thcui,  who  ho  ovei-crowed 
them  by  the  weight  of  his  i-uputatlun,  the  overwhelming 
resources  of  his  U*g3ii  erudition,  his  mastery  in  law-logic, 
whereby  he  could  turn  the  edge  of  the  Iaw  which  way  he 
filoiiSL'd,  and  iibove  all,  by  sheer  strength  of  wlU»  that 
they  hud  no  opinions  uf  their  uwu ;  and  Jauies,  being  by 
this  time  no  contemptible  lawyer  himself,  and  knowing 
very  well  that  Coke,  however  overwhelnung,  was  far 
from  infallible,  had  a  mind  to  know  what  the  others 
would  think  when  they  hud  no  prompter.  With  thi« 
view  he  gave  direction  that  the  case  in  law  should  be 
8ub]))ttted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench, 
sevendly.  Each  was  to  be  asked  his  personal  opinion 
whether  a  Bpecitied  offense  amounted  to  treason.  Thoro 
was  to  be  no  attempt  to  deceive,  or  overbear,  or  other- 
wise dejd  iinfuirly  with  his  judgment.  The  grounds  of 
the  indictment,  with  the  records  and  preceilents  upon 
whicli  it  wna  justified,  were  to  be  laid  before  him,  and 
bis  opinion  was  t<i  bo  asked  wliether  such  an  indict- 
ment would  be  good  and  sutKcient  in  law.  —  whether,  in 
short,  it  wuA  a  ease  fit  to  go  into  Court  with.  No  time 
vfiia  limited  for  the  answer.  No  form  of  answer  was 
prescribed.  The  only  thing  insisted  on  was  that  each 
sboidd  answer  for  liimself,  without  consulting  the  others, 
the  same  question  which,  had  they  been  assembled  in 
conference,  would  have  been  entertained  and  answered 
by  them  all  as  a  matter  of  course.  If  a  majurity  of  them, 
BO  consulted,  had  nnswerefi  no,  the  proeecution  (I  imag- 
ine) would  Imve  been  dro[)ped. 

Now,  unless  the  Judges  had  a  right  to  be  treated  as  a 
parfj/  in  the  State  svith  a  collective  conscience,  I  do  not 
clearly  see  upon  what  ground  they  should  object  to  be  so 
consulted.  They  could  not  say  that  they  were  individ- 
nally  incompetent  to  form  an  opinion  on  such  a  question 
without  taking  advice  Jn  common ;  for  that  was  the  very 
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thing  tliey  hatl  to  do  la  tlie  ordiiwry  dwchaTge  of  their 
(iiitii«.  PeRcluim*a  offenHO  hud  been  in  SomereetHhiro. 
In  ordinary  courso,  he  wonM  be  tried  at  Taunton  before 
this  two  Judgfs  who  rode  the  Wustwrn  Circuit.  Those 
Judgtrs  would  have  to  explain  the  law  to  the  J»iiy  with- 
out waiting  to  consult  thfir  fc^llaws.  If  they  did  not 
Bhriiik  from  the  rC8pi>n8il)ility  uf  declaring  their  opinion 
in  Court,  when  it  would  be  a  judicial  decision  and  direct- 
tion  carrj'ing  life  inul  death,  why  should  they  nhiink 
from  thf  rnaponRibiiity  uf  declaring  it  to  the  King,  whoii 
H  would  be  merely  an  opinion  given  for  hia  information, 
und  would  di'terniino  nothing  except  whether  the  trial 
should  proceed  or  not  ? 

That  by  answering  the  King's  question  thoy  would 
oommii  thi-msclvL'a  to  an  opiniim  formed  upon  an  rr  parte 
Btatement,  mit/ht  ijideed  have  been  justly  urged  as  a  rea- 
son for  objecting  to  answer,  —  if  they  wore  themselves 
to  try  the  cjwc'  Hut  that  ri|kj.-<:tion  woulrl  Ikivo  apph«d 
to  an  opinion  given  by  the  ataemhled  Judges  (piila  aa 
Ktjt)ngly  as  to  one  given  by  each  of  them  separately. 
And  it  waa  not  the  objection  which  waft  ix'ally  t:ik»3n  ; 
being  indeed  a  discovery  of  later  dato,  which  had  not  yet 
nucrurred  to  anybody  —  not  oven  to  Coke  himself,  who 
W:w  always  too  ready  to  give  his  opinion  upon  cases 
which  he  Wiia  himself  to  try,  b<!fore  they  had  been  half 
heArd  ;  and  whoso  objection  in  this  cose  totho"auric- 
ulur"  taking  of  opinions  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
That  the  "auricular*'  proceeding,  if  it  hnd  become  a 
regular  practice,  would  have  tended  to  weaken  the  au- 
thority nf  t!ie  Juilgwi  K8  a  body,  by  depriving  thrift  of 
the  stiYMigth   tlorlvod  from   unitetl   action  and  apparent 

'  Til.  .Iu<It;<^  I'V  wIiKiii  IVttchatn  wiw  l<»  be  *rW  ■wvtb  tiol  (w  Mr.  Ganliwr 
liA*  |Hiiii(ril  I'fit  I  ftiiitnif;  I)ii>p>v  wlione  upiiiMiii  wiR  In  tliiK  rn"n  nH)uin-(1.  But 
Utal  «raa  (m-lialtlv  in  iii-uuleiil.  If  liu  bitd  Wen  trtvil  in  the  Kinic'H  Roiirti  I 
tlAT*  R4  rr*>fii>  III  tJiiiik  lliJil  n  <li(Ti-n'itt  <-mtr>v  wmild  luv«  twon  Iskcn'  Tht 
JiblitM  ol  tlir  K!ii){'k  Hvncb  wurv  cmuultuiJ  as  Uid  higbcvt  auUtoritjr  ii[iiin  erlin 
IkAl  law 
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unanimity  of  opinion,  and  would  have  thereby  retArded 
the  process  by  which  they  were  gradually  becoming  iii- 
depondont  of  the  ('rown,  is  nut  to  bi*  denied;  and  as  it 
is  nutuial  for  uU  boilitfa  to  stnijigle  after  tlieir  own  inde- 
pendence, it  wiis  natural  that  the  Judges,  and  es|X)cl;dly 
Coke,  BhouUl  dislike  it.  But  tli©  King  also  had  hia  inde- 
pi.'ndcncc  to  look  after ;  and  if  he  suspected  a  coinbino- 
tiou  of  the  Judges  to  clip  his  wings,  it  was  natural  that 
he  too  should  use  what  powers  lie  hod  left  to  break  it. 
By  taking  tlie  itpiujou  of  each  separately,  he  could  at 
least  prevent  any  one  among  tliein  from  dictating  the 
opinions  of  the  rest,  and  nt  a  time  when  he  certainly  had 
the  right  to  remove  any  one  of  them  at  pleasure  from  hia 

ice^  it  wotdd  be  dithcult  to  raaint4iiu  that  he  had  not 
right  to  ask  for  Ilia  opiniou  upou  a  point  of  law. 
That  an  extra-judicial  consultation  of  the  kind  with  the 
assembled  Judgi-s  was  not,  in  those  days,  considered  by 
any  of  them  at  all  out  of  the  common  way,  we  have  con- 
clusive evidence  in  a  case  of  treason  which  waa  proceed- 
ing at  the  same  time.  While  Peacham's  case  was  still 
pending,  the  four  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench  met  the 
members  of  the  King's  learned  counsel  in  Coke's  cham- 
bers, heard  the  charge  and  the  proofs,  and  desired  that 
the  examinations  and  papers  should  be  left  with  them 
for  a  while  to  be  considered  ;  Coke  making  no  objection 
at  all,  but'iffering  au  opinion  of  his  own  upon  that  case 
at  once,  and  when  the  conference  was  over,  promising 
that  his  private  opinion  upon  the  ciLSe  of  Peacham  should 
bo  ivady  very  soon. 

A  few  days  after,  ho  delivered  it  in  writing.  What 
the  terms  wore,  wo  do  not  know.  But  we  know  that 
the  c(mditions  under  which  the  opinion  was  obtained 
did  not  interfere  with  its  liberty,  for  it  amounted  in  effect 
to  a  denial  of  one  of  Bacon's  cardinal  positions.  To  make 
Peacham's  olTeiiac  treason,  it  was  necessary  to  hrtld  that 
one  nf  the  nifiins  by  which  ^*  the  King's  death  is  com- 
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or  iniaginod*'  is  the  ^^diuibliug  of  his  regiment, 
and  making  luni  nppcar  to  Iw  inculpable  or  indipn  to 
reign/*  And  th«  opinion  wbiob  Coke  then  delivered,  as 
vfti  learn  from  Itncou  liimself  in  another  plac€^  **  amountt^d 
in  effect  to  thiH  —  (Intl.  no  words  of  aeandid  or  defuniHtion, 
importing  that  tlie  Kinj^  wiia  utterly  unworthy  to  govern, 
were  treason,  except  ihey  disabled  his  title."  With  raod- 
rrn  tdeits,  it  is  not  ejiay  to  se<!  the  vahie  of  the  diatinc- 
(oon  ;  beeauae  worda  only —  tliat  is,  the  mere  expression 
of  an  opinion — seem  to  us  insufticient  in  either  cujse  to 
niuko  treason.  With  the  ideas  uf  Baeon's  time,  it  mtist 
have  been  equally  dliUcull,  because  words  tending  to  ejc- 
eite  popnlur  disaffection  to  the  person  and  government  of 
the  King  wt're  (piite  as  daiigerons  to  the  Crown  aa  words 
disabling  hia  title.  Neverthelesa,  as  most  of  the  former 
trttasona  luul  been  eoiinected  with  the  claims  of  some 
rival  and  pretender  to  tho  Crown,  it  may  be  easily 
fluppo»ed  that  theiv;  were  few  or  no  eases  in  ttic  books  in 
vrhieh  the  disaViling  of  the  title  did  not  form  pan  of  tho 
chalets  and  was  not  held  to  have  been  proved  ;  and 
t-oke  a  opinior*  would  stiind  upon  the  preeedunts.  How- 
e*rer  this  may  be,  hia  answer,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
deprived  tho  Govrrnmont  (in  the  court  of  popuhir  opin- 
ion) of  thu  8np{>ort  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  brought  on 
the  danger  which  Bacon  appreliended  when  he  said  to 
tile  King '*  except  tlic-so  stay  in  the  ship,  ye  cjinnot  be 
wife.'^  To  pii>eeed  no  further  with  the  case  under  U»at 
disadvautuge  would  probably  have  been  his  adviooi,  if  ife 
had  not  proceeded  so  far  already.  But  aftnr  tlio  King 
bad  pressed  it  on  ao  eagerly  and  allowed  it  to  takd  so 
much  wind  (for  tho  general  result  of  all  the  examination* 
and  conHnltatitnis  watt  well  enough  known  abroad),  it  was 
m  dangerous  to  stop  as  to  go  on.  To  drop  the  pros- 
ecution ikt  this  point  would  certainly  have  bnen  a  great 
ijocounigement  to  the  disaffeited  p:irty,  for  it  would 
have  immediately  gone  abroad  that  people  might  indutgo 
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themaclves  in  the  Mmpoitition  of  libcU  agiiiiist  the  State 
without  uny  risk. 

Tho  docision  (whoever  was  responsible  for  it)  was  to 
go  on,  the  opinion  of  Coke  notwithstftjiiling.  On  the 
24th  of  February,  directions  were  given  that  Poacham 
should  be  sent  into  Somersetshire  for  trial  at  the  We&tern 
Assizes.  But  t\hi  next  day  (though  "  Sir  Randall  Crew, 
the  King's  Sergeant,  and  Sir  Ht;nr>*  Yelverton,  Solicitor, 
were  re;uly  to  go  to  horse  to  liuvo  waited  on  hitn  there," 
the  order  was  countermanded.  In  hope  of  pi-ocuring 
d(>lay,  hft  had  made  a  new  stutempnt,  implicating  Sir 
John  Sydenham,  brother-in-law  of  his  neighbor  and 
patron  Mr.  Paulet ;  which  was  thought  to  require  inves- 
tigation. Both  Sydenham  and  Paulet  were  sent  for, 
and  the  Biehop  of  Bath  and  WelU  —  his  own  Bishop, 
and  the  object  of  the  HbrI  which  first  brought  him  under 
the  notitre  uf  the  High  Cummission  —  vnis  appointetl  to 
examine  him  again.     "  On  Sunday,*'  says   Chanibcrlain, 

—  Sunday  was  the  26th,  —  "he  was  at  the  Court  con- 
front*'d  witli  Sir  John  Sydenliam  about  certain  speeches 
heretofore  passed  between  them,  and  Mr,  Paulet  and 
some  of  his  men  are  sent  for  upon  tho  like  occasion.  But 
for  ought  I  learn  there  is  no  likelihood  of  danger,  no 
more  than  there  was  towards  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley  and  a 
minister  or  two  of  that  country,  that  were  likewise  called 
in  question,  and  have  rciisonably  acquitted  themselves, 
the  matter  falling  out  to  be  of  small  moment."  Baoon 
seems  to  have  had  no  hope  of  good  from  this  proceeding 

—  believing  the  new  story  to  be  merely  a  devitie  for 
delay,  whicti  could  lead  to  nothing  except  the  discovery 
that  it  was  false.  Neither  does  he  seem  to  have  hod  any 
part  in  the  examination  himself,  or  even  to  have  been 
present  at  it;  for  in  reporting  to  the  Iving  the  result 
and  tho  further  measnres  which  it  had  rendered  neoes- 
sjiry,  ho  speaks  only  of  what  he  ha.s  learned  from  the 
Bishop,     llie  prtnuipal   measure   which   he  considered 
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!  necessary  was  another  examination,  to  be  taken  by  him- 
self nnti  libt  folIuwB  of   the  LenrneU  Counsel  alone  (in 
which  therefore  he  could  have  the  inimagi^inent  of  it  in 
lhi&  own  hands)  in  order  to  remove  confusions  and  am- 
Ibiguittes^  and  clear  the  indictment  of  mutter  depending 
■■Km  confessions  which  might  be  retracted  and  disavowed 
PVkxtortc^l  by  fciir  of  puin :  and  with  that  view  to  make 
[hioi  believe  that  the  trial  was  coming  on  immediately 
land  that  it  would  bo  his  last  opportiinity  of  speaking. 
1 1  do  not  suppose  that  since  the  unsuccessful  experiment 
I  of  the  lOth  of  January,  the  ^^  manacles"  (whatever  the 
■Mjturn  of  that  torture  may  have   been)  had  been  either 
PIpied  or  throatennd,  for  we  hoar  nothing  of  them.     But 
[for  Bncon*s  purpose  in  this  examination  it  is  clear  that 
[the  prisoner  must  have  been  relieved  from  all  apprehen- 
[eion  of  them.      What  he  said  was  to  bo  said  in  such  a 
[  manner  tliat   he   could   not  disavow   it   in  Court,  or  it 
wonld  bo  of  no  use  ;  and  if  he  cnald  have  pleaded  fear 
of  torture  as  his  motive  in  saying  it,  it  wonld  not  have 
been  held  admissible  am  evidence.    The  linal  examination 
of  Pcachinn  took   phioe  on  the   lOtli  of  March,  and  this 
[  is  tlic  last  wn  hear  of  the  case  iis  fnr  mt  ISiicon   was  con- 
cerned with  it.     It  was  now,  I  imagine,  too  late  to  try 
it  at  the  Western  Assizes  during  the  present  circuit.     It 
hiul    to  wait  for  the  next.     The    result  we    le;irn  from 
f  Chamberlain.     Writing  to  Carleton  on  the  13th  of  July, 
Itilo,  he  savs  :  — 

**  Penchatu,  the  minister,  that  hath  beon  this  IwclvemonLh  hi 
the  Tower,  is  sent  down  to  be  tried  for  Ireiuon  hi  Somerstjtshiru 
1  bciforo  the  Lonl  CWxt^f  Bnron  und  Sir  Henry  A[onMgit  (he  lie- 
I  flsofdcr.  Sir  Ruudiil  Crew  oinl  Sir  Hurry  YelverloD,  tjic  Kitig'ii 
[  SerjjeatJt  und  Solioilur,  ure  iieitt  down  to  pros^'utn  the  trial.  If 
I  the  fWIow  iiuve  tl)«  gmco  to  ftiibuiil  himtiolf,  I  tliiuk  he  shall 
I  have  tiu  gruat  Immi,  otlierwis«  he  muit  take  his  adventure." 

[      And  again  on  the  24th  of  August, — 

**  Peachsiu,  the  minister,  dXer  a  year's  imprisouraent  in  the 
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Tower,  was  arraigned  ibe  7th  of  (liis  mouth  at  the  assizes  Id 
Somersetshire,  before  tho  Lord  Ouef  Buron  and  Sir  Henry 
lontagu.  Sir  Randal  Crew  and  Sir  Henry  Yelverton  were 
eut  down  to  proaecnte  the  busitiess.  Seven  kulghts  were  tnlcen 
from  the  Rench  to  be  of  the  Jury.  Ho  defended  himetelf  vtfry 
simply,  but  ob&tiiuitely  un<l  doggedly  enough ;  but  his  ofTeuM 
vfoA  80  foul  and  ficniidalous  that  bo  was  condemned  of  High 
Treason;  yet  not  executed,  uor  perhaps  ahall  be,  if  he  have  the 
grace  to  submit  himi^clf  and  lihowaomD  remorse/* 

On  the  Slat  of  August  unotbei*  attempt  was  made  to 
obtaiD  from  him  a  confcBsion  of  the  truth,  at  which  he 
Becms  to  have  owned  himBotf  the  nuthor  of  the  writiugfl 
imputed  to  him.  but  denied  any  intention  to  publish 
or  prejich  them.  WJiether  the  Gnvernuient  believed  this, 
or  whether  it  was  merely  out  of  respect  for  the  opinion 
of  the  dissentient  Judges,  the  verdict  and  sentence  pro- 
nounced ftf^inst  him  wi-rc  thou(:;ht  Boflicient  for  example; 
and  though  ]]0t  pardoned  or  liberated,  he  was  allowed  to 
live  otherwise  unmolested  till  he  died  about  seven  months 
after.'  It  wiis  a  caao  which  inigbt  have  been  expected 
(considering  tbab  Cuko  was  understood  to  be  agninst  the 
prosecution)  to  excite  a  good  deal  of  poptdar  sympathy 
at  the  time.  Hnt  I  do  not  find  tnices  of  any.  Peach- 
am's  contemporaries  seem  to  have  seen  nothing  interest- 
ing in  him.  Wlmtever  his  deservings  may  have  been, 
his  name  owes  all  its  favor  with  posterity  to  the  diaeov- 
ery,  about  a  hundred  years  since,  of  the  name  of  Bacon 
among  eight  witnesses  to  his  examination  under  torture. 

In  suggesting  precautions  to  be  observed  in  collecting 
the  "Benevolence,"  so  as  to  make  it  a  really  "volun- 
tary oblation,"  B:icon  had  added  a  recommendation  that 
"  however  no  manner  of  compulsory  means  w«s  to  be 
nsed,  nor  no  show  thereof,  yet  if  any  malicious  person 
should  deride,  or  scorn,  or  slander  the  frank  disposition 

1  '*  P«ii-liiiiii,  llii:  oomlvttiiirU  minitilcr,  is  dviil  in  the  jail  at  Taunton,  wh«r« 
lliey  eay  he  led  livliinti  Itim  a  utmi  wick«d  rtn<l  (t>^pcratc  wriung.  vrorw  iluui 
Hut  he  wu  coiivietfd  for.*'    CUamtMriMin  to  Cjirt«(on,  37  Kirc^,  1616. 
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^H  of  tho  King's  subjects,  or  ptirpoeely  dissitode  it,  or  seek  to 
^H  defeat  it  or  divert  it,  that  he  ha  qaestioued  And  ficverely 
^H  punished."  In  «.'onsffHK'ncr  of  the  nt'gli'i;t  <>[  one  of  the 
^H  niuin  ptx^ciiutiona  (tluit  uo  leiiers  slioulii  bt*  sent  about  it 
^B  from  the  body  of  tbu  CouucJl)  — a  ease  occurred  exactly 
^H   ans^vering  this  dcacription. 

^B       The  boncvoh^'ncc  money  htvving  come  in  slowly  and 
scantily  in  answer  to  the  Rrst  letters  from  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  movements  of  Spinola  in  Germany  (which 
Bcemod  to  Oiruutuu  thf.  PuUilinate)  hiiving  auppUud  thcni 
with  a  ft-esh  and  popuhir  ai^ument  iu  favor  of  contribu- 
tion—  fur   wtlimit   miintty   how   couhl    Uio   Oovommcnt 
tukc  sitcli  .1  piirt  in  tlio  impending  ((uarrul  as  booame  tho 
greatness  of  England?  —  a  second  circular  was  sent  to 
Ihi:  ShiTifTH  towards  the  end  of  September,  urging  greater 
speed  in  iiiiilciiig  the  oullectiou  and  Bending  in  the  pro- 
ceeds.    Upon  tho  receipt  of  these  letters,  mr^ctings  wore 
appoinle<l  by  tlio  Jiistices  of  Peace  to  be  liehl  in  the  sev- 
eral iDwns,  for  tlie  purpose  of  tjiking  the  subject  into 
OOnsidenitiou:    and  aniODg  the  rest  in  ^larlboruugh,  a 
icipal  town  of  Wilcshire^  which  was  governed  by  a 
lyor.     Thti    Mayor   (feeling   apparently  the   want   of 
counsel  and  assistance)  applied  to  Oliver  St.  John,  as  u 
of  good  family  and  u  person  of  importiuice  in  the 
CD.     St.  Juhn  forbore  to  give  any  answer  iu  private, 
the  next  day,  when  the  Justices  were  to  m^t,  sent  a 
lott4:r  to  the  Mayor,  with  authority  to  lay  it  before  them 
if  he  thought  fit. 

Not  content  with  arguing  that  the  proceeding  was  con- 
trary to  3fai/na  CharUi^  in  wliich  the  w»iti:r  niirrht  bo 
merely  stating  his  own  reason  for  refusing  to  giv^  aity- 
tliing  himself,  Im  prooeeiied  to  declare  in  express  terms 
that  the  King  was  ipio  facto  guilty  of  ptyjiiry,  the 
highest  oFftniHe  against  God  ;  that  for  such  acts  Richard 
If.  lost  his  urowii;  and  that  ercry  subject  who  should 
lend  bis  help  would  be  accessary  to  the  King*s  stn  and  iu 
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danger  of  excomniunication.  Saob  a  <l«cl«nition  in  a  cane 
butween  ono  subject  und  anotlici'  involving  money,  would 
even  at  tliia  day  bo  calltd  an  actionable  QffeiisG.  What 
it  muAt  Jinvo  sf^emed  in  tliose  days  tu  tliose  iigainBt  whom 
it  was  committed,  we  may  best  cououivo  by  imiigining  u 
like  imputation  cast  upon  tho  IIouso  of  CommoiiR,  and 
calling  to  mind  tlio  cost's  of  Dr.  Cowell  and  thu  two  Bisli- 
Op3.  And  certainly  if  any  attempt  was  to  be  madu  for 
the  preservation  of  reasoniible  decorum  and  tlio  common 
forms  of  respect  iu  tho  demeanor  of  the  subject  to  tlie 
sovereign,  and  if  there  was  any  court  in  the  land  legally 
autlionzed  to  take  notice  of  gn>sa  breaches  of  tlif  sam**,  1 
do  not  myself  scu  how  sudi  a  case  as  this  could  have  been 
properly  pisstMl  over,  and  accordingly  it  was  brought  be- 
fore tho  Star  Chamber.  That  the  object  of  the  proce<*d- 
ing  was  not  to  punish  the  man  but  to  make  an  impres- 
sion u[)on  opinion  by  a  judiciid  sentence  accompiuiicd 
witli  authoritative  declavution,  nmy  be  grtther«*d  from  tho 
conclusion  of  Bacon's  8|.>e^'Glt,  which  is  eviflently  intended 
to  prepare  for  the  submission  which  followed.  A  fine  of 
X.5,000,  with  impriftonnient  fUiring  the  King's  pleiwure, 
would  have  been  a  heavy  punishment  if  it  Iwd  been  ex- 
acted to  the  uttermost;  but  the  penalties  of  the  Star 
Chamber  in  JunK's's  time  were  seldom  enforced  against 
delinquents  who  acknowledged  their  fault.  Upon  a  full 
acknowledgment  and  submission  made  in  the  Star  Cham- 
ber in  June,  he  whs  set  at  liberty  without  Iwing  catled 
ou  to  pay  the  fine  ;  which  was  afteo-wards  formally  »*e- 
mitted,  and  the  whole  record  of  his  sentence  at  his  own 
petition  cancelled. 

'I'his  waa  the  end  of  the  only  trouble  which  the  benev- 
olence brought  upon  the  government.  The  amount  of 
tlie  collection,  though  it  probably  fell  short  of  the  expec- 
tations of  the  movers,  and  verv  far  short  of  what  was 
wanted,  waa  nevertheless  no  inconsiderable  relief  to  an 
empty  exchequer.   Forty  or  fifty  thousand  pounds,  though 
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not  ennogK  was  not  to  be  despised.     It  helped  tlie  pres- 

'ent,  and  I  do  not  find  that  it  laskdv  tlie  future  more  diffi- 

It.     Bat  tlio  ditliouitT,  though  not  aggnivAtod,  wtu  Btill 

The  l>enttvolt*»c«  may  be  said   to  hnve  supplied 

of  meeting  the  extriiordinary  ehargiis  for  about  a 

Bat  ns  it  could  not  be  n*prat^d,  the  okl  quostiou 

Tcetxrred :  How  was  the  mist  year  to  be  provided  for  ? 

and  before  the  ond  of  the  vacation   that  question  was 

lOnco  more  fonoally  referred  to  the  Council, 

The  length  of  time  which  passed  after  the  diaaolution 

the  lust  Kirliiiment  before  another  was  called.  conpU^d 

Iwith  the  shifts  to  which  the  Govemment  was  driven  in 

mean  time  for  raif^ing  money,  has  given  rise  to  an  im- 

[>rvssion  that  it  was  the  deliberate  intention  and  policy 

the  King  to  diapen&e  with  Parliameiits  a1togt*thvr,  and 

to  carry  on  thr*  government  witlinut.     But  though  to 

[ShoM  who  look  only  at  the  surface  of  events  without  ob- 

rving  their  causes  there  may  seeui  to  be  some  color  for 

lis  opinion,  we  have  concluHive  evidence  that  it  was  not 

^•o.     U  tliere  w:i8  any  time  whon  Jamos  might  be  fairly 

Ltittpected  of  a  det>-rmiimtion   to  dispenne  with   ParlLa- 

aentB,  it  was  Imuiediateiy  after  tlie  unfortunate  issue 

the  last ;  for  the  conciliation  of  which  he  hiwl  gone, 

he  thought,  so  far  in  conceasiona.     Vet  within  lewi 

Jian  nixt-pon  months  we  find  him  seriously  engaged  with 

lis  Council  in  (consultations  and  preparations  for  calling 

aother. 

Of  oouiBO  I  do  not  impute  this  to  any  romantic  desiro 

hU  pdrt  Ut  put  limitations  u[Hiii  his  own  authority. 

The  same  financial  cmbarras«nient  which  made  Parlia- 

lt»ent«  so  dilRcult  to  deal  with  obliged  .him  to  face  the 

^difficulty.     He  <lid  not  se**  any  hope  of  effectual  rumetly 

by  any  o^her  means ;  and  Uioiigh  he  disliked  the  neccs- 

lity  ho  was  prepared  to  submit  to  it.     The  fact  U  not 

iltojjether  ni'w;  f«ir  Mr.  Gardiner  has  duly  rrmrdetl  it, 

Pfli.,11  'li   T  cannot  think  that  in  M«  vinw  of  .lunies's  prc»- 
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]inga  au(l  poHey  be  has  taken  it  duly  into  account. 
But  I  urn  fortunate  in  bting  able  to  supply  somo  fresb 
evidence  on  the  subject  which  is  both  new  and  mate- 
rinh 

AVith  whom  the  resolution  originiited,  —  whether  with 
Jumes  himself,  or  with  his  Privy  Council,  or  with  some 
private  adviser,  —  diM>a  not  clearly  uppijar.  But  it  w«s, 
if  not  suggested,  at  any  rate  very  strongly  supported,  by 
Bacon,  in  a  niemoriiil  or  letter  of  advice  whicli  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  King  about  this  time.  If  we  knew  thu 
exact  date  of  it  we  should  bo  iiblc  to  judge  whether  it 
was  this  niomorial  which  inducfd  the  King  to  n»fnr  the 
matter  to  his  Council,  or  whether  the  knowledge  that  it 
had  been  refeiTed  to  the  Council  induced  Bacon  to  write 
the  nieinoHal.  I  incline  myself  to  the  first  supposition, 
because  I  think  he  cotdd  hardly  have  entered  so  fully 
and  carefully  into  the  whole  question  without  some  allu- 
sion to  the  deliberations  of  the  Council,  if  he  had  known 
that  thoy  were  going  on.  The  point  is  not,  however,  of 
much  iinportmce  ;  for  whatever  the  occasion  inny  have 
been,  the  paper  itself  cuntains  an  elaborate  discussion  of 
the  expediency  of  calling  another  Parliament  and  the 
measures  to  be  taken  by  way  of  preparation,  submitted 
by  hira  privately  to  the  King,  and  to  be  Uiken  therefora 
as  representing  his  own  porat-uud  opinion.  A  manuscript 
copy  of  it,  in  a  haiulwriling  of  the  time,  or  not  much 
later,  had  found  its  way  into  the  Library  of  the  luuer 
Temple,  where  it  remains.  And  it  is  a  singular  and  sig- 
nidcsuit  fact  that,  though  entered  in  the  printed  cata- 
logue under  BaconV  namis  with  the  title  (not  quite  cor- 
rect indeed,  but  not  on  that  ae<x)unt  tim  less  inviting  to 
curiosity)  uf  "Sir  Franeia  Bacon  on  Parliaments,''  no 
notice  has  been  taken  of  its  contents,  m  far  tia  I  know, 
by  anybody.*     It  is  true  that  the  name  does  not  up[>ear 

'  SfncA  thi«  wu  wrlden,  Mr-  Ganlincr  bas  mentioned  It  ju  ft  raliuible  |Mper, 
rriaeti  Ckartfs  find  the  SfiontA  Afn/T(<»jfe,  vol  i.,  p.  67,  note- 
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tupon  the  face  of  tlio  transcript  (which  seems  U>  bo  the 
work  of  a  copyUf) ;  bnt  on  the  outeide  loiif  ia  writtoii^  in 
the  hand  of  the  trunscrilicr,  "Conc»miing  a  I^irliam',"  ami 
underneath,  in  unoUicr  hattd,  '*  Sir  Fmuctfl  Bucou  ;''  and 
the  internal  ovidfnc^t  ia  as  conclusive  as  to  the  authoralup 

IAS  intt^rnai  evidence  cjin  possibly  be. 
If  the  ttiivicu  coutaiuod  in  this  inemorial  was  volun- 
teered by  Bacon  beforo  tho  King  had  said  or  done  any- 
thing in  the   mutter^  it  required  some  couraj^*',  to  otYer 
it;  for  luiother  experiment  like  tbe  lost,  with  like  results, 
could  hardly  fail  to  ruin  the  credit  of  the  adviser  in  the 
King's  eyeH.     But  thu  case  being  the  same  as  it  was,  only 
atrouger,  the  remedy  to  be  applied  was  the  same^  only 
|raonj  needed;  and  Baton's  advice  the  same,  only  bolder 
[and  fuller  uiid  more  »;arnest,  and  carrietl  more  utrefuUy 
into  detail.     If  any  one  ima^nea  that  the  course  actually 
[taken  with  the  lust  Parlinnu'nt  wiuj  according  to  his  nd- 
Ivicc,  he  may  satisfy  liinisiilf  that  it  was  not  so,  by  ob- 
rving  that  in  recommending  that  a  course  '■*■  just  con- 
Itrary  '*  should  Ix^  taken  with  tho  next,  ho  repents  in  all 
[its  main  features,  anil  with  no  more  variation  than  was 
paired  by  the  altered  conditions  of  the  time,  the  whole 
[of  his  former  oouni^el ;  reconitnending  the  same  attitude 
[of  indepoiidence  and  indilTerencu  on  the  King's  pan  with 
regard  to  supplies  ;  the  saime  abstinence  from  everything 
'  that  should  Imve  the  appearance  of  barj^aining  and  set- 
ting out  coneeHcrtions  for  sale  ;  the  same  kiud  "f  causes  to 
Ibe  given  out  as  the  oeciurion  of  culling  the  Parliament; 
the  sumo  kind  of  prejiarutions  for  meeting  it;  tho  same 
luvoidanco  uf  uU  meddling  and  interference  with  either 
eleeliuns  or  deliberations ;  the  same  diaf>oflition  of  spirit 
and  U:mper  to  meet  pnjisil)le  (Hsiippuintment  with  dignity 
I  and  composure,  and  insure  a  gnieious  and  re8[M'Ctful  part- 
[iiig  in  any  event.     Thu   particular   subjects  which  ho 
wij«h<**t  to  be  8ubmitte<l  to  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment are  also  in  perfect  keeping  with  his  former  advioe 
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and  with  the  policy  which  be  had  always  recomta ended. 
They  were  to  be  the  incresise  of  tnide  and  tlie  security 
and  greatness  of  the  kingdom.  The  se}>unitc  inLMoorial 
in  wliidi  he  proposes  to  g-ive  the  details  h:is  not  survived  ; 
but  it  is  pretty  clear  that  he  would  have  madw  the  first  a 
means  of  disposing  of  the  question  of  Impositions  —  tho 
Government  and  the  people  dropping  and  forgetting  the 
point  on  whieh  they  differed  in  order  to  pursue  together 
an  object  in  which  they  agreed ;  and  that  he  would  have 
used  the  last  to  get  rid  in  like  manner  of  the  jealousies 
which  had  made  the  I/ower  House  so  close-handed  of  late 
years^  by  engaging  them  in  an  enterprise  after  thmr  own 
heart,  for  which  the  late  occurrences  abroad  supplied  a 
fresh  opportunity,  I  have  noticed  more  than  once  Ba- 
con's idea  that  a  botdi^r  attitude  in  foreign  affairs  would 
be  politic,  if  only  as  a  diversion  of  domestic  discontents. 
Now  the  death  of  so  great  a  man  as  Henry  IV.,  who, 
though  a  professed  convei-t  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  con- 
tinued to  1h»  in  his  political  a»pacity  the  great  ally  and 
leader  of  Prntestiintisin,  wjis  enough  to  unsettle  the  bal- 
ance of  power  in  Europe  ;  and  in  the  disturbances  by 
which  it  was  followed  the  zealous  Protestantism  of  Eng- 
land would  have  been  proud  to  see  the  country  play  a 
part.  It  is  probable  that  a  well-declared  resoUitton  at 
that  time  on  the  pait  of  England  to  stand  on  jeah»U3 
ratch  against  any  increase  of  the  Spanish  power  would 
liot  only  have  kept  that  power  witliin  its  banks,  but  con- 
verted English  Puritanism  and  Anti-popery  into  zeal- 
ous supporters  of  the  Government,  And  now  they  saw 
France  threatening  to  throw  her  weight  into  the  wrong 
scide.  Instead  of  acting  as  the  great  counterpoise  to 
Spain  and  Austria,  as  she  had  done  under  Henry  IV., 
she  appeared  to  be  uniting  with  them.  News  came  that 
the  young  King  was  going  to  marry  Anne  of  Austria, 
while  his  sister  Eli/iibeth  wjis  going  to  marry  the  Infant 
of  Spain  ;  a  conjunction  very  alarming  to  ProtcatAntism, 
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the  importance  of  whicli,  us  wrU  as  the  nse  that  niigbt 
be  made  of  it,  waa  well  eDon^li  understood  by  JiLiues; 
aa  we  know  by  the  temis  in  wliicli  he  dirncted  his  ain- 
bassadoi*  to  remonstmte.  A  (Miiiphlut  pnnted  in  1t*15, 
L>ntitlpdi  •*  News  out  of  Frunfc  concerning  the  Mamnges," 
etc.,  contains  a  tmnHhitiou  of  the  8i»cGch  twldi-eased  by  the 
English  ainbasjiatlor  to  the  King  and  Queen  Mother  in 
Juae  of  that  yt.>ar;  front  which  the  following  sentcDoea 
lire  extracted  ;  — 

lliit  AInjosty  hath  been  advorti<ufd  that  joiir  M.  is  rc»oIvfMi 
itil/  to  tnke  yonr  journey  nnd  to  make  an  exohungv  of 

nee*  with  Spniii Now  France  diverting  itself  from 

by  the  prectpitntion  r>f  these  niarri:i^eA  with  Spnlii  »haU 
1)MIT0  anto  him  aloiie  the  htinlen  arid  chur;:^'  iiM  Mtfh  nBuirs  and 
difTcrcQCfis  aayet  remain  in  C'ltriHtendom  umledJcd.  However 
hu  M.  is  not  ignorant  of  Cbo  advaotago  whicfi  elsewhere  tt  ot- 
Ibrptl  unto  him  by  ihis  ulienatinn.  if  he  icr.rt  a  Ptiuce  amhitivut 
to  win  unto  him$*'lf  alone  fJie  guodwiit  ami  Jh'rwhhip  of  aU  thoM 
anciaii  aUirs  tohich  &y  this  action  seem  abandonedy*  etc. 

Bacon.  I  funcy,  would  have  hitd  him  yield  to  the  am- 
bition and  improve  thu  advantage.  And  thougli  st)eou- 
lationa  npon  what  would  have  been  the  issne  in  timpn 
past  (»f  oounaels  that  were  not  followed  are  even  miiro 
doubtful  than  prodietions  of  what  will  bo  thu  issue  of 
tiie  oouuaels  of  to-day  (only  that  the  error  \»  safe  from 
doteetion).  it  <Nin  hardly  be  questioned  that  if  the  o|>por- 
tunity  had  biten  judiciouRly  nued,  the  i»aue  would  have 
been  very  different  from  what  it  was.  So  great  a  change 
in  tho  dirction  of  popular  f^^l^ling,  whun  it  was  as  yet 
only  beginning  to  feel  its  ntrength,  conld  hardly  have 
Billed  to  alter  the  course  of  events  boUi  at  home  and 
abroad.  I  can  even  conceivt*  that  It  might  have  Raved 
Knrn|w  h<T  thirty  yeara'  war  nnd  KngUiud  htT  groat  Ue- 
bellion. 

Usui  a  Parliament  been  electtrd  under  a  general  im- 
preaaiou  tUiU  the  buaiueas  iik  hantl  was  to  arm  in  defenso 
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of  the  religious  liberties  of  Europe,  yre  are  well  war- 
ranted by  tlie  irtsuo  of  eimilar  exp<>nment9,  both  before 
itnd  after,  in  concluding  that  the  LowKr  House  would 
liavo  been  liberiil  of  subsidit^.  And  if  at  the  siinie  time 
flie  particnlar  points  in  dispute  botw*'cn  th(^  Commons 
and  the  Crown  coulil  have  been  fiidotly  remnved  out  of 
thu  waVf  and  tho  King  could  bavo  been  persuaded  to 
consent  to  some  urrangt'incnt  ^vliicli  wouUI  put  it  out  of 
bis  power  to  indulgu  Iiib  tu^tc  in  future  for  that  thouglit- 
less  liberality  in  giving  which  was  th«  origin  of  those 
illiberal  anxieties  about  getting  that  lost  him  so  much 
majesty  in  the  eyes  of  liis  subjects,  —  and  if  hu  could 
hare  acted  his  part  well  enough  (for  the  assumption  of 
an  air  of  coufidpnce  and  indifTereueeat  such  a  time  would 
have  retjuirwl  good  acting),  —  the  experiment,  though 
bold,  would  have  Iwen  far  from  hopeJcss. 

But  there  were  two  difficulties  in  the  way,  —  one  of 
which  I  think  Bacon  cannot  have  been  fully  aware  of. 
If  to  prepare  agniust  danger  to  religion  from  the  inter- 
marriages between  France  uud  Spain  was  to  be  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session,  the  rumor  of  a  marriage  to  be  ar- 
ranged between  our  own  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  In- 
fanta would  be  a  very  intract;ible  item  in  ilie  programme. 
How  Bucou  proposed  to  treat  it,  we  have  stteu  ;  and  one 
would  like  to  know  whether  when  he  submitted  that  sug- 
gestion to  the  King  he  was  awai"e  of  tJic  state  of  tlie 
negotiation.  If  ho  did  not  know  that  such  a  proposal 
was  under  consideration  (which  is  possible,  for  it  was 
conducted  with  careful  secrecy)  we  could  oidy  infer  that 
he  would  not  himself  have  advised  the  King  to  entertain 
it  seriously.  But  if  he  knew  that  it  htid  taken  the  shape 
of  a  series  of  formal  articb^s,  ]>ropu8i'd  by  the  King  of 
Spain  and  accepted  by  the  King  of  England  as  a  basis 
for  negotiation  (which  was  the  state  of  things  at  the 
end  of  June,  161.^),  we  must  supjwse  that  he  meant  to 
interpose  a  very  bold  and  emphatic  wiuning  against  it. 
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Ab  &u  officer  of  tho  government  who  whs  not  a  CnuDoll- 
lor,  he  coulfJ  hardly  liuve  rcprpst'nted  to  the  King  more 
flutiiiclly  Uk»  incuiiveiiieuce  of  tho  policy  which  he  was 
meditating  than  by  recommending  him  to  let  the  pros- 
piwt  of  it  be  held  out  in  Urrorem  to  his  Parliament,  as 
a  thmg  BO  hateful  that  they  would  bo  the  readier  to  lakta 
avrny  the  motive  to  it  —  which  was  the  finaDcial  embar- 
iment.  That  in  bis  private  opiuion  the  Spanish  mat<;h 
^nld  bo  a  very  impolitic  measure  ia  clear  u|i(in  fithM- 
ipposition. 

Tbrt  othfr  difficulty  was  the  want  of  harmony  in  tho 
King's  own  household,  wliicb  threatened  discord  in  ac- 
tion. There  were  factions  at  Court,  both  political  and 
personal.  Bnt  T  imagim*  that  tho  divisions  wliioh  Bacon 
referred  to  were  chiefly  political:  as  between  the  auppurt- 
eni  of  tlie  French  alliauoe  on  one  side  and  the  Spanish 
on  tht;  other;  uaoh  iutcnsttd  in  discrediting  their  rivals, 
Bud  tlierc'forc  in  tliwaiting  wltatever  n)c:isurL'8  they  fa- 
vored. Unless  provision  could  be  made  against  Ibis  con- 
ting*^ncy,  it  would  be  hotter  to  let  tho  thing  alone;  and 
mes  resolved,  bi^fi)re  fomniitting  himself  further,  to 
ertain  how  bia  Councillors  were  disposed.  Aod  a 
"wport,  lately  disinterred,  of  the  consultation  which  fid- 
lowedf  exphiiiis  the  position  in  wbicli  ho  and  his  Conn- 
Gillors  of  State  stood  towards  the  Legislature.  None 
of  them  tiiou^dit  that  tlui  gtivcrnuiunt  could  bo  carried 
on  satisfactorily  without  the  help  of  Parliament.  All  of 
th«m  felt  that  to  cull  in  the  help  of  Parliament  without 
first  removing  the  causes  of  quarrel  and  misunderstand- 
ing would  he  worse  than  useless.  Hut  they  all  hoped 
(mortt  or  less  oonfulently)  that  with  proper  preparations 
a  reconciliution  might  be  effected,  atid  all  agreed  in  a 
giinond  way  as  lo  the  kind  of  preparations  to  be  made. 
The  King  approved  tho  courso  they  recommended,  and 
directed  tliem  to  set  al>oiit  it  at  unce.  And  tlx;  next  day 
they  arrange*!  Uie  «<»veral  committees,  so  that  t*nch  »*v- 
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eral  head  of  inquiry  might  be  entered  upon  in  earnest  at 
the  be^nning  of  the  next  week. 

What  -would  have  come  of  it  must  be  left  to  conjec- 
tnre.  The  business  was  interrupted  by  a  great  accident, 
which  threw  other  work  upon  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  made  the  time  altogether  unfit  for  the  trial  of 
Buch  an  experiment :  as  we  shall  see  in  the  next  chapter. 


» 


CHAPTER  ni. 
A.  D.   I(n5-161fi.      ^TAT.  55-56- 

Two  years  before  the  time  at  which  we  have  now 
arrived,  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  Somerset's  great  friend 
and  adviBer,  died  in  the  Tower,  to  which  he  had  been 
committed  for  contempt.  In  the  summer  of  1G15  a  r^ 
port  ruiiclied  WinwooJ  thiit  there  was  reason  for  ena- 
pecting  that  ho  died  by  violence.  This  report  he  men- 
tioned csisually  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  as  a  blot  upon 
the  reputaition  of  Sir  Gorvase  Hellwyasu,  who  wiia  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  at  the  time.  Ilcllwysso,  hearing 
of  it  from  the  Earl^  voluntcorcd  a  statement  to  Win- 
wood,  in  which  ho  admitted  that  there  had  indeed  been 
a  dfin</n  to  poison  Ovorbury  by  the  hands  of  iiichard 
Woflton,  the  under  keeper;  but  asserted  that  ho  bad 
himself  detected,  dissuaded,  and  taken  measures  to  pro- 
vent,  though  he  had  not  revealed  it.  This  Winwood 
reported  to  the  King,  who  immediately  gave  ordci-s  that 
Hellwysse  should  be  required  to  set  down  his  deehiration 
in  writing.  In  the  declaration  which  he  drew  up  in 
obedience  to  this  command,  HeUwysse  admitted  not  only 
that  he  hail  himself  discovered  the  intention  of  Weston 
to  poison  Ovcrburj',  but  that  he  had  sinco  hoard  from 
Wiwton  tliat  Overbury  w.is  really  murderwl,  and  that  it 
I  done  with  a  clyster  administered  aftcrwanU  by  an 

othecjiry  a  boy  who  liad  been  bribed.  The  only  actor 
in  the  busineas  that  he  knew  of,  besides  Weston,  was 
(he  said)  one  Mrs.  Turner;  who,  as  soon  as  she  heard 
that  the  case  was  hkcly  to  bo  inquired  into,  bad  sent 
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Weatoii  to  sound  him  and  And  out  how  iiuieh  he  knew, 
ujul  what  pivrt  ho  was  likoly  to  tiike.  But  he  Kdmitted 
that,  though  he  luid  "set  down  tlic  truth,'*  it  was  *'  per- 
adventure  uot  the  whole  trutli ;  *'  and  ti&  it  seeiua  tliat  in 
his  fii-ftt  conimuniciitiou  to  Winwootl  he  had  excused  his 
own  silence  as  jtrt>c«^'diug  Ivom  his  fear  of  **  impeaching 
or  accusing  gi'eat  persons,*'  the  words  were  understood 
tm  &n  intimation  that  the  Somersets  were  in  some  way 
impheated.* 

This  declaration  was  dated  Uie  10th  of  September. 
On  readijig  it,  the  King,  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
heard  of  the  rumor  before,  refen*ed  the  matter  to  '•some 
Councillni's,**  with  directions  to  inquire  in  the  first  place 
whether  there  was  any  ground  for  such  an  imputation 
upon  the  Somersets  ;  and  if  they  found  it  to  l>e  a  ground- 
less calumny,  tlten  who  was  the  author  of  it.  The  case 
proved  on  inquii-y  to  be  so  grave  that  it  Wiis  thought 
expedient  to  put  it  into  tin*  hands  of  Coke,  us  the  nuui 
most  practiced  in  sucli  iDveatigationa  and  the  higliest 
oflicer  of  justice  ;  who  appears  to  have  entered  on  the 
work  on  the  27th,  —  the  day  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  upon  the  Parliament  question.  Examinations 
were  taken  by  him  daily  dming  tlie  next  week  ;  mid 
though  the  matter  was  still  dark,  the  evidence  began  to 
tell  so  strongly  against  the  Somersets  that  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  atrongihen  himself  with  the  help  of  per- 
sons of  higher  raid^  than  his  own.  For  this  purpose  he 
went  himself  to  Royaton  to  s]^>eak  with  the  King ;  who, 
upon  his  repn^sentation  of  the  state  f>f  the  case,  joined  in 
commission  with  him  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of 
Lenox,  and  Lord  Zoueh.  The  date  of  their  commission 
is  not  piwitivi'ly  known ;  but  I  have  little  donbt  that  Mr. 
Gardhier  is  light  in  inferring  that  it  Wixs  deliveitd  to 
Coko  in  person  at  Royston  on  the  evening  of  Friday  tbo 

1  Orerbarr  liul  oppMfd  the  proj'wt  of  olitaininff  Ibe  dtrorce  with  a  vl*w  le 
thfl  DurrUfie. 
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13th  of  October.  The  first  mooting  of  the  Ooiiimirtsion- 
PTS  was  on  tliu  h'tth.  On  the  ItHh,  Somwaet  (^who  hiid 
in  tbi!  meim  tiino  hvern  to  RoyatDii  and  back),  Bailing 
that  he  couM  not  prevent  tlm  inquiry  Ivniv  guiiig  on, 
took  a  stop  which  tended  to  incrviise  thi>  stispiuiou  iiguinst 
him.  Being  still  at  lurge,  and  still  holding  the  aotils  of 
his  oific*;,  hr  sent  i\  paraiiivant*  accompanied  by  a  consta- 
ble nnd  a  lockMnith,  to  the  house  of  Winston's  sun,  witli 
a  waiTHnt  "to  search  for  bond«  and  writings  conct>rning 
Mr*.  Hyu  Jf  ;  *'  iiiuhn-  pi-etcnsi;  n(  wbicli,  **  divors  vrritings 
concerning  Mrs.  Turner  "  wure  seiztd  tind  earned  away. 
The  CVjmraissionp.rs,  80t*i«g  that  Mrs.  TnrniT  was  at  the 
timo  thi'  King'ft  prisoner  on  a  charge  which  was  nndor 
iuvestigalion  by  the  Ring's  Cummission,  considered  this 
so  great  a  contempt  that  they  ut  onco  ordered  both 
Somerset  and  the  Countess  to  kee[>  their  several  cliani- 
bcrs,  and  see  nobody  except  their  own  necessary'  servants. 
And  when  tbey  found  that,  in  spita  of  this,  the  very  next 
morning  S<iinerset  had  endeavored  to  get  a  message 
conveyed  to  Mi*».  Turner,  tliey  committed  him  Ut  close 
custody  under  the  diai-ge  of  Sir  Oliver  St,  John.  All 
which  having  reported  to  the  King  on  the  18r.h.  thry 
received  a  nu'f'wige  from  him  the  next  thiy  signifying 
approval  of  their  proceedings,  and  enooumging  them  to 
projiivrut^-'  the  bueinesii. 

So  far  the  intjuiry  had  been  conducted  with  zeiU,  diU- 
gmioe,  and  discretion  by  all  parties.  The  King  had  en- 
trusted it  t^  Commlssiunera  unfxoeptiouable  in  eharac- 
t*'r  and  position,  and  given  them  full  liberty  of  action. 
The  Commissioners  in  dealing  with  it  had  followed  the 
<jrdt'r  pn'.si'iibiHl  by  htw,  which  n-qniPMi  that  the  prin- 
cipal shouKl  he  convicted  before  the  »ioc*;srtory  were  tried, 
and  n^^inled  as  principal  not  the  man  who  oonirivea  und 
procm'ua.  but  the  man  who  uxecutus  the  deed.  And 
the  evidence  implicatfid  tho  Somersets  only  as 
lea,  there  can  be  uo  doubt  that  U  fully  justified 
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the  Commissioners  in  plaoing  thorn  under  restraint  in 
the  meiin  time,  that  tJjey  might  be  forthcoming,  if  the 
principals  were  found  guilty,  to  answer  for  tiieir  ovra 
part  m  the  transaction. 

ttut  Ihe  next  prooeeding,  in  which  Colce  ftoted  on  his 
own  judgment  without  consulting  tJie  other  members  of 
the  Commission,  was  not  so  judicious.  The  cnse  against 
Weston,  who  was  nccused  of  actually  a<lniiuiatering  the 
pois4in,  was  now  supposed  tu  be  complete,  and  on  the 
19th  of  October  he  was  brought  up  for  trial.  lu  order 
that  the  trial  might  proceed  according  to  law,  it  was  nec- 
essary that  he  should  **  put  himseU  upon  his  oounti'y." 
This  he  refused  to  do.  In  that  case  (strange  to  say)  the 
law  had  then  only  one  weapon  by  which  it  could  enforce 
its  own  authority.  It  could  order  htm  to  be  put  under 
physical  pressure  till  ho  either  consented  or  died.  The 
nature  oE  which  alternative  —  the  pein*  forte  et  dure  — 
having  been  carefully  explained  to  him,  the  trial  was  ad- 
journed for  four  days  in  hope  that  he  would  think  better 
of  it.  So  far  well.  But  there  was  a  large  audienc«  that 
day  in  Court,  including  "  some  of  the  nobility  and  many 
gentlemen  of  groat  quality,"  who  bad  gathered  to  liear 
the  news,  and  would  be  much  disappointed  if  they  were 
Bent  empty  away.  For  their  benefit  the  Judges  thouglit 
meet  (I  use  Coke's  own  words)  "  to  have  openly  and 
at  large  read  the  confessions  of  the  said  Richard  Wes- 
ton, and  tlie  testimonies  of  others,  as  well  concemuig  the 
fact  of  the  said  Uichard  Weston  as  the  Earl  and  Coun- 
tess of  Somerset,  and  Mrs.  Turner ;  without  sparing  any 
of  them,  or  omitting  anything  material  against  them." 
This  was  required  (Coke  said)  by  **  the  necessity  and 
course  of  the  evidence,"  because  "  it  appeared  thereby 
that  the  said  Richard  Weston  was  procured  and  wagered 
by  some  of  them.'*  A  strange  reason  for  a  strange  pro- 
ceeding !  For  if  the  story  could  not  bo  told  without 
what  amounted  to  a  declivratlon  from  the  Bench  of  the 
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guilt  of  parties  who  liatl  not  yet  been  fto  niuoh  as  accused, 
it  wohM  siiTply  htiVQ  been  bptt-t»r  to  leiivo  it  untold.  All 
thjit  tlie  audience  need»*d  to  know  was  wliy  tlie  trial  did 
not  go  on  ;  and  for  that  it  would  liave  been  enon^li  to 
nay  thai  ncrordiiig  to  law  a  prisoner  who  refuBed  to  pnt 
tiiniHelf  upon  his  country  coutd  not  be  tried,  and  WHston 
rvfofied  to  put  himself  upon  his  country.  But  Coke  had 
not  3'et  arrived  at  die  great  principle  which  he  was  des- 
tined to  discover  before  he  died  ;  and  whether  it  were 
that  he  wished  to  commit  the  King  irrevwably  to  the 
prosecution  of  Somerset,  or  only  that  he  cx)uld  not  hold 
In  his  secret  any  loi»ger,  he  certainly  did  think  it  right 
cm  that  oei^asion  for  thn  Judgps  of  the  King's  Reneh  *'to 
deliver  their  opinion  beforehand  of  u  criminid  cjisu  which 
was  to  com©  before  them  judicially,*'  —  an  opinion  not 
private  but  conspicuously  public^  —  and  of  a  case  in 
which  they  bad  not  yet  board  cue  word  of  what  the  ac- 
CQsed  persons  had  to  say  in  exphmution  or  defense.  Ifc 
19  true  that  the  story  was  told  not  by  Coke  himself,  but 
by  Sir  Lawi-euce  Hyde,  the  Queen's  AtU>rney,  wlio  con- 
ducted the  prosecution:  but  being  told  by  direction  and 
in  presr-noe  of  the  Judges,  it  could  not  have  been  mistaken 
by  the  public  for  anything  less  than  the  declaration  of 

I  tiic  Court.  And  when  Weston  was  persuadwl  at  last 
to  plead,  and  brought  up  again  for  trial  on  the  2Sd  of 
October,  it  liad  to  be  told  over  again. 

Before  the  trinl  commenced  (into  the  detaiU  of  which 
I  need  not  enter,  as  Bacon  had  nothing  to  do  with  It) 
Weston  expressed  a  hope  that  they  were  not  making  a 

I  net  to  catch  the  little  fishes  and  let  the  great  ones  break 
through  :  words  which  seemed  to  imply  a  ehargH  agiitnst 
others  guiltier  than  himwif.  Coupled  with  the  extijtor- 
dinary  ruvelationa  which  had  been  made  in  Court,  they 
naturally  eaused  a  great  deal  of  curiosity  and  exfjitenient, 
and  the  friends  both  of  Overbiiry  and  of  .Somerset  were 
impatient  to  hear  theiuterpretatioir.     On  the  morning  of 
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the  25th,  the  d&y  appointed  for  his  execution,  a  distin- 
guished cumpauy  assembled  at  Tyburn  to  hear  his  laat 
words ;  imd  when  it  uiipearcd  that  ho  waa  going  to  die 
witliout  making  any  further  disclosure,  the  foUovring 
scene  ooeurred,  as  described  the  next  day  by  cue  who 
bad  a  principal  part  in  it. 

"At  llie  execution  of  Richard  Weston  there  were  present  to- 
gether Sir  John  lIoUis.  Sir  Thomaa  Vavasor,  Sir  John  Went- 
wort^i,  Mr,  Sackvill,  Sir  John  Ayrcs,  Sir  William  Mouiison, 
Sir  Henry  V'aiic,  and  others:  and,  many  of  them  spake  together, 
and  aekcMl  Weston  whether  lie  had  poisoned  Sir  Tliomns  Over- 
boryor  not?  Whereupon  this  examinate  askeil  Weston  vvhetht^r 
he  poisoned  Sir  Thomas  Ovc-rbury  or  no  ?  \\Tio  auswerci]  that 
he  had  left  his  mind  behind  with  ihe  Lord  Chief  Justice:  and 
remcmboreih  ihat  upon  his  question  to  Weslon.  Sir  John 
Wentworth  said,  *  Sir  John,  it  w  nobly  said,  — ask  hini  again :' 
but  this  examioate*  seebg  advantage  taken  of  his  words,  held 
his  peace/' 

This  examinate  was  Sir  John  Lidcot,  brother-in-law  of 
Ov«rbury,  who  appears  to  hjive  asked  tlie  question  in  the 
expectation  that  Weston  wonh]  confirm  the  story  tliat 
bad  been  told,  and  so  satisfy  the  world.  Sir  John  Went- 
worth, on  the  other  hand,  w;ls  an  ally  of  Somerset's,  and 
uiged  him  to  repeat  the  question  in  the  hope  that  he 
would  repudiate  it.  On  both  sides  the  curiosity  wiw  nat- 
ural  enough,  us  we  see  to  this  day  tliat  whenever  a  ratin 
is  convicted  of  murder  with  mystery  there  is  always  an 
intense  curiosity  to  obtain  a  confession  from  him  before 
he  dies ;  but  when  a  man  had  been  by  due  prucess  of  law 
found  guilty  iind  was  ahuut  to  sailer  the  penalty,  to  ask 
hlni  publicly  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  was  an  iif- 
fi-ont  to  jnsticc  which  could  not  be  permitted  or  passed 
over.  Several  of  the  parties  were  committed  to  prison, 
and  it  was  resolved  to  bring  two  of  them  —  Sir  John 
Wentworth  and  Sir  John  HoUis  —  before  the  St:ir  Cham- 
ber: and  along  with  them  one  Thomas  Lurasden,  who, 
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though  not  prc'ftent  on  this  occasion,  bud  been  guilty  of  n 
kindred  ofTonac  in  Hiindiug  the  King  an  account  of  the 
first  dav  s  prtKwdiiigs  in  Weston's  rjise,  which  being  re- 
I  fcrred  to  Cokft  wiia  pronounced  "  false  and  mulicioua.** 
It  vroA  Baron's  duty  to  prepare  tho  informuttou  against 
tlivm  :  and  it  appears  tu  have  be(-:n  tlii^  first  procoeding 
connected  \vith  tho  Overbury  trials  in  which  he  liod  to 
t)ikn  any  part,  either  private  or  public.  But  boforo  the 
case  rtirao  on,  anothur  thiportaiit  step  had  been  taken. 

When  the  King  first  heard  of  tho  adjournment  of  Wes- 
ItonV  trial,  he  wautiil  him  to  be  confrontetl  in  the  inter- 
val with  tho   Countofls  and   with  Mrs.   Turiier,   and,  if 
Dvedful,  with  the  Earl  himself.     This,  If  it  could  have 
b«««n  dcme,  wmdd  probably  have  cleared  iip  several  points 
[which  remain  to  this  day  doubtful.     But  Coke  told  him 
that  ^*  a  reexamination  or  coufroutiog,  after  a  public  con- 
Ivii'fion  nf  the  party  delinquent,  was  not  swell  as  had  In^nn 
I  used  in  the  course  of  hia  luwa."     And  it  was  not  till  Lho 
|26th  of  October,  after  Weston's  execution,  that  Somer- 
riK^t  wtxs  exiimined.     The  result  of  his  examination  that 
ffilteruoon,aud  again  ou  the  28th,  was  a  rcjwrt,  aignrd  by 
all  tlie  commissioners,  that  there  wtia  **  vehement  suspi- 
icion,  and  that  the  nnittor  upon  considoratiun  of  the  ex- 
^Aminations  and  t4.>stimonies  was  pregnant  against  him  fur 
fbrihg  rtccessory  to  the  |)oisfming  of  Sir  Thomas  Over- 
[bury  before  tlio  fact  done  :"  and  that  it  was  **  necessary 
Itliat  he  should  be  committed  to  tl»o  Tower ;  *'  and  on  the 
|2fl  of  NoTcmbor  he  was  deprived  of  the  seals  nnd  staff 
tof  oQice,  nnd  fomtnitted  to  the  Tower  aocoidingly.     On 
[the  Tth   Airs.   Tui-ner  was  tried  as  an  accessory,  found 
illy,  and  sentenced  to  bt*  hanged ;  though  the  sentence 
'lad  not  yet  been  carried  ont,  when  on  the  10th  Bacon 
hail   to  ftppf'ar   in    the    Star  Ciiamber  and    deliver  his 
[flhar^  against  ilie  gentlemen  who  liad  quefltiunud  Wcs- 
rton  un  tliv  Bi.-afTold. 

Thi«  was  alt  that  Bacon  had  to  do  with  the  trinla  of 
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tlift  oommonprs  implieatt^i)  in  the  murder  of  Overbury ; 
which  took  pluce  iu  GuiWliall,  and  were  entii-ely  mjinngud 
by  Coke  in  every  stage  fmra  exiiminntion  to  acntence. 
And  even  for  the  purposu  of  this  proceeding  in  the  Star 
Chamber  it  nppeara  that  it  was  from  Coke  that  he  do- 
rived  :il1  his  information.  It  was  not  till  the  beginning 
of  the  next  yeair,  when  things  were  at  length  ready  for 
the  indictment  of  the  Someraets,  that  he  was  called  into 
council  upon  the  case. 

How  and  when  Bacon  first  became  acquainted  with 
Sir  Geoi^e  Villiers  would  be  well  worth  knowing ;  but 
thore  ia  no  rorord  of  it  to  be  found.  It  was  in  the  aii- 
tnmn  of  1614  that  Villiers  first  attracted  the  King's 
notice.  On  the  23d  of  April  iu  the  next  year  he  was 
knighted  and  made  a  gentleman  of  the  btvlchamber,  and 
received  a  pension  of  d£l,000.  In  the  following  January 
we  find  Bacon  corresponding  with  him  in  tlie  style  of  a 
familiar  acquaintance.  But  when  and  in  what  circum- 
stances  they  were  introduced  to  each  other  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing.  In  surh  a  relation,  acquaintance 
would  ripen  fast.  A  very  young  man,  modest  and  un:ia- 
suming  as  yet.  of  a  sweet  countenance,  and  with  graciouB,- 
open,  and  easy  manners,  rising  suddenly  into  so  distin- 
guished a  [x>sition,  might  naturally  either  seek  or  be 
sought  by  Bitoon,  whose  age  and  eminence  would  entitle 
him,  and  whose  tjiste  and  disposition  would  lead  him,  to 
bo  at  once  familiar.  Five  or  six  years  after,  when  Vil- 
liers had  suffered  a  ooureo  of  advancement  rapid  and  un- 
cTCpected  enough  to  turn  any  man's  head,  wc  have  evi- 
dence from  a  quarter  quite  unprejudiced  of  the  charm 
which  still  hung  about  the  outside  of  him.  At  a  tilt 
given  in  honor  of  the  French  ambiissador  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1620-1,  Simnnds  D'Ewes,  tlien  a  boy  of  eigh- 
teen, had  a  long  look  at  him ;  and  the  record  of  his  im- 
pression set  down  in  later  life  shows  that  neither  lime 
nor  experience,  nor  the  bitter  political  hostility  of  the 
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purty  to  which  he  belonged,  had  bocn  able  to  efface  the 
pleaiamg  image  which  it  h*ft  in  his  memory. 

"■  AfWr  ihiti.  mutl  uf  Uie  LtUers,  except  the  PriDoe,  went  op 
to  the  French  LoitU  iu  a  larger  upper  room  of  (ho  liousu,  sUihI* 
ing  4t  tlte  lower  ernl  of  the  tilt-yanl ;  ikitd  T,  crowding  in  »fler 
them,  tuul  seeing  the  Man^uis  uf  Buckingham  discQur»iag  with 
two  or  three  Fi*CDch  Monsieur^.  I  joiu«d  ihotn.  mid  most  ciir- 
ne^tly  viewed  him  for  about  half  an  hour's  sptuc  at  tho  least ; 
which  I  h(ul  opfiortunity  the  mort'  easily  to  acoumpliali,  becnu&u 
be  stood  all  the  tiiuu  he  liilktfl  hareheud'-d.  1  saw  ever^'lhinj^ 
in  him  full  of  deli^Jicy  and  hundnome  feftturos  ;  jco,  hi«  hands 
UDtl  &Ge  eeemed  tn  me  eaiiedidly  efrenainntt)  and  curious.  It  is 
|»osaihIti  he  seeiued  the  more  accom|Uishet].  l>ecatL'W  Lhe  French 
MoitmotirA  tliat  h:ul  invested  him  were  wry  swarthy. hard-favorcd 
men.  llmt  he  wus  ufterwunU  nn  instrument  of  much  mischiflf 
both  at  home  and  uhroud  is  so  evident  upon  record  as  nu  miui 
cau  deny ;  yet  lliis  I  do  suppose  proceeded  rather  from  f^ome 
Jc«nitiea]  inrendiaries  about  him,  than  from  hid  nwn  nature, 
which  hid  very  ci>untccttiiic>j  premised  to  ho  alia  hie  and  goutlc."  * 

There  is  no  better  teatimony  of  our  good  opinion  of  a 
man  tlmn  tin  indiiKition  to  think  thnt  whatuvor  we  do 
not  like  in  him  is  iUl*  fault  of  somebudy  L<lse  —  euKpeciully 
when  we  do  not  know  whose;  and  we  may  judge  how 
ihltnietivt^  ft  piM-Ron  Villiers  must  h;iY«  licen  in  the  days 
of  his  first  rising,  when  as  yet  he  hiul  not  oflFended  or 
dis)ippoint«d  anybody,  from  the  fnct  that  after  all  the 
offenBe  be  hud  given  to  the  I'uritans,  ao  formiil  and  Or- 
thodox H  Puritan  as  D'Ewea  rould  rotain  so  ii^eouble  an 
impression  of  him.  I  doubt  whnther  any  favorite  of  any 
Bovoreli^n  setrmed  more  likely  to  become  a  universal  favor- 
ite than  George  Villicrs  when  hr  first  appeared  iu  Court. 

From  a  letter  to  the  King,  dated  22d  January,  1615, 
we  hearn  wlmt  Uiieon'tj  first  iinprcsslun  was  on  oKaniininij 
the  ease  against  Sntncrwt.  The  evidv'n<*e  eonsisled  ohielly 
of  ooufesaions  obtained  from  t]ie  subordinate  actors  be- 
fore their  trial,  and  could  not  now  be  altered  or  added  bo. 

t  AmMogmpkif  e/Sir  Simomdt  O'Sutt*^  vol.  i.,  |>.  166. 
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Weston,  the  under  juler,  who  was  charged  with  admiu- 
istering  the  poisoned  food;  Mrs.  Turner,  the  procuress, 
who  was  ciiarged  with  putting  the  poison  into  it;  Hel- 
wj'8s<!,  the  I-ieutenunt  nf  thf  Tower,  who  hnd  known 
whut  was  going  on  and  connived  at  it ;  Franklin,  the 
Apothecary^  who  had  suppliod  the  poisons  to  Mrs.  Tur- 
ner; all  these  had  been  exaniincxl,  indicted,  tried,  fuuud 
guilty,  and  hanged.  And  wlmtever  may  be  thought  of 
the  suflicieucy  of  the  evidence  upon  which  they  were  con- 
victed—  of  which,  by  the  way,  I  doubt  whether  any  of 
the  reports  are  complete  enough  to  give  us  the  means  of 
judging,  —  we  need  not  scruple  to  believe  that  they  wore 
nil  guilty,  because  before  they  died,  when  they  could 
htive  no  inotivp  for  acciiwing  themselves  fiilsoly,  they  all 
confessed  their  guilt.  But  though  u  man's  evidence,  how- 
ever bad  his  character,  may  generally  be  accepted  as  con- 
clusive against  himself,  it  is  plain  that,  as  against  other 
people,  the  testimony  of  actors  in  such  a  business  us  this 
stood  in  need  of  corroboration.  It  is  true  that  they  had 
all  been  examined,  and  confronted,  and  rui'xamitteO,  :is 
oftcu  as  Coke  thought  necessary,  and  that  to  him  the 
depo«tions  seemed  conclusive  enough  not  only  to  make  a 
case  for  a  jury,  but  to  justify  proWsioual  announcements 
*'  for  the  satisfiiction  of  the  multitude  '*  that  the  case  was 
proved.  Besides  tlie  declarations  in  court  which  he  had 
authorized  on  the  19th  and  23d  of  October,  in  which 
tile  complicity  of  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Somerset  was 
distinctly  indicated,  ho  had  made  other  extraordinary 
announcements  with  his  own  mouth.  On  the  27th  of 
November  he  had  informed  the  public  from  the  Bench  in 
open  court  that  **  knowing  as  much  as  he  knew,  if  this 
plot  had  not  Iwen  found  out,  neither  Court,  city,  nor 
many  particular  houses  hud  escaped  the  malice  of  that 
wicked  crew,'*  And  again  on  the  4th  of  December  (liav- 
ing  been  ordered  to  postpone  the  tri:d  of  one  of  tlie  prison- 
ers, and  fearing  that  the  public  might  draw  some  false  iii' 
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fersDce  in  his  favor)  he  bad  takt-n  (tocitsion  in  the  same 
public  mannnr  to  declare  not  only  that  the  prouf  i 

bim   were   cU-ar,   hut  that  secrets  \uk\  heen   m.  •[ 

whic!b«  though  ha  might  not  yet  diecloso  them,  **  umilo 
oar  deUvi^mnce  aa  gri^at  as  any  that  hiipppiied  to  tlio 
children  of  Israel."  But  all  iliis  made  the  case  only  the 
more  diiiieult  to  deal  wilb.  Whun  uonouncenients  hko 
these  were  made  by  the  Chief  Jnstioe-  from  the  Bencli,  it 
was  of  the  iirst  importance  that  the  evidence,  when  pro- 
ducedf  Bbould  bear  them  out;  for  otherwise  the  pojmlar 
conclusion  would  inevitably  be  that  Bomelliing  bad  been 
hujihod  up.  Jf  the  I^rtU  should  acquit  SomerBet  after 
what  Coke  Imd  said  of  the  evidence  to  convict  him,  what 
could  people  think  but  that  the  great  fish  had  broken 
throug'h  the  net?  If,  when  evidenr«  of  such  a  portent- 
0(18  conspiracy  wjls  in  ihu  possession  of  the  I^rd  Chief 
JuAtice,  no  one  fthould  ho  «illt»d  in  question,  what  could 
they  think  but  that  sonieboily  was  implicated  with  whom 
justice  dared  not  meddle?  Now  it  unfortunately  hap- 
pened that  when  Coke  was  incUnwl  to  V>elieve  a  thing, 
very  Uttlo  evidence  was  enough  for  him  ;  and  that  which 
had  siitisHed  him  on  this  occasion  cuuld  not  be  expected 
lo  satisfy  anybody  else.  Of  the  groat  cnnspiraoy  which 
he  thought  ho  had  tJis(^:»vered,  and  the  discovery  of  which 
be  ba<l  thus  prematui-ely  announced,  be  batl  absobitely 
no  evidence  at  all  beyond  the  uncorrobnrated  declarations 
of  a  (nan  under  Rentencf!  r>f  death,  who  w:is  pretending 
secrets  in  order  to  prolong  hia  life.  And  with  regard  to 
Somorgct,  the  particular  piece  of  testimony  which  he  re- 
gtirded  as  '*  aujfiairnt  matter  against  him," — meaning, 
of  course,  matter  sufficient  to  insure  conviction,  —  waa 
upon  the  very  fiici*  of  it,  as  reported  by  biuLSi'lft  obvi- 
onely  and  utterly  insutlicieut.  For  the  question  being 
whether  t-hi^  Karl  w:is  au  aoce»Hory  to  the  death  of  Over- 
bury  hffore  the  fact,  the  ''suilicicnt  matter"  wius  Knmk- 
Un's  confession  of  u  eonferonce,  two  years  after  the  death 
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of  Overburj,  with  the  CcuntctB^  dunng  which  she  went 
into  Hii  adjuiniiig  room  and  relumed  out  of  it,  having  (aa 
Wjia  Bupposfd^  tukcu  insLruotious  Trum  the  Eurl,  who  was 
supposed  t<)  bu  within.  So  tbut  even  if  the  evidence  hud 
been  sutlifiunt  to  prove  thjit  they  were  then  in  guilty  col- 
luiiiuu  (which  it  plainly  wiis  not,  since  the  witness  neither 
saw  the  man  nor  heard  what  he  said),  it  could  not  at  the 
very  woret  prove  more  than  that  lie  was  an  accessory 
after  the  fact.  But  to  Coke  in  his  present  humor  any- 
thing waa  evidence  wbtoh  implied  accusation,  and,  find- 
ing that  Mrs.  Turnei's  maid-servant  could  say  that  the 
Earl  was  in  tiie  house  at  the  time,  ho  set  down  the  whole 
thing  as  proved ;  and,  wanting  no  further  testimony  from 
Fmnklin,  had  him  brought  up  for  triid  furthwith. 

This  was  un  tlie  27t]i  of  Nuveuiber.  But  the  triid  of 
the  Earl  could  not  be  proceeded  with  for  Bome  time  to 
come;  the  Judges  having  decitled  that  ho  mast  not  be 
tried  before  the  (^mintesa,  who,  being  with  elilld,  could 
not  be  tried  tlU  after  her  delivery,  which  did  not  take 
place  till  the  9th  of  December,  On  the  10th  of  January, 
however,  they  were  both  indicted  for  procuring  and  con- 
senting to  the  murder  of  Overbury,  as  accessories  before 
the  fact ;  and  a  true  bill  was  found  against  tlunu. 

At  this  lime  it  was  intended*  I  presume,  to  proceed 
with  the  arraignments  at  once.  But  important  despatches 
hivviug  been  received  fram  Sir  John  Digby,  then  arabas- 
sjidor  in  Sjuiiu,  from  which  it  appeartHi  that  Somerset  had 
had  some  underhand  intelligence  with  the  Spanish  am- 
bassador, and  revealed  things  to  him  which  wei-e  me^int 
to  be  kept  secret,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  inquire 
into  that  matter  first.  Digby  was  accordingly  sent  for ; 
tlie  prfsecntion  for  the  murder  was  postponed  ;  and  the 
et;igB  was  left  dear  during  the  interval  fur  the  other 
businHss  then  waiting  for  settlement. 

Not  lung  after  the  Lord  ChiLncellor  bad  another  attack 
of  illness  —  an  attack  so  severe  that  it  seemed  likely  to 
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prove  futtU.  Thifl  could  not  but  stiggest  the  important 
qupsition,  who  waa  to  succeed  him  ?  ii  queHtion  in  wliich 
Bacon  bnd  a  pcrsonul  na  well  iib  u  public  interest;  though 
it  seemti  timt  on  aeconil  tliougbts  he  detorinined  t-o  sup- 
press all  allusion  to  it  for  the  present.  I  say  on  second 
thoughts ;  because  in  this  ciisu  Hgain  wo  Inippen  to  have 
a  copy  of  thti  first  draft  of  the  letter  which  be  sent  to  the 
Kinf;  tm  the  oecjmlon,  :is  well  as  the  letter  itself,  so  that 
we  may  trace  the  change  in  hia  intention.  The  letter  as 
it  stood  in  his  own  collection  is  no  doubt  a  transcript  of 
the  first  copy,  and  runs  thus :  — 


R 


A    litn-TEE  TO  THE  KINO    TOUCHINO  THK    LOKD  OHAK- 
CELLOR'S  8ICILNEB6. 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty, — 
I  ani  glad  to  uudt^rHLiiud  by  Mr.  Murray  that  your  Maj- 
esty accepteth  well  of  my  poor  endeavors  iu  opening 
unto  you  the  passages  of  your  service,  that  business  may 
come  the  less  crude  and  the  more  prepared  to  your  royal 
judgment;  the  perfection  whereof,  as  I  cannot  expect 
they  should  satisfy  in  every  partlcidar,  so  I  hope  thrr>ugh 
my  assiduity  theiv  will  result  a  good  tutid.  My  Lord 
Chancellor's  sickness  fjdleth  out  duro  tempore.  I  have 
always  known  him  a  wise  man,  and  of  a  just  elevation 
for  monarchy.  But  your  Majesty's  service  must  not  be 
mortal.  And  if  you  leese  him,  as  your  Majesty  hath 
now  of  late  punJiased  many  hearts  by  depressing  the 
wicked,  bo  Ood  doth  minister  unto  you  a  oounterpiirt  to 
the  like  by  raising  the  honest.  God  evermore  pre- 
e  your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble  subject 

ftud  devoted  servant. 
9,  ir.ia. 

hulure  this  was  despatched.  Bacon  lieard  fi-oin  .Murray 
that  the  King  had  himself  written  to  the  Lord  Chancel- 
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lor.  This,  it  seems,  indaced  him  to  rewrite  (or  at  any 
rate  in  writing  fair  to  alter)  his  letter  in  the  latter  part, 
and  to  sabstitutti  that  which  follows  ;  which  is  the  letter 
that  went. 

It  may  please  your  most  eiscellent  Majesty^  — 
I  nra  glail  to  understand  by  Mr.  Alnrray  that  your  M. 
accepteth  well  of  my  poor  endeavors  in  opt;ning  unto  your 
M.  the  pussiigos  of  your  service,  that  bubiness  may  come 
the  less  crude  and  the  better  prepared  to  your  royal 
judgment.  The  perfection  whereof  is  such,  as  I  cannot 
presume  1  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  tliu  same  in  every  par- 
ticulan  but  yet  I  hope  through  ray  aaaiduity  1  shall  be 
able  to  give  your  M.  »n  honest  account  of  the  totiU. 

My  h.  Chancellor's  sickness  fallotli  out  duro  tempore. 
I  have  ever  known  him  a  wise  roan  and  of  a  just  eleva- 
tion for  monarchy.  I  understand  this  uftcrnoon  by  Mr. 
Murmy  that  your  M.  halh  written  to  him,  and  I  can  best 
witness  how  much  that  sovereign  cordial  wrought  with 
him  in  his  sickness  this  time  twelvemonth,  which  sick- 
ness was  not  so  much  in  hia  spiriU  ius  this  Is.  I  pur|)OSe 
to  see  my  L.  tomorrow,  and  then  I  will  be  bold  to  write 
to  your  M.  what  hope  I  have  either  of  his  continuance 
or  of  his  return  to  business,  that  your  M.*s  service  may 
be  as  little  ]>aBsive  as  can  be  by  this  accident.  God  have 
your  M.  in  his  precious  custody. 

Your  M.'b  moat  humble  subject 

and  most  boundcn  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

The  resnlt  of  Bacon's  obserrations  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's condition  was  unfavonible.  He  evidently  thought 
that  all  was  over,  and  that  the  place  would  be  vacant 
iramedintely  j  whereupon  (the  consideration  of  a  succes- 
sor being  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  to  be  post- 

1  The  part  of  the  piper  which  oootmlned  ihe  month -lUte  it  worn  ofL 
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|K>nrci  any  ton^i*  out  oE  delicacy)  he  proceeded  to  set 
forth  to  tho  King  tlio  cmulitioiw  of  th«  qiii>8tion,  and  the 
spTpral  couraea  jimoiig  wliich  he  had  to  (.-lioose.  The 
oonclnmon  to  which  hia  statemcnl  wad  meant  to  lead  was 
that  he  \v:is  himself  the  fitt(!8t  man  for  th^  oliice  ;  which 
I  mippose  \v:i8  n<»  more  than  he  bt»]iHV«d  to  be  true.  1 
am  ont  aware  that  tlicre  was  ut  that  titnH  any  pfofeasionat 
eiiquettv  which  furbude  him  to  mention  his  own  name; 
and  in  advising  the  King  to  do  timt  which  he  believed 
to  be  boat  for  him  ho  c<:iuld  not  be  violating  any  rule 
writteti  in  the  nature  of  things.  The  fault,  therefore  (if 
fault  Uicro  waa),  must  have  been  in  the  manner  of  doing 
it,  not  in  the  thing  itaolf ;  and  for  tho  manner  we  muftt 
look  to  the  terms  of  the  letter  which  ho  wrote ;  a  letter 
of  which  (liowever  private  and  confidential  ut  the  time) 
he  certainly  did  not  wiah  to  make  a  secret  with  posterity, 
fiwring  that  lie  prt'served  a  copy  in  hia  own  collection, 
wbicii  wan  meant  for  the  benefit  of  posterity.  It  haa 
indeed  enfFered  a  little  hitherto  from  tlie  well-meAnt  ma- 
nipulatioua  of  Teniuon,  which  suoeeetUng  editors  have  not 
entirely  removed,  and  which  we  have  the  means  in  thia 
of  discriminating  with  c<*rtainty.     But  they  alTect 

Illy  the  style  and  taste  in  ita  literary  aspect,  and  are 
now  at  Uat,  I  troat,  completely  eliminated. 

|The  copy  which  fotlowa  ia  taken  from  tlie  LamWth 
}„  which  haa  Hacon's  own  docket  upon  it,  and  in  the 
nbaencu  of  the  letti*r  actually  despatched  must  be  ac- 
cepted aa  the  highest  authority. 


A   LETTER  TO  THK  KING  TGUCHIKO  THB  LOBD    CHAS- 
CELr/IU'fi    PLACE. 

It  mat  plkahb  yook  mobt  excbllbnt  Majesty,  — 
Yonr  worthy  Chancellor,  I  fear,  goes  hia  laat  day.  God 
hath  Mtlirrto  nsrd  tn  weed  out  auch  servants  aa  grow 
not  fit  for  your  Majtisty.  But  sow  he  hath  gathered  to 
himaelf  a  true  aage,  or  sa/via,  out  of  your  garden.  But 
your  Majewty'a  aervice  must  not  be  mortal. 
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Upon  this  hcHvy  accident  I  pray  your  Majesty  in  all 
humblenew  and  sincerity  to  give  ine  leave  to  use  ti  few 
words.  I  must  never  forget,  wlmn  I  luov^d  your  Majesty 
for  the  Attornpv's  plane,  it  wius  your  own  sttle  act,  moPt* 
than  that  Somerset,  when  he  knew  your  Majesty  had  re- 
solved it,  thrust  himself  into  the  business  for  a  fee;  and 
therefore  I  have  no  reason  to  pray  to  saints. 

I  shall  now  again  make  oblation  to  your  Majesty,  first 
of  my  heart,  then  of  my  service,  tliinlly  of  my  place  of 
Attorney,  which  I  think  is  hont-stly  worth  j£K,000  per 
annum,  and  fourthly  of  my  place  of  the  Star  Chamber, 
which  is  worth  X  1,600  prr  annum  i  and  with  the  favor 
and  countenance  of  a  Chancellor  much  more. 

1  hope  I  may  bo  acquitted  of  pre.sumption  if  I  think  of 
it,  both  because  my  father  had  the  place,  which  is  some 
oivil  inducement  to  my  desire  (and  I  pniy  God  your 
Majesty  may  have  twenty  no  worse  years  in  your  great- 
ness, than  Queen  Elizabeth  had  in  her  model,  after  my 
father's  placing),  and  chiefly  because  since  the  Chan- 
oellor^s  place  went  t<:>  tlie  law,  it  was  ever  conferred  upon 
some  of  the  Learned  Counsel,  and  never  uf>on  a  Judge. 
For  Audeley  was  raised  from  King's  serjeant ;  my  father 
from  attorney  of  the  wards ;  Bromley  from  solicitor ; 
Puckering  from  Queen's  serjeant ;  Egerton  from  master 
of  the  rolls,  having  newly  left  the  altoruuy'a  place. 

Now  I  beseech  your  Majesty  let  me  put  you  the  pres- 
ent case  truly.  If  you  tjvko  my  Lord  Coke,  this  will 
follow :  firet  your  Majesty  shall  put  an  over-ruling  nature 
in  an  over-ruling  place,  vhich  may  breed  an  extreme. 
Next  you  shall  blunt  his  industries  in  matter  of  your 
finances,  which  seemeth  to  aim  at  another  place.  And 
lastly,  popidar  men  are  no  sure  mounU-rs  for  your  Maj- 
esty's saddle.  If  you  take  my  Lord  Hubbard,  you  shall 
have  a  Judge  at  the  upper  end  of  your  council  board 
and  another  at  the  lower  end,  whereby  your  Majesty 
will  find  your  prerogative  pent ;  for  though  there  should 
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be  cmulfttiou  betweeo  them,  yet  aa  legiste  they  will  agree 
in  mftgnifying  tbjit  wlieivin  tliey  uro  beat.  He  is  no 
stateamau  but  an  (Pt'onoiniBt,  wholly  for  himself;  so  as 
your  Majesty-,  moro  than  at  outward  form,  will  find  little 
help  in  liim  for  your  business.  If  you  take  my  Lord 
of  Cant<Mbury,  1  will  say  no  more  but  the  Chancellors 
pluoo  ruquirefi  an  whole  man  ;  and  to  have  both  jnrisdic^ 
tioDB,  Bpiritual  and  tumporalf  in  that  height,  is  fit  but  for 
a  king. 

For  myself,  I  can  only  pruseiit  your  Majesty  with 
gloria  in  obaequio :  yet  I  dare  promise,  that  if  I  sit  in 
that  place  your  business  shall  nut  make  such  short  tiimH 
upon  you  na  it  doth,  but  when  a  direction  is  once  given, 
it  shall  be  pursued  and  performed,  and  your  Majesty 
shall  only  be  troubltHl  with  the  true  care  of  a  king,  whioh 
is  to  think  what  you  would  have  done  in  chief,  and  not 
how  for  the  pjissages. 

I  do  presume  also,  in  respect  of  my  father's  memory, 
tkd  thill  1  havu  been  always  gracious  in  tliu  lower  house, 
have  Homo  interest  in  the  gentleraun  of  England,  and 
shall  iMi  itblo  tn  do  some  effect  in  rectifying  that  body  of 
parliament-men.  which  is  cardo  reruin.  For  lot  me  tell 
yr»ur  Majesty,  tliat  that  jmrb  of  the  Chancellor's  place, 
which  is  to  jmlge  in  equity  between  |>arty  and  party,  that 
siime  rc(tnum  judiciah  (which  since  my  fatlier*H  time  is 
but  too  much  enlarged)  coucerueth  your  Majesty  least, 
more  than  the  acquitting  of  your  conscience  for  justice. 
But  it  is  the  other  parts,  of  a  moderator  amongst  your 
juncil,  of  an  overseer  over  your  Judges,  of  a  planter  of 
>  justices  and  governors  in  the  country,  that  importutb 
your  alTatrs  and  these  times  most. 

I  will  add  also,  that  I  hope  by  my  care  the  inventive 
part  of  your  Council  will  be  strengthened,  who  now  com- 
monly do  exercise  i*ather  their  judgments  than  their  in- 
ventions, and  the  inventive  part  coraeth  from  projectors 
and  private  men,   which  cannot  be  so  well ;  in   whicb 


88  ADVICE  OS  THE  CHOICK  OK  A  LOBD  caANCKLLOK-  (Booit  ▼. 

kind  my  I^ord  of  Salisbury  iiad  a  good  method,  if  his 
ends  liad  been  upright. 

To  wmolude :  if  I  were  the  miui  1  would  bt%  I  should 
bope^  that  as  your  Majesty  hath  of  late  won  hearts  by 
depressing,  you  should  in  tliis  leese  no  hearts  by  Advanc- 
ing: for  I  see  your  people  am  better  skill  of  concrttum 
than  abftracttOH^  and  that  the  waves  of  their  affeetious 
flow  rather  after  porsons  than  things:  so  that  acts  of 
this  nature  (if  this  were  one)  do  muro  gaud  than  twenty 
bills  of  grace. 

If  God  chU  my  Lord,  the  warrants  and  coiumissions 
whieli  are  requisite  for  the  taking  of  the  seal,  and  fur  the 
working  with  it,  and  fur  the  reviving  of  wammts  under 
his  Inmd,  wlilch  die  with  him.  and  the  like,  bhall  be  in 
readiness.  And  in  this  tin»e  presseth  more,  bi-canse  it  is 
the  end  of  a  term,  and  almost  the  beginning  of  the  cir- 
cuits ;  so  that  the  seal  cannot  stand  still,  But  this  may 
be  done  as  heretofore  by  commission,  till  your  Majesty 
hath  resolved  of  an  officer.  God  ever  preserve  yiiur  Maj' 
esty. 

Your  Majesty's  moat  humble  subject 
and  bounden  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon, 

ISlhFvb.,  161&. 


I  should  not  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  make  any 
comment  liere,  were  it  not  that  Lord  Campbell  appe^its 
to  this  letter  as  C4jntainiug  evidence  in  itself  thut  Bacon 
wjLs  really  the  meanest  of  mnnkind;  and  that  too  with 
the  letter  itself  lying  fairly  before  him  and  fairly  laid  be- 
fore his  readers.  The  reason  ho  gives  is  that  it  is  "  some- 
thing very  like  suing  to  be  made  a  Judge  and  barg^diiiug 
for  a  place  of  judicature,*' — practices  which  Baof)n  had 
hiniNcU  noted  us  disqualifying  the  suitor.  Somtthiiif^  like 
suing  to  be  made  a  Judge  no  doubt  it  is;  it  is  advis- 
ing the   King  to  make  him   Loril  Clutnefllor.      But  it  ifl 
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aUo  Bomethiiig  very  wiliko  what  Bacon  mcHUt  when  he 
denounced  the  prarti^re :  for  it  ie  really  a  piece  of  ad- 
victf  oiTere<l  to  the  King  in  the  King's  own  interest  by  a 
person  tvhotn  he  had  enct^umged  and  invited  to  advise. 
Whi'n  Bacon  said  that  lie  should  for  his  own  part  **  sus- 
pect "'  li  man  who  siunl  in  he  made  a  Judge,  he  did  not 
cnemi  u  man  in  tliu  position  of  Attorney  General,  or  other- 
vrist"  entitled  to  offer  counsel  in  such  matters;  still  less  a 
mitn  whose  suit  consisted  in  an  appeal  to  the  persouid 
knowledge  of  hia  qualifications  possessed  by  the  patron 
iJlimseU,  as  proved  in  a  long  course  uf  serWce.  If  all 
Bliita  wore  ni^ed  on  similar  grounds  and  in  ii  similar  spirit 
to  this,  there  would  be  no  mora  harm  in  suing  for  a  ju- 
dicial office  than  for  any  other.  And  to  say  that  it  is 
"  something  like  bargaining  for  a  place  of  juilicaturo  "  is 
not  only  to  mtsupprehHnd,  but  absolutely  to  pervpxt  and 
ri-ad  in  an  opposite  sense  the  nature  of  the  proposal. 
What  lie  ifffffi  for  the  plac»j  is  only  that  which  in  act;ept- 
ing  it  be  must  necessarily  relinquish.  He  ciaild  not  keep 
the  Attorney  GcnendBhip  and  the  Clerkship  of  the  Sbir 
Chamher  if  he  bccanie  Lord  Chancellor  ;  and  though  lie 
might  perhaps  have  made  something  of  them  by  selling 
the  reversions  beforehand,  T  suppose  nobody  will  say  that 
in  offering  to  forego  that  right  and  give  up  his  patents 
grafit,  he  was  pn>])08ing  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  cor- 
rtipt  bargain.  His  enumemtion  of  the  four  "  oblations" 
which  lie  was  going  to  make  was  in  fact  a  warning  that 
hn  was  nnt  going  to  make  oblation  of  mftney. 

Huppity  neither  the  King  nor  Villiei-s  required  any 
«nch  propitialiim,  iitnl  he  receiver!  a  message  in  reply 
which  amounted  to  a  promise  of  the  Olianceltorship  when 
it  should  be  vacant ;  us  I  gather  from  the  following  let- 
ter, which  cornea  also  from  hia  own  collection.  The 
brading  is  the  docket,  writtf^n  in  hia  own  hand. 


90 


KEOOVEKT   OF   ELLESMEKfc. 


IBottK  y. 


A  LETTKR  TO  SIR  G.  VILLIEBS  TOUCHING  A  MESSAGE 
BROFOHT  TO  HTM  BY  MR.  BHUTE,  OF  A  PROMISR  OP 
THE   CHAXCELLOK'S   PLACE. 

SlB,  —  TLie  message  which  I  received  fi-ora  you  by  Mr. 
Shute  Iiath  bretl  in  me  such  belief  and  conJideiicet  aa  I 
will  now  wholly  rely  uikhi  your  eXfelh*nt  and  happy  self. 
When  persona  of  greatiieHs  and  qnullty  begin  speech  with 
me  of  the  matter,  and  offer  me  their  goo<l  offices,  I  can 
but  answer  them  civilty.  Bat  those  things  are  bnt  toys. 
I  am  yours  surer  to  you  than  to  my  own  life.  For,  as 
they  speak  of  the  Turquoia  stone  in  a  ring,  I  will  break 
into  twenty  pieces,  before  you  have  the  least  fall.  God 
keep  you  ever.  Your  truest  servant, 

Fb.  Bacok. 

xv^of  Feb.,  1615. 

My  Lord  Chancellor  Ih  prettily  amended,  I  was  with 
him  yesterday  almost  half  an  hour.  He  used  me  with 
wonderful  tokens  of  kindness.  Wc  both  wept,  which  I 
do  not  often. 

The  Chancellor  was  in  fact  so  much  better  that  it  now 
seemed  likely  that  he  would  overcome  Ida  diHea^e  com- 
pletely, and  live  to  take  uf)  aruia  once  more  in  defense  of 
his  Court  ag;4inat  a  new  aggression.  For  Coke  —  whose 
elevation  to  the  King^s  Bench  and  a  seat  in  the  Privy 
Council,  though  it  may  Imvc  made  his  collisions  with 
Prorogativo  lefts  frequent,  had  not  at  all  allayed  his  thimt 
for  jurisdiction  —  had  lat(>ly  found  a  clause  in  an  old 
statute  which,  with  a  little  atraiuing,  might  be  cunatinird 
aa  forbidding  all  other  Coiirta  to  meddle  with  any  cn^e 
which  had  been  adjudicated  in  his  own  ;  luid  a  case  had 
just  occurred  which  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  putting 
it  in  force.  A  man  against  whom  judgment  had  been 
obtained  in  the  King's  Bench  by  a  friuidnlent  creditor, 
having  applied  in  vain  for  a  reversal  (»f  the  judgment  in 
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tlio  Bame  Court,  Imtl  carricil  tho  ciise  into  Clianoory,  »nd 

obtnined  tlunv  u  tlefree  in  hia  favor,  for  nnn-oxecntion  of 
which  the  fraurlnli-nl  i-reditor  hitd  betni  oomniitted  to 
prison.  The  case  being  ugnin  brought  before  the  King's 
BiMinh  upon  ti  writ  of  hahem  rorpui/^  Coko  decided  that 
the  decree  iiiul  iutprisoiiiuent,  lieiug  after  a  judgiiiont  at 
conitnoti  law,  were  unlawful,  tind  that  the  Court  ought 
to  relieve  tit©  prisoner.  And  there  the  uirtlter  rested  up 
to  the  27lh  of  January  ;  when  Bacon  int'ornu'd  the  King 
tlmt  ha  heard  no  further  speech  of  it,  and  thut  he  titougbt 
the  commtm  employ  meat  of  the  Chancellor  and  Chief 
Justice  in  the  husinoas  of  Somereet  would  suspend  the 
quarrel  for  the  time,  Tiiis,  however,  does  not  apfwar  to 
have  l>een  the  real  history  of  the  delay.  Prdtcctinn 
agaiust  imprisonment  was  not  tl»e  ouly  relief  wliicli  the 
Court,  could  offer  to  lU  client.  The  passing  of  the  decree 
in  Chancery  was  held  by  Coke  to  bo  an  iudtctiible  of- 
fenfto :  ami  thi.ugh  the  case,  being  new,  t<jok  some  time 
in  preparation,  it  was  ready  before  the  term  ended.  On 
thtj  12th  of  February  (which  was  the  last  day  of  it)  in- 
dictments of  pramunire  were  pn-feried  iu  the  King's 
Bench  against  all  the  persons  who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  proceeding  in  Chancery,  —  tlie  plaintiffs,  the  coun- 
sellors, tli»»  Holicitors,  and  the  clerks.  They  wer*?  pre- 
ferred with  C/oke's  full  sanction  and  approbation,  and 
only  failed  because  ho  couUI  not  by  instruction,  authority, 
t^xtwistiilatiun,  or  threats  of  wmimittal  —  all  uf  which  he 
used  to  the  full  —  induce  the  grand  jury  to  find  a  true 
hill,  or  this  dispute  (remarkable  as  a  case  in  which 
Coke  was  in  the  wrong,  and  post-^'rity  luw  not  taken  his 
part)  Bacon  sent  the  King  a  full  report,  with  wlvioe 
>w  to  make  use  of  it  for  tho  settling  nf  hia  authority 
Dd  the  Htrengthening  of  his  prerog-.uive  according  to  the 
true  ndes  of  monarchy. 

The  result  will  l>o  seen  hereafter.     But  Uie  postscript* 

1  **  T<wp  >l«J*«*y*i  Cf»mm»t!flnH<ni  •p»iik«lh  f<ir  [unlua  of  m  tang  a  ttcnr, 
which  rit  [  «rl«*i  inir  hit-n  »  «horl  mnlinitiinnr  ami  li«  |futil*lir>il  witb  flr*.'* 
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shows  tliHt  be  was  beginning  to  feel  n  littlv  UDeasy  in  bis 
new  position  of  confidential  adviser  of  the  King  in  mat- 
ters properly  belonging  to  the  Council  Table,  without 
having  a  tteat  there,  It  Is  ea«y  to  ui)dei'sl4Uid  that  the 
position  wa8  bolli  invidious  and  disudvantag<H>us:  invidi- 
o«8,  bi'Cause  he  had  to  give  opinions  privately  which  af- 
fected the  interests  of  others;  disadvantageouR,  beciiuse  he 
could  nut  appear  in  penwn  to  maint^dn  lliein.  The  proper 
and  natural  remedy  w;is  to  make  him  a  Privy  Councillor, 
He  hail  already  spoken  to  Villiera  on  the  subject^  and 
represented  to  him  how  materially  ho  would  be  strength- 
ened thereby  for  his  present  conree  of  service.  !iut  tho 
apparent  prospect  of  an  immediate  vacancy  in  the  Chan- 
cellorship had  suspended  the  proj^ft  for  the  time  ;  be- 
cause if  Bacon  suceeeded.  the  thing  would  eonio  of  itself. 
Now  EUesmere's  unexpect<*d  recovery,  promising  to  keep 
him  in  his  present  plaoo  for  an  indefinite  p.-n.Hl,  raisL>d 
it  into  importance  again  and  made  it  desirable  to  have 
the  other  measure  despatched  without  further  dehty.  He 
accordingly  renewed  his  motion  to  Villiers  in  the  follow- 
ing letter;  — 

A    LETTER    TO  SIB    GEOKUE    VILLIERS,    TOUCUJNO  A  MO- 
TION  TO  SWEAR    HIM    COUNCILLOR.      FKliKUAKY    21, 

l*:i5. 

Sui,  —  My  l/ord  Chancellor's  health  growing  with  the 
days,  and  his  resignation  being  an  inei*rtuiiity,  1  would 
be  glad  you  went  on  with  my  first  motion,  my  swearing 
privy  councillor.  This  I  desire  not  so  muoh  to  make 
myself  more  sure  of  the  other,  and  to  put  it  p:ist  comjMj- 
tition  (for  herein  I  rest  wholly  upon  the  King  and  your 
excellent  self),  but  because  I  liiid  hourly  thut  I  need  this 
strength  in  his  Majesty's  service,  both  for  my  better 
warrant  and  satief^hctton  o[  my  conscience  tlint  I  deal  nut 
in  things  above  my  vo<HiLi(>n,  and  for  my  better  counte- 
nance and  prevailing  where  his  Majesty's  service  is  nn- 
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der  auy  pretext  opposed,  I  would  it  were  dusputoh«d.  I 
reraemb*^)*  r  gnytUr  matter  tliiin  this  wita  deapalched  by 
ft  letter  fi-oiu  RoysLou,  wbich  was  ttie  placing  of  the 
Archbishop  thnt  now  Ia;  and  I  imitgiiti*  tL«  King  did  it 
of  pufpoBo,  that  tlie  aot  monpht  ap[>t*ur  to  be  liis  owu. 

My  Lord  Oh.inceilor  told  mo  yt^ti-rduy  in  ptuiii  tennft, 
UtHt  if  the  King  would  ask  his  opinion  touching  tUu  |ier- 
son  that  he  would  comiurnd  to  sucoeod  him  upon  denth  or 
disability,  he  would  nam<^  loo  for  tho  fittest  inan.  Vou 
may  advise  whvthcr  usu  may  not  be  made  of  this  ofTer. 

I  scut  a  prrtty  while  since  a  paper  to  Mr.  John  Mur- 
ray, which  was  indet*d  a  litth*  i-emembrance  of  some 
things  past,  concerning  my  honest  and  faithful  norvices 
to  his  Majfsty;  n<tt  by  way  of  boasting  (from  which  I 
am  fju')*  but  us  tokens  of  my  studying  his  service  up- 
rightly and  carefully.  If  you  b<<  pleased  to  call  for  the 
paper,  which  is  willi  Mr.  Jolin  Murray,  and  to  find  a  6t 
time  that  his  Majesty  may  cjist  im  cyo  upon  it,  I  think 
it  will  do  uo  hurt;  and  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Murray  to 
deliver  the  paper  if  you  call  for  it.  God  keep  yon  in  all 
hnppitiess.  Vour  trueat  servant. 

Of  the  paper  concerning  his  own  servifcs  here  r^- 
(erred  to,  which  would  have  been  of  great  use  to  a  biog- 
rapher, I  have  not  met  with  any  tnvces ;  nor  do  wu  liear 
any  more  of  it.  But  it  is  clear  that  nt  this  tinte  tlte 
value  of  his  services  wim  well  understood  by  Ihe  King, 
and  that  Villiers  (whose  influence  w:ts  increit&ing  daily) 
was  biking  a  lively  and  unselRah  interest  in  his  fortunes. 
—  an  interest  founded  apparently  on  genuine  resjiect  and 
admiration,  and  net  ex]K>cting  to  be  paid  for  in  any  kind 
of  unworthy  compHimce.  Ni>r  had  tijero  be«u  any  time 
when  the  duties  of  his  plact^  were  more  according  to  bis 
mind.  In- the  conlenlion  between  the  Common  Law 
and  the  Prert^ative,  which  was  the  m'wt  important  busi- 
ness then  iu  hiuid,  —  and  in  which  his  conduct,  whether 
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excusable  or  not,  is  now  commonly  HBeiimed  to  stand  bo 
mnch  in  iu«»d  of  pxcufw,  —  tli«re  ovin  be  no  doubt,  1 
think,  that  the  side  which  whb  iissiijnpd  to  him  by  his 
office  (for  I  snp[>nse  that  eveti  now  an  Attorney  General 
is  not  expected  to  nppone  the  government  which  ho 
serveb)  was  the  Btde  which  be  brUuved  to  bo  right*  and 
on  which  (had  otHoe  and  llie  hope  of  office  and  the  winh 
for  office  been  all  nlike  out  of  the  question)  he  wouhl  h:ive 
I'luigcd  himself,  simply  na  a  disinten>8ted  Ht:iteanian  and 
putiiut.  Nor  was  tliu  vindicntinn  of  publio  justice  in  the 
caae  of  the  niiirdf^r  nf  Ovcrbiiry  a  canse  less  after  his  own 
heart.  As  the  cwse  stood  now  it  pixiscntod  many  diili- 
oulties,  but  the  end  whicli  ho  had  to  aim  at  waa  the  same 
whicli,  for  the  good  of  the  coiintiy.  :ind  without  oonsider- 
aliou  of  any  personal  intvrcst  (if  hia  own,  he  wiiihed 
to  see  Rttiiini'd.  Aiianming  thiit  his  altiichmcnt  to  the 
Crown  (wliifh  w;is  ins  party)  wua  of  the  same  complex- 
ion as  thi*  attHchmnnt  of  a  modern  conservative  to  the 
conaerrative  party,  or  h  oiodfrn  liberal  to  the  libentl 
p;irly,  I  do  nut  fnid  that  in  pumiiing  the  best  paths  to- 
wards tlie  ChanLU'llur.ship  he  was  at  tliis  tiinr  CiUled  \x\y.i\x 
to  take  any  step  which  his  jtidgmtrnt  did  not  approve  or 
his  conscience  sanction. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  ari*aignment  of  the 
Somersets  for  tiio  murder  of  Overbury,  whicli  seemed  to 
be  on  the  point  of  coming  on  in  Jannaiy,  hml  lieen  piist- 
poned  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Pigby  from  Sj^iaiii, 
The  postponement  seems  to  liave  been  at  the  instiLUce 
of  Coke,  who,  coming  across  a  confidential  d**apatch  nf 
Digby's  which  had  gut  into  Somerset's  hands,  and  hastily 
inferring  that  it  Imd  lieen  intoreopted  by  him  and  the 
contents  hidden  from  the  King,  scented  high  ti-ejuwm. 
Digby  arrived  on  the  21st  of  March,  and  was  immedi- 
ately put  into  c<immunioation  with  Cuke.  But  the  in- 
qairies  which  followed  brought  out  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose.     It  appeared  that  Somerset  was   not,  and    never 
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hftti  bppD,  a  ponsiotier  ni  .Spitin ;  nnd  timt  thongh  ho  hml 
li»fl  priviitn  cVnlin^  with  the  )inil>a»f;ul'ir  atiout  mutters 
of  Rtftte,  ffliit'h  nl  nnuthi^T  time  might  pi-rhaps  have  ex- 
prised  him  to  a  wnHm*  in  the  Star  Chamber  for  contempt, 
thi'V  had  nolhlng  to  do  with  the  present  eharj^e  and  were 
not  fi*  to  be  mi.\«^ti  up  with  it.  So  the  preparations  for 
thn  indintineut  went  on. 

Among  these  was  a  reexamination  of  Lfwly  Somerset 
ti  a  scruple  of  the  Kinga,  which   deseiTes  attention, 

showing  tliat  the  object  of   these  preparatory  exami* 

tions  was  not  ti>  make  a  case,  but  to  Hnd  out  what  the 
ease  was. 

While  Overbury  waa  in  the  Tower,  the  Countesa  (then 
Ladv  Essfx)  had  writt*'n  a  h'tter  to  the  I>ieutenant» 
cautioning  him  a«  to  the  disposud  of  e<^rtaiti  larta,  and 
one  Bentenre  ran  thus  ;  •*  H  he  should  send  ihis  tart  luid 
jeliy  and  wine  1o  your  wife,  then  ynu  must  take  the  tart 
from  her.  and  the  j<'Ily,  hut  the  wine  «he  may  drink  it  if 
she  will,  for  in  that  there  are  no  letters.  I  know:  but  in 
the  tnrt  and  jelly  1  know  then*  is."*  etc.  The  won!  "  h*t- 
l4*rB  "  was  kniiwu  to  he  jarj^on  for  "  poison."  But  who 
was  "ha"?  If  "be"  waa  meant  for  Somerset  (then 
Rochester'),  it  was  a  strong  piece  of  eviijence  against 
him  :  for  it  waa  gwul  proof  that  the  ConnteRS  at  that 
time  thought  him  likely  to  send  tarta  which  she  kiiew  to 
he  poisoned.  But  though  f^ukt'  ni»t»'d  in  the  margin  that. 
"•he*  is  interpreted  UocliestJT,  for  ICnehi^ster  in  truth 
stmt  it,'*  there  is  nothing  in  the  words  or  context  that  re- 
quires it  to  be  inl^Tpreted  so.  •*  Hr-  "  might  quite  as 
well  mean  Overbury.  It  was  thought  expedient  Lliore- 
fore  to  put  the  qnestion  to  herself,  and  on  the  8th  of 
Junaury,  b^ing  ••xamim'd  concerning  the  letttT,  she  made 
two  lyjuft'iwioMs  which  seemed  to  settle  the  matter  con- 
cloBiTely.  She  conff»saed  first,  that  by  thosf*  wortls  "  If 
he  fthould  wntl,  etc.,  "  **  she  meant  the  Earl  of  SomiTset, 
for  he  used  to  send  many  tarts  and  jeltics  to  him  ;  "  and 
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:)ndly,  **  tbut  by  thi>(ie  words  in  her  lettw  *  Do  tliia  at 
flight  ami  u\\  fihiill  be  right, '  she  meant  that  the  tail  mid 
jtillies  then  sent»  whewin  were  poisuns.  should  ho  givt-n 
to  Ovi?rbury  that  night,  and  then  all  should  be  well/* 
The  luttor  thus  iut<!ppret*Hl  (urmud  a  very  imporUiiil  link 
in  the  chain  of  evidenci',  and  Bacon  was  pix'paied  to  u»t* 
it  accordingly.  But  when  the  King  came  to  examine 
the  evidence  for  himself  (which  Coke  liml  onntrived^ 
unfortunately  in  my  opinion — to  pitvent  hi  in  from  do 
ing  during  the  first  three  montha)  the  intorpretation  of 
the  lirst  passage  stnittk  him  us  so  iniprohiiblti,  thai  he 
referred  the  question  nyain  to  the  Commissioners  for  in- 
vestigiition,  who  found  that  he  was  right  nnd  left  that 
link  out  of  the  chain, 

'Jhe  task  (if  the  Government  had  become  very  dilficuit 
and  delicate  in  conBequence  of  the  premature  announce- 
ment of  the  EiiH'b  complicity  before  the  faot^  as  a  thing 
pi-oved  and  establislied.  For  on  the  one  band  the  evi- 
dence, though  affording  a  strong  presumption  tliat  he  was 
gnilty,  was  not  alu^etber  cnnelusive ;  and  on  the  other 
hand  tlie  great  popular  extriteuient  and  expectation^  stim- 
idated  and  s:inctioned  as  it  had  been  by  the  man  wlio 
had  best  means  of  knowing  and  was  held  to  be  the  high- 
est authority,  might  easily  have  dangerous  consequences, 
if  it  should  lie  disappointed  either  by  tlie  withdrawal  of 
the  prosecution  or  even  by  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  Al- 
ready the  people  were  watching  with  jealousy  the  delay 
of  the  trial  of  those  who  were  really  the  priiicipula,  and 
remembering  the  words  tif  Weston  when  he  hoped  that 
the  great  flies  would  not  be  let  through  whilu  the  small 
ones  were  caught.  If  the  prosecution  of  Somei-set  had 
been  dropped,  it  would  certainly  have  been  considered  a 
defrauding  of  juatiee  from  fear  or  favor  of  the  ]>erson  ; 
and  oven  if  he  had  been  tried  and  acquitted,  the  danger 
would  soaircely  have  been  leas:  for  it  would  have  been 
regarded  as  an  acquittal  of  a  I^ihI  by  Ivonls,  —  a  Lord 
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notonDUffty  guilty  nf  a  cnmo  for  whii^h  liis  sulHirund 
«^nl6,  Wmg  i:ominaiici-ft.  iuui  been  hun^J.  Tbiit  tie  wa» 
guilty,  tliuugh  \t  niuy  aj>])oiir  doiibtiul  now,  \\a»  not 
doubteil  then  by  atiybiwly ;  but  how  far  it  cuuld  he  proved 
tbiit  he  wiis  guilty,  \vi\9  a  point  winch  might  ha  very  wt*U 
dotibteit  even  Ity  thti&c  whu  \v«r«  UKiBt  convinced  in  their 
own  minds  of  the  fact.  Nor  could  it  be  i-egnrdod  »a  a 
ntatt<M'  of  indin'i'Tt'nce.  Ju^tit'e  as  lulniinistfred  in  (ioy- 
emmvnt  proBc^outiuus  had  not  acquired  authority  enough 
ifi  popular  opinion  tu  uviTrule  strong  popular  prejudiofs, 
and  in  thv  stUl  excited  c^juditiou  of  thu  pubhc  mind  an 
acquittal  would  have  cJiused  Bcrious  di^cont^nt.  The 
public  declarations  of  the  Earl'ti  guilt  having  beim  ao 
strongf  while  the  proofs  appeared  on  inspection  to  be  in 
Borae  respuuts  so  weak,  the  result  of  a  trial  wits  a  mutter 
of  juat  anxiety;  and  certainly  if  hn  could  by  any  fair 
tnraiDS  Ui  induced  to  reniuvt?  the  ditficully  by  a  confes- 
aion,  it  would  have  been  the  beat  thing  that  c^iuld  hap- 
pen, lint  wliEit  indiKvmeut  had  ^omerdct  to  confess,  if 
ever  ho  guilty  ?  Suppose  him  to  have  been  privy  to  the 
murder  before  it  waa  done:  still  he  knew  that,  having 
kispt  «o  carefully  out  <jf  llie  way,  the  evidence  to  oimnect 
bim  with  it  could  not  be  tnuoh  or  direct,  lie  knew  tliere- 
iom  that  he  luid  two  ehauces  uf  escape.  The  King— - 
eillier  upon  some  niingiviui;  aa  to  the  force  of  tlio  evi- 
dence, or  some  fear  of  meddling  with  so  powerful  a  man, 
or  Bome  remnant  of  affection  for  one  who  bad  bo  hitely 
and  so  long  been  his  bosom-friend  —  might  shrink  from 
bringing  him  to  trial.  And  again,  if  brought  to  trial  he 
might  be  acquitted.  Upon  what  motive  should  he  throw 
away  two  such  cliancea  of  eaea|H5?  The  only  motive 
that  coidd  be  ]>rew*nted  to  him  was  a  hope  that  if  he 
voluntarily  confcsBud  his  guilti  he  would  have  a  better 
chaiioe  of  mercy  th:in  if  he  stood  upon  his  innocence  and 
were  found  guilty  upon  the  evidence.  N(»w  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  this  was  true.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
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tha  King  would  really  liiiTe  been  glnd  of  an  exousB  fur 
Ufting  hi»  priTogHtive  of  m*!i'<\V'  and  timt  he  believed  (as 
in  those  days  most  jwople  did)  that  a  olwir,  voiuntApy, 
and  penitent  confession  furnished  snch  un  excuse.  Could 
nothing  be  done  then  to  inspire  Souieisut;  with  such  a 
hope?  C)f  courfflMi  dirt'tit  and  explicit  promise  wiis  not 
to  bo  tliougbt  <if;  IxMiHOse  a  direot  promise  of  pardon  if 
ho  confessi'tl  would  have  seonied  like  a  barj^ain  and  a 
bribi^  to  pun-huse  the  ci)nfes8ion.  Upon  such  tt?nns  an  in- 
nocent man.  if  appearances  were  against  him,  might  think 
it  prudent  to  confess  himself  guilty.  But  it  occurreil  to 
tbe  King  that  when  the  time  came  near  such  a  hope  might 
be  put  into  his  heiwl  by  some  friend  who,  thougb  speak- 
ing without  authority,  might  seem  to  Rf)eak  from  knowl- 
edge. That  bo  made  some  suggestion  to  this  effect,  ap- 
pears from  a  letter  of  Bacon's  to  Sir  G.  Villiei-a. 

The  same  letter  suppliea  us  with  a  good  illustration  of 
the  relation  at  this  time  stiltsisling  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  .ludges  in  Leases  of  public  prosecution.  **Yes- 
terday,*'  says  Bacon,  "being  We<inesday,  I  spent  four  or 
five  hours  with  the  Judges,  whom  bis  Majesty  designed 
to  take  consideration  wilb  the  four  Judges  of  the  King's 
Bencb  of  the  ©vidence  against  Someratft.  They  all  con- 
cur in  opinion,  that  the  questioning  him,  and  drawing 
him  on  the  trial  is  most  honorable  and  just,  and  that  the 
evidence  is  fair  and  g<M)d,'*  The  Jn<lges  tberefore  were 
advitttd  with. 

Before  the  case  was  brought  into  Court  the  evidence 
for  the  prosecution  waa  laid  bt»fore  tliem,  and  their  opin- 
ions were  nsked  whether  it  was  a  t?ase  tit  to  proceed  with. 
For  though  it  may  w^em  that  to  a  government  instituting 
a  prosecution  for  the  simple  purpose  of  trj/injf  whether  a 
man  bo  guilty  or  nut  guilty,  tlie  v<>rcJict  should  be  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference,  and  accrpted,  whichever  way  it  goes, 
simply  as  an  answer  to  the  question  aaked,  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  so  regarded  in  Jameses  time.     Even  in  the 
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ciiBe  before  us,  which  is  the  Btrongeat  iruaginable,  —  u 
Cttse  in  which  thfl  fiovernment  had  lilernllv  nothinu  to 
gain  or  lose  I'xcept  reput^ition  for  ju&tioe, — it  is  eviileiit 
that  an  acquittal  \vas  feared  Inaa  ub  a  failure  of  justice 
than  as  u  (li»honor  to  the  King.  And  how  (it  may  be 
iairly  askprl)  shonld  Hn  acquittiil  in  such  anise  have  been 
ishonur  tu  thu  King?  The  King's  favorito  falh)  under 
Tieavy  suspicion  of  having  beiT  accessorv'  to  the  murder 
of  one  of  the  King^s  subjects.  Hu  is  foriniilty  iioctistMl 
•ind  tried  before  a  jury  of  his  peers.  His  pt'em  acquit 
him.  What,  it  may  be  iiskcd,  is  that  t<>  tiie  K'm^  ?  We 
often  UvAT  juries  blamed  for  verdicts  of  not  guilty  ;  but 
who  ever  thought  of  blaming  the  Crown  ?  The  imswer, 
I  think,  muHt  be  thut  iti  the  rflatiim  wWxch  once  sub- 
sisted .between  the  King  and  tlie  people,  such  a  fcehng 
was  natural  and  uppropriate  ;  and  that,  though  that  re- 
lation was  now  materially  changed,  tho  old  feeh'ng  Htill 
remained,  —  an  anomaly  frequently  observable  in  the 
course  of  social  alterations,  which  seldom  proceed  all  to- 
gether; but  either  the  opininn  runs  ahead  of  the  prac- 
tice, or  the  practice  of  the  opinion.  Originally  the  pun- 
ishment of  all  crimes  rested  with  the  King  alone.  Judges 
were  at  first  only  deputies;  juries  were  at  first  only  wit- 
natsca.  In  process  nf  time  they  ciimo  to  be  regarded  us 
check*  upon  the  King.  The  Judges  were  to  see  that  the 
laws  were  not  infringed;  the  juries  tn  see  that  the  fuct 
was  provwl.  But  still  the  King  was  the  necuser,  and  to 
accuse  ft  man  who  was  not  guilty  was  false  accusation. 
We  cao  still  understand  that  the  acqnitijd  of  a  man  pros- 
ecuttnl  fur  n  political  oflfenao  is  a  damage  to  the  govern- 
ment that  pmsecutes  him;  and  I  fancy  that  in  James's 
timo  a  similar  feiding  extendiMl  ti>  nil  proHecutiuns  insti- 
tuted at  Ihe  suit  of  the  Crown,  The  conviction  seemed 
neoossary  in  order  to  justify  the  prosecution  ;  for  hh 
acquittJil  implied  that  the  prisoner  had  been  brought 
to  trial  on  insuQicient  evidence.     People  bad  not  yet 
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Ibiirued  to  regard  the  proceeding  before  tbe  Court  simply 
lis  u  trial  of  the  qaestion,  —  a  reference  of  it  to  the  Judge 
aud  Jurj'  to  know  whether  the  prisoner  wjis  guilty  or  not. 
Still  less  bad  they  learned  to  regard  a  prcjtidicittion  of 
(bat  question  us  tiujust  Hiid  injurious,  on  the  ground  that 
until  the  case  bad  been  openl}'  heard  nobody  could  know. 
The  Government,  having  prlvutely  examined  both  the 
witnesses  and  thi*  prisoner,  were  supposed  to  have  al- 
ready BatiHlied  themselves  of  bis  guilt;  and  tlie  trial  was 
looked  on  as  little  wore  tbau  an  appeal  to  an  open  tribu- 
lud  for  conGriuation  of  the  judgment.  Certuinly  from 
Coke's  doctrine  that  the  evidence  iigiunst  tlie  prisoner 
ought  to  be  so  oonclusive  as  to  preolmle  the  possibility  of 
answer,^  it  would  directly  und  logically  follow  tliiit  a 
prdict  of  not  guilty  was  u  censure  u])on  the  King.  This 
at  any  rate  is  cerUiin  —  that  in  thuae  duys  when  a  man 
wiw  once  brought  u])  for  triid  the  honor  of  the  King  was 
supposed  to  be  intereuted  in  obtaining  a  convicti<in  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  found  to  be  exi>edient,  hefffre  bringing 
him  up  for  triul,  to  iiscerluin  upon  the  bust  authority 
which  could  be  got  that  the  prosecution  was  '^  honorable 
and  just  "  and  the  evidence  ^^  fiur  and  good.*' 

The  suggestion  of  hopes  to  Somerst>t  that  his  confes- 
sion would  be  followed  by  mercy  may  have  done  some  of 
the  good  which  Bacon  anticipated,  in  ^^attempering  him 
Ht  his  arraignment;"  but  of  ^H'oufession  before  arraign- 
njent,"''  which  was  the  King's  object,  there  was  as  yet 
no  offer  or  symptom.  The  truth,  1  think,  was  that  bn 
did  not  yet  U^lieve  that  he  woidd  be  arraigned  at  all ;  nor 
had  he  yet  exhausted  the  rosourcuet  which  he  thought  he 
possessed  in  the  well-known  weaknesses  of  the  King.  He 
had  tried  many  ways  to  work  upon  him.    Me  begnu  when 

I  Ttui  true  rvaMO  [for  nsfukliifc  tbe  |triioDvr  tlic  aid  itt  cuunielj  is  Ibat  tli« 
t««UiiMBi«  and  proof  at  ttia  offiato  ought  U>  bt  so  clnar,  u  Uitre  obd  be  ao 
dcfBuie  to  H. 

'  "  The  liopc  I  bad  ....  wm  rather  of  atlfinpering  him  «t  bi*  amipinieQt 
Ihui  of  confcMion  befmv  unignment."     Biicnn  to  Villivr*,  lU  Hay. 
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first  cnlled  iu  question  with  vehement  MpbniiiUiig,  uguiust 
which  hi?;  knew  that  Janies's  soft  and  M-nsitive  lui^'tfrft 
WHH  »oMniii  proof.  When  that  fiiih'cl,  ho  trieil  t<>  cxc^t« 
hi  him  dialiko  aud  di^^trtist  of  the  Comini8sioiM*ra.  Fiiil- 
ilig  tiguiti  in  that,  he  addressed  him&elf  to  hid  politicul 
auxietii'8  and  upprehensionB^  intiuiatiug  that  hi>  hijul  lui 
important  sUtUt  Bt*(:i*et  to  commuuioate.  Being  told  to 
conimnnirate  it  t*>  the  Commi»8innei*a,  he  n^fus«d;  it  wob 
nu  busiueiis  (^he  tutid)  of  theii'»  ;  hti  wouhi  tell  it  to  J^ord 
Kuutles  uud  Lurd  Hay  if  hu  might  see  tbem.  This  de- 
vice was  piirtly  successful.  With  diflieult)',  and  aft<'r 
cousiderubli!  dehiy,  ho  aucceeded  in  gfttiug  a  Ofjiumuni- 
cntion  passi'd  U>  tht?  King  without  the  intervention  of 
the  ComtiiiAsioners  ;  and  tlie  long  lull  which  followed,  — 
wliile  Dighy  was  expected  from  8pa.in»  while  the  th«pute 
bi;twe«n  the  Chaucery  and  the  King's  Bench  was  at  its 
h(?igbt,  and  while  the  inijuiry  was  diverted  towai'ds  Spuu- 
i«h  intrigues,  a  region  in  which  he  Inul  nothing  serious 
to  fear,  —  may  have  deceived  him  into  the  hope  that 
he  had  bliakeu  the  King's  i-esolution  ;  ii  hope  which  the 
King's  undisguised  anxiety  to  obtain  a  confession  before 
ti'Uil  would  naturally  conlirm.  Finding,  however,  by  the 
hutt  inlervifW  with  the  ConimisHioiiui's  ihat  it  was  not  so, 
iiod  that  unless  he  could  liud  sonic  new  nH*ans  of  divert- 
iitgtlie  King  from  his  purpose  he  would  really  be  bought 
In  the  bur,  he  next  tried  tt»  w«trk  upon  his  pergonal  timid- 
ity. Huving  got  no  good  by  his  ollor  to  impart  informa- 
tion which  it  ooncenied  him  to  possess,  he  now  threat- 
ened to  disclose  something  which  it  cimcenied  him  to 
kwp  Mfcret,  The  particulara  of  the  message  are  n"t 
known,  hot  it  seemed  to  import  a  threat  that  if  brought 
to  trial  he  would  puhllely  charge  the  King  with  being 
himself  accessory  to  the  murder — a  threat  by  which  he 
hop*<l  no  doubt  to  deter  him  from  pi-oceediug  furtlier. 
Again,  howifver,  lie  was  disappointed.  The  King,  though 
ftl&rm<^l  and  iigilHti-d,  wait  not  to  Ix*  frightened  fnjm  his 
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purpooe,  bift  caused  him  to  be  informed  that  until  he  had 
.  fJlireromlergonp  his  triaJ  or  confessed  his  crime,  no  pri- 
■•■"Tf*t«  communication  couUI  pass  between  them. 

Tlie  Lady's  turn  came  first.  At  nine  oVIook  in  the 
morning  of  tlie  24tli  nf  J\Iay,  she  wns  brought  up  to  an- 
swer the  cimrge  iu  Westminster  Uuih  beforu  a  crowded 
and  eager  audience.  Places  to  hear  '^  were  grown,"  says 
('hamberlain,  "to  so  cxtniordiiuiry  a  rate  tliiit  four  or 
five  pieces  (as  they  i-all  llipm)  was  an  ordinary  price; 
and  I  know  a  lawyer  that  had  agreed  to  give  i!10  for 
himself  and  his  wife  for  tlie  two  days;  and  X50  wei-e 
given  for  a  corner  that  could  Invrdly  rontain  a  dozen.'* 
Tbo  Countess  pleaded  guilty,  hs  was  e^epeeted.  It  was 
Uaeon's  business  tct  pray  judgment  against  her;  which  be 
did,  closing  bis  charge  with  the  words  — 

^*  Franuea,  Countess  of  Somerset^  hath  been  indicted 
and  arraif^ned,  as  accessory  bpfore  the  fart,  for  the  mur- 
der and  iinpuitiunjuent  of  iSir  Thomas  Ovorbuiy,  and  hath 
pleaded  guilty,  and  confessetb  the  indictment ;  I  pray 
judgment  against  the  pristmer." 

The  prisonur  being  a^ked  in  the  usual  form  what  she 
had  to  say,  the  following  passage  occurred,  according  to 
the  i*eport  iu  the  State  Trials:  — 

"  Cmtittrga  of  Somertet.  I  can  miiuli  ftggmvate  bul  nolltitig 
exteunnie  my  fnult.  I  desire  mercy  and  thai  tbo  Lords  will  )u- 
Brcede  for  iitv  tu  the  King.  (TIua  slii-  «poke  humbly,  fi'arfully, 
,  so  low  LbaL  lla*  Loni  Sleuard  could  not  lioai*  it.  Hut  Mr. 
Atloruey  related  ir.1 

'*J/r.  Attorney.  The  Lady  is  so  touclii.d  with  ruiuorftt!  and 
sense  of  her  faalt  tliat  grit'f  surprises  btT  fruiu  expressing  hur- 
sell :  bai  ibat  wliirh  she  liatti  contiiM'dly  sAJd  is  to  this  effect, 
That  she  cannot  uxcuse  hcrstilf,  but  desires  mercy." 

This  was  the  whole  of  the  proceeding  that  day,  and  it 
was  over  by  noon.  "  She  won  pity  (says  Chamberlain) 
by  her  soWr  demeanor,  whkdi  in  my  opinion  was  more 
curious  and  confident  than  Wjis  fit  for  a  Lady  in  such  dis- 
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treu ;  and  yet  aho  shed  or  niiide  ehow  of  some  teara 
divers  times.  She  was  used  witb  mom  resi>ec-t  tlmii 
UBUiil,  ruitlitng  being  aggravated  against  her  bv  uuy  oir- 
curuatance,  nor  any  invective  used,  but  only  touching  the 
tauin  offcnso  of  ninnlcr;  «s  likewise  it  w;i3  said  to-fhiy  to 
be  the  King's  pleasure,  that  no  odious  or  uncivil  speeches 
should  hv  given.  The  general  opinion  is  that  she  shall 
not  die,  and  miiuy  good  worda  were  given  to  put  her  In 
hope  of  the  King's  mercy,  wherein  the  Lord  Steward 
with  the  rest  of  the  Peers  promised  their  best  media- 
tion/' 

"  Her  carriage  (says  Sberburu,  writing  to  Carleton  on 
the  same  day)  Iialh  much  commended  her :  for  both  be- 
fore and  aft*»r  her  condemnation  she  behaved  herself  so 
nobly  and  worthily  as  did  express  to  the  world  slit*  was 

welt  taught  and  had  better  learned  her  lesson It 

is  conceived  by  many  that  in  regard  she  stotKl  not  upon 
her  justiKcation,  but  confessed  and  submitted  herself  to 
the  law  and  mercy  of  the  King,  that  she  shall  not  die ; 
whiwh  they  ground  upon  Mr.  Attorney's  speech,  which 
did  intimate  such  a  kind  of  hope  ;  but  for  tny  p:irt  I  am 
not  80  confident,  becanso  of  the  King's  solemn  protesta- 
tion made  at  the  first  discovery  of  the  business,  that  the 
neverity  of  the  law  should  be  executed  upon  the  otfend- 
Ms ;  and  seeing  so  many  have  already  suffered  I  eimnot 
believe  he  will  span-i  this  noble  Lady,  though  the  great- 
ness of  her  birth  and  friends  may  plead  much  for  her.** 

In  the  mean  time  she  w:is  condemned  to  be  hanged, 
and  taken  back  l4)  thf  Tower  ;  most  of  the  by-standera, 
Hcoording  to  Camden,  pitying  her. 

On  the  Slime  night,  when  Sir  Geoi^e  More  warned  the 
Earl  to  be  ready  for  his  trial  the  next  morning  (for  which 
It  seems  he  was  still  unprepared,  having  trusted  proba- 
bly to  the  operation  of  his  recent  threat  upon  the  King's 
mind),  ho  was  alarmed  by  the  effect  the  message  took 
upon  him.     According  t»»  Weldon,  wlio  profess4*fl  to  have 
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heard  the  story  from  Sir  George  liimself,  "  be  ilid  abao- 
Intt'Iy  H'fiiso  it,  am!  said  rhtty  should  carry  him  in  hia  Wd  ; 
that  the  King  had  tissarod  him  he  should  notcuine  to  any 
trial,  neither  dureb  thw  King  bring  him  to  trial;"  using 
such  "  lM>ld  and  undntiful  expressions'*  that  Sir  George 
wunt  off  in  great  cunaternation  to  Greenwich,  waked  np 
the  King  at  midnight,  and  asked  him  what  waa  to  be 
done.  The  King,  he  adds,  did  not  know,  but  "  falling 
into  a  pjission  of  tears"  left  it  to  Sir  George's  manug**- 
ment,  proroiRing  that  if  he  "helped  him  iu  thia  great 
strait,  he  should  find  he  did  it  for  a  thankful  master." 
Upon  which  Sir  George  returned  to  Somerset  at  three  in 
the  morning,  and  assured  him,  as  from  the  King,  that 
though  it  was  necessary  that  he  BhoiUd  appear  at  th(»  bar 
to  satisfy  justice,  he  should  *'  return  instantly  again  with- 
out any  further  proceedings."  **  With  which  trick  he 
allayed  his  fury  and  got  him  quietly  about  eight  in  the 
morning  to  the  Hall." 

Stories  told  by  men  like  Weldon  are  not  the  more  to 
be  believed  bet'HUs©  thev  have  some  fotmdation  in  fart. 
But  wlien  the  fact  can  be  discovered  it  genet*ally  detects 
the  fiction  in  the  superstructure).  In  this  case  we  happen 
to  have  good  evidence  that  some  owtbreuk  of  the  kind 
did  occur  on  the  part  of  Somei^et,  and  that  some  imme- 
diate commnniention  was  made  about  it  by  Sir  George 
More  to  the  King.  Bat  the  letter  which  ]>roves  that  so 
much  was  true  proves  also  that  the  rest  of  the  circuni- 
staDcea  wei-e  badly  invented.  The  letter  which  conUiina 
the  evidence  is  the  King's  answer  to  Sir  George's  com- 
munication,—  a  letter  still  extant  in  autograph.  From 
tliis  it  appears  that  on  the  very  eve  of  the  trial  More  hud 
reported  to  the  King  a  new  difficulty.  Somei*6et  hud 
been  seized  with  some  "strange  fit,"  —  eitlier  was,  or 
pretended  to  be,  either  mad  or  unable  to  move.  In  an- 
swer to  which  "  strange  news  "  thte  King  directs  him  to 
let  Lord  Hay  and  Sir  Robert  Carr  (who  bod  already 


lalfr-16.J    TllK  EAUJ.  (JK  S(KMt^E{.SlC  r  UlfOLGHT  \Xi  Tim  BAR.         105 


ft 


been  sent)  speak  wicti  him  firsfc ;  Hnd  "  when  Lhiit  is 
done,"  he  adds,  *'if  ho  shall  still  refuse  to  go,  ye  must 
do  your  ollioe,  except  he  be  either  appiin'itlly  slok  or  clis- 
tmcted  of  hiK  \nts  ;  iti  any  of  wh)(>h  cuses  ye  may  a<y 
quuint  the  Chaueellur  with  it,  »o  th:it  ht*  may  adjourn 
the  (lay  till  Momlay  tu*xl,  between  which  time  [and  thia] 
if  bia  sickuese  or  niadnettft  bo  ctiunterfoitetl,.it  will  muni- 
fnttly  appe:u'."  '*  If  he  have  said  anything  of  moment 
to  the  l-ord  Hay,"  he  ronc-Indes,  •*  I  expect  to  hear  of  it 
with  ail  speed ;  if  otherwise  let  me  nut  be  troobted  with 
it  till  the  trial  be  past/*  This  therefore  was  the  last 
Btagtt  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  the  end  uf  it  was  that  Som- 
erset, finding  that  hiH  la^t  device  hud  failed  like  the  reat 
and  that  he  could  not  help  hira»elf,  consented  to  go  and 
went  quietlv- 

The  throng  wiis  as  great  and  the  aiulience  na  difltin- 
gatahed  aa  th«  day  before;  "more  ladies  and  great  per- 
•ODSges,**  says  Chaml)erlain«  **th;in  ever  I  think  were 
aeen  at  any  triid."  The  proceedings  were  mui'.h  more 
interesting.  For  the  evidence  which  oonstitnted  the  caae 
ngainnt  Somerset  Wiis  now  to  be  produced  in  publiii  fur 
the  first  time.  The  story  of  the  murder»  — the  way  in 
which  and  the  persons  by  whom  it  w;is  tlonc,  — hiul  been 
heard  over  and  uver  again  ;  antl  the  principal  facts  which 
involved  the  Countr«fi  ad  accessory  bad  coniu  out  in  the 
trials  or  oonfi^sstons  of  her  instruments.  Uut  with  re- 
gjud  to  the  Karl,  though  it  was  understood  upon  what 
hhould  hav<*  Ik'i'u  good  authority  that  there  was  conehi> 
Hivo  evidoncu  against  him,  no  one  had  yet  heard  what  it 

WHH. 

The  indictment  having  been  read,  the  prisoner  having 
plendml  not  guilty,  and  the  Sergeant  Crirr  liaving  csdied 
upon  all  tbusti  that  were  to  give  in  evidence  against  him 
to  mftka  tlieir  appoanince,  Sergeiint  Montague  opened 
ibe  ease  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  several  aots 
obaigod ;  coucludiug  that  the  t^ucstioQ  the  Peers  had  to 
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consider  woa  in  Bubstauco  only  this  —  **  Whether  my 
I^rtl  of  SonuM'set  procured  or  caused  the  poiaoning  of 
Sir  T.  Overbury,  or  no?  '*  after  which,  Baoou  proceeded 
to  L'xplaiii  the  history  of  the  case  and  iho  import  of  the 
evidence,  and  concluded  by  producing  the  evidence  it- 
self. 

Of  this  evidence  we  have  two  iudeputident  reports, 
each  of  wliich  proves  the  iraj^)erfcction  of  the  other  in 
detjiii*  while  at  the  saint;  time  it  bears  witness  to  its  ac- 
curacy in  general.  The  imperfection  was  inevitable. 
Without  a  regular  syRtem  of  reporting,  including  relays 
of  practiced  hands  conveniently  phiced  fur  hearing,  it 
must  have  been  impossible  to  obtain  anything  like  u 
complete  account  of  :i  trial  whieli  lasted  thirteen  hours, 
such  syaiem  had  yet  been  introduced  ;  nor  was  it  any 
bject  in  this  case  with  those  who  had  command  of  the 
"records  to  publish  such  an  account.  When  a  popular 
favorite,  like  the  late  Earl  of  Essex,  —  or  the  hero  of  a 
jwpular  cause,  like  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  after  his  late  ex- 
pedition,—  or  persons  belonging  ti>  a  party  in  the  coun- 
try considerable  enough  to  make  their  discontent  danger- 
ous, like  the  Gunpowder  conspirators,  —  were  sentf need 
to  the  giJlows  or  tlie  block,  the  Government  occjwionally 
found  it  expedient  to  prevent  rumors  by  publishing  an 
authentic  account  of  the  charge  and  evidence.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  Somersets  the  popular  sentiment  ran  all 
in  favor  of  the  sentence.  It  was  not  the  execution  but 
the  respite  that  was  likely  to  cause  discontent ;  which 
the  publication  of  an  authorized  report  of  the  evidence 
for  the  conviction  wouM  have  inflamed  rather  than  al- 
layed. In  such  cases  the  claim  of  Justice  to  publicity 
was  held  to  be  satisfied  by  the  admission  of  everybody 
who  could  find  room,  to  see  and  heur  the  proceedings. 
Those  who  were  not  there  had  to  content  their  curiosity 
with  what  they  «>u!d  learn  from  those  who  were ;  among 
whom  were  always  some  who  took  notes,  out  of  which 
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reports  were  mamifticturod  for  circulation  io  maaoscript. 
Fmni  some  manuscript  of  this  kind  —  with  the  help  pur- 
Unps  of  one  or  two  otliont  —  tii«  report  of  thia  case  in 
the  "8tate  Trials"  w:ia  mado  up ;  uu<J  it  is  one  of  the 
best  in  tbu  ouUecllon.  I  cannot  indued  think,  as  some 
critics  seem  to  do.  thnt  it  euuhles  us  to  judge  of  the  case 
aa  well  as  tiie  Peers  who  lietird  it  and  could  luk  ques- 
tions ;  but  it  does  enable  na  to  follow  the  course  of  the 
evidence  uitd  to  judj^e  of  its  j^enenil  chiunwier.  Thnugh 
it  onnnot  be  trusted  f(u*  giving  a  complete  or  even  u  cor- 
rect representation  of  all  tJie  depositions  which  were  read, 
ail   that  the  vied  vocf  witnesses  8|>oke»  it  shows  that 

ch  separat*?  jwint  which  Bacon  had  undertaken  to  prove 
was  brought  forward  in  auecession,  with  only  a  few  words 
of  prt^fact)  to  remind  the  Court  of  its  phice  and  office  in 
the  argunionb;  that  the  evidence  bearing  upon  it  was 
then  read,  or  the  witnesses  produced  to  give  their  testi- 
mony ;  and  that  that  p<:unt  was  then  closed,  and  hjft  to 
ntaki!  way  fur  the  next.  And  whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  conclusiveness  of  the  evidence  on  some  of  those 
points,  it  cnnnot  be  ilcnied,  T  think,  that  it  is  in  every 
case  pertinent,  and  material  (^as  far  as  it  goes),  and  used 
with  scrupulous  fairness. 

As  tin?  wh'.ilc  prot.*eeding  was  under  Bacon's  direction, 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  go  shortly  through  the  heads. 

1.  In  support  of  the  allegation  tliut  the  friendship 
U^twevn  SonuTtiet  and  Overbury  had  given  plac*'  to  mu- 
tual Uialice  and  ill-will,  we  have  tlie  testimony  of  two  of 
Ovorbnry*a  servants,  who  had  heard  altercations  or  seen 
com-spomlrnce  between  them  ;  and  we  have  aUo  Over- 
burj'a  own  letters,  which  are  rertainly  of  a  tluvatcuing 

ftracter. 

2.  For  th(T  ingli  iiaturo  of  the  secrete  which  h;ul  pre- 
viously piwHfd  brtween  them,  wo  have  again  the  t<>8ti- 
mony  of  a  confidential  ttervant  of  Overbury 's,  who  had 

&D  hiai  open,  make  extracts  from,  re-aeal,  and  send 
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bfiok  Bgitin  tn  Somerset,  letters  dh'ected  to  the  King ;  and 
we  bftve  besiiles  Somerset's  own  admission  that  their  cor- 
respondenc*!  was  condnrted  in  cipher. 

3.  For  the  irajwrtant  allegation  that  before  Overbury's 
imprisonment  u  plan  had  been  under  consideration  for 
procuring  his  death  in  another  way,  —  namely,  by  insti- 
gating a  gentleman  who  had  had  a  perwtnal  quarrel  with 
him  to  assault  and  kill  him,  and  that  this  design  was 
not  unknown  to  Somerset,  —  we  have  Somerset's  own 
admittsion  that  such  a  thing  had  been  "  once  resolved/' 
thoagh  it  was  **  not  followed  ; "  and  we  have  also  the 
direct  testimony  of  the  gentleman  selected  for  the  oiEce ; 
who  confessed  that  the  Countess  had  promised  him  £1,000 
and  the  conversion  of  Rochester  from  an  enemy  to  a 
friend  if  he  would  do  the  dee<l ;  and  that  he  had  more- 
over professed  himself  ready  to  undertake  it,  provided 
Rochester  would  undertake  to  procure  his  pardon ;  which 
last  condition  the  Couiiteea  %vaa  unable  to  promise,  and 
so  the  negotiation  was  broken  oflF. 

4.  "And  now,"  said  Mr.  Attorney  (according  to  the 
report  iu  the  *  State  Trials  *>,  **  to  the  puddle  of  blood  ; 
the  firat  link  of  which  is  that  the  means  to  entrap  Over- 
bury  for  the  Tower,  was  by  the  means  of  my  Lord  of 
Somerset." 

I  may  observe  by  the  way  that  the  wording  of  the  re- 
mark thus  put  into  Baoon'a  mouth  shows  that  w»  ainnot 
trust  the  report  for  verbal  Bccuraey,  and  giv**s  us  a  kind 
of  measQi'e  of  the  allowance  that  must  be  made  through- 
out for  the  imperfection  of  the  medium  through  which 
we  see  the  irai^.  But  though  it  would  be  rash  to  as- 
sume that  It  reflects  even  the  substance  of  all  that  was 
material  in  the  evidence  adduced,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  writer  was  taking  down  as  many  as  he 
could  of  the  words  which  he  heard,  as  correctly  aa  he 
could. 

The  tirst  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence  which  was  to 


l«lfr.t«.]       EVIDENCE  IN  SPFFORT  OF  TBE  CHABQB. 


109 


prove  that  Somerset  had  a  hand  in  tlje  preptinUory  at^ 
rangements  by  which  Overbury  waa  placed  and  kept 
iritliin  the  p<>w«r  of  his  enemies,  was  estiiblished  by  Som- 
esvet^s  own  admission  undei'  his  own  hand,  in  a  deuLa- 
TatioD  voUintanly  addressed  to  the  King,  that  he  had 
■^oonsonted  to  and  endeavored  the  imprisoumeut  of  Over- 
bary." 

6.  *'  The  seoond  link,"  proceeded  Bacon,  accordtng  to 
the  same  reporter,  "*  is  how  that  Ilelwysse  came  to  be 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  by  your  means;  and  yet  that 
rauBt  have  a  color:  my  Lord  of  Shrewsbury  and  my  I^rd 
Chamberlain  must  prefer  him  to  yon  as  their  friend, 
tboQgh  it  was  reaolved  before  that  be  should  have  tlie 
pWm*," 

For  proof  of  this,  we  have  Helwysse's  testimony,  coa- 
firtnod  by  Sir  Thomas  Monson's,  who  was  the  messenger 
employed :  only  that  Monson  speaks  of  Northampton  aa 
the  first  mover. 

6.  **Now  the  third  link,"  continued  Bacon,  "concerns 
the  placing  of  Weston  for  his  keeper,** 

Kur  proof  of  this  we  have  again  the  testimony  of  Sir 
Thomas  Monaon,  who  deposes  that  he  recommended 
Weston  for  Ovorbury's  keeper  upon  the  entrtsaty  of  tbo 
Countess  and  with  the  knowledge  of  Northampton  ;  and 
we  have  also  Weston's  own  assertion  tlnit  he  was  recom- 
mentlml  by  I^ord  tind  Liidy  Soini*raft :  together  with  the 
declaration  of  »  familiar  ni'^rjuaintHnee  of  his,  that  both 
))«*fore  and  after  Iiim  appointment  he  was  in  frequent  cora- 
mtmicatioD  with  the  £arl,  and  professed  to  be  in  favor 
with  hiin. 

7.  The  **  fourth  link/*  which  was  the  rfa/e  of  this  pla- 
cing and  disphiciug  nf  officers  (an  important  point,  be- 
cause it  was  not  a  thing  which  could  have  been  compassed 
"by  the  Countess  alone)  was  ustubltsliod  by  Helwysse^H 
testimony,  who  had  stated  that  Overbury  was  committed 
to  the  Tower  on  the  «SOth  of   April,  himuulf  appointed 
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Lieiitonant  on  the  GUi  of  \I:iy,  aud  Westoa  uudorkecper 
on  the  7th. 

8.  »*  Now  the  fifth  link/*  continued  Bacon,  "  which  I 
promitted  to  aliow  you,  WJiB  that  this  must  not  be  done 
audileiily,  bnt  by  degrees  ;  and  so  he  mnat  be  poisoned 
leisurely,  to  ;iviiid  suspiciou.  And  in  the  meiin  spaou 
you  entert:iined  his  father  and  mnther  with  friToIoua 
hopes,  uiid  yet  indeed  hindered  und  mmleoppoBition  (but 
underliaud)  to  all  the  means  that  were  used  for  his  de- 
livery." 

In  proof  of  this  Overbury's  father  was  called ;  who 
deacnhed  partindarly  his  eommunifations  with  Someract 
during  hb  son's  ftirknofia  nnd  after  hia  d(.*:Lth  ;  and  how 
he  had  been  advised  not  to  press  to  see  him  or  petition 
for  Ins  reloaae*  lest  he  should  protract  his  ijnprisonnieut. 

9.  The  '•  sbclh  link/*  which  was  tlio  indilVerenee  with 
whieh  Somerset,  in  the  mean  time,  rriilly  ivg-ai-dud  Over- 
bury's  condition,  was  estublished  by  the  persona!  testi- 
mony of  his  broiher-in-law,  Sir  Jnhn  Lidcot,  who  had 
previously  taken  Somerset  for  Ovcrbury's  true  friend,  but 
when  he  came  to  prt'ss  him  upon  the  matter,  had  been 
convinced  that  he  was  not  douling  sincerely. 

10-  The  "seventh  hnk/*  which  was  "the  manner  of 
his  keeping/'  —  namely,  the  fact  that  though  committed 
only  for  a  contempt,  ho  was  kept  (contrary  to  usage)  as 
a  close  prisoner ;  and  that  this  w;vs  by  Somerset's  man- 
agement, —  wfiB  established  by  the  testimony  of  Sir 
Thomas  Monsim,  who  dcc-iiired  tJmt  directions  to  keep 
him  close  prisoner  had  been  given  to  the  Lieutenant  by 
Northampton  and  Somerset;  and  it  was  fuithereonnrmeil 
by  that  of  Overbury*s  servant,  liiurence  Davis;  who,  on 
applying  to  Sonjerset  for  leave  to  wait  upon  his  master 
in  the  Tower,  though  he  were  shnt  up  with  him,  had 
been  put  off  with  the  excuse  that  "  he  shortly  purposed 
to  procure  his  t<ftal  liberty,  and  this  might  hinder  it." 

11.  "Now  the  eighth  and  last  link/'  proceeded  Bacon, 
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"is,  in  this  intorim  that  Overbiir)*  io  tlie  Tower  was  plie 
with  poisons,  ray  Lord  thirsted  ufter  the  news  to  knoi 
what  became  of  buti,  aiid  cuiiLiiiiiid  ptjsta  weut  betweei 
biin  and  my  Lady  ;  and  all  thift  white  bore  him  in  h:inc 
with  oiher  pretenses.'* 

In  proof  of  which  ih  adduceJ,  iirut  the  confesttiun  o^ 
Franklin  that  he  biwl  be«u  "^  h  cuntiuual  messenger  h 
twevii  Wcaton  and  the  Couiites^s,  to  acquaint  bur  bow 
Overbury  fared  ;  who,  according  as  shv  buird  from  the 
Towor  sent  the  news  presently  t^  Conrt  to  the  Lord  ol 
Hocbfflter;  secondly,  the  examination  of  Helwysse,  who 
stated  that  be  "  received  divers  Iett*?r8  from  ihe  Countea 
■wbLM-ein  she  dtjsired  to  know  bow  Ovorbnry  did*  that  el 
might  certify  to  the  Court :  '*  ttiirdly,  an  admission  bj 
S<iniersit  himself  that  among  the  many  letters  whicl 
p:i8«ed  at  that  time  between  iiitnsolf  and  thu  Cumit 
there  m«y  havt!  been  some  which  concerned  Overbur 
(which  he  biul  at  first  denied*):  fourtldy,  a  stjitement  bj 
I^aibell  (the  Frenclj  apothecary  wiio  attended  Overbury] 
that  Sornei-set  bad  sent  for  him  on  tbrce  s4*voriil  t)ccasiona 
to  auk  him  bow  Overbury  was  ;  on  the  second  of  which 
ho  bad  told  him,  being  partimlurly  (pientiuned  on  the 
point,  that  he  tliought  bo  might  recover  if  he  were 
liberty, 

lii.  *'  Now  in  respect  Overbury  had  a  working  brain,* 
Bacon  proceeded,  "  my  lx>rd  of  Northampton  must  ii 
show  iiegotiatu  abnut  his  delivery  and  tbo  terms  of  hit 
combig  out,  wbiUt  thoy  intended  bis  poiaouing.  That 
wa»  real,  and  the  other  but  in  pretense/' 

In  pnKif  of  tiiis,  extraotJi  were  reail  from  sevei-al  let 
ti'rt  fnan  Northampton  to  Sorners<jit,  wliieh  leave  no  roor 
for  doubt  ttuit  a  game  of  double  dealing  in  some  tind,  at 
the  expense  of  Overbury,  was  g*>ing  on, 

"  And  hert?/*  Bacon  eoueluded,  "  my  part  ends,  and 
that  that  r».'St«  behind  I  leave  to  the  Iwu  Serjeunls." 

iX  Serjeant   Montagiie   followed,  wbcme  part  waa  to 
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prove  that  Soiner8et''s  hand  was  in  the  empoisonment  it- 
self. This  was  the  moHt  difiicalt  part  of  the  case,  and 
provL-d,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  the  weakest. 
For  wliatever  may  have  been  Somerset's  real  sliare  in  the 
murder,  he  had  no  ocenflion  to  show  or  use  bis  hand  at 
all  ill  the  actual  administration  of  the  poisons.  In  that, 
the  Countess  did  not  need  his  help ;  having  sufficient 
malice^  activity,  and  courage  of  her  own,  and  sufficient 
insti'uctors,  assistiuiLs,  and  accomplices  in  Mi's.  Turnor, 
Franklin,  Helwjsae,  and  Weston.  If  ho  knew  what  she 
was  about,  he  had  unly  to  let  hur  alone.  It  follows  that 
the  absence  of  evidence  iniplieating  him  personally  can- 
not be  taken  as  any  strong  argument  of  his  innocenue. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  fact  was  established  by 
Serjeant  Montague  which  couJd  not  he  accounted  for 
witliuut  supposing  him  guilty,  both  the  reporters  have 
iniss«d  it  The  facts  upon  which  he  seems  to  have  relied 
were  (1)  That  Somerset  sent  a  powder  to  Overhury  in 
a  letter,  which  nnide  him  very  ill.  Which  was  not  d«'- 
nied.  But  then  it  had  been  understood  that  it  was  meant 
to  make  him  ^'a  little  sick  :  "  and  if  the  wivcrity  of  the 
Ulneaa  which  followed  was  more  than  could  have  been 
produced  without  poison,  it  would  have  been  hard  to 
prove  that  no  poison  was  given  him  about  the  same  time 
by  some  other  baud.  (2)  That  he  sent  him  tart3  which 
were  poisoned.  And  poisoned  tarts  were  uo  doubt  sent. 
But  I  caunot  find  any  prtxif  that  they  were  sent  by  the 
Earl,  or  with  bis  knowledge,  except  what  is  implied  in 
the  Countess's  expression  to  Ilelwysse,  "  /  was  bid  to  bid 
you  say,'*  ete.  And  though  Coke  had  noted  upon  this, 
^^That  must  needs  be  Rochester,  for  none  could  bid  or 
cominaud  her  but  he,"  I  doubt  whether  he  could  have 
given  a  good  reason  why  it  might  not  have  been  her 
uuole  Northampton.  (Z)  That  the  Countess  had  re- 
ceive<l  a  letter  from  him  in  which  he  said  *'  he  wondi'red 
things  were  not  yet  de»[jatched,'*  whereupon  she  imme- 
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diatoly  seut  for  Weston.  But  this  fact  rests  entirely 
upon  tlie  evidence  of  Fiunklln ;  who  csDuld  only  Miy  that 
'■*■  she  told  him  the  letter  waa  simt  from  my  Lurd,"  and 
that  "he  thought"  it  was  about  O verba ry :  evidence 
wbicb,  even  if  given  by  a  !eAs  exrcptionable  witness,  was 
too  loose  and  conjectural  to  support  any  safe  conclusion. 

14.  The  laat  part,  which  wiu  assigned  to  Serjeant 
Crew,  was  more  to  the  purpose.  When  the  King  told 
Somerset  not  long  after  he  was  first  called  in  quedtiont 
that  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  business  ha  lutd 
*^evei>  and  at  all  times  behaved  himself  quite  contrary  to 
the  form  that  men  that  wish  the  trial  of  the  verity  ever 
did  in  suob  a  ease,*'  he  woa  speaking  of  his  buliuvior 
towards  bimaelf  and  the  CommiBsioners.  If  he  h:ul 
known  what  elae  he  )iad  been  doing  elsewhere,  he  would 
not  bavB  seen  any  reason  for  withdrawing  the  cltarge. 
It  may  be  posAible  to  exphiin  Somerset's  proceedings 
when  he  first  heard  of  Weston's  arrest  without  supposing 
him  to  have  been  an  acoessory  before  the  fiict ;  but  it 
must  b«i  said  that  tliey  were  exactly  hucIi  as  u  man  who 
knew  that  there  was  evideiici^  in  evistence  to  convict  him 
would  naturally  have  resorted  to. 

The  proofs  on  this  {>oint  were  giitherod  int4)  throe 
heu(is:  1.  Practicing  to  suppress  testimony.  2.  Destroy- 
ing or  mifidating  letters.  '6,  Endeavoring  to  obtain  a 
general  ]>urdon. 

The  twidtnice  on  the  first  betid  was  not  worth  much. 
It  was  Franklin's  account  of  his  interview  with  the  Couiv 
tees  at  the  C(H:kpiu  which  I  have  ulreudy  mentioned  as 
the  evidence  on  which  Coke  very  strangely  relied  fur 
proof  thut  Somerset  was  an  accessory  to  the  murder  be- 
fore the  fact;'  und  though  nsctl  by  Serjeant  Crew  for 
the  more  modest  purpo&u  of  proving  that  he  **  practiced  *' 
(i^fttr  the  fact)  *^  to  suppress  testimony,"  it  could  not 
bring  even  that  home  to  him,  beeiiuKe  no  one  but  the 


114 


KVIOENCE  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  CIIAUOK.      IBuok  V. 


CounttiBfi  could  tell  what  part  he  took.  The  sum  of  it 
is  thai  she  sent  for  FruTiklin  ;  tol<l  him  that  Weston  had 
haen  Uiken  and  it  was  likely  he  would  be  so  shurtly  ; 
swore  him  to  secrecy;  and  ufter  consulting  the  Esirl,  who 
TTJis  in  fin  inner  room,  *N'amo  again  and  told  liim  tliat  the 
Lords,  if  tbey  examined  him.  would  put  him  in  hupc  of 
a  pardon  upon  coDfession  ;  hut,  said  shus  bulievo  them 
not;  for  wlien  they  have  got  out  of  you  what  they  winild, 
we  shall  all  be  hanged."  It  was  something,  however,  to 
know  that  Somerset  was  in  consultation  with  her  on  that 
occasion  ;  aud  to  prove  this,  an  examination  of  tlie  Coun- 
tess was  produced,  in  which,  according  to  thid  i-oportcr 
(who  means  to  quotti  the  words),  "she  confessed  alt  that 
Frankliu  said  concerning  her  disootirse  with  him,  and 
that  my  Lord  was  witii  lior  that  night  in  tlie  Cockpit:  " 
a  oiroumstAnoe,  it  must  be  admitted,  whicli  makes  it  seem 
Uhrfj/  that  be  was  there  to  aissist  her  in  shutting  Frank- 
lin's mouth. 

The  evidence  on  the  second  head  touches  hlni  nearer. 

Laurence  Davis,  Overbury's  servant,  had  abked,  after 
his  miuitev*s  death,  to  be  taken  into  Somci*!iel's  servii^e, 
but  was  not.  listened  to  or  befriended  in  any  way,  until 
"not  long  before  the  progrt-HS  last  ttmnmer*'  (which  was 
Uie  time  when  the  inquiry  was  lirst  raised),  \ik'  sent  to 
him  for  "all  such  letters,  copies  of  letters,  and  other 
wiitings,  :is  had  p:ifl8ed  between  hiniHtilf  and  Overbury :  " 
upon  which  Davis  sent  him  "  all  the  letters  that  In-  tlu-n 
had,  to  the  uumbt'r  of  thirty  or  thereabouts/' 

**  Afterwards,  two  or  three  days  before  the  I'^nrl  was 
committed,  he  sent  for  this  Davis,  and  gave  him  JESO,  as 
he  told  him,  at  the  request  of  his  servant  Rtiwiins.  ^  And 
true  it  is,'  quoth  the  Karl  to  Davis,  *I  have  heretofore 
been  moved  to  i-etaiu  thee,  but  out  ttf  Bight  out  of  mind, 
and  so  I  forgot  thee:  but  now  I  will  remember  thee. 
Hiist  tlinii  any  ninre  wntiiipi  "i* '  T>avis  atiswi-red,  *  thily 
two  or  three  in  tlie  country.'  Wliich  luy  Lurd  will.d 
him  to  bring  him  out  of  hand.'* 
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Tlii»  again  was  suspioioixa ;  but  it  might  bo  only  with 
A  view  to  i-ecover  n  moiv  pcrfi-ot  re<»rill(*<ftt(>ti  of  wU;il  hini 
pnased,  nnd  be  prepm'od  to  answer.  The  next  step  was 
ill  tile  same  direction,  but  more  despHnite.  It  wsis  iluit 
which  I  Imvii  iilrciKly  mentioned  as  the  immediate  occa- 
eion  fur  placing  Somersot  in  reatniinl.  He  hud  sent  u 
pursnivant  nnd  u  loeksmith  with  a  warrant  to  break  into 
a  lionae  and  search  for  a  trunk  with  uriliiigs  in  it  relat- 
ing to  one  Mrs.  Uynde;  which  they  found  in  the  cellar 
and  opejied :  "  and  looking  over  some  pajwra,  the  pur- 
suivant, espying  the  mimes  of  Mrs.  Turner,  Oveilmry, 
and  divei-s  othera  in  tliem,  shut  the  trunk  presently  and 
said  ho  wonld  carry  them  to  the  Karl  himself,  which  he 
performed  accordingly- 

Tliia  could  hardly  l>e  the  proceeiling  of  a  man  who 
stood  quite  clear ;  but  an  innoanit  huaband  might  do  as 
much  for  the  protection  of  a  guilty  wif« :  and  it  may 
have  Wmjd  of  great  importjince  to  the  safety  of  the  Coun- 
tcB8  that  she  should  get  into  her  hands  all  papi*.rii  belong- 
ing to  Mrs.  Turner.  Hut  the  next  pn-cerding  inuMt  have 
been  on  his  own  account,  and  is  exii-emely  tJitlicult  to 
explain  upon  any  theoi-y  which  ftupposea  hiui  innocent. 
Unfortunately  our  n-poiters  do  not  go  ho  well  together  at 
Ujis  part.  The  trial  had  now  been  going  on  for  seven  or 
«ght  houra,  thw  weather  was  very  hot^  and  they  were 
prohaUy  hoth  getting  tired.  Sometimes  one  and  some- 
times the  other  tells  the  btory  most  intelligibly  ;  and 
eometimos  the  variation  is  so  wide  that  J  think  they  mnut 
have  been  reporting  difTerent  pa*si»geH,  —  ctich  haviug 
missed  one»  but  not  the  siime.  In  these  circunistanees  I 
think  it  may  geneiidty  be  ai^aumed  that  the  fuller  and 
more  intelligible  report  is  probably  the  more  correct. 
And  here  we  gi-^t  it  from  the  manustript  sent  by  Sher- 
burti  to  Carletoti,  and  now  among  the  State  Pa|>ers.    Tho 

'■'i  to  me  so  important  that  I  give  the  whole 

1  igment. 
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"  4.  Tho  examination  of  Sir  Koberl  Cotton  w  read,  Lakeit 
tbe  2d  of  December,  whereby  appeared  how  thu  Karl  of  Somer* 
eel  got  iuto  bis  hands  his  owo  letters  writtcu  lo  NortliamptOD ; 
fur  SO  Sir  Koljert  Cotloo  then  confeased  thut  afler  the  deiilh 
of  Nortliatnpton,  being  adniiiied  to  peruflu  and  oversfie  all  llu> 
writiiifp.  Looks,  and  pap<TB  Iii  ilie  Karl  of  Nfjrihaiiiptoii's  Btiid^', 
he  amongst  other  papers  hud  collected  thirty  soveral  letters  of 
the  Earl  of  Somerset  to  Nortitampioii,  which  he  upon  request 
delivered  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,  who  sent  thera  lo  Somerset, 
who  fmmed  t/iem  ttomf.  hco  or  three  dayt  h<fore  he  was  coirtmitttd. 

"5.  The  examination  of  the  Earl  of  Somerset  was  produced, 
wherein  he  confessed  the  delivery  of  dircra  letters  and  other 
things  in  a  cabinet  to  Sir  Robert  C*ollon  (this  waH  the  nibinet 
before  raemioned).  ami  that  Sir  llobert  Cotton  told  him  th^ 
tuujfu  he  no  dated  as  might  clear  the  prisoner  if  he  were  ealUd  in 
ifueilion  about  them  ;  and  ho  furthex  confessed  that  he  did  cut  off 
some  partA  of  them,  aud  put  out  some  wottl^  eic  And  all  this 
was  confirmed  by  tlie  confession  of  Sir  Uol>ert  Cotton  himself; 
and  indeed  tr/trn  tJu  foresaid  letters  teere  shown,  idl  the  date&  of 
them  were  written  in  Sir  Kobert  Cottou's  hand ;  for  the  Earl  of 
Somerset,  Northamptou,  and  Overbury  did  never  nse  to  date 
any  letters  which  passed  between  them.  Amongst  these  letters 
thus  autedated  aud  wangled  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  one  letter 
e«pocially  was  noted  concerning  the  white  powder  whidi  my 
Lord  of  Somerset  sent  onto  Overhuiy,  wherein  Overbury  writ 
to  Somerset  that  the  powder  had  wrought  well  with  him,  etc., 
but  tliat  he  meant  to  take  no  more ;  which  Utter  ictu  so  dated  at 
it  might  teem  to  have  heen  the  powdvr  which  he  had  received  from 
Sir  /Robert  KiiWffma.^     But  it  could  not  be  so,  for  the  Earl 

1  There  aiipfjirn  to  bw  iiomit  error  here.  [  think  the  reporter  ni^Aut  lo  mt.  or 
ouglil  (41  ItAvc  Mid,  "tltn  powder  wAuA  the  XTaW  wni  to  tM'trburg  iif  Dafiit." 
l>avii^  liBil  bevn  viii[)loyrd  alKiut  itie  bediming  of  June  to  rarry  a  lrlt4.T  from 
tlte  l^rl  to  lib  iiiKiiter.  lie  was  uo(  permitted  to  ue  him  ovon  In  th«  pre^eDoe 
at  bii  keepori  *o  he  tlrlivcrcd  tbe  letter  to  WesUin,  and  m  b«  iltlivrrrd  il  ha 
MW  a  Uule  (KLpcr  uf  wlutc  powder  (all  out  ;  which  was  pat  In  a4;ain.  Weflon 
eunfuBod  Uiat  a  powder  which  he  iidmimttcrcd  nn  the  3<l  of  June  ma<le  Ovcr- 
bui7  "  vory  tick  willi  extreme  voniititigs  and  pur^piii;^,"  am)  thai  it  wa*  poiMn.J 
(Auios,  p.  lU.J  Aj;imi*t  thia  S'lmnnxt  allc};vtl  thai  be  had  rvccjred  Ihe  powd 
trotn  Sir  K'tlieri  Killif:rrw  ;  that  it  waji  meant  lu  act  mcrrly  ta  a  vomit  :  and 
dial  il  had  w  avied,  iberv  wns  Ovfrbur>-'9  owu  letter  lu  wiliiuM.  The  qneatinn 
was  wbeUier  lh«  teller  related  lo  Uiat  pcwder  i>r  uriulber.  aiid  all  de|iL'nii«0  ayntn 
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received  but  thi'eif  powderit  frotn  Sir  Robert  Killij;rew,  the  firat 
whereof  ho  told  him  he  lost,  tku  second  the  K»rl  took  himself^ 
tho  thinl,  H»  it  at'ouitilh,  ha  scut  lu  Ovurbur^-  by  KawUiiSf  which 
gnvfo  him  but  one  vomit  Rnd  throe  stools ;  but  there  was  &  fourth 
vrhlfh  was  sent  by  Davis,  and  fell  out  of  the  leuer  into  his 
pocket,  whicli  Fraiikliu  confesAed  was  a  Tiolent  poifion  and  so 
it  eeemed  by  the  operation  of  it  aa  before  appears.** 

The  otlier  report,  which  keeps  op  tries  to  keep  closer 
to  tlic  letter,  siippliea  a  fact  of  importance  on  this  point — 
the  time  at  which  the  dates  were  added. 

Sit  Ji.  CftUon  examined.  —  Saith  ray  Lord  delivered  unto 
bia  bands  mnny  of  Sir  T.  Overhury's  letters ;  and  that  he  cut 
and  dated  them  by  my  Xx>rd'e  direction ;  and  that  he  put  !a 
dute«  (he  next  day  to  some  of  the  letters,  ajier  Weiton*$  ar- 
roitpimertt.'* 

When  Wwton'a  etory  waa  kflown,  it  was  easy  t»  select 
A  dutu  f>ir  the  letter  which  was  iticonsiHtont  with  it. 

The  geiierul  purdon,  which  was  the  tliird  head,  was  a 
precaution  which  had  bet^n  attenipte<l  u  little  earlier, 
though  uot  quite  early  eiioiigli.  SomertiCt  hud  indcjod  in 
the  previous  July  obtAined  the  King's  signature  to  a  gen- 
eral pardon  ;  but  it  Iiad  been  stopped  at  the  seal,  as  being 
gLMu^nd  beyond  all  precedent;  insomuch  that  tlie  Lord 
Chancellor  potiitively  refused  to  paaa  it,  though  com- 
manded to  do  so  by  the  King,'  uideaa  ho  might  have  a 
pardon  himself  for  doing  it :  and  tliere  it  stuck.  Tbia 
WHS  before  any  suspicion  had  fallen  upon  him  with  re- 
gard to  Ovorbury.  But  there  wiu  no  time  to  be  lost. 
And  "a  little  before  Miphaelmns"  (which  was  just  the 
time  when  Coke  entered  on  the  investigation )  Sir  Robert 
Cotton  **  at  my  Lord  Somerset's  entreaty ""  got  bim  n 
draft  of  the  largest  punlou,  and  the  precetlent  was  one 

IIm  dat«>  Now  thv  <Ui»  «r«i  foimil  ua  tjuuiInattiM]  bo  liaw  Im-n  (Kit  In  Ny  Sir 
B.  Calton.  mtt'i  •»  fho  Wirt.'r  wd»  in«da  U)  »e«iii  lo  rtUl«  to  tli«  powder  which  wu 
■mt  \»y  lUvl*  ttiid  riMil-l  nul  Anw  6itn  odh  of  thoM  ftUfipUcd  hy  Sir  K-  Killljn^w. 
1  Tliia  wu  *>u  tbe  3<)lh  of  Au(£U«l,  1^15,  ttnd  rIkimti  vrhhl  d  mUUk*  U  b  la 
wippow)  llui  (liv  Kitij(  liadiiitn  lott  bis  lore  for  Soiiicr>t>t. 
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that  King  Henry  VIIT.  gmnted  to  Cardinal  Wolsey ; 
and  told  him,  "^  if  \m  draired  sach  a  one,  the  "best  way 
was  to  foUuw  precftdpiits. 

'^  Uut  upou  thifi"  (nays  the  otlier  rtport)  "  Sir  linudull  Crew 
ob«erv(.*<l  that  in  those  purdon»  whicli  thoy  look  for  pattenia 
the  coulee  wus  to  tueuttuu  the  gTtiuk*»L  olVetiscft  as  coiiloropt, 
Utispas^,  etc.  (sic)  1)ut  iu  this  paMou  they  began  %\ith  the  lenst. 
Olid  iniDgleil  the  grunl  criiia's  as  if  tlioy  would  ehufflc  th«iii  in 
uiidiscerned,  contrary  to  all  [)allenit>  of  pardons  heretofore  in 
wimt  kind  soever.  And  here  Sir  lUiidalt  Crew  desired  one 
pnrticalar  to  be  reg:»rde«J.  that  tliis  very  fact  (acofssary  befurc 
the  fact  uuto  poisoning)  was  one  of  tbu  braiichus  of  hU  pai*- 
don." 

A  petition,  or  ^^  declaration  ^'  as  it  is  called,  sent  by 
Sonui*flnt  to  the  King  in  the  beginning  of  February  — 
the  sitmo  of  which  ('oku  utid  ut  the  time  that  good  use 
might  be  made  of  somu  puasages  in  it,  **  for  he  conld  nut 
come  neon-r  to  an  express  eoiifessinn  "  —  was  then  read, 
and  with  the  fuUowitig  remarks  on  it  from  Biioon  the  case 
for  the  pmseeution  closed. 

"3/r.  Attorneif,  —  You  see,  my  Lords,  in  this  declara- 
tion of  my  liord  Soniereet  there  is  a  brink  of  confession ; 
1  would  to  God  it  liad  a  bottom.  He  urges  that  in  re- 
spect lie  hath  formerly  been  so  great  in  the  King's  favor 
and  had  never  coniniitLotl  any  ti'eason,  neither  against 
his  person  nor  state,  that  he  should  nevBr  have  been 
called  to  an  account  for  this  fault,  though  he  had  U'en 
guilty  ;  that  grace  timely  given  is  a  l»enefit ;  and  that 
it  is  not  only  enough  to  give  life,  but  to  save  ivputattitn. 
Uut  if  he  must  be  urged,  then  ho  desires  hie  wife  might 
be  pardoned,  having  confessed  the  fact ;  and  that  if  lio 
must  be  put  upon  the  hazard  of  a  trial,  the  King  will 
before  give  him  leave  to  dispose  of  his  lands  and  giHtils 
to  the  aae  of  his  wife  imd  child  :  and  that  iu  the  me:ut- 
tirae  he  will  give  my  i#ord  Hay  uud  Sir  R.  Carr  leave  to 
oome  to  him. 
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**  ^r.  Serjeant  Crew.     TliU  declaration  is  an  impUcji- 
tive  confession. 

*'Mr,  Attvrnc^^,   I  Ibink  there  is  none  hero  butwondew, 
seeing  that  all   pi)if»ons  bo  workd  of  <larkni'^8,  how  tliis 
bonld  so  clearly  appear.     But  it  »oems  bin  greatness  in 
Dftuuc  caLuaed  this  ^rossncsa  in  oGTuiiding.** 

Throughout  the  proceedings  the  Earl  htid  been  treated 
with  as  much  respect  and  tenditrmrHS  as  a  prisoner  in  sini- 
ihir  ctute  would  receive  at  the  preaont  day.  Though  he 
was  not  permitted  to  interrupt  tlie  Counsel,  he  had  had 
]xm  and  ink  ulUivved  hiw  (at  Bucon's  request,  according 
to  Gondomar)  to  take  notes,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  tho 
evening  he  wjw  culteil  on  for  his  anftwor,  with  assuraneo 
that  ho  should  not  be  hurried.  Of  the  value  uf  his  do- 
frnst^  we  are  luirdly  in  a  condition  to  judge.  Tho  reports 
dilTiT  very  widely  here,  and  the  reason  nf  the  diCferonco 
is  tliHt  one  of  the  re|Htrter3  (probably  a  not  very  skiUtul 
Hhort-hand  writer,  and  by  this  time  very  wi-ary)  ^vas  try- 
iug  Ut  follow  tlui  words  as  well  as  he  could  ;  the  other,  a 
murL*  inteUi}j;eut  man,  set  down  tho  substaneo  froui  mem- 
ory afterwards,  with  the  help  of  notes  taken  at  the  time. 
The  fti-st,  wliii-h  Li  the  re|HiTt  printed  in  the  "  Stjite  Triids,'* 
is  evidently  meagre  and  intwrnplet*;,  but  probably  filluws 
the  EiirPs  own  okUu'  (for  it  gives  the  dialogue),  whielj  is 
de3iiltor\  and  inr-ffective.  The  other  gives  the  Kubstaneo 
of  the  tiefensi*  upon  tlie  sevei-al  heads  successively,  and 
very  likely  presents  it  to  greater  advantage  than  the  orjg- 
inid  delivery.  The  rt-portt-r  savM  that  he  made  his  an- 
KWi'r  "  very  confusedly,  iitftiHting  most  upon  those  partic- 
ulai-a  which  were  least  niutorial/*  And  yot  the  inuin 
pint  !ind  inti'Ution  of  tl»e  deH^nse  npjH-ars  to  havy  bccu 
bold  and  judieittUH,  It  w^vs  to  acknowledge  that  lie  had 
qnurreloii  with  Ovcrbiiry,  and  that  he  had  "plotted  with 
"^^  pton  how  to  iniprison  him  and  in  prison  to  keep 

'  debarred  from  tlie  a(!cesa  of  friends;"  but  tJ> 
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assert  that  his  oiijout  was  oiUy  to  piHsvent  him  from  cross- 
ing his  marriage,  and  tliut  of  any  ottier  purf>ose  he  waa 
innocent  and  ignorant.  This  t^evveii  :ls  u  parry  to  tho 
wholtt  uf  thi!  two  first  heads  of  tlitj  charge  :  every  one  of 
the  altcgations  and  iiiferoncos  couttiined  in  which  might 
bti  adiiutti.*d,  without  admitting  Uiat  he  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  murder.  The  breach  and  maUce ;  the  high 
nature  of  the  aecrets  which  had  been  communicated  ;  the 
underhand  contrivances  to  gut  Overbury  into  prison,  and 
to  keep  him  there,  and  to  prevent  him  from  seeing  his 
frionda;  tlic  displacing  of  the  Lieutenant  and  the  under- 
keeper  to  make  room  for  others  whom  he  could  trust  to 
follow  hia  directions;  even  the  thiret  for  news  of  the 
progress  of  his  sickness,  and  the  mysterious  letters  from 
Northampton,  became  jiart  of  Somerset's  own  story : 
and  yet  the  story  was  that  he  meant  nothing  worse  tlian 
to  prevent  Overbury  from  using  his  tongue  or  pen  to  hin- 
der the  divorce,  which  was  a  necessary  condition  of  tho 
marriage.  There  are  two  points,  however,  which  it  fails 
to  meet.  The  negotiation  with  Sir  Davie  Wood  for  the 
purpose  of  contriving  that  Overbury  should  be  killed  in 
n  prii'ate  quarrel  does  not  fit  into  the  st^ry,  and  yet  is 
neither  explained  nor  disavowed  :  and  Bacon's  question 
why.  if  he  only  wanted  to  prevent  Overbury  from  dis- 
turbing the  match,  he  did  not  **  Buffer  him  to  be  employed 
beyond  the  seas?  —  Alas,  Overbury  had  no  such  long 
hand  as  to  reach  from  the  other  side  of  the  sea  to  Eng- 
land, to  forbid  yoor  banns  or  orosa  your  love**  —  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  answered  at  all.  With  regard  also 
to  Northampton's  letters,  which  I  have  mentioned  aa 
leaving  no  room  for  doubt  that  a  game  of  double-dealing 
in  some  kind  was  going  on  at  Overbury's  expense,  Som- 
erset's answer  cannot  in  either  version  of  it  (for  the  ver^ 
sious  differ  materially)  be  accounted  satisfactory.  Ac- 
cording to  one,  he  professed  not  to  know  what  Northamp- 
ton meant ;  according  to  the  other,  he  expressed  a  wish 
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*'  tliat  luH  luiswtira  to  tliose  letters  were  now  to  be  seen  ;  '* 

BAwera  whi(.']i  hu  li:id  hiuiBelf  ileati*uyed. 
To  the  diri'ct  I'videncc  of  bU  tfiraplioity  in  the  poison- 
iDg',  he  to<:ik  the  obvious  obj(;clions.  T:irt.s  Imd  been  sent 
to  Overbiirv,  —  some  wholesoints  some  poiaoued.  He  bad 
bimsoU  sent  UirU.  How  did  it  appetir  thiit  tbt>y  were 
not  tlio  whuleHoine  ones?  Powdera  had  been  aeut,  and 
it  waa  aaid  tluit  one  powder  |wjisoned  him.  It  might  be 
so :  but  thu  puwder  which  kn  sent  was  obUiincd  from  Sir 
RiiUirt  Killigt-ew,  wua  meant  to  produce  a  slight  siukjiess, 

biid  hiul  the  eiT«ct  intended,  as  appeareil  by  Overbury's 
^nru  ruport.  For  tho  li.'ttvr  which  Fnioklin  declared  the 
Countess  liad  shown  hiro,  he  admitted  that  it  would  con- 
vict hini  if  it  ouuld  be  producod,  but  tienied  that  ho  had 
Uvei'  written  such  a  letter;  and  objected,  not  unreaaoo- 
}ly,  to  be  convicted  upon  '^  tbe  memorative  i%Utiou  of 
such  a  vilUiin  as  Fninklin."  He  rt^pputcd  hia  denial  that 
U<^  liad  hud  personal  couiiuuuiontionA  with  him  or  with 
Weatou  ;  observing  that  though  thoy  may  have  come 
with  messages  to  his  bouse,  it  did  not  follrtw  that  he  hiui 
seen  tbem.  Tbe  warrant  to  break  opou  Weston's  bouse 
Mid  setu-cb  for  papers  waa  granted,  he  said^  at  tbe  roqueat 
hii  wife,  who  '*  desired  it  for  Mrs.  Turner's  sake'*  — 

rliicb  was  very  likely  not  only  the  truth,  but  the  whole 
truth. 

So  far,  his  answer  to  the  charges  wivs  plausible,  and 
(except  in  the  two  points  wliich  I  have  noticed),  might 
seem  to  otTer  a  rejisonable  explanation  of  all  the  facts  ad- 
duced; whieb  were  all  that  be  had  expected  to  b<^  brought 
against  him.  What  he  bad  not  anticipated,  and  was  not 
at  all  prepared  for,  was  the  discovery  of  his  attempts  to 
get  rid  of  evidence  which  might  incriniinate  him,  and  to 
forge  evidence  which  might  be  alleged  in  exculpation, 
lliere  waa  no  way  of  reconciling  this  with  the  rest  of  his 
story  ;  and  bdng  urged  with  it  unexpectedly,  he  had  no 
uuswer  ready.     He  denied  nutbing, —  uttither  the  recov- 
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cry  of  the  letters  from  Davis,  nor  the  burning,  uor  the 
clipping,  nor  the  dnttug.  '*  Now  for  thu  niite-dates,"  he 
Bai<l,  "  wliicb  are  used  iia  u  ciroinuatftnce  against  me,  Sir 
R.  Cottnn  moved  mc  to  it,  suyiiig  tliut  titc  (hit&s  nught 
prove  useful  to  me  nt  this  time/*  80  his  words  are  re- 
ported in  the  *'  Stat**  Trijds."  According  to  the  other 
report,  *M.he  dating  of  the  lettvi-a  lie  did  not  deny,  but 
said  Sip  Hobert  Cotton  did  pei-sundo  biin  so  to  do,  telling 
him  thiU  tliey  might  be  so  dat-cd  as  might  clejir  him  of 
all  iniputatiun.**  So  again  with  regard  to  the  burning 
and  cHpplng :  "  I  confess  Sir  Robert  Cotton  delivered  me 
back  tlioRc  h'tttn-a  I  liad  sent  my  Lord  of  Northampton, 
and  that  I  buiii-'d  them,  and  tliat  some  parts  were  cut 
off  as  impi'rtineuL** 

His  attiMupt  to  arm  himself  beforehand  with  a  pardon 
large  enough  to  miw  him  hHrmtuss  in  ciise  he  were  ques- 
tioned, w:is  not  80  fatal  a  fact  as  the  fi^rgery.  He  cuuhl 
assign  a  motivf  for  it  which  had  no  rrferenco  t<i  his 
present  case.  .Sir  Robert  Cotton  (he  Biiiil)  advised  him, 
seeing  tliat  he  had  received  aoine  disgrace  in  tht;  itpiiiion 
of  the  worhl  through  the  failure  of  the  last  pardon,  to  re- 
cover his  honor  by  getting  one  drawn  after  the  largest 
precwlent:  so  he  "bade  him  soarch  for  the  largest," 
"And  fop  any  general  words,  the  Uwyers  put  them  in 
wiliiout  Ills  privity." 

At  another  time  this  explanation  might  have  passed. 
At  any  time  and  in  any  circitmstanocs  Sir  R.  Cotton 
would  have  recoininendetl  him  to  follow  pivcedent»,  and 
wotdd  have  been  rciwly  to  ]>roduce  them;  and  it  is  con- 
ceivable that  ho  might,  nndi'r  certain  rnnditiona,  have  ad- 
visi^l  him  to  outface  Court  enemies  witli  some  such  Court 
triumph  aa  this*  But  that  if  Cotton  did  not  believe  him 
to  be  guilt}'  he  would  ever  have  advised  him  to  resort  to 
fortjery  for  evidence  of  iunocence,  the  Peers  must  have 
found  it  very  hard  to  believe.  And  that  the  destraction, 
mutilation,  and  misdating  of  the  letters,  and  the  procure- 
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lent  of  a  very  unusiml  kind  of  protection,  should  come 
nil  logetlier,  just  at  the  i'lvat*  when  ho  knew  he  was  to  be 
imUiJ  ill  qiifslion  for  th«  immlcr  uf  tlio  man  to  whows  nf- 
fuir»  Uio  IrlU-ra  related^  und  ihf  hitttory  of  whose  di-ath 
dependi'd  very  inuvli  upon  tlie  (inte&,  must  have  seemed 
a  coiiH'idt'iuv  whi^h  oalh-d  for  trxplanation.  IIk  hiid  not 
a  word  of  vxplanatiun  to  olTor.  'i'hc  HTect  of  his  defense, 
thuugh  it  began  couGduntly  and  iippeiirs  to  have  con- 
t:dac'd  one  or  two  spirited  aud  furcible  paHHiigea,  w:is 
mined  by  tliis  fatal  defi'ct,  and  evidently  made  no  im- 
presaion  upon  the  Cont't  in  his  favor :  su  Httle,  indeed, 
that  Bacon  tUd  not  tliink  it  worth  while  to  make  any 
n^plv.  When  Somerfk't  had  &aid  all  he  eoiild  think  of  — 
lor  he  was  neither  hurried  nor  checked  nor  in  any  way 
interfered  with  —  Ration  rose,  and,  according  to  the  re- 
port in  the  "  State  I'lials,"  nddreaaed  these  few  words  to 
the  Court :  — 

^  It  bath,  ray  Lord,  formerly  at  arraignments  been  a 
cnsttun  aftt»r  the  King's  connsel  and  the  prisoner's  de- 
liense  hath  lw*en  heard,  briefly  to  sum  np  what  hath  been 
uud:  bnt  in  this  w«  have  been  so  formal  in  this  diHtribu- 
tion  that  I  do  not  tliink  it  necessary.  And  therefore  now 
there  is  no  more  to  bi»  done,  Init  I  hut  the  IVers  will  bo 
pleased  to  confer,  and  the  prisonur  to  withdraw  until  the 
censures  bo  past/' 


Somerset,  as  he  withdrew,  addressed  the  Peers  again 
in  a  few  words,  —  which  read  like  the  piironition  of 
the  speech  which  In.-  h;id  intcnth'd  to  make,  but  which 
had  been  npaet  by  (in*  nnexp»>(H{,'d  evidi-nee  which  con- 
fnmtrd  him  —  c<au'hiding  with  a  protestation  that  bt*  was 
"neither  guilty  nor  privy  to  any  wrnng  Unit  Overbury 
MilTf>rfd  in  lliiH  kind."  Then  the  Lurd  Stuward  summed 
ap,  and  the  Peers  (having  first  eonfeni-d  by  thrniRtdviin 
for  the  space  of  an  hour,  during  which  they  sent  *"■"•  •^'»» 
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two  Chief  Jufttices  to  uBsint  them,  returned  mto  Court, 
uud  being  asked  one  by  one,  aU  Answered  Guilty.  Upon 
which  Bhcuii  spoke  again. 

"  My  Lord  High  Steward,  Robert  Earl  of  Somerdet 
batli  been  indicted  and  arraigned,  and  put  hlmaelf  upon 
his  Peera,  w!io  all,  withont  the  differeno>3  of  one  voice, 
have  found  him  Guilty.     I  pray  judgment." 

And  judgment  was  p:ts0ed  acoordingly. 

Somei'set  had  said  notbing  whatever  during  the  whole 
trial  which  in  any  way  relleoted  upon  tbe  King. 

The  judgment  of  the  by-8taudtii*s  ap[>earB  to  have  quite 
concurred  with  that  of  the  PcH*rs.  Ciijunb«»rlaiu  (though 
he  cannot  be  taken  as  speaking  for  lumself,  because  he 
did  not  stay  to  hear  Somerset's  defense)  reports  what  he 
had  found  uo  doubt  to  be  the  general  opinion,  when, 
writing  to  Carleton  un  the  8th  of  June,  he  says  :  — 

**  When  I  wrote  last  I  leil  the  Earl  of  Somerset  pleading  for  his 
lifti ;  but  thai  he  Hiid  for  himself  wus  so  Uttle,  that  he  was  found 
guUty  by  all  his  Peers ;  which  diil  «o  little  appal  him,  that  wheu 
he  waa  asked  whnl  lie  could  a^y  why  aenteuoe  should  not  be 
proDounccd,  he  stood  siill  on  his  ianoceoce,  and  could  hardly  be 
brought  to  refer  himself  to  the  King's  mercy ;  upon  which  terms 
he  stands  still :  and  having  leave  to  write  to  the  King,  hath  only 
required  that  hifl  judgment  of  hanging  should  be  changed  to 
heading;  and  that  his  daughter  might  have  such  of  his  lauds  as 
the  King  doth  not  resume  and  reserve  in  his  own  bauds." 

Sherburn.  also  an  intelligent  witness,  writing  to  Carle- 
ton  on  the  25th  of  May,  gives  a  fuller  report. 

"This  (lay  my  Lu  of  Somerset  came  likewise  to  his  trial.  . . 
His  L-  had  much  Civor  shown  him  by  l>eing  allowed  for  his  beU 
tor  memory  peu  ink  and  paper,  to  take  such  noteti  oji  he  thought 
lieet.  His  answers  were  so  poor  and  idle  as  many  of  the  Lonla 
his  Peers  abook  their  heads  and  blushed  to  hear  snch  slender 
oxcnsos  from  him.  of  whom  much  better  was  expected.  The 
only  thing  worth  nute  in  him  woh  his  constancy  and  undaunted 
carriage  in  all  the  time  of  his  arraignment,  which  as  it  bcgku  so 
did  it  continue  to  the  end.  without  any  change  or  alteration." 
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To  these  may  be  added  the  opinion  of  the  author  of 
Uiu  report  of  the  trial  whicli  Shcrhum  sent  to  Carleton ; 
ho,  thuugli  he  gives  much  tljc  best  and  fullest  and  most 
intod  vorsiou  of  Somerset  s  defuuse  that  exists,  evi- 
deutly  coiiBidered  it  a  failure.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
contemporary  cvidencw  can  bo  produced  which  tella  the 
other  way.  And  it  is  quite  [>oesiblc  tbut  those  who  hcaid 
and  saw  the  trial  had  better  ground  for  their  opinion  tlmn 
■we  know.  It  is  the  peculiar  infelicifcy  of  Somei-set's  case 
(supposing  him  to  have  been  iunoceut),  that  the  only 
idenee  in  his  favor  is  the  absence  of  direct  and  conclu- 
^ve  Hvidence  against  him.  Not  a  single  fact  was  alle-ged 
at  the  trial,  or  has  ever  (so  fivr  us  I  know)  been  alleged 
aioce,  which  is  at  all  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  suppo- 
sition of  his  guilt.  Nolliing  was  proved  or  pretended  In 
tiie  nature  of  an  alilii.  He  wa.s  always  on  the  spot,  al- 
^ya  within  reach,  always  in  close  and  confidential  cor- 
pondeuoe  with  those  who  were  certainly  engaged  in 
tbe  murder.  Nothing  was  brought  forward  which  seemed 
to  fthow  tliat  be  was  acting  towiu'ds  Ovcrbury  in  a  diiter- 
ent  spirit.  AVe  do  not  hear  of  any  personal  visit ;  nor 
of  any  earnest  endeavor  to  ascertain  bis  real  condition, 
with  a  view  tu  help  or  to  pr4*vent  consequences  worse 
than  were  intended  ;  nor  of  any  manifestation  of  surprise 
or  regret  at  the  event ;  nor  uf  any  anxiety  to  understand 
how  it  came  about.  It  is  Uue  there  is  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Craig,  written  by  Somerset.,  informing  him  that  when- 
ever Overbury  ilesii'es  to  see  htni  "  tln^  King  is  pleased 
lie  almll  go,"  and  adding  a  requost  from  liimself  tliat  he 
will  give  him  bin  beat  help,  and  as  much  of  bis  company 
us  Iw  shall  require;  and  there  is  ivnother  letter  from 
Northainptou  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  apparently 
n]>oD  the  same  occasion.  But  this  was  by  the  King's 
order  n|on  tliv  direct  application  of  Ovetbury's  father  to 
the  King  himself;  :uul  itftfr  this,  if  old  Mr,  Overbnry  is 
III  lk(  linllrv.-d,  S.Miiei"8C't  tol'l   him   (hat  pi'titions  to  iho 
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King  ftjr  his  son  s  release  wonlil  hiiuler  it,  and  advised 
liiui  to  lend  no  mope.  Now  if  in  addition  to  this  unfor- 
tunate absence  of  all  direct  evidi?nte  in  hia  favor,  Somer- 
Bet's  nuinner  wlien  confrtintud  with  the  conft^seion  ot"  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  shovrcd  (as  the  report  fieeinst  to  indicate) 
confusion  and  perplexity,  it  is  possibU*  that  tho  Peers  nmy 
have  had  reason  enough  for  thiiir  vordiot,  although  to  ns 
the  evidence  may  not  appear  to  justify  it.  We  hold 
ckoap  the  authority  of  the  rFuJgi-a  and  Juries  of  those 
times,  because  they  pi-oeecdcd  so  much  upou  depositions, 
without  producing  the  witnesses  in  open  Court,  where 
their  behavior  under  cruss-examination  might  hiive  modi- 
fied the  effect  of  their  testimony.  A»k1  it  is  tnio  that 
thev  would  have  been  better  itble  to  juJge  if  they  had  in- 
sisted more  uprin  vivd  votje  evidence.  But  wo  forgot  tliat 
in  this  virry  ri*s|K*ct  we  are  ourselves  in  a  woree  position 
to  judge  than  they  were.  They  had  at  any  rat4.^  the  ad- 
vantage of  seeing  the  prisoner  and  the  eounsel,  an<l 
could  iLsk  questions  of  them.  In  many  cases,  and  nota- 
bly in  this  of  which  we  are  speaking,  they  saw  sovond 
of  the  witnesses.  We  on  the  contrary  have  nothhtt/  but 
depositions  to  go  upon,  and  oati  ask  questions  of  nol»ody. 
Wft  may  assume,  if  we  will,  that  we  are  wiser  and  juster 
and  more  virtuous, — ourselves  being  the  jitilges»  of  cnurso 
we  are,  —  but  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  assume  that  we 
kuow  Bfl  mnch  about  the  (joses.  And  thewfore,  though 
we  may  justly  hesitate  to  accept  tht'ir  conclusions  i\»  oou- 
clusivc,  we  ought,  I  think,  to  rest  in  skepticism,  and  nob 
insist  upon  the  substitution  of  oar  own. 

And  here  1  should  have  been  content  for  my  own 
part  to  leave  this  case»  as  requiring  no  further  exphma- 
tion.  That  Overbury  was  nmrdenrf]  in  the  mimner 
described,  and  that  the  Countess  was  the  chief  procuress, 
there  is  no  doubt  at  all.  That  Somerset  and  Xorthantp- 
ton*  were  iddiug  and  abetting,  there  is  nmch  reason  to 

1  I  iorliide  Kort)um|)tc>n,  lfccau»e  tliiw  who  Mcept  SoinsfHt's  ttory  M  Iroe 
wtU  fin>l  it  iltiriciill  lu  Tftn^v  him  l)i«  iMncfU  of  it. 
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susjH>ct^  though  to  us  no  absolute  proof.  Tfant  tfat;  din* 
oovery  of  nil  this  wna  brtmght  aUmt  by  a  rumor,  which 
le<3  to  inquiry,  and  wiw  followed  up  with  a  liiudnble 
deterzntnitlion,  springing  from  ii  mtturnl  intolenmeo  of 
mui-der,  Ut  get  to  ihe  bottom  of  it  if  passiblo,  — is  n  sup- 
jKisition  which  involves  tio  difficulty,  itnd  leaves  nothing 
uimccoutitt'd  for.  M'hat  reason  ia  tbcro  for  supposing 
that  there  wa^  anything  behind?  My  own  rtn&wer  is 
that  there  is  no  reason  at  all.  I  do  nt»t  inyst^lf  beli«vo 
that  tlicro  wn^  anything  behind.  But  it  ia  tru»  that 
there  w:i9  at  tho  time  a  gi^ncral  pxpi^ctation  of  further 
di9ci)Vfrics,  and  tlu-rt!  hua  been  a  prevalent  belief  sinoo 
that  some  guilty  secret  was  then  hushed  up.  What  it  was 
the  inp'huitv  "f  liistorianH  ii:is  exhaiu^lod  it»olf  in  vain 
endeaviu'3  to  conjecture,  Uut  tliu  existence  of  such  a  be- 
lief is  a  fuel  which  requires  explanation,  and  the  espla- 
niition  I  bi'licve  to  bo  vpry  simple. 

Franklin,  who,  though  a  villain,  seems  to  have  been  a 
man  of  hamor  and  no  fool,  had  discovered,  iu  the  course 
of  thf  examiniUi'tns  Tvhirli  ho  und(*rwent,  the  soft  place 
in  Cuke's  head.  Uefure  hia  trial  he  had  dropped  into  his 
ear  som*!  dark  hint  of  a  great  Popish  poison-plot ;  which 
worUetl  HO  powerfully,  that  that  wonderful  annouuoe- 
ment  from  the  lU'uch,  which  1  have  already  mentioned^ 
of  the  narrow  escape  of  Court,  City,  njid  the  greater 
number  of  particular  houftea  from  the  malici*  of  that 
wicked  crew,  followed  irnm«^diately.  And  when  aft«r  his 
conviction  Or.  Whiting  was  m«nt  to"  press  liis  conscience," 
he  alluwt^d  it  to  he  delivered  of  the  foUowint;  confeasions, 
M  n<ftcd  down  by  C'>kc  hiuKself,  I  presume  from  Dr. 
Whiting's  report. 

2h  We  Nov. 
The  rflntioH  of  Doctor  Whightinge, 

Tho  Doctor  oonfbrring  with   Franklyn,  nad  the  Lord  Tress- 

nrt'T  U'liig  tiiuncd.  hr  %av\  iluit  Ik-  wati  n«  (kr  in  m  Itiin^olf. 

He  laid  funhcr  that  the  Lady  of  Somerftol  wns  iXw  uiout  ira* 
pudenl  woQuin  that  lived,  and  there  was  no  hoe  with  her. 
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He  confessed  that  he  eaid  at  Uie  bar  to  some  ueur  to  liiin. 
that  there  were  groftter  porsoDs  in  this  mittter  than  were  _voc 
known,  and  so  in  truth  then  &aid  ho  choro  are;  and  that  although 
till!  Chief  Justice  bath  found  and  iiift«th  out  a»  much  as  any 
inait  could,  jet  that  he  is  tnuch  awry,  and  hufi  not  como  to  the 
grouud  of  the  huainegs ;  for  more  were  tu  be  poisoned  and 
murdered  than  ore  yet  known,  and  he  marvelleth  that  ihoy 
have  not  been  poisoned  and  murdereil  all  thin  while.  He  said 
further,  thiit  tlie  man  wad  uot  known  that  gave  him  the  clyster, 
and  that  it  wan  that  did  the  deed. 

I  could  liuve  put  the  Chief  Justice  in  the  right  way  the  first 
day  1  came  to  him,  but  now  he  hath  pat  me  in  the  right  way 
to  heaven. 

And  being  artked  whelhor  lie  should  not  have  had  an  hundred 
pounds  to  be  employed  to  llie  Palsgnivo  and  the  Lady  Eliza- 
R*^tfa,  answered  An  hundred  !  Nay  five  hundred.  I  will  not 
ty  how  much. 

He  l^ailll  that  Ihf  ICiirl  of  Somerset  and  the  Counceea  hath  the 
moat  aspiring  minda  that  ever  were  heard  or  read  o£ 

He  saitb  that  the  Karl  of  Somerset  liad  a  great  book  of 
policies  and  how  to  rise,  which  book   Franklyn  had  once. 

And  suith  that  the  Earl  never  loved  the  Prince  nor  the  Lady 
Elizabeth.     1  could  Kay  more,  hut  T  will  not. 

Do  not  you  marvel  wherefore  the  King  useth  an  outlandish 
physician  and  an  outlandish  apothecary  about  him,  and  about 
the  late  prince  decca-se*!?     Therein  saiih  he  lielh  a  long  talo. 

Being  toM  that  the  Qupen  had  been  extraordinarily  sick  and 
pained,  and  her  young  children  taken  away^  said  he,  soft,  I  am 
not  come  to  it  yet. 

I  think  next  the  gunpowder  treoaoo  tliere  was  never  tmch  « 
plot  as  this  is.  I  oould  discover  kni^'htft,  gre«t  meo,  and  others. 
I  am  almost  ashamed  tu  S[)eak  what  I  know. 

He  could  have  confessed  he  had  seen  twenty  lett«r8  from  the 
Lieutenant  to  the  Lady  of  Essex,  whereof  two  he  formerly  con- 
fessed. 

And  Sir  Tliomas  Monnflon  brought  her  wonl  from  the  Licu- 
t«nnnt  how  Sir  I'liomas  Overbury  did,  and  bo  did  one  kniglit 
and  another  knight  more. 

If  I  cannot  prove  these  things  I  ihonld  be  ten  thooaand  times 
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mora  ibe  boo  of  Uio  DorU  than  now  I  nmt  bnt  God  hns  MOt 
inc  now  more  graco  tlian  m  to  do. 

It  was  stud  U>  litm  that  it  mtos  not  pomible  that  m  yoong  a 
lady  a«  the  Lady  Someniet  should  contrive  such  a  plot  with* 
out  Mine  holps.  No,  no,  (said  be)  who  can  tliiiik  oLlierwiBe? 
for  the  Lady  had  no  mooey^  but  the  money  xvaa  hail  iVoiu  the 
old  Ladyt  one  day  iI20(),  and  another  £500,  for  we  wanted  no 
money. 

He  gave  a  glance  of  Sir  William  Moudsod  for  tlie  briaging 
of  an  handred  pound  for  ibu  feeding  of  the  plot. 

He  said  that  there  is  one  liWng  about  the  town  that  is  fit  to 
he  4»I1od  in  question  about  the  pictures  and  the  plot  agunst  the 
Earl  of  Eawx. 

1  can  make  one  discovery  that  should  deserve  my  life. 

Ho  Boid  be  luul  some  knowledge  in  all  aobi  and  villaoies  and 

Bsveries  in  the  world,  but  now  he  had  rocanled  them  and  re- 
pented himself  for  them.     He  thanked  God  for  it. 

1  could  never  find  by  uny  constellation  or  conjaraUon  that  I 
afaould  be  hanged ;  but   therein    the  devil   hath  deceived  me. 

FlKIS. 

U  Coke  had  onntenttvl  himnelf  with  talcing  down  tboac 
offers  of  information  in  order  to  sfti»  whrther  any  light 
ooold  be  got  out  of  them,  and  kept  them  in  the  mean 
time  t/>  himself,  all  would  have  been  well.  But  thoagh 
the  bait  Boems  coarse  and  clumsy,  it  was  so  woll  suited 
to  hia  appetite  that  be  seixed  it  witliont  eitamioing  and 
■wallowed  it  without  pansing.  The  note  of  these  con- 
fessions is  dstedf  we  see,  the  28th  of  November.  On  the 
4th  of  December  hu  made  that  other  annonnoement  from 
the  Bench  (whioh  I  have  also  mentioned)  of  a  discovery 
that  made  "  our  deliverance  as  great  as  any  that  hap- 
paocd  to  the  children  of  Isniel :  "  adding  (it  is  said)  an 
obscure  hint  tlmt  he  knew  something  about  the  death  of 
"  that  fiwoct  I'rincc   Henry," 

It  was  out  of  theae  hints,  as  I  conceive,  that  all  tfao 
rayst«Ty  grew.  Hearing  such  sayings  from  the  oruclo  on 
the  Bendi,  no  wonder  that  the  people,  whose  imagination 
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was  now  all  awaku  and  H^apc  for  hnrrorSf  believed  that 
some  horrible  iniquity  wiia  pi'caenily  to  be  bmaght  to 
light.  No  wonder  that  whi-n  nothing  came  thoy  «up- 
posed  thut  it  had  lor  inyHterions  rtM-sotis  bt'eii  hiislit'd  up; 
that  thcrcnpon  they  employed  thcmselvos  in  dark  con- 
jectures, whii'h  bfgot  a  bruod  of  dark  rumors  ;  mid  that 
when  Coke,  not  many  months  aftt'i-,  was  removed  from 
the  Bench,  they  rememburud  the  hints  which  had  fuUen 
from  him  on  ihia  occasion,  and  I'oncludLHl  that  he  had  for- 
feited the  King's  favor  by  seeing  too  far  into  hiti  seorots. 
A  little  refli'c.tion  might  indeed  have  told  them  tluLt  when 
a  man  like  Coke  beoomes  dangerous  from  knowing  too 
mniOi,  to  difigrooe  him  wltliont  flilenuing  him  is  the  last 
thing  upon  whioh  a  King  who  feared  him  would  venturu. 
But  ])oople  never  trouble  themselves  on  tiiese  occasions  to 
i*oflect.  AH  the  rest  was  natural,  and  (as  things  appea»*ed 
then)  not  unreasonable.  Sonw*  great  iniquity  had  been 
found  out  and  huslie*!  up.  What  ?  why  ?  by  whom  ? 
To  the  last  question  the  answer  was  obviona  :  by  the 
King  ;  for  who  but  the  King  had  power  to  stop  inquiry 
or  forbid  disclosure  ?  And  why  should  the  King  have 
stopped  inquiry  ?  Doubtless  because  he  had  done  some- 
thing which  he  did  not  wish  to  become,  known.  And 
what  w:is  it  then  that  the  King  had  done,  of  which  he 
80  dreaded  the  discovery?  This  opened  a  wide  field  for 
oonjectui*e.  Any  crime  would  do  that  was  bad  enough  ; 
and  as  there  was  no  evidence  to  guide  tlie  gaesser  towaM 
any  one  in  particular,  each  chose  the  one  he  liked  lH>st ; 
preference  being  generally  given  to  that  class  of  crimes 
which  cannot  be  named  ;  because  in  them  evidence  was 
less  to  be  expected.  With  a  general  presumption  like 
this  against  him,  it  would  be  hanl  for  a  man  to  get 
thi'ough  his  life  without  incurring  suspicion  of  something 
in  particular.  And  the  King's  conduct  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  cjiusc  —  straightforward*  open,  and  consist- 
ent oa  it  was —  was  found  to  supply  some  hint^  for  the 
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Btispiciotifl.  In  the  Hrat  plaotts  when  Someniet  rt^turned 
from  Royston  to  I-^ndon  after  the  nppK^intment  of  the 
commission,  the  King  (having  heard  Coke's  opinion  of 
tbo  cridence,  but  not  ai^en  tbo  ovidence  itself)  took  leavd 
of  him  with  his  usnal  demonstrations  of  affection ;  bnt 
observeil,  as  soon  as  he  wna  gone^  that  be  sboald  never 
see  his  face  more,  fn  tlie  second  place*  after  Somerset 
ha'l  been  examined  by  the  Com  mission  ers,  and  they  had 
reported   that   tlie   examinations    and    testimoniea   gave 

aand  in  their  opinion  for  vehement  8Ufl]>icion  that  be 
been  an  necessary  to  the  murder  before  tbo  fact*  the 
King  showed  great  anxiety  to  indnce  him  to  confess  him- 
self guilty,  and  caused  private  eommanications  to  be 
imvln  to  bim  ks  by  authorityf  holding  out  hopes  of  par- 
don if  he  would  do  so.  In  tlie  third  places  when  Somer- 
set declared  to  Sir  George  More  that  the  King  durst  not 
bring  him  to  trial,  and  noemed  to  threaten  that  if  be  did 
he  would  poblicly  "tax  him  "  with  something,  the  King 
did  not  troat  this  threat  with  indifference,  but  took  coun- 
mI  with  his  lawyers  and  judges  as  to  the  means  of  pre- 
venting him  from  pntting  it  in  execution.  In  the  fourth 
place,  on  the  day  of  trial  it  was  observed  at  Court  that 
when  the  news  of  the  verdiot  reached  Greenwich,  the 
King,  wlio  bad  been  restless  and  uno-itsy  before,  recovered 
his  usual  composure.  In  the  Bfth  place,  though  sentence 
of  death  was  reixirtlcd  in  the  nsual  form  against  both  ihm 
Earl  and  the  Countess,  be  spared  their  lives. 

It  will  biirdly  be  oontcnded  that  these  particnlar  facta 
Would  justify  any  serious  snBpicion  of  ixay  serious  crimi- 
nality, were  it  not  for  the  pro-ious  asautnption  that  some- 
thing bad  been  hushed  up,  and  the  fair  inference  that 
there  was  something  to  conceal.  If  that  previous  «a- 
Rumptiou  were  withdrawn,  it  would  be  found  that  there 
is  no  grountl  whatever  for  any  such  suspicion.  And  with- 
drawn, I  think,  il,  must  be,  ubsolutely  and  uncondition- 
ly ;  aa  having  a  distinct,  welt  authenticated,  aud  un- 
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broken  pedigree  from  nothing  at  nil.  The  belief  tbat 
something  bad  been  huabed  up  was  the  legitimate  off- 
spring of  the  belief  tbat  sunietUing  of  a  dreadful  uuture 
liad  been  discovered,  which  Avas  never  revealed.  The 
belief  that  something  of  a  dre4\dful  nature  had  been  die* 
covered  was  tlie  legitiraule  offspring  of  a  public  iutinia- 
tion  to  that  effect  from  the  Chief  Justice  of  Euglaiid. 
The  intimation  from  the  Chief  Justice  was  the  legitimate 
offspring  (though  an  untimely  birtb)  of  his  belief  that 
he  bad  discovered  it.  The  belief  that  ho  had  discovered 
it  was  the  offspring  (legititnate  also,  according  to  bis  own 
doctrino  tbat  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  accuses  himself 
in  his  testimony  is  as  strong  as  if  on  oath)  of  Franklin's 
liberal  budget  of  confessions.  And  Franklin's  budget  of 
confeesiona  was  the  natural  offspring  of  his  disinclination 
to  be  banged  sooner  than  he  could  help.  Unless  therefore 
there  l>e  any  difficulty  in  believing  that  Franklin  was  a 
man  who  would  tell  a  lie  rather  than  be  banged,  there  is 
no  reason  for  supposing  that  the  iniquities  be  hinted  at 
bad  any  existence  except  in  bis  own  brain.  Hy  pretend- 
ing to  be  able  to  disclose  such  things,  be  knew  that  he 
should  at  any  rate  delai/  his  own  execution.  That  his 
statements  were  false,  we  have  what  may  be  regarded  as 
positive  evidence  :  for  there  are  among  our  Stiite  Papers 
several  examinations  taken  down  in  Coke's  own  band,  evi- 
dently suggested  by  Fninklin's  information,  and  aiming 
to  elicit  evidence  in  corroboration  of  it,  which  show  that 
be  had  followed  the  scent  with  his  usual  zeal  and  dili- 
gence and  found  nothing.  A  few  vague  rumors  and  a 
few  old  wives'  stories  were  all  the  return  of  bis  industry. 
This  general  tissumption  being  withdrawn,  the  facta 
which  remain  admit,  in  my  opinion,  of  an  easy  and  sutfi- 
oient  explanation.  The  King  pait*^d  with  Somerset  at 
Royaton  in  bis  ordinary  manner,  because  (making  a  just 
distinction  between  accusation  and  guilt)  he  would  not 
treat  as  guilty  a  man  who  had  not  even  heard  what  he 


lOlA-lO.) 


GROUNOI.KSSNRSS  OK  THK  SUSl'ICION. 


wi&B  accused  of.  He  observed  at  the  aame  time  that  he 
iihould  never  seo  his  face  more,  becniiso  lio  feiircd,  from 
wh»t  Coko  hrtd  said,  that  the  uccusation  would  be  justi- 
liod  by  the  evitlence.  After  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Commiasionera  iijion  ibeir  first  examinations  of  him,  ho 
was  nuxioiis,  for  the  reasons  vrhich  I  have  already  stated 
Htid  iitHMJ  not  repeat,  to  induce  him  to  confess  his  crinii*. 
When  threatened  with  a  cuunter-accusation  against  him- 
8elf«  he  felt  uneasy,  hecause  to  one  in  his  position  such 
an  accusation,  however  groundlt'ss,  would  have  been  at 
U'ast  extremely  inconvenient.  He  refrained  from  carry- 
ing the  sentence  into  execution,  partly  becauae  he  did 
not  feel  certain  that  it  was  just ;  j>iirtly  because  the  utter 
jniin  of  HO  great  a  fortune  was  punishment  sutficient  for 
W  example  and  a  deterrent;  and  partly  (perhaps  chiefly) 
bi'cause  he  could  not  forget  that  the  man  had  been  for 
MO  many  years  his  bos(:)m  friend,  aud  to  order  him  ont  to 
mn  ignominious  death  was  more  than  he  could  bring  liim- 
sslf  to :  H  weakness,  perhaps  ;  but  a  weakness  which,  if 
not  respected,  may  at  leuat  be  excused. 

A  complete  diaoussion  of  his  behavior  to  Somerset  dur- 
ing all  this  buflinesa  would  lead  me  too  far  away  from  my 
pro(>er  subject.  If  any  reader  wishes  for  further  informa- 
tion us  Uj  the  grounds  upon  which  I  dissent  from  many 
coDcluaiona  which  have  been  commonly  accepted,  I  must 
be  content  to  refer  hi ni  to  a  paper  which  I  read  t-o  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  iu  March,  1866,  and  which  will  be 
found  in  the  forty-first  volume  of  the  "  Archieologia."  ' 

This  greiit  ojuise  being  thus  settled,  —  fortunately  set- 
tled, 1  should  say  ;  for  the  carri-.ige  of  it  bred  no  trouble 
to  the  living,  and  the  criticisms  of  posterity  cannot  dia- 
llurb  tlie  dead, —  the  next  cure  wua  to  settle  the  difTor* 
nnc«a  betwc<»n  the  Courts  of  law ;  which  having  only 
been  luijoumod  for  a  few  weeks  were  presently  to  come 

I  "fUview  of  tlu*  KvuldQce  rupeeling  Uia  Cunduri,  uf  King  JutuM  I.  la  Uw 
MM  111  Air  Tlioonw  Ovflrbury,  ia  a  Uuer  Co  G.  KaJgbi  WiUaoti,  Esq." 
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up  again.  The  indictment  of  Pnctnanire  againat  Ui« 
Chancery  had  failed  in  February,  bct^nuse.  the  Gnuid 
Jury  returned  an  ignoramu»  :  but  Coke  had  enconr 
the  pkintiffa  to  try  again,  promifting  them  a  better  Juz 
another  time.  The  argument  of  tlie  Judges  upon  the 
Commeinhim  o:«e  *  liad  bpeii  adjourned  in  llie  begimiiii},' 
of  Muy  till  the  second  Saturday  of  the  next  term,  which 
would  bo  tlte  8th  of  June ;  bo  there  waa  little  time  to 
spare.  But  the  learned  counsel  had  not  been  aaleep  in 
the  interval,  and  everything  was  ready. 

To  strengthen  himself  for  the  encounter,  Bacon  ag 
reminded  Villiers  of  his  suit  to  be  made  a  Priry  Coun- 
cillor ;  which  was  still  under  oonsi deration.  The  result 
will  be  seen  in  the  two  next  letters  ;  which  come  from 
bis  own  coUectioQ. 


A  LETTEK  TO  SIR  Q.  VILLIEBS  TOUCHING  HIS  8WEAR- 
INQ  COUNCILLOR.      30   MAY,   1616. 

Sir,  —  The  time  is  as  I  should  think  now  or  never  for 
his  Majesty  to  6nish  his  good  meaning  towards  me,  if  it 
please  him  to  consider  what  is  past  and  what  is  to  come. 

If  I  would  tender  my  profit  and  oblige  men  unto  mo 
by  my  place  and  practice,  I  could  have  more  profit  than 
I  can  desire,  and  could  oblige  all  the  world  and  oiTend 
none  ;  which  is  a  bravo  condition  for  a  nuin's  private. 
But  my  heart  is  not  on  these  things.  Yet  on  the  other 
side,  I  would  be  sorry  that  worthless  persons  should 
make  a  note  that  I  get  nothing  but  pains,  and  enemies, 
and  a  little  popular  reputation  which  foUoweth  me 
whether  I  will  or  no.  If  anything  be  to  be  done  for 
yourself,  I  should  take  infinite  contentment  that  my 
honor  mought  wait  upon  yours.  But  I  would  l)e  loth  it 
should  wait   upon   any  man's  else.     If   you  would   pot 

>  Ad  tr^ninffnt  which,  «»  tirvolring' qiiMtloo  toachlnff  Uic  I'reroj^&tlTc  nf 
Uw  Crowii,  tli«  KinR  bai]  comnmnded  the  Judges  not  to  priKCcd  with  till  they 
Iwd  ft|Miknn  with  him;  arMl  which  thej  hid  procvvdcd  wiUi  notrrlthntiiinllng. 
ouly  iufurniiu^  him  Ifaat  thrir  oath  forbade  them  to  ober. 
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jTOur  atrengtli  to  thie  buainoM,  I  kdow  it  is  done.  And 
that  dune  many  thiiiga  moro  will  begin.  God  keep  you 
ever.     I  ntst 

Yonr  true  and  devoted  servant. 

Fb.  Bacox. 

so  May,  161 G. 

A  LBTTSSR  TO  SIB  U.  VILLIEBS  UPON  THE  CHOICE  HIB 
U.  GAVE  HIM,  WHETHER  HE  WODI^  BB  SWORN 
COCNCILr>OB.  OR  HAVE  ASStTtANCE  TO  8U0CKED 
THE  CHANCELLOR.      3  JUNR,  1616. 

Sir,  —  The  King  giveth  me  a  noble  choice,  and  you 
are  the  miin  my  heart  ever  told  mo  you  were.  Ambi- 
tion would  draw  nie  to  the  later  part  of  the  choice.  But 
in  re8pec*t  of  my  hcurty  wiahes  that  my  Lord  Chancellor 
may  live  long,  nnd  Lliu  ^luall  hopes  I  have  that  I  ahall 
live  long  myself,  and  ab<n'e  all  because  I  .see  his  Majes- 
ty's service  daily  and  instantly  blecdcth.  towards  which 
I  pcniitutlo  myst'lf,  (vainly  pcrhapti)  but  yet  in  mine 
owu  thoughts  firmly  and  constantly,  that  I  shall  give 
when  I  nm  of  the  tal»le  some  efTecttial  furtherance  (as  a 
|X)or  thread  of  the  labyrinth  whii.'h  huLh  no  otliur  virtue 
but  an  united  continnnncu  without  interruption  or  dis- 
tmotion),  I  tlo  accept  of  the  former,  to  be  councillor  for 
the  present,  and  to  give  over  pleading  at  bar ;  let  the 
other  matter  rest  uptm  my  prtK>f,  and  hia  Majesty's  pleas- 
ure, nnd  the  accidents  of  time.  For  to  speak  plainly  I 
would  be  loth  that  my  Lonl  Chauct«Uor,  to  whom  I  owe 
most  after  the  King  and  yourself,  should  be  locked  to  his 
,  Mooonor,  for  any  advancement  or  gi*&cing  of  me*  So  I 
ever  remain 

Your  tmo  and  most  devoted 

and  obliged  servant,  i  \ 

Fr.  Bacon, 

8  Jiioti,  IfllG. 

It  was  not  till  the  9tb  of   June  tliat  Bacon  took  the 
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oath  of  a  Privy  Cooncillor.  In  tlie  mean  time  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  King  a  memorial  nf  the  course  he  xvislictl 
him  to  take  for  thu  sottluincnb  of  these  qucationa  of  juris- 
diction :  which  was,  to  have  them  both  hiid  formally  be- 
fore the  Council,  —  discussed,  decided,  and  the  deciflion 
solemnly  recorded. 

SubsUintiiilly  these  su^estiona  were  approved  and 
acted  upon.  But  since  it  was  imjKirtiint  to  get  the 
question  concerning  the  Commendiims  settled  before  the 
following  Saturday,  wht-reiia  tlie  indictment  against  the 
Chancery  "Wub  not  likely,  in  face  of  the  proceetllnga 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  Star  Cbamber,^  to  be 
preferred  again  at  pi-esent,  it  was  Cliouglit  best  to  take 
the  Comniendam  case  first  and  di^^vl  with  it  alone  for 
that  time.  Accordingly,  on  Thurstlay,  the  6th  of  June, 
a  Council  was  held  for  this  purpose  at  AVhitehall,  all  the 
Judges  attending;  at  which  Council  the  point  in  dispute 
was  fully  explained  and  discussed,  the  opinion  and  advice 
of  the  Council  formally  taken,  and  the  Judges  (with  an 
important  exception  in  the  {wrsou  of  Coke,  who  ratlii-r 
evaded  the  questiim  than  ivfused  to  concur)  admitted 
tlieir  error  and  agreed  in  future  to  take  the  course  for 
which  the  King  cfuitended. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  sympathize  with  the  rest  of 
posterity,  either  in  its  admiration  of  Cokeys  behavior  on 
this  occasion,  or  in  its  reprobation  of  tliat  of  the  other 
Judges.  Coke*s  famous  reply  ^  has  the  advantiige  of  be- 
ing short,  magniloquent,  and  intelligible,  without  any 
C(3ntext ;  and  therefore  convenieut  for  quotation  ;  and 
being  quoted  withont  reference  to  the  actual  context,  it 
sounds  just  as  well  aa  rnagnaninmus.  Uut  let  any  one 
look  at  it  as  it  stauds  in  the  narrative ;  let  him  consider 
the  question  to  which  it  pretends  to  be  an  answer ;  and 

>  Agalnit  the  movers,  for  contempt :  aome  of  wham  had  flad,  nud  ■omo  wen 
■tandiiiK  out  ttitil  would  uot  AQBWer. 

s  When  iliAt  CA(H>  thouM  be,  he  would  do  ttut  ibould  be  fit  for  a  Jud^c  to 
do. 
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he  will  »ee  thnt  it  ia  in  htet  a  tnero  refusal  to  answer,  — 
and  that  upon  no  reasonable  ground.  The  queation 
aaked  had  nothing  to  dn  with  tht*  state  of  any  particular 
ease,  but  related  to  a  general  rule  of  proceetKug  applica- 
ble to  all  caseH  alike.  In  aii^  case,  when  the  Judges  were 
officially  informal  that  tho  rights  of  the  Crown  were  in- 
Bre8t4?d  in  it  and  that  the  King  desired  to  epeak  with 
them,  was  it  or  wjw  it  not  their  duty  to  stay  proceedings 
tilt  they  li:id  heard  wliat  he  had  to  say  ?  Tho  question 
was  aakfld  then  beciuiae  it  was  important  to  know  before- 
hand how  they  meant  to  act  In  such  oases  thereafter.  If 
Coke  thought  it  was  not  his  duty,  he  ought  to  have  an- 
Bwered  no.  If  upon  better  consideration  he  thought  it 
B,  he  should  have  answered  yes,  and   promised  to  act 

'  iwcordingly.  Rut  upon  what  pretense  could  he  postpone 
his  an^iwer  till  "the  case  should  be"?  Ho  was  not 
asked  to  give  an  opinion  beforehand  upon  the  merits  of 
any  case,  nor  could  a  direct  answer  to  the  question  put 
imply  by  possibility  any  such  opinion.  The  whole  of  the 
I  w>ne«rning  whi^h  his  opinion  was  asked  was  already 
efore  him.  He  had  already,  in  the  very  letter  wbich 
wns  under  consideration,  given  an  opinion  upon  it. 
Whether  that  opinion  was  right  or  wrong,  and  whether 
he  meant  t<t  not  upon  it  another  time,  was  the  present 
question.     What  withheld  him  from  answering? 

I  can  hardly  think  that  any  one  who  has  taken  tho 
trouble  to  read  that  lett»*r  will  find  any  difficulty  in  be- 
lieving that  he  felt  he  had  been  in  the  wrong.  Tho  ex- 
tent of  the  royal  prerogative  was  u  qut'stion  of  law, 
determinable  by  statutes  and  precedents.  Tho  course 
taken  on  this  occasion  by  the  Judges  under  his  influence 
one  of  those  encroachments  upon  the  prerogative  by 

^irhich  it  has  been  gradually  limitud  and  reduced  within 
nan*ower   bounds.     The   change   might   promise   to    be 

I  beneticiid  ;  but  it  was  a  elmngL*.     As  the  law  then  stooil, 

Lthe   preceJouta  wei-e   agidnst  them,  and  tliereforo   they 
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were  in  the  wrotig.  Eleven  of  them  (wlio  had  probably 
formed  no  opinion  of  their  own  upon  the  question,  but 
merely  followed  his)  now  saw  that  they  hud  been  in  the 
wrong,  and  very  propurly  submitted.  (Joke  aUo  felt  tbut 
be  had  been  wi'ong,  but  not  being  able  to  bring  himself 
to  own  it,  —  li  thing  which  be  never  found  eiisy, —  be 
took  -refuge  in  that  m;kgniloquont  evasion  :  the  whole 
proceeding  from  first  to  bi3t  Ixiiug  very  uhai'acteristic  of 
biui,  and  in  my  opinion  not  at  all  sublime. 

'ITie  qu(.'Btiun,  howeviT,  wjia  injt  the  loss  practiually 
settled:  the  King  auoceuded  in  holding  bis  consultation, 
and  the  cause  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  the  cUiy  ap- 
pointed. 

The  Praemunire  was  not  touched  upon  on  this 
sioD.  Only  two  days  before,  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, with  some  otlu'r  of  the  Council,  had  Ix'en  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  history  of  thiU;  procetxling  and  ascer- 
tain who  were  the  authors  of  it, — fur  the  rumor  waa 
that  it  had  been  invented  and  advised  by  C-uko  himself, 
—  and  the  further  dealing  with  the  qoestion  waited  for 
their  repoi-t. 

Baeon's  next  employment  —  though  merely  ministerial 
and  such  as  no  other  Attorney  General  would  have  been 
hiM  morally  accountable  for  —  has  been  regarded  in  him 
aa  a  serioiu*  betrayal  of  justice.  It  wjia  t!ie  dniwing  of 
a  pardon  for  the  Countess  of  Somerset.  Tliis  was  of 
course  an  otiicc  which  he  could  not  have  declined  if  he 
waa  to  bold  his  place,  for  it  waa  one  of  the  regular  duties 
of  it.  but  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  it  was  unwel- 
come to  bim.  What  were  his  personal  fe«.*liugs  with  re- 
gard to  sanguinary  punishmentH,  wb  have  indeed  no  m 
of  knowing.  His  ofticial  duty  had  never  required  him  to 
take  part  in  them.  In  the  prr«ecntion  of  unconfcssing 
offenders  to  conviction  and  sentence,  he  was  active  and 
firm  :  so  much  was  raqiiired  for  the  vindication  of  the 
law.     Id  what  cjlscs  and  bow  far  the  sentencit  Mioiildbe 
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oanied  into  effect^  was  another  question,  aud  one  upon 
vhicii  Im  waa  never  called  upon  eitliet*  to  decide  or  nd- 
vise.  In  this  casts  however,  it  seems  to  me  most  proba- 
ble timt  lie  iiet|uiesciHl  without  reniona trance^  outward  or 
inward,  in  tin?  known  di^U'rniiuntion  of  tbo  King  to  uat 
in  Luily  Somerset's  fuvur  the  prorogutivo  which  by  law 
undoubtedly  beloitgt'd  to  him.  The  nght  could  not  l>e 
disputtnl.  Nor  CHM  it  bu  tintly  said  that  justice  was 
teriully  coinpromiaed  by  the  exercise  of  it  in  tliis  in* 
It  is  true  that  thu  Countess,  having  been  the 
jirime  niovor  in  tlie  uiatter,  nmy  seem  to  have  been  of  all 
the  party  least  entitled  to  luercy  ;  and  if  justice  required 
that  the  measure  of  punishment  aliould  always  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  moriil  culpability,  it  would  not  be  iiaay  to 
justify  a  distinction  in  her  favor.  Between  the  suborner 
aud  the  suborned,  indeed, — between  the  person  who  prt^ 
cnrea  a  murder  under  the  pussiou  of  hate  or  fear,  and  the 
person  who  undortiikes  aud  executes  it  iu  cold  blood  for 
hire^  —  a  quostion  might  bo  fairly  niiaed  which  is  morally 
the  more  culpable.  Unt  it  is  not  a  question  which  we 
need  settle.  The  true  principle  of  judicial  punisbmeut 
not  moral  retribution,  but  Belf-defenae  :  its  proper  and 
ly  It^itiumte  object  is  to  deter  people  fi'om  committit^ 
injurious  to  scieiety.  And  if  in  the  proceedinga 
H^ainst  the  murderers  of  Overbury  the  objeot  was  to 
make  it  notorious  that  murder  ottuld  not  be  committi^I 
with  impunity  by  high  or  low,  it  oaimot  be  denied  that 
the  lesson  was  effectually  taught.  The  seventy  which 
wua  ntMNlod  to  enforce  it  fell  heaviest  uj)on  those  who 
oaine  tiret  ;  who  happened  to  be  thu  meaner  instnimcnts 
in  whom  a  sutholently  striking  example  oould  not  be 
its  by  uny  puuishmeut  short  of  death  on  the  gnllows ; 
thu  long  interval  which  p:tased  befure  thecuMeiig-ainst 
the  grenier  persons  could  be  ready  for  adjudication,  to- 
gether with  the  immense  diffei*euce  in  their  condition  of 
life,  made  some  uUenition  in  the  question.     Ignominy, 
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and  the  utter  ruin  of  bo  splendid  a  fortune,  —  sudden 
precipitation  from  such  a  heiglit  to  such  a  depth*  —  wiis 
it«elf  an  exnmplo  Bufficieut  to  wi\rn  and  deter:  and  it  is 
quite  concoivuhle  that  tlie  pultlio  execution  of  a  young 
and  beautiful  womnn  might  have  interfered  with  the  eU 
feet  of  it,  by  turning  indignation  into  pity.  I  have  heard 
it  said  by  a  wiae  man  who  had  had  much  cxpenonce  of 
the  working  of  penal  enactments,  that  he  had  no  faitli  in 
the  efficacy  of  punishmciitH  "  except  where  tlit-y  express 
and  exasperate  the  genend  indignation  of  society  against 
the  delinquents."  We  have  it  upon  Gamden'a  authority 
that  when  the  Countess  received  her  sentence  the  genend 
feeling  among  the  by-sUmders  was  pity :  and  I  do  not 
find  any  evidence  that  the  pardon  was  at  that  time  un- 
]>opular.  Posterity  simplifies  these  problems  by  forgot^ 
ting  half  the  conditions;  but  even  posterity  would  per- 
haps have  taken  her  part  if  the  King  had  been  relentless. 

The  report  of  the  Archbishop  and  other  councillors 
who  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  history  of  the 
indictments  preferred  against  the  Cliancery  in  the  King*8 
Bench,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  preserved.  Either 
it  failed  to  bring  the  authorship  homo  to  Coke,  or  it  was 
reserved  for  the  private  account  which  had  to  be  settled 
with  him,  and  not  allowed  to  mix  itself  with  the  quc»liuii 
of  state,  whicli  was  to  be  deiilt  with  U]>on  its  own  merits. 

To  set  that  question  at  rest,  and  at  tlie  same  time  to 
remove  some  popular  misapprehensions  as  to  his  own 
views  and  policy,  tho  King  went  in  person  to  the  Star 
Chiimber  on  the  last  meeting  befure  the  summer  circuits, 
and  made  a  public  declaratiun  concerning  the  several  ob- 
ligations of  himself,  his  Judges,  and  his  subjects  in  gen- 
eral:—  a  deciariUion  with  which  everyboily  who  wishes 
to  fonn  a  judgment  of  his  aetions  ought  to  make  himself 
acquainted ;  for  it  exhibits  his  owu  idea«  whether  right 
or  wrong,  of  the  duty  which  belonged  to  his  pliiee. 

Tins  step  was  taken  by   Bacon's  iidrice,  and   I  fancy 
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thnt  I  see  traces  here  and  there  in  the  Kiiig*8  speech  of 
the  meiaoriul  by  which  the  advice  wits  probably  nccoia- 

lied;  but  if  there  ever  wa«  such  n  thing,  it  has  not 
arvived;  and  though  the  King  was  quick  in  talcing  sug- 
gestions from  other  minds,  he  assirailuted  them  asquickly, 
and  so  converted  them  into  his  own  that  any  attempt  to 
Be[iuntte  thu  elements  would  be  hopeless. 

One  doctrine  he  certaiidy  held  which  is  now  heretical 
—  tliiit  the  Jiid^iy*  ar«  answerable  to  the  King,  while  the 
King  is  aiiHwenible  only  to  God.  But  we  must  remem- 
ber that,  if  ttiis  is  heresy  now,  it  h  not  because  the  doc- 
trine was  unconstitutional  then,  but  because  the  oonsti- 
tntion  has  been  clianged  since.  Ho  di<i  but  hold  as  a 
living  fact,  with  all  ita  logieal  oonseqaences.  what  the  law 
still  maintains  as  a  fiction  —  that  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong:  a  maxim  which  has  its  roots  so  deep  in  the  con- 
stitntiun,  tliat  to  this  day  we  have  not  been  able  to  get 
rid  of  it  in  theory,  though  by  tMmtriving  that  the  King 
ahidl  not  be  able  to  do  unything  without  tho  <>oncnrrence 
of  somelwidy  who  ean  do  wrong,  w**  have  found  a  way  to 
escape  from  its  pmctical  consequences.  But  that  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty  was  not  p^jsaible  for  the  father  of 
Charles  I. ;  and  if  in  the  year  lOlfi  Coke  hud  been  asked 
iby  whom  and  by  what  legal  process  the  King  could  bo 
i.1led  to  account  for  his  actions,  he  would  not  have  been 
able  to  answer. 

The  point,  however,  was  not  material  on  this  ocf-aaion. 
Thoogh  Jiimes  would  have  thought  that  he  was  betray- 
ing the  post  which  he  was  divinely  appointed  to  defend 
if  he  had  admitted  the  royal  premgative  to  be  a  fit  sub- 
ject of  dispute  In  Court,  that  was  not  the  question  at 
Issne  in  either  of  thn  cases  with  which  he  was  now  deal- 
ing. To  say  that  tlie  King's  prerogative  could  never  l»e 
lawfully  called  in  question  wits  one  thing :  to  say  that 
questions  in  which  the  King's  prerogative  was  concerned 
were  not  to  be  det«rmim.'d   without  hearing  what  the 
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King  had  to  suy  (tinii  that  was  all  he  contondtxl  for  in 
the  ComraeiKlaui  oaau)  was  anothur.  Nor  was  the  right 
of  the  Chancery  Ui  yive  relief  after  juilgment  at  ctiiuiutnj 
law  (which  was  all  that  ho  inaintaiuoU  in  thti  i'ricmuniral 
case)  dependent  upon  the  doctriao  tliat  the  Chancery 
was  aocouutablo  tu  thu  King  alone.  If  the  riglit  e^cUtuvl 
at  all,  it  wa«  slill  a  right,  whether  tho  King  were  judge 
or  the  King's  Bt^nuh. 

Of  thetie  two  questions,  tho  first  had  been  settled  for 
the  time  by  the  lato  pr(.K:eeding  in  Crmncil,  the  decision 
ttf  which  was  by  the  presout  declaratiou  reinforced  and 
proclaimed.  Hut  tlie  second  had  still  to  be  disposed  uf. 
The  King's  personal  condemnation  of  the  action  as  pi'e- 
6umptunua«  with  a  peremptory  prohibition  of  its  renewal, 
would  not  have  been  enough  to  aatiefy  the  puldic  that 
Coke  had  been  at  fault  in  law.  It  was  necessary  tu  put 
forth  some  formal  manifesto  witli  the  reiusons.  Bacon, 
as  we  have  seen,  had  prc>po9e<l  that  this  should  be  done 
by  an  act  of  Council,  us  in  the  Commendam  cH.se.  But 
for  some  reason  of  which  we  are  not  informed  —  perhaps 
beoanne  in  this  cuae  the  adv'we  of  the  Couniiil  w:i8  not 
wanted  —  it  waa  decided  Ui  do  it  in  the  fonii  of  a  decree. 
And  on  the  18th  of  July,  1616,  a  decree,  which  is  evi- 
dently the  work  of  Bacon,  was  issued  under  the  Privy 
SeaL 

The  certificate  of  the  learned  Counsel  on  tlio  questiou 
of  law  as  ri)forre<l  to  them  by  tlm  Loixl  Clmnoellor  on  the 
27th  of  March,  eonolndetl  with  an  invitation  to  the  King's 
Bench  to  produce  preeetlents  in  support  of  their  proceed- 
ing. 

"  But  because  matter  of  precedent  is  greatly  consid- 
erable in  this  case,  and  that  wo  have  been  attended  by 
the  Clerks  of  the  Chancery  with  the  precedouts  of  that 
Court,  and  have  not  yet  l>een  uttendeil  by  any  oOii^era 
of  the  King's  Bench  with  any  precedents  of  indictments, 
altliuugh  we   required  them  imd  gave  them  convenient 
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time  to  liavtf  altendixl  us,  if  it  shall  pleaao  ynur  Majeaty 
to  (Urt*et  that  the  tiaiti  lilUcei-s  hIkOI  uUt^iKl  us  with  their 
precedoDts,  we  &h:iU  give  your  M.  fuitiifiiL  report  of  them 
lus  we  hiive  done  i*f  the  othor." 

Of  these  precednuta  we  hear  no  muru.  I  presame 
themfure  that  none  were  produced ;  aud  whut  Coke 
might  have  been  able  to  say  in  answer  tu  the  nrgunietits 
iir-^frd  by  the  Lea,nied  Couns**!  in  their  oertificute  must 
Uj  k'ft  tfj  conjecture.  The  decive,  liowever,  had  not  boon 
issued  without  giving  him  a  fair  opportunity  for  aayiug 
wliat  he  hiid  to  any  in  defrnao  of  his  own  jjosltion.  On 
the  2i5th  of  June  he  h:id  been  culled  before  the  Council 
to  answer  certain  charges,  formally  preferred  against  him 
by  the  Solioitor  Genoi-ai.  Of  thww*,  his  txMiduct  in  the 
matter  of  the  Pra>niunire  was  one;  and  uu  that  oocaaion, 
if  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  argumout 
by  which  tho  King^s  ordtu*  was  justified,  he  did  distinctly 
acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  order  itaelf.  After  urg- 
ing some  considenittons  in  excuse  rather  than  justificii- 
tion  of  wliat  waa  pnst,  he  **  adtlod  also  further  "  (say  the 
Council  in  reporting  the  proceeding  to  the  King),  "  that 
for  the  time  to  come  no  man  should  make  any  opposition; 
for  that  the  Judg<i3  Juiving  roceived  your  Majesty's  c<^m- 
mandmi'uL  by  the  Attorney  (ren«nd  that  no  bill  of  tliat 
nature  should  be  hereafter  received,  hd  and  hin  hrttkr^n 
hava  cauu'd  fke  itamf.  to  btf  entered  a»  an  order  in  the 
»am^  Court;  which  thall  be  oherved.'*  It  was  with  the 
allowance  therefore  of  Coke  himsf^lf  (who  did  not  on  this 
occasion  find  it  necessary  to  wait  "  till  the  case  should 
bo  ")  that  the  question  was  settled,  and  settled  according 
to  tJie  view  which  Bucott  took  of  it. 

But  nlthongli  (\)ke  thereby  ai'knowlcdgod  that  the 
King  had  antliority  to  decide  the  question,  ib  does  not 
follow  that  ho  thought  he  had  decided  it  rightly :  and  it 
is  due  to  him  to  add  that,  though  he  never  raised  any 
difiputi*  about  it   in  Council  nr  in   Parliament  while  he 
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lived,  tbere  is  ovidence  in  th©  papers  which  he  left  be- 
hind him  that  he  thought  the  deciaioD  wrong.  In  the 
third  part  of  the  "  Inatitutea/'  which  wiis  published  aftflr 
his  death,  tbere  is  a  chapter  on  Prismunire ;  and  in  it  a 
sentence  occurs,  which  must  have  been  written  Uter  than 
the  26th  of  June,  1G16,  and  must  therefore  bo  acceptetl 
(if  the  editor  lias  mudo  no  mistake)  us  repn>senting  his 
more  mature  judgment.  It  seems  to  imply  a  total  repu- 
diation of  this  decree  of  the  18th  of  Jiily^  precedents  and 
all.  The  censure  is  indeed  so  genei-al  and  so  vague  that 
it  is  impossible  to  infer  from  it  what  the  point  or  nature 
of  bis  objections  was  ;  and  it  may  be  that  what  we  have 
is  only  a  note  made  in  the  mar^n  of  a  treatise  which 
bad  been  written  before,  and  meant  for  no  more  than  a 
memoi-andum  to  insert  at  that  place  an  answer  to  the  ar- 
guments contained  in  the  decree ;  which  answer  was 
never  written,  or  if  written  was  not  found  by  the  editor. 
However  that  may  be,  the  censure  is  too  sweeping  to  be 
met  by  anything  less  than  a  general  discussion  of  the 
whole  question :  a  thing  which  I  could  not  have  at- 
tempted myself,  but  whieh  I  find  supplied  to  my  hand  ; 
and  as  Coke's  note,  though  aimed  at  the  reputation  of 
Ellesmere  (whom,  as  the  jx-reon  specially  struck  at  in 
thu  att^ick,  be  seems  to  have  mistaken  for  the  principal 
actor  in  the  defense"),  would  really,  if  the  censure  were 
just,  XtQ  very  damiiging  to  Bacon's  reputation  (who  ivas 
the  principal  actor  all  through),  it  may  be  well  to  state 
the  result  of  an  elaborate  examination  of  it  by  n  critiu 
learned  in  the  law. 

In  the  first  volume  of  tl»e  "Collectanea  Juridica" 
(printed  in  1791)  will  be  found  a  treatise  of  fifty-five 
pagns,  entitle*!,  "  A  Vindication  of  the  Judgment  given 
by  King  James  in  the  ciise  of  the  Jurisdictinn  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  —  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  should 
not  desist  to  give  relief  in  Equity,  notwithstanding  any 
prnwedingH  at  thi>  Common  Law  ;  contrary  to  an  reunion 
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Litply  piibliflhed  after  the  fliipposed  aiitUor'a  [Lord  Coke's] 
tleiUJi ;  wherein  aome  lti-oii*  in  the  traiiftlHting  uml  printing 
of  tlte  statutes  of  27  £.  8  cap.  1,  -.utd  4  H.  4  cap.  '23  ana 
discovered,"  The  writer  begins  by  obatrving  that  after 
King's  .James's  juJ|^ment  was  given.  **  nil  things  wt*re  in 
peace  " :  —  that  **  the  Chancery  court  went  on  in  the 
times  of  the  Lord  EUismere,  I>ord  St.  Albiins,  Lord  Cov- 
entry, and  all  otliera  that  wert.-  Lord  Koepera  of  the 
great  seal  of  England^  ever  since,  as  it  had  formerly 
done":  —  that  "  tbo  then  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King's  Brnch  [Sir  Edwarfl  fVjke]  did  novcr qnration  that 
judgment,  althougli  he  lived  niiuiy  years  after,  and  was 
of  four  Parliaments,  wherein  he  h:id  both  opportunity 
ujut  power  to  liave  done  it,  if  be  had  not  known  that 
judgnu'ot  to  have  been  according  lo  justice  and  the  laws 
of  the  realm  :  but  be  desisted,  and  did  ojMMily  pTOfcss  be- 
fore the  Ixirdfl  of  the  I'rivy  Council  that  he  would  not 
maintain  a  dilTerence  between  the  two  Courts,  nor  bring 
it  into  question  ;  whereof  entry  was  made  in  the  Council- 
book  2ti  June,  IGUW  :  —  nevf<rtb<deHS  that  **  the  pub- 
lisher of  hiB  third  uud  fourth  book  of  thr  Inatitntes,  find- 
ing, as  it  should  seem,  some  old  notes,  collected  when  the 
(juestion  was  on  foot  and  undecided,  had  t^iken  the  bold- 
ness to  print  them,  long  after  the  author's  death  ;  and 
therein  had  made  him  to  queatiou  all  again,  by  mention- 
ing many  cases  wlieroin  divers  persona  l»ad  been  indicted 
in  Prjenmnire  upon  the  st-alute  of  27  E.  3,  for  seeking 
relief  in  Chancery  after  judgments  given  between  the 
parties  at  tlie  common  law ;  and  conehiding  with  [these 
words  following]  :  •  See  a  privy  seal  to  the  contrary,  18 
Jiilii,  1G16,  obtiiined  by  the  importunity  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Iwing  vehemently  afraid.  tSV(i  judicandum 
tut  Iri/ihtif,  and  no  precedent  can  prevail  against  an  act 
of  Parliament.  And  besides,  the  supposed  precedents 
(whicii  wu  have  seen)  are  not  authentical,  being  most  in 
torn  papers :   the  rest  of  no  credit.'  "     Ue  then  enters 
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into  a  complete  and  eximustive  examination  of  tlie  wliolo 
case,  taking  viu.'U  |K>int  in  successiou^  compunng  tliu 
copies  of  the  recoixla  cjuot*?*!  by  Coke  with  the  originals^ 
critiuiaing  hia  iivier«uo<>8,  supplying  his  omissions,  cor- 
reeting  hiti  niistranslatiuuB,  pointing  out  tlie  consequence 
which  would  fullow  froui  bis  principles  of  interpretation^ 
if  impartially  applied,  and  concluding  in  all  puintu  iu  fa- 
vor of  the  impugned  decree. 

The  name  of  ihe  writer  does  not  appear  to  be  known  ; 
but  be  was  evidently  a  la^vyer  familiar  vaiXi  the  practice 
of  the  Chancer)'  and  the  stuily  of  records ;  and  in  the  alv 
sence  of  stU  means  of  guessing  what  kind  of  answer  Coko 
would  httV4!  made,  be  leaves  Bacon  clearly  in  posaession 
of  the  field. 

Cuke's  defense  of  himself  wheji  called  beiore  the  Coun- 
cil waa  pitched,  iu  an  unusually  low  key,  and  so  little  im- 
pressive, that  History  soenis  hardly  aware  that  he  made 
any  defense  at  all,  or  h:id  any  i»j)pfirt unity  to  make  on*^. 
Ilallam  only  says  that  after  what  passecl  at  Whitehall 
on  the  Otb  of  Juno,  "he  was  suspended  from  his  ofHce, 
and  shortlj'  aftrrwartis  dismissed ; "  taking  no  notice 
whatever  of  the  proceeding  an  the  26tb.  Lingard  is 
equally  silent  with  reganl  to  that  proceeding.  And  Mr. 
Gardiner,  who  knows  of  it  and  mentions  it,  appears  to 
have  mistaken  the  information  of  the  Solicitor  General 
for  the  censure  of  the  BoanL  **  On  tho  i26th,"  he  says,* 
*'be  [Coke]  was  called  befoi-o  tlie  CuuueiL ;  iind  after  be- 
ing charged  with  some  pecuniary  transactions  of  doubt- 
ful character,  in  which  he  bad  been  engaged  some  years 
previously,  he  was  censured  for  the  words  whicJi  be  had 
used  to  tlie  .Jury  in  the  c;i8e8  of  Ghinvillc  and  Allen  *' 
[that  was  tho  Prammniro  C4ise]  ;  '*  for  Iiis  indecent  be- 
havior in  refusing  to  listen  to  the  argument  of  the  At- 
torney General  in  the  King's  presence  "  [that  was  in  the 
Council  on  the  6tb  of  June  on  the  Commeudam  case] , 

1  Uantlner'i  tJUturn  of  LlkgUml^  Um-IAM.  vul.  U.,  p.  ^1. 
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'^and  for  his  steadfastness  "  [that  is,  his  refusal  tn  an- 
swer die  King'8  qucBtiou]  "  when  the  other  Judges  gave 
way."  And  theu,  without  auy  alluaion  to  whut  Coke 
aaid  in  reply,  he  goes  un  to  t«^Il  us  that  *^  a  U'w  ihiys  after 
he  was  again  summoned  before  the  Council/'  and  bu»- 
{>etided  from  his  seat  at  the  table  and  from  taking  his 
part  in  the  ensuing  circuit.  Now  the  fact  (as  I  undor- 
Btand  it)  was,  that  the  buainpss  of  the  Council  waa  only 
to  tviiness  and  ri'|>urt.  The  King  had  dirt^cted  tliem  to 
call  Coke  before  them  and  hear  what  lie  had  to  aav  in 
un&wer  to  certain  charges  which  would  be  set  forth  by 
one  of  the  Learned  Coiuiael.  He  was  summoned  accord- 
ingly; the  chargwi  were  set  forth  by  Sir  Henry  Yelver- 
ton ;  Coke  made  his  answer ;  and  the  Council  reported 
the  substance  of  it  to  the  King.  Tlieir  report  was  not 
accompaniud  with  any  opiiuon  or  atiggestion  of  their  own 
upon  the  point  at  issue,  and  was  drawn  up  in  a  style 
of  studied  respect  imd  modenition,  as  if  they  wished  to 
make  the  best  of  it.  The  censure  was  left  to  tlie  King, 
who,  not  finding  Coke's  answers  sjitisfaotory  upon  any  of 
the  heads,  resolved  to  suspend  Iiim  fur  a  while  from  the 
exercise  of  his  office,  and  at  the  same  time  to  set  him  a 
holiday  task.  For  the  many  qupstionable  doctrines  of 
law  which  he  had  been  laying  down  of  late  in  support 
of  Ilia  official  pretensions  had  nut  unnaturally  suggested 
an  inquiry  whether  all  waa  good  law  that  was  set  down 
for  such  in  his  *'  Keporis  :  *'  and  pass:igi'S  had  been  discov- 
ered in  tliem  (by  whoso  industry  i  do  not  exactly  ktiow  : 
but  I  think  both  ElUwmere  and  Yelverton  were  concerned 
in  it,  and  probably  Biu^on  himself)  which  were  repre- 
sented to  the  King  as  dangerous  and  requiriug  corrt.'Ction,. 
Who  accordingly  directed  the  Council  to  call  him  brfore 
them  once  again»and  inform  hini  that  it  was  his  pleuduro 
be  should  forbear  for  the  present  lo  sit  at  Council  or  on 
the  IVnch  :  and  at  the  same  timn  —  beoiuse  he  wiw  in- 
fornifd  that  then*  were  in  his  books  of  Reports  *'  many 
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exorbitant  and  extravagant  opinions  set  down  and  pub- 
lished for  positive  and  good  law  "  —  that  he  should  em- 
ploy the  leisure  of  the  vacation  in  reviewing  and  cor- 
recting them.  '*  And  liaving  corrected  what  in  his  dis- 
cretion he  found  meet  in  those  Reports,  his  Majesty*8 
pleasure  was  that  he  should  bring  the  same  privately  to 
himself,  that  he  might  consider  thereof,  as  in  his  princely 
judgment  should  be  found  expedient." 

This  was  done  on  the  30th  of  June,  1616,  and  it  was 
all  that  was  done  for  the  present.  Of  tlie  result  of 
Coke's  review  of  his  Reports  and  the  King's  final  disposal 
of  the  case,  we  shall  hear  further  on  in  the  course  of  Ba- 
con's correspondence.  But  it  belongs  to  a  later  date,  and 
I  shall  have  some  important  papers  to  deal  with  before  I 
come  to  it. 
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The  removal  of  Somerset  left  the  course  clear  for  the 
gracing  of  Villiera;  and  that  wonderful  upward  career, 
begun  so  early,  continued  so  long,  and  earned  with  so 
little  effort  or  sacrifice  on  his  own  part,  —  for  it  seems 
that  he  had  only  to  bo  himself  in  order  to  bo  entirely 
gracious  in  tlie  eyes  of  a  king  whose  aflfection  and  bounty 
had  no  limit  —  commenced  at  once.  His  first  honors 
having  to  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  Qen- 
eral,  required  the  two  to  be  brought  into  somewhat  close 
relations. 

Tlie  creation  of  Viscount  took  place  at  Woodstock  on 
the  27th  of  August,  and  Villiera  waa  now  finally  estab- 
lished in  the  office  of  *' Favorite."  "This  is  now  the 
man/*  says  Sherbuni,  writing  to  Carleton  on  tht*  20th, 
**  by  whom  all  things  do  and  must,  pass  ;  and  he  far  ex- 
ceeds the  fonner  in  favor  and  afFection." 

That  he  was  not  at  this  time  Insensible  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  position,  or  indifferent  to  the  duties  which 
it  entailed,  or  over-tonfidcnt  of  his  own  capacity  to  dis- 
chai-ge  thmn.  appears  from  the  fitct  that  he  not  ordy  took 
in  good  part  the  counsels  which  Itacon  ofTereil  him  from 
time  to  time,  but  applied  to  liim  for  more.  Fur  it  must 
havo  been  uhout  this  time  tliat  he  desired  his  advice  in 
detail  aa  to  the  manner  in  which  ho  should  frame  him- 
8i4f  for  the  ptTformance  of  his  new  duties.     Somu  g^Kxl 
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authorities,  including  Mr.  (Jraik  and  Mr.  Gardiner,  would 
put  it  seven  or  eight  montlis  earlier ;  hut  the  totter  which 
Bacon  wrote  in  answer  (if  the  form  of  it  in  its  earliest 
shape'  has  suffered  no  altci-ation  in  the  editing)  cannot 
have  been  written  before  Villiers  was  a  Peer,  and  to  sup- 
pose it  later  would  involve  other  difficulties. 

Nothing  nntterifd  depends  upon  the  question  whether 
it  was  written  early  or  late  in  the  year  1616.  Upon  any 
view  of  it  —  if  it  Wivs  written  by  Bncon  —  it  contains 
his  deliberate  opiuiou  as  to  the  duty  of  a  "^Favorite"  in 
those  days,  —  that  is,  of  a  piivate  and  confidential  coun- 
cillor chosen  by  the  King  out  of  porsonal  affection.  The 
office  itaelf  was  one  which  ho  did  not  rtppi\>ve  of.  It  was 
of  the  iiiitnre  of  what  was  then  called  a  '*  Cabinet  Coun- 
cil "  (a  Very  different  thing  from  that  which  now  goes  by 
that  name)  ;  a  remedy  prnpntu'il  iu  Italy  and  practiced  in 
Fnmce  for  oertaio  inconveniences  incident  to  Councils  of 
State ;  but  a.  remedy,  he  says  in  his  '*  Easay  of  ConnseV 
"worse  than  the  disease:  which  hiith  turned  Metis  the 
wife  to  Metis  the  mistress;  that  is,  Councils  of  State,  to 
wliich  Princes  are  married,  to  Councils  of  gracious  per- 
sons recommended  chieily  by  fljitU^ry  wnd  iiffection."^  I 
suppose  the  councils  to  which  he  alludes  were  bodies  ex- 
ercising the  authority  of  Councils  of  Stat^;  wliich  was 
not  the  case  with  James's  favorites,  for  they  had  no 
anthority  moi-e  than  belonged  to  the  oliii-es  to  which  thej 
might  bo  promoU-d.  But  the  censure  of  the  one  w:w  in 
effect  a  censui-e  of  the  other,  and  before  the  publioation 
of  the  essay  in  which  it  Avas  expi^esstnl  (which  was  shortly 
after  the  death  i>f  Salisbury)  the  ap]>lirntinn  had  become 
BO  obvious  ns  to  suggi^t  the  suppression  of  the  last  clansu. 
But  as  Bacon  could  not  prevent  the  King  from  boir 
governed  by  a  Favorite,  his  next  la'st  service  was  to  in-"" 

*  Thcrv  an,"  lw«  vumioiu  of  thie  leUcr  ;  «(  which  I  Ki**«  bore,  from  «.  iwpT  in 
tb«  Lltimry  ut  Trinity  Cullope,  Canibridfi^fl  —  tlw  only  on«  1  tisv«  tMt  vilil  — 
thai  wliicti  a|ipBan  luUi  llie  drtX- 

>  TbU  wa^  wriUen  belora  1613. 
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Spire  the  FflvoriU'  with  an  honest  fvinbitinn  to  govern  him 
wiwly  and  wpU.  And  tho  opportunity  being  offered  to 
him,  tliis  is  the  way  in  which  ho  entlc-avored  to  take  ad- 
vftntag*^  of  it. 

In  this  ciise,  aa  in  otliere  of  the  kind,  I  do  not  hold 
it  to  be  any  part  of  my  bnsineaa  either  to  aj)plaud  or 
to  defend  or  tt>  com^ct  the  opinions  expressed  ;  but  only 
to  repiesont  them  faithfully,  and  to  explain  them  where 
explanation  is  needed  and  I  have  any  to  offer. 

A  L£TTEB  OF  ADVIOE,  WRITTEN  BY  BIB  FRANCIS 
BACON  TO  THB  OOKR  OF  BTJCKINQHAM,  WHEN  HB 
BECAMR  FAVORITE  TO   KING  JAM£S. 

Mt  NOBLE  LoRt>,  —  Being  overruled  by  your  Lord- 
■hip's  command,  first  by  word,  and  since  by  yonr  letters, 
I  have  chosen  rather  to  show  my  obedienew  tban  to  dis- 
pute the  danger  of  discoTering  my  weakness  in  adventur- 
ing to  give  advice  in  a  subject  too  higli  for  roe.  But  I 
know  I  commit  it  to  the  hands  of  a  noble  friend,  and  to 
Any  others,  for  thu  nature  of  thu  discourse,  it  ia  not  com- 
mnni  cable. 

My  Lord,  when  the  blessing  of  God  (to  whom  in  the 
first  place,  I  know,  you  ascribe  your  proferment")  and  tho 
King's  favor  (purchased  by  your  noble  partA,  promising 
as  much  OS  can  be  expected  from  a  Gentleman")  had 
brought  you  to  this  high  pitch  of  honor,  to  be  in  the  eye, 
and  ear,  and  evpn  in  the  bosom  of  your  gracious  Master, 
jfsnd  you  had  found  by  experience  the  trouble  of  all  men's 
eonfluenoo,  and  for  all  matters,  to  yourself  as  a  mediator 
between  them  and  thfir  Sovereign,  you  were  pleased  to 
lay  this  command  upon  me  :  — 

First  in  genoral,  to  give  yon  my  poor  advice  for  your 

c&rriage  in  so  eminent  a  place,  and  of  so  much  danger 

I  if  not  wisely  discharged.     Next  in  particular,  by  what 

^nieans  to  give  dispatches  to  suitors  of  all  sorts,  for  tho 

[King's  best  service,  the  suitors' satisfaction,  and  j-our  own 
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eafie.  i  humbly  return  unto  yon  mine  opinion  in  both, 
these,  6uch  as  an  Horinit,  I'ather  thiin  a  Courtier,  can 
render. 

You  are  noir  Uie  King'a  Favorite,  ao  voted,  and  so  es- 
teemed by  all. 

In  the  first  place.,  then,  give  me  leave  to  tell  yoa  what 
this  signitios ;  and  next,  what  is  the  duty  that  lies  upon 
you  towards  the  King.  That  hving  done  in  a  few  words, 
I  uhall  then  come  to  the  particulars  which  you  must  in- 
sist upoti  to  facilitate  your  dispatches.  It  is  no  new  thing 
for  Kings  and  Princes  to  have  tlieir  privadoes,  their  fa- 
vorites, their  friends.  They  have  done  it  sometimes  out 
of  their  afTcotion  to  the  person  of  the  man  (for  Kings 
have  their  afFectiona  aa  well  aa  private  men"),  sometimes 
in  contemplation  of  their  great  abilities  (and  that  's  a 
happy  choice),  and  sometimes  for  their  own  ends,  to 
make  them  whom  they  so  stile,  and  are  contented  should 
be  8o  atiled,  to  be  luterposed  betw«en  the  Prince  and  the 
People.  Take  it  in  either  or  any  of  these  significations, 
let  it  bo  a  cnution  unto  you.  If  the  King  hsivo  made 
choice  of  you  out  of  his  affection,  or  out  of  llie  opinion  ^ 
of  your  worth,  to  communicate  his  bosom  thoughts  with 
you,  or  porhupa  to  debate  them,  and  so  ripen  his  own 
judgment :  you  are  bound  in  gratitude  to  return  so  much 
as  possibly  you  can  to  advance  your  Muster's  service  and 
honor.  But  were  It  (as  I  am  oonfiilent  it  is  not)  to  in- 
terpose you  between  himaeli  and  the  envy  of  his  people 
in  general,  or  of  some  discontented  party  in  particular, 
then  you  ai*e  bound  for  your  own  sake  to  watch  over 
your  actions. 

Remember  then  what  your  true  condition  is.  The 
King  himself  is  above  the  reach  of  his  people,  but  a&n- 
not  be  above  their  censures;  and  you  are  his  shadow,  if 
either  he  commit  an  error,  and  is  loath  to  avow  it,  but 
excuses  it  upon  hia  Ministers,  of  which  you  are  the  first 

1  80  io  Uio  origioal.    I  thiak  U  febouM  be  "  lib  npuioo." 
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in  the  eje;  or  you  commit  the  fault,  or  have  willingly 
permitted  it,  and  must  suffer  for  it ;  8o  perlmps  you  may 
be  offered  M  a  eacrifice  to  appoaae  the  multitude.  But 
admit  yoa  were  in  no  sucb  danger,  na  I  hope  you  an  not« 
and  tliat  you  aru  answerable  only  to  Gud  and  the  King 
for  your  actions,  yet  remember  well  the  great  tiust  you 
luive  undertaken.  Yon  are  as  a  continual  aeutinel,  al- 
ways to  stand  upon  your  watch«  to  give  bim  true  intelli- 
gence. If  you  flatter  him,  you  betray  bim.  If  you  con- 
ceal the  truth  of  tliose  things  from  him  which  ouucerns 
his  juatice  or  his  honor  (although  not  the  safety  of  his 
person),  you  are  as  dangerous  a  traitor  to  his  State  as  be 
that  riseth  in  arms  against  him.  A  false  friend  is  more 
dangerous  than  an  opt^n  enemy.  Kingn  are  stiled  Gods 
upon  earth,  not  absolutely,  but  Dixi  dii  eatia^  and  the 
next  words  are,  ted  moriemini  iicut  ^  homines;  they  shidl 
die  like  men,  and  then  their  thoughts  perish  ;  they  can- 
not possibly  see  all  things  with  their  own  eyes,  nor  hear 
ftU  thingn  with  their  own  ears  ;  they  must  commit  many 
great  trusts  to  their  ntiuisters.  Kings  must  be  answer- 
able  to  God  Almighty  (to  whom  they  are  but  vassals) 
for  their  actions,  and  for  their  negligent  omissions.  But 
the  Ministers  to  Kings,  whose  eyes,  ears,  and  hands  they 
are,  must  be  answenible  to  God  and  tsm\u^  for  the  breach 
of  their  duties,  in  violation  of  their  trusts,  whereby  they 
betray  them.' 

For  the  gi-neral,  I  say  no  more,  but  apply  myself  to 
the  particular  wlierein  you  desire  satisfaction  ;  in  which 
my  answer  ^liull  be  plain,  and  as  clear  as  I  can.  And 
sir,  know  this,  1  beseech  you,  that  which  I  now  write  and 
recouimend  iumiediately  to  you,  concerns  also  the  King, 
and  much  more  than  you  ;  and  because  l>e  cannot  intend 
all  things,  and  ordinary  persons  cannot  have  access  untc 
him,  or  if  they  had,  durst  not  speak  with  that  freedom 


1  RaM  \n  the  itrig'in«K 
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you  nro  bound  to  Hupply  it,  and  to  be  liis  motritor*  not  in 
a  saucy  inalepart*  way,  which  may  not  take  with  him, 
but  at  fioasonable  times,  which  you  may,  nay  which  you 
must,  watch  for. 

It  is  true  that  the  whole  Kingdom  hath  cast  their  eye 
upon  you,  as  the  new  rising  Star,  and  no  man  thiniu  his 
btiftinens  can  prosper  at  Conrt,  nnlesR  he  hath  yon  for  hia 
gowl  Angel,  or  at  Icjwt  tlmt  you  be  not  a  Malus  Genius 
against  him.  This  you  ciinnot  now  avoid  unless  you  will 
adirenture  a  precipice,  to  fall  down  faster  than  you  rost*. 
Opinion  i»  a  master  wheel  in  these  cases.  That  rourtiiT 
who  obtatnt^d  a  bmm  of  thu  Ktnporor,  that  ho  might  every 
morning  at  his  coming  into  his  presence  humbly  whi8|>or 
liira  in  the  ear  and  eiiy  nothing,  asked  no  nnprofitnble 
suit  for  himself ;  but  sitch  a  fancy  raised  only  by  an  opin- 
ion cannot  be  long  lived,  unless  the  man  have  solid  worth 
to  uphold  it ;  otherwise  when  once  discovered  it  van- 
isheth  suddenly.  But  when  a  favorite  in  court  shall  be 
raised  upon  the  foundation  of  merits,  and  together  witli 
the  care  of  doing  good  service  to  the  King,  shall  give 
good  dispatches  to  the  suitors,  then  can  he  not  choose 
but  prosper.  This,^  Sir,  I  find  is  your  noble  ambition, 
and  it  is  worthy  the  honor  yon  p-tssfiss :  And  that  this 
may  succeed  according  to  your  dcrfift',  i  shall  humbly  pro- 
pound unto  you  these  rules  to  be  obser\-ed,  and  I  l>e8eedi 
you,  if  you  approvo  of  them,  constantly  to  pursue  them. 

1.  If  the  suit  be  either  of  importiuice  fur  viiluts  or  of 
difficulty,  direct  that  it  be  set  down  in  writing  ;  then  ap- 
point it  to  be  left  with  you  in  writing ;  and  appoint  the 
suitor  to  attend  for  his  answer  so  many  days  after  as  may 
be  competent ;  of  which  time  let  a  note  be  taken  by 
your  SecreUirj'.  So  shall  you  be  eased  of  the  suitor  in 
the  mean  time,  and  he  rest  quiet  till  the  day  appointed 
in  expectation  of  his  dispatch. 

2.  To  prepare  yourself  for  these  answers  in  their  ti 
1  So  in  orfglinl.  *  Th«  origiul  hu  "  thu.' 
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»et  apart  an  hour  in  a  day,  or  two,  to  sort  your  Petitions ; 
which  will  he.  easily  done  if  your  Secretary  draw  lines 
iimler  the  matter,  which  always  liea  in  a  narrow  room. 

3.  Think  not  yourself  nor  any  one  or  tvo  private 
friends  or  sprvants  to  b*;  able  to  comprehend  the  true 
reason  of  all  things;  there  is  no  such  oninisciency  to  bo 
loukM  for.  But  dividing  the  Petitions  as  Uiey  come  to 
your  tiHiids  into  aevei'at  sorts  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  matter,  first,  cause  two  or  three  several  copies  to  be 
mode  of  the  Petition,  or  the  snbstancu  of  it. 

4.  Then  make  choice  of  several  men  well  versed  m 
tliese  *  sevenil  pmfetisious  or  qualities,  whom  you  think 
you  may  trust,  and  to  them  severally  send  copies,  deauv 

ting  them  within  twenty  days  niU't  to  return  unto  yrin  in 
rriting  thoir  opinions  of  the  Petition,  and  their  reasons 
for  it.  or  against  it ;  and  let  not  one  of  tbem  know  what 
tlie  other  doth. 

5.  Then  set  apart  an  hour  or  two  twice  in  a  week, 
to  peruse  these  Petitions  again,  and  the  answers  of  the 
referees  ;  out  of  which  compared  together,  as  out  of  /2«j- 
tpoTua  pruilcntium*  you  may  collect  Buch  a  judgment,  as 
within  a  short  time  you  shall  be  ablu  to  judge  of  the  Hdel- 
itieii  and  ubilitiea  of  those  yon  trust,  and  return  answers 
to  petitions  of  all  natures  as  an  oracle.  And  be  HAWiired 
of  this,  that  next  to  the  granting  of  the  request,  a  reason- 
able and  a  fair  denial  (if  the  matter  will  not  bear  it  to 
be  otherwise)  \»  most  acceptable. 

That  you  may  dispose  of  all  these  sorts  of  business  in  a 
fit  and  dt'xtfroM  wa//,  /  conceive  that  nil  maHera  of  dijfi' 
culty  xrhich  will  he  presented  to  you  will  be  one  of  the^e 
nght  sorts^  either  co7n:erninff^ 

1.  llcligion  and  Churcti  men,  or  Clnirch  matters. 

S.  The  Ukws  and  the  Professors  thereof. 

8.  The  Council  Board,  and  matters  of  State. 

4.  Negotiation  with  foreign  Princes  or  Statea. 
1  So  in  nriglul.    I  thiak  ii  ahouM  be  tMait. 
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.1.   War  by  Sea  or  Land. 

6.  Foreign  Plantations  and  Colonies, 

7.  Matter  of  Trade. 

8.  Tlie  Court  or  Curialitie. 
What  cannot  be  ranked  under  ono  of  these  beftds  will 

not  be  worthy  of  yourtliougtita,  and  you  will  find  onoagh 
of  these  to  take  np  your  timt\ 

But  that  you  may  not  study  your  euse  only,  but  chiefly 
your  honor,  and  the  honor  of  your  Master:  I  biisench  ymi 
to  tiike  tliese  materials,  thus  divided  inU>  those  eight  sec- 
tions, into  your  more  serioHH  tlKiughts,  and  propound  to 
yourself  some  rnles  as  landmarks  U*  guide  your  judgment 
in  the  examination  of  every  one  tA  them,  as  [it]  shall 
come  bo  your  hand  :  wherein  I  shall  adventure  to  mako 
an  pssay  ;  please  you  to  perfect  it. 

1.  Fur  Rfligion,  if  anything  be  offered  to  you  touching 
it,  or  touching  the  Church,  or  Church  men,  or  Church 
government,  rely  not  only  upon  yourself,  but  take  the 
opinion  of  some  grave  and  eminent  Divines ;  espfclally 
such  as  are  sad  and  discreet  men,  and  ejtemplary  for  their 
lives. 

2.  If  any  qnestton  be  moved  concerning  the  doctrine 
of  the  Church  of  England  expressed  in  the  89  Articles, 
give  not  the  least  ear  to  the  movers  thereof.  That  is  so 
soundly  and  bo  orthodoxally  settled  :is  runnot  be  ques- 
tioned without  extreme  danger  to  the  honor  and  stability 
of  our  Holigion,  which  hath  been  sealed  with  the  blood 
of  so  many  Martyrs  and  Coiife^ssora,  as  are  famous  through 
the  Christian  World.  The  enemies  and  underminers 
thereof  are  the  Ritmish  Catholitpios  (so  stiling  them- 
selves) on  the  one  liand,  whose  tenents  are  inconsistent 
with  the  truth  of  Religion,  professed  and  protested  by 
the  church  of  England  (wht-nee  we  are  called  Protest- 
ants) and  the  Ariabaptasta  and  Separatists  and  SectarifS 
on  the  other  hand,  whose  tenents  are  full  of  schiimi, 
and  inconsiBtent  with  momirchy :  Fur  the  regulating  of 
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^H    cither.  th«re  ncrtb  no  nibrr  cocrdon  ibiin  the  doe  eanttK 

^H     tioo  of  cht*  Uws  alivadv  e^tJiblbhed  by  Parimmeiit. 

^^^T  3.  If  ADT  Attempt  be  luiule  to  alter  the  diacipUne  of 

^^Ptor  Churchy  althoi^h  it  be  not  an  osenttal  p»it  of  oar 

R«ltgioa.  yiti  it  t«  fu  Dveeasarr  not  tu  be  raftbly  altered, 

as  tb«  %-drr  substaooe  of  ReUgion  will  be  intcnesed  in  it: 

Therefore  I  desin»  yoQ  before  any  attempt  be  made  oi  an 

in  by  y<>*ir  nit^us,  or  by  aiiy  inlrrcrasioa  to  joor 

^_      M»-....  ..»it  voa  vrill  first  re«d  oxer^und  bis  Majeety  caS\ 

^H  lo  mitttl.  thut  wiw  and  weighty  Proulaxnation,  which  him- 
"  mU  penned,  and  cauved  to  be  published  in  the  first  ymr 
^_  of  his  rei^,  and  is  pmfixed  in  print  bcfort*  the  Book  of 
^H  Common  Prayer  (ol  that  impreeeion) :  in  which  yoa  trill 
"^  find  •©  prodettt,  so  weighty  tv«soa»,  not  to  hearken  to  in- 
DorationSr  as  will  fully  satasfy  yoa  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
give  tbe  least  ear  to  snch  innovators,  bat  it  is  desperate 

I  to  he  misled  by  theiu  :  Bat  to  settle  yoar  judgment,  uaHc 
but  tike  admonittiiti  of  the  wisest  of  men.  King  Soiamtcn^ 
Prop*  xxvii.  21.  My  son,  /car  ffwi  a»d  tMg  Smff,  and 
mtddU  not  vith  iho§e  vho  art  ^ivm  to  eAoa^. 
II.  Next,  touching  tbe  Laws  (wherein  I  mean  the 
CVimrooD  Laws  of  England)  I  shall  be  the  more  sparing 
to  speak,  1  "r  is  my  [>^>f*•»tfion :  but  thus  imn-h  I 

slkall  say  ^^>  ;  lence,  that  if  they  be  rightly  adiiiin- 

istered,  they  are  the  best,  the  equnlest  in  tlie  world  b^ 
I^K  twceii  the  Prince  and  Puople  :  by  which  the  King  h.tth 
PH  iJie  jnstwt  Prerogative^  and  tlip  P<H>ple  the  best  liberty  ; 
and  if  at  any  timn  there  Im  an  unjust  duvintion,  Jlamimt 
rtf  vithtm  non  ftrofeagitmifi.  But  thut  it  may  in  all  ihin^ 
have  n  fairer  prort'rdln^,  let  tlm  King  take  a  rare,  iind 
M  much  OS  in  ynu  lies  do  you  take  cure  for  him,  that  thu 
Judges  of  Uio  Law  may  h*:  iilways  rlni«<»n  of  tlie  learnedst 
of  tbe  profession  (for  an  ignorant  man  cannot  bo  a  good 
Judge)  and  of  the  prudontest  and  diacrectestf  because  so 
great  a  part  uf  thu  Civil  GuTc^riirucul  lies  upijii  llieir 
cha^  ;  and,  indeed,  little  should  be  done  in  legal  con- 
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sultattons  withnnt  tliora,  and  very  mach  may  be  done  by 
their  pradent  advieos,  especially  in  theip  Circuits,  if  right 
use  were  made  of  thern.  Delieve  rue,  Sir»  much  itssistatice 
would  be  hiid  from  them,  besides  the  delivering  of  tlie 
gaols,  and  trying  of  causes  between  party  and  party,  if 
the  King  by  himself  (which  wern  the  best)  or  by  his 
Chancellor  did  give  them  the  chaise  according  to  occur- 
rences at  their  going  forth,  and  receive  a  particular  ac- 
corapt  from  them  at  their  return  home.  They  would 
then  be  the  best  intelligencers  of  the  true  state  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  surest  means  to  prevent  or  remove  nil 
growing  mischiofft  within  the  body  of  the  Kealm.  Next 
to  the  Judges,  let  caro  bo  taken  that  the  Serjeants  at 
Law  be  such  as  are  most  proltable  to  be  made  Judges  in 
the  next  turn,  and  never  to  be  advanced  to  that  state  and 
degree  (for  it  is  so  stiied^  for  favor  or  for  reward,  hut 
only  with  an  eye  upon  the  public  good.  For  the  King's 
Cuuusel  at  Law,  the  King's  particular  interest  will  easily 
persuade  him,  and  those,  who  love  his  service,  to  make' 
choice  of  the  most  eminent  and  most  active ;  their  ex- 
perience in  these  places  will  make  them  able  for  any  em- 
ployment in  that  profession  afterwards.  In  the  Laws  we 
have  a  native  interest,  it  is  our  Birthright  and  our  In- 
heritance, and  I  think  the  whole  Kingdom  will  always 
continue  that  mind  which  once  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment publicly  professed,  Nolumu*  Legem  AnglifP  mutare: 
mider  a  Law  we  must  live,  and  under  a  known  Law,  and 
not  under  an  arbitrary  Law  is  our  happiness  that  we  do 
live  ;  and  the  Justices  of  Peace,  if  a  good  choice  be  mode 
of  them,  are  excellent  instruments  to  this  state. 

in.  For  matter  of  state  and  affairs  proper  for  Council 
board,  I  dare  not  take  upon  me  to  say  much  ;  they  ar^i 
aecreta  if-  arcana^  and  are  not  fit  to  descend  to  too  low, 
to  too  petty  matters,  or  private  interests.  Let  the  King 
bo  president  of  this  Council  himself,  not  so  much  by 
poraonal  presonoe  (but  only  in   great  and  weighty  af- 
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fairs)  ;  tliiiC  inity  overawe  the  board  too  much,  where  in 
CoiuiciU  there  should  be  a  freedom  of  discourse  and  of 
determiimtinn :  bub  in  pursuing;  tlie  actB  of  his  CouucU 
Uible.  Aud  I  do  heartily  wish  that  tha  Conncillora  thBcn- 
6«lvc«  would  be  so  advised  in  thoir  rcsohitiona,  that  they 
should  Tibver  b«  sudden,  but  that  all  things  there  pro- 
pounded Hiid  dfbated  one  day  should  be  revised  the  next, 
and  then  continnetl,  ur  alt^*red  upon  second  thoughta. 
Such  gravity  in  their  proceeding  would  nincb  bt'come 
the  honor  of  that  Hoard  ;  and  what  if)  thus  Ruttled  sliould 
not  be  ultepfd  again  but  upon  gi'eat  necessity. 

In  the  choice  of  Privy  Counc.iliora,  thns  much  only  iu 
the  general,  that  there  may  be  some  of  the  number  wlio 
are  sovnrally  versed  in  uU  knowledges,  for  their  better 
UAaisUuice  u{>uu  Cuuucils  of  that  nature;  aud  although 
to  some  peraons  of  great  birtli,  the  place  of  Princes  ^ 
Counsellors  may  be  bt?«towod  as  an  honor  unto  tbom,  yet 

enerally  the  motivu  should  be  the  Parts  of  the  man  and 

it  his  Person. 

IV.  The^  Negotiations  of  Ambassadors,  and  Treaties 
with  foreign  Princes  and  Estates,  tlie  subjtH.'^t  matter  of 
the  Treaty  must  guide  the  choice  of  the  personB  to  be 
cniployetl.  But  give  m«  Uwvt',  I  pray,  to  rumonihor  unto 
jou  the  constant  practice  of  that  famous  and  wiae  Lady 
Q.  Elisabeth  (who  was  very  liappy,  not  so  much  in  a 
numerouB  as  a  wise  Counsel  t<j  advise  her).  If  it  were 
an  Enibafiiiy  of  Gratulatiou  or  Triumph,  she  ever  made 
choice  of  a  person  of  honor  and  eminence  in  his  degree, 
who,  t4iking  the  timployinent  as  a  work  of  favor,  was 
willing  to  undertiiko  it  at  an  vAi&y  rate  for  the  expense  of 
the  Crown  (which  hath  not  often  been  so  of  later  times). 
But  if  it  were  upon  some  matter  of  importance  from  tba 
Stal*^,  there  were  always  employed  (at  least  joined  in 
the  Commission')  some  persons  of  gn*ut  judgment  and 

I  So  In  tb»  tiri^iiml.      SlioulJ  it  nol  bo  "  privy  V  " 

*  So  in  >)*•*  <.>ri^iiial.      It  ■hoiiltl  ji{i[M|renlly  bs  "  la  Uta." 

'  Tb«  <niiJ  of  the  pBr«nliir*>i)i  n  nut  uuirkotl  in  tlie  (ipiglOAl. 
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known  experience,  and  in  such  cases  men  over-gfeen  in 
years  were  never  the  principal  iigtjnts ;  yet  somo  yonnger 
men  wc-tb  joined  with  the  cider,  to  train  them  up  in  state 
affairs. 

V.  For  matter  of  war,  either  by  litiid  or  sea,  your  gra- 
cious Master  [ia]  bo  Buttled  in  his  jmlgineut  for  peace, 
aa  he  hath  cliosen  fotliis  Motto  that  pirt  of  our  S:iviour*a 
beatitudes,  Bvati  pactJicL  It  is  u  happiness  to  this  nation 
to  be  in  this  blossed  uouditinn ;  Gixt  send  we  surfeit  iit»t 
with  it ;  yut  I  nuisl  tftl  yon,  the  Imal  wny  to  onntinue  u 
i  Beoure  peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  a  war.  Security  is  an 
ill  guard  for  :i  Ivitif^iloui.  But  this  Kingiloni,  whuro  thu 
Sea«  are  our  Walls,  and  tite  Ships  our  Uulwurks,  where 
•afcty  and  plenty  {\ty  trade)  are  concomitant, it  were  both 
a  sin  and  a  shaint>.  to  neglect  the  ineanei  to  nttain  unto 
these  ends:  Let  brave  spirits  tliat  Imve  littetl  themselves 
forcDmniaud,  either  by  sea  or  by  land,  not  to^  be  laid  by, 
od  jMiraous  uuuecesaary  for  the  time :  let  Arms  and  Am- 
munition of  alt  HtjvUi  be  provided  and  ntored  up,  as  against 
a  day  of  battle  ;  let  the  ports  and  forts  be  fitted  so,  as  if 
by  the  next  wimi  we  should  hear  nf  iin  alarum  ;  sueh  a 
known  providi^ncn  is  the  surest  prot^'otion.  But  of  nil 
wars,  let  both  Prince  aud  Peoph*  pray  against  a  war  in 
our  own  buwiils.  The  King  by  lufl  wisdom,  justice,  and 
moderation  mu^b  furi'twM*  ;tnd  stop  such  a  storm,  and  if  it 
fall  must  allay  it,  and  the  people  by  their  obedience  must 
decline  it.  And  for  it  foreign  war  intended  by  an  inva- 
sion to  enlai^H  the  bounds  of  our*  Empire,  which  an* 
large  enough,  and  are  natunilly  bounded  with  the  octeun,  I 
have  no  opinion  either  of  the  justness  or  fitness  of  it,  and 
it  were  a  very  hard  nuitter  to  attempt  it  with  help*  of 
BUcceas,  seeing  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  believe  it  is 
not  legal  for  thum  to  be  enforced  to  go  beyond  the  seas 
without  their  own  consent,  upon  hopw  of  an  unwiirnmted 

1  Soia  orif^innl:  *'lo"  t>)iDtiM  be  Mrnrk  out. 

*  the  ori^\tt%\  liAA  "your/* 

<  So  In  ori^nal.    A  HiiipHni,  1  (htiik,  for  "  hope." 
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cou({ue«t.  But  to  rtittiat  an  invaiUug  enemy,  or  to  aup- 
prfj^-s  ri'bcls,  tlio  subject  iniiy  untl  must  \m  uuiiuiiiitKlfiJ 
out  of  tlie  counties  wheix*  they  inhabit.  The  whole  kiiig- 
<lom  ia  but  one  entire  body,  else  it  will  necesatirily  be 
rcrified,  which  elsewhere  waa  asserted,  7>«m  singuli  pwj- 

imitM^  omncs  vincimur, 

VI.  But  in  the  next  place  for  foreign  Plautationa  aiul 
Colimics  abroad,  thutH  ^  Vvoth  honorable  anil  profitable  to 
disbunien  the  land  of  sucli  inhabituuts  us  may  well  be 
8[Hired,  and  to  employ  their  labors  in  the  conquest  of 
Boine  foreign  parts  withimt  injury  to  the  natives.  Yet 
these  cautions  are  to  be  observed  in  these  undertakings. 

1.  That  uo  man  be  eum]>elled  to  sucli  an  employment ; 
for  that  were  a  banishment,  not  u  service  fit  for  a  free- 
man. 

2.  That  if  any  tninspUint  themselves  into  plantations 
abroad,  who  are  known  sdiisniaticks,  outlaws,  or  criminal 
persons,  that  they  may  be  seat  fur  back  upon  tlie  tirst 
notice :  Buch  persons  arc  not  fit  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
u  new  eolony. 

3.  To  make  no  extirpation  of  the  nativea  under  pre- 
tense of  planting  Heligiou :  God  surely  will  no  way  be 
pleased  with  snch  sacrifices. 

4.  That  the  pwipic  sent  thither  be  governed  according 
to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  whereof  they  are  and  stiU  must 
b<T  auhjvHits. 

5.  Tu  L'sLaUiHli  there  the  same  purity  of  Religion,  atul 
thi<  same  discipline  for  Church  government  without  any 
mixture  uf  IVpery  or  Annbaptiame  ;  leat  they  shuuld  be 
drawn  into  fuL'tiouH  and  schisnis,  imd  that  place  receive 
them  there  bad,  and  send  them  buck  worse. 

6.  To  employ  them  in  profiUible  trades  jutd  manufao- 
tares,  such  as  the  clime  will  best  ht,  and  such  as  may  be 
useful  to  this  Kingdom,  and  return  to  them  an  exchange 
of  things  necessary. 


vub.  n. 


t  Ha  in  ori|rlnal.     A  miitkkv,  I  rhiok,  for  *■  IC  b.*' 
11 
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7.  That  they  may  bft  furuished  and  instructed  for  the 
military  part,  ns  they  may  defend  themselves  ;  lest  on  a 
sudden  they  he  exposed  ms  ii  ])rey  to  »uine  other  nation, 
wlieii  they  Imve  titled  the  colony  ivr  tlieni. 

8.  To  order  a  tmde  thither,  and  thenoe,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  some  few  inei-chants  and  tradesmen,  under  color 
of  furnishing  the  colony  with  necessarios,  may  not  grind 
tliein,  BO  Hs  bhidl  always  keep  them  in  poverty. 

9.  To  plaue  over  them  such  Uovernora  as  may  be  quali- 
fied iu  Hueh  manner  as  may '  govern  the  pl:u:;c,  and  lay 
the  foundation  uf  a  new  kingdom. 

10.  That  eai-e  be  takeu  that  when  the  industry  of  on« 
man  hath  seuled  the  work,  a  new  man  by  insinuation 
or  misiii formation  may  not  supplant  him  without  a  just 
cause;  which  is  the  <liRcoiiragement  of  all  faitliful  en- 
deavors. 

11.  That  the  King  will  appoint  Commissioners  in  the 
nature  of  a  Council,  who  may  superintend  the  works  of 
this  nature,  ^uid  ro^rulate  what  concerns  the  colonies,  and 
give  an  accompt  thereof  to  the  King  or  to  his  Council  of 
stjit«. 

VH.  For  matter  of  Trade,  I  confess  it  is  out  of  my 
profession,  yet  in  that  I  shall  rnsike  a  conjecture  also,  and 
propound  some  things  to  you,  whereby  (if  I  am  not  much 
mistaken)  you  miiy  advance  the  good  of  your  country 
and  profit  of  your  Master, 

1.  Let  the  foundation  of  a  profitable  Trade  be  thus 
laidi  that  the  exportation  of  home  oommwlities  be  more 
in  value  than  the  importation  of  foreign,  so  we  shall  be 
sure  that  the  stocks  of  the  kingdom  shtill  yearly  increase, 
for  tJjcn  the  balance  i>(  tnuli>  mast  be  returnei]  in  money 
or  bullion. 

2.  In  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities,  let  not 
the  merchant  return  toys  and  vanities  (:is  sometimes  it 
was  elsewhere  Apes  und  Peacocks)  but  solid  merchandise, 
tirat  for  necessity,  next  for  pleasure,  but  not  for  luxury. 

1  So  in  ori^al.    It  nhonM  b«  *'  tlwj-  mir.'* 
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3.  Let  the  \'utiity  of  tlic  times  be  n^atrdintHl,  whioli 
the  neighborhood  of  other  iiaLions  huvti  iiiduond,  uud  wo 
strive  apiice  in  exceed  our  puttct-n  ;  let  Tanity  in  &]>• 
pnrel,  and  wliieh  is  mortt  raiik,  thut  of  tlie  fiisliion,  bu 
avoided.  I  have  heard  that  in  Spjiin  (a  grave  nation, 
wh<mi  in  this  I  wish  we  might  imitute)  they  do  allow 
the  plavera  antl  courtesana  tlie  vanity  of  rich  and  oustly 
cloatha,  but  to  anlwr  men  and  matrons  they  permit  it 
not,  uj>on  pain  of  infamy  (a  severer  punishment  upon  in- 
genious natures  than  a  pecuniary  mulct). 

4.  The  excess  of  diet  in  cciatly  meats  aud  drinks  fut 
from  beyond  Uie  seas  would  be  avoided ;  wise  men  will 
do  it  without  a  law.     I   would  there  might  be  a  Uiw  to 

itiiiin  fooU.  The  excess  of  wine  costs  the  kingilom 
loch,  and  returns  nothing  but  surfeits  and  disen»e«  : 
were  we  as  wise  as  easily  we  might  be,  within  a  yejir  or 
two  at  the  most,  if  we  wouM  noeds  be  drunk  with  wines, 
we  might  be  drunk  with  half  the  cost. 

5.  If  we  must  be  vain  and  saj>orfluous  in  laces  and 
embroideriefl  which  are  more  costlv  than  either  warm 
or  coinel}',  let  the  curiobity  be  the  manufacture  of  the 
natives:  then  it  should  not  be  verified  of  us  MnUriam 

tperahttt  opus. 

6.  lint  instead  of  <Tving  up  all  things  which  are  either 
brought  from  beyond  sea  or  wrought  here  by  the  hands 
of  strangers,  let  us  advjuu'e  the  native  commodilies  of 
our  own  kiog*lom,  and  employ  our  countrymen  before 
stmngors :  let  as  turn  tha  wools  of  tlie  land  into  deaths 
and  stuffs  of  our  own  growth,  anil  the  hemp  am)  tliix 
growing  hero  into  linen  cloth  and  cord^o  ;  it  would  set 
many  tlmusand  Imnds  on  work,  imd  thereby  one  shilling 
worth  of  the  materials  would  by  indnslry  be  multiplied 
to  five,  ten,  and  many  timea  to  twenty  time?*  moro  in  the 
valtm  being  wrought. 

7.  And  of  all  sort  of  thrift  for  the  public  gowi.  I 
would  above  all   others  commend   to  you^  Qiuv  ^'^  *^'*' 
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coarag^oment  to  be  given  to  Husbandry,  and  the  impror- 
ing  of  lands  for  tilhige:  theru  ia  no  fiueli  usury  us  this. 
The  Khig  cunnot  enhirge  the  bounds  nf  thi?Be  Iiihinds, 
whifh  mak(!  np  his  Knipire,  the  Ocean  being  the  unre- 
movnblc  whU  which  encloseth  thorn,  but  he  nmy  enlarge 
and  multiply  the  if^vi-iiue  thereof  by  this  honest  and 
harmlesa  wiiy  of  g<j<Hl  liUKbandry. 

8.  A  very  great  help  unto  Trtido  are  mivigablo  rivera, 
they  ivro  eo  niuny  indmfts  to  attain  wealth,  whert'by  *  art 
and  induHtry  let  thoni  be  innde,  but  let  thora  not  be 
turned  to  private  profit. 

9.  In  the  lust  place,  I  beseech  you  t^ike  into  your 
serious  oonsidoratinn  that  Indian  wealth,  which  this  isl- 
and and  the  seas  thermif  exuel  in,  the  hidden  and  rich 
treasure  of  Fishing.  Do  wi^  want  an  example  to  follow? 
I  may  truly  say  to  the  EngliHh,  go  to  the  pismire  thou 
sluggard.  1  need  not  expound  the  text ;  half  a  day's  sail 
with  a  go(Hl  wind  will  show  the  niineraU  and  the  miners. 

10.  To  reguhitu  all  thusu  it  will  be  wortiiy  the  care 
of  a  subordinate  Council,  to  whom  the  onlerlng  of  these 
things  may  be  committed,  and  they  give*  an  ncrj>mpt 
thereof  to  the  State. 

Vni.  Lastly,  for  the  affairs  of  Court,  you  are  much 
bettor  able  to  instruct  yourself  than  any  man  else  can, 
much  less  than  myself,  tvho  have  scarce  stept  within  the 
Court  g-ates  but  as  by  chance  and  at  the  moat  liS  a  stran- 
ger ;  yet  in  this  also,  T  shall  be  bold  to  tell  you  my 
thoughts. 

In  the  disposing  of  the  offices  and  affairs  of  Court,  the 
King  hath  a  latitude  for  his  affection,  which  in  matters 
touching  the  public  he  must  deny  to  himself:  Here  he 
is  more  properly  Pater/amilia*^  in  the  other  he  is  Pater 
PatriGP.  There  are  many  places  in  Court  which  a  mere 
formal  man  may  perform,  because  tlioy  are   but  as  the 

^  So  in  Uie  ori|(ifi*l.     I  Ihiuk  it  ^huuM  bu  "  wltcrefara  \ty.** 
*  So  inUwongitiat     (VobAblv  *'jiih1  lti«y  to  give,"  cic 
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fli'irices  of  a  privHte  family,  nnd  in  which  the  public  huth 
little  interf-8t.  Ami  yet  in  thfKP  the  clxiice  hiid  need  be 
of  honest  and  faithful  stTViints,  aa  well  as  of  comely  out- 
sides,  who  can  bow  the  knee  and  kiss  tlio  hand,  and  per- 
fornj  other  servicea  of  small  importance  compared  Uy  thi» 
of  public  employment.  King  Uavid  (Psalm  1*21)  pro- 
pounded a  rule  to  himself  for  the  choice  of  his  courtiers ; 
he  was  a  wise  and  a  gofxl  King,  and  a  wise  and  a  ^imkI 
Ktn|^  shall  do  well  tn  fciUuw  micli  a  goinl  example,  and  if 
he  Ond  any  tu  be  faulty  (which  perhaps  cannot  suddenly 
be  diwoTcred)  let  him  t^ike  on  his^  this  resolution,  as 
King  David  did.  There  shall  no  deaeitful  pernon  dwfll  in 
my  house.  But  for  such  tis  shall  bear  office  in  the  King's 
house,  and  muniige  ihe  expenstss  thereof,  it  is  much  more 
requiait*)  to  make  a  good  choice  cf  such  servants  both  for 
his  thrift  and  fur  his  honor. 

For  your  part,  I  shall  wish  that  you  would  not  inter- 
pose yourself  much  iu  these  things,  which  arc  property 
for  the  officers  of  the  Household  ;  that  may  draw  too 
much  envy  upon  you.  and  this  would  be  too  lew  for  your 
thoughts  (who  will  find  enough  to  busy  you  about  of  a 
higher  nature}  :  Yet  this  will  very  well  become  you  and 

ur  giMUTal  trust,  not  to  suffer  the  King  to  be  too  much 

used,  when"  your  vigihince  can  prevent  it.  Hut  then 
the  way  of  doing  it  would  be  thus,  to  advertise  the  King 
of  the  defects,  and  then  himself  Uy  find  (hem  out,  nither 
HH  if  it  wt're  by  lu'cident,  than  as  prompted  unto  it. 

In  Court  there  are  also  some  other  requisites,  which  in 
their  seasons  may  Iw  thought  uj)on ;  besides  tlie  serious 
affairs  pt-rtaining  to  government,  which  are  many  :  Mat- 
ter  of  pastime  and  disport  are  Bt  in  their  seasons,  but  if 
they  shall  bo  too  common  they  will  lose  their  repute,  and 
become  arguments  of  lightnesft  rather  thait  of  recreation. 
Where  tlieru  is  a  Queen  and  Lady'-'  of  Honor  attending 
her  peivon,  sometimes  to  entertuin  them  with  Revels  and 


I  80  In  origin*).     1  tuiifxiMi  "take  on  bim." 
*  Sn  in  tb*  orlji(inal.    It  alinijil  af>pimiily  In 
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Masks,  lire  oriinments  i\t  for  a  Court.  Otherwiae  for  a 
King  or  h  young  Prince  wliu  are  active  (nnd  to  be  so 
i-ummenils  tlii*ni)^  BjiurtB  itbraul.  anil  of  mur»  innnly  and 
Qseful  deportment,  as  riding  ilm  grt-ut  liurse,  tlie  Tilt,  tlie 
Barriers,  the  IVnuts,  etc.,  Bi'e  moru  conmicndablc.  Hut 
neither  in  jettt  or  earnest  mast  there  be  countenance  or 
ear  given  to  flutterera  or  By(-i>|ilinnts,  tlie  bane  of  all 
Courts.  They  are  flies  ^vho  will  nut  only  buzz  about  in 
every  ear,  but  will  blow  and  corrupt  every  place  wliere 
they  light. 

Sir,  I  cannot  flatter,  I  htive  dealt  plaljdy  aud  clenrly 
with  you,  according  to  the  freedom  ynu  Imvu  been  pleased 
to  afford  me.  I  have  but  a  word  (»r  two  more  to  trouble 
you  with. 

You  serve  a  gracious  Master  »nd  a  gr»<>d,  and  there  is 
a  noble  and  a  hopeful  Prince,  whom  yuit  must  not  dis- 
serve. Adore  not  him  as  the  rising  sun  in  such  a  rncKs- 
ure.  as  that  you  put  a  jeahmny  into  the  father,  who  riiised 
you  ;  nor  out  of  the  conftdmce  you  liave  in  the  father  s 
affections,  muke  not  yourself  siLsjiet-ted  of  the  son  ;  keep 
an  espial  iintl  a  fit  distance,  so  may  y<ui  be  serviceable  to 
both,  and  dest'rvedly  be  in  the  fuvor  of  Ixjtiu 

If  you  tind  in  these,  or  in  any  otlier  your  observations 
(which  dcHibtless  are  much  better  tlian  thi'se  loose  ctillec- 
tions)  anything  which  you  would  have  either  the  father 
or  the  s<m  to  take  to  heart,  an  itdmonitiuu  from  a  dead 
author,  or  a  oiiveat  from  an  impartial  pen,  whoiie  aim 
neither  was  nor  can  be  taken  to  be  at  any  particular  by 
design,  will  prevail  more  an<l  tnkf  Ix'ttnr  impression  than 
a  downrigiit  ailvice,  wiru-h  ]>erhaps  may  bo  mistaken,  as 
if  it  were  spoken  magiHterially. 

Thus  may  you  long  live  a  happy  instrument  for  your 
King  and  Country:  you  shall  not  be  a  meteor,  or  a  bhiz> 
ing  star,  but  ateila  fiza^  happy  here„  and  moi-e  happy 
hereafter.  Dent  manu  swi  U  ducats  thats  the  hearty 
prayer  of, 

Your  most  obliged  Servant. 
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B  In  the  only  cnpy  ttf  this  tmct  which  I  liuvu  seen  I  can 
'  fiml  no  tr:u!t«fl  tif  uiiy  si^nitluro;  but  iia  ii  gwHl  deul  of  tlio 
'edge  has  been  cut  otT  in  thu  biiiiiiiig  I  cannot  tm  sute 
Bthut  thtsre  novi^r  w:ks  onu.  The  tille-pagu  (which  I  havo 
Himt  reproduceii)  informs  us  thut  it  Wiw  printdd  in  lijfil, 
Bfor  R.  H.  und  H.  U.  and  WiW  to  b«  gold  ut  Westminster 
Bund  tiiu  Itoyul  Exclmn^* ;  nnd  that  it  had  never  beun 
Bp**'"*^***!  hf-fore, 

B      I   hiivn  not  ooiT»cted  any  word  iu  it  without  notice 
Botin  the  BpvUing,  the  punctuation,  and  theewploymtinl 

kof  capital  letters.  I  have  nspd  my  own  judgment.     It  is 
not  prnbiible  that  iho  H|KflliTig  of    llio   print  reprcsenta 
tluit  of  the  nriginal  imuiuscript :  it  cumefl  so  neiir  to  the 
innKlem  form,  that  I  have  no  duubt  it  was  nmdorniaed  by 
Ithe  print<;r  and  wpresiMita  tlio  ordinary  ottlioKraphy  of 
|1<j6L     And  ua   fur  punctuation   and   capitals,  tltey  aro 
[gnvern»xl  by  no  principle  of  any  kind,  and  would  bt*  v«iry 
luniroutli  and  i^wrpU'xing  to  iho  rviuler  of  a  modern  book. 
The  other  veruion  w»w  first  printed,  I  believe,  iu  the 
ICabala  in  1603,  and  is  much  pnhir^cd  and  altered.     But 
Inothing  is  known  about  cithor  more  than  can  be  gathered 
(from  tbemBi?lv»*8.     Among  Bacon's  own  papers  thore  is 
no   trace  of   anv  suoh   componition.      It  is   not   noticed 

(either  by  Rawloy  or  Tojiison;  and  if  the  thing  itself  had 
not  been  preserved,  we  should  have  had  no  reiuion  to  sup- 
pose that  any  such  corrHSpoudcmMr  had  piissed.  But  it 
agrees  v«ry  well  with  the  known  reUition  iKstweon  tlie  two 
tnen  when  they  first  became  aoqnaint^tl ;  aud  it  is  easier 
hy  imagine  Ba<'on's  motives  for  keoping  it  ])rivato  at  that 
time  tlian  to  fijid  another  man  to  wh<im  it  could  be  prob- 
ably attributed.  At  wliat  time  or  times  the  second  ver- 
rftton  wjis  i!<>mp(Me*l,  and  with  what  object  —  wlmthor  to 
[providd  a  haiuirtomo  occiision  for  rvmindinn  Villiera  of 
ktbe  connsid  formerly  given,  or  to  turn  it  into  a  specimen 
t  treatise  de  nfi/otiif  r/.-nrnrfiw,  or  simply  to  satisfy  the 
ldesln<  a  man  somi^times  feela  to  complete  an  un(inishi-d 
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or  amend  an  imperfect  work  uf  hi8  own  batidB,  —  must 
be  left  to  conjiHJture.  Any  uf  tbese  motives  may  have 
lod  Hacon  to  take  it  up  at  any  time,  and  work  it  out  ac- 
cording U)  its  ofiginal  form  and  intention. 

Anotlier  of  tlie  moat  valuable  of  Bacon's  ocaiflitjnal 
works  —  Ilia  propnAitiun  to  thts  Kinj^  toui;hing  tUe  com- 
piling and  amendment  of  the  laws  of  En^rland  — l>eiong3 
to  the  period  bctwuen  June,  llilO,  and  Mai'cli,  1616-17. 
At  what  exact  time  within  that  ]>uriod  it  was  written  or 
presented.  1  do  not  know  how  to  determine.  It  may 
hrtve  iKJcn  a  work  of  tlie  Long  Viication,  or  it  may  have 
been  presented  as  a  Kew  Year's  gift.  But  no  date  is 
needed  to  aeeount  for  or  explain  it.  Indued,  it  may  bo 
doubted  whether  it  ought  to  be  classed  lunong  the  "ois 
casional  works  "  at  all ;  for  the  occasion  to  which  it  ad- 
dresses itself  wits  coextensive  with  his  adult  life.  Since 
he  was  a  man  tliere  had  been  no  time  which  did  not  fur- 
nish oecasiim  for  the  desire,  if  not  the  endeavor,  tu  see 
the  laws  of  England  digested  into  an  intelligible  and 
manageable  co<le.  In  his  lirst  speech  in  ParliiLmpnt  of 
which  we  have  any  detiuleil  report  (2ti  February,  15'J2- 
93),  though  its  business  was  to  8upf>ort  a  motion  fur 
supply,  lie  took  ocnision  from  a  remark  droj»pt'd  bj'  the 
Lord  Keeper  on  the  multiplicity  of  the  existing  laws,  to 
enlarge  (in  terms  which,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from 
the  im|M»rfeet  i-eport,  were  substantially  the  same  as  lh« 
commencement  of  this  paper)  upon  the  importam^t  of 
r*rdueing  and  abridging  tlieni.^  In  his  **  Promua  of  Fol^. 
niularies  and  El(?givni:ies,"  which  wtts  Itegun  at  the  eoin- 
niencement  of  the  Christmns  vacation  of  1694,  we  find 
among  other  quotations,  applicable,  though  not  com- 
plimentjiry,  to  the  condition  <if  the  law,  the  following 
note  :  "  Jurittc^msulti  dovtuSi  oraetilum  civHatiji  ;  now 
as  ambiguous  as  oracles,'^  A  few  weeks  after,  in  the 
playful  device  which  he  contributed   to  the  Christmaa 
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r«»vt»la  nt  Gr;iy'»  Inn,  be  j>ut  tlu*  suino  topic  into  th*s 
mouth  of  one  of  tI(t-'councLUor»of  the  IVmce  of  Purpoole, 
whose  jiart  was  in  *"  adv'iHe  virtup  and  n  graniona  govern- 
mont."  *'  ThL'h  louk  into  the  state  of  y«iui*  laws  aiiJ  jus- 
tice of  your  land  :  purge  out  multiplicity  of  luws :  clear 
tiie  incortjiiiity  of  tliom  :  repeal  those  tliut  are  snitring  ; 
and  press  the  execution  of  those  Cliat  are  wliotesoine  ;ind 
nt-«<'ssnry  :  dt^finu  the  jurisdtctioiL  of  your  courts :  "  *  fU\ 
In  Janmiry,  lo'J6-i)T,  he  d<-'dical4.*d  to  Queen  EUmlietU 
the  Urat  sample  of  his  "Maxims  of  the  Law,"  —  a  coUec- 
lion  of  thr  princip:!]  Kuh^s  and  (tI'ouiuIs  of  l/.iw  disperst^d 
thri.ni){h  tho  whole  bcnly  of  deculed  cases — a  cnllection 
which  he  meant  to  l>e  his  great  contribution  to  the  science 
of  his  profoasion.  iind  a  principal  nnxilinry  in  the  work  of 
law  irform  ;  and  again  in  his  dediciititin  took  occasion  to 
ma^iify  the  imporUmce  and  beneficence  of  that  work. 
*•  But  I  am  un  unworthy  witness  to  your  Majesty  of  a 
lii^her  intention  ami  prtjject,  both  by  that  which  was 
published  by  your  Chancellor  in  full  Parliament  from 
your  royal  mouth  in  tin*  Hvi»-aml  tliirtieth  of  your  happy 
reign/*  —  this  was  tlie  piisHage  to  which  he  liad  alluded 
in  his  Kpeech  in  Parliament,  on  thn  26th  of  February, 
1.VJ2— *JiJ,  —  '*  and  much  more  in  tlmt  which  I  have  since 
Kvn  vouchsafed  to  understand  from  your  Majt'sty,  im- 
porting a  purpose  for  ihose  many  years  infused  in  your 
Majesty's  breast,  to  enter  into  a  j^eneral  amendment  of 
the  atute  id  your  laws,  and  tu  nnluee  them  to  more  brev- 
ity and  oertainty;  that  tho  groat  hollowuessand  unsitfety 
in  assurances  of  lands  and  pKtds  may  bn  Htren^tbened ; 
tite  armring  penalties  that  lie  upon  n^any  subjects  re- 
moved ;  the  execution  of  many  profitable  laws  revived  ; 
the  juJg"  better  direfted  in  hLs  Henteme  ;  tlu'  cinnrtellor 
Ijotter  wivrrarit*'d  in  bin  counst'l  ;  the  student  eased  in  bJH 
reading  ;  the  cooLentiouH  suitor  titat  seekMtli  but  vuxulion 
disarmed,  and  the  honest  suitor  that  seekuth  but  Co  ob- 
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tain  h'la  righfc  relievcti :  which  purpose  aiiJ  intention, 
it  did  strike  mu  witli  great  adminitiun  when  I  heard  it, 
80  it  must  be  uvkiiuwlod^^ed  to  be  onu  uf  ttie  most  I'-lioeen 
workft,  of  highest  merit  and  boneficeiice  towards  the  sul>- 

jeott  that  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  any  king 

und  as  it  is  no  doubt  a  fnfcious  need  sown  in  your  Maj- 
tfaty's  heart  by  the  hands  of  (lixl's  di%in«  niajeaty,  so  I 
liO]>e  in  the  maturity  of  your  own  times  it  will  come  up 
and  beitr  fruit"  On  this  '2Slh  uf  March,  1607,  speaking 
in  the  IJtmseof  Commons  on  the  bencfita  that  wouUl  fol- 
low a  nnion  of  hiwa  butTVL-en  England  and  Scotland,  he 
obsei-ved  that  the  mi.>aus  to  tlio  work  would  be  as  evad- 
lentas  thu  work  itawU :  **  for  if  both  laws  shall  bt?  united, 
it  is  of  nwjeasity  for  preparation  and  imJucement  there- 
unto that  our  own  laws  be  reviewed  and  ri*compiliHl: 
than  tlie  whicli  I  think  there  c;innot  le  a  work  that  his 
Mujfsty  ean  nmlertake  in  these  his  times  of  peivre,  more 
politic,  more  honorable,  nor  more  benefK-ial  to  his  sub- 

jirtits  in  all  ages For  this  continual  heaping  up 

laws  without  digosting  them  maketh  but  a  elmi3a  and 
confusion*  and  turneth  the  la\v*s  many  times  to  l>econie 
but  snares  for  the  people,  as  was  well  said,  J'lutft  tu^tf.r 
eos  laqueos :  non  sunt  autfin  pejores  lo'^uei  quam  laquei 
leffum.  And,  therefore^  tins  work  1  estuem  to  be  indeetl 
n  work  (rightly  to  term  it)  herolcal^  and  that  which,  if  I 
might  live  to  see,  I  would  not  desire  to  live  after,"  On 
the  '28th  of  July,  1G08,  in  a  sheet  of  private  memoranda 
concerning  **  Policy,"  we  find  these  :  — 

"Persuade  the  King  in  glory,  aurta  cjrtdet  t<ecula, 
"  New  laws  tti  be  compounded  and  collected  :  lawgiver 
perpetuus  princeps.'^ 

The  next  day,  *^  the  recompiling  of  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land "  is  set  down  in  a  list  of  his  own  "  services  on  foot." 
And  it  was  probably  in  pursuance  of  the  design  here  in- 
dicated that  he  addressed  or  thought  f>f  addressing  a  let>> 
ter  to  the  King,  o[  which  all  wo  liave  and  all  we  know  is 
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tbe  nnfinished  flruft  which  foUown ;  and  the  divt^  must 
remftin  alto^vther  imceiialD,  becAuse  such  a  It^tter,  refer- 
ring iia  it  does  to  a  subject  which  wiw  mnx*r  iibsent  from 
bis  thcmghtft,  might  have  been  begon  at  any  time. 

"  May  it  fleasb  Youn  Majesty, — Thinking  often. 
Its  I  ought,  of  your  MiijeBty*B  virtue  and  fortujto,  1  Jo 

observe,  not  witlxjut  miiniratiini,  tliat  tbosi-  fivil  acta  i»f 
sovereignty  wliirh  ait*  of  Uio  greatest  nierit,  and  Uhto- 
fore  of  truest  glory,  are  by  tbe  providence  of  God  mani- 
festly put  into  your  bands,  as  a  chosen  vessel  to  receivtf 
from  Genl,  and  an  excellent  instrument  to  work  amongst 
mRn,  thu  best  and  noblest  things.  The  highest  d^reo 
of  sovereign  b<inor  la  to  be  tlie  founder  of  a  kingdom  or 
I'sUiti^;  Cor  as  in  the  uct«  of  God  the  crt-ation  is  more 
than  the  conservation,  and  aa  aniongat  men  the  birthday 
is  arcotmte*]  th*'  chicft'st  nf  the  days  of  life,  so  tf>  found 
a  kingduin  is  inuit*  worthy  than  to  augment  or  to  admin- 
ister the  same.  And  this  is  an  honor  that  no  man  can 
take  from  ymr  SlaJHsty,  tlial  the  day  of  your  coming  to 
the  crown  of  Knghiiid  woh  an  the  birthday  of  the  king- 
dom intire  Britain.  The  next  degree  of  sfjvereign  honor 
is  the  plunt^itioii  of  a  country  or  territory,  and  the  reduo 
tion  of  a  nation  from  \vu»le  8oil  and  barbarous  manners 
to  a  civil  populatifm.  And  in  this  kind  also  your  Majesty 
hiith  niaile  a  fair  and  prouperous  beginning  in  your  ivalni 
of  Irtiland.  Tho  third  ciiitiii^iit  act  of  Bovereignty  is  to 
be  a  lawgiver;  whereof  he  speaketh. 

Pace  datA  terris,  animum  ad  oivilia  vertit 
Jura  suum,  legesquo  tulit  juAtissimus  autlior. 
And  another  saith,  Kcquld  est,  quod  tam  propria  dici 
potest  actum  ejus  qui  togatna  in  republic^  cum  poteatato 
impirriftque  versatur,  quam  lex?  Quiur©  acta  Gracchi, 
leges  Seinproniro  proferentur :  qnasre  Syllie,  Corneliiu 
Qnid  ?  Cneii  Pomjieii  tcrtius  consulntus  in  qnibus  nrlin 
oonBistit '?     Ncmpc  legibus.     A  Cai^ru  ipMo  hi  quu^ret^s 
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qnidnain  egtaset  in  urbe  et  toga,  Ivges  multag  se  i^espon- 
deat  et  pra^hinut  tulme.'* 

In  the  Pttrliament  of  161-1,  among  tlie  Bills  of  Grace 
iiffured  to  the  houses,  whs  "  an  act  giving  authority  toj 
certain  Commissioners  tn  ifview  the  state  of  penal  laws, 
to  tile  end  that  each  :i9  art>  obsolete  and  snaring  may  hi* 
repealed,  and  such  as  aro  fit  to  continue  and  coni^m  ouc' 
mutter  mny  be  reduced  resptwtivoly  into  one  clear  form 
of  law."  It  wiw  brought  in  by  Bacon  and  read  a  first 
time  on  the  2d  of  May.  Upon  the  preinaturo  dissolu- 
tion of  that  Parliament,  he  urged  the  King  (his  imsitioa 
giving  him  then  iiioru  op[jortunities  of  offering  iidvice)  to 
appoint  Commissioners  aceordlngly,  who  might  prepare 
bills  for  the  next  I'arHament ;  to  set  on  foot  at  onee  a  re- 
vision and  exjmrgation  of  the  "Year  books,"  which  con- 
tained the  history  of  the  hiw  for  the  time  pjist,  and  at 
the  Biime  time  tt>  appoint  i^omjwUint  re|H>rtfi'8  of  all  legal 
ctutes  for  the  lime  to  cnnm.  And  now  on  his  further  rise 
to  the  dignity  of  a  Frivy  Councillor  In;  makes  it  his  first 
volantiiry  service  to  draw  attention  to  tbe  subject  one© 
moiv,  entering  more  particularly  into  u  consideration  of 
the  measures  to  be  taken. 

Like  other  of  his  greater  projects  for  the  benellt  of 
mankind,  it  was  well  meant  and  well  aimed,  rather  than 
buecvssfid.  But  subsequent  history,  if  it  shows  tbat  his 
]»ei-suasious  and  endeavors  produce  little  elTect  in  the 
way  of  remedy,  shows  likewise  how  much  that  very  rem- 
wly  was  wanted,  and  how  much  the  disease  luia  been 
aggravated  and  made  more  ditlicuU  to  deid  witU  by  the 
postponement  of  it.  One  advantage  there  ia,  Indeed, 
which  modiM'n  law-refoi'mi«r9  enjoy  over  their  predeces- 
sors in  tins  matter,  —  a  universal  feeling  that  the  remedy 
must  be  postponed  no  longer.  If  the  tusk  is  heavier  than 
it  was  in  Bacon's  time,  the  forces  at  our  cj)ram:ind  nre 
great<T.     Instend  of  a  single  councillor  tn    urge,  and  a 
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single  kiug  with  an  empty  exchequer  to  provide  inuans, 
we  have  now  bU  tho  highest  oHic^ers  of  State  and  Law, 
Tfilh  the  full  Ktijipui't  uf  both  hiuiwL's  of  I'ai*li;inient,  of 
the  l*rpsH,  and  of  the  pettple,  »*ecognizing  the  par.iinotint 
importance  of  tUe  work,  und  seriously  bent  on  getting  it 
done.  We  may  fairly  hope,  therefore,  that  iu  the  eoursi- 
of  another  generuiion  ov  two  the  obstructions  will  be 
withdrawn  or  over-ridden^  and  the  work  accomplished. 
Wtienever  that  shall  be,  the  crixlit  will  of  course  go  to 
the  man  who  happens  to  be  most  conspicuous  among 
those  who  are  in  the  lield  when  it  is  won.  But  when  its 
history  is  written,  there  will  remain  on  record  a  remark- 
abb;  testimony  to  the  value  of  this  early  contribution  of 
fiatuin's  to  the  cause.  For  when,  on  the  0th  of  March, 
18:16,  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel,  then  Home  Seci-etiiry, 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill  for  the  oonsolidation 
uf  thtt  laws  relating  to  theft,  he  askud  permission  to  use 
this  very  pa|>er  for  the  preface  of  Iuh  speech,  as  compris- 
ing in  a  short  compttsa  every  iirgnnieiit  that  oould  be 
cited  in  favor  of  the  measure  Ue  proposed  to  introduoe, 
and  BntiHfactorily  confuting  every  objection  that  could  be 
brought  iigntnst  it.  **  The  lapsi!  of  two  hundred  and  Hfty 
years  has  increased,"  he  said,  "  the  nucessity  of  the  meas- 
ure which  Lord  Bacon  then  proposed,  but  it  has  pro- 
duced no  arguuifut  in  fa\or  of  the  principle,  no  objection 
adverse  to  it,  which  he  did  not  anticipate." 

We  left  Sir  E<iwai-d  ('ok«  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Long  Vacation,  temporarily  suspeiidud  from  the  exercise 
of  his  ofHco  of  Chief  Juslice,  and  ifrdorod  to  review  his 
Keports,  to  correct  anything  in  them  that  he  might  find 
reijuiring  correction,  and  to  commuuicate  the  result  pri- 
vat<»ly  to  the  King. 

A  few  days  before  the  beginning  of  the  noxt  term,  the 
King  directed  the  Lonl  Chancellor  and  the  Attorney 
Gen4*ral  to  cail^  upon  him  for  an  account  of  what  ha 
had  done.     iJn  the   2d  of  OL*tt»ber  he  appeared   before 
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tbein,  and  the  following  luttor  gives  their  report  of  what . 
passed:  — 

IBEUORD  CHJlNCELIjOR  AND   THE  ATTORNEy   GENEUAl^ 

to  the  king. 

It  may  please  yoitk  most  excellent  Majesty, — 
This  monnng,  according  to  your  Majesty's  coiomaudo 
ment,  we  have  had  my  Lord  Chiof  Justice  of  the  King's 
Bench  before  us,  we  be.inj^  asRJsted  by  all  your  learned 
counsel,  except  Serjeant  C'rew,  wlio  wits  then  gone  to  at- 
tend your  Majesty.  It  was  delivered  unto  Uiro,  that 
your  Majesty's  pleasure  wiui,  that  we  nhoutd  receive  an 
account  from  him  of  the  performance  of  a  oommanil- 
ment  of  your  Majesty  hiid  ujwn  him,  which  was  that  he 
sliould  eutt  r  into  a  view  an<l  rctmctation  of  such  novel- 
ties and  errors  and  offensive  conceits  as  were  dispersed 
in  his  Reports;  that  he  had  hud  good  time  to  du  it; 
and  we  rloubbed  not  but  he  had  used  good  endeavor  lu 
it,  wliicL  wu  desired  now  in  particular  to  receive  fiom 
him. 

}{is  speech  was,  that  there  were  of  his  Reports  eleveu 
books  that  contained  about  live  hundred  cases:  that  here- 
tofore in  other  Reports,  as  namely  those  of  Mr.  Plowdeu 
(whicli  ho  reverenced  much)  tliere  hath  been  found  nev- 
ertlieless  errors  which  the  wisdom  of  time  had  discovered'' 
and  later  judgments  contrulied ;  and  enumerated  to  us  four 
cases  in  Plowden  which  were  erroneous  ;  and  there(i|x»u 
delivered  in  to  us  the  inclosed  pai>er,  wherein  your  Maj- 
esty may  perceive  that  my  Ix>rd  is  an  happy  man,  that 
there  should  be  no  more  errors  in  his  five  hundred  chscs 
than  in  a  few  cases  of  Plowdeu.  Your  Majesty  may  also 
perceive  that  your  Majesty's  direction  to  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  myself,  luul  the  tmvail  taken  by  us  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  in  followiug  and  performing  your  direction,  was 
not  altogether  lost;  for  that  of  those  three  he-ads  which 
wu  priucipally  respected,  which  were  the  rights  aud  liber- 
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ties  of  tho  church,  your  prerog;ittYef  and  the  jurisdiction 
of  other  your  courts,  niy  Lord  hath  scjircely  fallen  upon 
any  exoi'pt  it  be  tho  Prince's  aists  whicli  also  yot  soemeth 
to  stAiid  but  upon  tliu  grammatical  of  French  and  Latin. 

My  Lord  d'u\  rIbo  [qindify']  his  proinist!,  which  your 
Majp»ty  shall  iind  in  the  end  of  his  writing,  thua  Lir  in  :i 
kind  of  common-place  or  Uieflis,  that  tt  vroa  ein  for  a  man 
to  go  against  hia  own  conscience,  tlinugh  ertxmrou*,  ex- 
(H^pt  hia  oonscience  Iw  61-st  informed  and  satifitied. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  in  tlie  conclusion  signified  to  my 
Lord  Coke  your  Miijcsty's  commandment,  (hat  until  re- 
port made  and  your  ple^tsure  Uiereupfin  known  he  shall 
forbear  his  sitting  at  Westminster,  etc.,  not  restraining 
novertheless  any  other  exercise  of  his  place  of  Chief  Jus* 
tice  in  private. 

Thus  having  performed,  to  the  best  of  our  understand- 
iiJg*  your  royal  cominandinent,  we  rest  over 

Your  Majesty's  mo»t  hiithful,  :uiil 

most  bounden  servants. 

This  joint  letter  appears  to  have  been  accompanied 
Tvith  another  from  Bacon  either  to  the  King  or  VtlUers, 

ill  which  he  rtvomniended  the  course  to  be  now  taken  in 
the  mutter.  Hut  this  has  unluckily  been  lost,  and  the 
Hubstance  of  tho  advice  can  only  be  gathered  imperfectly 
from  the  King's  remarks  in  answer.  A  loss  mueh  to  be 
r^rett4*d  ;  fur  the  qiiesti<]n  was  important  and  diftlcult. 
Up  to  this  point  Coke  bad  been  dealt  with  cautiously 
and  prudnnlly.  The  acts  previously  selected  for  censure 
had  been  acts  of  aggression,  obstruotion,  and  disturbance. 
Having  been  cAlled  oD  to  justify  them  before  the  Council, 

1  Tbore  ii  Du  word  between  *'  aUo  "  uid  "  bii "  iu  Uie  MS.  Birch,  dndiog  iha 

MBtpi*'-  i.  ■-''-.  r.  put  in  "  ffiTe,"  without  nollcn  ;  nnd  "my  Lord  did  nl*o 

'1  give  '  luM  tMifii  the  nudicff  in  aU  xJitJunH  Binc«.     1  »li*  n«>t  llunk  if 

Ibm  tf  „         >>rd.     1  tisve  Kubslitulrd  "quAlify," — not  at  bviiig  protiaMy 

BKon'«  own  nun),  tor  I  think  it  more  prubftble  that  HV«nl  h*v*  ilropjitd  oui* 

—  tnt  u  giving  what  wu  probtblj  tb«  tuue. 
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and  failed,  he  had  been  brought  to  acquiesce  (however 
iingraoidiisly)  in  an  oi'der  timt  tbiry  ithduM  nut  bo  ro* 
pealed  ;  and  bo  f;tr  tlie  wound  was  hwiled.  The  **  novel- 
ties, errors,  and  olTvnsivc  cont'Otta  di.siK*r*C4l  in  bis  K*v 
ports"  w<*ru  nior«  difficult  to  de;il  with,  being  expreasiona 
of  opinion  oit  prjints  uf  Inw,  and  Coke's  opinions  in  siicb 
mutterii  being  lik^dy  to  outweij^b  in  pupiitar  estimation 
those  of  nny  antbority  wlio  might  undertake  to  censure 
them.  That  eiToneous  opinions  publislu'd  in  a  book 
luiyht  be  a  Ht  subject  of  censure  and  punishment  wtiuld 
not,  I  suppose,  ha%'e  been  disputed.  The  offense  of  Di\ 
Cowell,  wliieli  cnu-setl  such  excitement  in  thi'  House  of 
Commons  in  ItJlO,  was  quite  analogous,  only  th:it  it  came 
from  tile  other  side.  Or.  Cowell,  Regius  Professnr  of 
Ciril  Law  in  the  Univei-aity  of  C'Hinbrui^e,  having  pub- 
lished a  law-dictionary, — a  book  professing  to  set  forth 
the  true  meaning  of  all  words  used  in  legal  writings, — 
was  found  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  some  of  his 
dednitions  to  have  exftressed  or  implied  opinions  incon- 
sistent with  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Coke,  having  published!  reports  of  a  number  of  cases 
decided  in  the  courts  of  hiw,  wjis  found  by  the  King,  tho 
Archbishop,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  have  set  down 
as  law  doctrines  inconsistent  with  the  righta  nf  the 
Crown,  the  Church,  and  tho  Courts.  Dr.  Cowell's  dic- 
tionary hnd  been,  at  the  instjince  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, by  authority  of  the  King,  iniinodiaUdy  and  per- 
emptorily suppressed.  Coke  whs  treat*?d  more  respect- 
fully, liefore  any  objection  was  made,  opportunity  was 
given  him  to  correct  or  withdraw  anything  objectiona- 
ble. But  when  he  bad  corrected  everything  that  he 
found  amiss,  there  still  remained  many  passages  to  which 
it  was  thought  that  just  objection  might  be  taken:  and 
the  question  was  how  these  were  to  be  dealt  with. 

From  the   King's  reasona  —  as  n-portcd  by  Villiers  in 
tho  following  lotter —  for  disliking  Bacon's  advice  I  gatluT 
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tlmfc  lie  hw\  suggentcU  a  ooiii'se  similAi*  to  tliiit  whicli  he 
HrJ  advised  in  tlii?  ciise  of  (he  Coinim»niIiirns  An<\  tho  Prte- 
muoirc:  a  declaration  of  the  wlioU*  cn^u  before  tlie  Cdufi- 
oU,  in  tho  presence  pn)b»bly  of  tho  Judgrs,  followed  by 
n  fornwil  upplientlon  for  their  upinioii  uml  lulvice.  Suoh 
H  pn»ct.*v*(Jing  would  iit  ivny  rate  hiive  k-ft  no  ruoin  fur 
doabt  as  to  the  true  grounds  upon  which  the  action  wiut 
taken  ;  and  if  tin*  advicu  of  thi«  Council  hati  bet-n  fret*ly 
gis'en  and  duly  followed*  it  might  have  carried  w*^ight 
enough  to  bi*ar  out  the  conclusion,  even  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  and  even  though  it  implied  that  Coke  in  his 
own  sfKx-ial  province  was  not  infallible,  hesa  tluui  thiu 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  outweigh  tho  obvious  popu- 
lar presumption  that  he  wis  jwiyirig  the  penalty  of  his 
virtue.  Thu  King,  however,  profi'rrod  to  t'tke  a  more 
summary  course* and  directed  Villiers  to  return  Bacon 
the  following  answer  :  — 


To  luv  UifniT  HoMniAuti:  Srk  Fri\Ncift  Bacijn,  Kst.,  His 
MxjcAiy'fl  Aftoknkv  GKxr.RAi..  and  or  nut  md.ht  noNoitA- 
VLK  Privy  Cocs'cil. 

Sib,  —  t  hiivc  acquiLiiHed  bifi  AIujuKty  with  my  Lonl  ChaiiceU 
ior'ii  and  your  report  touching  my  Lonl  Coke  a*  al**o  with  your 
opinion  Ihcvein;  which  hiit  Mt^'cHy  <]olb  dislike  for  tht-M  three 
'JM :  firftt-,  lic'c-iWic  that  liy  ihU  oourM)  you  pro[K>uiid  the  pro- 
fteSM  cannot   have  a  Wj^iuuing    till  aHer  h'w  M»j'?9ty'6  return, 
which  how  long  it  may  Isftt  af^or  no  man  koowcih ;  he  there- 
fore thinkctli  ir  too  lon^  ntid  uncertain  a  rielity  to  kei*p  the  Uttich 
*<o  lonx  vutti  tVuin  u  Cliiel'JuHliee.     Stteoiidly.  ulihuugh  his  Miy- 
rsty  did  n^e  tin*  C«>unnrfl  ai|\ici?  in  dealing  with  the  Chief  .lu«- 
lic«  upon  hitt  other  miK<lc-tnBiMioni,  yd  he  wuuhl  Ik<  luth  tu  Itisnen 
hii  prtirogultvc  \n  making  tlie  Council  juJgc»  wheilicr  lie  bhould 
Lbft  tunietl  out  of  his  place  or  no.  if  tin;  viisa  r-Iiouhl  fin  rrapiire. 
LThinlly.  fur  thut  my  Lord  C^>ke   Inilh  sought  muauH  to  kiitfi  his 
ily'a  handd  and  wilhal  to  aetpiuint  liim  with  Aoaie  thiiigA  of 
^Jrmt  imfKirlance  to  hi«  Bcrvico,  hv  holdeth  it  not  fit  to  admit 
bim  to  his  prcfitncc,  boforv  tlieM  pointii  be  dL'termined,  boriuso 
Tou.  n.  19 
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ihtl  wmild  be  A  ffrtal  of  liu  |)an]on  licfore  ho  iud  his  triiil. 
And  if  tlloM  lUni^  wborvnitJi  he  is  tif  naiiuiint  liu  Mjjv«t7  be 
ci  ivch  0iNun|Mooo,  it  wi>uM  be  datigorous  luid  firejudicki  to 
kit  IUieH.V  U%  (Majr  liim  loo  too^;.  Natwiilisuuduig.  if  you 
ikaM  wh^M  of  ftojr  o'b*  *  n*  the*  cotUruryp  bis  Mujedty 

«««U  lttr»  jvtt  villi  all  I  ynu  cmu  u>  st^ntJ  tltcm  □iiiu 

y^  M«l  «  Um  MMB  tinui  to  kn'p  back  bu  Majesty's  letter 
hrtwa  svtti  lubi  yuu  fhwt  my  LonI  roko*«  know-ledge, 
iwMt**  U»  Ifj^y'i  AorChtT  dirrclion  for  your  pro- 

l.^KOaOR    VtLLlESfl. 


lo  kfaa  lATtJ  C'bjLQ- 
lAi^  v«A  Ibis  I  luvc  not 
,  «^^  Ijpktbtf  CrocD  the 
Ite  it  w«ft 
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Mnjeaty  laid  upon  him  your  commandment  for  tbe  ex- 
purging  of  tiia  Kup4>rt8,  and  commanded  also  our  service 
to  look  into  them  and  into  otlier  novelties  introduced  into 
tlie  government.,  your  Majesty  had  in  thia  your  doing  two 
prindpal  ends. 

The  one,  to  «ee  if  upon  so  fiiir  an  occjision  he  would 
rnukc  any  expiation  of  his  former  faults,  and  alflo  show 
himself  sensible  of  those  things  in  his  lieports  which  he 
could  not  but  know  were  the  Ukest  to  be  offensive  to 
your  Majesty. 

Tbe  other  to  perform  de  vera  this  right  to  your  orown 
and  succession,  and  your  peoph?  also ;  that  those  errors 
and  novelties  raought  nut  run  on  and  authorize  by  time, 
bat  mought  be  taken  away,  whether  he  consented  to  it 
or  no. 

But  we  did  not  conceive  your  Majesty  would  have  hiid 
him  charged  with  those  faults  of  bis  book,  or  those  other 
novelties  ;  hut  only  would  have  had  them  represented  to 
you  for  your  better  infurination. 

Now  your  Maje-sty  se^th  what  he  hath  done,  you  can 
bf*tt*r  judge  of  it  than  we  can;  if  upon  this  probjition, 
added  to  former  matters,  your  Majesty  think  Iiiui  niit  fit 
for  your  «?rvton,  ww  must  in  all  humbleness  subscribe  to 
s  i  *!  ■  "■  .  and  acknowledge  that  neither  hia  displac- 
i  'utr  h«  holdeth  his  place  but  during  your 

'  nor  the  choice  of  a  fit  man  to  be  put 
it!'  '  'i'  muttent,  but  are  to  pro- 
f*  ^reat  wisdom  and  gjra- 
<-%  it  is  but  the  signi- 
incBs  is  at  un  end  \m 
uttual  expurgation  or 


he  sluilt  be 

<'th,  justice 

iiftwer;  and 

:^ider  before 
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KFbotn  bu  ahiill  be  cburgeil ;  whether  befoiv  tho  body  of 
your  Council  (as  formerly  be  wsia"),  or  some  selected  cora- 
missioncra  (for  we  oonciOvc  your  Miijusty  will  uot  think 
it  conTeaieut  it  should  be  bt^fore  ua  two  only).  Also  tlw 
maiititir  of  bis  oharge  is  uonsidurable,  wlu^thur  it  shall  bo 
verbul  by  your  leurn«d  coimsel  (as  it  was  last)  ;  or 
whether,  in  respect  of  Uju  multiplicity  uf  matters,  hu 
shall  not  havo  the  tx>llecliun8  we  liave  made  in  writing 
delivered  to  him.  Also  tlie  matter  of  his  charge  is  liko- 
wiso  considerable,  whether  any  of  those  points  of  novelty 
which  by  your  Majesty's  comniaudmeut  we  coUeuted, 
shall  bo  made  part  of  his  charge;  or  only  the  faults  uf 
his  books,  and  the  prohibitions  and  hahca*  corpus^  col- 
lected by  my  Lord  of  Canterbury.  In  all  which  course 
we  foresee  length  of  time,  not  so  much  for  your  le;»rnetl 
counsel  to  be  prepared  (for  that  is  almost  done  already), 
but  because  hinisi'lC  no  doubt  will  crave  time  of  advice  to 
peruse  liis  own  books,  and  to  smi  whether  the  collections 
be  true  and  that  he  l)e  justly  charged,  and  then  to  produce 
his  proofs  that  those  things  which  he  shall  be  rhavgi^d 
with  were  not  conceits  or  sin^rularities  of  his  own,  but 
the  acrts  of  court;  and  other  like  things,  lending  to  excu- 
sation  or  extenuation;  wherein  we  do  not  see  how  the 
time  of  divers  days,  if  not  of  weeks,  can  be  denied  him. 

Now  for  time  (if  this  last  ooursd  of  charging  him  be 
taken),  we  mny  only  inform  your  Msje^jty  thus  much, 
that  the  absence  of  a  Cliief  Justice  (though  it  should  be 
for  a  whole  term  ^  as  it  hath  beon  often  upon  sicknoss) 
can  be  no  hindraiice  to  common  justio*? ;  for  the  business 
of  the  King's  Bench  may  be  dispatched  by  the  rest  of 
the  Judges,  his  voice  in  the  Star  Chamber  may  be  sup- 
plied by  any  other  Judgt*.  that  my  Lord  Clianeellor  shall 
call,  and  the  triidt*  by  niai  priius  may  be  supplied  b}'  (Kini- 
mlssiou. 

>  III  Die  MS.  ihe  parcDihssb  endH  ben :  but  I  think  it  most  bavo  been  niMnt 
to  buttuiU  iIm  Dfst  clftHBe> 
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But  aa  for  iJiotte  great  luatUira  of  discovery,  we  cun  aay 
QotUing  moro  tlian  i)m^  tliat  oitlior  they  are  old  or  now: 
old,  lie  is  to  hhiino  to  havo  kept  tlii-m  jmj  long;  if  new, 
>r  whttt8oever,  he  may  :idverLise  your  MaJL-sty  of  tlium 
by  letter,  or  Juliver  them  by  word  to  auuh  couiicillur  ud 
rour  MaJL'.sty  will  assi^riv. 

Xhiut  we  hopti  your  Majesty  will  accept  of  our  sinner- 

fty,  IiHviiitj  d**nlt  freely  and  f>penly  with  yocir  Majesty,  aa 

Cometh  us:  and  when  wo  shall  recuivu  your  pleasure 

ad  din.'clton,  we  shall  exectiLe  and  ot>ey  the  same  iu  all 

iitngA;  landing  with  our  prayera  for  your  Majesty,  uud 

tfstiog 

Your  Mftjeaty'a  most  fiuthfol,  and 

most  boundeii  HervantH, 

T.  Elles&ikke  Canc. 
Fu.  Bacon. 

October  G.  1G16. 

The  delay  winch  followed  may  perhaps  be  partly  ao- 
DQnted  for  by  the  intluence  of  Villiers,  whoae  gooil  wilt 
/oke  hjvd  hiispoit^n  by  the  offer  of  a  wetdtliy  niarriivgo 
one  of  hid  bruthera.     Uut  tUedilliculty  and  import;incia 
df  theciue  wa8  itself  eauue  Bunieifiit  for  hemUition.   What 
rturae  Elltsmuro  and  Bacon  would  tlienistslvea  have  r«u- 
^tnmeuded  it  is  not  (juijy  to  rualce  out.     Their  lust  joint 
biter  18  worded  with  gruut  caution  and  an  evident  ioten- 
,Ui  dt-uline  th«  responsibility  of  advising.     Hut  there 
thing  which  1  think  we  may  infer  with  conlideuce. 
They  did  not  reganl  tlie  exui.'ptions  taken  to  Coke's  Re- 
in tht^nmelvi'S  frivolous.     Ilitving  examined  and 
ti  and  cnlicctcMl  the  paft^igtta  in  question,  they 
of  opinion  that  doutrinoft  were  implied  iu   tbem 
'^ht  not  to  remain  unquu»tion«d  in  a  book  of  that 
y.     How  far  they  were  jnstiUed  in  thinking  so  is 
>  question  fur  lawyers,  and  it  is  true  that  among  modern 
there  has  hvteu  a  very  general  impression  to  the 
.     Unt  gonenil  impreaaions  are  apt  to  pass  from 
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one  mouth  or  pen  to  another  without  much  conaiderntiou, 
and  thuy  would  have  more  weight  with  me  if  I  could  bo 
more  sure  that  they  had  b<?eu  founded  upon  an  exftmlna- 
tion  b^  some  eompeteut  critic  of  the  purticulur  Ciises.  It 
IB  too  lightly  a88unie<l  that  because  Coko  wna  the  grentoHt 
lawj'er  of  his  time,  the  snundtteas  of  his  leg:d  dL*ciHiona 
may  be  taken  for  granted :  for  where  a  man's  temper  ia 
not  jadiciul,  his  learning  will  supply  him  with  reiisons  for 
the  wron;^  conclusion  us  easily  as  for  the  right ;  and  the 
blindeKt  admirer  of  Cdku's  giftti  will  hardly  say  that  he 
wtia  gifted  with  a  judicial  temper. 

Tho  King,  it  seems,  was  not  disposed  to  trouble  him- 
self with  the  solemn  proceeding  indicated  by  Uacun.  He 
was  satisfied  with  the  report  of  his  Chancellor,  Attorney, 
and  Solicitor,  wliora  lie  hiul  required  to  make  a  collection 
in  writing  of  tho  nnwarrnntable  opinions  maintainod  by 
Coke  in  his  Rcporta  and  otherwise,  and  felt  justified  in 
proceeding  upon  that  evidence.  Hence  the  question  was 
never  sufficiently  investigated,  or  oven  explained  ;  and 
the  people  were  left  to  make  their  own  guesses  at  tJie 
secret  history  of  the  buainciw :  which  guesses,  in  the 
absence  of  better  informatiun,  Imve  been  adopted  by  his- 
torians and  generally  accepted.  **  The  world  discourses,'* 
says  Chamberlain,  "  how  he  should  run  so  far  into  the 
King's  displeasure,  and  will  not  take  thosw  alleged  causes 
for  sound  payment,  bub  stick  not  to  sny  that  he  was  too 
busy  in  the  late  business,  an<l  dived  further  into  secrets 
than  there  was  need,  and  mi  perhaps  might  see  nudam 
ginr  vt^.Bte  Dianam."'  Such  comments  were  natural  enough 
from  people  who  knew  nothing  aboiit  Coke  except  his 
reputation  for  learning  and  indep4.'ndence,  and  the  pait 
he  had  publicly  taken  ugainst  the  murderure  of  Overliury. 
But  the  whole  course  of  the  King's  subsequent  dealing 
with  him  was  inconsistent  ^rith  the  supposition  that  he 
feai-cd  him  as  the  possessor  of  a  dangerous  secret :  for  he 
took  no  measures  to  tie  his  tongue,  and  yet  he  gave  him 
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'*  proTOcntion  which  might  bavo  tomptcd  him  to  nae  it. 

Ami  tliere  is  really  no  rp;iwm  to  go  about  for  an  explana- 
tion of  whut  huppent^d.     To  tlKise  who  know  bow  se- 
verely iind  for  bow  many  yturs  Cok«  had  tried  the  King's 
tienc<v  the  wonder  should  be  that  he  was  bome  \ritli 
long.     When  two  mt'ii,  one  so  irrittitiug^  and  the  other 
Tso  irritable,  arc  coming  continually  into  collision  upon  a 
quiuTul  which  each  holdft  it  hifi  Hrst  duty  to  niainUiin. — 

Epr  to  afist>rt  the  juat  supremacy  of  the   baw  (iis  repre- 
tinted  by  liimauU)  was  not  a  more  sacred  duty  in  Coke'a 
yea  than  to  assert  the  just  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was 
in  llic  KinjjX  —  and  w!icn  one  of  thrni  holds  only  during 
•tiie  otIiur'H  pluasuru  the  utlice  whicli  gives  him  a  right  to 
be  troabtesome,  thu  time  must  come  when  the  relatiou 
'      will  ce:ia«  to  be  tolerablo.     The  King  had  endured  it  so 
^lung  that  the  list  of  offenspa  had  grown  large.     It  is  truu 
ilmt,  large  u&  it  la,  the  amount  se^ms  to  us  light;  becnuau 
Jio  ohjevt  in  each  c;lsp,  even  wlipre  nettln'r  cnannor  nor 
flatter  r-un  be  nUi»g<;thcr  defended,  was  tu  clip  the  wings 
pf  tho  Prerogative,  whicli  wn  are  accustomed  to  regard 
the  enemy  of  the  Constitution,     We  fui-get  that  in  the 
aug'a  eyes  the  Prenigjitive  was  itself  a  part  of  the  Cuu- 
titution  —  Afnu't  which,  as  an  inheritance  to  be  transmit- 
f>d,  it  was  his  proper  business  to  defend,  and  of  which 
hvery  atti-mpt  to  elip  its  wings  was  a  betr:iyal.     To  jua- 
kify  him  in  i-emoving  Coke  from  his  otKce  on  this  ground, 
It  is  not  neof^ssjiry  to  sympathise  with  him  in  his  conati- 
kutional  tlieory ;  it  is  only  neceB8;iry  to  boliuve  that  he 
Bonscicntioasly  held  it.     The  man  to  whom  the  biw  en- 
itvuata  the  |)ower  of  removing  an  otGcor  iit  ploaaurc,  ia 
^tbc  mim  whom  tho.  law  maktis  resjwnsiblo  for  tho  oon- 
quencHi  of  continuing  him  in  hia  oHioc.     If  tlie  King 

Itliongbt  that  Cnktr  wa.s  using  bis  place  to  make  mischief, 
{t  wan  his  duty  to  displace  him,  if  be  durst. 
Another  popular  comment  made  at  the  time,  and  also 
reported  by  Chamberlain,  comes  much  nearer  to  tb<!  truth: 
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"  The  oomnion  speech  is,  that  fotrr  l''s  have*  are^thm^vn 
and  put  bitn  down,  tlial  is,  Prido,  Prohibitions,  Pnpmu- 
nire,  and  Prerogative.*'  And  this  I  think  may  realjy  he 
allowed  as  a  fiwr  summary  of  the  charges  publicly  iillegod 
by  thp  King  ns  tlie  ground  of  his  r^»mo^'al.  Our  accoutit 
indeed  of  the  declaration  made  on  the  (wcAsion  is  imper- 
fect ;  but  we  have  n  copy  of  the  collections  on  which  it 
was  founded,  an»l  from  those  the  character  of  tlio  sup- 
posed ofTenses  may  be  safely  inferred. 

Among  the  manuscripts  of  Mr.  Langhton,  of  Ciim- 
bridgp,  which  piisscd  after  his  death  into  tho  hands  of 
Mr.  George  Panl,  there  was  one  entitled  *'  Tho  Lord 
Chancellor  EgertonV  Observations  on  the  Lord  Coke's 
Reports;  taken  out  of  his  Papers  written  with  his  own 
Hand.**  It  does  not  appear  by  wlioin  or  ujk)?!  whose 
anthority  the  title  was  inserted;  but  Mr.  Paul  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  probably  correct,  and  printed 
the  entire  paper.  It  fills  t\venty-two  fnlio  pages  of  black- 
letter  type  J  and  whether  or  not  it  be  tho  Chancellor's 
own  composition,  there  can  be  little  donbt  that  it  is  one 
of  the  collections  alluded  to  by  Haeon,  as  having  been 
drawn  up  for  this  occasion  l>y  the  King's  direction.  The 
qnestJons  with  which  it  deals  are  too  technical  for  me  to 
oflfer  an  opinion  upon.  I  conlil  not  hope  even  \o  state 
them  without  making  blunders.  But  the  general  charge 
is  intelligible  enough,  Ho  is  accused  of  laboring  "aa  it 
were  pnrposidy  ''  throughout  his  books  to  derc^itc  from 
the  rights  of  the  Church,  and  ^'  to  disesteom  and  weakL'u 
tho  power  of  the  King  in  the  ancient  nse  of  his  Preroga- 
tive ;  **  and  that,  by  sotting  down  jis  rfS()lutions  of  the 
Court  what  were  really  only  opinions  thrown  out  by  the 
Judges  on  tho  sudden,  or  **by  tjiking  oceaaion  (thongli 
not  oiTered)  in  riinge  and  expatiate  upon  bye-matters," 
and  80  **8«"atiering  and  sowing  his  own  eoueeits."  The 
ca8«s  cited  by  way  of  example  are  mnged  under  four 
principal  heads:  cases  concerning  (1)  the  rights  of  the 
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CTmrch;   (2)   the   Prerogiitire  of  the  King:   (3)   the 
[^>wf*r  nnd  jurisdiction  of  Ctiarta  and  Cumniiiwioners ; 
nnd  (4)  the  int^rL'st  of  th«  subject     Four  or  five  cases 
Ltire  quoted  in  illiistnitiiiH  of  each  licad.     They  are  siic- 
jciniitJy  stated  in  legal  phniscology,  and  followed  by  short 
[T^ommrnts  rxplaining  tho  error  implied  in  ench  case  in 
(the  report.     The  ermrH  p<^inted  out  are  tlihty  in  all,  but 
(they  »re  given  only  "as  a  taste";  And  were  drawn  np 
not  with  ft  \\e\v  to  a  judicial  proceeding  against  Coke, 
which  the  collectors  evidently  did  not  contemplate,  nor 
in  the  hope  of  extracting  a  confession  of  error  from  him- 
self, but  only  for  H»f*  King's  information,  lis  bpartng  npon 
I  the  qnwtion  of  his  fitm-sfl  for  the  place  he  hrM,  and  aa 
Buggesting  the  expediency  of  a  revision  by  authority  of 
Jhts  UrKik  of  Rt'jTorts.     It  eeems  doidnful  whether  Bai^on 
(expected  them   to  be   referred  to  Coke  at  all ;  but  the 
jKing,  who  wa«  aKvaj-s  ready  to  hear  -what  a  man  had 
[to  auy,  ha^nng  ftlr<»ady  given  him  the  opportunity  of  dis^ 
covering   and  correcting  his  errors  without  a  prompter 
(which  was  the  handsomest  way),  and  finding  that  hd 
had  pfl'i'^ed  without  notice  thf*  points  which  wemed  most 
Itihjevliounble,  thought  it  right  before  proceetliug  further 
Ito  have  his  attention  particularly  dniwn  to  them.     Ao- 
Fivjnh'ugly,  on  the  ITtli  of  October,  ho  was  oalleil  again 
1  l>efore  the  Lord  C^hancfllor  and  the  learned  Counsel,  and 
J  informed  that  the  King  "out  of  his  gracious  favor  wini 
IpleaMed  that  his  memory  sliouM  he  refresh'.*d  ;  and  that 
Mte  should  l>e  put  in  riiiiid  of  some  passages  dispersed  in 
his  books,  which  hia  Majesty  being  made  acquainted  with 
did  as  yet  distaatf,  until  he  hwird  liis  explanation  and 
[judgment  wnceriiittg  the  same.     And  that  out  of  many 
ne  few  should  ht*  selected,  and  that  at  this  time  he 
[nhould  not  he  pn*s«cd  with  niort- ;  luul  those  few  not  to 
Vbe  the   special   and  princi|)al  points  of   tho  caaoa  which 
Ivere  judged,  bnt  things  delivered  by  discoiirse,  and  m  it 
were  by  expatiation,  which  might  Imve  been  spared  atMl 
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forborne  without  prejarlice  to  the  judgment  in  the  prin- 
cipal cusea/*     The  selection  waa  uiivde  by  Biioon  and  YeU 

verton,  who  vhosa  fiv«.  Of  which  th*;  first  was  thought 
to  imply  a  denial  of  the  power  of  the  Commissionerfl  of 
Sewers  to  tax  a  town  for  the  repair  of  the  ftea-bauks ;  the 
second,  a  denial  of  tlie  power  of  the  Crown  to  grant  a 
license  of  sole  itnportiitioii,  non  obstante  the  statute;  the 
third,  a  denial  of  the  power  of  the  High  Commission,  tlie 
Provincial  Councils,  the  Admirulty,  th<>  Court  of  Re- 
quests, and  even  the  Council  Table  itself,  to  "  imprison, 
fine,  or  amerce ;  "  the  fourth  to  assert  tlie  power  of  the 
Common  Law  to  control  Acts  of  Parliament,  iiud  judge 
them  void, as  against  common  right  and  reason;  the  fifth, 
to  give  a  degree  of  authority  to  the  Ktng*s  Bench  which 
would  make  it  '^all-sutficient  in  itself  to  man:igt^  the 
state,"  making  the  authority  of  the  King,  the  Council, 
and  the  Star  Chamber  superfluous,  and  giving  it  "a  su* 
poHntondency  over  the  government  itself,  and  to  judge 
wherein  any  of  them  do  misgovern." 

The  passages  in  his  Repijrta  su])poeed  to  contain  these 
things  being  laid  Iwfnre  him,  he  undertook  to  expUin 
them  all  "in  such  sort  that  no  tslmdow  nhoiild  remain 
against  his  Majesty's  prerogative."  and  having  received 
copies  of  the  W'.nds,  took  them  home,  and  on  the  2l8t  of 
October  returned  his  "humble  and  direct  answer"  in 
each  case. 

If  the  movement  wiis  me^int  for  an  offensive  one,  it  was 
a  failure.  But  if  it  was  nieaut  in  good  faitli  as  a  precau- 
tiOD,  —  a  precaution  which  ought  never  in  any  oisu  to  be 
omitted,  that  of  heariug  the  explanation  before  pronoun- 
cing the  censure  —  and  so  I  tliink  it  wiia,— it  answered  its 
purpose  very  well,  and  the  result,  was  in  one  way  satisfnc- 
tory.  I  do  not  suppose  indeed  thiit  it  satisfied  i*ither  K\~ 
lesmere  or  Bacon  that  the  p:is8ages  in  question  did  ncU. 
really  imply  and  were  not  meant  to  imply  the  opinions 
which  they  had  found  in  them  ;   hub  it  extracted  from 
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?oktj  iv  ilUtinc-t  disavowal  uf  thost*  opinions.     In  every 

but  one  he  denied  that  hiB  wordfi  rithi^r  did  imply  or 

were  raeant  to  imply  any  such  thing.     He  was  still  of 

liition  Umt  the  Act  did  not  authorize  the  Commissinn- 

of  Sewera  to  raise  niouey,  even  in  a  sudtlen  einc*!^ 

Jency,  **  by  taxation  of  an  entiiii  sum  in  gross  upon  a 

town."     Hut  li(^  fully  udmitt^id  tho  right  of  the  King  to 

rnnt  liocnses  of  bo)»  iuiporliition,  non  obstante  the  stut- 

Ite.     He  Jt'tlari'd  that  his  assertion  that  **  some  Courts 

cannot  imprison,'*  etc.,  applied  only  to  the  iufvrior  Ecrle- 

feiftsticjil  Court«  ;  that  his  nssertiou  of  the  power  of  the 

Law  to  control  AcU  of  Parliament  consisted  only  in  a 

L'ference  to  cases  in  the  books  where  Acts  of  Parliament 

nd  in  fact  been  adjudged  void  by  the  common  law,  — 

!WS(^  wliidi  had  been  cited  in  the  ai^nnent  and  which 

be  had  fi'und  to  be  truly  avouched ;  and  lastly,  that  whoro 

Eie  said   that  the   King's  lieurh  liad  antliority  to  connect 

^"  raisgovernment  *' he  meant  only  the  nuagovemment  of 

inferior  magistrates,  and  was  willing  to  have  those  words 

^rted. 

Though  the  tlisav<iwal  of  an  opinion  made  by  Coke  in 

Bnch  ciri'umstjuices  did  uut  perhaps  atford  a  very  strong 

Inssumuee  that  he  would   not  be  found  tighting  for  it   an- 

lothor  time,   it  was  u   caution   against  laying  too   much 

Vtress  upon  the  supposed  heresit^ti  of  hia  boolc  of  Reports. 

Jut  the  strength  of  the  case  did  not  li<!  there.    The  "  ex- 

ipatiations  "  in  bis  Reports  were  but  ooUatend  and  confirm- 

[Atory  cvidenoea,  —  the  flash  and  outbreak  of  the  spirit 

rof  opposition  in  whioli  he  hud  been  acting  ever  since  ho 

llsecame  a  Juilge.     The  s<)lid  ground  of  enmplaint  against 

lliim  w:u*  that  he  had  habitually  used  the  authority  of  his 

liofGcc  to  interfere  with  tlni  action  of  the  government  in 

its  other  dcpartmenls.     When  the  best  horse  in  the  team 

mot  ho  persnadeil  to  pull  with  the  otherst  the  coach 

^ill  go  b*»ttor  without  him.    Tin  wo  who  sympathize  moet 

entirely  with  Coke  in  all  hia  conHicts  will  hardly  nmin- 
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tain  that  in  the  way  th«  govammfint  tivi»  <join0  he  wns  not 
a  danger  and  a  hindrance.  And  whatcvLT  ite  may  think 
now,  thort*  is  nn  doubt  that  tlie  King  iiml  his  lulvisors 
thought  that  the  way  they  were  gf>iiig  was  the  right  one. 
The  true  justiticatiou  of  the  proceeding,  frona  their  point 
of  view,  is  conbiinpcl  in  anothor  paper,  entitled  *'  Inno- 
vations introduced  into  the  Laws  and  Oovernmont:  "  of 
which  there  is  a  copy  at  Lambeth.  It  bears  no  date, 
but  a]»|>ear»  to  have  been  drawn  up  after  tlu*  proinul<;fti- 
tion  of  tho  King's  dpcreo  in  the  Pr.Tmunire  case, — 
therefore  after  the  18th  of  July.  The  lieads  are  set  oat 
on  one  side  of  the  i^age.  mostly  in  the  Imnd  of  a  secre- 
tary. Tlie  comments  are  iiiwrtcd  in  the  haU-margin  op- 
posite, in  Bacotra  hand.  The  title  also,  and  the  nnm- 
liera  (which  are  directions  fr>r  netting  out  the  hetidfi  in  a 
different  order)  are  Hjictrnfl.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
therefore  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  paper,  and  not 
raucli  ditubt  that  it  \vas  a  draft  of  th:it  which  went  to 
tiie  King.  1'he  fiUitements  in  it  were,  I  snppose,  matters 
of  notoriety;  the  points  in  dispute  having  been  discnflsed 
ut  Council  or  in  the  Stiir  Chamber,  or  embodied  in  orders 
of  tlie  Court. 

The  Innovations  alleged  in  this  ]>aper  were  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  wus  urged  that  Coke  wiis  not  tho  right 
man  for  his  present  place.  Acconling  to  modern  ideas, 
bis  defects,  both  of  temper  and  jmlgmeut,  aa  well  in  the 
getting  up  as  in  the  trial  of  criminal  cases,  would  have 
formeil  ii  better  reiuun  :  tut  they  wonld  not  have  Iwen 
tliciuglit  so  then.  Such  aa  they  were^  tho  King  made  up 
hia  mind  thiib  they  wore  anrtiiMfut,  and  on  the  10th  of 
November  declared  t^  tho  Council  his  resolution  to  re- 
move him  from  the  iiench.  Of  what  he  said  on  the  occa- 
sion I  have  not  met  with  any  inconnt  full  enough  to 
explain  the  preoiae  grounds  on  wliich  he  p\it  it ;  but  all 
reports  agree  that  he  nsed  him  with  respect.  He  had  al- 
ready* on  hcai'ing  tliat  he  had  been  Irnited  with  dificour- 
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tosy  by  **  the  Lord  ChanrfiUor's  mni,"  sent  won!  *'  thnt  bo 
would  have  him  well  ns<*d ; "  and  it  had  then  been  hoped 
by  his  admirers  that  things  wi.ti?  talking  a  turn  in  his 
favor.  **  The  Attorney  "  (says  Chiimberhiin,  20  October) 
*^  la  thought  to  be  come  about*  as  well  for  that  ho  ever 
nsed  liim  with  more  resjjeot  than  the  rest,  as  for  divers 
8peechp8  III'  gives  out  in  his  fiivor,  —  as  that  a  man  of  hii* 
learning  and  parts  is  not  every  day  found  nor  so  soon 
made  as  marred."  Rut  whatever  liia  faults  w^re,  they 
were  not  of  a  kind  to  justify  diBreapectful  treatment  from 
anybody ;  and  the  King  when  he  informed  the  Conncil  of 
!»i8  veftolution  to  i*eniove  him*  "  yet  gave  him,"  aayB 
Chamberlain,  "this  clmiHcter,  that  he  thought  him  no 
xmy  corrupt,  but  a  good  jtisticer;  with  so  many  other 
good  wordu,  as  if  he  meant  to  hang  him  with  a  nilken 
httlter."  It  is  nitlier  strange  that  more  curiosity  shoidd 
wot  have  been  felt  a*  to  the  reasons  which  the  King  gave 
for  snoh  a  measure.  But  this  U  all  that  Chamb«'rlain 
knew»  or  all  that  he  cnn^i  to  trll  Curleton,  about  his 
speech  ;  nor  is  there  any  fuller  report,  bo  far  as  I  know, 
in  existenct*. 

It  now  remained  only  to  set  at  rest  the  doubts  which 
had  been  raised  on  the  Reports.  In  his  declaration  to 
the  Council  the  King,  it  seetna,  had  given  dir<^rtioh8  fur 
a  commiR^iou  to  review  thuin  ;  and  a  warrant  to  cortaiu 
Judges  for  that  purpose  wsis  dniwn  up  by  Riicoil,  and 
ready  fop  his  signaturo  by  the  Slst  of  Noveruber.  And 
herw  wo  may  leave  t'nko  fop  a  wliilc  to  himself.  W*s 
shall  meet  him  again  before  long  in  a  new  opcupntion,  if 
not  in  a  new  chamoter;  but  for  the  present  he  iietires 
to  his  dftugliter  Sadler's,  and  applies  himself  to  win  the 
favor  of  the  Favorite. 


CHAPTER    11. 


ly  bis  •*  Jiatrt>atme  Ml  tiM  pianUtvm  of  InelaiMl,^ — 
|hiiiiUbI  to  ilie  King  m  Jmnoanr,  1606-9.  vbcn  a  brigBi^ 
fpoctMn  «l  tbe  UatU  ia  Clstar  hwl  K«endT  £alt«ii  to 
t^tiipf  I  vi  Um  Cniwii,  —  Baeoo  givca  ki»  upiaaoa  gC  Um 
Iliad  dI  pemMM  wknm  It  woaU  be  ifa^r»hl»  to  «fkgage  as 
[pfauitan,  or  ^vndOTtekcn,  **  m  tlic^r  vere  tben  called, 
f  «ad  the  kiiid  ol  attnctioaa  nhiA  it  wookl  be  i 
tto  offer  in  order  to  alkire  tbem.  Tb«  penoos,  be 
Lahooki  not  be  oeedv  adwntnren,  bat  "  men  of  oiNfe  nod] 
IftloBty.*'  For  aodi  penom  tike  lamytct  of  **  bocKir  mad  \ 
fence "  woold  bave  «luef  attnctBOii;  and  amon^ 
loiber  boDocs  wbich  might  be  aCtacbed  to  tbe  eDterproi-, 
**  knigbtbood,  witb  aocne  Dewdiflaenee  and 


it  was,  if  not  in  covapliance,  at  laart  in  aeoorduwe 

Lvitb  tbia  imggiietkwi,  tbat  in  tbe  begininng  of  1611  tbe 

Voider  of  BttoneCa  vas  inrtitnted :  an  order  whicb  waJ  to 

be  beiedstaxy  ;  to  give  rank,  pceeedanee,  aod  title,  vitb- 

Loot  privilege;  (obe  Unubed  ianBmben;  and  ta  ootuiit 

[entirely  of  gentieaneo   of  good  haaXj  and  ertate,   vbo 

liiioQld  bind  themaidTes  to  pay  into  tbe  Excbeqoer  a  cam 

to  —**■**'"  ibift J  foot  aobbert  in  IreLind  lor 

t  Tenia,  at  tbe  aune  tame  dedaring  on  oatb  tbnt  tbey 

bad  not  directly  or  imltrrctlr  fnid  anrtbing  elae  for  tbe 

booor.    To  inaare  tbe  appropriatioB  of  tbe  aonev  wa  paid 

to  tbe  Krriae  of  Am  new  ptwrtation.  tbe  Tw  nanri  r  «aa 

r iaalliMiiUiil  to  keep  it  apart  by  itertf,  tbat  it  ni^bt , 
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^  wboU^r  oonvertvd  to  that  ose  for  wliioh  it  was  given 
intmitiin).  ^  The  curliest  paU'ots  wens  iaanvd  on  th» 
tiiA  ol  Mitv.  ion.  wliiJ«  Suiifibiiry  was  !iUU  living,  tuu) 
only  SoIiciUtr ;  Hnd  though  the  tirst  of  thi^se  Ujtr- 
nneCa  watfl  his  own  haU-hrr»ther,  it  is  not  pMivtble  (haa  ho 
[  snyihing  to  do  with  tba  meiisure  at  that  time,  uuIms 
ribly  hici  {HMi  WHS  ttaed  in  drawing  th«  potent.  But 
^ur^tions  aro6v  aftcrwHrdft  on  pointa  o(  privilege  and  pre- 
pAHh^DRv,  and  it  petition  of  ivrtiiin  flai\>n»'ts  for  expUiuif- 
tion  ami  dectanitioi),  U<tag  prni^nt^^d  to  the  King  aUiut 
this  tiroi*,  WHS  ivffrrvd  by  him  U>  Biuxm  for  his  report. 
^Of  this  report  I  find  u  ot»py  at  I^ambetb.  corrected  and 
;iH^  by  HiuMn  hioistdf,  and  dwki<t«xl  in  Mc^uty's  li&nd, 
**  A  cvrti£<»te  for  the  liaron«t«: "  but  without  any  dat«t* 

I  h:ivo  thought  thi»  thw  ri^rlit  place  fnr  it,  bt>«au8e  1  find 
from  the  i-aK'ndjir  of  St»ie  [uipcrs  that  im  tba  lOih  of 
M»roh,  Itilty-IT  them  issued  under  the  si^  manual 
"  Letters  pHtfnt  defJ»rat<>ry  of  the  dimity  of  baronet  ns 

II  mt-^in  rank  betwt.-«3U  bart>ua  and  kui^^htA,  doelaring  tht^ir 
prect.*dcncy.  and  that  of  thvir  wives,  sons,  and  dtiiigblcrB, 
ovi*r  knigfats>  and  promising  kniglithood  to  th^  beir  i»f 
any  baronet  on  attaining  hiH  majority  : ''  and  this  I  jsnp- 
poae  to  have  been  the  King's  nnsw^T  to  the  petition 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  following  report:  — 


TO  TilK  KLNG. 

May  rr  rLKASE  youu  Ma.iesty,  —  According  to  your 
Higbnrvs*  plwisure  ftigiitfiiHl  by  my  lv*inl  ClmniberUiin,* 
I  hare  considered  of  the  petition  of  certain  baronets  made 
unto  your  Majesty  for  confirntation  and  extimt  vr  expla- 
nation uf  certain  points  mentioned  in  their  charter;  and 
am  <»f  opinion, — 

That  tir»t,  wherou  it  is  deitired,  that  the,  Uironrta  Im* 
ciarud  a   middle  degree  botwc*en  bivron  and  knight.,  I 
hold  thiH  to  be  rpasonable  as  tii  their  ptavln^. 
1  Wlllkin,  R&r!  ut  pwnbrok*. 
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SecoiKlly,  wlicru  it  is  HL^sireil  that  unto  the  words  de~ 
grce  or  dignity  of  haron^  the  word  honor  might  be  atlrletl, 
I  know  very  w<>l!  tliat  in  tlic  pr^fncr  of  the  baronftta'  pa- 
tent it  IB  inentinnod  that  alt  honors  are  derived  from  the 
King.  I  find  ulAtj,  thiit  In  the  patent  of  the  UanurettA, 
which  are  maVBhaled  tindt^r  ttie  biiVunets  (excfpt  it  Ih; 
oertain  principals),*  t)ie  vfuul  honor  irt  granted.  I  find 
also  that  the  ward  tiufnit^  '\s  many  tinutt  in  hiw  a  bu- 
]>entfl*  word  to  the  word  honor,  a«  being  applied  to  the 
King  himself,  all  capital  indiednenta  conolnding  contra 
coronam  et  dit/iiitatetn  noitrnm.  It  is  evident  al&o  that 
the  word  honor  and  hmiordUi'  are  used  in  these  times  in 
comraou  sjwech  very  proiiiiwiiioiisiy ;  ueverthelt-as,  be- 
«ilis<i  the  style  of  honor  belongs  chiefly  to  p«>rs  and  conn- 
sellors,  I  am  duubtful  what  opinion  to  give  therein. 

Thirdly,  whereas  it  is  l>elieved  that  if  there  be  niiy 
qnestion  of  preec-deuee  towching  bjironets  it  may  be  or- 
dered that  the  same  be  <iecided  by  the  commissionoi's 
marshal,  1  do  not  Aoe  but  it  may  bo  granted  thnm  for 
avoiding  disturbances. 

Fourthly,  for  tlie  precedence  of  baronets,  I  find  no  ultei^ 
ation  or  diUii-ulty,  except  it  be  iu  this^  that  the  daughters 
of  baronets  arc  desired  to  l)o  dfH^lared  to  have  prL'ec<ience 
before  the  wives  of  knights*  eldest  sons;  which  bocauee 
it  is  a  degree  hereditary,  and  that  in  all  exampleH  the 
daughters  in  general  have  place  next  the  eldest  brotliers* 
wives,  I  hold  convenient. 

Lastly,  whcnsm  it  ia  desired  that  the  apparent  heir* 
males  of  the  bodies  of  the  l^aronets  may  Iw  knighted  dur- 
ing the  lifo  of  their  fathers;  for  that  1  havif  received 
from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  n  signification,  that  your 
Majesty  did  bo  undci'statid  it,  I  Immbly  subscribe  tliere- 
nnto;  with  this,  that  tho  baronets'  eldest  eons  being 
knight«l  do  not  take  pliwe  of  ancient  knights,  so  long  aflj 
their  fiithers  live. 

^  PnccwluDoe  w»  p'tkd  to  the  baronet  ftlmre  «ll  twDDeret*,  except  Ihoee  wbo 
Were  made  In  Uie  lielt),  tinder  llie  tuuiiier,  tliv  King  beifiK  preheat. 
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All  wliifli  ncwrtJielosa  I  humbly  submit  to  your  Mrj- 
eety'a  better  juilj^nient. 

Your  Miijeaty's  most  hnmble 

find  roost  boundeti  aen'Ant, 

Fb.  Bacon. 


This  instittition  of  the  order  of  Baronet  is  oomnionly 
pokeii  of  tin  :i  difij:;niceful  proceetlinK  on  tli«*  part  of  the 

'King.  Why,  f  h:ivo  never  b^-en  able  to  understand  or 
amjt^ctiire.  Thi^  ubj(-nt  wiia  a  good  one ;  tlie  conditions 
wore  open  and  honorable;  ih*?  persons  fielflot^  were  no 
vrtiy  unfit  or  (]i»n*put&b1e ;  the  order  itself  has  never 
fallen  into  disgrace.  To  invite  conlributiona  and  other 
nfisistanre  towards  thf.  aettlcment  nnd  fivillziition  of  whnt 
vftH  then  thtf  must  iinsottUd  piirt  of  Indnml  from  the 
clasA  of  persons  ItkiOiest  to  do  the  work  effectuallyf  can- 
not \m*  consnlered  Rn  nnwortliy  aot  on  the  King's  part. 
To  belong  to  It  fiiniily  which  Imil  bornw  anna  for  three 
generations,  t^  have  an  estnte  worth  X1,000  a  year  in 
hind,  to  undertake  to  pny  into  the  Kxehequer  j£t,080  on 
the  Bpeciid  condition  that  it  rthotdd  b(»  appropriated  to 
the  ninintenance  of  orfler  iti  Irehind,  and  to  rewivo  in 
I'tiirn  a  titular  distinction  and  certain  righte  of  preee- 

Fdeney  for  themselves  and  their  heirs  male,  with  an  H»Hur- 
anetr  that  the  number  of  persons,  on  whom  it  shouhl  bo 
<  '  1  should  be  limited  to  two  hundred,  oaunot  bo 
»  <l   as  in  any  wny  dison-ditablo   to   the   parties 

dealt  with.  And  if  it  is  true  (as  it  may  or  may  not  be) 
that  the  U:ironet»  aa  a  body  did  not  play  any  conRpicuous 
part  in  the  reclamation  of  Ulster  from  barbarism,  but 
that  their  main  serxice  wai  the  contribution  of  the  money 
at  the*  beginning,  it  i»  true  also  that  as  a  bixly  they  have 
Hoiiririhed  anil  continue  to  flourish  in  honor  nnd  inifwir' 
tanoe  —  an  order  of  men  much  respeeted.  and  (though 

iflo  longer  limited  in  numbers)  retaining  \l»  full  value  in 
jbliii  estiiruition  ;  an  order  into  whieti  men  otherwise 
mu  n.  u 
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honorably  dtBtiiiguiHtied  think  it  an  odditionnl  diRtiiiction 
to  be  lulrnilterl ;  while  those  who  suci^eed  to  it  by  inher- 
itauoe  are  bu  fur  fi-uiii  L>oiiig  tmhuiiicd  uf  its  origin,  that 
they  value  their  title  the  mtire  the  fiirtlier  they  can  trace 
it  back.  Why  shonhl  n  tree  which  boara  such  fruit  bo 
reckoned  a  disci-edit  to  the  planter?  I  can  only  suppose 
that  the  opinion  wtis  fir$t  thrown  out  by  somebody  who 
knew  that  the  payment  of  money  w:ia  a  condition  of  the 
|>nt^-nt,  but  did  not  know  what  it  wiis  for  or  npnu  what 
conditions  it  whs  received ;  and  that  llie  rest  have  fol- 
lowed the  lead  —  aa  people  do.  It  would  not  be  the  otily 
instance  in  which  a  sneer  of  Sir  Anthony  Weldon's  trans- 
hited  into  the  decorous  language  of  respectable  historians 
has  taken  ita  pliico  as  the  judgment  of  posterity. 

Among  the  atTairs  whiirh  the  King  hud  to  despatch 
before  he  set  out  on  his  journey  to  Scotland,  was  the  com- 
nmnioation  to  his  Couucil  of  the  progress  of  the  negotia- 
tion for  a  marriage  between  Prince  Clwirles  and  the  In- 
fiuita  of  Spain.  This  was  an  affair  with  which  Uacou 
had  hitherto  had  nothing  to  do.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
he  oven  kiiew,  otherwise  than  by  rumor,  that  such  a 
negotiation  was  on  foot.  Bnt  he  was  now  one  of  a  se- 
lected number  of  I'rivy  Councillors  whose  advice  was  to 
he  taken  upon  it,  and  in  order  to  nuderstand  the  condi- 
tions under  which  their  advice  was  given  it  will  be  ueces- 
sary  to  explain  what  hod  been  done  in  it  up  to  this  time. 

The  projector  a  marriage  between  th*^  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  Infanta  had  been  lirst  moved  from  Spain  in  1604, 
just  after  the  conclnsion  of  the  tn-aty  of  peace ;  but  with 
a  condition  which  could  not  be  listened  to,  —  namely, 
that  Prince  Heniy,  still  a  little  boy,  should  be  not  only 
brought  up  a  Catholic^  but  6<*nt  to  Aladt-id  for  hia  educa- 
tion. It  was  renewed  again  on  the  part  of  England  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  Pjirlinnient  in  1010,  with  a  view 
no  doubt  to  the  relii*f  of  the  Exchequer  by  the  marriagts** 
porlion;   but  upon  an  intimation  that  the  Priuc^^  nai 
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first  become  a  Catholic,  was  a^in  broken  off  at  once. 

This  second  brertch  taught  the  Spjinish  statefiuion  that 
they  were  going  a  little  too  fust.  Thu  persistetit  demand 
of  Hiioh  a  cotulitiou  made  Jatnes  look  to  France  for  a 
duughter-in-law,  and  so  animated  the  anti-Spanish  party 
in  England  that  the  Duke  ut  Lerni;u  fearing  war,  thought 
it  exj>cdi«jnt  to  come  forward  with  fresh  overtures,  in  a 
more  palatable  shape,  for  a  match  witli  Spain  ;  and  sent 
r>ver  his  ablest  diplomatist  to  England  with  that  bait  on 
Ilia  hook  tciwin  her  back  from  the  French  ivliiancf*.  Gon- 
doinar  —  to  call  Idra  by  the  later  title  by  which  he  is  best 
known  —  the  man  selected  fnr  this  oflice,  procetuled  very 
Kiutiously.  When  pri^saed  by  Somerset  to  use  his  iiiflu- 
en<re  with  the  King  for  the  very  purpose  he  had  come  for, 
he  declined  to  iiittu-ft^rt! ;  and  it  wur  not  till  another  fail- 
ure to  obtiun  supplies  from  another  Parliament  had  made 
th«  rniirriiigi*-portiun  a  matt**r  of  national  importance,  and 
the  King  himsL'lf  raised  thu  question,  that  he  aUmved 
himself  to  show  any  interest  in  the  matter.  In  th4?  mesui 
time  he  had  lejirued  enough,  if  nut  about  England,  at 
least  about  the  English  court,  to  know  that  if  thu  nego- 
tiation was  to  proceed  far  enough  even  for  purposiw  of 
dalliance  imd  delusion,  it  must  not  begin  like  tlie  last 
with  a  declaration  thiit  the  cnnversion  of  tho  Prince 
would  be  held  a  pi*elimiMary  conditinn.  Taking  it  for  a 
certainty  that  if  the  stringency  of  the  laws  against  tlio 
Catholics  were  once  mitig:ited  the  conversion  of  .*iU  Eng- 
land would  follow,  he  advisisd  Philip  tu  confine  bis  de- 
niiiml  for  the  pn'sent  to  that.  Now  t*i  the  mitigiition  of 
theso  laws  James  had  no  personal  objection.  Though  a 
Mound  Protestant  himself  upon  study  and  conviction,  he 
knew  too  much  of  what  was  to  be  Haid  on  both  sides  to 
share  the  popul.ir  feeling  against  Papists;  and  tiicve  was 
pnrbably  no  man  in  England  less  disposed  to  punish  any- 
hotly  for  peaceably  holding  an  old  and  rwpi'ctahle  i>pin- 
i<ni.  f)i(.iii/l)  t(  Will-  n.it  liis  (twn.     The  gravest  objection 
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to  tho  course  proposed  —  perlmpa  in  his  eyt-s  the  only  ob- 
jection—  was  its  unpfipularity  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. But  if  it  wtw  gi)od  in  itv-If,  it  miiy  he  fiiirly 
questioned  whether  that  «ihj«ction  ought  to  linve  been 
held  concluaive.  The  pesponaibility  for  the  govornmfnt 
of  thr  (MiuutiT  wiw  not  then  vesti'd  either  formally  or 
virlunUy  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in  the  King  nnd 
Coanctl.  For  the  present  nil  that  w»is  asked  was  an  <'n- 
gngement  th:tt  the  penal  laws  H^nHttbe  Catholics  sliouhi 
lie  allowed  to  ale<;p,  —  that  breaolies  of  tht^m  shouhl  be 
connived  at,  or  penalties  remitted;  and  with  this  iinder- 
Btanding  Sir  Juhn  Digby  wiia  sent  to  Madrid  before  the 
end  of  1614  to  mnnage  the  negotiation.  In  the  following 
March  the  SpiiniRJi  proposuils  were  embodied  in  a  serim 
of  articles,  which  wore  for\rarded  to  Englatul,  and  after 
gorae  discussion  and  inodificafiun  accepted  as  a  basis  of 
negotiation.  Pi-ince  Charles  was  not  yet  fifteen,  bo  there 
was  no  hurry;  ami  Hio  buftitirsR  proiK^edwl  slowly  through 
many  interruptions.  The  Pope's  diMpensution,  or  the 
promise  of  it  (wthout  which  Spain  conid  not  proceed) 
had  to  be  obtained.  A  junta  of  thoohtgians  hud  to  be 
estiddished  at  Madrid  to  whom  doubts  might  bt^  referred 
or  inconaistenciL-a  imputed.  The  Kngllsh  negotiations  for 
a  marriage  witli  a  daughter  of  Kranee  had  to  be  hand- 
somely bi-okon  off,  SonnTset,  in  whom,  with  Sir  Rob- 
ert Cotton  nA  an  tdly,  Gondomar  fancied  he  hitd  found 
the  very  infitnimmit  lie  wanted  for  the  conversion  of  Eng- 
land, was  arrestetl  on  a  charge  of  oompHoity  in  the  mur- 
der of  Overbury,  and  disappeared  fi-om  the  stage,  not  Co 
appear  again.  A  quarrel  between  Spain  and  Savoy  in- 
volved James  in  a  new  negotiation  whieli  had  nearly 
brought  him  to  blows  with  Spain.  But  in  spite  of  all 
these  delays  and  intemiptinns  the  marriage-treaty  had 
made  progress  enough  by  this  time  t*"*  be  ripe  for  eiuisid- 
eration  in  Council  ;  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  1616-17, 
the  King  himself  explained  the  wise  genendly  to  certain 
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s«lecto<l  Councillors,  referring  tbem  to  Sir  John  Digby  fnr 
bU  particulars,  and  h«Uing  for  their  ailvic«.  Upon  a  full 
rffvitnv  nf  :iU  tlin  (riiviiniBtanppfl  thny  n^ctfl  tliat  hia  Miij- 
eaty  might  with  honor  enter  into  a  treaty  of  marringv,  and 
enter  openly,  and  by  giving  commission  under  his  gitwt 
seal.  Bacon  w«s  one  of  theee,  and  may  bo  fairly  hwld 
responsible  for  concnrring  in  the  aHirmative  opinion. 
Ni»w  we  have  seen  that  about  n  year  and  a  half  before^ 
he  had  said  in  a  h'ttpr  to  th*-'  King  that  though  the  rumor 
of  a  match  with  Spain  niiglil  bo  of  use,  he  "  ahuqld  not 
easily  advise  that  it  should  be  really  effected ;  **  and  in 
what  r«*»p(M't,  it  may  be*  naked,  wns  the  ojise  chang-^l  ao 
as  to  justify  a  change  in  his  opinion?  The  change^  I 
imagiTii*,  was  not  so  miiob  in  the  case  itself  as  in  his 
knowledge  of  it.  It  is  one  thing  to  advise  a  man  againstJ 
a  partiruhir  luarriugp.  when  you  supjwee  him  to  stand' 
quite  free,  and  aunther  when  yon  know  him  to  havw 
given  the  lady  just  reason  to  expect  an  offer.  Till  Bacon 
heard  Digby's  acconnt  of  the  State  of  the  m-gntiation  he 
did  not  know  how  far  the  King  was  committed.  The 
qnpfltinn  now  vn\s  not  whether  it  wjus  wiw  to  commit  him- 
self sn  fiir,  but  kwing  so  far  cuniinitted,  liow  it  was  best  to 
proctNNl.  Baoon*8  objection  to  tlie  marringe  wiis  founfled 
pr^»b(ibly  up(>n  the  unpopularity  <if  Spain  with  the  ma- 
jurity  of  the  Housi*  of  Commons.  In  the  eyes  of  the 
Vuritana  an  alliance  with  Spain  wiw  an  alliant^e  with 
Antichrist,  nnd  bHieving  as  he  did  llmt  the  only  ado- 
qualc  rennnly  for  those  p-euninry  cmbarr.issinents  which 
were  making  all  the  hnsiness  of  Government  so  ditticult 
must  CTrtue  from  Pnrlianunit,  he  f^arrd  that  tho  offeot 
would  be  U>  postpone  it ;  the  !^>wer  House  would  bo  less 
than  ever  in  a  hnmor  to  vote  supplies.  That  the  popnlar 
feeling  was  in  great  part  superstitious  und  irrational  did 
not  make  it  the  !<•!««  rnrmidHhto;  and  I  know  no  rt*a'«>n 
for  supposing  that  he  thought  better  of  the  mat^'h  in 
pdinfc  of  policy  than  he  had  dfniw  hvf.ir)-.     But  the  King 
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—  wbo  governed  in  these  matters  for  himfielf  —  bnd  al- 
ready iidvanced  ro  far  (with  the  zealous  tiaaistnace,  be  it 
rememberftd,  of  no  less  a  man  than  Str  John  Digby,  how- 
over  originally  against  his  advice)  that  be  could  not  eas- 
ily retreat  without  incoaatstuDcy  and  discreilit ;  and  the 
;  beat  that  could  now  be  done  was  to  manage  the  condi- 
^ti6i3s  BO  as  either  to  iHsarm  the  alliance  of  all  danger  or 
to  break  it  off  in  good  time  and  on  good  terms.  Now 
a  marriage  with  Spain*  though  unpopular  in  Euglund, 
was  not  nef'ossarily  a  bad  thing  in  itaflf.  Carried  out 
fairly  on  both  sidea,  it  might  have  been  good  for  both. 
If  the  Spanish  government  could  have  seen  and  acccpttKl 
the  fact  that  England  had  bocome  a  Protestant  nation, 
and  not  merely  a  nation  govemed  by  a  sovereign  who 
for  politic  reasons  pmfessed  himself  a  Proteatimt;  if  they 
could  have  believed  that  I'rotestiintism  had  :\a  much  faith 
in  its  own  gods  as  they  had  in  theirs ;  if  tliey  could  have 
been  content  to  aim  at  the  ivlief  of  the  English  Catho 
lies  from  oppression  ^vithout  aspiring  tu  reestablish  them 
in  authority ;  and  if  tliey  could  have  cordially  united  with 
England  in  an  endeavor  to  compose  tlie  religioiis  dissen- 
sions of  Europe  by  enforcing  oquit;ible  conditions  between 
the  contending  parties;  the  alliance  might  have  proved 
n  fortunate  thing  for  the  world.  The  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land, ceasing  to  be  dangerous,  would  have  been  less  pei*- 
secuted ;  and  such  measures  for  the  good  of  Europe 
as  England  and  Spain  would  have  concurred  in  taking 
would  have  been  measures  for  the  good  of  Europe.  We 
know  DOW  that  this  was  not  to  be.  We  know  now  tlmt 
the  Spanish  statesmen  utterly  misunderstood  the  cahe  ; 
that  their  wisest  eouncilltira  were  under  a  fixed  impn**- 
sion  that  the  rei*st.iiblishu)ent  of  Catholicism  in  England 
(the  highest  service  they  omid  render  to  God  and  his 
Clmrdi)  might  he  effeeti^il  by  a  Koyal  Proclanmtion,  and 
that  a  Royal  Proclamati<m  for  the  purpose  might  be  ob- 
tained by  n  little  cajolery  and  bribery.     We  know  that 
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thuy  were  trying  from  Hi-st  to  lust  to  manage  the  nogottop 
tion  in  that  lijni'it  to  that  enO.  But  the  Knglish  council- 
lore  at  tliut  time,  whutever  thoy  may  hav«  apjirchended, 
bml  no  i-igliC  to  tusuine  all  this.  It  was  enough  to  be  pre- 
parud  for  the  ronting(;ncy.  Thu  profesfiiima  of  Spain,  so 
far,  w*»ro  frtir  ;  tlic*  iitturs  liberul ;  tlio  demands  not  unrea- 
sonable. So  long  as  England  wiis  asked  to  do  nothing  in 
return  except  what  woidd  be  good  in  itself»  —  and  a  re- 
laxation of  the  sevcritifs  which  the  Gunpowder  Plot  had 
brought  upon  thi;  CuthDlicta,^  under  conditions  tending  to 
raake  them  loyal,  would  have  been  a  good  thing,  —  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  proposal  should  not  be  enter- 
tained, n  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation  they  should 
altor  their  t^^rms  and  increase  Iheir  demjinds,  it  would 
still  be  open  to  refuse  them,  and  (if  tliey  insisted)  to 
break  off  the  treaty.  And  a  breach  upon  that  ground  — 
especially  if  it  turiu-d  upon  a  point  of  Ueligiou,  as  it  pmlv 
ably  would  —  far  from  being  a  disadvantage,  would  leave 
the  Government  in  a  better  position  than  it  stood  in  now ; 
fur  it  would  be  a  |)opular  qmu'ret,  and  wouhl  give  them 
the  support,  not  only  of  the  Parliament  and  people  at 
home,  but  of  Pi-utesUmtism  through  Europe.  They  held 
it,  in  short,  to  bo  a  very  aafo  enterprise;  for  if  it  sue- 
oeeilcd,  tho  conditions  would  \>g  honorable  and  advan- 
tagoous ;  if  it  failed,  the  breach  would  bo  honorable  and 
advantageous. 

Such  1  take  to  have  been  the  substance  of  the  advice 
which  these  councillors  gave  the  King.  Wo  shall  see  us 
we  proc.;ee«i  how  Baeon  tried  to  give  effect  to  it. 

The  pan  which  he  took  in  this  delibenition  was  prob- 
ably bis  last  service  aa  Attorney  General.  On  the  5tb 
oC  Marfih.  tln^  Lonl  Chancellor,  who  had  long  been  beg- 
ging to  be  relieve<i  from  the  cares  of  office,  succeeded  ut 
last  in  inducing  tho  King  to  accept  hia  resignation.  He 
WA»  allowed  to  deliver  up  tint  Great  Seal  on  the  6th,  and 
>  S«t  Uagud*  OiiilM  (Utfl  ^  Ma/i  1008. 
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on  tbe  7tb  it  wua  ((iven,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Kcep«?r. 
to  Bacon.  Contemporary  letter-writere  mention  sevenil 
competitors  Cor  the  appointment,  and  nuino  tUo  suina 
tbey  offered  for  it.  Uut  Buch  stories  ar«  valuable  only  as 
evidence  of  M-hat  peoplii  were  ready  to  believe.  IJa<:on 
cnnftidered  liini^eU  indebted  fur  it  to  the  diainbere^tud 
friejidship  of  liuckingbam  :  and  it  may  well  be  believed 
that  if  the  Kavorite  had  use4i  his  innuence  for  another, 
the  ehancei>  would  have  been  against  him.  Tlie  next  let- 
ter, written  on  the  same  day  on  which  he  r<M.-eived  tbe  Beid 
trom  the  King,  expresaee  bis  aenee  of  tbe  obligation :  — 

MY  LORD   KF.EPBR  TO  Mt  LOBD  OF  BUCKINaHAM   UTON 

HIS    HEING   CHOSEN    LORD   KEEPEU. 

.My  dearest  Lord,  —  It  is  both  iu  uares  and  kind- 
ness, that  smidl  ones  (loat  up  to  the  tongue,  and  greab 
ones  sink  down  into  the  heart  with  silence.  Thurefore  I 
could  spuak  little  to  your  Lordbhip  to>day,  neither  had  1 
fit  time :  but  I  iuu8t  profess  thus  much,  that  in  this  day's 
work  you  are  the  truest  and  perfecteat-  mirror  and  exjiui- 
ple  of  lirni  and  generous  friendship  that  ever  wa.s  in 
court.  And  I  shall  count  every  day  lost,  wliercin  I  shall 
not  either  study  your  well-duing  in  tlioujj;ht,  or  do  your 
name  liouor  in  speech,  ot*  perform  you  service  in  deed. 
Good  my  Lord,  account  lund  accept  me, 

Your  most  bounded  and  devoted  friend 

and  servant  of  all  men  living, 

Fb.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

March  7,  MHO, 

Bacon  was  now  the  principal  ofilicer  of  the  kingdom, 

I  except  the  King ;  and  he  m»de  it  his  business  to  keep  thu 

King  continually  informed  in   hb  absence   of  all   that 

passed  in  Council. 


1  have  explained  what  I  conceive  to  have  been  his  po- 


sition with  regard  to  the  Spanish  mutch. 


The  King  was 
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too  far  committed  to  wiroHi  without  furtliet-  ciiuae.  Thu 
best  oour«t*  wtts  to  continuu  tbe  iii^gotmtioD.und  endfjuvor 
Li>  guide  it  to  aomu  good  «nd ;  (nv  tljc  tn*uutit  tjf  Oliristou- 
dum,  including  both  Prottistants  and  Catbolica,  if  it  was 
to  go  on ;  uf  Englund  and  INoLfHlaiitism,  if  it  wiis  to 
be  broken  off.  At  prt-beitt  it  fteeiaeil  to  l>o  going  on ; 
ivnd  we  are  now  to  we  wLat  kiud  o{  good  Bilcou  pro- 
poted  to  get  out  of  it,  and  how. 

to  the  king. 

May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Ma.iksty,  — 
My  continual  meditfttiona  upuii  your  Aliijii^ty'fl  soryice 
nod  greatness  have  anioiigat  ul>ier  things  produced  this 
]>4per  enclofttd,  which  I  uiost  humhiy  pray  your  Majesty 
to  excusu,  bt'iiig  tliat  which,  in  my  judgment,  I  think  to 
bu  good,  both  tU  vero  and  ad  populum.  Of  othi?r  tilings 
1  have  written  to  my  Lord  n£  Uiiokingham.  God  for- 
ever preserve  and  proai)er  ymir  Majesty. 
Your  Majeaty's  huutble  Bervaiit, 

most  devoted  and  most  bounden, 

Fr.  BaooK, 
March  25,  16]  6. 


BEUEMDRANCE  ADDITIONAL   TO    TIIE    n^BTRDCTIONS 
OF  81R  JOITN   DIGBY. 

BuBideu  your  instru<^tious  directory  to  the  aubattince  of 
th»  main  errHiid,  we  would  have  you  in  tho  whole  car- 
riage and  pAwagea  of  your  negotiation,  na  well  with  the 
King  liiniM.'|f  HA  the  Duke  of  Lormu  and  Council  there, 
intermix  didcourae  u{K>n  Ht  occasions,  that  may  express 
Munteli'eii  to  the  effect  following :  — 

Tiiat  you  doubt  not  but  that  bothking?t,  for  thiit  wliioh 
concunia  religion,  will  proceed  sincert'ly,  both  biiing  in- 
tiro  and  perfect  in  their  own  belief  and  wny :  but  that 
thei'tt  are  bo  many  noble  and  excwUent  efftn^ta,  which  are 
equally  acc-eptable  to  both   religions,  and  for  the  giK>d 


202 


^DITIOKAJu  INSTKCCTIOXS. 


and  happiness  of  the  Christiiin  world,  which  may  nnati 
of  this  ctiiijunction,  as  thu  union  of  boUi  kings  in  tn'tions 
of  estate  nmy  make  the  dillerence  in  religion  as  laid  aside 
und  alraoac  forgotten. 

As  Hrst,  that  it  will  be  a  meana  utterly  to  extinguish 
luid  extirpate  pirates,  wbicli  are  the  ootuinon  enemies  of 
mankind^  and  do  so  much  infest  Europe  at  this  timo* 

Also,  tliut  it  may  be  a  beginning  and  seed  (for  the 
like  actions  before  have  hud  less  beginnings}  of  a  holy 
war  ugaiiist  the  Turk,  whereunto  it  seems  the  events  of 
time  doth  invite  ChriBtian  kings,  in  respect  of  the  graat 
corruption  and  relaxation  of  dUeipline  of  war  in  that  em- 
pire ;  and  much  more  in  rcspeot  of  the  utter  ruin  luid  en* 
ervation  of  the  (Jmnd  Signur's  navy  and  forces  by  sea; 
which  oj>eDGth  ft  way  (^without  eongregiiting  vast  armies 
by  laud)  to  suffocate  and  starve  Constantinople,  and  there- 
by to  put  those  provinces  into  mutiny  iiud  insurrection. 

Also,  th:it  by  the  same  conjunction  there  will  be 
erected  a  tribunal  or  prretorian  power  to  decide  the  con- 
troversies whicli  may  arise  amongst  the  princes  and  es- 
tiites  of  Chriatentloin  without  effusion  of  Christian  blcKid; 
for  so  much  as  any  estate  of  Christendom  will  hardly  re- 
cede from  that  which  the  two  kings  ahall  mediate  or 
determine. 

Also,  that  whereas  there  doth  as  it  were  creep  upon 
the  ground  a  dis].K>sition  in  some  places  to  make  popular 
estates  and  leagues  to  the  disadvantage  of  monarchies, 
the  conjunction  of  the  two  kings  will  be  able  to  stop  and 
impedite  the  growth  of  any  such  evil. 

These  discourses  you  shall  do  well  frequently  to  beat 
upon,  and  therewithal  to  till  up  the  spaces  of  the  active 
part  of  your  negotiation ;  representing  that  it  stands  well 
with  the  greatness  and  nuijesty  of  the  two  kings  to  ex- 
tend their  cogitations  and  the  influence  of  their  govern- 
ment, not  only  to  their  own  subjectH.  but  to  the  state  of 
tlie  whole  world  besides,  specially  the  Christian  portion 
thereof. 
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The  next  letter,  irritten  a  month  later,  revcijs  the  ejf- 
iatence  o(  some  tliscoixlunt  eluinoiit  iit  the  CotinoiKboiird, 
upon  which  I  am  not  able  to  throw  anv  olfjirer  light.  It 
Tnw  no  Becrvt  that  tlit're  were  some  of  the  Cabinet  op- 
posed to  the  match.  "The  Arohbifihop  of  Canterbury, 
Mr.  Comf>ti*oUpr»  and  Sir  Ralph  Winwootl,"  says  Churo- 
berlain,  Miiroh  20,  *'  are  excepted  and  left  out  [of  the 
CommiMion]  as  openly  opposite.**     But  it  wtu  at  this 

me  that  Sir  Wjilt+'r  Rjih^h  was  prtjparinj^  for  liis  vny- 
to  Quiana,  ami  if  Mr.  Gardiner  is  justified  in  aasort- 
ing,  as  a  fiwt  of  which  "there  win  be  little  doubt,"  that 
"  WiinviK>d  was  ui-^ing  him  to  break  the  pcaoe  at  all  haz- 
ards, and  to  fall  npc-n  the  T^Icxico  fleet,  iis  the  b<«t  means, 
if  all  others  failed,  of  bringing  the  King  to  a  rupture 
with  Spain,"  *  this  discovery,  which  was  new  to  Bacon, 
"and  opene<l  but  darkly,"  and  on  which  Sir  John  Digby 
was  to  report  further  to  the  King,  may  have  related  to 
Bme  suspected  procnwling  of  Ins.  A  secretary  of  state 
rho  was  capable  of  hucU  a  plot  against  the  government 
he  waa  serving  must  have  been  a  very  dangerous  man  to 
employ,  aud  though  it  seems  too  much  to  l>elieve  of  any 
nuin  on  no  better  authority  tluiu  the  report  of  an  ambaa- 

lor,  yet  the  very  rumor  cun  hardly  have  giiiniH)  eur- 
'tofipy  respecting  one  in  his  place,  unless  ho  had  been 
really  implicated  In  some  questionable  trantiactiou. 

That  the  "treaty  with  Sjmuu  "  referre<l  to  iu  the  fourth 
paragraph  waB  the  man'iage  treaty,  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing passage  in  a  letU>r  of  later  date:  '"  But  to  speak 
of  the  main  business,  which  is  the  ynatch  with  Spain^  the 
KlDg  knowcth  ray  miud  by  a  former  letter,  that  I  would 
be  glad  it  proceeded  with  an  united  council,"  evidently 
referring  to  the  letter  which  follows :  — 

1  P.  CtAffw  and  th4  SpattUh  Marriagt,  vot.  1.,  p.  U. 
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TO   THE   KtNG. 

It  may  pleask  youu  most  excellent  Majesty, — 
Mr.  Vice'Cbamberlain  hath  acqunint^'d  myself  and  the 
rest  of  the  cominissioiiefs  foi  tlie  injirriaj^e  of  Spain  whiclj 
are  here,  with  your  Mnjeaty's  ioHLructions,  sij^iied  with 
your  royal  hand,  toudiiDg  that  point  of  the  suppressing  of 
the  pirates,  as  it  hath  relation  to  bis  negotiation  ;  where- 
upon we  met  yeatvrday  at  my  Loi-d  Adinirars,  at  Chol- 
s«ia,  because  we  were  loth  to  draw  my  Lord  into  the  air, 
being  but  newly  upon  his  recovery. 

We  oonceive  the  parts  of  the  business  are  four.  The 
chai^.  The  confederations,  and  who  shalt  be  solicited 
or  received  to  come  in.  The  forces  and  the  distributions 
of  them.  And  the  enterprise.  We  bad  only  at  this  time 
conference  amongst  ourselves,  and  shall  appoint  (after 
t!ie  holy-days)  times  for  the  calling  before  us  such  as  are 
fit,  and  tht^reupon  perform  all  the  parts  of  your  royal 
commandments. 

In  this  conference  T  met  with  soraewhiit  whioh  I  must 
confess  was  altogether  new  to  me,  and  opened  but  darkly 
neither  ;  whereof  I  think  Mr.  Vice-Chamberlain  will  give 
your  Majesty  some  light,  for  so  wo  wished.*    By  occasion 

t  A  letter  tram  Dicbr  to  BuckiDgham,  dtU-4  Londua,  ilty  1,  1417,  soenui  tn 
refer  to  this, 

"  1  inay  not  (imtt  to  let  you  understand  Umt  amcvrnEng  llio  chief  business 
wtiicli  1  an  to  treat,  I  find  ti«ra  gnuc  iodiutry  used  lo  diictvtUL  11,  and  tu  hava 
it  believed  lliat  it  will  iivver  Auccwd,  nor  that  bJn  M-  Inlendtlb  it,  and  unlwitb- 
fitkiidtng  all  llial  IiatU  bfren  dciue  tierein  br  bii  U.  it  u  flill  avowed  that  the 
Treaty  with  France  wa«  nerer  dissolved  but  is  yet  in  ftubslM^Der,  for  thai  the 
aiMpendioR  of  it  had  fttill  a  rtlatlofi  lu  the  time  that  tbiog*  tbould  be  qak1«d 
aad  Milled  ID  France,  whioh  are  now  (t bey  *ay)  in  a  fair  nny.  The  Spaniftb 
•mbiiaador  buh  divera  tiiiipx  spoken  w)ih  me  about  ibia,  and  I  have  ever  given 
him  fkiU  awuranoB  ot  liia  M.'f  thironi  inivntionK,  and  be  baih  ])ai1ed  from  ma 
well  Kiti»fied ;  bat  dtbent  speak  tUe  conlnry  with  that  i-onildeoce,  aud  arc  per- 
MiOA  of  that  qtialtly  and  place,  that  he  is  murh  dl»tracted.  For  nihieowti  part 
I  shnll  «arn«8lly  eoinat  your  Lp.  to  repr«aent  tintu  hia  U.  tbie  my  humble 
opininn,  whii-h  I  do  for  thu  diftchar^  of  my  duly  and  scn'ice,  that  if  whilM  tills 
treaty  shall  be  on  foot  hin  M.  jihall  not  Ire  pleased,  with  the  nhow  of  a  constant 
r«»blution  and  hit  favor  to  ntrtngthen  it,  but  that  bin  lacltnatlon  and  affentinn 
■hall  be  allowed  to  be  doubtful,  nay,  averse,  but  only  for  otlur  ends  (for  thin  J 
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whereof  I  hold  it  my  duty,  in  respect  of  the  great  place 
vrh«retn  your  ftfAJeaty  hath  set  me  (being  only  muile 
worthy  by  your  gruco)  which  luiiketh  it  decent  for  me  to 
Crtunflol  yoa  ad  gummas  remm^  to  intimate  or  represent 
to  your  Majesty  thas  much. 

I  do  foresee,  in  my  simple  judgment,  much  inconveii- 
ience  to  insue,  if  y^i'r  Mnjesty  proceed  to  thi«  treaty  with 
Spain,  And  th;ik  your  Oonnril  draw  not  all  one  way.  I 
«w  the  hitter  fruitjj  of  n.  divided  Council  the  last  Parlia- 
'ment;  I  saw  no  very  pleasxint  fruits  thereof  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  cloth.  This  will  be  of  equal,  if  not  more  in- 
conv(*nieno.e;  for  whensoever  the  opinion  of  your  people 
Iji  miiu^rial  (fifl  in  many  casca  it  is  not),  there,  if  yotir 
Council  be  unit(?d,  they  shall  be  able  almost  to  give  h\vr 
to  opinion  and  runaor;  but  if  they  be  divided,  the  infu- 
sion will  not  bo  according  to  the  strength  and  Tirttiu  of 
the  vote«  of  your  crjuncil,  but  according  to  the  aptness 
and  inclination  of  the  popular.  This  I  leave  to  your 
Majesty  in  your  high  wisdom  to  remedy.  Only  1  could 
wish  that  when  Sir  John  Digby's  instructions  are  per- 
feotwl,  and  that  he  is  ready  t^t  go,  your  Majesty  would 
be  pleased  lo  write  some  formal  letter  t<j  the  body  of 
yOur  Council  (if  it  shall  be  in  your  absence)  signifying 
to  them  your  resolution  in  general ;  to  the  end  that  when 
deliberation  shall  be  turned  into  resolutiun,  no  man 
(howsoever  he  may  retain  the  inwardness  of  his  opinion) 
may  be  active  in  eontrarinm. 

The  letters  of  my  Lords  of  the  Council  with  your  Mnj- 
Mty  touching  the  aCTairs  of  Ireland,  written  largely  and 
Articulately,  and  by  your  Majesty's  direction,  will  much 

wrltt  unto  Tour  L{i.  apon  ftttoA  gronnds).  1  doubt  hu  M.  will  not  only  In  Spain 
ind  cold  «D(1  anlonkrtl  for  ■niwem,  trai  will,  1  ft^ar,  fail  of  an,v  oth«r  Mrvica  to 
which  this  tr«at,v  niii>  Uv  mnAr  it«if(ul  (nllhout^li  it  fihoiild  fnlecarry)  if  It  bo  wa- 
MAUitj  Bnl  ircrcity  iniiiiat;c<l'  I  pmiiiiic  to  write  ihii«  miirh,  leit  whlUt  hit 
M.  ii  plcfliort  brreio  lu  procmt  wilt)  I1I9  accuitomed  wixlam.  and  hln  miiiitten 
rniploved   hy  him  with   titling  doty  and   oarr,  olbrn  i-ithrr  anwitllnitly  or 

I  1hroii|{1i  aveninpn  overthrow  not  hi>  M.'a  Krvico  and  tntantfog-"    (Fivra  * 

leofqr  naA»  by  Mr.  Gardiner  (ram  tha  orij^^nal  holograph.) 


206 


BOCLESXASTICAL  PATRONAGE- 


[BouR  VI. 


facilitate  our  labors  here;  though  there  will  not  waul 
matter  of  consultation  thereupon.  God  ever  preserve 
your  Majesty  safe  and  happy. 

Youc  Majesty's  most  devoted  and  obliged  servant, 

Fr.  Bacow,  C.  S. 

LoDdoD,  April  19,  IGW. 


The  administration  of  the  ecclesiastical  p;itronage  of 
the  Crown  during  Hacon*s  four  years  of  oificfl  would  be 
worth  looking  into  if  the  records  were  accessible.  The 
next  letter,  which  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  that  I  htivu 
m«t  with,  shows  that  he  began  with  the  intention  of  be- 
stowing the  livings  in  his  gift  upon  men  selected  for  their 
worth  and  Btness,  and  one  would  like  to  know  whether 
any  improvement  was  visible  in  the  generjil  character  of 
the  clergy  during  these  years.  I  am  afraid  there  are  no 
means  of  ascertiining,  without  an  immtiderate  amount  of 
labor,  what  livings  in  the  Chancellor's  gift  were  VHcant 
at  what  time,  and  to  whom  they  were  giveji.  Otherwise, 
HB  collective  biographiia  of  all  persons  who  can  be  in- 
cluded under  a  given  title  have  been  fashionable  of  late, 
—  as  we  have  luul  Lives  of  the  Chancellors,  the  Judges, 
the  Queens,  the  Princesses,  the  Archbishops  of  Canter- 
bury,  and  I  do  not  know  bow  manj'  more,  —  I  would  rec- 
ommend to  a  biographer  in  search  of  a  subject  "  Lives 
of  the  bene6ced  clergymen  presented  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Bacon." 

This  letter  was  first  printed  by  Birch  **  from  the  col- 
lection of  the  late  Robert  Stephens,  Esq.i"  but  not  quite 
correctly.  Among  those  collections,  now  in  the  British 
Museum,  I  find  a  paper  in  the  hand  of  John  L<:K:ker 
(Add.  MSS.  4260,  f.  115),  from  which  I  conclude  he  took 
it.     It  runs  tliua:  — 

*^  By  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacou,  24 
Apr.  1617,  to  the  Bp.  of  Norwich,  it  appears  thai  his  Lp.  bud 
presented  &fr.  Gyles  Fletcher  of  Trin:  Coll:  Camb.  to  the  reo- 
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tury  of  Huliuiiigbam  in  Suftblk:  »id  by  another  letttfr  that  ha 
prf^Mtntet)  one  Mr-  Max^ty,  Vellow  of  C'lirijit  Church  in  Oxford, 
who  hml  hnrn  of  Tiinil)'  iu  Cainbr.  lo  the  rectory  of  Fromo  Su 
Quentiit,  witli  the  chupel  of  Kver&hot  in  Dorsetshire. 
To  Mr.  Miixey  ht*  writes  thus  :  — 

After  my  bio:irty  commeiidutions.  I  Laving  beunl  of 
yon,  as  a  man  wiOl  <k».serving,  and  of  able  gifts  to  become 
profitable  in  tht»  rhurt^Ii ;  iuid  tliere  being  fallen  within 
my  Kift  ll»e  rectory  of  etc.,  which  auvnts  to  be  a  thing  of 
gfio<]  vaUie,  X18  in  the  King's  books,  and  in  a  good  eouu- 
tiy,  I  have  thonght  good  to  make  offer  of  it  to  yon ;  the 
ratljer  thai  you  arts  of  Trinity  college*  whereof  myself 
WAft  some  time:  and  m}  pnrpose  is  to  mako  choice  of 
mt!ti  rather  by  care  and  inquir}',  than  by  thuir  own  suits 
and  iroiumeudatory  letters.  So  I  bid  you  farewell  from 
Dorset  House,  23  April,  1617. 

Your  loving  fncnd. 

The  lett«r  to  the  Bishop  of  Norwicb  I  have  not  met 

with. 

The  lett«r  which  follows  is  again  a  solitary  specimen. 
There  was  once  (and  perhaps  in  some  tinexploriKl  bundle 
of  papers  there  still  ia)  a  letter  from  Bacon  to  his  brother 
on  the  same  subject  and  of  the  B;ime  date.'  [iut  letters 
from  fathers  or  brothei-a  to  one  another  about  marriages 
for  daughters  or  sisters  or  nieces  were  onlinarj^  afTaira  of 
buHiness  in  those  days.  Letti^rs  midresseil  to  tlie  young 
ladies  themselves  in  such  cases  were  rarer  and  of  more 
Icudemess.  And  a  letter  of  advice  from  Bacon  to  his 
nieco  upon  an  offer  of  nnirriage  to  which  she  was  not  in- 
clinable is  a  task  which,  exhibiting  him  in  a  new  rela- 
tion, throws  some  new  tight  upon  his  charjieh-r,  —  a  light 
which  is  the  more  valuable  because,  while  he  has  left  the 
records  of  the  butinesv  of  his  life  for  our  Inspection  in 

I  Soc  tn  cntn-  of  «  Vltrr  in  Sb>filinti4V  eittu)n|n>a  '•  *t*t"  "^  April,  IflIT: " 
bcj^noing  "I  'hank  von  fur  y>mr:  "  caii(«nt»,  "atlviwii^jt  •  tOBrrlAifa  (or  hit 
iliiuilbtrrt"  nOtln-w  *'bU  lirulher." 
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Biich  Abundanuc  and  wiUi  bo  little  reacrre,  —  while  bn 
nialtes  us  welcome  to  nttend  turn  to  the  courts,  the  paltic«, 
tlie  Parliament,  and  the  council-boartl ;  to  his  giirdons, 
his  chambers,  aud  his  study  ;  he  seldom  or  never  admits 
ua  to  his  iireside.  We  have  a  few  letters  of  affection  to 
kinsmen  or  familiar  friends,  which  are  among  the  most 
aiji'ei'able  of  his  writings  ;  but  if  it  had  not  been  for  th»^ 
misoi'Utincous  bundles  of  papers  of  all  sorts  left  by  his 
bi'otlier  Anthony,  and  prub:ibly  ne%'er  examined,  we  shotdd 
have  known  nothing  at  all  of  his  more  intimate  domestic 
ivlations.  Here  we  get  a  glimpse  of  him  as  an  uncle 
only ;  but  in  the  absence  of  all  records  of  that  moat  inti- 
mate relation  of  all,  an  account  of  which  seems  to  have 
been  expected  of  me,  but  must  still  be  expected  iu  vahi, 
it  is  sometliing  to  know  how  he  arquitt<*d  himself  in  a 
corretipondenee  with  the  daughter  of  his  haif-brother. 


TH£  LOBD  EEEPEB  TO  HIS  NIECE,  TOUCHI240  UEB  3dAB- 

RIAGE. 

Good  Nosge,  —  Amongst  your  other  virtues  I  know 
there  wanteth  not  in  you  a  miud  to  hearken  to  the  advice 
of  your  friends ;  aud  therefore  you  will  give  nie  leave 
to  move  you  again  more  seriously  than  before  iu  the 
match  with  Mr,  Comptroller.*  The  state  whoreiu  yim 
now  are  is  to  bo  preferred  before  marriage,  or  changed 
for  marriage,  not  simply  the  one  or  the  other,  but  accord- 
ing as  by  God's  providence  the  olTere  of  murrii\ge  are 
more  or  less  fit  t<j  be  embnuje*!.  This  gentleman  is  re- 
ligious, a  person  of  honor,  being  Councillor  of  State,  a 
great  officer,  and  iu  very  good  favor  with  ills  Majesty. 
He  is  of  years  and  health  lit  to  be  eomtorlable  to  you, 

1  Sir  Thnmiu  EtJiuonilvi,  who  luul  b««ii  IlipoJiiliHl  tu  tliat  ofHcc,  thtcvmlMT 
SI,  1810;  mid,  Januarr,  19,  1tl7-IS,  wu  riiu*!*;  Tniinurcr  of  the  Hoiisdmld. 
H<  had  \>eta  ninrri«(l  lo  Mu^dulcii,  uiic  uf  the  (liiuf;fi(«n  and  vo-hein  vf  S{r 
.lohu  Wood,  Kui^l,  L'I«rk  of  (he  Sifjuct;  which  Laily  died  at  Cnri*,  PecemlMir 
81,  1C14. 

Tlie  propoanl  (or  •  aecund  marriagie  Iwiwccn  bim  Ofiil  (be  Lard  K#cper*s 
«JM»  doM  not  appcAT  to  bare  bad  ittocea*.     {Not«  b.v  B-  Stepheus  ) 
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mnd  to  free  you  of  bnnlensome  rares.  He  ia  of  good 
mennu  and  ft  wise  and  provident  man,  and  of  n  loving 
ftiid  excolleiit  ^ood  i)iitiiro«  and  h4  I  ftiid,  tmtli  set  his  af- 
fectinn  npon  ynu  ;  so  as  I  foiv-arp  you  may  sooner  change 
your  mind,  which  as  you  told  m«*  is  not  yet  toward  mar- 
riage«  than  find  so  happy  a  choice.  I  hear  he  is  wilh'ng 
to  visit  yon  before  his  going  into  France,  wliich  by  the 
King's  oomtnundment  is  to  bo  within  some  ten  days;  and 
I  could  wish  you  used  him  kindly  and  with  respect.  His 
return  out  of  France  is  intended  befor*.*  Michaelmas. 
Ood  direct  you,  and  be  with  you.  I  rest 
L  Yonr  Tery  loving  uncle,  and  assured  friend, 
r  Fr.  Baoon,  C.  8. 

Ooxsrr  House,  this  i»  April,  1617. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Baoon  took  his  seat  in  the  Court 
of  Cliancery.  **Our  I^rd  Keeper,'*  says  one  of  Carle- 
tftn's  corrt'sponHents,  "exceeds  all  his  predecessors  in  the 
bmvery  and  multitude  of  his  servants.  It  amiizcs  those 
that  look  on  his  beginnings,  besides  never  so  indulgent 
n  master.  On  the  first  day  of  term  he  appeared  in  his 
greatest  glory;  for  to  the  Hall,  besides  liis  own  retinue, 
did  accompany  him  all  the  l-ords  of  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil and  <»thers,  with  all  kniglitannd  gentlemen  that  could 
get  horsi's  and  fuot-elolhs.'* 

Chamberlain  also  carae  up  to  town  to  see  the  show. 
"  He  was  atxiompainetl,"  he  says,  "  by  most  of  the  no- 
hilily,  with  other  gallant-i,  to  the  number  of  more  than 
-00  horse*,  besides  the  Judges  and  tlio  Inna  of  Court. 
There  w:is  a  great  dejj  mon;  bravery  and  better  show  of 
horse  than  was  expected  in  the  King's  ubsence ;  bat 
both  Queen  and  Prince  simt  all  their  followers,  and  his 
other  friends  did  IImv  best  to  honor  him."  Camden  ap- 
pt^nds  to  his  brief  note  of  the  fact  the  order  of  the  pn»- 
iMKiion,  (w  became  the  Clarence  king  of  arms :  but  with 
iJitA,  having  matter  of  more  moment  to  deal  with,  I  need 
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not  trouble  the  i-ear|er.  **  He  made  h  speech  in  Chan- 
<»ry,"  conlinnes  (.'hambeilaiu,  *•  wliereuf  I  wiia  pi^oinised 
a  copy  ;  but  as  I  heiir  hiuiaelf  hath  liintltM-eil  tlmt  n*<nt' 
shall  be  dinpei^'d  ;  whether  it  bo,  as  tsuinu  think,  that 
there  in  a  meaning  to  hiive  it  printed,  or  rather,  a.s  otht^rs 
to  the  contrary*  that  it  wa»  not  like  himsolf  nor  alto- 
};etlit;r  worthy  of  him," 

Ilia  object  in  forbidding  copies  to  be  dispersed  was 
partly  uo  doubt  bociiuse  bo  wished  tl»e  firet  copy  to  go  to 
the  King,  and  parity  to  previ-iit  the  circulation  of  imper- 
fect reports. 

TIio  effect  of  tlie  ih\y  wiis  a  little  marred,  wcording  to 
Chamberlain,  by  an  inferior  exhibition  which  Ruceeeded 
this  apeech.  It  happened  that  the  first  raotitm  was  to  be 
made  by  a  brother  of  the  Eiirl  nf  Huntingdon  —  ii  yomij^ 
lawyer.  IWon  wiflhod  tlm  Lords  that  had  come  with 
him  to  stay  and  hear  it,  which  they  did.  Unluckily  he 
j)erformed  his  part  but  poorly  ;  "  bfing,  as  bis  friends 
tuiid,  nut  providi'd,  but  i*allt»d  on  the  sudden,"  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  Biicon  was  very  well  satislted  with  the 
day's  work — tw*  will  appear  by  his  own  reports  t*i  the 
King  and  Uuckiughum,  written  immediately  after;  of 
whicli  so  much  as  relates  to  this  matter  may  follow  \rith- 
out  further  comment. 

**  Yesterday  1  t^iok  my  |)Ia,co  in  ClianctTv,  which  I  hold 
only  from  the  King's  grace  and  favor,  and  your  friend- 
sliip.  lliere  was  much  ado,  and  a  grt^at  deal  of  world, 
Hut  this  matter  of  pomp,  which  is  heaven  to  some  men, 
is  hell  to  me,  or  purgiitory  at  least.  It  is  true  I  wiiS 
glad  to  see  that  tlie  King's  choice  was  so  generally  a|L- 
proved,  and  that  I  had  so  much  intert'St  in  men's  good 
Av ills  and  good  opiniuns,  l>t'cause  if  maketh  me  tha  fitt^-r 
instrument  to  do  my  master  service  and  my  friend  alst*. 

**  After  I  was  set  in  Chancery,  I  published  his  Majesty's 
charge  which  he  gjive  me  when  he  gave  me  the  seal,  iind 
what  rules  and  resolutions  I  hail  tjtki^n  for  the  fultilling 
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of  bia  commundiiKmU.  I  at^ud  your  Lirdship  a  copy  n( 
that  I  flaiH,  My  Lc»rcl  Hay  coming  La  inkt;  his  leave  of  nw 
two  days  before,  I  t^)Id  him  what  I  Wius  racditJiting,  ami 
he  dL^irod  mv  to  send  birii  &<}uie  romeinbrariou  of  it ;  and 
so  I  c-uuld  do  no  lefts  but  send  lain  another  copy  thereof. 
Men  tuU  niL*  it  hath  done  tbu  King  a  great  deal  of  honor; 
ins^nmdt  that  .some  of  my  friends  tbut  are  wise  men  and 
no  vain  ones,  did  not  atiik  to  say  to  me,  that  there  was 
not  these  wven  yeai-s  such  a  preparation  for  a  Parlia- 
mttnt ;  whidl  was  a  coniint'iidation,  I  confess,  pleased  me 
well.  I  pray  tike  some  fit  time  to  ahuw  it  his  Majes- 
ty, bi^auae  if  I  mmuiidurEttood  him  in  anything,  I  may 
amend  it,  because  [   know   bis  judgment  is  higher  and 

deeper  than  mine 

*•"  Yestiirday,  which  waa  luy  weary  day,  I  bid  all  th« 
Judges  to  dinner  (which  was  not  nsed  to  be),  and  en- 
t<*rtained  them  in  a  private  withdrawing  ehumber  with 
the  learned  counsel.  When  the  feast  was  passed,  I 
oamo  amongst  them,  and  set  me  down  at  the  end  of  the 
table^  and  pmyed  them  to  think  I  was  one  of  them,  and 
but  a  foreman.  I  told  thcni  I  was  weary  and  therefore 
must  be  short,  and  that  I  would  now  speak  with  them 
but  u^K>n  two  points.  Whereof  tlie  one  was,  that  I 
would  toll  them  plainly  that  I  was  firmly  persuadeil  that 
tl»o  former  dieeords  and  tiilterences  between  the  Chancery 
and  other  courts  was  but  tlesh  and  blood;  and  now  the 
raon  wore  gone,  the  matter  was  gone ;  and  that  for  my 
part,  as  Z  would  not  suffer  any  tho  least  diminution  or 
derogation  from  the  ancient  and  duo  power  of  tho  Clian- 
oery,  so  if  anything  should  be  brought  to  them  at  any 
time  touching  the  proceedings  of  tho  Chancery  which 
did  serm  to  them  exorbitant  or  inordinate,  that  they 
fthould  freely  and  friendly  acquaint  me  with  it,  and  we 
should  soon  agree ;  or  if  not,  wo  bad  a  master  that  oould  . 
ensily  both  discern  and  rule.  At  whirh  8]>eech  of  mine, 
besides  a  great  deal  of  thiiuks  and  jicknowU-dgnient,  I  did 


212     SPEECH  ON  T.)KtKG   HIS  SEAT  IN*  CHANXERV.     (Qooit  Tl, 

Bee  clicer  and  corofurt  in  their  fiicee,  :is  if  it  wore  u  ne\f 
worij.  Thu  second  point  was,  that  I  let  tbcni  know  how 
his  Majesty  at  Ids  gfiJng  gave  mi^  f.liurgo  to  mil  nnd 
receive  from  them  the  uot^ounta  of  tlieir  ('irctiits,  accord- 
ing to  hia  Majcaty's  former  prescript  to  bo  set  down  ia 
writing,  and  that  I  wua  to  transmit  the  writings  them- 
Beivus  to  his  Majesty;  and  accoixlingly  as  soon  as  I  have 
received  thera  I  will  send  them  to  his  Majesty,"  .... 

After  the  Oth  of  May  we  hear  no  more  of  Racon  for 
above  a  week,  owing  pitrtly  no  duubt  to  his  absiorption 
iu  the  work  of  the  Chancery,  but  possibly  hIso  to  »  fit  of 
the  gout,  which  kept  him  so  often  from  the  Conneil  and 
Star  Chamber  that  people  began  to  donbt  whether  he 
would  prt>ve  equal  to  his  TTork.  Star  Chamber  dftya, 
gays  Chamberlain,  May  21,  'Miave  been  few  or  none  this 
term,  or  not  past  once  at  most,  by  reason  of  the  Lord 
Keeper's  indisposition,  which  hath  greatly  hindered  both 
that  Court  and  the  Chancery,  and  if  it  bIiouM  continue 
would  much  disturb  the  whole  course  of  Westminstpr 
Hall  nnd  the  Council-table,  where  matters  of  greatest 
moment  are  still  put  off  and  reserved  till  he  may  be 
present.  His  infirmity  is  given  out  to  be  the  gout,  and 
the  greatest  harm  or  sense  he  hath  of  it  is  in  bis  heel; 
and  Rometiines  he  takes  plejisure  to  fluut  and  play  with 
hia  disease  ;  winch  he  says  hath  changed  the  olO  covetous 
course  and  is  become  ambitious ;  for  never  be|^ar  bad 
the  gout  but  he.  But  in  truth  the  gtmt?ral  opinion  la 
that  he  hath  so  tender  a  constitution  hnfh  of  btxly  and 
mind  that  he  will  hardly  be  able  to  undergo  the  btirden 
of  su  much  business  as  his  place  retpiirei* ;  and  that  if  he 
do  not  i-ouse  and  force  himself  beyond  his  natural  inclina- 
tion, both  private  subjects  nnd  the  commonwealth  will 
suffer  much." 

We  shall  see  presently  how  groundless  this  apprehen- 
sion was,  as  far,  at  least,  us  the  business  of  the  Chancery 
was  eon<'erued.     It  is  true  that  he  was  unable  to  attend 
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tho  Council  on  the  21st,  and  that  nwing  to  hiR  Ab»euc« 
notliin^  WHH  dams  iind  it  mny  be  that  he  had  missed  two 
Star  Chamber  days  out  of  the  three.  But  he  hud  ap- 
peared l\ro  days  before  in  the  Common  Pleius,  the  Ex- 
cbequer,  and  tJie  Chancery,  f(;r  the  promotion  of  Judges, 
and  on  that  occaaion  made  the  following  short  but 
weighty  speeches,  I  see  indeed  that  in  Mrs.  Everett 
Green's  C;dendar  the  two  first  are  assigned  respeotively 
to  the  2d  and  the  3d  of  May  :  I  do  not  know  on  what 
ttulhority.  My  reason  for  assigning  them  to  the  lOth  is 
that  Chamberlain,  in  the  letter  just  quoted  (writing  on 
the  24tli  of  May  —  which  w:is  Saturday),  reports  that 
"on  Mondiiy  Sir  John  Denham  was  sworn  a  Uaron  uf  the 
Exchequer  in  the  room  of  Altham  ;  and  Serjeant  Ilutton 
u  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  phiee  of  Nieo! ;  and  Sir 
William  Jones  of  Linctrln's  Inn  sworn  Chief  JuatitHi  of 
Ireland." 

tajC  LOBD  K.SGPISR*8  BPICRCH  IS  THE  COMMON  PLEAS, 
TO  JUSTICE  BUTTON,  "WHEN  HE  WAS  CAU-ED  TO  BE 
OKE  OF  THE  JOXiBS  OF  THE  COMMON    PLEAS. 

Mil.  Serjeant  IIl'TTON',  —  The  Kings  m-ist  excel- 
lent Majesty,  being  duly  inforraed  of  your  learning,  in- 
tegrity, discretion,  experience,  means,  and  reputation  in 
your  country,  hath  thought  fit  not  to  leave  you  these 
talents  to  be  employ(*d  upon  yourself  only,  but  to  call 
you  to  serve  himself  and  his  people,  in  the  place  of  one 
of  his  Justices  of  lIio  court  of  common  pleas. 

This  court  where  you  are  to  serve,  is  the  local  contro 
and  heart  of  the  laws  of  this  rtsdm.  Here  the  subject 
hath  his  asanrnnee  hy  fines  and  recoveries.  Hero  ho  hath 
his  fixetl  and  invariable  remedies  hj prmcipua  and  writs  of 
kright.  HiTii  Justice  niM-ns  not  by  a  by-^te  of  privilege, 
*but  by  the  great  gate  of  the  King's  original  writs  out  of 
the  Chiuicery.  Here  issues  prom^ss  oF  uthiwry ;  if  men 
will  not  answer  law  in  this  centre  of  law,  they  shall  >>e 
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cost  out  o{  the  oircli*.  of  the  law.  An<l  Uierefure  it  Is 
proper  for  yuu  by  all  jimuuih  with  your  wukluiu  Hiid  furti- 
tude  to  ruaiiitun  tli-'  laws  o(  the  realm.  Whi.Tein,  nev- 
ertbelesB)  I  wouUl  not  have  you  head-nU-ong,  but  hcart- 
BtrODg;  and  to  weigh  uiid  remember  wltb  youisulf,  that 
the  twelve  Judjjes  of  tlu?  realni  urc  as  the  twelve  lions 
under  Solutiioii's  tlti'ouu:  they  uiust  be  liuna,  but  yot 
lions  under  th«  throne:  they  munt  show  their  stoutuesa 
in  I'Ipvatiug  and  bearing  itj>t}iu  throne. 

To  I'eprescnt  uulu  you  tliu  lines  and  portraitures  of  a 
good  Judge:  The  firat  i»,  That  you  should  draw  your 
learning  nnt  <if  your  books,  not  out  of  your  bndn. 

2.  That  you  shuuld  mix  well  the  freedom  of  your  own 
opinion  ^^ith  the  reverence  of  the  opinion  of  your  fellows. 

8.  That  yon  should  contiimo  the  studying  of  your 
booktf,  and  not  to  speud  on  upon  the  old  stock. 

4.  That  you  ithuuld  fear  no  man^s  face,  and  yet  not 
turn  etoutness  into  bravery. 

5.  That  you  should  he  truly  impartial,  and  not  so  as 
men  may  see  affeetion  through  fine  carriage. 

6.  Tlmt  you  be  a  light  to  jurors  to  open  their  eyes, 
but  not  a  guide  to  lead  them  by  the  noses. 

7.  That  you  affeot  not  the  opinion  of  pregnancy  and 
expedition  by  an  impiitient  and  catching  hearing  of  the 
coansellors  at  tlie  bar. 

8.  That  your  speech  be  with  gravity,  as  one  of  the 
Bnges  of  the  law ;  and  not  talkative,  nor  with  imperti- 
nent flying  out  to  show  learning. 

^.  That  your  luuids,  and  the  hands  of  your  hands  (I 
moan  those  about  you),  be  clean,  imd  uncorrupt  from 
gifts,  from  meddling  in  titles,  and  from  serving  of  turns, 
be  they  of  gi-eat  ones  or  small  ones. 

10.  That  yon  I'ontiiin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
within  the  HiiciLMit  mei-estom*8,  without  removing  the 
mark. 

11.  Lastly,  That  you  carry  such   a  hand   over  your 
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miniattirs  and  clerks,  aa  that  tbuy  ni:ty  nitber  be  in  awe 
of  ^oa,  than  prusnmu  npnn  you. 

Thesu  umi  tlm  liko  jiotnts  of  the  tiiity  i»E  u  Jiidgt^,  [ 
forbear  to  enlarj^e;  for  the  loujyer  1  have  lived  with  yoij, 
tho  shorter  shall  luj'  s|wecli  be  to  you;  knowini^  that  you 
comt*  R<i  furnished  and  prepared  with  theso  good  virtu<j», 
as  whatsfX'vrr  I  shall  i^ny  <^iiuiot  Xtn  now  unto  you.  And 
ihfn'fore  I  will  tciy  no  nioru  unto  you  at  this  time,  but 
deliver  you  your  patout. 

THE  LOKD  ICEEPEIt's  HPEETfT,  TN  THE  EXnTIRgUER,  TO 
(ilB  JOHN  DKNUA.M,  WIIKN  HE  WAS  CALLED  TO  HK 
ONE  OF  THE  BABO^S  OF  THE   EXCUEQUCR,  IN  1017. 

StR  John  DjiNH.vil,  —  The  King,  of  his  gruoji  and  fa- 
vor, bath  inatlti  choirs  of  you  to  Iw  one  of  the  barons  of 
the  Exi:he<iiier,  to  succeeii  to  one  of  the  gravest  and  UHwt 
reverend  Judges  of  this  kingdom  :  for  so  I  hold  Baron 
Althnm  was.  The  King  takea  you  not  upon  credit  but 
protif,  and  great  pnxif,  of  your  furmer  servico ;  and  that 
in  both  thuee  kinds  wherein  you  nrt»  now  to  serve;  for  ns 
yon  have  showed  yourself  a  go*Kl  judgft  between  party 
and  party,  so  you  have  showed  yonrst'lf  a  giHxl  adniinis- 
tt*r  of  the  revenue,  both  when  you  were  Chief  Baron,  and 
wnre  us  e^^uncillor  r>f  estate  there  in  Irehind,  whtM*e  the 
couneil  (as  yon  know)  doth  in  great  part  luaniigo  and 
inesnage  the  revenue. 

And  to  both  these  parts  I  will  apply  some  admoni- 
tions, not  vulgar  or  discursive,  but  apt  for  tho  times,  and 
in  few  words;  for  they  are  best  reinemberrd. 

First,  therefore,  above  all,  you  ought  to  maint4iin  tlie 
Kings  prerogative,  and  to  set  down  with  yourself  that 
the  KingV  prerc^ative  and  the  law  are  not  two  tlungs; 
but  the  King's  prert>gative  is  law,  and  the  principal  part 
of  the  law;  the  lirst-born  or /Jrtr«t  prt'ma  of  the  law;  and 
then»fore  in  eonserving  ami  niaintaining  that,  you  eon- 
serve  and  maintain  the  law.     There  is  not  in   the  bi^ly 
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of  man  one  Inw  of  the  hend^  and  another  of  the  body,  bat 
all  is  one  eiitin*  Ihw. 

Tbt*  n»?xt  |ioiiit  tliat  I  wuiiM  now  ndviec  yoti  is,  tliat 
joxi   Hrqufiint  ynnrsc-lf  diligently  with  the  revpiiiip,  and 

tulso  with  the  uiiciont  records  and  precedents  of  this 
court.  When  the  famous  case  of  tlio  Copjwr  Mines  was 
argued  in  this  court,  uiid  judgvd  fur  the  King,  it  wus  not 
upon  the  fine  reason  of  wit ;  as  tluit  the  King's  preroga- 
tive drew  to  it  the  cliief  i»  quaque  $pecif  ;  the  lion  ia  the 
chief  of  beusU,  the  eiigle  the  chief  of  birds,  the  wluile  the 
chief  of  fishes,  and  su  copper  the  chief  of  minerals ;  for 
tbese  arc  but  diilHunees  of  hiw  and  orniiinents  :  but  it 
was  the  giMTp  records  and  precedents  that  grounded  the 
judgment  of  that  cause  ;  and  therefore  I  would  have  you 
both  guide  and  arm  yourself  with  them  against  these 
\'upora  and  fumes  of  law,  which  are  extracted  out  of 
meii*s  inventions  and  conceits. 

The  third  advice  I  will  give  you  hath  a  large  extent ; 
it  is,  tliat  you  do  your  endeavor  in  your  place  so  to  man- 
ago  the  King's  justice  and  revenue,  aa  the  King  may 
have  most  jnvifit.  and  tlie  subject  least  vexjitioii  ;  for 
when  there  is  much  vexation  to  the  subject  and  little 
benefit  to  the  King,  then  the  Exchequer  is  sick ;  and 
when  there  is  much  benefit  to  the  King,  %vilh  less 
trouble  and  vexation  to  tlie  subject,  then  the  Ext.-hequer 
is  sound.  As  for  example:  if  there  shall  be  much  raking 
for  the  Kiiig*8  old  debts,  and  tlie  more  fresh  and  kto 
debts  sliall  ha  either  more  negligently  callwl  ujwn  ttr 
over-easilv  discharged  or  oyer-indnlgcntly  stalled:  or  if 
the  number  of  informations  be  many,  and  tlie  King's 
part  or  fines  fnr  conip<isitions  a  trifle  ;  or  if  there  be  much 

Iftdo  to  get  the  King  new  land  upon  concealments,  and 
that  which  he  hath  already  be  not  well  known  and  uur- 
Teyed,  nor  the  woods  preserved  (I  could  put  you  many 
otber  cases ;)  this  falls  within  that  which  I  term  the  sick 
eatat<^  of  the  Exchequer;  and  this  is  that  which  mnke8 
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over}'  mail  rc:u]y  with  their  iiiKl(*rtjikin^A  and  lliair  proj. 
et'M  to  difttiirb  th<-'  ancient  fram**  of  the  Exohuquer  (than 
the  which,  I  am  jwrsuadd!,  lliepf  is  not  ti  hftlcr);  thid 
being  the  burthen  uf  tht?  sung :  Thut  much  gueth  out  of 
the  subject's  purse,  and  litfle  ctimoth  to  th«  King's  purse, 
Theri'foro,  give  them  not  that  advanUige  so  to  say.  Sur«* 
I  am,  that  bosi(h?a  your  own  assooiiites,  ihft  Barons,  you 
•ei-ve  with  two  enperior  great  o(fic«ra,  that  have  honor- 
able antJ  truu  ends  and  dettiro  tu  serve  the  King  and 
right  the  subject. 

There  ri«teth,  that  I  deliver  you  your  patent. 

THK    SPEECH     USED     BY    SIK     J^'RANCia     BACON,     LOSD 

KEKPEK  OF  THK  GUEAT  SEAL  OF  ENGLAND,  TO  SIR 
WILUAil  JONF>S,  Ul-OS  HLS  CAIXiNG  TO  BE  LORD 
OHIKF  JUSTICE  OF    IHELAXD,  1617. 

Siii  William  Jones,  —  The  King's  moat  pxcellenfc 
Mjijesty,  being  duly  informed  of  your  sufficiency  every 
way,  bath  callud  you,  by  Ids  writ  now  returned,  to  tJie 
state  and  degree  of  a  seijeant  at  law  ;  but  not  to  stay 
there,  but,  boing  »o  quittitied,  to  serve  him  as  hia  Chief 
Juitioo  of  his  King's  Ucnch  in  his  reiUm  of  Ireland. 
And  therefore  that  wliicli  I  KhaU  siiy  to  you,  must  be  ap- 
plied not  to  your  aerjeant  s  phice  (which  you  tako  bnt  in 
pnsHJkge)  but  to  tliat  great  pluce  where  you  are  to  settle ; 
and  becsiuse  I  will  not  spend  time  to  the  delay  of  tho 
business  of  causes  uf  tite  court,  I  will  lead  you  the  short 
journey  by  examples,  and  nut  the  long  by  precepts. 

Th«  pljice  ibftt  you  shall  now  serve  in  hath  boon  for- 
tunate to  be  well  served  in  four  sitotrctiatons  before  yun. 
Do  but  tako  unto  you  the  constancy  and  lutegnty  of  Sir 
Robert  (lardiiicr  ;  the  gravity,  tenij>er,  and  dUerotion  of 
Sir  James  Lea  :  the  quickness,  industry,  and  dispatch  of 
Sir  Humphrey  Wincb  ;  the  care  and  afTection  to  the 
commotiwpalth,  anH  the  prudent  and  politic  administm- 

tinii  of    Sir    Julin    T)»-nlt:im  ;    :iiul    yoU  shall    n''''«l  no  «>ihiT 
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lesaonft.  They  were  all  Lincoln's-Tnii  inon  ns  you  are; 
you  have  known  tlirm  as  well  in  their  heginningB  a»  in 
(heir  aHvanceinent. 

But  bt'triiiise  you  are  to  be  there  not  only  Chief  Jua- 
tice,  but  a  r.onncillor  06  estate,  I  will  put  you  iu  mind  of 
the  great  work  now  in  hand,  thnt  you  may  niise  your 
thoughts  luioording  unto  it. 

Ireland  is  the  last  rx  fiUin  Eumpcc  which  hath  been 
reclaimetl  from  ilesolatiou  and  a  desert  (in  many  parts) 
to  population  and  plantation  ;  and  from  sjivage  and  bar- 
burons  customs  to  humanity  and  civility.  This  is  the 
King's  work  in  chief.  It  is  his  garland  of  heroieal  virtue 
and  felicitj',  Hcnietl  to  hia  progenitors,  and  reserved  to 
his  times.  The  work  is  not  yet  conducted  to  perfection, 
but  is  in  fuir  advance.  And  this  I  will  Siiy  coutidently, 
that  if  trod  bless  tliat  kingdom  with  pejice.  luid  justice, 
no  usurer  is  so  sure  in  aeven  years^  space  to  double  liia 
principal  with  interest,  and  interest  upon  interest,  as  that 
kingdom  is  within  the  same  tin)e  to  double  the  stock 
both  of  wealth  and  people.  So  as  that  kingdom,  which 
once  within  these  twenty  years  wise  men  were  wont  to 
doubt  whether  they  should  wish  it  to  \n\  in  a  j)Ool,  la  like 
now  to  become  almost  a  garden,  and  younger  sister  to 
Great  Britain.  And  therefore  you  must  set  down  with 
youraelf  to  be  not  only  a  just  governor,  and  a  good  Chief 
Justice  (as  if  it  were  in  England),  but  under  the  King 
and  the  Deputy  you  are  to  bo  a  master-bidlder,  and  a 
master-planter,  and  reducer  of  Ireland.  To  which  end  I 
will  trouble  you  at  this  timo  but  with  three  directions. 

The  first  is,  that  you  have  Fpecial  care  of  the  thr»*o 
plantations.  That  of  the  north,  which  is  iu  part  acted: 
tliat  of  Wexford,  which  is  now  in  distribution  :  and  that 
of  Ltingford  and  Letrim,  which  is  now  in  snrvcy.  And 
take  this  from  me,  that  the  bauf.  of  a  plantation  is,  whun 
the  undertakers  or  planters  make  such  haste  to  a  little 
nK'(;haniral  presi-nt  profit,  as  disturbeth  the  whole  frame 
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and  noblpnp.S9  of  the  work  for  times  to  uome.  Thtfrcfore 
hold  theiti  to  tlitiir  cuveitunts,  and  thu  strict  ordinanoea 
of  plantation. 

TIk'  Sf wind  is,  tliat  you  be  careful  of  the  Kiiig'B  reve- 
nne»  and  by  little  and  little  cunatitute  him  a  good  de- 
mtiflnCf  if  it  niny  bu;  whiuh  hitherto  ia  littlt!  or  none. 
Fur  tlie  King's  case  is  hard,  wht*n  every  raan's  laikd  shall 
be  iinprovfMi  in  value  vvitli  incru;i»e  manifold,  and  the 
King  shall  be  tieJ  to  Ills  dry  rent.^ 

My  last  direutiou  (though  Brst  in  weight)  is,  that  you 
do  all  good  endeavors  to  proceed  resu>lutely  and  eon- 
stanUy,  and  yet  with  due  temporanee  and  equality,  in 
matters  of  religion  ;  leet  Ireland  civil  become  more  dan- 
gerous to  ua  than  Irehmd  savage.  So  God  give  you 
Cc»mfort  of  your  place. 

[^  After  tSir   William  Joiwtt*M  Speetih  .*] 

I  had  fiii-gotten  one  tiling,  whieU  was  tliis.  You  may 
take  exoeeJing  great  comfort,  that  you  shall  serve  with 
such  a  DepuLy  :  one  Uiat  (1  think)  is  a  nniu  ordained  of 
God  i(>  do  great  guod  to  that  kingdom.  And  this  I  think 
■good  to  say  to  you,  that  the  true  temper  of  a  Chief  Jua- 
tiwi  liiwartis  a  r)u[)uty  i«.  neither  servilely  to  second  him, 
nor  factiously  to  oppose  him. 

The  short  lelter  whioli  follows  deserves  attention,  be- 
oaujie  it  w;m  brought  up  again  two  riiontha  later  in  a  way 
for  which  Bacon.  I  am  mire,  was  not  at  alt  prepared.  It 
would  Mi't  be  wt-'ll,  hfiwever,  to  antieipate  the  stof}' ;  and 
thcrefort^  I  bhall  only  say  now  that  it  wus  imputed  to 
him  by  the  King  as  a  grave  otTensc,  and  leave  the  reader 
for  the  present  to  gueBs  wherein  the  ofTense  lay. 

I  Tbe  N'(t(»  in  \\»i\.  MHA.  I&T«I,  ^fv*-  ttii^  iiuMftfi  ihuKt  "MiMtnf  |b<<  \nn<i 

lliitb  |ia*«vd  tliruujjti  hU  hiiiil ;  yvz,  atitl  yi<t  wbva   Uie   luti  kLili)«i  or  ratnn  In 

.  Ir«Uiict,  It  •tiiM;«  not  ii'ir  rniiu  not  nn   llin   King's  nivi-iicw  lient.     Atid  wliru 

|cverv  maa't  Imiil  n«e«  ihrvvfoM,  rourfolil,  atid  fivefold,  ttie  Kliiptliall   l>c  tied 

■  til  \\i»  dry  tvn\" 
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TO  THE  R.  HON.  HIS  VSBY  GOOD  L.  THE  EARL  OF 
niTCKIN«HAM,  OF  HIS  M.'s  MOHT  HON.  COUNCrL  OF 
KSGLAND    AND  SCOTLAND. 

My  VERY  GOOD  LOBD,  —  I  know  your  Lordship  bath 

it  flpecial  care  of  anything  that  poni'emeth  the  Qneen. 
She  WHS  eiiti'red  into  iliftlike  of  her  Solicitor,  this  beartn* 
Mr.  LowUer,  and  ri'sohite  in  it.  To  serve  and  not  to 
plense  is  no  man's  condition.  Therefore  upon  knowledge 
of  h<*r  plpasure  he  whs  willing  to  part  with  his  plucR, 
upon  hope  not  to  b«  destituted,  but  to  be  preferred  to 
one  of  the  Baron's  ]>laceB  in  Ireland.  I  pray  move  the 
KitiR  for  him,  and  let  his  Majesty  know  from  me,  that  I 
think  (howsoever  he  pleased  not  here)  he  is  lit  to  do  his 
Majesty  sprvice  in  that  place ;  ho  is  gnive  and  formal 
(which  ie  somewhat  there),  and  sufficient  enough  for  that 
place.  The  Queen  hath  made  Mr.  Haekwtll  her  solic- 
itor, who  hath  for  a  long'  time  taken  much  pains  in  her 
business,  xvhereln  she  huth  done  well.  He  was  an  op- 
jiosite  in  Parliament,  ns  Jones  was,  that  tho  King  bath 
made  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland.  But  I  holil  it  no  ill 
coiinstfl  to  win  or  to  remove  such  men.  God  preserve 
and  prosjmr  you. 

Your  true  and  devoted  friend  and  serx-aut^ 

Fu.  Bacok. 

WntTRHALi^  35  Mav,  1617. 

We  shall  now  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  how  very  ' 
wide  of  the  niark  *'  tli«  general  opinion  **  may  bo  (even 
when  collected  by  so  dispassionate  and  sensible  a  man  as 
Chamberlain)  in  its  specnlations  u])on  the  proceedings  of 
men  in  great  place.  We  l>ave  iill  of  ua  abundant  oppor- 
tunities of  seeing  e3cactly  the  s:ime  thing  among  ourselves ; 
but  in  history  of  post  times  it  does  not  oflon  happen 
that  the  general  tipinion  and  the  particular  fact  can  be 
brought  into  such  immediate  comparison.  And  in  the 
absence  of  express  contradiction  by  tlie  events  popular 
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ramors  iire  too  comraoiily  accepted  as  worth  verj'  much 
more  iu  the  way  of  eviHonce  than  thoy  rt'iilly  aro,  Easter 
term,  whicli  began  on  lht>  Tth  of  May,  ontlwi  on  llie  2d 
of  June.  Bacon's  absence  on  two  or  Uivoe  oo^isions  at 
ihe  council  board  or  StJit  Oliambcr  hud  ahvrmed  people 
for  Uia  country.  The  I^ord  Keeper  had  not  health  or 
strength  for  hia  work :  what  was  to  become  of  the  private 
subject  ami  t\w  commonwealth  ?  On  the  Hth  of  June 
lUcon  wrote  t«j  Buckiugbatn  tlie  following  letter,  which 
will  give  the  answer  :  — 

TO  THK  ZXltL  OF   BUCKINGHAM. 

Mv  VEBV  ooon  Lord,  —  This  day  I  have  made  even 
with  the  business  of  the  kingdom  for  ctimnioii  justice. 
Not  one  cause  nnheni-d.  The  lawyers  drawn  dry  of  all 
thn  niotioHB  they  were  to  nnike.  Not  one  petition  unan- 
swered. And  tliis  I  think  could  not  be  said  in  our  age 
before.  This  I  fip^ak  not  out  of  t»stentjition,  but  out  ol 
gladneifs,  when  I  have  done  my  duty.  I  know  men 
tliiuk  I  cunnot  continue,  if  I  should  thus  oppress  myself 
wiUi  business.  But  that  account  is  made.  The  duties 
of  life  are  more  than  life.  And  if  I  die  now  I  shall  die 
before  the  world  be  wpary  of  me,  wliieh  in  our  times  is 
eomewbat  rare.  And  all  this  while  I  have  been  a  little 
nnperfoct  in  my  foot.  But  I  have  taken  pains  moro  like 
the  bt'ast  with  four  legs,  tlian  like  a  man  with  warce  two 
legs.  But  if  it  be  a  gout  (which  I  do  noitlipr  acknowl- 
edge nor  muoh  disclaim)  it  is  a  good-natunnl  gout;  for  I 
have  no  nx^v  of  it,  and  it  goeth  away  quickly.  I  have 
hojw  it  is  but  an  aecidwnt  of  changing  from  a  field-air  to 
a  ThamcR-nir;'  or  rather,  I  think,  it  is  the  distanoo  of 
the  King  and  your  Lordship  from  me  that  doth  congeal 
my  humors  and  spiritM. 

When  I  had  wrilteu  this  letter,  I  received  your  Lord- 

*  rnni  Gray'*  Ina  to  Vvntt  Eloawt,  whicb  liad  l>een  lc«l  1«  bim  nblle  Tork 
tbnm  W9K  gvUhi^  rrailr. 
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sbtp*a  letter  of  tbe  tbird  of  this  jipesent-,*  wlierein  your 
Uirdshij)  showeUi  yonr  solicitous  eare  of  my  health,  which 
did  woiulerfully  comfort  nie.  Ami  it  is  true,  thut  ut  tJiis 
present  I  am  very  well,  and  my  supposed  g-jut  quite 
vanished. 

I  humbly  pniy  you  to  commend  my  serrice,  infinite  ia 
desire,  howsoever  limited  in  ability,  to  hia  Majesty,  to 
hear  of  whose  l)e:ilth  inid  good  diftpositiun  L«  tu  me  the 
grentfst  beatitude  which  I  can  I'ctieivo  in  this  world. 
And  I  humbly  bestH'oh  his  Majesty  to  pardon  me  that  I 
do  not  now  send  him  my  ncoount  of  council  business, 
and  oilier  his  royid  commnnds,  till  within  these  four 
days;  because  this  flood  of  business  of  justice  did  hitherto 
wholly  ]M>Ki}ess  me  ;  which  I  know  worketh  this  ctTect,  as 
it  contenti-'th  his  subjects,  and  knitteth  their  hearts  mure 
and  more  to  his  Majesty  ;  though  I  must  confets  my  mind 
is  upt;n  other  mattei-»,  as  his  Majesty  shall  know,  by  the 
gnvce  of  God,  at  his  return.  Gotl  ever  bless  and  pros- 
])er  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most 

devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fb.  Baoox. 

rniTKBALT.,  tliia  Stii  of  JuDe,  U17. 

It  wns  about  this  time  that  Biicon  had  the  ploiisure  of 
weh^oming  his  old  friend  Toby  Matthew  back  int<)  Eng- 
land, He  had  always  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  him, 
and  there  are  several  of  liis  letters  among  the  papers  at 
Lamlielh,  which,  having  been  first  printed  by  Birch  in 
bis  **  I^ettera,  etc.,  of  the  Lonl  Chaneullor  Bacon,"  and 
afterwards  included  in  liis  edition  of  the  entire  works, 
have  been  retained  by  nil  succeeding  editors.  In  this  col- 
lection I  do  not  include  letters  addressed  to  Bacon  by 

>11ii!or'.'  <ii«]r  liv  seen  in  MftH.  MSS- TOOA.     It  U  mervly  ui  Aflec- 

Clonnti!  If  1 1  upon  t  npnrt  (prwliahl.v  Tmro  Winwnod,  UAy-2Sl')  that 

ilicoti  liNi)  I"-''!)  •tn c>J  lo  hid  ctintnlicr.     It  is  chieflr  nolahlc  n^  *htiwin|£  how 

vcrr  calm  uml  tweet  lh«  mather  wm,  m)  short  •  Ume  before  Uio  Monn  whfvb 
wa  (hull  wluicM  iirMcaUjr. 
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other  people,  except  whore  they  help  to  throw  tight  upon 
Lis  own,  or  upon  himsolf,  —  upon  liis  lett»?rs  or  his  life, 
—  which  1  have  not  hitherto  found  to  be  the  ciise  with 
Toby  Matthew^s,  otherwise  than  as  showing  the  contin- 
tULOoe  on  both  sides  of  a  very  warm  interest  and  affec- 
tion, Btimulntod  by  common  studies  and  mutual  serviocs. 
The  servioofl  had  been  hitherto,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  all  on  Bacon's  side.  For  Matthew  waa  still  an  exilf, 
longing  to  return ;  and  as  there  waa  no  reason  for  keep- 
ing him  m  exile  except  the  supposed  necessity  of  making 
him  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  (for  though  inexorably 
faithful  to  his  new  religion,  he  appears  to  have  continued 
perfectly  loyid  to  England),  all  the  iiiHueuce  that  Btujon 
had  was  nsed  in  his  favor.  This  by  itself  was  not  very 
much,  I  fjincy.  Hut  in  1GU5,  fortune  presented  Matthew, 
who  was  then  at  Brussels,  with  a  new  chance.  After  hia 
banishment  from  Kngland  in  February  1607-8,^  ho  had 
gone  into  Fmnce  and  there  made  the  ucquaintiince  of 
Mr>  ViJlieiB,  Mr.  Villiers,  who  waa  then  nobody,  had 
suddenly  become  the  most  powerful  instrument  in  Eng- 
land for  overcoming  a  scruple  in  tlie  King's  mind;  and 
Matthew  took  tidvantnge  of  the  opportunity  to  press  hia 
■uit.  As  a  mediator  both  with  Villiers  and  the  Areh- 
btflhop  and  the  King,  Bacon  could  be  of  great  use;  and 
thougli  the  compliraontary  phrases  used  by  a  fine  and 
ingenious  writer  in  expressing  his  obligations  to  sueh  a 
num  are  not  to  be  quoted  as  historieul  evidence,  it  ia 
plain  that  Matthew  reidly  attributed  the  success  of  the 
mtHliution  (so  far  as  it  wsis  successful)  in  great  part 
to  Bacon's  zeal  and  jutlgment.  A  letter  which  he  oer- 
bunly  received  from  him  al>out  the  middle  of  August, 
10U$,  would  have  given  ua  better  information ;  but  the 
copy  which  wiut  once  among  his  papers  has  unfortunately 
ditiappcared;  and  all  we  know  of  it  is  guthorud  (mm 
the  terms  in  whiuh  it  was  acknowledged.  These  ttiuro- 
fore  I  give  in  full. 

L  6m  ftbOTi,  rol.  I.,   pp.  &18-«21. 
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**!  bnve  been  happy  by  your  Honor's  noble  uml  tleor  lines  of 
tb«  two  and  iwcntielli  of  July,  anil  tbe  joy  tliat  I  took  Uicrein 
WM  only  kept  from  excess  by  the  notico  (bey  guve  mo  of  ttoma 
inlenlioiia  aitU  advices  of  your  Honor  wbicb  yuu  bad  been 
pleuod  to  impart  to  other  of  my  fn^^ndii  wiili  a.  meaning  iliiii  they 
abould  acquaiul  me  with  them,  whereof  they  hitve  entirely  failed. 
And  therefore  (if  atiU  it  should  import  mc  to  understnnd  what 
Uiey  were)  I  must  Imj  enforced  to  beg  the  Itnowlwlge  of  thym 
from  yourfielf.  Your  Honor  hath  by  thiR  short  letter  delivered 
me  otherwise  from  a  great  deal  of  tuborious  stispensa.  For  (be- 
sides (be  great  hope  yoa  give  mo  of  being  so  shortly  able  to  do 
you  reverence)  I  am  come  to  know  that  by  the  diligence  of  your 
fiivor  townnls  me  my  Lord  of  Canterbury  hath  been  drawn  to 
give  wuy,  aU4l  (lie>  Master  of  the  Horse  bath  been  induced  to 
move.  That  motion  1  trust  will  bt^  grunted  bowtM.»ever,  but  t 
should  be  out  of  foar  thereof  if,  when  he  moves  the  King,  your 
Honor  woidd  cast  to  be  present;  tbat  if  his  Majesty  shoidd 
make  any  diflicttUy,  snmo  such  reply  as  is  wont  to  come  from 
yon  in  such  cases  may  have  power  to  dtscbarge  it. 

Tbe  difficulty  seeiits  now  to  have  been  entirely  writh 
tbe  King.  Cbamberlain,  wbo  bad  an  interest  in  Mat- 
thew as  a  friend  of  Carleton's,  spoke  to  Winwood  in 
favor  of  his  suit  on  the  11th  of  Ootober,  who  told  him 
pkinly  "tbat  the  King  would  not  hear  of  it;  and  yet  he 
httd  both  moved  it  binifte|f»  nnd  got  thw  fjtn>l  Villiers,  for 
the  awjuaintince  he  bad  abroad  with  Mr.  Matthew,  to 
move  it  likewise :  but  with  the  like  snccesa.  Yet  he  says 
that  if  be  could  be  brought  to  take  the  oath  of  allej:jiance 
be  would  not  leave  urging  till  he  had  effected  it."  In 
the  beginning  of  December  Bacon  was  tigiiin  employed 
in  the  negotiation ;  as  I  gather  from  another  entr)'  in 
Stephens's  catalogue;  but  in  what  way  and  with  what 
success  we  do  not  know.  All  we  know  is  that  Matthew 
obtained  leave  to  return  (though  subject  to  Hoioe  condi- 
tions of  restraint)  in  May,  and  that  in  the  middle  of  July 
he  ftrrived.  Ou  the  18tb,  Chamberlain  saw  him  at  Win- 
wood's  house :  who  **  used  him/'  he  says,  ^*  kindly,  and 
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dfuilt  earnestly  with  liim  to  take  the  oath  of  allegi^inue ; 
but  ss  isLV  aa  I  could  perceivu  it  wua  lost  Uihor ;  though 
he  told  him  without  doing  it  \w  was  verily  of  opinion  tlie 
King  would  not  endure  him  long  here."  Bacon»  I  imag- 
ine, bad  undertaken  to  be  nuswerable  for  his  behaviur. 
For  it  was  ;i,s  hia  guest  that  he  remained  in  Knghuul. 
"Perhaps  (julds  Chamberlain)  he  presnmej*  upon  my 
Lord  Keeper *8  favor,  which  indeed  is  very  great  now  at 
first,  if  it  continue  ;  for  he  lodgetb  him  in  York  House, 
and  carries  him  the  next  week  along  with  him  to  Gor- 
hnmbury  by  St.  Albana."  So  great  indeed  wws  the  favor 
he  showed  him,  tlmt  people  began  to  think  it  too  mueh. 
For  writing  again  three  weeka  after  Chamberlain  reports 
him  Btili  at  Gorhiimbury  ;  "being  so  exoeedingly  favored 
and  respected  by  that  Ijurd  that  it  is  thought  aliquid  rti- 
fflium«  that  a  roan  of  his  pUce  should  give  so  much  coun- 
teoancQ  to  one  ao  aftt^cted.  And  some  stick  not  to  say 
that  former  private  fumiliurity  should  give  place  to  pub- 
lic respects/'  It  could  not  be  expected  that  when  all  pa- 
pists were  so  mueh  suspected  and  disliked  as  they  then 
were,  attentions  of  tliis  kind  to  a  pervert  and  a  rtfcuaant 
would  escape  popular  censure.  But  they  were  open  to 
no  just  objection,  and  wi*re  of  important  serviee  to  u 
valued  friend,  whose  society  we  leave  Bacon  to  enjoy 
during  the  short  interval  of  fair  weather  which  pi'eceded 
the  squall  to  be  described  in  the  next  chapter. 

TDb.  D.  li 


CHAPTER  III. 


A*   D.    1617.      JUNE-SEPTEMBER.      ^ETAT.   57. 

Eari«t  in  July,  Baoon  recoived  a  leiter  from  a  frieiid 
who  had  been  to  the  Court  in  Scotland,  giving  a  favor- 
able report  of  the  progress  of  busineas  in  the  aeasion  of 
Piirliaineut  wliiuh  had  just  cltised.  The  busiueaa  I  ne«d 
not  meddle  with,  as  it  does  uot  concern  nny  ]>art  of  kis 
oorrespondcncc.  But  tbu  concluding  piiragraph  seems  to 
imply  somo  apprehension  of  trouble  in  store  for  Bacon 
himself. 

"  I  hnvo  mado  good  profit,"  he  says,  '*  of  my  journey  hither ; 
for  I  have  guttou  a  iniDscript  of  the  speech  which  your  Lord- 
ship did  deliver  nt  your  first  and  happy  sitting  in  the  Chancery  \ 
irhioh  I  could  not  gain  in  Englaiid.  It  hath  been  Hhuwed  tu 
the  King,  and  received  due  approbjitioii.  'ITie  God  of  Heaven, 
all-wi»e  uimI  all-Hiiiricinnt.  guard  niid  a6»ist  your  Ixjrdship  in  ali 
your  acLiuQs ;  for  I  can  read  here  whatsoever  your  Lonlship 
dolh  act  there ;  and  your  countea  be  such  as  you  need  uot  to 
fear  to  give  copies  of  them.  But  the  Klug'a  ears  be  widn  and 
longf  and  he  seetli  with  many  tyca.  All  thiit  works  for  your 
honor  and  comfort.  I  pray  God  iiothiug  be  soiled,  heated,  or 
cooled  in  the  carriage.  Envy  somciimes  attends  virtues  and  not 
for  good ;  and  these  bore  certain  proprieties  and  circumatanoes 
inherent  to  your  Loitlship's  mind,  whicli  men  may  admire^  Z 
cannot  express.  But  I  will  wade  no  furcher  herein  lest  1  should 
seem  eloquent,"  etc. 

Whatever  these  vagiio  hints  meant,  it  was  true  that 
Bacon's  favor  with  the  King  and  Buckingham  was  in 
great  danger  at  this  time  ;  and  the  danger  had  arlsou  in 
an  unauHpected  quarter.  We  left  Sir  Edward  Coke  lost 
November  preparing  to  follow  the  couuBel  of  bis  anony- 
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moua  adviser  and  ^  learn  of  the  unjust  sLew:ird  to  make 
friendaof  tlip  nnrighteons  Maninion.*'  *  It  was  a  new  part 
for  bitn,  and  tiiu  Imrdoi-  to  piny  becaufif!  ho  ooulH  not  al- 
together lay  aaide  his  old  character.  But  the  force,  and 
perhaps  I  should  add  the  coarseness  of  hi^  nature  carried 
him  throughtand  be  auccccdtd  m  the  end  in  getting  what 
ht;  wstnt^'d.  His  youn^^t  daughter  was  a  fib  matrii  in 
point  of  age  for  Sir  John  Viltiers,  nuckingham'a  brotlinr; 
and  hR  hni\  the  nieann  of  making  it  a  dt^Mrable  mati^li  in 
point  of  wealth.  Bnckingham,  who  hail  never  come  into 
personid  cnllisinn  with  him  ;ind  waa  always  eager  to  ad- 
vanc*?  hiH  own  kindretl,  took  him  into  favor  at  once  ;  and 
the  King,  who  in  spite  r>f  continual  collisions  and  many 
causea  of  irritation  and  not  unreasonable  displeasure, 
seoms  to  liave  ret^ned  a  respticb  and  even  a  kind  of  lik- 
ing for  the  man,  could  n<it  be  long  at  enmity  with  one 
whom  Buckingimm  favored.  Williiu  leas  than  a  month 
from  the  time  when  Coke  reofiivetl  his  aupermedeaB  we 
find  symptoms  of  returning  grace. 

**Sir  Edward  Coke,"  writea  lidward  Shcrbum  to  Carleton 
on  the  7ih  of  Dtscembcr.  Jfiltt,  "was  tlio  last  we*k  wi;h  the 
King  at  Ncwuiurkct.aiid.  klsviiug  hi&  ]^I.  Luuda  lit*  reci^ivcd  some 
kind  |ir(>miw>  also,  which  wii*  to  (his  c fleet :  That  idllion^h  his 
M.  liwl  remuveil  liiai  from  the  ptncct  of  Chi^i'  Justice  for  some 
•pttdal  end*,  us  holding  hiu  not  lUingcther  so  fit  a  man  to  do  bis 
Al-wrvicc  ill  tlmt  ofllc'o,  vol  his  iijoanin^  wiis  not  to  Iobc  no  go<>il 
It  »crvAnu  hul  that  he  would  Imve  htm  in  romcmbraiice  and  em- 
ploy him  in  some  other  conditiou.  Which  whotlier  il  may  ooii- 
irnt  Sir  Kdward,  I  know  not;  but  I  an)  sure  the  generality  will 
be  mncli  iLnVfcted  to  see  liim  r«tttored  to  honor/* 

Again  on  the  14tli:  — 

**  Sir  Kdwttfd  Cok(!  hutii  hceii  ugiiin  wit)!  bin  M.  since  my  last 
to  your  Lp.  and  it  is  geiiundly  rupuiUK]  thul  hlti  M.  will  create 
him  a  Haron,  somotiroo  these  holidays ;  for  nithcr  his  friouds 

^  8cs  "  ■  l«Ucr  of  advice  wrtibm  to  Sir  ICtlwsril  Coke,  Ix>r>l  t^hl«f  Jtutice  of 
tlM  Klii(['i  Bcncb."  Unl  priiucd  iu  Um  Jttmaiiu,  aud  coduuduI)',  itku»Kti  at^ 
mnlly,  utrlbut«d  to  Bicon. 
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(whereof  th«  <^  aDil  Prince  are  two)  or  else  his  money,  or 

both  to^^ther,  h.it..    to  tiirucd  the  cnrmnt,  us  your  I^p.  inay  soo 
which  way  the  liila  begiiu  lo  run." 

To  the  same  effect,  Chamberlain,  writing  a  week  latoj-, 
reports :  — 

*'  The  Lo.  Coke  wnn  iwica  with  the  King  nt  Nowmarkwl,  no 
well  und  graciously  used  tliut  he  is  ns  jocund  umi  jovial  us  ever 
he  WHS,  It  U  geniTiilty  Rnid  he  «hal]  fthortly  Im>  made  a  lUron  ; 
but  Home  interpret  thu  kindne4»  to  >>e  but  for  the  oompfuuiiitg 
of  tt  match  for  the  L.  Villiers'  brother  with  one  of  his  daugh- 
tere." 

Kut  though  tl»e  way  scetned  smooth,  tliere  were  ob- 
Btructions  both  in  himself  and  in  his  bouse.  For  him- 
self, be  could  not,  when  it  came  to  the  point,  make  up 
his  mind  to  part  with  bo  large  a  portion  as  wna  expected  j 
while  his  wife  was  averse  to  the  match  altngether,  and 
having  a  will  about  iis  strong  as  his  own,  and  accustomed 
to  choose  the  other  way,  was  not  likely  to  l)e  accommo- 
dating. Ali-eiuly  ho  was  engaged  in  a  dispute  with  her 
oonoerning  the  administration  of  berfirst  husband's  prop- 
erty, which  hiid  to  be  brought  before  the  Council  Table  ; 
whereby  the  domestic  di-ssension  became  the  lawful  prop- 
erty of  Paul's  walk,  and  supplied  the  newsmen  of  the 
time  with  very  good  entertainment  in  the  absence  of  the 
Court.  It  happened  also  very  unhiekily  that  a  suit  for 
damages  \ras  at  the  same  time  pending  against  him  on 
account  of  an  act  done  while  he  was  Chief  Justice;  he 
having  taken  ordinary  bail  for  the  appearance  of  an  Eng- 
lishman to  answer  a  charge  of  piracy  against  France,  and 
thereby  let  him  escape ;  an  act  which  it  seems  no  one 
but  himself  would  undertake  to  justify ;  and  which  there 
were  several  willing  enough  to  aggravate.  Our  knowl- 
edge of  the  proceedings  in  Council  to  which  these  things 
led  happens  to  come  from  persons  who  had  unusually 
good  means  of  information;  and  (Ijcing  very  good  re- 
porters) they  sliall  tell  the  story  thcn»8<*U*os. 
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On  ibo  l^th  of  March,  CbAmborlain  wrote  to  Carle- 
ton  :  — 

*'Tbe  Lord  Coke  is  left  io  the  amis,  but  sure  it  ia  God's  do- 
ing, acoording  to  the  old  saylog.  perdere  quos  vult  Jupiter  print 
denuntaL  Fur  if  bo  had  hud  the  giMco  to  Itave  taken  bold  uf 
the  match  offered  bj  Sir  John  Villiers,  it  is  assuredly  ibouglii 
tbnt  before  tbis  day  he  lud  been  Ix)rd  ChanceUor.  But  stand- 
ing on  terniB  to  give  but  10.000  murks  with  his  daughter,  wbcn 
XIO.OOO  was  demanded,  and  sticking  at  £1,000  a  year  during 
her  life  (together  with  some  idle  words  that  he  would  not  ^flly 
tbo  King's  favor  too  dear,  being  so  uoccrtaln  and  variable),  he 
hath  let  slip  the  occasion,  and  brought  himself  in  danger  (bft- 
udiu^  the  disgrace)  of  paying  double  that  sum,  if  he  he  con- 
Turlcd  in  the  SUir  Chamber  of  somewhat  tlmt  it  is  tliuught  will 
be  proved  against  him.'* 

On  the  18tU  of  May  we  hear  of  hira  agiun  from  a  still 
better  authority,  —  Secretaiy  Winwood  writing  to  Sir 
Tfaoroafl  Lake  :  — 

"  We  have  hud  before  us  the  Lady  Hntton  and  Sir  Edward 
C-oke.  I  could  have  wished  between  thenuelves  by  common 
firlends  their  difittrences  had  been  determined.  I  believe  he  will 
iioquit  himself  of  that  imputation  which  is  laid  upon  him.  But 
1  Uuubt  the  matter  of  the  bail  in  the  cause  of  the  governor  of 
Diepp4^  will  tie  mori'  hiiavy  upou  bis  heart.  For  his  hrutlior 
tTudgffl  do  clear  themselves,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  but  the  car> 
riago  woa  fonl,  and  Katisfaction  must  be  mule  either  by  him  or 
by  the  King.  On  Woilnesday  next  Sir  Ed.  Coke  is  to  appear 
before  tlie  Lords  iu  both  causes." 

Again  on  the  24th,  Chamberlain  reporte  to  Carle- 
ton : — 

"  The  Lord  Coke  and  his  Liwly  buve  great  wars  at  the  Coun- 
cil table What  paused  yeai^nlay  I  know  not  yet.     But 

tlic  first  time  she  came  mifompanied  with  the  Lord  Biirghley 
atid  bu  Lady,  the  Lord  Davere.  the  Lord  Deuuy,  Sir  Thomas 
Howard  and  bis  Lady,  with  1  know  not  how  many  more,  and 
di  '  '  itiAt  bim,aud  so  rjirricd  heri^elf  that  djvcn 

■ot"  .     >.i  have  act4^d  belter.     Indeed  it  wenu  bfl 
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Iiath  earned  himself  very  simply  (lo  My  no  moi-o)  in  divors 
luattcni.  ttDil  iiu  doabl  he  ithiill  be  biHed  tliorou<;hIy ;  for  the 
King  is  much  iocetised  against  him  htill^  and  by  his  ovru  waak^ 
ncss  he  hath  lost  those  few  friendK  he  had." 

Tlie  nature  of  the  dispute  between  thi?  liusbandTfl 
wife  is  partly  explained  by  another  of  Oarieton'a  corr 
spondenta  —  George  Gerrard  —  who  writea  on  the  4th 
June : — 

"The  Lady  Hatton  accused  her  hu^lwrnd  by  way  of  petition 
the  Council  tabic  for  a  cont<>inpt  against  the  King  in  menacti 
her  that  if  s^he  Heb  her  hand  unto  tliose  articles  which  the  Kio 
had  conimandtMl  him  and  my  Lord  of  Exeter,  he  would  m& 
hinitielf  whole,  double  and  treble,  out  of  her  estate.     The  bu 
nesB  concerned  Sir  Rob.  Rich  and  Sir  Chr.  Hatton.     Upon 
delivery  of  thia  petition  Sir  Edward  Coke  was  sent  for  befo 
the  Council.     A  day  was  appointed  for  hearing  of  this  busine 
when  I  waa  present;     It  grieved  me  to  hear  such  diffHrenc 
between  nian  and  wife ;  but  counsel  of  both  sides  speaking, 
business  was  extremely  a^^ravatod.     She  chargeth  him  of  me 
acing  her  of  defeating  her  of  her  jointure;  of  having  a  pr 
priety  in  her  purchased  land  which  ho  will  uot  reltnqui.Mh. 
counsel  make  answer  and  cliarge   her  for  having  disfurnisb 
and  taken  away  out  of  three  of  his  houses  all  hangings,  plaq 
and  hou.*wbold  ntntf,  and  also  that  she  gave  him  to  his  far«  or ' 
letter  these  unfit  words  of  ialse  treacherous  villain.     My 
Keeper,  willing  to  shut  up  this  busineas,  made  a  motion  for  i 
referring  of  it  to  the  Lord  Carew  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
chequer;  who  have  since  compromised  the  differences  to 
their  contenlmonl4." 

That  the  differencea  were  settled  for  the  time  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction^  we  know  by  a  letter  from  Winwc 
to  Lake ;  which  contains  also  intelligence  of  the  result  \ 
the  inquiry  concerning  the  bailing  of  the  pirate,  and  pi 
aents  Cuke  in  an  attitude  in  which  we  have  not  hithci 
seen  him  —  acknowledging  an  error. 

"The  iliir«rences  between   Sir  Edward  Coke  and  his  La 
are  fully  accommodated  and  determined  to  their  mutual  ooote 


THK  UUANUKL  MADE  KT, 


231 


tneut  Now  Sir  Kil.  Coke  riotli  Lroat  with  the  Frvuch  Am- 
buMttclor.  and  ilulh  uflVr  very  fhiiikly  X2,00(i  for  thu  errur  he 
ooiuuiilted  about  ihu  buil  liu  look  iu  the  Kinf^'s  Boncli.  Tliu 
nmhtuttudor  dotli  «Und  sLiffly  fur  tiie  whole  sum  of  £4,H(K), 
which  M  hcycinil  all  itiodu ration,  i*oiiMdi'ring  ihut  the  three  8Ur»- 
lit«  art!  liiihtr  to  the  Kenlciice.  ttgninst  ivhom  liu  may  proceed. 
My  euro  is  to  «ud  thi^  dispute,  beciiuso  hU  M.  is  particulurly 
fiigtiafd  ill  his  hunur  ti>  tite  sutisfactioii  of  th«  ^vernor." 

The  terniH  in  which  (vokt'a  qitumd  with  liia  wife  was 
mmli?  lip  HTP  not  ataU-d,  but  from  CliambcrUiira  report 
(4  Jimi'.  I'JIT)  I  g-.ither  that  he  did  not  auci^eed  m  cur- 
rying it  nil  his  own  way. 

"*  Sir  Edwurd  Cokv  uud  Im  Lady,  alVer  m  mach  animonity  and 
vrrsngltDg  are  Iat«ty  made  friends;  and  hia  curst  heart  hath 
heeu  forced  to  yield  to  more  than  ever  he  meant ;  but  upon  this 
agroeroeiit  he  flatten*  himself  lliut  shw  will  prove  a  very  good 
'ifv.     He  Imth  likewine  njni|M)Uiided  with  the  Kreuoh  Amhofi- 

Jor  for  the  hailing  of  a  pirate  which  lay  hnavy  u|)on  him. 
Wberotik  the  Que«n  by  Hr,  Secretary  Winwood's  means  stixid 
him  in  great  itteud  :  though  it  Uuth  r^Ai  him  tho  ti«.*tl)ng  uu,  some 
say  very  near  X4,000.  But  though  he  held  it  out  a  great  nbilo* 
yet  he  was  driveu  at  laftt  to  thu  old  ruJe  redimas  te  captum  quam 
queaa  minimo" 

So  far,  Cokp*8  cansp  was  not  pnwpering.  For  it  does 
Ilut  np(X3ur  tliitt  liuekinjrhum  interceded  in  his  bc'hiilf; 
tid  the  King  was  Bnpposed  to  be  very  wpU  pleased  with 
fie  reault  of  the  proceedinjjs.  Finding  thertjforo  that  he 
bod  cither  ovor-cBti mated  the  force  of  the  attraction  or 
undern^timated  the  force  of  n>8tstnnee  un  the  other  side, 
and  that  ho  must  give  way  in  the  lessor  matter  if  he 
woidd  have  his  way  in  the  greater,  he  made  up  hiji  mind 
to  mend  his  offer.  About  the  middle  of  June  he  im- 
partetj  his  wishes  to  Winwnod,  who  immediately  con- 
veyed them  ti>  Huckingham.  Hia  wish  was  to  be  re* 
stored  to  the  Kln[:j's  favor,  **  without  wliieh,  he  at  length 
pn)f»«»iiih  he  ruuld  no  longer  breathe."     He  "h'"Uh<>wI- 
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edged  with  much  boitow  hia  former  respe<!t]eBs  behavior 
to  Uiiokinghara  in   r«lation  to  the  trwity  of  marriage 
"desiring  tliat   tlio  stimc  might  be  renewed,  with  vor 
advantageous  proposals  on  liis  part."    It  was  on  the  16th 
of  June  that  Winwood  aent  Buckingham  an  acconnt  of 
this  overture,  wliich  appears  to  have  taken  effect  imme- 
diately.    The  treaty  of  marriage  was  at  once  reopened 
and  pursued  with  eagerness  on  both  sides  ;  that  is  to  aa; 
by  Coke  himself  on  one  aide,  and  by  th«  rtdationa  of  Si! 
John  Villiei-8  on  the  other.     The  daughter,  so  far  as 
can  make  out,  Avas  piissive.      Not  so  the   mother.      I 
the  articles  of  agreement  upon  wliich  the  husband  an 
wife  had  so  lately  made  peace,   no  provision  had  beon 
made   for  this  article  of  rf*«igi*eement.      Lady  Hatton 
(who  meaning  to  leave  all  her  fortune  to  this  daughter 
thought  she  had  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  dispo^d  of  her 
vehemently  opposed  the  match,  and  prctemling  that  sh 
was  precontracted  to  tlie  Earl  of  Oxford  (who  was  awv 
in  Italy),  carried  her  off  privately  to  a  place  where  she 
might  be  safe  and  free  from  jyersecntion.     And  here  it  is 
that  Bacon  makes  his  firet  appearance  in  the  business. 
What  part  he  had  taken  in  it  at  the  Council  Board  or  in 
private,  or  wliutlior  he  bad  taken  any  part,  we  do  not 
know.    We  bavo  seen  that  the  reference  which  withdrew— 
their  former  domestic  dispute  from  public  discussion  anfl 
brought  about  a  reconciliation  between  the  husband  and 
wife  was  made  upon  his  motion.    But  the  question  o^ 
the  marriage  of  the  daughter  had  not  yet  come  befocH 
the  Board,  and  we  have  no  evidcnoo  that  he  had  meddlc^i 
in  it.    We  shall  find,  however,  by  the  next  letter,  that  In 
knew  Winwood  to  have  been  a  principal  agent  in  t 
making  or  renewing  of  the  marriage  treaty,  and    thai 
there  had  been  some  dinciisslun  about  it  among  the  Cou 
ciUors,     Now  wo  know  that  about  this  time  —  at  hiiwt 
jarly  as  the  5th  of  July,^  —  he  luul  a  qnam-l  with  \V\ 

*  Sm  Cbuiberiola'a  leUet  of  that  dat...     nuLov  notxliiiiiu  say*,  "The  dil 
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wood  :  and  it  Beemn  fur  from  improbable  tbat  it  aroso  ont 
of  n  differt^nce  of  npinion  upini  tins  qiieation ;  whiclu  be- 
ing reported  to  liuokinghani*  had  ctused  tliose  oiutiious 
appearances  that  led  Dac-on^s  correapoudeiit,  writiug  from 
Edinburgh  on  the  26th  of  .Tuul»,  to  pniy  that  nothing  in 
the  rrpnrt  of  his  prncw'dinga  might  b«  **  soiled,  heated, 
or  oooldd  ""  in  ita  pasaagt\  to  thti  King's  ear.  It  is  certain 
tlmt  iSuckinf^biini  wua  already  out  of  bamor  with  him  for 
some  reason.  But  however  that  may  be,  it  w:i8  impoiuii- 
ble  now  for  Brcoh  to  keep  clear  of  the  buaniess  any 
longer.  For  on  finding  that  the  mother  had  stolen  away 
the  daughter  from  her  fiitlier'a  otmtmly.  Lady  Compton, 
the  mother  of  the  Viilieraes,  applied  to  Bacon  on  Coke's 
behalf  for  a  warrant  to  recover  possession  of  ber.  If  tb 
is  true,  as  stated  by  Stephens,  that  a  warrant  fi'om  the 
King  to  some  of  bis  Privy  Council  *^to  summon  before 
them  his  wife  and  Imt  confeflei-ates,  in  order  to  recover 
bis  daiigbtert"  hixd  already  been  applied  for  by  Coke 
tlmnigh  Buokinghiim,  it  may  be  tbat  she  made  this  ap- 
plication to  liacon  (though  for  a  very  dilTerent  thing)  by 
Buokinghiim's  direction:  in  whirli  case  Imb  subsequent 
behavior  would  be  more  easily  accounted  for.  But  if  so, 
shi'  certairdy  did  not  tell  Bauon  by  wh<»flB  authority  aha 
came:  for  be  coiiid  not  have  written  to  Biiekingh:Lm  on 
the  subject  without  taking  notice  of  it ;  as  we  shall  pres- 
ently sec  that  he  did.  The  warrant  which  she  asked  for 
be  de<diued  to  gi*aut  —  with  very  good  judgment,  as  the 
event  showed  ;  and  at  the  same  time  n*solved  to  make 
an  api>ejd  to  Buckingham  (whose  feelings  on  the  subject 
it  is  evident  tluit  he  had  not  divined),  iidvisiog  him  to 

furmM  t#tt  out  upon  t  rtrv  vmiiTI  ncculon,  tliMt  Winwvtd  did  Imit  bb  dog 
from  Ijiiifc  ti|Ktii  «  Mo«l,  wlii<-ti  Tlttcon  Kvinf:  'Aiil  tt>«l  (*rrrv  f^iKletnao  ilM 
la%e  •  Aoff.  J^U  pu«tril  (in:  llinn  at  lhf>  ■fiiun  liiiiv  li»virif^  ^omr  bu>ii)r*a  to  kit 
Ufnii,  It  ibouli]  »(^rni  llial  S<>rrrtar/  WiimiMu)  ani  !'»••  iimr  my  Luvl  Kc«|)*r, 
ud  bii  Lonlihip  willnl  liim  oillirr  in  kirvp  or  to  knr>w  lila  illiiliiDrc.  Whorv- 
upon  li«  am**  frntn  t»ltlo,  amd  I  itiit  think  hr  ftid  Aim  no  Rami  office."  Omrl  nf 
X.  Jamr*  f.^  vnl.  i.,  p.  SH-'i.  The  tnoiilpnt  af  ihn  ilng  b  prabibln  vnouith  m  tba 
I  nf  «o(>b  •  qu«rrel|  btit  hardly  •■  ih«  c«u*r. 
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interpose  and  forbid  till  fnrtbur  tttttMiiptato  force  the  iu&i 
riugu  ]i|^iin.st  tilt!  iiK>th«i''s  eoDsent. 

ThU  wafl  till!  state  of  the  case  when   ihe  next  Le 
WU&  wiitteii ;  wliich  1  novr  leave  to  speak  for  itself, 
comes  from  Stepheiia^ti  111*81  collection,  in  wliiirh  it  is  saii 
to  be  printed  "  frtxn   the  original;"  uny  u(    the  man 
ori^als  known  to  Stephens  of  wbicli  I  htive  not  eii(V 
eeedetl  in  linding  any  trncos. 


tt^ 


TO  THK  HAUL  OF  BUGKINOUAM. 

Mv  VEKY  GOOD  LoBD,  —  I  sliall  write  to  your  Lct 
ship  of  a  biiaincfls  whioli  your  I^ordBlup   may  think 
coDoern  myself;  but  I  do  think  it  concorneth  your  Lo: 
ship  much  more.     For  as  for  me,  as  n)y  judgment  is  n 
so  weak  to  think  it  can  do  me  nay  h\irU  so  my  love 
you  is  so  strong,  as  I  would  prefer  the  guutl  of  you  au 
yours  before  mine  own   partioubu". 

It  seemeth  Secretary  Win  wood  hath  officiously  busi< 
himself  to  make  a  match  between  your  brother  and  Si 
Edward   Coke's  djiughter :  and,  as  we  heurf  he  doth  i 
rather  to  mako  a  faction,  than  out  of  any  great  affection 
to  your  Lordship.     It  is  true,  he  huth  the  consent  of  St 
Kdward  Coke  (as  wo  heiir)  upon   reusonuble  conditio 
for  your  brotlier,  aud  yet  no  better  than  without  questioi 
may  be  found  in  some  other  matches.     But  the  mother's 
consent  is  not  had«  uor  the  young  gentlewoman's,  who 
ex[)eeteth  a  great  fortune  from  lier  mother,  which  with- 
out her  conscjit  is  endangered.     This  match,  out  of  m; 
faith  and  freedom  towiuxis  your  Lordship,  I  hold  very  i 
cunveuient  both  for  your  brother  and  yourself. 

First,  Hu  uhall  marry  into  a  disgraced  house,  which  ii 
reason  of  state  is  never  held  good. 

Next,  Ke  tiiiall  marry  into  a  troubled  hcudcol  man  am 
wife,  wliich  in  ix*ligiuu  and  Christian  disurution  is  dii 
liked. 

Thirdly,  Your  Lttrdahip  will  go  nnir  tn  \o&G  all  ftu 


on 
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your  friends  na  are  udveract  to  Sir  Edwiird  Coke  (myself 
only  except,  who  out  of  a  pure  loveaiid  thankiuliu'ss  shall 
ever  he  Hnn  to  you). 

And  liistly  Hiid  chiefly  (b«*liuvu  it),  it  will  gi'vatly 
weaken  anrl  illsirai-h  the  Kind's  siTvice  ;  for  Utoiigh,  in 
rfu'^ini  of  I  he  King's  great  wi-^iuin  and  depth,  I  am  por^ 
Miadod  thri8t5  things  will  not  follow  which  ihi-y  imagine, 
y«t  opiniiMi  will  do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  and  cant  the 
King  harkf  and  inak*!  him  rehipne  into  tho-ie  inoonven* 
iencwi  which  arts  now  well  un  to  be  recovered. 
,  Therefore  my  advice  is,  and  your  Lord8hip  shall  do 
irsnU  a  great  dual  of  iionur,  if,  accoi-ding  tu  religion 
and  the  hiw  of  God,  your  Lordship  will  signify  uutu  my 
Lmly  yutir  mother,  that  your  desire  is  that  the  uiarriage 
be  not  pressed  or  procoedeil  in  witlioiit  the  consent  of 
IkiUi  parents;  and  so  either  break  it  uttogether,  or  defer 
any  further  dealing  *  in  it,  till  your  LnrdHhip's  return  : 
and  this  the  rather,  for  that  (besides  the  inconvenienee 
of  the  matter  itself)  it  liatli  been  carried  so  Ijar&hly  and 
inc(msiderately  by  Seeretary  Winwood,  as  for  ihmbt  that 
jAm  father  shuuhl  Ulke  away  the  maiden  by  fiirce,  the 
>ther,  to  get  the  start,  hath  conveyed  her  away  aetu-etly  ; 
rhicb  is  ill  of  all  sides.  Thus  hoping  your  Lordship 
will  not  only  accept  well,  but  believe  my  faithful  advice, 
who  by  my  great  experience  in  the  world  must  needs  soe 
further  than  your  Lordrfhij>  c;in,  I  et-er  rest. 

Your  Lordship's  true  and  most  devoted 
friend  and  ser\'ant, 

Fu.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

I  have  not  heard  from  your  Ijonlship  since  I  sent  the 
King  my  hiat  account  of  council  busiuess;  but  I  assure 
myself  you  re^-eived  it,  becjiusc  I  sent  at  the  same  lime  u 
packet  to  .SecretJiry  Liujue.  who  Italli  signilied  to  me  that 
he  hath  recuived  it. 

*  'dcU/'   in  Stepl)rtii»'«  ropy  iwhich   b  our  only  authorily  f<tr  llii«  Uurf, 
_aailtl»r  lbs  orlitinul  nnr  tar  Mi'loiM-iMlviit  ropy  tiavini;  beao  found  I,  but  it  traa- 
I  be  Uio  tight  Word;  '  «l«aliqg '  U  my  own  ooDJ«ctur«. 
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I  pray  your  LonlBhip  delirer  to  liia  Majesty  this  Uttlo 
note  of  Chaucery  bualness. 
July  12,  1617. 
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On  tho  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  this  letter  was 
dated  (if  wo  may  trust  a  contcraporary  report  sent  to 
Mrs.  Sadler.  Coke's  dimghter"),  Lady  Hutton,  accompa- 
nied by  Lord  Holies,  came  in  great  haste  to  seek  Baeon 
assifltance.  After  an  overturn  by  the  way,  '*  at  last 
my  Lord  Keeper's  they  come,  but  could  not  have  instai 
access  to  him  for  that  hia  people  told  them  he  was  laid  at 
rest,  being  not  well.  Then  my  La.  liutton  desired  ah^ 
might  be  in  the  next  room  where  my  Lord  lay,  that  fltafl 
might  be  the  first  that  [sliould]  sp^^ak  witli  him  after  he 
was  Btirring.  The  dixir-keeper  fuUilled  Jier  desire  an 
in  the  mean  time  gave  her  a  chair  to  rest  herself  in,  ai 
there  left  her  alone  :  but  not  long  after,  sho  rose  up  am 
bouneed  against  ray  Loi'd  Keej)er'3  door,  and  waked  hi 
and  alTrighted  him,  that  he  called  hia  men  to  him  ;  a 
they  opening  the  door,  she  thrust  in  with  them,  and  de- 
sired his  Lp.  to  pardon  her  boldneHS,  but  shu  was  like  a 
cow  that  had  lost  her  calf,  and  so  justified  [herself]  ai 
paci6ed  my  Lord's  anger,  and  got  hia  warnint  and  ra; 
Lo.  Tresiaurer'a  warrant  and  others  of  tho  Cotmcil 
fetch  her  daughter  from  the  father  and  bring  them  bo 
to  tho  Council." » 

How  it  came  that  she  had  lost  her  calf,  which  accor 
ing  to  the  hist  account  had  been  *'  conveyed  away  seerei 
ly."  we  learn  from  Chamberlain,  who,  writing  to  Carle 
on  the  lyth  of  July,  gives  the  following  history. 

"These  eight  or  ten  days  here  have  boon  great  stirs  *twi 
the  L.  Coke  and  his  Lady,  ah()uL  coitveylng  awtiy  tlie  yoiinjjer 
daughler  which  she  will  no  ways  oniisont  Bhould  mutch  wi 
Sir  John  Villiera,  us  the  Lo.  Coke  hjid  Bgree<I,  with  £10,D0l 

I  From  ■  letter  Nmnng  Ihc  MSS.  it  Trinity  Oolliigp,  Ounbridge,  addrNwd  1 
Urs.  Ann  Sirller. 
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peudy  |iartioii.  '2000  nmrks  yenrly  maiutenatioe  duniig  hw  life, 
am]  i!l,000  Und  after  his  di^ceosc  If  he  had  oflereti  tliene  cuii- 
ditionfl  wlicn  time  iru».and  Uikun  occHsioti  by  tbo  forelK^ad  when 
•be  pn.'BouUNl  liorat-'lf.  they  might  bavo  stood  him  iu  great  Btead ; 
whiTCHS  now  pei'hapH  h»  doth  but  cHtch  nt  Uie  haid  siile.  Tlie 
dun^fhtcr  was  iirst  carried  trj  the  Lady  Withipale's;  from  i]ienc« 
privUy  to  a  houKO  uf  the  Lord  of  Argile'g  at  Hampton  Court; 
whciioo  her  fniher  with  a  warrant  from  Mr.  Kecretary  folchoil 
her,  but  iudeed  wuut  further  thiiu  hi^  warraul  and  brake  open 
divL'Mi  di>ont  bi'furu  he  ^oi  hur.  Ilia  Lady  was  at  hu  beeU,  and 
if  her  ci>acb  haxl  not  lired  iu  the  pursuit  after  him,  there  wa^ 
like  to  be  strange  tragedies." 

So  far  (  believe  hU  ia  correct.  Coke  luid  obUiined 
from  Winwood  the  warrant  which  Bacon  hswl  refused, 
and  tlTiH  was  the  ubc  bu  luid  made  of  it.  The  prewing 
bnsineas  ou  whicli  Lady  Hattou  came  to  Bacon  woa  to 
gt't  a  wnrmnt  to  rw*»ver  her  <iH>iglit«r  out  of  the  father's 
haiidfl.  And  it  tnay  liu  that  i>he  had  alrttady  had  u  mce 
with  him  for  the  possession  of  her,  and  loet  it  by  tha 
breaking  down  of  her  carriage  orliorsee.  But  nMi»ther 
correspondent  of  Carlcton'a,  writing  a  day  or  two  luti'r, 
ri'prcsentd  Iter  aa  armed  at  tlie  time  with  a  warrant 
from  the  Council  Table  ;  an  imj^vortant  circnmstance  of 
which  Chamberlain  aaya  nothing,  aud  which  I  cannot 
reconcile  with  the  most  authentic  narrative  which  has 
come  down  to  ua.  At  firat  Bight  it  miglit  be  l^iken  for 
the  warnmt  which*  accordii>g  to  Mrs.  Sadler's  cx^rre- 
Kpondnnt,  she  obtained  from  the  Lord  Keeper,  but  that 
.wouhl  be  incouHiHtent  with  the  rejiort  mtule  by  the 
'Council  to  the  King,  which,  for  all  |H>3itivo  statements 
made  in  it,  must  be  taken  for  the  highest  authority  :  and 
the  truth  probaldy  is  that  as  the  story  paasiMl  from  mouth 
tt>  tnontii  the  several  st-jiges  got  mix*»d  togpther. 

"The  mother,"  iwys  thin  new»-writer,  **miatru8tbg  aomethiog. 
Mint  hrr  daughtiT  nwny  privately  into  thr  rountry.  Sir  Ed. 
Coktj  leuma  with  great  cunning  where*  *hr  wu«,  jrets  a  warrant 
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from  Sir  Rulpb  Wiuwuod  to  fcCoh  bur  whera'er  &ba  wua, 
armed  with  n  great  troop  of  sods  and  ineii,  briiiueib  her  frum 
thonce.  The  mollier  she  procureili  a  wiirraat  from  the  (xiUO' 
cil  tablUf  whuruto  were  mnlij  uf  tlie  Couiidllors*  bauds,  to  take 
ber  again  from  him,  goes  to  meet  her  ua  sht)  ehoiild  come  up  in 
the  coach,  with  ht;r  the  Lord  Uaughton^  Sir  Kdwanl  Sackville, 
Sir  Uob.  Uicb,  uiid  others,  with  thruu  score  mcu  aad  pistols. 
They  met  bur  not :  if  they  hud,  tliuro  bad  b^eii  a  notable  skir* 
mUb ;  for  the  Lady  Compton  was  with  Mrs.  Froncb  iu  tbo 
coaoh,  and  there  was  CIcm.  G>ke,  ray  Iy>rtrfl  fijjhting  son  :  and 
ihey  all  swore  iht-y  would  die  in  t!ie  place  before  they  would 
part  with  licr.  The  Council  labored  to  aii{>case  this  bu«iuc>«s. 
The  youDg  geiitlenonmn  wa>i  placed  with  the  Kiug'«  Attorucy  ; 
from  tlicncG  brought  to  Mr.  Kdmond»:  and  in  the  end,  oiler  all 
the  clamor,  all  made  frieuda ;   and  no  doubt  it  will  be  a  match." 

Now  it  is  clear  from  the  letter  of  the  Council  that  no 
Buch  warniiit  hinl  been  gniuted  to  Lady  HaLton  on 
Saturday  the  12th  (wliich  was  the  day  on  which  Coke 
brought  Mra.  Frawtihe  nway  from  her  place  of  retreat)  ; 
for  it  was  on  Sunday  the  luth  that  she  preamited  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Board,  the  tenor  of  which,  and  tlie  proceed- 
ing ujwn  it,  is  thus  related  :  — 

**  There  wua  a  petition  delivered  unto  uh  upon  Sunday  the 
13  of  ibia  iustant  by  the  Lady  Haltoo.  compluiniug  in  some- 
what a  paa»tonale  and  tmgical  manner  that  while  by  bis  J^Iig- 
e«ty*0  grace  &be  waa  settling  and  becunng  her  poor  fortune,  she 
wa«i  by  violeucti  dispossessed  of  her  child  i  aud  informing  ua  llml 
in  regani  of  her  tiiiugliter'n  weak  constitution  ahe  had  sent  her 
to  Sir  Edmond  Withip(de*s  house  fur  a  small  tiraa,  and  thut  it 
was  not  done  in  any  secret  miinner.  Whereuiwn  Sir  E<lwanl 
Coke,  never  asking  or  lakint;  accompt  what  was  becumo  of  her, 
hut  pretending  warrant,  ha  he  Kaid.  from  the  Uoard,  had  the  day 
before,  with  his  boh  and  ten  or  eleven  i^rvniits,  weapouetl.  in 
violent  manner  repaireil  to  the  house  where  Llieir  daughter  wa^ 
remaining,  and  with  a  pii-ce  of  tinil>er  or  furm  broken  0[>en  the 
door,  and  ilraggi'd  her  along  to  his  coach  ;  with  many  other 
circumfttanci>8  too  long  lo  trouble  his  Majuay  wiihul. 

**  Whereupon,  in  regard  the  cmnjilaint  coniainwl  matter  ot 
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riot  and  dUturbntive  Kiich  aa  Imih  not  happened  ftiiiou  Uis  Muj- 
Rsly'B  de|«irtiire  into  Scdtlaml,  we  ap^M^iutod  tho  Tuwday  follow- 
tag  for  the  lic-uriiii;  of  Sir  Kdwnnl  Coke  ui>oo  xlie  h:iiiift  cota- 
plniut. 

"Tho  uialler  being  ihu's  unliTwl,  wu  fell  to  othiT  hu.siiitiBS, 
nnd  while  wo  weru  in  ilettpati^b  ihvieof.  the  LniJy  Hiiltou  uuut! 
to  (he  Coiincil-chamlKsr  donr,  and  dt^faired  to  haw  ac(M)8ft  to  ibe 
Uuord.  Mitlch  being  tulmiliRtl,  hha  wan  told  that  order  vim 
taken  c>nc«riiiug  hvv  |tetilioii ;  but  she,  making  furtht-r  instunoe, 
desiretl  her  daughter  mi?hr  be  forthwith  sent  for,  in  regard  shn 
witK  gruwn  to  that  weakness  by  occasion  of  the  violeiice  and 
fright  »ha  liud  taken  as  was  with  6peod  to  bo  looked  uuto  for 
lIw  Kufety  of  bur  life  i  und  thut  therefore  she  might  bo  broujehl 
to  Ix)ndun  tbut  night,  und  remain  in  houio  pbii^  where  she 
riii>;lit  have  such  help  by  phy^ttv  and  iittendnnL-e  a«  were  rei]- 
uiiiil«  {ur  her  preservation  and  recovery.  Which  U-iug  ihoughl 
reasonable  iu  humanity,  and  for  avoidinj^  other  inoouveniences. 
a  letter  was  written  frnm  thp  Itonrd  to  Sir  Kdwanl  Coke,  ao- 
qaaintiitg  him  with  hid  Ltidy's  eoinplatnt  and  dcbiiu,  and  refpitr- 
jug  him  U)  deliver  lii.i  (laughter  to  Mr<  Kdmuudes,  Clerk  nf  ike 
CounoIJ,  tu  he  hrunght  by  him  to  Lcmdon,  and  kept  in  bis 
honao  nntil  the  hoAring  of  tbu  rjtn^e." 

Tliu  wamiiit  which  h:id  bo  neiirly  led  to  u  collision 
(for  there  wjia  n  warrant  auswering  tho  doscriptioii, 
though  with  rtli  iniportmit  HilTerencc)  wiw  tniwie  out 
eitlinr  Unit  night  or  thH  iioxt  iitorning,  nnd  was  a  iuojis- 
urti  udupted  by  the  Council  in  vindication  of  tlietr  own 
RUthority.  For  it  secina  thut  whon  the  Cleric  o(  tho 
Comu'il  proaentetl  thtiir  lett«r  to  Cobis  on  Sunday  he  iuvi<l 
that  it  wa»  latu  iu  the  uveiiitig,  that  hia  dau^'hter  \v:is  in 
no  such  extremity,  that  **  upon  his  peril  bo  would  deliver 
hor  at  Mr.  Kilniomtett'  huuatt  Uie  next  nioniingv"  but 
"  forbore  '*  to  ilo  it  then.  Upon  hearing  which,  the 
Bnard,  '*tliinking  their  order  iiegU-etod,  and  doubting 
whether  hu  wotdd  keep  protnise,  gave  warrant  with  a 
ilaute  of  atmutati'-a  to  hring  her  to  Mr,  Edmondea*  hmtso 
jrdiiH'lv."      (T(tk«,  lifi\\t'Vi»r,  did   dt^liver  lier  iht*   nevt 


aiO         LADY  UATTON'S  PEfmON  TO  TI!K  COUNCIL.    [Borne  VI. 

nioruing  acconling  to  bis  promiae;  and  bfingiiig  her 
luckily  by  i\  diETereiit  rofwl  from  that  which  the  party 
with  tlie  warrant  hml  titkeii,  thpy  did  not  meet.  Tlie- 
waiTjint  (sHys  the  loltor  from  the  Council)  "by  reason^ 
of  sevenil  ways,  missed  to  be  8erv€!d ; "  and  thus  the 
"notable  skirmish*'  which  Oeri-jird  thought  likely  to 
Lave  enBued  was  escajMid. 

The  young  lady  being  now  under  the  protection  of 
the  Council,  their  next  care  w;i8  to  keep  her  unmolested. 

"  Afler  she  was  brought  to  Mr.  Edinoudca'  house  acconltng 
to  his  proiaijic  we,  hearing  that  inaoy  friends  resorted  thither 
un  Iwlh  t>ii.Ie«,  and  duubtiug  hoiuu  disordt^r,  gave  directions  thai 
she  should  be  kept  private  unlil  the  hearing,  whiiih  wna  the 
itext  day*  and  two  gentlewv^nicn  only  to  be  admittc^l  to  her 
cumfuiny,  such  aa  Sir  Kdwnrd  Coke  and  his  Uidy  should 
chuoue;  which  was  accordingly  perfirmetU  Sir  Etlward  Coke 
chooi«ing  the  Lady  Compton  and   his  lady  the  Lady  Burleigh.** 

The  next  day  in  the  aftemmm  Coke  appeared  before 
the  Council  to  answer  the  complaint  contained  in  Lady 
Hatton'a  petition.  He  beg:in  his  answer  with  a  counter 
charge.  He  twcused  her  of  an  intention  to  carry  his 
daughter  into  Kninoe,  in  order  to  break  off  a  match  with 
Sir  John  Villiers :  whom  lie  aUo  accused  one  of  her 
servants  of  slandering.  The  Board  declined  all  discus- 
sion as  to  the  fitness  of  the  niatoh,  declaring  "  that  thoy 
thought  that  noble  gentleman  every  way  a  worthy  match 
for  his  daughter,  and  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  would 
seek  her  in  a  noble  and  religiims  fashion,  without  any 
forced  consent  of  the  maid,  and  with  consent  of  both 
parents  ;  and  the  rather  because  part  of  her  fortune  did 
depend  upon  the  mother's  disposing;"  but  called  upon 
him  for  proof  of  thests  clmrgt*3  against  liis  Ijady  and  her 
servant :  which  he  failed  to  produce  ;  offering  none  at  all 
for  the  first,  and  none  that  they  considered  satisfacUiry  for 
the  second.  They  then  called  on  him  for  his  answer  to 
the  charge  of  "  riot  and  force  : ""  upon  which  lie  did  not 
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plead  any  warrant,  bat  nrMlertook  to  jiatify  his  proceed- 
ing by  law.  This  amounted  under  the  circumstancea  to 
an  iiKHertion  that  l>_v  law  any  father  might  ut  hie  own 
discretion  bi*euk  into  anyboUy'B  house  on  pretense  of 
6e«king  a  fugitive  daughter  ;  and  uonsiduriug  who  he 
wan  tliat  ussi'tted  it,  tboy  judged  it  ueccaaury  to  deal 
with  and  sottlo  the  qut-atiou. 

**npou  all  which  matttir  the  Bourd  tbougtjC  fit  that  becauBti 
it  Hpjiear^d  tlmt  ho  great  a  rioi  now  in  the  King's  abaeuco, 
aod  by  a  pertion  ul'  that  ijuAlitj^  was  fit  soveri'ly  U)  bu  punidhutl ; 
tho  rather  for  that  ho  callfd  Do  oonstuble  or  othui*  olBcer  unto 
bim.  OS  be  eoitfc&«efl,  but  took  upon  hitUt  being  the  pnrly  griovod, 
to  he  vindejc  doioris  propn'i,  contrary  to  all  government ;  and 
tor  that  the  King's  Attorney  boiug  present  niiiiutaiiivd  tho  law 
to  btJ  to  the  cotilrury,  so  as  there  was  no  tit  means  to  admit  hitn 
to  his  juatilicadoo  bat  by  a  Icgul  prosecution:  order  was  given 
by  the  Board  t)int  the  Attorney  OeneraJ  should  prefer  an  in- 
furuiatiou  into  the  Court  ol'  Stjir  Chamber  against  Sir  Kdwurd 
Coke  for  the  furce  and  riot  uaotl  by  him  u[>on  the  bouse  of  Sir 
Edmond  Witbipole,  to  be  in  that  court  beard  and  sentenced  as 
Justice  fihall  appertain." 

This  oi^er  was  given  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  16th 
of  July,  aud  it  was  Die  praetioal  couelusion  of  the  Coun- 
cil fi>r  the  present  upon  th(^  nltegiitiona  in  1>ady  Hatton*a 
petition.  But  ttda  uoursu  would  take  time,  and  how  was 
the  young  lady  to  bo  disposed  of  in  tho  interval? 

**  To  prevent  all  new  occ.ision  of  tinnult  or  breach  of  ponce,  it 
was  thought  fit  that  lh»}ir  daughter  shouM  bu  i]iti(>o»ed  Into  some 
oohvonient  place  agreeable  to  her  worth  and  quality  until  fhr- 
Uier  order  wern  taken.  For  which  pnrposc  choice  was  mode, 
by  consent  of  Sir  Kdwar<l  Coko  and  bin  ludy,  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord  Knivett  nenr  Stninea;  and  in  the  mriin  time,  nntil  the 
Lord  Knivell  should  return  Ida  answer,  slio  was  dispoftod  to  the 
house  of  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General.  And  we  likewise 
enjoin<.-d  Sir  Kd\rnnl  Coko  and  his  lady  in  the  bi.>balf  of  her 
friend!^  t^)  forl>ear  all  occasion  of  violeiioe  or  distnrlMuie^  wtiatitu- 
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ever,  ax  well  touchiug  the  perwn  nf  ilieir  ilaiig^hicr  tm  tuty  other 
iDAltcr  or  point  concerning  tiiut  bminesa." 

Tliis  Wits  the  t-iitl  of  tliut  Jay's  work  :  whicli  1  have 
been  the  more  pnrticdlar  in  rt^hiting.  lifcmiiJii-  it  was  all 
done,  if  uot  under  Bacon's  direotiun,  ut  ttny  rtitu  with  his 
full  concurrence  and  Hpprobation,  —  iiu  tivowed  by  him- 
self afterwanls  whuu  to  Imve  concurred  iu  it  wits  a  mat- 
ter of  impatient  reproach  with  the  King  and  of  deep  of- 
fi'ns4j  with  Buckinghitm.  At  the  tinn;,  no  doubt,  ha 
thought  lie  wim  doing  acceptable  service.  liut  beforo  the 
not  ot  Couueil  recording  it  couUl  be  mude  ready  for  dia* 
patchf  a  <:hai)gc  liad  come  over  the  itspuct  of  tlie  aise. 
For  the  King,  with  wht.m  there  hiul  uot  been  lime  to 
commnnicate  on  the  particuhir  ijut^stion  white  it  wha 
under  dcUbevation,  and  wh(>se  wishes  concerning  tlie 
mati'h  appeiir  to  Inive  bei'ii  known  only  to  WiiiwiKtd, 
cotthl  see  nothing  wrong  in  ^vhut  Coke  h:id  done.  In  his 
eyes  "  the  thofte<niH  st^^^!!ling  iiwjiy  of  thf  dauj;lit*'r  from 
her  own  htlhur"  wjis  the  great  offense;  and  whut  fol- 
lowed wtia  but  "redrtfss  of  the  foi*mer  virdence."  *  This 
br-ing  sri,  the  prosecution  in  the  StJir  Chamber  could  not 
proceed;  the  interference  uf  the  Council  in  the  second 
removal  of  the  daughter  from  her  fathor  was  by  impli- 
cation censured  ;  and  whoever  wished  to  please  the  King 
knew  that  ho  mu»t  take  purt  with  thoDu  who  favored  the 
nmtch. 

lluw  it  happt.-ned  that  the  King's  wishes  were  known 
10  W'inwtKKl  and  not  to  Hucun.  is  nut  explaine<l.  It 
could  not  have  been  an  object  either  with  the  King  or 
with  Buckinglmm  to  let  the  most  im[iortant  member  of 
the  Council  continue  in  the  belief  that  he  was  serving 
them  aa  they  would  wish,  when  he  was  reidly  crossing 
their  ends.^     It  must  surely  have  been  Win  wood  himself 

)  S«ti  thp  Klng'A  letter  In  but-oit  prinird  t  tltllf  farther  uti. 
*  If  Uiickincliaiii  i^ve  Ual-ud  cnidil  fur  knnwuii;  Ui«L  I  jily  Comploii  applied 
fur  llif  wurniiit  Miitt  bla  L-Aneurrence,  Ac  uiif;bt  sut>|Hiau  tliat  ttiv  King''*  irialiea 
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who,  baviug  tlie  secret  (which  lie  nia^t*  easily  li:tve  gut 
from  Lnke.  with  whom  he  wua  in  cunbinunl  ami  contidun- 
tial  coriVJ«poniluneo),  kept  it  to  liiinsi'lf  for  |tiii-pr>si'B  of 
hilt  own.  That  he  had  for  some  timo  hft*l  Ihe  ineiiiis  of 
enlightening  liis  fei]ow-counciUoi's«  appears  fnini  tho  vir- 
cuinstancvB  under  which  th**  ivvtdution  was  iiltimutvly 
made.  We  do  not  know  the  exact  date:  but.  it  iiiu»t 
hove  been  between  the  ITiLh  iind  tlie  lyth  of  July  that 
the  fullowing  scene*  as  reported  by  Cliuinbt-rljiiu  (who 
may  have  hud  it  from  VViuw(M>d  hiiii^ell),  louk  place. 

After  mentioning  tho  order  U^  prefer  a  bill  tigtiinttt 
Coke  in  the  Sbir  Chamber  (wliirli  wiis  iniidu  on  thu  15th 
of  July)  he  goes  on  to  fiay  :  — 

**  H*!  iiud  liih  friends  i'otii]iliiiii  of  liuni  nieti^iire  from  some 
of  ll)(i  srinitr'iit  lit  Lhat  IxjiirU.  and  tJint  Im  wan  Ion  ninnh  trutn- 
pU'd  ti[K>n  witti  ill  lun^uugi.'.  Aikd  our  friend  [*'.  e,  Winwood] 
paK>>ed  not  fu^ot  )Ww  for  tht5  warrant  i  whielt  the  j*r<*ai('«r  [  ] 
or'  ihore  »uiil  wu«  auhjfti-'t,  to  a  prtsmunire  ;  utid  witliul  tulil 
ibc  Lady  Coiufitoii  timl  lliey  wished  well  to  ber  and  her  u-Hts. 
and  would  txi  rf^dy  to  >tcrvQ  the  Earl  of  JIuckingbaDi  with  nil 
triio  nfl'ci'tiou.  wliureiis  othei^  did  it  nut  of  fjiotioii  iitid  amliition  ; 
wlilcb  wurdu  ({luiiciii^  (Urectly  at  our  gouil  frieitd,  lir  wan  drlvvn 
Ut  rtiiikt*  hid  )i^lo<*jr  i  »iid  to  show  bow  it  was  put  upou  him 
lh)m  time  to  ttmu  by  ilin  Quezon  and  the  other  partiea ;  and  for 
couchisiuii  i»huiv».'d  ft  letter  <if  opprohalion  of  nil  Ins  courses  from 
tho  iCog  ;  lo.'ikhig  the  whole  lidile  judge  what  fatniou  ouJ  am- 
bition nppuar»l  iu  this  carriage.      Ad  qrtod  itoH/nit  tftpontttnt,'* 

Thni  altt'red  thi^  whoK*  mutter.  It  could  not  be  tho 
businesH  of  the  King's  Council  iu  a  cnst'  of  this  kind  to 
work  in  oppoaition  to  his  declared  purposes.  It  became 
their  duty  not  only  to  BUftpnnd,  but  if  possible  to  reverse 
their  action.  A-jcordiugly  the  Attorney  General  applit-d 
himBtdf  to  bring  about  a  nn-onciliation  bet  wren  the  pnr- 

«ri>ro  ftlnudy  known  ti>  him.  Hat  WituctKHt  miut  huv»  ktiim'ti  lluil  llivy  wuni 
not:   Bnil  lif  raitnnt  Imvo  thought  ibal  tAaf/  wubvU   lUruu   lo  tvoiAlu  In  ljf> 

>  The  1)r|^nHtii)r  of  thU  wurU,  whicU  muiM  b1  ilia  anil  ot  •  tint,  h  wom  uOt 
hul  Mm  *r,  whh-h  b^giat  thr  nvKl,  («  i)Ulttt  le((ibla> 
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ents.  The  yonng  My  (who  had  been  left  under  hU 
ohnrge)  was  on  ihe  18th  of  Jnly,  upon  what  Chnmberlatn 
calls  *'  a  pulliated  agreement  between  Sir  Edwiird  Coke 
and  his  Lady,"  "  sent  home  to  ilatton  House,  with  orders 
that  the  Lady  Coniptnn  and  her  son  siiauld  have  aocen 
to  win  her  and  wear  her."  And  the  following  sentence 
was  added  by  way  of  postscript  to  the  letter  from  tho 
Council  to  the  King :  — 

"  But  now  since,  this  matter  acemctb  to  have  had  a  fairer  con- 
clusion ;  for  that  we  Rod  thnt  the  wntingB  art*  perfected,  and 
not  only  bo,  bat  the  parties.  Sir  Edwurd  Coke  and  his  Lady, 
reconciled,  and  the  dunghter  with  both  their  good  Iikiiii;s  aeut 
to  live  with  lier  fnther  uiiil  mother  in  Sir  Kdnrard  Cuke's  house. 
Wliich  goo<i  end  hath  been  mnch  furthered  by  the  chnrilnblo 
endeavor  of  his  Alajoaty'd  Attoniey  Gencrul.  And  the  iiifur- 
malion,  and  all  other  proceedings  in  the  business,  is  auspebded 
and  left  wholly  to  hia  Mnjcsty's  plcaaure." 

The  date  of  this  letter  from  the  Council  is  not  cer- 
tainly known.  But  I  take  it  to  have  been  sent  on  the 
19tb  of  July.  For  Winwood,  writing  on  that  day  to 
Lake,  saye :  "  By  the  letters  you  receive  fi-om  the  Lords 
you  will  see  what  trouble  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  hia 
Lady  have  given  the  Ix)rds.*'  Now  the  letter  in  (juestion 
cannot  have  been  written  before  the  ISth,  if  Chamber- 
laiira  date  is  correct ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  another  let- 
ter on  the  same  subject  was  sent  at  that  time.  But  how- 
ever that  may  be,  it  was  written  (^ter  Bacon  had  heard 
from  Winwood  what  the  King's  views  were,  and  heforc 
he  had  heard  anything  from  the  King  himself.  His  own 
opinion  he  supposed  tho  King  to  know  from  hia  letter  to 
Buckingham ;  but  to  that  he  had  received  no  answer. 
Indeed  there  ha<^l  hardly  been  time  as  yet.  But  when 
a  fortnight  had  passed  without  bringing  one,  ho  wrote 
directly  to  the  King.  His  opinion  of  the  impolicy  of 
the  match  had  not  been  altered  by  anything  winch  had 
passed;  he  w&s  not  prepared  either  li>  disavow  or  correct 
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it;  and  be  still  wished  the  King  to  bear  the  reasons  on 
which  it  was  grouuded, —  those  re;t8c>na  pspocially  which 
conci*me<i  the  state.  What  they  were  is  fully  exphiined 
m  Uie  nisxt  letter. 


to  the  king. 
It  mat  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty^  — 

I  think  it  agreeable  to  my  duty,  and  the  jfreat  obligation 
whcrfiii  I  am  tied  to  your  Maj<ri»ty«  to  be  freer  than  other 
men  in  giving  your  Majesty  faithfnl  counsel  while  things 
are  in  passing,  and  more  bond  than  odn^r  men  in  doing 
your  commandments  when  your  resolution  is  scttletl  and 
made  known  to  me. 

I  sIihII  therefore  mt>st  humbly  crave  pardon  frnm  your 
Majesty  if  in  plainness  and  no  less  humbleness  1  deliver 
to  your  Majesty  my  honest  and  diaint<jressed  opinion  in 
tlio  business  of  the  match  of  Sir  John  Villiers,  whioh  T 
take  to  be  magnum  in  parvo^  preserving  always  the  laws 
and  duties  of  a  firm  friend  to  my  Lord  of  Buckingham, 
whom  I  will  never  cease  to  love,  and  to  whom  I  have 
written  already,  bat  have  not  hoard  yet  from  him. 

Bnt  first  I  have  three  suits  to  make  to  your  Majesty, 
hoping  well  you  will  gi'ant  thetn  all. 

'i'lu-^  tirst  is,  that  if  there  be  any  merit  in  drawing  on 
that  match,  your  Majesty  would  bestow  the  thanks,  not 
upon  the  »pu1  i>f  Sir  Edward  Coke  to  please  your  MajestVi 
nor  npon  the  eloquent  persuasions  or  pnigmaticals  of  Mr, 
Secretary  Winwood;  but  upon  tham  who,  caiTying  your 
comnuindments  and  dirw-tions  with  strengi-h  and  justice 
(in  the  matter  of  the  governor  of  Diepe,  in  the  matter  of 
Sir  Rob«>rt  Rich,  and  in  the  matter  of  protecting  the  hidy 
according  to  your  commandment),  have  so  humbled  Sir 
Edward  (^oke,  as  he  seeks  now  that  with  submission, 
which  (as  your  Majesty  knows)  before  ho  rejected  with 
scorn.  For  this  is  the  true  orator  that  hath  persif  '  f 
this  business,  as  I  doubt  not  but  your  Majesty  in 
excellent  wisdom  doth  u:i8ily  discover. 
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My  sfuuiul  Ruit  is,  Uiut  your  Mtijuaty  \pinild  niit  think 
me  so  pusiUanimous,  as  that  I,  who  vfhvn  1  wiia  but  Mr. 
Bacon,  hud  I'.ver  through  your  Mujosty's  fuvfir  good  rea- 
son at  Sir  Edwurd  Coke's  Imnds  wlicn  he  waa  at  ttie 
groiteet-T  ahould  now  that  your  Majesty  (^by  your  great 
goodueas)  hath  phicud  me  so  near  your  chair  (being  us  I 
hope  by  God's  ^race  and  your  inytructious  made  a  servant 
according  to  your  heart  and  hand ),  fear  him  or  take  um- 
brnge  of  him  in  n^sj^xn-.t  of  niiiir  owii  partiouhir. 

My  third  suit  is,  that  if  your  Majesty  be  re^solved  the 
match  chali  go  un,  after  you  have  heard  my  reasons  to 
the  contrary,  I  may  i-eceive  therein  your  particular  will 
and  coMimandments  from  yuursi'lf,  that  I  may  oouform 
mysfU  thereunto :  imagining  with  myself  (though  I  wUl 
not  WHger  u\^ou  women's  minds)  that  I  c;ui  prevail  more 
with  tlie  mother  than  any  other  man.  For  if  1  should  bo 
reque^ti'd  in  it  from  my  Lord  of  Buckingliam,  the  answer 
of  a  truu  friend  ought  to  be,  that  1  had  t-ather  go  against 
htH  mind  than  against  his  good  :  but  your  Majesty  I  must 
obey ;  and  bi'sides  I  sliall  couceivo  that  your  Majesty  out 
of  your  great  wisdom  and  depth  dotli  see  those  things 
which  I  see  not 

Now  therefore^  not  to  hold  your  Majesty  with  many 
words,  wliich  do  but  drown  matter :  J^et  rae  moat  hum- 
bly desire  your  Afnjesty  to  take  into  your  royal  cousid- 
erultun,  tluit  your  state  is  at  this  time  not  only  in  g(.>od 
quiet  nnil  obetliemre,  but  in  good  aiTeution  and  disposi- 
tion. Your  Majuety'fl  prerogative  and  authonty  having 
risen  some  just  degrees  above  the  horizon  mori'  than  hfie- 
tufure,  which  hath  disperstHl  vapors.  Your  Judges  art)  in 
good  temper.  YtAir  Justices  of  puaee,  which  ie  the  body 
of  llie  gt'ntlemtMi  of  England,  grow  to  be  loving  and  ob- 
setpiious,  and  \n  he  weary  of  the  liuninr  uf  runUng.  All 
mutinoua  epirita  grow  to  be  a  little  poor,  and  to  draw 
in  tJicir  horns,  and  not  the  U-jw  for  your  Majesty 'a  diaau- 
iborifting  the  man  I  now  speak  of. 
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Kow  tben  I  rooaonably  doubt  tbut  if  thrre  be  but  an 
opinion  of  bis  fomin^r  in  with  the  Rtrpn[;tb  t>f  sutdi  »n  iil- 
liancp.  it  will  give  a  turn  and  a  relapse  in  men'a  minds 
QDto  tint  former  state  of  tblngfl,  bardly  to  be  holpen,  to 
the  greiit  weakening  of  ydtir  Afajests  'a  Kervice. 

Again,  your  Majesty  may  have  perc*^ived  tbat  as  far 
Aa  it  vroA  fit  for  me  in  modesty  tr>  advise,  I  was  ever  for  a 
Parliami-nt  ;  wlii^h  aeemeth  to  me  to  be  cardo  rerum  or 
nuituim  ttitmjnannn  for  tbe  present  occasions;  but  this  my 
advice  was  ever  conditional,  that  your  Majesty  should  go 

I  a  Parliament  with  a  uoniu'il  united  and  not  distracted; 
nd  that,  your  Majesty  will  pivo  me  leave  never  to  ex- 
pect, if  that  man  come  in ;  not  for  any  difference  of  mine 
own,  for  I  can  be  omnihua  ovinia  for  your  Afajcaty's  ser- 
vice, but  because  he  is  by  nature  inaociable,  and  by  habit 
popular,  and  too  old  now  to  take  a  new  ply,  and  men 
b'*trin  alread}*  to  collpct.  yea  and  to  conclude,  that  ho  that 
raiseth  suoii  a  smoke  to  gut  iu,  will  set  all  on  fire  when 
he  is  in. 

It  may  pleiwe  your  Majesty,  now  I  have  said  I  have 
done ;  and  us  I  think  I  have  done  a  duty  not  unworthy 
the  firat  y^ar  of  your  last  high  favor.  1  most  humbly 
pray  your  Majesty  to  pardon  me  if  in  anything  I  have 
ernnl ;  for  my  erroi-s  r\\\\\\  always  bt?  supplied  by  ol^edi- 
ence.  And  so  1  conelude  with  my  prayers  for  the  happy 
preservation  of  your  perw^n  and  state. 

Vour  Majesty's  most  bumbln,  bounden, 
and  most  devoted  servant, 

Fr,  Bacon.  C.  8. 

From  GoRHAHBtrar,  this  25th  of  July,  1817. 


To  this  letter  the   KLuy  rL'tuini-d  a  full  reply  in  an- 
other which   has  unluckily  been  lost,  and  of  which  we 
can  only  infer  the  style  and  substance  from  Hacon^s  an- 
»wcr.     The  reasons,  as  far  as  tht^y  related  to  his  own  scr- 
ice,  he  appears  to  have  rejeGte<l  witli  some  disiUiin. 
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He  cousiUurod  Coke's  procot^ding  id  pursuit  of  hia 
daughter  as  a  luwfiil  and  ordinary  tiling,  no  way  justify- 
ing the  Htir  that  had  btn^n  made  about  it.  He  found  fault 
with  tlie  tone  of  Bacon *a  letter  to  Uuckingham,  as  imply- 
ing a  want  of  respect  for  his  discretion  ;  and  eliarged  him 
with  ingratitude  in  opposing  the  match,  when  he  knew 
bonr  much  Buckingham  desired  it. 

Buckingham  himself  still  kept  silence,  and  before  the 
King's  answer  arrived^  Buoou  addressed  to  hiu  the  two 
letters  which  come  next. 


TO  THE   EABL  OF   BtTCKINGBAM. 

My  very  good  Lord,  —  1  do  think  long  to  hear  from 
your  Lordship  touching  my  liist  letter,  wherein  I  gave 
you  my  opinion  touching  your  brother's  mutch.  As  1 
then  showed  my  dislike  of  the  matter,  so  the  carriage  of 
it  here  in  the  manner  I  dislike  as  much.  If  your  Lord- 
skip  tliiuk  it  is  humor  or  interest  in  mo  that  leads  me, 
God  judge  my  sincerity.  But  I  must  say,  that  id  your 
many  !ioble  favors  towards  me.  they  ever  moved  und 
flowed  from  yourself,  and  not  from  any  of  your  friends 
whatsoever;  and  therefore  in  re<iuital  give  me  leave  that 
my  counsels  lo  you  Hg:vin  be  referred  to  your  happine 
and  not  to  the  desires  of  any  of  your  friends,  I  sliall^ 
ever  give  you,  as  I  give  my  master,  safe  counsel  and  such 
as  time  will  apfirove. 

I  received  yesterday  from  Mr.  Attorney  the  Queen's 
bill,  which  1  send  your  Lordship.  The  payment  is  not 
out  of  lands,  but  out  of  the  customs,  and  so  it  can  be  but 
the  rent.  Your  Lordship  rememberetb,  it  is  but  in  a  case 
which  I  hope  shall  never  bo:  that  is,  aft^r  bis  Majesty's 
death,  if  she  siuvive.  God  ever  bless  and  direct  you. 
Your  Lordship's  most  faithful 

and  devoted  friend  and  servant, 

Fr.  BACOiT,  C.  &• 
GoRiiAMBVBT,  thu  35th  of  July,  1617, 
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TO  THB   EARL  OP  BUCKIKGnAM. 

My  vkby  good  Lord,  — I  have  sent  incloeeil  a  letter 
to  hia  Majesty  concerning  the  stmugcrs:  in  which  buai- 
tiess  I  bud  formerly  written  to  your  Lordship  n  joint  let- 
ter wiUi  my  Lord  of  Canterbury,  and  my  Lurd  Privy- 
Seal,  and  Mr.  Senettiry  Winwood.  I  am,  I  tliank  God, 
much  relieved  with  my  being  in  tlie  country-air,  and  the 
ortier  I  keep ;  so  that  of  hvte  yoars  I  have  not  found  my 
health  better.  Your  Lordship  \vrit**lh  aeldomer  llian  you 
were  wont ;  but  when  you  are  oneo  gotten  into  Engtund, 
you  will  be  more  at  leisure.  God  bless  and  prospt'r  yon. 
Your  I»rd8hip*8  true  and  devoted 

fiiend  and  servant, 

Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

GOBUAMOVhY,  29  July,  1617. 

It  will  b*»  seen  from  the  tone  of  tliese  hitters  that 
though  Bai:on  wan  beginning  to  feel  anxious  about  the 
state  of  Buckingham's  mind  and  temper  towards  him,  he 
did  not  as  yt't  chink  it  right  to  assume  tliat  he  was  of- 
fended. At  hiat  his  answer  came  and  removed  idt  doubt 
on  that  head.  It  showed  him  in  a  humor  which,  tluiugh 
to  UA  who  know  him  best  by  tiis  later  mnnifi'iitutionn 
it  seeiua  natural  and  cliara<-teristic,  must  have  bfcn  to 
Bactm  a  new  and  alarming  revehiti<m.  Nothing  like  it 
had  appeared  in  him  hitherto.  He  had  Invited  Bacon's 
advice  on  Kon^e  o<*CHHioM8,  and  had  received  it  uninvited 
on  others,  witfi  all  appearance  of  respect  and  gratitude ; 
and  though  it  lm<l  always  been  thu  advice  of  an  afteo- 
tionate  friend,  it  had  never  been  that  of  a  flattcier.  Only 
good  offices  on  either  side  had  passed  between  them,  nor 
bud  any  unworthy  conditions  been  exacted  or  offered ; 
for  Weldon's  atorj*  of  the  interchange  of  meaj*ages  when 
B:icon  received  the  seals,  being  utterly  irreconcilable  vnth 
all  the  recorded  evidence,  may  be  set  aside  without  any 
scruple  aa  a  mere  invention.      The  revulaiion  niadt^  by 
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thia  letter  was  that  Buckiiiglmm  could  not  bear  to  have 
his  humor  crossed,  even  by  thoso  whom  ho  ini>at  respcotoiJ. 
It  is  possiblo  indeed  that  tho  offense  in  this  case  was 
given  less  by  Bacon's  own  letter  than  by  what  had  been 
told  of  him  by  rivals  and  enemies;  and  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing  what  that  whs.  It  is  quite  possible  that,  as 
i-epresentecl  by  Wiuwood  or  Coke,  hiacondnct  would  havn 
justified  difipleasure.  But  it  h  not  tho  leas  certain  tliat 
in  taking  such  deep  uffeuse  and  acting  upon  it  without 
asking  for  an  explanation^  Rnckinghani  showed  a  temper 
which  must  always  have  been  in  danger  of  betraying  him 
into  injastice. 

The  letter  (of  which  we  have  only  a  copy)  bears  no 
date.  But  as  I  find  from  Stei)hen8'a  catalogue  that  there 
was  once  to  be  seen  a  letter  fx'om  Bacon  to  Buckingham, 
dat«d  "fi  Aug.,  1617,"  beginning  "I  have  at  last  re- 
ceived *' :  and  describefl  aa  *' showing  his  aequiescence  in 
the  match  ; "  I  conclude  that  that  was  the  answer  to 
this;  and  therefore  that  this  was  written  about  the  end 
of  July  or  the  beginning  of  August.* 

There  will  be  found  indeed  in  Biicon's  next  letter  » 
passage  which  (if  correct)  impliee  that  it  was  not  re- 
ceived for  five  weeks  after  the  12th  of  July,  which  would 
bring  it  in  the  16th  of  August.  But  that  supposition 
involves  bo  many  other  difficulties  that  I  prefer  to  sup- 
pose five  a  mistake  for  three ;  in  which  case  no  difficulty 
would  occur. 


TO  THE  LOIID   KEEPER   BACON. 

My  Lord.  —  If  your  man  hurl  bt^en  ndilrcsseil  only  to  me,  I 
should  havfl  heen  careful  to  have  procured  him  a  noro  6(tecdy 
dispAlch :  hut  now  yon  have  found  aooUier  way  of  address,  I 
ftin  excused;  uud  since  you  ore  grown  weary  of  employing  me, 

*  Prom  nnrnhnr  eiilrr  In  St>>|))i<>ni*>  calnloifUQ  it  •ppviirs  llial  PucliinKluiin't 
fta«Wfr  lu  FUcttiiN  Irltvr  of  th«  S&lli  trn<)  i)«U'il  0  Aarr-t  lAlT-  But  w  ttie  not«  of 
the  content*  docs  not  auit  ihl*  udp,  w^  mny  infer  Hint  It  tru  wriltea  bcfortiT 
•Ad  WU  an  Answer  to  Rnrntih  lrt>pr  nf  lli<>  lifili  of   .liilv. 


1*17.1        Bt'CKIX<;HAM'3  AXGEU  AT  UIS  INTERFERENCE.         2ol 

I  cau  he  no  otherwise  in  being  employed.  In  this  bufiiness  of 
my  broiht'r'8  ihut  }'ou  overtrouble  yourself  witli,  I  understnnd 
from  Loriiloii  by  some  of  my  friouds  ibut  you  linvi^  cirricd 
yourself  nith  much  scorn  and  negloct  both  toivard  myself  and 
frhndai  which  if  it  prove  true  I  blame  not  you  but  my«elf,  who 
was  ever 

Your  Lordship's  a&sare<I  frleuil, 

G.  Bdckinghau. 

The  shock  which  such  a  letter  ^  this  would  naturutly 
produce  on  Bacoti  must  huvi*  benn  nuioh  aggravated  by 
that  other  which  h<*  rr*cuived  (as  I  suppoHc)  abortly  iiftt*r, 
and  which  sliowed  thivt  the  King,  instead  of  iwing  his  in- 
fluence to  cori'L'C't  tlii«  funlt  in  hi.s  favorite^  wits  disposed 
to  Biitttfr  and  inllame  it  by  taking  his  part  and  adopting 
bis  ri^cntnunts.  \M\nd  purtlahty  for  another,  —  incnpa- 
citj'  U't  soo  a  fault  or  adaut  a  doubt  —  which  in  some  re- 
lations pa£sei)  for  a  virtue?,  —  is  a  cruel  weukuesa  when  it 
comes  from  those  who  are  or  sliouhl  be  in  authority. 
Chirendon  Kiiys  it  wiui  Buckingham's  single  misfortune 
"that  be  never  made  a  noble  luid  a  worthy  friendship 
with  a  man  so  near  his  t^qaal  that  he  would  frankly  ad- 
rise  him  for  liis  honor  and  true  interest  against  the  cur- 
rent, or  rather  thn  torn^it,  of  his  impetuous  passions  ;  ** 
and  that  "  if  ho  had  been  ble&aod  with  one  faithful  friend 
who  had  been  qualifiird  with  uii^lnm  and  integrity,^*  he 
"would  have  committed  as  few  faults  and  done  as  tran- 
endant  worthy  actions  as  any  nuui  who  shined  in  such 
.  sphere  in  that  age  in  2<:uropi^!."  But  the  truth  was  that 
ho  would  not  allow  any  man  to  continue  his  friend  who 
offered  him  sndi  advice;  and  he  was  quite  as  ready  to 
qnarrrl  witli  an  inprnl  as  with  an  inferior,  the  instant  that 
he  opfKMed  his  inctiimtion.  The  King  was  the  only  man 
who  could  have  corrected  his  faults;  and  the  King  was 
blinded  by  his  aflection  ;  could  not  see  them;  and  did  in 
fact  aggravate  them.  The  case  of  Buckingham  wits  sim- 
ply the  case  of  a  spoiled  child,  — only  on  a  larger  scale 
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and  a  higher  stage  than  it  was  ever  exhibited  od  before, 
—  a  very  fine  nattire  ruined  by  the  most  dangerous  oC  all 
forma  of  flattery,  — the  unconscioua  flattery  of  immoder- 
ate admiration  and  afft'otioa. 

The  letter  which  revealed  this  condition  of  the  King's 
mind  to  Bacon  lias  disappeareil,  as  I  said.  Hut  the  tenor 
of  it  may  be  gathered  from  Bacon's  answer,  which  comes 
next  in  order,  »nd  together  with  the  four  letters  which 
follow,  may  be  left  to  tt'Il  itA  story  without  further  com- 
ment. Aa  printed  in  former  editiona,  this  part  of  the 
correspondence  wiis  very  perplexing  by  reason  of  the 
dates,  which  between  false  copies  and  false  inferences  had 
fallen  into  incorrigible  disorvlcr.  Being  now  presented  in 
their  proper  sequence  (and  we  may  be  certain  uf  the 
order  of  successiou  though  not  always  of  the  exact  date) 
they  will  be  found  sufliciently  iutelligible. 

Td  THK   ICrNG. 

May  it  please  youb  most  excellent  Ma-hssty, — 
I  do  very  humbly  thank  your  Majesty  for  your  letter, 
and  think  myself  much  honored  by  it.  For  though  it 
coQtiUD  some  matter  of  dislike,  in  which  respect  it  hath 
grieved  me  more  than  any  event  which  hath  fallen  out  in 
my  life;  yet  because  I  know  reprehensions  from  the  best 
masters  to  the  best  ser\'^antB  are  necessary,  and  that  no 
chastisement  is  pleas:vnt  for  the  time,  but  yet  worketh 
good  effects,  and  for  that  I  find  intermixed  some  passages 
of  trust  and  grace,  and  find  idso  id  myself  inwardly  sin- 
cerity of  intention  and  conformity  of  will,  howsoever  I 
mjiy  have  erred,  1  do  not  a  little  comfort  myself,  resting 
upon  your  Majesty's  accustometl  favor,  and  most  humbly 
desiring  that  any  one  of  my  particular  actions  may  be 
expounded  by  the  constiLUt  and  direct  course  which  your 
Miijcsty  knoweth  I  have  ever  held  in  your  service. 

And  beoause  it  hath  pleased  your  Majesty  of  your 
singular  grace  and  favor  to  write  fully  and  freely  unto 
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me,  it  is  duty  ut»l  decorum  in  me  not  to  write  ahortlj  to 
yonr  Majesty  agiiin,  but  with  somo  tcngtb  ;  not  ao  much 
by  wiiy  of  defense  or  aimwer  (which  yet  I  know  your 
Mfijeaty  would  ulsvavD  gnwioiisly  hear  aud  admit)  ua  to 

>w  that  I  hiive,  a»  I  oughU  weighed  every  word  of  your 
Jaji'Sty'ft  letter, 

Firat,  1  do  acknowledge  that  this  match  of  Sir  John 
Viltiera  ia  mat/num  in.  parvo  in  both  flenses  that  your 
Majesty  sjieaketb.  But  your  Majesty  (lerceiveth  well 
that  1  took  it  to  be  in  a  further  degree  raajus  in  parvo^ 
ill  respect  of  your  service.  But  since  your  Majesty  bid- 
deth  mo  to  confide  upon  your  art  of  empire^  I  liave  done: 
for  aa  the  Scripture  aaith  to  God  all  things  are  postihle^ 
8o  certainly  to  wiae  Kings  mut-Ji  ia  possible.     But  for  the 

cond  sense  that  your  Majesty  speaketh  of  magnum  in 
%rvOs  in  respect  of  the  stir  about  it,  being  but  a  most 
lawful  and  ordinary  tiling,  1  most  humbly  pray  your 
Majesty  to  pardou  me  if  I  truly  do  signify  to  yon  that 
we  here  take  the  loud  and  vocid  and  as  I  may  call  it 
strtrperoiifl  carriage  to  have  been  far  more  on  the  other 

(side,  winch  indeed  is  the  inconvenient,  rather  than  tho 
thing  itself. 
Now  for  the  manner  of  ray  affection  to  my  Lord  of 
Hiickingham,  for  whom  I  would  spend  my  life,  and  that 
which  is  to  me  more,  tho  caivs  of  my  life  ;  I  must  hnm- 
bly  confess  that  it  was  in  this  a  little  parent-like  (thia 
being  no  other  term  than  his  Lordship  hath  heretofore 
voucJisafed  to  my  counsels)  ;  but  in  truth  (and  it  please 
your  Majesty)  without  any  gniin  of  disesteem  for  hia 
Lordship's  discretion.  For  1  know  him  to  be  naturally 
i  wist*  man,  of  a  sound  and  staid  wit,  as  I  have  ever  said 
onto  your  Majesty,  and  again  I  know  he  hath  tho  best 
tutor  in  Europi*.  But  yet  I  was  afraid  that  thu  height  of 
his  fortune  might  make  him  too  secure,  and  (as  the  pro- 
verb is)  a  looker-on  sometimes  aeeth  more  than  a  game- 
Bt«r. 
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For  the  particular  of  a  part  of  a  true  friend  which  your 
Majesty  wilnesscth  tliut  the  Earl  bat.L  lately  porfcirmwj 
towards  nie  in  palliating  some  errui^  of  mine;  it  is  no 
new  thing  with  mv  to  he  more  ami  more  bound  to  his 
Lordship.  And  I  am  most  humbly  to  thank  (whutsoover 
it  was)  both  your  Majesty  and  htm  :  ktinwing  wl>11  that 
I  may  and  dn  commit  many  orrurs,  and  mnut  dL'|>end 
upon  your  Mujesiy's  gracious  construction  and  favor  for 
them,  and  shall  have  need  of  such  a  friend  near  your 
Majesty.  For  I  am  not  so  ignorant  of  mine  own  case 
but  thut  I  know  I  am  cotue  in  with  as  strong  an  envy  of 
some  particulars,  as  with  the  love  of  the  general. 

For  my  oppoftition  to  this  business  wliicii  it  seemcth 
hath  been  informed  to  your  Majesty,  I  think  it  was 
m<^4int  (if  it  he  not  a  thing  merely  ft^igiied  and  witliout 
truth  or  ground)  of  one  of  these  two  tliiiigri  (^for  I  will 
dissemble  nothing  with  your  Majesty).  It  is  true  ttrnt 
in  those  matters  which  by  your  Majesty's  command- 
ment and  reference  came  beft.n*e  the  table  concerning 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  T  was  sometintes  sharp  (it  may  he 
too  much).  But  it  was  with  end  to  have  your  Majesty's 
will  performetl,  or  else  wlini  mcthought  he  was  more  per- 
emptory than  became  him  in  respect  of  the  honor  of  the 
table.  It  is  true  also,  that  I  diBliked  the  riot  or  violence 
whereof  we  of  your  Majesty's  Council  gave  your  Majesty 
advertisement  by  our  joint  letter,  and  I  disliked  it  the 
inor«  because  bo  justified  it  by  law;  which  was  his  old 
BODg.  But  in  that  act  of  council  which  was  miulo  there- 
upon, I  did  not  see  but  all  my  Lords  were  as  forward  as 
myself,  jisa  thing  most  necessary  for  preservation  of  your 
peace,  which  hjid  been  so  carefully  and  happily  kept  in 
your  absence.  And  all  this  had  a  fair  end  in  a  reconcile- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Attorney,  whereby  both  husband  and 
wife  juid  child  should  have  kept  t^cther;  which  if  it 
bad  continued,  I  am  persuaded  the  match  had  been  in 
better  and  fairer  forwardness  tlian  now  it  is. 
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Now  for  tlie  times  of  tilings,  I  besi>ts;U  your  Miij«sty 
to  undersfcvntl  th:it  which  my  Lni<l  of  Biickiiighiun  will 
witness  with  me,  thai  I  never  hud  any  wortl  nf  letter 
from  Jjift  Lonlship  of  tlie  business  till  I  wriitc  my  letter 
of  advice;  nor  ag:iin  after  my  letter  of  advice  till  five 
WL'rka  afliT,  wliich  was  now  within  this  senniifht.  So 
that  although  1  did  in  truth  presume  thai  tliu  Earl  would 
do  nothing  without  your  Majesty's  privity,  yt*t  I  was  in 
Komo  doubt  by  this  his  silunoc  of  hi.s  own  mind,  that  he 
Wiw  not  earnpRt  in  it,  but  only  Mat*  content  to  embi-ace 
the  officious  offers  and  i-ndfavora  of  others. 

But  to  ooncludtf  this  point,  after  I  h:id  received  by  a 
former  letter  "f  his  Lordship  knowledge  of  liia  mind,  I 
think  Sir  Eilward  Coke  liimBelf  tlio  liwt  time  ho  was  ho- 
fon)  the  Lords  mought  plainly  perceive  an  alteratiou  in 
my  carnage.  And  now  that  your  Majesty  hatli  Inwn 
pleased  to  op'-u  y""i^^*lf  to  me,  I  shall  be  willing  tu  fur- 
ther the  match  by  anything  that  shall  be  desired  of  me, 
or  that  ift  in  n»y  power. 

And  uliere:iH  your  Majesty  couceive.tb  some  dregs  of 
spleen  in  me  by  the  word  "Mr.  Uaoon  ; "'  truly  it  was 
but  to  express  in  thankfulness  the  comparative  of  my  for- 
tune unto  yonr  Majesty  the  author  of  it,  lus  the  belter 
to  show  bow  little  I  needed  ti>  fear,  while  1  hail  your  fa- 
vor; for  I  tbank  Gi>d  I  was  never  vintliealive  nor  imjtlii- 

As  for  my  npinion  of  prejudice  to  your  Majesty's  ser- 
vice (as  I  toucheil  it  before)  I  have  done  with  it.  Your 
^faj'-Rly  beiii^'  satisfied,  I  tlo  humbly  acquiesce  and  anchor 
upoD  your  Majesty's  judgment,  who  unto  judgment  have 
n\tiO  poiver  so  to  mingle  the  elements  as  maycunsi^rve  the 
fa  h  lie. 

For  the  intcrcHt  which  I  havu  in  the  molber,  T  do  not 
doubt  but  it  was  increased  by  this,  that  I  in  judgment 
(ai»  I  Iben  stO(wl)  afTected  that  which  she  did  in  [lassion. 
But  I  think   the  chief  obligation   Wfts,  tluit   I   stood 
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Hrmly  to  ber  in  the  matter  of  her  Hssiirancc,  whoroiii  I 
suppoaed  I  did  3'our  Maje8ty*s  service,  and  mentioned  it 
in  a  men»orial  of  council-business  (hh  half  cmving  thanks 
for  it).  And  sure  I  am  now,  tliiit  and  tlie  like  hatli  made 
Sir  Edward  Coke  a  convert,  as  I  did  write  to  your  Maj- 
esty in  my  last. 

For  the  collation  of  the  two  spirits,  I  shall  e^isily  snb- 
soribe  to  your  Majesty's  censure ;  for  Solomon  were  110 
true  man,  if  in  matter  of  malice  the  woman  should  not 
be  the  superior. 

To  conclude,  I  have  gone  thongh,  with  the  plainness  of 
truth,  the  parts  of  your  Majesty's  letter,  very  humbly 
craving  purdon  for  troubliug  your  Slajeaty  so  long;  and 
most  humbly  praying  your  Majesty  to  maintain  me  in 
your  gmce  and  favor,  which  is  the  fruit  of  my  life  upon 
the  root  of  a  good  conscience.  And  although  time  in 
this  business  have  cast  ui«  upcm  a  particular  which  1  oon- 
fess  may  have  probable  show  of  passion  or  interest ;  yet 
God  is  my  witness  that  the  thing  that  most  moved  me 
wiLs  an  anxious  and  solicitous  ejire  of  your  Majesty's  state 
and  service,  oat  of  consideration  of  the  time  past  and 
prpsent. 

God  ever  preserve  and  bless  your  Majesty,  and  send 
you  a  joyful  return  after  your  prosperous  journey. 

TO  TUB  JX»KL>   ICl^lEPEB. 
Mr  Lord,  —  I  have  received  your  Lordship's  letter  hy  your 
tana  ;  but  having  bo  lalvly  imparted  my  mind  to  yon  in  my  for- 
mer letterfl,  1  reft^r  your  Lnnlsliip  10  those  letters,  without  mak- 
ing a  DctHlIess  re[ietiLion,  und  re&t 

Your  Lordtliip's  ut  coinnmud, 

G.    BUCKINGU\M. 
AsHTON,  the  12th  of  Aug.,  1CI7. 

TO  THB  BAKL  OV   BUCKINGHAM. 
My  veky  oot)D  liOBD.  —  Since  my  last  to  your  Lord- 
ship I  did  first  send  for  Mr.  Attorney  General,  and  made 
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him  know  that  since  I  beard  from  court  I  was  rosoWed 

to  further  thp  niuK^h  and  tlic  comlitionB  thereof  for  your 
bixitlior^s  adviinceinent  the  best  I  could.  I  did  send  also 
to  my  Ijady  Hatton  and  some  of  her  special  friends, 
to  let  them  know  I  would  in  anything  declai'O  for  the 
match ;  which  I  did  to  thu  end  that  if  they  hiid  any  ap> 
prehension  of  my  assistance  they  might  be  discouraged 
in  it^  I  sent  also  to  Sir  John  Butler,  and  after  by  letter 
to  my  Lady  your  mother,  to  tender  my  performance  of 
any  good  otfice  towanis  the  match  or  the  advancement 
from  the  mother.  This  was  all  I  could  think  of  for  the 
present. 

I  did  ever  fear  that  tins  alliance  would  go  near  to  leese 
me  your  Lordship  that  I  hold  so  dear,  and  that  was  the 
only  rcapcct  particular  Ui  myself  that  moved  me  to  bo 
as  I  was,  till  I  heard  from  you.  But  I  will  rely  upon 
your  constancy  and  nature,  and  my  own  desRrving,  and 
tlie  firm  tie  we  have  in  respect  of  the  King's  service. 

In  the  mean  time  1  must  a  little  complain  to  your 
T/)rdship,  that  I  do  hear  my  Liuly  your  mother  and  your 
brutber  Sir  John  do  speak  of  me  with  some  bitterness 
and  neglect.  I  must  bear  with  the  one  as  a  lady  and  the 
iithi'r  as  a  lovrr,  and  with  both  fur  your  Litrdaliip's  s:ifct», 
whom  I  will  nrnko  judge  of  anything  tboy  shall  have 
against  me.  But  I  hope,  though  I  be  true  servant  to 
^our  Lordship,  you  will  nnt  havt?  me  vassal  to  their 
sitms,  espi^cially  as  long  as  tliey  [are]  governed  by 
Sir  Edward  Coke  and  Secrptary  Winwood ;  the  latter  nf 
^hich  I  iiiVii  to  b«  the  w<irst ;  for  Sir  Edward  Coke,  1 
riliink,  is  more  nuxlest  and  discreet.  Therefore  your  lord- 
ship shall  du  me  right,  and  yet  I  shall  tjtke  it  for  a  favor, 
if  you  signify  to  tlwm  that  you  Imve  received  satisfaction 
from  me,  and  would  h:ivi>  thom  Use  mo  friendly  and  in 
good  manner.  God  keep  us  from  these  long  journeys  and 
absen(u%  which  makes  misunderstaudings  and  gives  oil- 
vuu  n.  17 
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vunt:igp  to  uatruili.  and  God  ever  prosper  and  prest»rve 
yoar  Lordship. 
Your  Lonlsliipy  triu*  iu»d  devoted  fneinl  ami  scrvnnt. 

Fit,  Bacon,  C.S, 

GOBHAMBCIBYt  23  of   Allg.,  1617. 


THE   KING   TO  THE  LOHD   KZEPEE. 

Javes   E. —  Right  tnistj  and  well-beloved  Counaellor,  we 

greet  you  well. 

Altliou^h  our  approach  doih  now  l>egia  to  be  near  Ix»ndoii.  and 
that  there  iJoth  not  appear  anv  great  necesBity  of  ausworing  your 
lo&t  lelLtir  tiiiiru  wo  are  bo  ahortly  to  lie  at  home:  Yet,  we  Iuivq 
thought  goo<l  to  make  some  obgervuttons  to  you  upon  the  same, 
that  you  may  not  err  by  mistakinf;  our  meaning.  Tlio  Ar&t  ob- ' 
servaLion  we  are  to  make  is.  That  whereas  you  would  invert  the 
second  sense  wherein  we  took  your  magnum  in  parvo,  in  ac- 
counting it  to  b<3  made  inatfnum  by  their  fclreporous  carri'ige  that 
were  for  tlie  tiKitclL,  we  cautiot  but  show  you  your  mistaking 
therein.  For  every  wrong  must  be  judged  by  ilio  lirst  violent 
and  wrongous  groand  whereupon  it  pnx'ceds,  and  was  uot  (he 
thefteoiu  stealing  away  of  the  daughter  from  bcr  own  father  the 
first  ground  wherenpijii  nil  this  great  noise  hntli  Bince  procfetled  ? 
For  the  jn^und  of  her  getting  again  came  upon  n  lawful  and 
ordinary  nurnint  subscribed  by  one  of  our  Council  for  redress 
of  the  former  violence,  and  except  the  father  of  a  cliild  might 
be  proved  to  be  eitlier  lunatic  or  idiot,  we  never  read  in  nTiy  law 
that  eiliicr  it  could  be  lawful  for  any  croarurc  Ut  Btcul  his  child 
from  him  or  that  it  was  matter  of  noiso  and  streperous  carriage 
for  him  to  hunt  for  the  recovery  of  hid  child  again. 

Our  next  observation  is,  Tlmt  whereott  yuii  protest  of  your 
afTection  to  Buckingham,  mid  thereafter  confess  that  it  is  in 
some  sort  parent-like,  yet  after  that  you  have  pruised  his  natural 
partji,  we  will  not  say  iliat  you  throw  all  down  Ity  a  direct  im- 
putation upon  him,  but  we  are  sure  you  do  not  deny  to  hnvo  had 
A  greater  jealousy  of  his  discrecioii  tliau  (so  fur  as  we  eunceive) 
he  over  deserved  at  your  or  any  man's  bandft;  for  you  say  that 
yon  were  afraid  that  the  height  of  hli*  fortune  might  make  him 
too  (tecure,  and  so  oa  n  looker-on  you  ml^ltt  sometime  Hee  more 
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ihui  a  j^in«ftter.  Now  we  kiiow  not  how  to  inlerprf i  this  in 
plain  Kti^li>>h  ntherwise  than  ibiit  vou  were  iifraiil  tluU  lh« 
bright  of  his  fortnnu  might  nmke  him  uiiskiiow  hiniM-lC  Amt 
.Burely  If  iLttt  hi;  yiiiir  partnt'liiM  ttffeeiion  toward  hiru  \\*s  haib 
no  oMi!.'uiiun  to  you  fur  \U  AntI  for  nup  fwri,  U'^itlrs  our  own 
prf»of  that  wi*  (irnl  liini  furthest  from  thai  vice  of  any  courtier 
that  ever  we  hml  so  near  aUtut  \is,  so  do  we  fear  UmC  you  •halt 
prove  the  only  pinrnix  in  thnt  jeahiusy  of  all  the  kingdom;  for 
vru  n'puld  be  very  »orry  thai  the  wurhl  should  apprehfnd  itiai 
cunc^il  of  him;  hul  we  oiniiot  (*oiio:-a]  tliut  wo  tliink  it  wiis 
kiUit  your  purt  of  any  to  enter  into  that  jeulou-ty  of  him,  whucu 
of  we  have  heurd  you  oft  apeiik  in  u  contrary  style.  And  ua 
for  that  error  of  your*  which  he  lateiy  pnlliatetl  whereof  you 
Kpein  to  pretend  ignurunce.  the  time  is  eo  short  since  you  com- 
uirmlt'd  to  him  one'  to  be  of  the  Utirons  of  our  Exdn^iuer  iu 
IrcluniU  as  we  cannot  think  you  to  be  tio  short  of  memory  u  to 
have  forgotten  bow  fur  you  undertook  in  tlmt  business  before 
ii)9piiiinting  us  with  ii,  what  a  long  juurucy  you  made  the  poor 
man  ui>dertfik*s  togi»ther  with  the  «liu'ht  rei-ouimendiition  you 
sent  of  him,  which  drnve  or  to  tliuiu.*  HtraitA  that  both  the  piHir 
Ban  bad  iHH'n  umhine  and  your  rre<lit  a  little  hlastetl  if  Ltuck- 
Dgbam  Inid  not  by  hift  int[Hirinnily  luadr^  ng  both  grant  yuur 
tnom  lliitn  buii  (fur  you  b:)d  nlmwly  ade«l  a  |ian  of  it),  and 
likewi&e  run  a  haxard  of  the  hindrance  of  our  own  Rervioe,  by 
preferring  a  peraun  to  so  hnpoioaut  a  place  whom  you  80  slightly 
[>miDcnrU-d. 

Our  tliird  ohtervation  U  upon  the  point  of  your  opposition  to 
thi*  busitte^s.  whertiin  yon  cither  flo  or  at  lt:a«t  would  geem  to 
mistake  us  a  little.  For  lirst,  whereas  you  exciifie  yourself  of  tho 
oppofeitious  you  marie  a;^in8t  Sir  Edwan]  Coke  at  the  council 
tuhli!  Ikoth  for  thai  and  iillter  causes  we  nrver  look  nfion  ns  such 
n  patruriiiy  of  Sir  Kilward  C-ok**,  ns  if  hi?  were  a  man  not  la  bo 
meddled  withal  In  any  <.-atte,  for  whatsoever  you  did  againnt  him 
by  our  employment  aiiil  conunandmout,  wo  ever  allowed  it  and 
mill  do  for  good  servicft  on  your  part ;  fie  bonit  opertlntt  non 
litpidamtis  pos  ;  but  wlit-reus  you  talk  of  the  rktl  and  violence 
committed  by  him,  wo  wonder  you  inuko  no  montion  nf  thi<  riot 
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Atul  violence  of  them  that  atalfi  awny  hiB  diiaghter,  which  was  the 
first  groutid  of  ull  that  tioiite,  us  wn  sa\i\  bt* fure ;  for  a  man  may 
be  compelUM]  hy  manifest  wrong  Ih^vouiI  his  itutieDcc^  aod  the 
first  breach  of  liint  quietness  wliirh  huth  ever  l>een  kept  8inc« 
the  begiiiiiitig  of  our  journey  vra&  made  by  them  that  committed 
the  theft.  And  for  ymir  layini^  the  burden  of  your  opposiiion 
Upon  the  whole  council,  we  meddle  not  with  that  question  ;  bat 
the  opposition  whicli  we  ju«t1y  Hud  f:iult  with  you,  wua  the  re- 
cusal to  fiign  a  wttrraut  fur  the  father  to  the  recovery  of  his  child, 
clad  with  those  cimumKtaneeft  (ait  is  re{K>rieil)  of  your  &li;j;ht 
carriage  to  Buckingham's  mother  when  she  repaii'od  to  yuu 
upon  80  reasonable  an  errand.  What  further  oppoutioD  you 
made  in  that  business,  we  leave  it  to  the  due  trial  iu  the  owa 
time.  But  whereas  you  would  diBtinguish  of  liuiofi,  preleiidiag 
ignorance  either  of  our  nieaiiing  or  his  when  you  made  your 
opposition,  Tluit  would  have  served  for  a  rea£onable  excuse  not 
to  have  furthered  such  a  busiuesn  liJl  you  hut  been  lir^t  em- 
ployeil  in  ir.  but  that  can  serve  for  no  excuse  of  crossing  any- 
ttiin»  that  80  nearly  concerned  one  whom  you  profess  such 
friendship  unto.  We  will  not  speak  of  obligation,  for  surely 
we  think  even  in  good  manners  you  hud  reason  not  to  li/ive 
croiined  anything*  wherein  yon  had  hcai-d  his  mime  iiseil,  till  you 
hwl  heaitl  from  him  ;  for  If  yuu  had  willingly  given  your  consent 
and  hand  to  the  recovery  of  the  young  gentlewoman,  and  then 
written  both  to  ns  and  to  him  what  inconvenience  appeared  to 
you  to  tie  in  such  a  match,  that  had  bt-eu  the  {tart  indeed  of  a 
true  servant  to  us  and  a  true  friend  to  him  ;  but  first  to  make  an 
O[ipo«ition  and  then  to  gtvo  advice  by  way  of  fTieudshiji,  is  to 
miiku  tlie  plough  to  go  before  the  horse. 

Tliua  leaving  all  the  particulars  of  your  carriage  in  this  busi- 
ncAs  ro  the  owni  pro|icr  time,  which  is  ever  the  cliacoverer  of 
tnith,  Wb  commend  you  to  God.  Given  under  our  signet  at 
Naiuwich,  in   the  llfteenth  year  of  our  reigu  of  Great  Britain, 


TO  THE  KIHQ. 

It  may  please  your  most  ex*  Ma.,  —  I  dare  not 
presume  any  moro  to  reply  upon  your  Majesty,  but  re- 
serve my  defonse  till  I  attend  y<iur  Majesty  at  your  buppy 
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returo  ;  when  I  hope  Terily  to  approve  myself  not  only  ft 
true  servant  to  yoar  Mnjesty,  but  a  tme  friend  to  ray 
Lonl  of  Buckingham.  And  for  the  tinu:s  also,  I  hope 
to  give  your  Majesty  a  good  iuxouut,  though  liisUtnce  of 
pluc^e  may  obscure  them. 

But  there  is  one  part  of  yoar  Mujesty  a  letter  that  I 
would  bti  sorry  to  Uike  time  to  answer ;  which  i.s«  that 
your  Majesty  conceiveth  that,  whereiia  I  wratu  that  the 
lieiglit  of  my  Ivord'a  fortune  mought  make  liim  si'care,  I 
meant  that  he  waa  tunied  proud  or  unknown  of  himself. 
Surely  the  opinion  which  I  have  ever  had  of  my  Lord 
(whereof  your  Majesty  is  beat  witness)  ia  far  from  that. 
Hut  my  meaning  was  plain  and  simple.  Tluit  his  Lord- 
ship mought  thruugh  hia  great  fortune  be  the  less  apt  to 
caat  and  foresee  the  unfaithfulness  of  friends  and  malig- 
nity of  enviers  and  accidents  of  times:  which  is  a  judg- 
ment (aA  your  Majesty  knoweth  better  than  I)  that  the 
best  authors  mnke  of  the  Iwst  and  best  tempered  spirits, 
te^  »Hnf  re»  humurne;  insomuch  aa  Guicoiardiue  makctli 
the  same  judgment  (not  of  a  particular  person)  but  of 
the  wisest  state  of  Europe*  the  aenate  of  Venice,  at  one 
time ;  when  he  saith,  their  prosperity  had  made  them  se. 
euro  and  underweighers  of  perils.  Therefore  I  beseech 
your  Miijesty  to  deliver  me  in  this  from  any  the  least 
imputation  upon  my  dear  and  noble  lx>rd  and  friend. 

And  so  expecting  that  that  sun  which  when  it  went 
Iroin  us  left  us  cold  weather,  and  now  it  is  returned  to- 
wards us  hath  brought  with  it  a  blessed  harvest,  will  when 
it  Cometh  to  us  disperse  all  mists  and  mist^ikings,  I  ever 
rest 

Your  M.'a  most  humble, 

bounden  and  faithful  servant, 

Fr.  RAiinv.  C.  S 
QoBHAKnrnT,  Uiia  91  of  Aug.,  1617. 

The  ICing  W:i8  by  this  time  as  far  as  Citventrj*  o»i  hia 
way  inu'k  from  Scotland,  and  botli  (Vike  attd  Vtdv«.rton 
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had  gone  to  meet  liira.  Coke  had  arrived  first  and  been 
well  r<?ceived,  and  on  tho  8d  of  September  Yelvprton 
sent  liiicoii  a  full  and  miifidi-iitial  report  of  the  state  of 
things,  every  purtifular  of  wliicli  w:is  of  &>  mueli  impor- 
tance to  him  in  the  way  of  warning,  that  in  order  to 
understand  liis  position  it  will  be  wortli  while  to  read  the 
whole. 


My  most  iroRTHT  and  iioN0RjLni.K  Lord, —  I  dure  not 
think  my  journey  lost,  because  I  have  with  much  joy  seeu  th« 
fflcc  of  my  master,  the  King,  though  more  clouded  towards  me 
than  I  looked  for. 

Sir  Edvrunl  Coko  bath  Dot  forborne  by  any  engine  to  heave 
both  al  your  Honor  uml  ul  inyadf;  and  he  works  by  thu  weight- 
iest iiistrumunt,  ihti  Karl  uf  Buckin^ltani,  who  as  I  see  sets  hiiu 
as  close  to  him  as  h\n  shirt,  the  Karl  speaking  in  Sir  KdwHrd's 
phrase,  and  iis  it  were  menacing  in  his  Kpirit. 

My  Lord,  1  emboldened  myself  to  a'^&ay  the  temper  of  my 
Lord  of  nuckinglmni  to  my»^lf,  and  fnuiid  it  very  fervent,  mil- 
led by  miii  in  formation  which  yet  I  finil  ho  embniced  a!t  truth, 
and  did  nnbly  and  phiinly  tell  niu  he  would  not  secivtiy  bite, 
bat  whosoever  had  hud  any  interest  or  tasted  of  the  opposilioa 
to  his  brother's  marringe  he  would  as  openly  op|)09e  them  ii> 
their  faces,  and  ihey  should  discern  whiit  favor  be  biul  by  the 
power  lie  would  use. 

lu  the  passage  between  hita  and  me,  I  stood  with  mucb  con- 
fidence upon  these  grounds  :  — 

First,  thut  neither  your  Lordship  nor  myself  hud  any  way 
opposed,  but  matty  ways  bad  furtliered  the  fair  passage  to  the 
marriage. 

Secondly,  that  we  only  wished  the  manner  of  Sir  Edward's 
proceedings  to  havti  been  more  temperate,  and  more  nearly  re- 
sembling the  £.-itrs  sweet  disposition. 

Thirdly,  thut  the  chiefest  check  in  the  business  was  Sir  Ed- 
ward himself,  who  listened  to  no  advice,  who  wus  so  transportcil 
with  passion,  as  he  purposely  declinol  the  even  way  which  your 
Lordship  and  the  rest  of  the  Lords  left  botl)  bim  his  Uly  and 
his  daughter  in. 
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Fourtbly,  I  WMs  lioM  to  sUinrI  upon  my  groDiitl,  and  so  I  »nU\ 
1  kiit'W  your  Lonlsliip  wuiiltl.  tliat  tljest*  were  sUnrlers  ivliicU 
wcr(4  liroij^lit  liiin  of  iik  txith ;  iiitd  that  it  f<ti>0(l  not  with  Wm 
bonnr  to  give  creHU  to  them. 

Aflcr  I  liai]  pit»KMl  tlieBe  straits  with  tlie  Knrl,  Iciiriiiji;  liiin 
IpiLiiiiig  stUl  to  tht<  tii?t  relnlion  of  oiivloiis  and  ot1iniiF>  wlvortiu- 
rios,  I  advcnlurt'd  to  approuch  his  Miij-siy,  who  prndously  fravo 
ni«?  his  hand  to  kitss,  hut  intcmiixe^t  wiihn)  (hnt  I  de^i^rved  not 
llmt  fuvor,  if  three  or  four  tilings  were  true  which  he  had  to 
ohjvct  against  ine.  I  wa^  IkiIiI  lo  crave  hi«  princxdy  jii-^tlce, 
first  to  hear,  then  to  judge,  which  he  grnciously  ^ranteil.  and 
t4l  ho  wislied  1  could  elear  mytK>lf.  I  answ^ro<],  1  woidd  not 
ippeal  (o  his  mercy  iu  any  of  tlto  points,  but  would  enduro  the 
severest  censure  if  any  of  them  were  true ;  whorL-npon  he  «aid 
he  would  reserve  his  judgment  till  he  heard  me.  which  could  not 
be  thf^n,  hiti  other  oivupiUiona  pressfil  him  t^o  much.  All  this 
was  in  the  h<aring  of  the  Karl ;  and  1  protest  I  think  the  con- 
fidence in  myinnnccncy  made  me  depart  hnlfjustjHed,  for  I  like- 
Yfifi**  kiMCil  hiH  MajfStyV  hauil  at  hiK  dcpurltirc,  nnd  ihougli  out 
of  hin  gnice  lie  c<>mmandc<i  my  atturidance  lo  Warwick,  yet  upuu 
my  ftiiit  he  eaaily  inclined  to  givf  nut  ihe  rhniot!  tn  wait  mt  li!m 
al  Wiu<l»or  or  at  London. 

Now,  my  Ltinl,  j;ivo  me  leave  nut  ot  ail  nty  iilfeclkinK  thai 
slmll  ever  .terve  you,  to  intimuti!  touching  yourNclf: 

l«t.  That  every  courtier  is  uci]Uiiinti*d  that  the  Karl  profess- 
elli  0f>tinly  againiti  you  as  forgetful  of  hiii  kindness,  and  nnfaith- 
ful  to  him  in  yuur  love  and  in  your  actions. 

2d.  I'hat  hK  rrtnnieth  the  »hamf  n|ion  himitelf,  in  nut  listen- 
ing to  counsel  (hat  dissuaded  hiii  nlFi'cLion  fi*om  yuu,  and  not  lo 
mount  you  ao  high,  not  forhearing  En  open  ft[»eeeh  (an  divers 
have  told  me,  and  this  Itearer,  your  gentleman,  fanlh  heard  atfK>) 
tn  tax  you,  an  if  it  were  an  inveterate  ruhtom  with  yoiu  to  be 
unfailliful  to  Iiim  as  you  were  to  llie  KorU  of  Essex  *  and  Som- 
e^*e^ 

3d,  That  it  is  too  eommnn  in  every  man's  mouth  in  court, 
tliBt  your  greatjiew  nliall  he  almlvl.  and  as  your  tongue  Itath 
been  :ut  a  razor  to  feume,  hu  »hall  ltiuir»  be  to  you. 

1  U  U  •  ftlni;iiUr  thian  llmt  tliU  U  ibn  nnlr  allatlon  lo  (ha  oU  vhar^r  of  lii- 
(Cnilliul*  ti)  Kamis  —  uuiIm  hr  h  rortie iiifMirf  r^*,  diirJni;  Bocim't  lift,  >ntl  ^tlut 
tti«  ptiblloillon  ot  tkU  Ajfutoyy  —  tital  1  Uavr  /et  met  wilb- 
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4tlu  Th&i  there  is  laid  up  for  you,  to  mnke  yonr  bnnlcn  tho 
more  grievuus.  mnDV  pettUoua  to  hU  Mujesty  n^itn^t  tou. 

My  I^rd,  Sir  Pldward  Coko,  as  if  he  were  aJready  upon  hU 
wiDgs,  triurophtt  exceetliiigly  ;  bath  much  privutt;  i^niforeDce  wtlh 
his  Majesty  ;  and  in  public  doth  offer  himself  and  tbrua  upon 
the  King  with  as  great  boldness  of  speech  as  hereti:ifore. 

It  is  thought  and  much  feared  that  at  Woodstock  he  will  again 
be  recalleil  to  the  council  table ;  for  neither  are  the  EaH's  eyea 
nor  h\A  thoughts  ever  off  him. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  with  much  audacity  atlirmeth  his  daugliter 
to  be  most  deeply  in  luve  with  Sir  Juhn  Viiliers,  that  the  cou- 
tract  pretendeil  wiili  the  Karl  is  counterfeit,  and  the  letter  also 
that  is  pretended  to  come  frum  the  Earl. 

My  nol»!e  Lord,  if  I  wore  worthy  being  tlie  meanest  of  all  to 
interpriHe  my  weakness,  I  would  humbly  dc&ire, 

1.  That  your  LonUhip  fail  not  to  be  with  his  Majesty  at 
AVoodstock  ;  the  sight  of  you  will  fright  some. 

2.  lliat  you  single  not  yourself  from  the  other  Lords,  but 
justify  all  the  proceedings  aa  all  your  joint  acts;  and  I  little 
fear  but  you  pass  conqueror. 

8.  That  you  retort  the  clamor  and  noise  in  this  busiue^  upon 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  by  the  violencu  of  his  carriage. 

4.  That  you  Heem  not  dismayed,  hut  open  yom'self  bravely 
aud  confidently,  wherein  you  can  excell  all  subjects :  by  which 
means  I  know  you  shall  amaze  some  and  daunt  others. 

1  have  abused  your  tfOrdship's  patience  long,  but  my  duty 
aud  afft!ction  ti'iwards  your  Lonhbhip  shall  have  no  end;  bat  I 
will  Blill  wish  your  Honor  greater,  aud  rest  myself 
Your  Honor's  servant, 

Uknkt  Vklvkbton. 
Davkntkt,  Sept.  3,  1617. 
I  beseech  your  Lordship  to  bum  this  letter. 

A  duy  or  two  Inter,  Bacon  got  some  further  light  as  to 
the  Btate  of  the  weather  by  the  following  letter  from 
Buckingham  himself  conveying  the  King's  ;inswcr  to  hia 
last 

It  would  ap|>ear  from  the  first  sentence  that  soma  of 
liis  own  letters  to  Buckinghani  at  this  crisis  have  been 
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lost ;  for  there  are  none  remaining  wbicb  answer  the  de- 
soription. 

Mr  Lord,  —  I  have  received  bo  many  letters  lately  from 
your  Lordship  ilmt  1  cannot  answer  them  severally :  but  the 
grouud  of  them  all  being  only  thiK,  that  your  Lordship  fearelh  I 
am  so  incensed  agniiist  you  that  I  will  hearken  to  every  iufor* 
[nation  tliat  is  niHrie  unto  me  ;  this  one  letter  may  well  make  an- 
swer nnto  them  all.  As  hia  Majesty  is  not  apt  to  give  ear  to  any 
idle  rejKirt  againat  men  of  yonr  place;  «o  for  myself  I  will  an- 
swer that  it  is  far  from  my  disposition  to  take  any  advantage  in 
that  kind ;  aiul  for  your  Lortlship^s  unkind  dealing  with  me  in 
this  nuitt«r  of  my  hruilier's,  time  will  try  all.  His  Majesty  hath 
given  me  commandment  to  make  this  answer  in  his  name  to 
your  letter  to  hiiu,  that  he  nectlcth  not  to  make  any  oUier  an- 
dwer  to  you  lliun  that  which  in  that  letter  you  make  to  yourselfc 
I'bnt  you  know  his  Majesty  to  be  so  judicious  that  whatsoever 
he  heareth,  he  will  keep  one  enr  open  to  you ;  which  being 
indeed  bis  own  princely  difiposilion,  you  auiy  be  assured  of  his 
nciouii  favor  in  that  kind.  I  will  not  ii-ouble  your  Lordship 
rith  any  longer  discourRe  at  this  time,  Iwiiig  to  meet  you  io 
shortly,  where  will  he.  better  trial  of  utl  that  hath  passed  than 
can  be  made  by  letters.     8o  1  rest 

Your  Lonlship's  at  command, 

G.  BDCKINOaJLU. 

Wabwicx,  Se|it.  IV. 

Such  was  the  dispoettion  in  which  the  King  and  Biick- 
inj,'lium  were  prepared  to  meet  Bacon.  But  he  bad  the 
advantage  of  a  eiise  in  which  there  was  really  no  just 
(fround  of  wmplaint  whateyer ;  unless  it  were  that  be 
hud  rt>fnsed  to  acknowleflge  t!ie  right  of  a  father  to  break 
into  other  men's  bouseft  in  order  to  rescue  bis  (laughter 
from  her  mother;  for  he  hod  not  interfered  otherwise, 
vxrept  by  rtftt'ring  advice  with  reitsonHf  and  those  he  bad 
not  pi-tt»H(?d  aft«-r  they  had  been  heard  and  rejected.  Of 
the  particulars  of  the  meeting  we  have  no  iiecount  from 
any  iiutbority  that  c^n  be  trusted  ;  for  Weldon  does  not 
in   my  opiniou  deserve  to  be  so  mnch   lui  «juoted.     But 
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from  tiie  correspondence  wbicli  haa  be«*n  preserved  I 
gather  tlmt  presently  after  tlxe  King's  return  to  London 
(which  was  on  the  15th  of  Sef>tember)  Hacon  desired 
to  apeak  with  him  about  a  matter  concerniny;  his  own 
safety,  sugg^nted  by  a  Ciise  then  bfforf  tlie  Council :  and 
that  on  th«  2l8t  or  22d  of  September  he  had  an  intor- 
view  with  Btickinghain,  at  which  he  put  into  his  hands 
a  note  of  what  ho  wanted  to  say  to  the  King,  and  at  the 
same  time  rnU-red  into  explanations  with  regard  U>  liim- 
self.  The  result  will  appear  in  the  two  letters  which 
follow :  — 


FOR  THE   KINQ. 

That  which  for  the  present  I  would  liav©  spoken  wiih 
his  Majesty  about,  was  a  matter  wherein  time  may  be 
pi*ecious,  being  upon  the  tendei-est  point  of  all  others. 
For  though  the  particular  occasion  n»ay  be  despised  (and 
yet  nothing  ought  to  be  despised  in  this  kind),  yet  the 
counsel  thereupon  I  conceive  to  be  most  sound  and  neces- 
sary to  avoid  future  perils. 

There  is  an  examination  taken  within  these  few  days 
by  Mr.  Attorney  ooneeming  one  liayntrm,  or  Baynnin 
(for  his  name  is  not  yet  certain"),  utteste*!  by  two  wit- 
nessfs,  that  the  said  Uaynton,  without  any  apparent  show 
of  being  overcome  with  drink  (otherwise  than  so  as 
mought  make  him  less  wary  t'»  keep  secrete),  said  that 
he  had  been  lat<>ly  with  the  King  to  petition  him  for 
reward  of  sorvice,  which  was  denied  him,  whereupon  it 
was  twice  in  his  mind  to  have  killed  his  Majesty.  God 
ever  bless  him. 

The  man  is  not  yet  apprehended,  and  said  by  aomo  to 
be  mad  or  half  mud ;  which  in  my  opinion  is  not  the  less 
dangerous;  for  such  men  commonly  do  most  mischief, 
and  the  manner  of  the  speaking  imported  no  distraction. 

But  the  counsel  I  would  out  of  my  care  ground  here- 
upon is,  that  his  Majesty  would  revive  the  commissiun 
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for  &ui(fl,  which  hivlh  been  now  for  those  tlifeo  years  or 
more  ill  laid  down.  For  it  nmy  prevont  any  tlie  like 
wicked  cogitation  wliich  tho  devil  nmy  pnt  into  the  mind 
of  ft  ro:trer  or  swjiggerpr  upon  a  denial :  and  boRides  it 
VfiW  fretf  Ilia  M:»jp8ty  from  miidx  iniporH»iily»  and  siive 
his  cofTers  :dso.  For  I  am  snn^  vrhan  I  wius  a  continiB- 
sioner,  in  three  whole  yeara'space  tliei*e  punstKl  scarce  ten 
sfiits  tl»at  w<Me  allowod  ;  and  I  doitbt  nnw,  npon  his  Maj- 
eBty*B  coming  home*  from  tins  junrney,  he  will  be  much 
troubled  with  petitions  and  suits;  which  maketh  me 
think  this  remedy  more  seiismiuble.  It  is  not  meant  that 
suits  generally  Hhould  p:iss  that  way ;  but  ouly  such  suits 
as  his  Majesty  woidd  be  rid  on. 

THK  EARL  OF  BtrCKLVGHAM  TO  THE  tORD  KEEPER* 

HIy  Loitu.  —  1  have  made  his  Majesty  ac({iiuint<.'d  wiih  your 
DDle  coiiceniiuj!  thut  wicked  felton^'ii  speeclieij.  ivhich  his  Maj- 
60Qr  eouleinuuOi.  as  is  uttual  to  his  great  spirit  iu  thesHcastttj 
but  notnilhstiindin^,  hU  l^lajesty  h  plr^jised  that  it  shall  he  de- 
adly Irierl.  whrther  Om  foid-moulhwl  fellow  wu^  taken  eitlier 
with  dnn>ketiiieM  or  niuiliiess  when  he  spuke  it.  And  us  for 
your  I^ortUhip's  aiJvic<?  fur  sotting  np  again  the  comnni^ioucre 
for  suits,  his  Mnjr^Fly  snith  ihei-e  nritl  Iw  time  enough  for  think- 
ing U{»oii  lliut  lit  his  corning  to  Uiimptuii  Court, 

But  hit)  Miijetily's  direelioii  In  suuwer  of  your  letter  hsth 
givitn  mo  oceofiion  to  join  hereimto  u  discovery  nnto  you  of 
mine  inwiinl  ihnughtR,  prnc<wtlitig  upon  die  diftoourHO  you  luid 
with  me  tills  dny.  For  I  do  freely  crmfetui  (hut  your  ott'rr  of 
subtninMon  nnto  me,  mid  in  writiup  (if  so  I  wuoKI  have  it), 
Imttcrcd  so  the  nnkindne*^  thut  I  Imd  conceived  in  tuy  hciirt  fur 
yoar  bdmvlor  towards  mo  iu  my  abiencc,  as  out  of  thn  iipnrk* 
of  tny  old  a0*ection  tnw*ard«  you  I  went  lo  sound  hm  Mllj^  * 
intention  how  he  mi-jum  to  iKshuve  himself  towanU  yon.ep  ■ 
in  Any  puhlic  meeting:  where  I  fontid  on  the  oni^  pnrt  his  .M:ij- 
Oity  bo  littlo  Mitintied  with  your  hite  Answer  unto  htm,  wUkU  ha 
counted  (for  I  proiejic  I  niw  his  own  terms)  confused  snd  cbild- 
tnli.  atid  Inn  rt;ioruus  rei^ultitiuii  un  iho  olhor  pftrt  so  i\xei\  thul 
be  woukl  put  some  puhlic  exemplary  mark  upon  you,  uw  I  pro- 
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M  tbe  Bight  of  1(U  deep-conceived  indignation  quenched  my 
pHAsion,  making  me  upon  the  iustJint  ch&nge  from  the  [lonon  of 
u  party  into  u  jieacc-makcr;  so  as  I  was  forced  upon  my  kucea 
to  bt*.^  of  his  Majee>ty  that  he  would  put  no  public  act  of  di»< 
grace  tijK>n  you.  And  as  I  dare  say  no  other  [>ersou  would 
tuive  been  patiently  ht^anl  Id  tliia  &Hit  by  lua  Majesty  but  uy- 
self,  so  did  I  (though  not  without  dillicuUy)  obtain  thus  much. 
That  lie  would  not  ku  fiu*  disable  you  from  the  merit  of  your 
fbluro  service,  as  to  put  any  jwirticular  mark  of  disgrace  upon 
your  person.  Only  thus  far  bid  Majesty  protcstcth,  Tbat  upoo 
the  eonscionce  of  his  office  he  cannot  omit  (though  laying  aside 
all  poasion)  lo  give  a  kiugly  reprimand  at  his  Hntt  sitting  id 
council  to  so  many  of  bis  couucillors  as  were  then  here  behind 
and  were  actors  in  this  business,  for  their  ill  liebavior  in  it. 
Some  of  the  [>articular  errors  committed  in  tbjs  businetts  he  will 
name,  but  without  accusing  any  particular  persons  by  name. 

Thus  your  Lordship  secth  the  fruits  of  my  natural  incliaatiou, 
aiid  I  protest  all  this  time  juist  it  was  no  small  grief  unto  me 
to  hear  the  raouth  of  so  many  upon  tliis  occasion  open  to  load 
you  with  innumerable  malicious  and  detracting  speeches,  as  if 
no  music  were  more  pleasing  to  my  ears  than  to  rail  of  you : 
which  made  me  rather  regret  the  ill  nature  of  mankind,  that  like 
dogs  love  to  set  upon  him  that  they  see  once  snatched  at.  Aud 
to  conclude,  my  Lord,  you  have  hereby  a  fair  occasion  ao  to 
make  good  hercafUsr  your  reputation  by  yonr  siocere  service  to 
luH  Majesty,  as  also  by  your  firni  and  constant  ktiidnesa  to  your 
friouds,  as  I  may  (your  Lunlship's  old  friend)  participate  of  the 
comfort  and  honor  tliat  will  thereby  come  to  you.  Thus  I  reftt 
at  lost 

Your  Lordship's  faithful  friend  and  servant. 

G.  B. 

The  force  of  our  old  kindness  hath  made  me  set  down  this  lo 
writing  unto  you,  which  some  that  have  deserved  ill  of  me  in 
this  action  would  be  glad  to  obtain  by  word  of  mouth,  though 
they  l»e  fur  enough  from  it  for  ought  I  yet  see.  But  I  beseech 
your  Lordship  to  reserve  this  set-relly  to  yourself  only,  till  our 
meeting  at  Ihunpton  Court,  lest  hia  Majesty  should  bo  highly 
offended  for  a  cause  tbat  T  know. 


( 
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mi.]  UCCKIKGUAU  AKD  BACON  RECOKCILED.  2G9 

TO  THK  EARL  OF  BUCKINGHAM. 

MV  KVEK  BEST  LORD,  NOW  BETTER  THAN  YOUItSKLF, 
—  Your  Lordship's  pen  or  rather  pencil  hnth  portrayed 
towiirds  me  siioli  magnanimity  and  noblt^ni'ss  and  truo 
kindness,  an  mcthinketh  1  see  the  image  of  some  ancient 
virtue,  and  not  anything  of  these  times.  It  is  the  Hne 
of  my  life,  and  not  the  linea  of  my  letter,  that  most  ex- 
press my  tliankfiilnesa:  wherein  if  I  fail,  th«n  God  fail 
me,  and  m^ike  mv  us  miserable  as  I  think  myself  at  this 
tirae  happy  by  this  reviver,  through  his  Majesty's  sin- 
gular clemency,  and  your  incoraparablo  love  and  favor. 
God  preaerve  you,  prosper  you,  and  reward  you  for  your 
kindness  to 

Tour  raised  and  infinitely  obliged  friend  and  servant^ 

Fb.  Bacon,  0.  S. 

Sept.  22,   li;i7. 

To  pretend  reconciliation  when  ho  waa  not  reconciled 
never  the  vice  of  Huekingham  :  and  considering  the 
bpili  of  the  ofiEouse  which  he  had  concelveil  against 
Bacon  for  his  conduct,  real  or  supposed,  and  the  violenoe 
of  the  enmity  which  commonly  succeeded  in  him  to  a 
renounced  {riundahip,  we  may  bi^lieve  that  on  this  occa- 
■ion  he  had  really  achieved  a  considerable  victory  over 
himself,  and  that  he  deserved  tnui*e  of  the  credit  whinh 
liacon  gave  him  than  might  otherwiflo  seem  to  be  his 
due,  seeing  that  he  did  but  give  ^vay  where  he  had  been 
gittssly  in  the  wrong.  But  when  a  man  is  disposed  to  do 
what  is  right,  it  is  well  to  make  it  as  agreeable  to  him 
lis  pottsiblu;  and  Bacon  was  probably  welt  advised  in 
magnifying  the  favor,  and  cona**nting  to  receive  as  gen- 
urosity  what  was  in  fact  nothing  more  than  justice. 

Buckinglmnt  being  thuii  paoilied,  the  King,  whoso  re- 
aentmentfi  though  lively  were  never  long  livefi,  wiw  easily 
tx^'ifiKiili'iI    to  rp<*i*ive  Bacon  b.ick  intn  f.ivor,  iind   (In*  old 
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relations  were  presently  rcbstnblishecl.  But  when  friends 
ha>'e  once  quarrellwl,  they  never  can  be  to  each  other 
quitf  what  they  were  before.  During  the  quarrol  tLoy 
see  each  other  with  clitTcnint  ey«^s  umi  lo:im  to  eonstruo 
matters  in  le&s  favorable  senses.  Thus  they  come  to 
know  many  things  which  they  did  not  know  before,  and 
whicli  no  reconciliation  can  make  them  forget.  Ail  this 
had  happened  within  six  months  of  the  time  when  Bacon 
stood  hif^hest  in  the  favor  of  both ;  and  he  bad  done  noth- 
ing to  deserve  it.  It  was  impossible  for  him  hencefor- 
ward to  forget  how  precarious  a  pr>9se8sion  their  friend- 
ship and  favor  was,  and  bow  Uttle  he  eouUI  depend  for 
itfi  continuance  npou  either  diligence,  or  ability',  or  fidel- 
ity, or  o^'en  upon  the  most  anxious  and  affectionate  eo- 
lieitnde  for  their  good.  With  this  difference,  however, 
things  returned  into  their  old  course,  and  the  issue  of  all 
this  turmoil  may  be  thus  summed  up. 

Coke  got  what  he  wanted,  though  he  had  been  obliged 
to  pay  higher  for  it  than  be  liked.  On  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember he  was  restored  to  the  Council  Table,  The  Vil- 
lierses  also  got  what  they  wantwl.  On  the  29th  Sir  John 
married  a  youug  larly  with  a  large  portion.  But  the 
game  had  gone  altogether  against  Lady  Hatton.  She 
had  not  only  failed  Ut  bring  her  husband  into  the  Stir 
Chamber,  and  to  save  ber  daughter  from  a  marriage 
which  she  (  Lady  II.)  disliked  ;  hut.  she  was  threat+Mied 
with  prosecution  liersulf.  I'''or  the  precontrjicfc  with  the 
Karl  of  Oxford  proved  to  bo  a  fiction,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  abduction  brought  ber  within  danger  of 
Court.  "  I  have  full  eausD,*'  said  Coke,  writing  to  Buck- 
ingham on  the  1.'>th  of  July,  "  to  bring  all  the  confed- 
erates into  the  Star  Chandii-r,  f«tr  conveying  away  my 
child  out  of  my  bouse."  And  before  bw  had  beeu  a  fort- 
night at  the  Council  Board  again,  steps  were  tidcen  for 
(Iiis  object.  Lady  Hatton,  says  Chamberlain,  writing  on 
the  lllh  of  October,  "lies  still  at  Sir  W.  Craven's,  crazy 
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ia  body  and  sick  in  mind.  There  is  a  commission  to  the 
Lord  Keeper,  tlie  Lord  Archbishop,  Secrotary  Winwuod, 
and  I  know  not  who  elat»,  to  examine  her  of  conspiracy, 
diftobedii'nc*,  and  many  other  inisih-mounoi's,  and  to  pro- 
ccinI  af^'uinst  lier  according  ns  they  8hall  find  eimse,  but 
her  sick M0S3  stands  her  in  Bom*?  steail  for  the  time:  and 
if  slie  uome  ug-.tin  lo  hL'rseU  il  may  be  that  in  space  there 
will  grow  gr»ct>.  But  sun*  she  is  in  a  wrong  way  now, 
and  so  ;inim:ited  tiiwurds  her  husband  that  it  is  vrrlly 
thought  tihf  wuuU^  not  care  to  ruin  herself  to  overthrow 
him."  It  seems,  however,  tliat  she  had  not  formally  re- 
fused her  ennscnt  to  the  marriage,^  and  she  had  one  great 
cai'd  still  in  her  hand.  She  might  be  sentenced  and  fined 
in  the  Star  Chamber,  but  she  could  not  he  compelled  to 
settlt:  h(.>r  furtune  on  the  bride.  This  was  to  be  obtained 
by  another  course  of  treatment,  and  by  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber we  find  that  she  w:i«  again  in  favor,  "  For  the  King 
eoming  to  town  yesterday"  —  so  Chamberlain  writes  on 
the  iUst  nf  October  —  "it  was  told  me  that  the  Earl  of 
Buckingham  meant  to  go  himself  and  fetch  her  ;is  it  were 
iu  pomp  from  Sir  William  Craven's  (^where  she  Imth  been 
BO  long  committed)  and  bring  her  to  the  King,  who  upon 
a  letter  of  her  submUsion  is  gnioiously  affected  towards 
her.  But  another  cause  ia  that  SL-ciug  lier  yielding  and 
as  it  were  won  to  give  allowance  to  the  late  mamage, 
he  will  give  her  all  the  contentment  and  countenance 
be  con  in  hope  of  the  great  portion  she  may  bestow  U|X)n 
her.  For  ttiere  is  little  or  nothing  more  to  bo  looked  for 
from  Sir  Edward  Coki^,  who  hatli  redeemed  the  land  ho 
had  allotted  his  daughter  for  ;C20,000,  so  that  they  have 
already  bad  £30,000  of  him  paid  down, 

Tbo  marriage  proved  in  tlie  end  unfortunate;  but  I 

1  "  It  U  mI\1  itut  the  inf)lli«r'ft  coatcot  wun  obtainfd;  thv  Ijidr  protftiivg 

^k»i  liOftMMtvrj-  ihe  lik«d  Hit  Jolin  bctrcr  tliAn  my  olli«r  «li«tw>^vcr,  yvt  rha 

■ired  to  kf«p  ■  »olcnin  pr<>nilM.'  made  lo  hrr  mrtthtr,  not  ii>  marr}'  "ny  nwut 

btiul  her  coiucnt."    Adam  Newton  to  Sir  Thoinu  PiickerinK  :  80  ( miadftUd 

B)  Stpctmbar,  IftlT.     (^rt  mJ  Timn  f/Jama  /.,  vol.  il.,  p.  94. 
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cannot  think  that  the  issue  can  be  justly  laid  to  the 
charge  of  those  who  brought  it  about.  I  find  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  the  young  lady  showed  any  aversion 
to  her  husband,  or  that  her  fancy  was  set  upon  anybody 
else.  To  please  her  mother,  she  was  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge a  precontract  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  which  was 
not  a  fact :  to  please  her  father,  she  was  ready  to  beg  her 
mother's  consent  to  her  marriage  with  Sir  John  Villiers : 
while  to  please  herself,  it  was  rumored  at  the  time,  she 
would  have  preferred  Sir  Rob.  Howard ;  ^  with  whom 
it  is  true  that  she  did  afterwards  elope.  But  I  do  not 
imagine  that  any  one,  looking  forward,  had  a  right  to  ap- 
prehend any  worse  consequences  than  such  as  commonly 
follow  from  what  is  commonly  thought  a  **good"  mar- 
riage, —  a  marriage  of  wealth  to  greatness. 

1  "If  it  be  aa  Ik  uld,  both  mother  and  daughter  are  far  enough  from  it,  and 
have  another  aim  at  a  younger  »oo  of  the  Lord  Treasorer'a."  Chamberlain  to 
Carleton,  19  July,  1617. 
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Thb  reconciliation  was  followed  by  a  long  coarse  of 
calm  weatlier,  in  whicli  Httcmrs  services  were  gracioufily 
uoci'pU'd  both  by  Buckingham  mid  lUe  King,  and  no  inis- 
uudemtandiugs  aroBo.  That  this  was  purcbased  by  ii 
promise  or  a  practice  of  unconditional  compliance  with 
nli  Buckingbani  8  liumora,  is  a  tiling  obvious  to  conjecture 
and  easy  to  assert;  but  1  Bnd  nothing  in  the  tone  of  the 
correspondence  on  cither  side  which  indicates  any  such 
alteration,  nor  would  it  have  been  like  Buckingham,  ii  I 
understand  his  character  rightly,  to  make  up  a  quan'cl 
upon  such  ft  condition.  U  he  had  continued  to  believe 
that  Bacon  had  done  him  wrong  he  would  have  continued 
openly  to  resent  it.  It  was  willing  coSperation,  not  ser- 
vile compliance,  that  he  expected  from  his  friends,  and  I 
think  be  was  too  proud  to  luscept  Hcrvico  which  he  liud 
reason  to  believe  reluctant  or  insincere.  But  Bacon,  as 
soon  us  he  bad  an  opportunity  of  upeaking  tn  him,  con- 
vinced him  —  a  thing  the  more  easily  done  because  it  was 
certainly  true  —  that  he  had  meant  all  along  to  serve  and 
to  cross  him :  and  it  is  quite  in  accordance  with  all 
know  otherwise  of  Buckinghanrfl  character  tliat,  being 
once  coDvince<l  of  that,  he  should  treat  as  cancelled  an 
offeuso  which  bad  not  been  committed. 

Thti  only  thing,  so  far  as  I  know,  which  may  seem  to 
countenance  the  suspicion  that  some  unworthy  compact 
of  compliance  was  the  condition  of  Bacon's  restoration  to 
favor,  is  the  fact  that  among  the  very  many  tetters  which 
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Buckingham  had  to  write  to  him  on  roivttors  of  public 
biisineas — for  it  was  through  thu  Favorile  that  the  King 
conimoiily  corri'sponded  with  the  Lord  Keeper  —  there 
ure  samr  written  on  hia  own  account  in  favor  of  parties 
having  suits  in  Chancery ;  and  that  such  letters  came 
more  frequently  after  the  reconciliation  thim  before. 
Their  greater  frequency  after  the  reconciliution  ia  etisily 
accounted  for;  and  indeed,  unhfss  tiiey  had  been  discon- 
tinued iiltogetiier,  it  could  hardly  have  hern  otherwise. 
After  the  reconciliation  \v;w  aftt.'r  tin'  retnrn  of  the  Court 
to  England.  During  the  few  months  tlnit  Bacon  bud 
hehl  the  seala  wlien  the  inisunderstjinding  arose,  Buclc- 
inghaui,  being  away  in  Sc(»Lian<U  had  been  comparatively 
free  from  the  ini{iovtunity  of  HuilurB.  When  ho  wtLS  in 
London,  or  at  any  of  the  onlinary  resorts  of  the  Court, 
everybody  wlio  had  a  suit  in  Chancei-y  and  access  in  per- 
son or  through  a  friend  to  his  car  would  be  urgent  for  a 
letter  of  recommendation  ;  and  Buckingliam,  who  though 
touchy  and  resentful  was  affable  and  giwd-natnred,  — 

"  LoFly  and  soar  lo  (tinsc  vrlio  lover)  him  not, 
Qui  to  Uiose  mtn  Ui«t  tougbl  liiiu  4iruel  m  •umnier,"  — 

would  naturally  (being  also  Tery  yuung  and  inexperi- 
enced) take  the  course  which  gave  least  trouble  to  him- 
self and  most  satisfaction  U>  the  suitor:  he  wouhl  direct 
his  secretary  to  draw  up  a  letter  for  his  signature  in  the 
usual  funn.  The  usual  form  was  a  rcconiinetidation  of 
the  cause  to  the  I-ord  Keeper  so  far  as  might  stand  with 
justice  and  equity,  or  words  to  that  effect.  But  the 
words  are  of  no  importance,  as  they  might  be  meant  to 
jNiss  for  words  and  nothing  more,  Tlie  nintonul  question 
is,  whether  those  letters  were  in  fact  meant  by  Bucking- 
luim  or  allowed  by  Bacon  to  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  course  of  justice.  I  do  not  think  that  any  reason  can 
be  given  for  thinking  that  they  were.  Lord  Campbell 
indeed  in  the  earlier  editions  of  his  life  of  Bacon  sup- 
plied a  circumstance  whicli,  if  correct,  might  liave  been 
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i»;-u.j  BucKixGQjurs  Lcrnois  in  rxvoK  or  iann<ki    ^^o 

Uwtigbt  to  U*nJ  thai  tvny.     \\v  dSM»t>V»*lftM  A  1 1-.  '  i 

the  clwraclor  of  Ihehy  letU'i-K.  **-i^  ^r*/,"  In*  xu.^ 
ingham  "  used  the  quulifiaicion  •  80  far  iw  mwy  MhihI  Wltl» 
jiistioe  nnd  c?quity '  .  .  .  .  byt  Im  afttfrtritnh  omidtui  tltomt 
docent  forms  iiiul  pn-tty  phiinly  intiiimli-il  (Inii  lio  hmm  0* 
dictutu  the  decree."  liiMiig  ruininUtMl,  Iimwovmi'i  lliiti  thii 
dates  (! id  not  betir  out  this  obttervnUnn.  |tin(  (In*  (tln»ii(fn 
Wixs  really  in  tliu  oppofttUt  diriH^tlon,  Om*  (imlMtliMi  nt  IliN 
qnalifyiog  flnuao  lining  letM  tr«n\iwul  '•nfUnnrthU  "  llmil 
**at  first;**  for  t  hut  among  JJuckir  ^'  '  '  '*  "'  nf  fid* 
nature  those  which  coiiuiintyl  no  ',  '■'•  *¥**'» 

in  the  first  yenr  lis  lhr«r  to  four;  in  kti 

to  eight;  whiJe  in  tlie  thir '   ' ^      - 

pcnred  entirety;  h4»  va»  i. 

drcum&tance  of  time,  whiefa  hm  kmA  urtf  ' 

ci..  '    -<   »o  the  iispatAtii»  wMeli  l»lk/> 
a  to  atawi  byitertf  ■■■yyji' 
That  tiiM*  l«ttia»  paaM  »»tflnn>«  iiiiiiiiialow 
is,  that  oo  Roovd  cC  aay  imp  iiawn  ^^  ^—  *^"' 
a,  doM  not  appar  to  ni#  Civ  )■«'  * 
Lord  Campbell  flo^ia  fi»  tmmm  4w»  iMftr  dt*  /•- 

flenor  nf  cvr  fiuwl  «f  i  ■lymnwi     *  HvMli;? 
IAm  »A0  fm^ftr  £U.  &i^  &b»  ti<^»^  ^ 

T  Mipp^K  tr  VSIW  ABC  &»    »<lJMr^«R9    R-v-^^  *    /-'V- 
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Lira  to  "dictate  decrees,"  I  must  Imveaomu  better  iisison 
lor  anspectinj^  it.  No  suoli  chiwge  wjis  mude  agiiiiist  Iniu 
white  ho  lived  uud  could  have  uni«vvuivd  it,  either  Ixsfore 
bis  fall,  or  ufter;  and  though  dtiiith  did  not  iu  hU  cafiu 
'*  optMi  the  gate  to  gofid  faino  and  I'XtihguisU  envy,*'  no 
writer  of  hid  i)wri  or  the  nuxt  germnitioti  nooUHfd  him  of 
deciding  c:iUM.'a  luiju&tly  out  of  deftireiicu  to  Bunkinghuiu. 
Until  these  letters,  which  iippi'iii'  to  h;ive  been  cartifuUy 
Hied  and  docketed,  were  Eouud  anioiig  his  papeni  and 
published  in  17158,  no  oue  knew  tliat  Uuckingham  uver 
interfered  at  all  iu  sudi  mutters;  and  though  tlioy  an*  uU 
iucludiHl  in  evi^ry  editiuu  ut  liaeon'b  works  that  hjis  ap- 
pe;vred  since,  no  attempt  was  over  made  to  connect  any  of 
tiit'iu  with  an  ui^nint  decree^  till  witiiin  the  last  few  ye;irs, 
when  I  myseU  iidaed  the  question  wltli  regard  to  the 
only  one*  among  llieni,  on  the  faice  of  which  I  saw  some 
reason  for  siiajn'oting  that  the  decree  h:ul  been  inHucneed 
by  the  letter.  The  hi8toi*y  of  the  inquiry  which  foUowi^d 
would  make  too  long  a  story  for  the  present  work;  but 
as  it  bears  upon  the  gravest  of  nil  th<'  imputatiuna  that 
Imve  been  cast  on  Bacon's  judicial  cltaracler,  it  is  nt*ceH- 
sary  to  state  the  result ;  and  though  the  case  in  question 
belongs  to  a  somewhat  later  time,  it  will  be  convenient  to 
stale  it  here. 

A  eareful  iuvestigAtion  of  the  records  of  this  cose  lias 
shown  that  in  a  dispute  between  an  uncle  and  a  nephew 
about  a  legacy,  Bacon  did  allow  a  quest  inn  which  he  had 
decided  to  be  reoj>eued  and  referred  to  arbitration ;  that 
this  was  against  the  rules  of  tlie  Court  as  laid  down  by 
himself;  iiud  that  it  wiis  done  in  consequence  of  Buck- 
tnghanrs  interposition  on  behalf  of  oue  t>{  the  p:irtie8. 
How  mucli  danger  to  justice  may  have  been  involved  iu 
such  an  irregularity  of  procedure  is  a  question  which  I 
must  leave  to  lawyers:  but  with  regard  to  the  iinmo- 
diate  n^^nlt,  as  affecting  the  interest  oF  the  parties  in  the 
jMi-Licular  case,  we  are  still  h'ft  in  ignorance  of  several 
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thingfli  whicli  we  must  know  bL>fui'L'  wo  cjin  jud^e.  We 
cMnnot  judge  whether  tho  final  decision  wa<s  just  or  un- 
just: for  wo  do  not  know  wlmt  it  Wiw;  or  whefclior 
eithi^r  ]»uty  coniphiined  of  it,  or  was  di&aatislied  with  it; 
or  wiiethur  tlit*  n.-fereiice  of  the  dispute  to  urbitrAtion 
wiui  not  made  witli  the  conutiut  of  botli,  or  indeed  whether 
it  WHS  not  for  the  henoBt  of  both.  It  in  true  that  if  a 
CImncellor's  uutliority  in  those  days  had  been  above  con- 
trot«  and  his  doorocs  had  not  btwn  tjubjeut  to  appeal^  the 
[«irty  who  luul  ulrejidy  (ibUiined  a  dtxjree  in  his  favor  was 
not  likely  to  coniteiit  to  have  the  qiiefltion  rcoj)ened.  Hut 
I  npprohund  th;vt  the  Lord  Chancellor's  decree  w;ib  nut 
nccessiirily  the  end  of  the  busim^ss.  Tlie  cause  of  the 
winning  party  woh  still  subject  to  poasibilities  beyond 
Bacons  control,  the  apprehension  of  which  might  have 
made  the  bo  far  vtctoriouB  suitor  think  it  prudent  to  uo- 

I  quieseu  m  the  pro|K)i«.'d  arrangement.  According  to  Ixird 
Chief  Justice  Hale,  tbere  were  then  two  ways  of  revers- 
ing a  decree  in  Cliancery ;  *»  either  by  petition  to  the 
King^  and  thereupon  a  (.oinmisslon  to  examine  the  decree 
nn<l  prooeediuj^M,  whereof  there  were  some  precedontR,  or 
elwt  to  flot  it  AAidc  by  act  of  Parliament."  Now  if  either 
of  tliese  courseii  wai*  thrrafimed  In  this  eiuw,  witli  Bucking- 
Imiii  to  buck  it  and  the  King  to  back  nuckirigham,  I  can 
believe  that  an  agreement  to  refer  the  question  at  is»ue  to 
**  five,  fn«r,  or  thn^e  indifferent  pt^i-aonR  of  reputation," 

I  jind  abidp  by  thfir  decision,  waa  a  judicious  comprofni.sH; 
nnd  also  that  if,  without  troubling  a  formal  oomuiisaion  to 
examine  and  report,  the  uude  and  nephew  iigreed  to  set- 
tle it  betwe^^n  themselves,  and  waste  no  more  money  in 
litigation  (which  may  be  the  true  reason  why  there  ifl 
**no  trace  of  anything  done  nnder  the  order**),  it  wits 
better  still  —  fur  them. 

Further  scjirch  atnoug  the  Chancery  records  by  thoiie 
who  are  competent  to  deal  with  the  technicalities  may 
Uic  art|fect  of  the  case.     But  as  it  stands  at  present. 
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this  being  the  only  iiiatuuoe  we  kimw  of  in  which  Biick- 
inghaiti^s  iiiU'rfei'ence  induced  An  alttM-aiion  iu  Biicuu^s 
pnx-eediugs  as  a  judge,  and  these  )»eii»g  the  probuble 
conditit)ii»  of  it.  tlie  qufstion  is  whether  it  is  enough  to 
prove  that  Bacon  "suffered  Btickingtuim  to  dictate  many 
of  his  dc'crct'fi.'"  I  think  not.  I  take  it  to  be  quite  pos- 
sible that  if  he  had  been  railed  on  to  answer  the  churge, 
ho  could  have  shown  that  to  have  acted  oihorwiBe  would 
have  caused  In  all  probability  a  wt>rse  rnisearriage  of  jus- 
tice thiui  tlio  deputation  of  his  own  anthority  to  a  com- 
mission of  arbitnitors  chosen  by  the  parties. 


In  Baoon*B  **  Proposition  ttniching  the  compiling  and 
aniendnient  of  the  laws  of  England/*  referred  to  above 
(p.  172),  he  recommended  among  other  things  the  ap- 
pointment of  "soiuo  grave  and  sound  lawyers,  to  be 
rejiorters  of  law  caaes  for  thtj  time  t<i  come."  A  not« 
inserted  afterwards  in  the  margin  of  his  manuscript  in- 
forms us  that  h«  *'  obtained  this  of  the  King  after  he  was 
Chancellor;'*  alluding  no  doubt  to  the  ordinance  for  con- 
stituting law  reptirters,  whicli  wii.s  issued  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1617,  and  may  be  seen  in  Rjmer,  vol.  xvii,,  p, 
27.  It  seems  from  that  marginal  note  that  he  regarded 
it  as  an  important  point  gjiinwl  and  a  fact  arcomplished. 
The  compilation  of  **a  perfect  course  of  law,  nr  Year- 
books, from  Edwanl  the  First  to  this  day  "  —  the  day  on 
which  ho  was  writing —  w:\a  a  work  wliich  had  still  to  be 
done.  He  hatl  shown  how  it  shuuld  bv  done  iuid  urgeil 
the  oocossity  of  doing  it ;  but  as  f»r  as  the  pjv&t  yoars  were 
concerned,  it  remaitittd  (as  it  still  ivmains)  a  thhig  to  be 
wished  for.  For  the  futurr,  howt'ver,  Im  thought  it  was 
done  indeed.  "The  connw"  (that  is,  the  Year-books  for 
the  time  past)  "  being  thus  t^ompiletl,"  —  he  had  said  in 
his  "  pRiposition,"  two  years  before,  —  "then  it  renh'th 
but  for  your  Majesty  to  appoint  some  grave  and  sound 
lawyers,  with  some  linnorable  stijK'nd,  to  be  Roportersfor 
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the  time  to  conifl,  aiic)  theo  this  is  settled  for  all  titncs." 
Upporters  l»a<l  now  he^n  upj^HiitfJ  Acconlin^'ly,  and  since 
tlmt  wliieb  Miey  litvi]  to  do  waH  uo  wiiy  drj>endent  upou 
the  other  bf>iitg  done  first,  ht;  plenstul  liimself  with  the 
belief  that  h  real  »iid  elTectuiil  proviHiuii  hud  bueii  miidti 
to  keep  the  law  in  or<ler  for  the  futum,  in  mt  fur  iis  it 
depended  upon  the  deciatons  of  the  Judges. 

It  SRfini?,  however,  thiit  sonielliiiig  was  wanted  still  ; 
this  meafture  like  the  rest  came  to  nutldng,  and  serves 
only  for  ono  illuslration  wore  of  the  (allibility  of  the 
most  sjvganlmis  jmlj^inents,  when  ihey  asjiire  to  pmviilo 
for  the  w:iuts  and  govern  the  pvocepdinga  of  imothcr  gen- 
eration. That  the  Bchemu  itself  was  both  jndicioiiB  and 
workable*  and  that  if  it  htul  been  pnj()erly  followi^d  out 
for  the  last  2M)  years  it  would  havo  in:u1e  tlie  problem 
of  law-refomi  a  much  easier  one  for  this  generation  than 
it  is,  r  find  it  iuipfissiblu  to  doubt.  The  defect  must 
have  been  in  what  Uuoon  would  have  called  the  inslni- 
mrntit  animata.  The  very  objeet  of  an  improved  system 
of  reporting  was  to  diminish  the  nncertuinty  of  Mio  law. 
Now  unoeiUdnty  means  delay,  ox^^ense^  and  litigation. 
But  delay,  expense,  and  litigiition  are  the  very  things 
by  whieh,  though  the  people  suffer,  the  lawyei*8  thrive; 
and  as  the  Ke|>ortera  were  of  ni;ceasity  lawyers,  subject  to 
tin*  authority  and  supervision  of  other  lawyers,  —  whoso 
power  as  interpreters  of  the  law  was  the  more  absolute 
the  more  <loubt{uI  tlie  law  was  whith  thfly  ha<|  to  inter- 
pret,—  it  is  not  surprising  that  a  duty  involving  trouble 
wwfl  not  performed  with  zeal.  Mr.  Kos8  ascribes  LJio  fail- 
ure to  an  oversight  in  the  orJinanex;  itself,  which  I  i;an- 
not,  liowover,  consider  a  defect.  According  to  him,  the 
institution  came  to  nothhig  because  it  wiis  not  made  a 
monopoly.  *' As  It  did  not  contain,'*  he  says,  "  a  proltibi- 
tion  agiiinsl  other  persons,  it  soon  becivme  a  dead  letter.*' ' 
If  so,  itfl  death  is  not  to  bo  regretted :  for  sunti  a  prohl- 

'  Lift*  f/  tht  Jwlj/rw,  vol.  vt.,  p.  48. 
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bition  woald  Iiatq  benii  qitito  unjiifltifiablK.  If  thu  ap- 
pointment of  otlicial  reportt'n*  coiiM  be  of  no  use  unless 
All  other  perscms  were  forbiilden  to  report,  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  betttir  not  to  uppoint  any.  But  why 
should  we  think  so?  If  the  Jtidgt's  had  Oivred  to  liiivc 
their  reaolutioiis  corr»>ctly  and  judii'ioualy  reporteil,  luid 
th*i  reports  duly  autheuticated,  they  could  undoubtedly 
have  secured  for  tliu  ulIictiLl  repuils  ii  substantial  value 
which  would  have  put  competition  out  of  the  question  : 
and  if  the  persons  uppoinUid  to  the  otHcu  wei*e  compe- 
tent, nnd  were  countenanced,  provided  for,  conferred  with, 
and  overlooked  by  the  Judges,  iicc4»rding  to  the  iutenlion 
of  the  ordinanoe,  their  reports  must  have  tuid  such  a 
value.  When  the  qnestion  wiw  what  had  been  luid  down 
for  law  in  a  given  case,  they  would  have  been  the  only 
evideuoe.  The  cause  of  the  failure  I  am  afraid  lay  deeper. 
Its  success  depended  upon  the  coopenition  of  those  who 
did  not  wish  it  to  succeed.  The  law  cannot  be  made 
simpler,  cheaper,  speodit^r,  surer,  and  more  generally  in- 
telligible, without  the  help  and  consent  of  the  liiwyere  ; 
and  it  is  the  interest  of  the  lawyers  th:tt  the  law  should 
be  intricate,  costly,  slow,  UDcertHin,  and  intolligible  to 
none  but  themselvfs.  All  the  wr>rk  is  pHitl  fur  by  others, 
and  the  more  uncertrtinty  the  ujoto  work. 

It  is  true  that  among  the  barristers  to  whom  the 
chances  of  the  profession  give  leibure,  luid  tlie  fuvor  of 
liiw-pubhshem  gives  op|mrtunity,  to  do  the  work  of  re- 
porters, there  ure  some  who  are  more  learned  than  some 
of  the  Judges;  and  it  is  even  siiid  that  among  the  vol- 
nmes  of  reports  which  stand  highest  in  reputation  for 
the  soundness  of  the  decisions  which  they  record,  them 
are  some  which  were  manufactun^l  out  of  the  prrxwudings 
of  Judges  who  were  famous  fur  the  contrary.  But  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  this  is  not  a  mode  of  correcting  the 
deficiencies  of  the  law  which  Bacon  wuuld  have  thought 
satisfactory.     Indeed,  the  fatrt  makes  so  g(X)d  a  pieee  of 
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satiiYi  upoti  the  way  lliia  piirt  of  t\w  biisiucaa  is  managed, 
tlmt  one  might  takti  it  for  a  joku  :  but  I  huro  henrd  it 
stjitei]  iis  u  truth,  Umlcr  Bacon's  aystom  tliero  nutsd 
hnvc  bwn  no  difficulty  in  cidlinj?  iu  the  curt)  niid  hmming 
of  tlie  Roporturs  to  discover  nnd  correct  the  errors  of  tlie 
Bwicb,  but  it  would  have  l>ern  done  on  due  deliberation 
ami  with  the  Kinrtinn  of  the  whole  body. 

On  the  27th  of  October  Secretary  Win  wood  died,  af- 
ti-r  a  week's  illnesa  ;  leaving  an  iiuiwrtant  olKce  vai^anf^ 
but  lena  disturbance  otherwise  tlian  miglit  have  been  ux- 
peuted  from  the  Audden  removal  of  a  nmn  so  active  and 
buAy,  the  head  of  the  popular  court  fiiotion,  and  at  the 

^Bame  lime  "  in  his  liighcst  favor  with  the  King,  Queen, 
Prinoi%  and  pritiLMpal  favonte."  Mis  de:ith  makeH  a  oon- 
siderablp  figtire  in  tlie  news  letters  of  the  day,  but  none 
at  all  ill  tliia  ourroapondenoe.  Tlie  principiU  event  which 
followed^  though   t  rlo  not  know  that  it  really  liad  any* 

^tiling  to  do  with  it.,  w!ia  the  r<*stnrjition  t/i  libi'rty  of  l>]idy 
latton,  who  (^according  to  riianiU'rlain)  laid  all  the  fault 
of  her  late  troubled  upon  him.  She  was  set  free  on  the 
2d  of  November,  and  a  week  after  gave  a  great  dinner 
to  the  King  and  Prince,  which  aoema  to  bavo  been  the 
celebration  of  her  reconciliation  with  everybody — exwpt 
hnr  huRhand.  Ah  we  do  not  often  hear  of  Hucon  lufiiat- 
ing  at  festivities  of  this  kind,'  u  contemporary  notice  of  it 
may  be  worth  inserting. 

'*  Tliia  fluy  WOA  die  |L;:re:iL  friut  lit  IlaLloii  Hnuiif^  mat]e.  to  th(!> 
King  ami  Priiicu  auU  lltfir  followtirs,  hiTtU  unit  bdius,  by  the 
mo»l  noble  lady  my  La.  Kliit.  Uatton.  Sly  I^.  Coko  only  wa« 
l«t>BctiC,  who  in  all  vidgnr  apiiiioiia  wna  there  rxpected.  IIia 
liijeiity  vvua  nevt-T  murriur  uor  uiure  ftalislled,  wlin  Iitd  not  pa- 
tience to  ait  a  qiiarier  of  an  hour  niihoai  rlrinking  the  heiiUh 
of  my  La.  Klii.  Malion,  which  wiis  pledged  fimt  by  roy  l*o. 
Keeper  auil  my  Lord  &[ttr4uia  numilloii,  nnil  theu  hy  all  th« 

'  III"  li«»l  b«n  f««t*d,  lojrriluT  with  thf  JtiHgo,  Irr  tht*  coIUkp  0/  Wwt- 
cntHBlpr  tttn>»  day*  licfufc  ;  wbeii  liu  rnKDldrt'Dcr  U>  tliti  Rini;'*  M-iiulan  ii  n<il<d 
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lords  ami  Indies  witli  great  ^ruvitj'  aud  rcspfKt.  und  llion  hy  all 
Uie  gollauta  in  the  uext  khjid.'' 


No  successor  was  appointetl  for  tlie  present  to  Win- 
wood.  "  The  King  naid  \\e  was  never  so  well  served  as 
wlicn  he  wjis  his  own  secretary,  and  to  that  end  '*  (says 
Chamberlain)  "  iuul  deKveivd  th^stsils  that  were  belong- 
ing to  Sir  Uiilph  Winwood  to  the  custody  of  the  Karl  of 
Buckingham,  and  thure  perhaps  they  shall  remain  till 
they  both  grow  weary  of  tlie  trouble." 

The  convapondencG  with  Bac(^n  went  on  in  the  mean 
time  much  as  befor**  —  only  that  Sir  Lionel  Crantield 
begins  now  to  appear  on  the  scene  aa  an  indispenRahlo 
man,  who  mxist  be  waited  for  if  hu  is  not  iXMcly.  Ibr 
was  tile  same  person  whuse  proposition  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  dispute  about  "  Impositions  "  two  or  three 
years  liofore  had  been  noticed  by  Ba<*on  with  appi-oval, 
as  more  stitesrnan-like  tlia.n  he  shouhl  have  expceted 
from  a  man  of  his  breeding.  He  bad  been  bred  appren- 
tice to  a  merchant  in  the  city,  and  having  married  his 
master's  daughter  had  liaen  to  be  a  merchant  himself ; 
and  being  apt  and  able  in  his  own  vocation  was  very 
well  quuUBed  to  assist  in  the  principal  business  upon 
which  the  Council  wju*  now  eugiiged  —  the  retrenchment 
of  necdleea  expenditure  in  the  King's  hnnsehold  and  the 
rectification  of  his  fiiianccs.  Bacon's  eorrrspondence  for 
the  rest  of  the  year  relates  chiefly  to  their  iabora  in  this 
matter;  but  turns  for  the  tnoet  part  upon  details  which 
b.'we  no  interest  for  nindern  readfrs. 

The  new  year  brought  some  changes,  but  chiefly  in 
titles  and  dignities,  A  rumor  th;it  Buckingham  "  meant 
U>  resign  the  inastershi]!  of  tlie  Horse  to  the  Marqais  of 
Hamilton,  .and  was  to  couiiwuMil  with  the  Ivord  Admiral 
for  hia  phice,"  had  been  current  n  month  or  two  before ; 
and  it  may  be  true  that  the  King  hiid  some  project  of  the 
kind.     It  scoms,  hmvevor,  lliut  Buekinghaui  himsi^ir  w. 
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not  a  party  to  it.  For  we  loam  from  anoUier  of  CuHr- 
ton'a  correspondents,  writing  on  the  7tli  of  January,  that 
it  was  then  saul  *'•  \u*  luu!  iibanlnt«ly  refiispil  to  be  Ad- 
miral, in  reH[M'«ii.  of  the  King's  ftervice,  —  not  being  ex- 
ptfriencsl  in  thnt  oilio4»."  Upon  which  tlie  King  "  in 
requital'*  niiide  him  :i  Murqiiis.  The  patent  vrna  a.  N»'W- 
Vi'iir's  ",'lfr,  niul  btistowed  upparently  without  any  cere- 
mony. 

On  the  Sumhiy  nfter  New-Ve:ir*s  day,  the  new  Mar- 
quis made  a  groat  fea^tt,  ut  which  among  other  things  the 
Lord  Keeper  was  nuule  Lord  Chancellor ;  **  wherein,"  says 
Chnmlterliiin,  "bi'sid(*s  the  title  he  hath  this  advantage, 
that  it  is  for  life,  witli  £<)00  a  yoar  increase."  Nor  was 
this  the  only  favor  bestowed  upon  him  at  this  time. 
"The  speech  gi^es,"  adds  the  same  authority,  "  that  he 
shall  be  mad(>  a  Uaron,  anfl  luith  the  making  of  another 
given  him  to  discharge  his  di'bts;  which  in  courte-sy  he 
hath  ofTcred  to  his  eldest  brotln.'r  for  £1,000  leas  than 
anntlier  should  gtvu  :  which  \ui  will  not  accept;  mindful 
pcrliaps  uf  Iiis  father's  motto  or  posy,  medioeria  firma. 
His  Ivordtthip  hath  of  late  much  insinuated  into  the  King*s 
and  Lord  Marquis's  favor  ;  and  t;U£os  a  new  ctmi'st;  of 
Uiriving ;  having  at  one  clap  cashiered  sixteen  of  his  gal- 
I:inu.*' 

This  List  circnmstaiico  will  be  found  hereafter  to  be 
of  some  iniportanco  in  connection  with  the  date  of  thu 
offon«PB  for  whit'h  he  was  impeached.  It  soenis  to  indi- 
cate a  wri.iiiH  effort  to  set  his  house  in  better  onler,  at  a 
time  when  his  fortune  was  otherwise  vt^ry  pro6|>erou9  and 
nothing  weincd  to  tlireat*-n  a  ri'veme  Nor  was  it  ma^le 
altogether  in  vain,  if  it  be  true,  as  T  believe  it  is,  that 
none  of  tlip  acts  laid  to  his  charge  were  then  of  recent 
date.  Hut  this  iKihings  to  a  future  chapter,  Perhnps  it 
WfW  only  his  present  u<!cupation  in  the  rytrencliment  of 
exjHMises  in  the  King's  honaehoM  that  reminded  him  of 
thu   expediency   of  doing  the  same   in  his   own,  whirl 
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wnnted  it  almost  as  much.  Such  Nti\v-Ye«r'«  gift  iis  a 
pair  of  golden  candlesticks  for  the  Prinoe^  or  a  cap  of 
essay  for  the  Marquis*  wen?  not  extnivagaat.  Uut  if 
forty  ponnds*  worth  of  plate  u»  a  New-Year's  gift  U>  tlie 
Archbishop  of  Spalato^  was  not  an  exceptional  case,  —  if 
it  was  &  fair  sample  of  the  style  in  which  liu  did  thest; 
thiogSf  —  the  diaappeaninco  of  an  ample  income  without 
clearing  his  estate  from  debt  needs  no  curious  explana- 
tion. 

Oh  the  12th  of  July,  1618,  Bacon  was  created  Baron 
Verulam  of  Verulam.  Whether  this  justifies  us  in  styl- 
ing him  "  Barf)n  of  VeruKim  "  (as  has  been  commonly 
done  for  the  last  two  hundrtxl  years  wherever  his  titles 
are  enumerated)  is  a  disputable  question,  but  not  one 
in  which  his  own  reputation  is  interested.  He  np%'er 
used  that  addition  himself,  but  styled  himself,  if  writing 
English,  "Francis  Lord  Verulam;**  if  writing  Latin, 
"  Franeiscua  de  Venilamio :  "  and  it  was  doubtless  as 
Verulam,  or  Lord  Verulam,  that  he  expected  the  next 
ages  to  know  him  and  speak  of  him.  I  think  everybody 
who  has  been  concerned  with  him  as  editor  or  biograplu'r 
must  agree  with  me  in  regretting  that  the  next  ages  di<I 
not  take  the  hint.  Being  invited  to  call  him  by  a  name 
iu«  handsome  in  sound  and  n.sHooiationB  as  any  that  Kng- 
land  could  have  furnished,  they  have  fixed  upon  him  one 
of  the  ugliest  and  most  vulgar  ;  a  name  ussociated  chiefly 
with  the  poorest  kind  of  joke  (and  quite  us  much  so  simxi 
he  bore  it  as  btjfore),  and  so  t:!ommonphtcl^  that  in  order 
to  make  it  serve  the  purpose  of  distinguisiiing  him  from 
the  rest  of  his  surname  at  all,  they  havn  been  obliged  to 
invest  it  with  a  title  to  which  it  never  had  any  pnHense. 
Ad  attempt  has  indeed  been  made  of  lute  to  justify  the 
litlo  of  **  Lord  Bacon  "  by  the  analogy  of  '""Lord  Coke," 

1  **  I  bcftr  the  King  kmvs  liim  u  nvw-vwu-'B  ffift  of  pistv  to  lh«  valua  of  .£100, 
And  Lbu  Lord  OliAuci^ltur  gavu  him  (m«  of  £Hi."  ClismlM'Hiiin  to  (.'arletoui 
17  Jan.,  1(117-18. 
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"  Lord  Halo/'  jind  others.  And  it  ib  truu  tliat  **A/«f/w#- 
tice«  retained  in  jmpulur  ajwech  the  prefix  of  *•  Lord," 
though  in-^ver  wmht  Pwrs,     Uni  this  practice  did  not  ox- 

SDd  to  the  Judges  in  Chiinoery.  Sir  Thomas  More  was 
tl  Chancffllor  Mow,  but  w:i8  nevtT  called   LortI  More. 

1r  Nichohts  B.-ieon  was  Ix>rd  Keeper  Bucon,  but  was 
never  culhtl  Lurd  Bacon.  And  so  thruugli  ull  tlie  list  of 
Lord  Kui'pcrfi,  l^rd  Chtimafllors,  jtnd  Miwt**r8  of  thtj 
Rolls.  Francift  Raoon  ia  the  only  one  who  even  in  popu- 
lar a|)evi.'h  ever  bore  the  prefix  of  "  Lord,"  otherwise  tlian 
in  ooQJunclion  with  the  title  under  which  he  was  called 
to  the  Upper  Hniiso.  How  his  vnse  cuTne  to  be  an  ex- 
t«ption,  it  is  not  dillicult  tu  divine.  While  he  was  only 
Sir  Francis  Bacon»  he  had  acquired  a  popular  reputation 
under  tiiat  »iame.  As  long  as  he  was  Lord  Veridain,  he 
was  also  Lord  Chancellur.  and  Wiui  so  spoJceu  of.  Whou 
he  w^iw'd  to  be  Lord  Chancellor,  ho  ceased  to  be  before 
the  public,  ttntl  was  Bfarcoly  8|M>ken  of  at  all.  Hence  it 
happ«»ned  that  [x'ftple  never  heL-aiin'  familiar  with  either 
of  his  proper  titles  of  uobiljty.  When  Lord  Verularn  or 
Lord  St.  Albans  w.ia  sjKiken  of.  it  was  neoesajiry  to  ex- 
plain that  the  person  meant  was  Sir  Frani'iH  ISaeon  ;  and 
thus  the  surname,  whieh  he  had  himself  meant  to  pnrt 
with  forever,  hnd  to  reappear  upon  the  title-piges  (tf  his 
works.  And  when  in  the  course  of  time  other  candidates 
arose  for  both  his  other  nnnieg,  —  when  *'Lord  St,  Al- 
hanH  "  wa-s  a  De  Burgh  or  a  Jermyn,  and  '*  Lonl  Veru- 
larn "  a  Griruston,  —  the  patronymic,  already  popular, 
became  indispeusable.  As  n  man,  he  must  be  Bacon  ; 
as  a  Peer,  he  must  I«i  Lord :  and  tlui  two  t(^ether  midce 
**  Lord  Bacon."  And  so,  I  fear,  it  must  remain.  To 
oorrei;t  the  name  by  which  a  famous  man  is  popularly 
known  is  a  vain  ambition,  and  I  can  do  no  more  than 
abstain  in  my  own  person  from  eonmiitting  or  sjinelion- 
ing  the  barbirisra.  The  surname,  though  a  continual 
annoyance,  I  am  obliged  continually  to  use;  Inil.  llut  faUd 
title  may  be  dispenned  with,  if  peiip\«'  i\vo  Hi*  tWftyoM^^. 
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The  m»xt  letter  introduces  a  mibjoct  to  wliicli  it  i» 
nither  strange  that  Bacon's  corrcsponJencc  Una  not  hith- 
erto contained  a  sint^lL-  alliisiun.  For  it  was  a  matter  of 
^ivat  moment;  mucli  disputed  in  council;  fiiil  of  donbts 
and  perils  of  the  moet  serious  kind  :  and  followed  for  the 
hist  eighteen  months  with  enj^er  popular  intei-eat.  —  a  sub- 
ject which  ho  innat  have  been  watching  frani  the  begin- 
ning with  th«  gravest  anxioty. 

We  left  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  fifteen  ycara  ago  in  the 
Tower,  under  sentence  for  treason  ;  respited,  but  not  par- 
doned.* Tlie  conditions  of  his  captivity  were  not,  how- 
ever, very  severe.  They  had  not  deprived  him  of  bis 
powers,  nor  alUtgether  of  liis  sphere,  of  action.  Besides 
bis  ''History  of  the  World,"  which  might  be  thoaglit 
enough  by  itself  to  account  for  sU  his  time,  he  hai]  writ- 
ten various  treatiHi*»,  political  and  scientilic;  his  taste  for 
experiments  in  chemistry  had  made  Bacon  think  of  him 
as  one  who  miglit  possibly  be  induced  to  lend  a  h.ind 
iu  the  "Great  Instaiiration  ;  "  and  he  had  at  tlie  Siuno 
Ume  kept  up  his  cumrauuicationa  witli  the  New  World, 
and  his  hopes  of  accomplishing  there  some  great  work  of 
colonization,  conquest,  or  commerce.  Several  trading  or 
exploring  voyages  had  been  made  by  his  means  or  in 
his  interest;  and  the  results  had  enabled  him  to  inspire 
others  with  bia  own  belief  that  mines  of  wejilth  rich 
enough  to  enrich  a  nation  were  waiting  thei'e  for  those 
who  had  wiunige  to  find  and  work  them.  How  much  he 
knew,  and  how  much  he  believed,  and  wiiat  kind  of 
mines  he  looked  for,  and  bow  hu  thought  they  were  to  be 
approached  and  occupied,  nol>ody,  I  think,  mil  ever  fitnl 
out.  But  one  thing  wo  may  be  sure  ho  knew  —  that  if 
he  could  persuade  the  King  to  sunction  an  expedition 
and  place  it  under  his  command,  he  must  (for  the  time  at 
least)  be  let  out  of  the  Tower,  In  order  to  obtain  so 
much  liberty  he  wjis  ready  to  give  any  security  which 

ISm  «br>re,  vol,  i.,  p.  Wfi. 


ini7-ifi.i  SIR  w.  n\i.EGir.s  kxpiuhtiok  to  (jltuna. 


287 


might  he  proposal  tliat  be  would  not  ahuae  it.  With 
tbut  view  he  liad  alreiuly  mado  Ht  Inaftt  throe  distinct 
prr>posulB:  oin>  to  tlie  Kiivl  of  Salisbury  (auppfist-d  in 
IGOT),  a  socoimI  to  Lord  Haddington  {^suppofttnl  in  ItJlU), 
a  third  in  1611  to  thu  Lords  of  the  Council.  None  of 
tlu'SP  were  ncoepted  ;  hut  tlie  last  wofl  framed  with  a  view 
to  get  rid  of  one  of  tlio  principal  dillionltic-s.  According 
to  this,  hu  wiia  not  to  git  hiniAolf,  and  libenition  was  to 
be  contingent  on  success.  Two  vessels  were  to  be  sent 
umler  tbe  coniinnnd  of  CaptAin  KejTnifl  in  search  of  a 
pnrUcuhir  gold  mine,  the  !o«ydity  and  wpaUb  of  which  he 
know ;  on  condition  thitt  if  more  than  half  u  ton  of  gold 
were  brought  back  fivim  it  he  should  have  bis  liberty  ; 
if  less,  that  he  should  remain  a  piiHoner  for  life.  The 
ptirtumnl  security  would  in  this  case  probably  havy  bcou 
thought  snthcient.  But  there  was  nnotlier  point  u|toii 
which  security  was  more  indispensable,  and  in  which  all 
these  pro|>osal8  were  equally  defective.  Security  was  re- 
quired Hgtunst  broiwhee  of  the  pence.  And  as  one  of  the 
proptiRed  provirtitius  was  that  "  the  Spuniards  were  not  to 
bo  attacked  except  thenisolvea  sliould  begin  the  war,"  it 
appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  pi\)po8al  that  the  plaw 
whei-e  the  mine  was  to  Iw  sought  was  one  where  Span- 
iards were  likely  to  be  found.  This,  like  the  two  former, 
was  rejected  ;  I  8Up|>o»e  for  this  reason.  It  was  ni^cessary 
ther^'fore  t*»  get  rid  of  this  provision  :  which  wiis  easily 
done  by  pi-oviding  that  there  should  l>e  no  Spaniarils  in 
ihv  way  ;  and  a  fourth  proposal  was  made,  soon  after 
Salisbury's  deatli,  similar  in  other  n-spectH  to  the  hist  — 
I  aimihir  indee<l  that  it  might  have  bt-en  taken  for  the 
krae  —  but  dilTering  in  two  points :  The  mine  was  to  be 
one  which  was  not  near  to  any  Spanish  settlomont ;  and 
he  was  to  conduct  the  expedition  iu  person.  This  now 
proposal,  being  8up|>oi-ted  with  the  full  weight  of  Win- 
wood'a  authority,  who  was  now  Socn'tary  of  Stat*,  the 
King  was  perauaded  to  agree  io.    On  the  I'Jth  of  March, 
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1615-1  (>,  Ualegh  was  allowed  to  leave  the  Tower  (tliougrh 
still  with  a  keeper)  tu  make  preparations,  ami  on  tba 
i^tU  ot  August,  161G,  hit*  coiuinisHioii  was  eignetl. 

No  mention  wur  made  in  it  of  any  particular  mine. 
The  enterprise  wiia  describfj  ixs  a  voyage  "  unto  the  south 
parts  of  Americji  or  elflewlicre  within  Amoriai,  poBsesrtt-tl 
and  inhabited  by  lieathen  iiiid  8av:i|^  people  ;  to  the  end 
to  discover  and  find  nut  some  commodities  and  meivhan- 
dises  in  tliost^  rountries  that  be  noresHtiry  nm\  profitable 
for  th**  subject*  of  these  our  kingdoms  and  doniinions, 
whereof  the  inhabittintB  there  make  little  nr  no  use  or 
eatiraation  ;  whereupon  HhK>  may  ensue  by  trade  and  com- 
merce some  pn)p(igatiou  of  the  Christian  faitli  and  re- 
formed religion  umungst  thoue  suva^  and  idolatrous  jieo- 
ple.'*  Hut  though  the  design  was  not  more  exactly  deHned 
(probably  beeatise  a  definition  of  the  plact  where  the 
treasure  was  might  have  incite<l  rivals  to  eouti'nd  for  it), 
it  was  well  understood  that  the  re:d  object,  <»r  at  least  the 
real  pretense,  of  the  voyage  was  a  particular  gold  mine, 
of  the  existence  of  which  near  the  banks  of  the  Orinoco, 
Ralegh  had  certain  knowledge,  and  of  the  ore  of  which 
he  had  seen  and  tested  samples.  The  commission  gave 
him  all  tlie  powere  necessary  for  a  commander,  and  se- 
cured to  him  and  his  fel low-ad veuturera  full  property  in 
alt  they  should  bring  home,  with  a  reservation  of  a  fifth 
(lart  for  the  Ci-own.  By  way  of  security  against  failure 
of  i)erfornmnc4*  or  abuse  of  commission,  the  tenure  umler 
which  he  held  his  life  was  thought  enough ;  and  whun 
Gondomar  objected  to  the  voyuge  on  the  ground  that  the 
mine  was  n  mere  pretense,  that  Italogh's  real  intt'ntioii 
was  «)me  piratical  attack  on  Spanish  projwrty  on  land  or 
sea,  for  which  the  force  he  was  to  be  trusted  with  —  four- 
teen armed  ships  cjiiTving  a  body  of  land  soUliers  — 
would  give  him  ample  means  ;  answer  was  made  that  ho 
durst  not  attempt  anything  of  that  kind,l>ecjUi8o  it  would 
be  at  the  peril  of  his  life.     "  That  there  might  be  no 
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miNtake,*'  fuiys  Mr.  Ganlinnr,  **  liu  was  ojiIIinI  on  to  give 
fiecarity  that  lie  woiiM  not  Imrt  aiiy  fiiihjects  of  tho  King 
of  Spain,  ami  was  plainly  given  to  umierstnnd  timt  if 
these  ordera  wen*  tr:»nsgrt'&St*ti  he  would  pay  the  penalty 
with  his  heitd  :  '*  ntul  thnngh  the  authority  which  is  given 
for  this  fltatenient  dui's  not  imply  th%t  the  wtiming  liad 
lH*<*n  givi-n  t(t  Kulpgli  hiinwlf,  luit  only  that  VVinwood 
had  declared  it  to  be  the  King's  known  and  arowed  in- 
U*ntion,  it  ciin  hardly  be  doubted  that  liAlegh  underst<K)d 
the  condition  well  enough :  nor  is  there  any  reason  tn 
lliink  that  ho  would  huvo  shrunk  from  awepting  it.  We 
havo  HiHMi  what  neourity  \w  wjw  lunineif  reiuly  to  olfer  for 
thi*:  iwi*fornmnco  of  his  engagements,  in  ("uso  he  were  aU 
loweil  to  go  in  person.  If  Ik*  did  but  pt-rnuade  a  course 
contrary  to  liis  avowed  design«  the  ollicers  in  oiiarge  were 
to  ^*  ciist  him  into  the  seu/^  If  he  did  not  bring  them  to 
u  mountain  coveiY'd  with  gutd  and  silver  ore,  they  might 
*^  cut  off  his  head."  It  is  evident  therefuro  that  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  ran  any  risk  of  that  kind :  any  risk,  1 
mean,  which  was  invnlve^l  in  ac<rptin<f  the  condition  and 
making  the  engiujement.  It  does  not  follow  that  he  meant 
the  penally  to  be  paid  :  and  having  so  many  ways  of  e»- 
ipihg  beyond  thr  King's  reach,  I  dare  say  he  thought  it 
IVery  unlikely  that  the  day  would  ever  como  when  it  cnuld 
be  demanded.  Hnt  it  is  importttnt  to  know  and  to  re- 
uitnnber  that  this  was  r«dly  the  undfi-stjindiiig  u{Kin 
which  he  undeitook  the  enterpnHe.  His  commi8Hion  was 
Inrgii  enough.  It  did  not  limit  him  to  one  gnld  mim? ; 
nur  did  it  re(|uire  him  to  bring  back  gold  at  all.  If  be 
did  n'ally  know  of  such  a  mine  \\»  ho  said  he  knew  of,  in 
A  land  nut  oconpied  da  facto  by  Spaniards,  there  wouKl 
Im  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  bringing  bai;k  enough  of 
the  produce  to  establish  the  fact;  and  it  would  be  for  tlia 
government  to  decide  whether  »  permanent  ocoupution 
should  be  attempted.      Hut  it  at  the  humio  time  left  opiu 

to  him  the  whole  field  of  peaceful  enterprise,     AnyUiin|» 
t.  It.  ifl 
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wliicli  the  iiativeB  were  willing  to  pm*t  with  he  was  At 

liberty  to  bring  biick  uini  tiiko  foiu'  tiftha  of  tbo  vsiliie. 
There  wns  nothing  in  it  to  prevent  him  from  tuvning  hiB 
voyage  to  purpust:a  uf  tmdu,  discovery,  oolonizatiori,  or 
propagation  of  the  Christiiin  fnith.  The  nne  tiling  wliich 
was  forbtd(lL-n  was  intrusion  upon  ground  <KCupti'd  by  a 
civiliw-'d  nation.  The  parte  in  which  \u^  wiw  to  oiwrute 
wore  to  be  parts  "possessed  and  InliidtittHl  by  Iieathen 
und  sikvitgi^  people;"  a  limitutioii  curufiilly  ivpnited  in 
every  cIhmhc.  It  has  been,  said  indt^od  that  this  limitar 
tion  was  futile  and  left  everything  open  to  di»put,t> ;  for 
what  was  '*  ptisaesHJon  "  ?  how  far  did  the  rigiits  uf  **  oc- 
cupancy "  extt^nd  'f  And  it  is  trne  that  in  order  to  an- 
swer that  (piestion  s:Ui»fucturily  and  cuiiiptetely  fur  all 
cases,  it  would  havu  been  neoessiiry  lu  obtain  the  opinion 
and  consent  of  all  civilized  nations.  It  is  true  also  that 
a  ease  might  easily  have  oronrriMt  in  lite  execution  of  this 
very  commission  which  would  have  l^'ft  room  for  a  quar* 
I'el  between  England  and  Spain.  If  Ralegh  had  found  a 
valuable  mine  in  some  region  :it  a  distance  from  all  Span- 
iards, and  if  the  Spaniards  had  ehtimed  it  as  their  prop- 
erty in  virtue  of  some  distant  settlement  of  theirs  on  the 
same  cojist^  it  wnnM  have  furnishe<l  oc<!asion  for  a  fair 
diplomatic  dispute,  which  the  two  nations  would  have 
had  to  settle  as  other  disputes  between  nations  are  set- 
tled. In  such  a  ciisw  the  government  could  have  had  no 
quarrel  with  Kalcgh.  Itut  aU  caaps  are  not  of  this  di»- 
putjdile  kind.  Wtiatever  ditlicnity  there  may  be  in  de- 
ciding whether  three  which  lie  near  the  limit  art*  within 
or  without}  there  are  Sfjuie  which  lie  so  fur  within  that 
they  leave  no  room  for  dispute  at  all.  A  place,  for  in- 
atanco,  whidi  cjinnot  Im*  oonvoniontly  reached  or  sjifely 
oocupie<l  without  taking  military  possession  of  a  town 
built  and  inhabited  by  people  professing  Christianity, — 
is  it  or  is  it  not  a  placu  *'  possessttd  and  inhabited  by 
heathen  and  aav;(go  i>eople"?     There  could  be  nodiili- 
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oulty  in  aiiswuring  thiit  qm^tion,  at  any  rate.  If  Kalegli 
himself  had  hcen  luiUvil  iH^fow  he  went  (Hit  —  and  aski'd 
in  a  way  whirh  obliged  him  tn  gi\*e  a  surinus  answer  — 
what  he  would  do  if  when  he  t^iniu  to  the  mine  hii  found 
Spanish  aettlenient  pri*paretl  tu  n-aist  him,  what  an- 
fevcT  couJd  ht)  have  given?  Ho  mnat  have  aa id  that  he 
wonld  endeavor  to  I  urn  his  voyago  to  som<i  <»th(»r  account ; 
to  find  a  niint^  plscwherc,  t^i  pxph>ro  some  other  cuast,  or 
trade  with  the  nativcR  fur  8om»  other  comnnMlity,  He 
conld  not  have  said  thivt  he  wonld  land  in  Bptte  of  the 
Spaniards  :  for  that  was  the  very  thing  whieli  the  ternifl 
of  his  commiasion  diatinetly  exeUided.  And  tt  is  possi- 
ble that  Botne  suirh  questions  verf  put  to  him  before  he 
went.  We  leurn  incidentidly  from  one  of  Ihtcon's  a|xiph- 
thegrns  tlnit  soon  after  lie  became  Lord  Keeper  (whieh 
wotdd  i>e  HJiortly  before  Ralegli  sailed),  In^  had  a  long 
eonvt'i-»ation  with  him  in  Gray's  Inn  walks.  We  are  nut 
told  what  the  snbji*ct  was,  but  it  must  have  been  inter- 
TOting,  and  was  probably  imporlaut,  for  it  was  then  that 
he  kept  the  Iviul  of  Kxeter  so  long  waiting  up^tairn. 
And  it  may  have  bc*en  on  that  occ;iaiun  that,  the  passage 
oecuiTed  which  was  related  to  Sir  Tlmmas  Wilson  long 
after  liy  Ralegh  himself. 

"  Rcifon'  he  tvciil,  }iiiviti^  i'oiilVr<Mifie  with  some  prcit  Lords 
liis  frirMids.  who  (ulil  biru  ihul  lliry  douhted  fie  woiilil  Ite  prixin^s 
if  be  could  do  it  hstidRonndy.  '  Yni/  Kaith  he,  'if  I  cini  li^hl 
rifcht  on  the  Plate  tleet  you  will  think  I  were  mnd  if  X  should 
rvfuM  \u*  To  whom  they  answering,  *  Why  then  you  will  be  a 
piralej'  'Tuah,'  i|iioih  be,  'my  I-urd,  did  you  ever  hear  of  any 
that  wjw  counted  a  pirate  frir  liking  utilliotm?  Tliuy  iir>i  [loor 
inychen*  ilint  are  allied  iu  ipiostion  for  pint^-y,  ihnt  are  not  aWe 
to  make  llieir  pejice  with  that  they  get.  If  I  cnu  catch  the  fleet, 
I  can  ;;)ve  ihtH  nmn  tru  tlinuBJUid  and  that  man  Um  llioufuinil, and 
60o  thoiisiuiil  to  the  King,  and  yet  keep  enough  for  myself  and 
all  my  company ."* 

This  of  course  mnst  be  supposed  to  havo  been  spoken 
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in  jeftt,  —  ft  playful  tli version  of  nn  inconve»u>nt  qu^tion. 
But  ilie  apprehension  that  Home  Bnch  Hltornative  in  case 
of  failure  did  <Mit^*i-  into  Ills  contoniplation  waa  sciious, 
ami  wiia  not  cunfiiifd  to  Bacon.  It  is  plain  that  Chain- 
Ix'rlaiu  (whose  intimacy  with  Winwood  gives  more  than 
nsual  importance  to  his  inipruasion  in  this  matter)  had 
no  faith  in  tla^  sincerity  of  the  enteiprise.  On  the  29th 
of  Maroh,  1017,  —  tlie  day  on  which  Rnlogh  fUiiled  from 
Dover  for  Plymouth,  —  after  mentioning  some  ohstruc- 
tions  interp<xsed  or  apprehended,  and  that  the  Prince  vrna 
no  friend  to  the  expedition,  he  odds,  ^  God  knowa  there 
needs  no  such  great  working  to  overthrow  the  voyage ; 
for  aught  I  can  underetand,  I  fear  he  doth  but  go  (as 
children  are  wont  to  begin  their  tales)  to  seek  hia  for- 
tune." 

The  difficulticfl  were,  however,  overcome,  and  on  the 
12th  of  June  he  set  sail  with  his  squadron  from  Plym- 
outh. After  a  tedious  voyage  in  whieli  he  lost  sevend  of 
bis  principal  olTufrs  aiitl  many  of  his  men  by  sicknesH,  and 
nearly  died  himself,  he  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Caliana  on  the  14th  of  November.  There  he  rested  for 
a  few  weeks,  and  then  assembling  liis  fleet  at  the  '*  Tri- 
angle Islands**  proceeded  to  ^"embark  hts  men  in  Bve 
ship  for  Orenoque:  to  wit,  400  soldiers  and  sailors"  — 
with  victuals  *'  for  a  month  and  somewhat  more,"  Of  hia 
preparations  and  instructions  for  thb  expedition  we  have 
his  own  acconnt,  written  after  his  return  to  England,  but 
before  In*  knew  on  which  side  he  wnuM  be  c:illed  on  to 
defend  himself,  —  a  circumstance  which  does  not  dimin- 
ish its  value.  From  these  we  learn  the  nature  of  the 
enterprise  as  he  understooti  it  when  he  reachetl  the  scene 
of  action.  It  was  easy  when  in  England  to  say  that 
there  were  no  Spaniards  anywhere  near  the  mine ;  but 
before  he  ventured  on  a  lamling  it  was  necessary  to  as- 
certain the  fact.  Accordingly,  his  first  inquiry  st»ems  to 
have  been  as  to  the  forces  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  Ori- 
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nooo.  The  luiswer  he  received  was  tlint  «  pvat  number 
of  soldiers  lnul  hcon  fteiil  thilluv,  and  \\\v  firat  instruction 
he  giivo  Ut  the  companies  who  \vt?re  to  go  was  "to  8t;iy 
a  day  or  two  iu  the  Sbuiinamo  to  get  pilots/'  etc.,  And 
"'  by  Uiti  IndiHiiH  of  that  place  to  uiidui'stand  the  statu  of 
tht'  Spiinianls  in  nrieiuxpio,  nml  whether  they  had  re- 
planted or  stivugthened  themselves  upon  the  entrance  or 
eUewhere." 

It  is  clear  therefore  upon  his  own  showing  that,  if  not 
at  the  mine,  at  least  on  the  way  to  it,  he  apprehended 
enoonntera  with  Spaniui-ds.  Knt  this  might  be  only  at 
tike  mouth  of  llie  rivur  ur  uu  the  coimt.  His  cave  might 
be  oidy  to  ptis»  the^e  by,  on  his  way  to  a  region  whei-o 
there  wen*  niniu  btit  savages.  And  the  plan  which  wns 
firtt  proposed  sei-ms  to  be  in  acconlaneo  witli  tUia  view  of 
the  case.  For  the  expedition  eonnisting  nf  six  corapitnies 
in  five  Hhips,  Keymis,  who  w;is  to  be  comnmndisr,  pro- 
posed to  go  forward  hiniseU  in  a  shallop  with  only  one 
oSicer  and  six  musketeers,  and  jmas  at  onee  to  the  mine, 
leaving  the  reat  beluw.  But  tliiu,  though  the  tirst,  wiifl  not 
the  firial  resolution.  IV^hcther  it  wilh  given  out  at  first 
only  for  appearance,  or  whether  it  wns  a  design  really 
intended  by  Keymia,  whieh  lie  would  have  been  rasli 
enough  to  execute,  Ualegli  took  good  cjire  to  countei"- 
mnnd  it  before  it  was  too  late.  After  the  enterprise  hud 
biH.»ii  resolved  upon  and  the  iiistruetioiis  given,  he  "  bei^ 
ter  bethinking  himself  and  misliking  Koymis's  deterini- 
niition,  gave  him  this  order  following.'^ 

"  Whereas  you  wero  resolved^  etc.,  1  do  uot  allow  of  that 
course,  because  you  cannot  l;iiid  so  secretly  bin  timi  some  of 
llie  Indians  from  the  river's  side  may  diflCAver  you«  who  giviug 
knowledge  of  your  parage  to  the  Spaniarfh^  you  may  be  oat  off 
before  you  ncovor  your  IkkiIs." 

So  there  were  .SpaniaixJ.i  to  be  expi'cted  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhuiid  of  the  mine,  iim  well  as  along  the 
river.  Nay,  thoro  wa8  jn-rh'jps  n  Spanish  town.  For  ho 
gix-s  on: — 
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"  I  do  tlierefare  lulviao  you  to  ^iifTer  Lite  cnptuiitfi  imr!  compa- 
nies of  (hu  Kn^lisli  U)  |)ii»«  up  tu  tlif  W03twikn1  of  tliu  inuuii- 
Ijuns,'  from  whence  ,VOii  have  Ims  ihiiii  thi-ec  rail*?«  lo  ihe  iniue, 
and  fo  lodge  utid  eiicump  1m'(w<-(*ii  the  Spftni'sA  Town  and  vou, 
if  tlwre  Iw  »ny  Town  near  it;  that  iM^itig  so  necured,  you  migbt 
makt*  trial  what  depth  iiiid  brradlh  the  mioo  holds  aud  whether 
it  nnswerctb  our  hopes." 

And  wliat  if  the  Spiiniiii\I  should  interfere  with  the 
opcnvtion  ? 

**  If  you  find  it  roynl,  and  Ihnt  the  Spnninrd  hegim  to  war 
upon  you,  thiiii  1^1  the  Sflrgwint  Major  ropol  thcrn  if  it  bo  In  hin 
{Miner,  uiid  drive  them  aR  fur  iitT  as  he  din.  Hut  if  you  Hnd  mit 
the  mine  to  be  so  rirh  as  may  persiindo  the  liohliitg  of  it,  and 
to  draw  oti  A  second  aupply.  tlieii  sh.'Ul  you  bring  but  a  basket 
or  two,"  etc 

Thefti?  oxtnicta  are  fi^in  Ralugh'a  own  inatructiona  to 
Koyniift  hvfore  the  voyiige  up  tlie  rtver  hiwl  hcijnn,  ivs  re- 
portod  by  hitnftelf.  Cnn  anybtKJy  niuintjiin  in  the  face  of 
them  that  he  thought  he  wiis  sending  his  men  Vy  a  pliico 
"poRSPsaed  and  iiihiihited  hy  heatliun  and  savage  people," 
whme  Uiori.>  was  no  danger  of  hurting  a  Spaniard?  If 
it  be  said  that  he  did  not  think  so  now^  heciuise  he  liad 
obtained  fi-esh  information  since  h«  arrived,  bat  he  did 
think  80  when  he  left  Etij^Iand,  and  it  wjis  now  too  lato 
t»  alttr  his  conrse ;  for  if  the  mine  he  had  come  for  proved 
to  be  in  a  conntry  posspsspd  and  intiabited  by  Spaniards, 

'  So  in  my  copy.  [Mrifl'jttuntofSir  \VftlUrK\U!i;h't  Hutoiy  nfthf.  Wartd. 
Afto  tame  ift^uiju  rm'/uu  tif  tlint  tmrtwd  Lnit/ti(  —  itiUituArd  hy  f'hllip  Itiiltigk, 
JKtr/.,  <mlif  yttindmn  to  Sir  M'ltllrr.  St\  t*tlitloii,.  17(13-)  ( Hlicr  copte»  rrftd  "to 
till*  wiH^wun]  uf  llie  iniiiitilaiti  nf  Ain." 

proni  (titft  am]  tuiiii;  uilitr  puMa^Rii  Mr.  fianlhior  {uxlly  infen  that  B«I«*gh 
fliipputcit  itu!  town  b)  lif  lii(;b(!r  up  ibe  Nlrviiiii  than  lUo  mine,  flnw  bn  arrivra 
at  die  cttriutuniun  UuL  he  ■iippowtl  tl  Im  Im<  ttsj'iii-  uji  a*  lli«  mrtutb  of  tlie  Conini 
I  iln  not  know.  Tlie  t)Ut;9linii  in  nut,  howuver,  of  iiii)wirtanr«:  fnr  wherercr  ho 
hvlii-vcd  the  cown  In  tw  II  L*  rlfarlliat  lii*  Itflicrcil  thu  mine  In  be  not  farolT.  So 
that  evi^n  if  he  ditl  riul  ktinMr  uf  tin*  rlian^F  uf  *it«,  it  iDakus  im  differviKv.  Uul 
Ihc  fact  #«pm<ii  Uf  tff  llinl  liv  Kuppukc*!  iliu  iiiiiio  lu  W  iiinny  lca>'uv#  Iwluw  llis 
mouth  of  llii^  Coroni,  and  ftupjN»<-d  ol-ti  that  a  town  had  l>cen  net  up  wilhln 
llir>^  ur  fuur  mile*  of  itj  only  h«  auppiiacil  Ih*  town  to  be  above,  —  not  bdow, 
A»  it  tumi'd  ouL 
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wUiit  wiis  lie  to  do?     The  answer  may  he  given  in  his 
own  wonU :  — 

'  On  itjtr  otiier  ruIu.  if  you  Hnd  lliat  any  grojkt  uiimber  nf 
il'lierK  be  &eiit  iaUt  t)i*ieut«iuo,  va  f/te  dustfjiu!  of  OolUana  told 
v$  tJint  fhtte  Wfrty  nnd  lliitt  the  pns?^ii^e8  be  fenceil,  so  llmt  with* 
nut  the  luaiilrcst  peril  of  my  M>ti,  yuurself,  und  ihu  utUer  cap- 
taiuB^yuu  cannot  pa»8  UiwhixU  tlio  mine,  lliei)  he  ioeU  ndtneed how 
you  land;  for  I  know  (u  lew  gentlemen  excojiU^H)  whuC  tt  Beiim 
of  ni«n  you  have,  utxl  I  would  uot  for  all  lite  world  receive  a 
blow  from  Llic  Spuninrds  to  the  dishouor  of  our  naUon.** 

If  be  found,  cr.iitrary  to  his  expectation,  that  the  ap- 
proaclips  to  lliw  luiiiu  were  so  posscsse*!  unci  inh;iljlt«d  by 
Spaniarda  that  it  could  not  be  reached  without  niaiiifeab 
peril  of  a  collision,  tlien  it  behoved  bini  io  hf  warif  how 
he  allowed  it  to  be  attempted.  That  which  might  be  done 
rather  than  receive  a  h\o\\  from  tho  Spaniards  to  tlir  dis- 
honor of  England,  might  be  dune  rather  than  infiicl  a 
blow  on  the  Spaniards  to  tho  dishonor  of  England. 

To  mo  it  seems  that  theau  instructions  lu  themselves 
make  tho  Oiise  us  iigainst  Ralegh  cotnpleto,  without  even 
inquiring  what  the  i*esult  of  the  ent*^rprise  w:i3.  They 
oonstitutein  themselves  a  trausgn*sdion  nf  his  commission 
and  a  violation  (tf  his  pledgo  in  \\a  main  feature.  His 
Cummisaton  limited  him  to  places  possessed  and  inhabited 
by  heath(*n  and  savsige  [leople  ;  ho  sent  his  men  to  a  plaeo 
which  he  knew  to  be  poHSessed  and  inhabited  by  Span- 
iards, lie  pledged  himself  not  to  hurt  any  subject  of  tho 
King  of  Spain  ;  he  aont  his  men  ap  the  rivor  with  in- 
Itriietions  tfi  Hght  any  Spanish  force  which  they  oould  bo 
ire  (if  defeating. 

That  he  shonhl  have  been  in  such  a  hnrry  to  prodaoe 
this  evidence  iigainwt  himself —  for  the  **  Ajwlogy  "  which 
contains  it  was  ^vritti-n  (^and  1  btdicve  preased  upon  thn 
King  s  notice)  during  hia  journey  to  Iwondon,  before  any 
charge  hud  been  made  against  him,  and  when  all  he  knew 
was  thai  he  waa  to  be  called  in  question  —  can  only  be 
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explaini'il,  T  think,  by  BUppc»sing  tliiit  ho  mistook  the  nat- 
ure of  the  charge  which  he  hiid  Ui  unswcr.  He  deems  to 
have  thouj^lit  that  the  olTrnse  of  which  he  ivits  to  be  ao- 
casi'd  wtu  only  his  fnihire  to  find  the  mine  ami  hriiig  hack 
gold;  and  the  ohjont  of  the  "Apolc^y"  w.is  to  show  tbit^ 
though  he  hiul  fuiled  in  this,  he  had  done  his  l>eBt  Co  Hut> 
ceed ;  that  the  mine  was  there,  and  many  other  mines, 
well  known,  easy  to  find,  and  nnworked  :  tliat  tlie  faiiure 
was  fntirely  due  to  Keymis,  who  was  dead  ;  that  as  the 
whole  country,  in  virtue  of  a  (Mission  from  the  (Tninninna 
to  Queen  Elizabeth,  belonged  to  the  King  of  Kngl:»nti, 
any  Sp;Lniard8  who  might  he  there  were  nsiir[>i<rt;,  wlioso 
towns  it  was  no  breach  of  tlie  peace  to  take  and  burn : 
that  *'Mf  we  hiul  hnJ  any  peaeu  with  the  Sp;uiiards  in 
those  parts  of  llie  world,"  they  hud  ihcniselves  hrnki-n  it 
long  before ;  and  that  if  in  this  cjise  tliere  were  auy  com- 
plaint of  aggi'ession,  it  sliould  come,  not  from  them,  bat 
from  him,  —  "who  landitig  his  men  in  territory  iippnp- 
taining  to  the  King  of  England,  they  wei*e  inv:idiul  and 
shtiu  before  any  violence  was  offered  to  any  of  the  Span- 
iards." 

Nt»w  that  the  offer  of  an  Indian  King  to  resign  his 
country  to  the  Queen  of  Enghmd,  on  condition  of  being 
protected  againat  the  Spuaiiurda,  —  an  ulTer  miule  to  !la- 
legh  twenty  years  befon?,  but  never  accepted  or  followed 
up  except  by  occasional  messages  from  himself  *'  to  keep 
thorn  in  hopes  of  being  relieved,"  —  that  the  tradition  of 
6uch  an  olTer  would  have  justilied  her  successors  in  treat- 
ing all  Spanish  settlers  aa  enemies  who  might  at  pleasure 
be  burned  out  of  house  and  home  without  proclamation, 
notice,  or  parley,  —  and  in  authorising  any  of  his  subjects 
t^  perform  tho  openvtion  for  him,  —  I  dare  say  Ralegh 
really  believed.  As  a  question  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, he  may  have  thought  that  James  had  a  right  to 
consider  himself  as  in  pobHe.s.siun,  and  to  act  uccttrdingly. 
But  he  was  n  stutesman  as  well  as  a  soldier  and  sailor; 
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mid  he  cannot  have  bvlievtMl  Unit  wh»rH  the  sovereignty 
of  a  territoi-y  Iiuh  not  Uen  [publiclv  m-cujitetl,  aaeunnfl, 
un<l  prfjclaimed,  it  m  lawful  for  h  jtnhjfrt  Ut  bike  tlto  inat^ 
ter  into  his  own  Imndij,  nnd  mfhout  Hitthortty  from  the 
governuient  to  invatlu  ut  (li»(u*etion,  kill  ull  oppoaem,  nnd 
chU  it  scIMfftTise.  I  cannot  think  tlierefore  that  tu  jus- 
tify himself  agiiiimt  thi»  ehar^  was  the  rt^al  object  of  hia 
**  Apolo^jy/*  Its  inatlecpuicy  is  too  glaring.  It  was  de- 
signetl,  I  think,  to  meet  u  ttuppf}sed  accusation  of  !i  cliiTor- 
ent  kind.  ]Ie  fancit'd  that  Im  re:tl  offense,  in  the  King^s 
eyes,  was  not  the  burning  of  thtj  town,  but  the  missing 
of  the  mine.  He  thought  that  if  he  had  biunght  Lho 
gold  the  King  would  not  have  quarrellid  with  him  about 
the  mean.H  eniplnyt^  to  gut  it;  and  it  was  to  his  sup- 
posed cupidity,  not  to  bis  sense  of  justice,  tliat  the  ai'gu- 
nieut  wiiR  rt^ally  addres»:fl.  'Hie  rcjisoning  whiclt  so  en- 
tirely fails  to  juHtify  hia  own  trauifgression,  as  agiiinst  the 
King,  is  more  l^>  tlie  purpose  \vln>n  applied  to  justify  the 
King  us  aguiuat  Spain  in  ttceking  tin*  Mame  end  by  siniitar 
means.  Italcgh  wished  to  make  him  untlerstand,  before 
he  committed  hirust^If  to  any  public  action  in  the  mat- 
ter, what  trt^iLSures  liiy  within  bis  reach,  how  lawfully  he 
light  take  them,  and  (if  he  would  but  grant  the  neces- 
authority)  huw  easily.  As  an  encouragement  to  him 
embraeu  the  enterprisif  nn  tiis  own  acctjuut  iustead  of 
punishing  it,  ami  lo  make  it  a  ground  of  quarrel  with 
Spain  insteml  of  m^knowlrdging  it  as  nn  injury  i*oquiring 
redress,  it  was  a  skillful  composition.  But  it  wiv»  butit 
upon  a  miKtaUe  ;  a  mistake  as  to  the  King's  ohiU*a<:ter, 
which  Kalegh  bad  not  bad  good  opportunities  of  study- 
ing. Kor  my  own  part  I  do  not  belii'Vf  that  any  quantity 
of  gold  would  have  reconciled  Jhiui*8  to  the  de»tniction 
of  that  town  under  those  circumstances.  He  had  a  high 
ruspect  fora  King's  pi*uniise,  and  bo  hjvd  pledged  liis  word 
to  a  brotlier  King  that  no  such  thing  should  bapi>en.  He 
luid  m  sense  of  natural  justict^  and  could  see  (what  does 
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not  seoin  to  have  (wciirred  to  Ralegli)  (hat  the  dt'struction 
of  H  town  full  of  jK'0])lf  who  h:td  iiulividiiaUy  caininilted 
no  offens*!  was  agiiintit  natural  jiistitM'.  He  Imd  carefully 
considereil  tlie  tertns  of  the  oommiMion,  with  a  view  t(» 
proviili*  :igaiii&t  tbo  puHsibility  of  its  InMrig  jlntseil  in  this 
vci*y  way ;  and  tbi*:  jirovislous  hud  liet-n  nfl  at  nought. 
Tli«HK  were  the  acta  which  roquired  iipnlogy.  Tlie  failuni 
of  the  search  for  the  mtn<^  was  only  thf  misfitrtune  of  th« 
ndventurera,  and  of  small  conctTn  to  the  King,  who  had 
1>ui1t  no  extriivagunt  hopra  upon  it.  Fur  these  aot«,  1iow- 
ever,  Ruli'gb  unforttniutcly  had  no  valiil  apohtgy  to  offer. 
Had  hu  bt'i'ii  able  to  say  that  tlie  Bearch  failed  biM»iuse> 
iiiuling  when  he  arrived  at  the  phice  that  there  was  a 
Spanish  settlement  in  tho  neighborhoo<l,  he  could  not  pur- 
BUL*  it  without  transgreesing  his  commiiisiun  and  breaking 
liis  pledge,  he  would  perhaps  have  forfeited  his  popular- 
ity, but  he  would  certainly  have  kept  hia  head.  No  fault 
would  have  been  found  with  him  by  the  King.  Spain 
would  have  had  nothing  to  complain  of.  But  this  he 
eotddnotdo.  Before  his  men  reached  the  supposed  place 
t)f  the  mhie  they  came  upon  a  Spanish  town  or  vilhige. 
The  soldiers  landed;  fonnd  themselves  in  tho  neighbor- 
liood  of  an  armed  f«irce;  attacke*!  or  were  attacked  (for 
nceountji  differ  as  to  the  first  blow  *)  ;  drove  the  SpaniardB 
back  upon  the  town  ;  which  waa  so  close  by,  that  ^Hhey 
were  rejidy  to  enter  it  ere  they  knew  where  they  were ;  " 
slew  the  capUiius  ;  and  being  shot  at  from  the  bouses,  set 
fire  to  the  next  buildings  and  so  drove  the  rlefcu<ler8  out. 
The  town  being  thus  iwiiupied.  a  search,  real  or  pretended 
(for  here  also  accounts  differ),  was  made  for  the  mine; 
whieh  Koymis,  the  only  man  who  knew  anything  abtnit 
it,  declared  to  be  within  eight  miles;  but  the  Spaniards 
were  in  the  woods,  and  so  far  in  tiefaeto  possession  of  the 
country  tliat  it  wiw  fatal  to  advance.  And  so  after  a  few 
weeks  of  fruitless  work  they  gave  it  up ;  carried  away 
^  Koae  of  tUn  accvunts  mcntioa  any  ittciupt  at  a  ptticj. 
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wbntoTor  thoy  coold  find  in  the  town  worth  taking;  set 
fire  tu  thu  btiihiings  whicli  thuy  h:ul  not  burned  down  be- 
ioTe :  and  returut;d  ua  fjist  iia  tliey  could  to  tJie  fleet ; 
whifh  lifter  some  iibortive  prnjerls  for  itdeeuiing  their 
fortune  In  nonie  <»thi*r  action.  chiiii>  back  to  Eiiglaud  with- 
out doing  Hnylhiiig  mori;. 

It  vms  un  thv  l^lb  of  Mii>,  1018.  that  the  King  heard 
from  Ctipttiin  North  what  hud  liappenwl.  How  the  story 
W1L8  tohl  to  liim  w<^  do  not  osciuitly  know  ;  but  :ls  C:tpt:Lin 
North  hiul  b<*en  with  tho  rivoi-  party  all  tlie  wjiy,  the 
esAfrntial  ftvcla  —  the  luiiding  I'lose  to  u  Spanish  st-ttlii- 
ment,  the  tight,  the  occupation,  pillage,  and  burning  of 
n  Simntsh  town  ;  and  tlie  cause  of  their  retreat,  namely, 
tliut  tliey  could  not  dislodge  the  Spaniards  from  the 
woods  —  cannot  have  lKM*n  disgtiiscd.  The  solemn  a»- 
sunini'es  which  the  King  had  given  that  Spain  had  noth- 
ing to  fear  frouii  the  expedition  bad  been  bhaniefuUy  falsi- 
fied. There  could  be  no  doubt  of  that.  By  whom  it 
was  done,  and  on  wh;it  pretense,  wiis  yet  doubtful.  But 
tlio  word  of  Knghind  had  lM>eu  broken  :  and  there  is  no 
need  to  bring  Gondomav  on  the  scone  with  his  **  Pira- 
las,  Piratiis,  PirHtas,"  l^  acr<innt  fur  what  followed.  If 
a  comniiMsion  uudfi*  tltt>  great  seal  meant  anything,  it 
meant  that  the  powers  which  it  eonferred  were  to  be 
uswl  within  the  llniita  which  it  proscribed.  A  commia- 
fiion  had  been  given  to  certain  persons,  authorizing  them 
to  search  for  commodities  and  merchandises  in  any  port  of 
America  not  inhabited  by  suhjectsof  any  Christian  power. 
The  senreh  had  been  eoniineneed  in  a  part  of  America 
known  to  be  inhabited  by  subjef.'ts  of  Spain  ;  and  the  first 
liet  was  the  burning  and  pilhigt^  of  the  nearest  town. 
The  stoutest  historical  and  literary  anti-papist,  as  long 
as  he  can  keep  this  fact  in  his  mind,  will  hardly  maintain 
that  the  ftine  did  not  demand  -invfutigalion ;  and  if  so 
much  be  admitted,  it  will  l)e  imiiossible  to  object  to  the 
measure  wliich  was  first  taken.     On  the  11th  of  June  — 


300 


TIIK  KINO'S  PROCtAMATIOK 


[iUMK  VL 


not  80  soon  us  to  imply  nnv  very  procipiUto  Hction,  but 
aa  soon,  probably,  us  R:ilegh*a  ship  vfan  reported  wvfi*  in 
Plymouth  harbor — a  proclamation  canii'  forth,  "decrlar- 
ing  Ilia  Majesty's  pleiusure  ponrcriiing  Sir  Walter  Ra]i»gh 
and  those  who  adventured  with  him."  It  began  with  a 
recitation  of  tlie  conditions  of  the  enter])rise ;  than,  per- 
haps not  genei-ally  known  ;  now,  I  think,  aeMom  re- 
int' in  bored. 

**WIicrejw  wo  gave  license  to  Sir  Walter  Utilcgli,  KiiS  and 
ollicrs  our  suhjecU  with  liim  to  uudertake  a  voyugfi  to  the  cuan- 
try  of  GuiaiKi,  where  th^y  ppeteiide<l  great  liop^-B  uiid  proliabili- 
ties  to  miikn  dincovery  of  certJiin  guld  tninea,  for  rlie  lawful  en- 
ricliltig  ittemseJves  aud  these  our  Icmgdoms  ;  wherein  we  did 
by  expre!»  limitation  ftud  catitiuii  restrain  and  forbid  them  .uid 
every  of  thcin  from  atiempttu;;  tiny  act  of  hostiliry,  wrong,  or  vio- 
lence wlialsoovcr  upou  any  ol'  tht-  tcrriiohes,  staler,  or  6uhjccts 
of  auy  foreign  princes  with  wbum  wu  are  hi  amity,  .lad  more 
peculiarly  of  those  of  oar  dear  brother  the  King  of  Spain,  lu 
rvepecl  uf  Ui^  dominiontf  iind  interests  in  the  continfnt: 

'*  AU  wliidi  nulwithsLuudiug,  we  aru  since  iuforuaid  by  a  com- 
mon fame  that  ibe^v  or  bouie  of  tbooi  havo  by  an  liostile  invasion 
of  the  town  of  St.  Thome,  l>eitig  under  the  ubedtence  of  our 
eaid  dear  bi-othur  thn  King  of  Sjiain,  auti  by  kilhng  ot  divers  of 
the  iiilmbltants  thereof  his  subjects,  and  af^er  by  sarking  and 
bumiiig  of  the  said  town,  as  much  as  in  thorn  for  liieir  own 
port  lay,  maliciously  broken  and  infringed  (he  peace  and  amity 
whtoh  Imth  l>i*eu  so  happily  established  and  so  long  inviolably 
COhlinued  between  us  and  the  subjects  of  both  our  crowns; 

"  Wi^  have!  tliert!fore  held  it  fit,  as  appertaining  nearly  lo  our 
royal  justice  and  honor,  efLsuons  to  make  u  public  doclaraiion  of 
our  own  utfjer  mis)  ike  and  detestation  of  the  said  insolencieA 
and  ejccesses  (if  auy  sucli  have  been  by  any  of  oar  subjccU 
committed),  and  for  the  better  detfctioo  and  clearin;*  of  the  very 
truth  of  the  said  common  fame,  we  do  hereby  stmitly  charge 
and  require  :dl  our  subjecLt  whutJioever  ihaL  have  auy  particular 
understJtnding  and  uolici!  tlier-euf.  upuu  ibeir  duty  and  :tlt<?giaDco 
wliitth  thry  owe  ut*.  inimt^liatelv  after  publication  of  this  oor 
plruinne  to  repair  nnro  some  of  our  Privy  Council  and  lo  dis. 
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oovfir  uud  make  ktiowu  uoto  Uiem  their  wholo  knowJctlge  and 
tuider»taiittinjf  cnitccniin;>  rlic  ttnnie,  uinlcr  jjAiii  of  our  high  din- 
pleji&ure  aiid  iiuiignatiou*  that  wu  may  ihereupou  prucet;d  ixi  our 
princely  justice  (o  the  exemplury  punishment  and  ooercioa  of 
all  sach  m  shall  be  convicted  of  ao  ttcnudalous  and  cuormoud 

A  manuai^ript  copy  of  tbia  Proclaiiiatiou  lu  tliii  Record 
OtBci*  ia  dntvd  9th  of  Juno.  But  tho  date  givon  by  Uy- 
mer,  wliiuh  1  supptjse  to  bu  that  of  publicilion,  is  the 
lull ;  a  date  L-oiiicidiiig  so  ncuily  with  the  uews  of  Ra- 
legh's urrivul  in  England,  as  to  auggoat  a  conneotion  U> 
twp«m  the  two.  The  oxact  day  indi.'cd  when  the  DcBtiny 
anchored  in  Flyoiouth  hurboi*  does  not  seem  to  be  known. 
I5»t  we  know  that  ahe  had  been  arrested  by  order  of  tbe 
Vice-AdniiiTil  of  Devon  brfore  he  received  urdera  from 
the  Lord  High  Admiral  to  apprehend  Riilegh  himHelf, 
which  was  r>n  thL-  VJth  of  Jtinr  ;  and  I  suppoae  it  had 
bi'en  thought  prudent  to  keep  tho  proclamation  back  till 
bis  arrival,  lest  it  should  supply  him  with  au  additional 
motive  for  seeking  a  foreign  port.  What  effect  it  had 
upon  him  when  he  first  heard  of  it,  wo  are  not  informed. 
Our  iuformation,  such  as  it  is,  comics  from  Captain  King, 
as  quoted  by  ( Mdys,  IJut  if  Captain  King's  story  and 
Sir  Lewis  Stucley's  dales  «ire  l>oth  correet,  he  can  have 
lost  no  time  in  leaving  IMymouth.  For  StueJey,  going  it 
BoemB  in  haste,  for  he  hjid  at  first  nnly  a  verbal  cnmmis- 
sioUf  —  setting  out  tin*  day  afU*r  the  duttf  of  tlie  Proeta- 
mation.and  travelling  probtibly  aboat  as  fast, — met  him 
(rterording  to  Cuj)tain  King)  at  Ashburton  :  twelve  niiles 
to  the  northeast  of  Tly mouth:  on  his  way — whitlier? 
Perhnps  (o  Ltmdon,  to  report  himself.  That  no  doubt 
would  havL'  been  tho  right  (hiug  fur  hini  to  do.  Porlmtu 
to  some  other  port.  Who  can  say  ?  The  question  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  askeil.  Stucley  told  him  ^^  luit  his 
orders  were,  but  though  he  had  como  in  haste  ho  ap- 
peared to  be  in  no  hurry  :  and  having  to  look  after  tho 
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DfMin^  und  her  coiitcuU  (for  un  nccouut  of  which  to  the 
Crowu  he  was,  I  suppos*?,  hy  his  otfiec  responsible),  he 
b^Rn  by  lukiug  Ruh'gh  buck  with  htm  Lo  Plymouth. 
Ralc^fa,  we  must  suppose,  &eemod  quite  willing  to  attend 
him  ;  for  verj*  little  constraint  wiis  put  upon  him  for  sev- 
eriil  days.  Hut  the  arrest  was  a  wurniug  that  ho  woutd 
bo  called  upon  to  answer  for  his  part  in  the  oondue.t  nf 
the  euterpriae ;  and  wliat^^ver  may  have  been  his  iiit^'U- 
tiou  in  going  to  Ashburton,  tliort?  is  no  doubt  that  from 
the  time  when  lie  returned  to  Plymouth  he  meant  to 
escape  out  of  Kngland  if  he  could.  I  need  not  describe 
here  the  me^isures  wliicli  he  took  for  this  purpose.  It 
■will  be  enough  for  the  present  to  eay  that  he  had  re- 
mained f(U'  above  a  raofith  at  Plyni'tuth  in  Stticley's  cus- 
tody, who  was  busy  al>out  otliL-r  things ;  when  at  last, 
«pon  a  peremptory  message  from  the  Councih  dated  25 
July,  rwiuiring  that  ho  should  be  brought  without  fur- 
ther delay,  he  began  hia  journey  to  Loudon  :  tliat  he  ar- 
rived at  Salisbury  im  the  27th  :  that  while  there  he  con- 
trived to  nudce  himat-lf  hxtk  bh  ill,  tlwt  Sir  Jolin  Digby 
(who  was  with  the  Court,  wliieh  arrived  at  Salisbury  iu 
''  progress  "  on  the  Ist  of  August)  obtiiincd  leave  for  him 
to  go  to  his  own  house  for  a  few  days  on  his  arrival  in 
London :  that  he  used  the  oi>portuuity  for  another  at- 
tempt to  escape  J  but  being  detected,  outwitted,  aud  in- 
tercepted by  Stucley  (whose  coimivance  and  help  he  had 
endeavored  to  secure  by  a  bribe),  was  on  the  Ittli  (>f  Au- 
gust lodged  in  the  Tower:  and  that  it  was  during  this 
journey  from  Plymouth  that  he  wrote  his  "  Apology." 

'J'hc;  Conncillora  appointed  to  ejcamine  and  report  upon 
the  case  were  Ablwt,  Ducon,  Worcester,  Cassar,  Naunton, 
and  Coke.  Bacon  came  up  from  Gorhamburj*  on  the 
17th  of  August ;  on  which  day  the  first  of  many  meet- 
ings was  held.  But  tlie  history  of  their  proceedings  (of 
which  our  knowledge  is  at  bust  imperfect  and  fragmen- 
tary) has  had  great  darkness  thrown  upon  it  by  on  un- 
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lucky  oversight  in  a  work  genemlly  o£  high  authority.  Id 
the  "Crtnitlen  Miscellany  "  for  1864  a  pH|>er  apjn»:tr8  with 
thU  heading  :  **  I'row'etlings  of  tlu*  Privy  Council  against 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh:  Aug.  17,  1618."  It  \»  a  m»te  of 
Sir  Julius  Cipsar's,  to  which  attention  was  first  drawn,  I 
believe,  by  Mr.  Jardine,  in  the  '*  Library  of  Entertaining 
Ktiowledge,"  and  vrtfW  worth  publishing.  But  it  belongs 
to  u  much  later  date,  —  nine  weeks  later,  at  loost.  It  is 
true  that  at  the  top  of  one  of  the  notumns  of  the  manu- 
script—  not  the  Jint  column,  however,  but  the  Uwt, — 
the  date  ^*  17  Aug.,  1618  "  had  been  written  ;  and  below 

the  words  '*  S'  Walter  Ralegh,  Kn^"  But  the  tran- 
riber  failed  to  observe  that  both  date  and  words  had 
been  afterwards  carefully  crossed  out,  and  were  evidently 
meant  for  another  occasion.  Sir  Julias  had  no  doubt 
prepared  the  shoet  for  the  meeting  of  17  August  (the 
business  of  which  was  the  examination  of  Ralegh,  not  the 
proceedings  against  him)  ;  but  he  had  not  niied  it.  An- 
other day.  finding  this  paper  blank  (all  but  the  heading) 
be  turned  the  unwritten  side  uppermost,  and  iillofl  column 
after  column  with  hia  notes,  till  he  came  to  what  wiia 
now  the  last ;  whnro  eucountt?ring  the  old  heading,  he 
simply  croasL'd  it  out  and  wrote  on.  It  is  plaiidy  no  part 
of  the  paper  in  question,  and  can  only  be  admitted  as  ovi- 
dcJU't!  in  confirmation  of  what  wo  know  otherwist;  —  that 
on  tho  17tli  (»f  August  Uie  caae  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
and  probably  Sir  Walter  himself,  was  to  come  before  the 
Couimi8sI<iui.T8. 

Of  their  further  prtjceedings  we  have  no  formwl  record : 
but  all  the  inrident^d  notices  which  have  come  down  to 
us  seem  to  nhow  that  they  went  about  their  work  iii  tho 
regulnr  way.  The  first  thing  was  to  hear  wliat  Kalegh 
liimiM.'lf  Inul  to  say.  The  piiinta  on  which  ho  was  to  bo 
questioned  were  set  out  in  articles  drawn  up  either  by 
the  King  or  under  his  direction  or  with  his  concurnmce, 
ftiid  thi^  Ctimmifwionenj  repaired  to  tho  Tower  fmm  time 
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to  time  to  examine  him.  We  learn  by  a  Itatter  from  0116 
of  Carleton's  correspondents  tbut  on  tlie4t1)  of  September 
lie  WU5  cxumliiod  for  tbe  tbird  timu  *'upon  articles  sent 
from  tbe  Iving,  Eacb  of  these  examinations  would  no 
doabt  suggest  questions  to  be  pat  to  other  witnesaes ;  and 
115  there  were  n^asons  for  8H8[>ectiug  hira  of  many  under- 
hand practices,  whicli  tbe  King  thought  it  important  to 
unravelt  as  bearing  upon  thu  loyalty  both  of  servants  and 
allies,  it  is  not  surprising  that  tlip.  investigation  lasteil 
long.  Besides  the  formal  examinations  taken  by  tbe 
Commissionera«  of  which  a  few  have  fortunately  been  pre- 
served,* —  though  I  think  only  by  coIU^i^tors  for  the  sake 
of  the  signatures;  for  I  do  not  find  that  their  historicyd 
importance  has  bt^tni  perceived  by  any  of  those  who  Iiave 
seen  them  —  an  endeavor  was  made  to  come  at  the  truth 
any  way.  A  keeper  was  appointed  to  attend  Ralegh  in 
the  Tower  with  instructions  to  observe  all  that  be  said 
and  did,  and  acquaint  the  CommUsioners  with  anything 
that  occurred  worth  rejxjrting.  Sir  Thomiis  Wilson  was 
appointed  to  this  office  on  the  10th  of  September,'  and 

'  S««  cepooifllly  iho  fcxkmiiiniions  uf  WiHUm  Herlwri,  i:.<i|.,  Capiiiin  llof^er 
Nortb,  and  I'afitatn  John  C'lttnllei^^b.  takrii  uu  llii>  17ili  ot  iH*|i)ernti4^r,  ufion 
tbF»n  qiipMlnnp  following;  whifh  ■'bfiw  unmiAtiikAbly  what  Ihc  ji^int*  wert 
which  tho  Uorfrnmcnt  Ihoiiplu  if  o(  nio-l  inittortmtce  to  BM^nnin.  afrer  ■ 
Diunlli'ii  iav<<«ii(;itton.  ).  Whothrr  Sir  W.  Kalo{;h  did  rrally  intrnd  m  tn<n(>, 
or  tliil  |irvrtfiii|  ii  <>nli'  lo  tibuM:  tbn  Statti  nnd  dntir  fnlluwcrK.  fi.  Whether  8ir 
W.  K.  aii|K'srL'(l  lu  tlic  cxamiiiatv  lo  liave  rurmtrr  knowIeJ);c  tliat  the  conntr^*  nf 
Guiaim  wlierv  Dk*  iniiic  wait  whs  ttthnbitvd  by  t  lie  Hiuiriinnls.  3.  Wbctberihi 
avault  on  tlw  town  uf  St.  Tliotnc  wis  aiiv  wny»  OirtKtKil  anil  avowml  by  Sir  W. 
H.  or  wlielher  iliiw)  (li»l  were  «citt  f(ir  the  dij'tovery  of  thti  minr.  diJ  iioi  ind- 
UcDlly  ostail  ibu  »«iiie.  4.  ^^1lvtltcr  the  exaiuJiiatu  kitowetli  lliut  SHr  W.  K. 
hatl  or  es[tci>trd  an/  conimtwion  ur  aid  (rum  Fraiicn,  and  wbodter  tic  had  not 
lutne  intention  lof^n  into  Trance  after  thit  dissolrtng'  nf  hi»  vo^ii^,  and  wbat 
abuuld  l*c  hi>  «ni|iloyuiL-iit  thvre. 

^  Llii  tD^truvtiun*  weru  "  lo  ki>t<p  him  utfo  nnd  cIpkb  prioiMicr  in  lh«  contlitinH 
■a  he  wa*  committed,  not  tull>riii((  uny  perwin  to  havtt  an-rM  lt>  bim  or  (o  bava 
npcech  with  bitii  except  in  yuur  hruHn};,  uur  any  at  all  ItuL  oiirh  an  at  aocvKsUy 
mupl  atltriid  hint  for  hi«  diet  aud  xtitli  urdlnnry  occa>i»ii»  u  cmimt  |iri?*inrr»  um- 
ally  Uavc,  and  btil  otherwise.  And  whatwKi'cr  you  •liall  ob«i:rvu  wuttby  of  our 
advitniKMnotit  tti  nconninl  lu  wttli  U  (rum  liiue  to  time  a»  bvuuaielb  yoo-"  —  8. 
/*.  />.#in.,  vol.  xvix.,  No.  T. 

Of  ilui  mt-u'i  lii>triry  o(  Sir  Thomas  Wilwn'A  i>mpluym<!Ol  ai  ejipoimded  bjr 
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ly^ntinoed  lU  tbe  execulioD  of  it  till  the  15th  of  October; 
when  he  was  rt^luanet]  upon  bis  own  representiitiun  (iniule 
ton  days  Wore)  that  tliero  wjus  no  chance  o(  learning 
AoytUiug  ntore.  The  preUmmary  inveetigation  being 
ihtrreforo  nuw  complete,  thu  queation  was  how  to  proceed. 
MauypoinU  rt^mained  obBciire.  But  thotfn  which  wore 
doubtful,  and  about  which  90  much  time  IniU  buun  spent, 
wore  of  smivll  consoquenrre  compared  witli  thas<?  about 
which  DO  d'>uljL  could  bt?.  Wlicther  Ilah'gh  bolicvcd  in 
the  existence  of  tbe  mine  which  was  the  profossed  ob- 
ject of  the  voyage ;  wliether  he  hud  tioyotiaf nl  with  the 
French  for  assistance  or  for  an  afiylum  ;  whother  It**  would 
tmvo  loft  tbe  river  party  to  their  fate,  if  his  oHicorR  hud 
(^onsenliHi ;  whether  he  would  have  betaken  himself  tn 
pinkcy,  if  his  men  had  been  willing;  what  devices  he  em- 
ployed or  meditated  for  elTeoting  hia  ejtcape ;  and  wliat 

Mr.  Sl  Jobn  in  his  life  of  Halrgh  (rol-  ii-,  p-  fiUT)  —a  uppralntion  worthy  of  a 
place  ill  iho  Grwit  Ov'-r  of  Poiwinini*  —  J  Ahull  odIt  bav  ihnt  ttio  bonk  nmrt  not 
be  jmUfd  tiy  that  jprrlnmn.  Mr.  St.  John  [»  nt  all  timon  pronr  to  ii*«miip  that 
(1  man  whu  dtffcm  with  nnoltier  mtrmU  t't  kill  him,  nnti  whrn  ono  whom  hr  fii- 
vunt  dUr*,  Ut  re<l(iiT>'^^  tm  nlhm'  cvidcnrv,  Ijrvoixl  ihn  (act  ihat  tbtTO  vrm*  a  ilitfer- 
eDC«,  to  ifidirnto  uiiJ  cimvict  tiix  iniinlrrir.  Ami  luiw  »liy  he  i*  ut  cxliiliiling 
11h*  fori*  upnn  wliicli  his  vuiicIaHidCir  Tvfl  may  Im  «e«ii  iti  tii*  trvntm(!itt  ■»(  the 
WtnrhMtvr  triitl;  tlip  i^nticv  (mtititu  uf  which  i»  ilc^patehod  tii  nlKitit  thirty 
(inr--  ir- ...  »>Ni(-h  (ifxcupt  rh*  (fpiirral  tiratli  of  the  Iniliolinent)  notliloK  viliat- 
♦t.  Iiunil  or  j*ui?a»cd  0*  to  the  pftrlicuUr*.  cither  of  th«  chdr^ic  or  ihc 

•T(i[  '■'.,  aafwar.     lliit  where  he  do**  dtf-^'.'i.'l  In  iurtr,  and  rviicrt*  \ht:m 

tt{Min  •viilf'iirw  which  he  b»»  pcrwnalljr  CXamtoiMl,  he  uva'raDyJftc*  IwMur.  Jo 
thi*  RSM*  br  B|ii)nur«  to  liave  r«Iic<l  upon  "  a  colfvctinn  of  ■|rifiiitii<nt>t "  placM  at 
hU  HifpoMl  hy  n  <Ii>t)D(^l«li«d  literary  artUt,  who  hail  mniV  it  U*r  hU  nwii  piir> 
piiBH.     (Sau  i'rcfart^  p.  tx.)     II  it  WOB  A  Collcrtiott  of  e>y>i'<«,  it  wuillt)  n(  «oar«C 

havu  jui  uwii  valuf,  whatercr  mm:-  It  wot  <Ji>*if;ri'ut  for.  mikI  Mr.  .St.  Jolrii  would 
Im>  amwerabl*  lor  tii*  Infercncp*.  Hat  vtrr  t\i>*y  i;iipln>iiV  Wrr^  tliey  iixt 
lathiT  iiule«  »m\  •ketcti***  —  pa***);?!'  of  htilory  "  ii»Ih?«-(tiil  "  liy  ibi«  wrlt«r  fruui 
Mhathehad  lern  or  heard  uf  iho  d<M  iiin«>nt%'/  Willi  iiolhiii;:  i>»(or«  bim  tiut 
tliocotilcol*  of  Iho  ■:orrr*piindi*nce  a^  liulicalpd  in  tho  t'a)«itctAr,  a  iubji  vt  buhl 
loiafflnalion  Uiat  way  iiiolitir<1  inii;ht  poitihiy  ltit«l  tmri**  tn  ii  nf  a  «<crot  pnr- 
pQM  to  get  rill  of  I(nlrt;li  'ly  ii-.-nuinHli(>D.  Ilul  I  Ihiitk  no  ktriuit;th  nf  iniafft- 
natlon  ivultl  mnko  «iiy  mno  (miry  •mli  a  ihinu  who  liail  n-ud  tlio  nimapund- 
aiic«  itwlf.    Mr   "    '   '  iiavti  ailiipbnl  lliti  alt  I"  s*  wi>U  mm  Uiv 

Mesa  of  hit  >''■  '■-     It    i"  tint  a  •l,t  la  which  two  tn«>ii 

vorliiiii;  lDd'<|>'  1  'i -     •".         ■ >o(1  IbintKh  it  I'Ttip*  up  ham  und  tbcTK  In 

nlhrr  part*  xftii- Inxili,  it  ■Irnuta  fiw  a*   not  lu  Ilia  own  Halund  munuvr,  ivh>cli 

l«*  far  an  ^iiie  IV^rat  la  {>iuh). 
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ho  said  about  the  King,  —  these  are  questions  which  do 
not  much  concern  the  main  i»oiiit.  WhatuvLT  he  would 
have  clone,  ht*  did  iu  f:io(.  stay  for  tliv  return  of  thu  rivor 
party;  and  he  did  not  oitmimt  or  »incti<m  any  act  of 
piracy  except  the  taking  of  the  town  beside  the  mine. 
For  a  man  in  his  [Kisition  to  try  to  escape  cannot  be 
called  a  crime ;  and  if  he  ctjuld  not  manage  it  withoat 
resorting  to  false  pretense's,  to  visit  him  witli  severe  cen- 
sure on  that  account  would  be  to  judge  hini  by  a  higher 
standard  of  momls  than  he  ever  jirofesscd  or  his  givuti'-st 
admirera  ever  gave  biin  credit  for.  If  as  soon  us  he  wiis 
safe  from  pursuit  he  had  tiansferred  himself  to  a  French 
ship.  leaving  his  squadron  to  the  second  in  comnumd  to 
choose  its  oom*»e  and  seek  its  fortunes,  few  people  would 
have  thought  the  worse  of  liini.  It  would  huve  been 
an  act  of  *^ contempt,'^  and  jnstiBed  closer  restraint  and 
greater  severity  iu  case  of  recapture:  but  no  one  would 
have  called  it  a  crime  far  a  man  in  his  case  to  deceive 
and  outwit  the  King  in  a  j>lot  for  the  recovery  of  his  own 
liberty,  so  long  as  the  means  employed  were  innocent  to- 
wards others.  But  where  a  man  may  be  excused  for 
breaking  a  window  tfl  escape  from  conlineinent,  he  can- 
not be  pardoned  for  conimining  a  murder  or  setting  a 
bouse  on  tire.  And  the  act  of  which  Ralegh  stood  con- 
Ticted  by  his  own  admission,  us  well  as  by  the  uncontra- 
dicted evidence  of  all  th<.'  witnesses,  included  the  roinmit- 
ting  of  many  murdei*8  ami  the  setting  on  fire  of  many 
houses ;  besides  a  distinct  breach  of  his  own  faith  pledged 
to  the  King,  involving  u  breach  of  the  faith  of  Knghmd, 
pledged  to  a  neighbor  with  whom  she  waa  nt  peace. 
Euglishnien  seem  to  find  a  difficulty  in  undexstandlng  the 
true  character  of  this  act.  R;ilegh  himseilf  cttuld  see  no 
more  harm  in  burning  a  town  than  in  carrying  nwny  u 
basketful  of  ore  out  of  an  unopened  mine.  If  llie  territo* 
ry  did  not  belong  of  right  to  the  King  (he  pleaded)  what 
right  had  he  Ui  take  the  gold?     If  it  did.  what  wrong 
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did  he  commit  in  barning  the  town?  Jariline  calls  the 
charges  "  frivf»loii(i  (p.  487),  vagne,  and  st^iisek^M  "  (_p. 
519)  ;  iiml  in  relalinj^  the  fact  (p.  481 )»  tliongh  he  rntL'ii- 
tiona  thti  sUirtiiisli.  and  that  the  Si>ani;irdB  were  driven 
from  St.  Thome,  forgets  to  mimtion  tho  burning  and  pil- 
lage whirh  fidlovrrd,  —  rcgurding  it  apparently  iis  an  im- 
mMt<»riftI  circnmBtance.  Kvt'u  Mr.  (iardinor,  who  fully 
nrknowledges  tiie  inii^uity  of  thti  wholu  proceeding,  does 
not  appour  to  consider  the  killing  and  burning  as  any  ag- 
gravation ;  for  he  can  see  no  diCference  between  tlie  guilt 
of  the  King  in  gmnting  the  Commiftaion  and  the  guilt  of 
those  who  made  that  ubb  of  ifc.  Yet  it  is  quite  eertuiu 
that  the  King  did  not  either  intend  or  anticipate  any  ag- 
grcasion  upon  Spaniar<la :  and  a  man  cannot  be  thought 
woraW// guilty  of  an  act  whinh  lie  neitlier  me->int  nor  fore- 
saw, however  lie  might  Iw  legally  answerable.  It  is  pos- 
ftible,  however,  by  a  very  simple  dnvice  to  bring  the  true 
chaiTicter  of  the  act  home  ta  any  Englishman.  Let  htm 
only  imiigine  an  Knglish  wttlement  treated  in  tho  same 
way  up<m  similar  pretenses  by  a  Spauijird.  He  will  8i*e 
at  onco  tiiat  it  is  a  crime  for  whieli  Hi>mebady  should  be 
punished,  and  he  will  probably  be  of  opinion  that  the 
person  who  should  be  punistied  is  the  person  by  whose 
authority  it  was  done. 

Now  Kalcgh,  though  he  miglit  possibly  have  snoceeded 
in  transferring  the  responsibility  to  somebody  else,  was 
undoubtedly  tho  person  responsible  in  the  first  instance; 
for  the  thing  was  dtme  under  Ids  inHtruciions.  "*  Tlie 
most  thou  canst  expect,"  said  the  King  to  Lord  Caifw, 
interee<Ung  in  his  behalf,  "  is  that  I  should  gi\*«  him  the 
hearing:  '*  "and  indeed  a  legal  hearing,"  adds  Ivorkin  in 
reporting  tho  dialogup,  "is  all  that  Sir  Walter's  wnll- 
wijdiers  dceiro  :  for  then  they  iimlcu  no  doubt  but  he  will 
make  his  caso  good  against  all  accusations  in  this  kind 
whatsoever/*  But  a  legjd  hearing  in  this  c;ise  involved 
a  great,  and  I  think  an   unexpected,  difUculty.     That 
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Ralegh's  lifu  waa  by  law  absolutely  at  the  King's  mercy, 
WHS  a  fact  clearly  undcrsUxHl  and  well  lemiMiibt^rvd.  It 
was  Uie  (iec'utity  iiiiUtM*  wliioU  hu  was  lit<td  to  kcfp  faith 
with  the  King;  and  it  waa  tliought  tlmt  it  wouUl  kticp 
bina  true.  But  huw  ihu  furfeiturtj  was  to  be  t*xiicie(i  in 
case  bo  failed,  was  a  question  which  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  HutHciontly  cnnsiderril.  Though  by  law  the 
Btintenc«  of  death,  which  had  bi^eii  only  respiu^i,  (y)uM 
be  carried  into  exi'cution  when*?ver  the  King  cboae,  tn 
put  bim  to  di>ath  for  ttiu  i)ld  ofTeiitie,  aftur  lijirteen  years 
of  imprisonment  employed  a«  ho  had  einplnyed  tbiMn, 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  thought  of.  He  cnubl  only  de- 
serve death  by  an  entirely  new  crime.  But  KuppoHing 
bim  to  commit  a  now  ci*ime,  and  ouc  for  which  death 
wiw  the  jnst  penalty,  how  was  he  to  bo  convicted  of  it? 
Sense  anil  natural  juRtico  would  answer,  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury  after  a  rpgular  trial.  But  law  said  no.  The 
lawyers,  with  Sir  Kdwiird  Coke  at  their  hejid,  all  agreed 
that  the  King  might  legally  1>ehead  liini,  but  could  not 
legiilly  put  him  upon  his  trial.  There  wils  nothing  U} 
prevent  the  King  from  instituting  any  inquiry  into  the 
case  that  lie  desired,  from  taking  tliu  evidence  of  any 
number  of  witnesses,  or  from  hearing  the  pri>ioner*s  de- 
fense uprm  every  pointy  and  so  ipialifyiug  A/m»<*{/ to  say 
whether  he  w:is  guilty  or  not  guilty.  Thin  had  already 
been  done,  privately  by  the  OotnniisMoners ;  and  miglit 
be  doiu>  over  again  in  public.  But  ho  e»uld  not  have 
liim  indicted  in  due  form  of  law,  aud  so  ubtaiu  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury. 

Such  was  the  ciise  which  w-.ui  now  referrt^d  to  the  Com- 
misfiiouem,  for  advice  how  to  proc<x'-d :  and  the  next  let- 
ter contains  their  answer.  The  only  copy  of  it  that  I 
know  of  is  among  the  Gibson  papers  at  Lambeth,  from 
which  it  was  printed  by  Birch;  and  l>eing  doited  from 
York  floiuse  and  included  among  Bacon's  lettere  in  all 
Gubseipicnt  editioufl,  it  hiis  been  genei-ally  takm  fur  his 
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composition.  But  the  mnnnsiu-ipt,  tliougli  called  a  copy, 
lA  in  flirt  a  draft,  —  a  rough  dnift  in  tlu^  liui»d\vritii)g  of 
Sir  Kiiwni^i  Coku :  aud  as  it  is  impostiiblo  to  8up]>os6  thut 
Coku  wrote  it  to  Bacon's  dict;itiuii»  lUt-  itiffreiiei*  is  lUat 
tl»e  task  of  fniining  tho  answer  to  the  King  had  beon 
deputed  to  him,  aa  the  hi^hust  uuthority  on  suoh  a  ques- 
tion, aud  that  tXio.  letter  (thongh  repri»seucing»  of  course, 
tlie  result  of  previous  conferences,  and  concurred  in  hy 
the  rest  of  the  Commiasiunerf})  was  drawn  up  by  liimrndf. 

TO  TyE   KING. 

May  it  i'lbask  yovb  mubt  excellent  Ma.iesty, 
—  According  to  your  commandmeut  given  unto  us,  we 
liave,  ujion  diviirs  meetings  and  conforenci*s,  con  side i'<?d 
what  form  and  nmuner  of  prtM-'eediug  against  Sir  Walter 
Kalegh  might  beat  stand  with  your  Majt-aty's  justice  and 
honor^  if  you  »1inll  be  pleased  that  the  law  shall  pass 
upon  lutn. 

And  firstt  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
being  atbilnted  of  high  treason  (which  in  tho  highest  jind 
last  work  of  law),  lie  cannot  be  drawn  iu  question  judi- 
cially for  any  crime  or  offense  since  committed.  And 
therefore  we  liunihly  jjresent  two  forma  of  profi-eding  to 
your  Majesty:  tlii?  one,  that  tj>y«*ther  with  the  warrant 
to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Towcr»  if  your  Majesty  shall  an 
ploasB.  for  his  fXecntion,  to  ptiblLnh  n  nurralive  in  priut 
of  hi*  lato  criinei*  and  offense's  ;  which  (albeit  your  Maj- 
ivty  ia  not  bound  to  give  an  accnnnt  of  your  actions  in 
these  cjiscH  lo  any  hut  «itily  to  God  alone")  we  humbly 
offer  to  your  Mnje-ity's  eouHidenitioiu  ns  widl  in  respe«*t 
of  tb«  great  efUuJcion  of  time  since  his  attainder,  and  of 
his  employment  by  your  Majesty's  connnijtMnn,  us  for  that 
bit*  late  crimt*a  and  offrnscd  are  not  yet  publicly  known. 

Tho  other  form  (whereunto,  if  yimr  Majosty  so  pleiise, 
we  rather  incline)  is  thut  where  your  Miijesty  is  so  n*- 
nuwned  for  your  justice,  it  may  hiive  such  n  pnieeedinp 
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is  nearest  tu  legal  j>r<H:eedtng ;  which  is,  that  be  be 
called  before  the  whole  body  of  your  Cmincil  of  State, 
and  yniir  priiK-tpal  JudyL-s,  to  your  Council  Ctmniber  ; 
and  that  some  of  t\w  nulnlity  and  gentlemi'ii  of  qimlity 
be  admitted  to  bo  present  to  heat*  the  whulu  prooeeding, 
as  in  lik«  ciises  liiith  biH'ii  uslmI.  AikI  after  the  :LS»embly 
of  all  these,  thut  soniu  of  your  Majesty's  Cuuiicillurs  of 
State  that  are  best  acquainted  with  the  coae  Hhould 
openly  decliire,  thut  thU  fi>rm  of  pri>eeeding  against  Sir 
Walter  is  holden  for  that  Hr  is  civilly  dnad.  After  this 
your  Majesty's  Counsel  Lcarneil  to  cliai-ge  him  with  his 
nets  of  hostility,  depri'dation.  abuse  as  well  of  your  MaJHH- 
ty*s  commission  as  of  your  8iibji_»cto  uuder  his  oluirge,  im- 
postures, attempt  of  esoiipe.  and  other  his  niiitdemeanors. 

But  for  that  which  concerns  the  Fri-nch,  wherein  he 
was  rather  passive  than  active,  and  without  which  tlie 
charge  is  complete,  we  humbly  ref«r  to  your  Majesty's 
consideration,  how  far  that  shall  be  touched. 

After  which  chni^ft  so  given,  the  examinations  road, 
and  Sir  Walter  heard,  and  some  to  U»  confronted  against 
him,  if  need  be,  then  hR  is  to  be  withdrawn  and  sent 
back  ;  for  that  no  sonteiice  ia  or  can  be  given  ng:itnst 
him.  And  after  be  is  gone,  then  the  Lords  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  Judges  to  give  their  udvice  to  your  Majesty, 
whether  in  respect  of  ihcHt;  subsequent  offenses,  upon  the 
whole  mattf^r,  your  Maj<*sly,  if  you  so  pU'a.se,  may  not 
with  justira  and  honor  give  warrant  fur  his  execution 
upon  his  att-iinder.  And  of  this  whole  proceeding  we  are 
of  opinion  that  a  solemn  act  of  council  should  be  niadn, 
with  a  memorial  of  the  whole  presence.  But  Iwforc  this 
be  done,  that  your  Majesty  may  be  plciwed  to  signify 
your  gracious  direction  herein  to  your  Council  of  StjiU?; 
and  that  your  Counsel  Learni'd,  before  the  calling  of  Sir 
Walter,  should  deliver  the  Iic4id8  of  the  mattiT,  together 
with  the  principal  examinations  tonching  the  siime. 
Trbcrcwith  Sir  Walter  is  to  Lu  uharginl,  unto  rheui,  that 
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they  may  bo  porfcctly  informed  of  the  trap  statA  of  thci 

r  1  give  tli^'ir  ndvir*^  acconlingly.     All  which  nev- 

•  -   we,  in  nil  humbleness,  j)re»'iU  iiud   submit  t* 

yotir  princely  wisdom  nud  judgment,  and  shAll  follo\f 
wh:ttfloi»viT  it  sliall  pleiist'  your  Alajesty  to  dtruct  ua 
herein  vdth  all  <lulifiil  readiness. 

Your  Majusty's  most  humble, 

and  faithful  servAnts,  etc 
ToKX  IIotrsB,  Uii«  ISili  of  OctoUrr.  1618. 


Though  tliis  letter  is  very  well  known,  its  imfwrtanoe 
as  on  ovidoncQ  of  the  opinion  of  the  commisaiouora  upon 
tlie  atsv  has  not  I  think  been  sufficiently  obscrTe<l ;  prob- 
ably  beoAiise  of  the  obftonrity  which  has  hithtrtn  hnn^ 
over  the  dutea  of  tbeir  pro('4.'eding8.  But  it  will  now  be 
Been  thut  after  a  thorough  investigation  of- thu  chnrgea 
and  the  evidence*,  they  wen*  jin-piired  to  n^commend  a 
fonn  of  proceeding  in  all  essential  rpspects  public  and  ju- 
dicdal :  tlie  audience  to  consist  of  the  Council,  the  Judges, 
and  some  af  the  nobility  und  i;'*ntry  :  the  ohnrges  to 
be  preferred,  the  evidence  produewd,  itnd  the  defrndiuit 
lit^rd  in  reply,  cxiw^tly  us  they  would  have  been  in  an 
ordinary  triid  :  the  d»*rii*iun  to  l>o  taken  by  advii*-  of  the 
Council  and  Judges  publicly  given :  and  a  fomiul  i-ecord 
to  be  made  of  the  whole  proceeding.  Thri/  must  hiivo 
thought  thcrefuro  that  it  was  a  ciise  which  would  beiur 
publiu  crititiidin :  and  n  closu  tribunal  ciiunot  (^vu  lK*tt«'^r 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  its  judgment  than  by  desiring 
In  snbmit  it  to  an  open  ori*?. 

The  recomnieudalion  w;i8  adopted  in  part:  but  unfor- 
tunately with  the  omiflsion  of  that  which  was  moat  ma- 
terial in  it,  —  thi!  provision  for  pnblieity.  Why  iheir 
advice  was  not  followed  altogether,  has  hitherto  been 
muttor  of  conjecture ;  but  can  now  be  exphuuvd  on  au- 
thority. Among  the  pupnrs  recently  discoverLMi  by  Afr. 
FortesQUc  there  is  the  <lnift  uf  the  King's  answer  to  tliiji 
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Ivttcr.  It  U  written  ia  the  hnnd  of  Pnck&ri  Biickioj^- 
lijim's  sprretiU'v,  iind  has  no  mgii.itun*  or  dudfiit.  Hut  iw 
it  agrees  exactly  vf\iU  what  fullowed,  wo  need  not  doubt 
tliftt  it  ifl  a  true  copy. 

"  Right  trusty  and  well  bcJovod  Counsellors,  we  gn?tJi  jou 
wril.  We  have  perused  your  letter  touchin;;  iUe  proceeding 
with  Sir  Waller  Ralrgli.  in  both  whieh  courses  prupounded  by 
you  we  fiud  iuiperfectiou.  As  first  vie  like  not  that  there  »liould 
be  only  a  narrfttioii  f.et  fortJi  in  print  of  his  crimes,  in<ret]ic-r" 
willi  our  warrant  fur  \m  exerution.  And  secondly  for  the  other 
course  of  A  public  calling  Inru  bofure  our  Couneil,  we  ibink  it  not 
At,  because  it  would  make  him  too  (wpular.  as  was  fouud  by 
ejtperlraent  nt  the  arrtiij^iroenl  nt  WiiieheKler.  where  hy  bin  wit 
he  tuniod  the  hutred  of  men  into  oonipriswion  of  him.  Soeondly 
it  wnre  too  grfat.  bonor  to  bim  to  luive  thul  roun-e  to  be  tiikeQ 
agaihtit  one  uf  liig  stale  which  we  have  uUsorvciJ  never  to  have 
been  aacd  bnt  towards  |>eranns  of  great  i|nality.  na  namely,  tlie 
Otuutctis  of  Slirewshury  and  some  kiicIi.'  Benideg  il  would 
nutke  too  gruit  a  hlir  to  have  i^uch  sending  uf  advice  and  direc- 
tions to  and  frn  aii  you  mention  iu  your  haix^r.  We  luive  therts 
fore  thought  uf  a  uiitMIe  cour-te^  that  he  be  cidled  only  liefore 
those  who  have  been  the  exarninen;  of  him  liilhrrto,  and  that 
the  examinations  be  read,  nnd  himself  heard,  und  others  con- 
fronted with  liim,  wiio  were  with  him  in  lliia  action.  And  that 
our  Attorney  and  Solicitor  be  employed  to  inform  against  him 
[touching  his  acts  nf  hostility,  deprrdatiou,  nbuse  as  well  of  our 
oomrmtsion  as  of  our  sulijeris  under  his  chnrge,  his  Iinpo*turet 
attempt  of  ea(a»j)e«  and  oilier  his  nuAdemeanore].*  Only  for  the 
French  we  hold  it  not  lit  that  they  bo  nnined  but  only  hy  in- 
cident, and  that  very  lightly,  as  that  he  should  have  eseajiod  in 
a  French  bark  [without  drawing  them  into  the  cj-imo.]*  And 
then  olWr  the  sentence  for  his  <:xecutioii  which  hath  been  tJiua 
long  6usi>endcd,  a  declunitiou  be  presently  put  forth  in  print,  a 
warrant  Inking  sent  down  for  ur  to  uign  for  his  execution."* 

1  Tlia  wunlK  within  limrkHn  an<  iiiterilnffd  In  Ilia  MS. 

S  Tlic  wuriU  wfUtlit  bMi-kt^lK  iin<  Ntnick  out  hi  MS. 

*  On  the  uthitr  tidi!  uf  Iht)  IvaT  i)i  vrrjltttii,  "  VVherviti  ir«  hulil  lh«  French  Fby- 
MicUli'i  ctmfcimion  vvty  aiileri*!.  n*  also  h'n  r>wn  arid  ht*  coiiitoru'  curifeulua, 
tUai  Uforv  llicy  vrert*  at  tlm  NIaikU  Iip  luM  iliriii  hJa  nJiii  wita  al  the  Vlvirt,  with 
Ui*  «ou'a  untion  whcu  ibev  carmt  tu  ilw  town,  uuil  foiuo  luu<rh  ut  hift  hatefai 
tpMchc*  ot  our  perMD." 


ISK-lft.] 


COL'KSB  UIIDERICD   RY    nil'.   KIVQ. 


SIS 


It  is  n  letter  rery  dumictoriotio  of  tbo  King,  oiid  it  waa 

quito  truo  that  lialcgh's  wit  wii.s  a  fonnidiiblL*  wvapun  to 
encounter  in  the  court  of  pnpuhir  opinion ;  esp^cijiUy 
whore  so  many  wore  rlisposod  not  only  to  exeunt!  but  t« 
ajiplauJ  the  very  (jlTiius4;  whioh  wjir  ta  ln>  Inid  to  his 
charge.  But  it  wna  a  diuigt-r  which  couUl  only  bo  over- 
come by  being  mot.  On  thi*  fonnvr  occusion  it  was  really 
his  own  wit  that  won  his  triumph;  for  the  popular  feel- 
ing was  aguiuBt  him  ;  and  if  the  trial  could  on  any  plau- 
sible pretext  have  been  conduuted  witli  closed  doors,  no 
voice  would  have  been  hniril  nn  his  behalf.  Bub  now 
very  little  wit  was  want«:tl  to  make  hia  cause  giiicious ; 
and  whether  bis  deferiBo  was  conducted  by  himself  or  by 
others  for  hiui,  the  closing  of  the  doors  was  enough  in 
itself  tn  make  it  triumphant  with  the  people  ouUidi*. 
Surely  Jamoa  wim  never  worse  advised  'than  when  he 
n»jeot<^d  that  part  of  the  advli'e  of  his  commissioners.  A 
formal  prac(.*ediiig  liki*  that  whicli  they  recommended  did 
take  place  before  themselves.  The  charges  were  opened 
and  explained  by  tho  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General; 
the  dc|>08itioi)s  of  tliu  witnesstrs  that  had  Iihcu  exuniiiii*d 
were  (I  presume)  reail :  Sir  Walter  waa  beard  in  hb 
(►wn  dofensi*,  and  8»!uc  of  hit)  fellow-voyagers  wei'e  pro- 
ductNl  in  porson  to  confront  hiui.  But  there  was  no  au- 
dience, no  judges,  no  declaration  of  the  reasons  which 
iMUile  tliis  unusual  form  of  proceeding  necossaryf  no  a[>- 
plication  to  the  Council  for  advice,  no  public  record  of 
the  prf>ceeding.  So  that  for  explaining  and  ju&tifying  to 
the  people  an  act  which  at  the  best  must  be  unixipular,  it 
was  absolutely  of  no  nse.  So  useless  indeed  it  wad  tliat 
I  do  not  find  it  so  much  as  alluded  to  nft4.>rwardfl ;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  aocidentid  pn^servation  an<l  dis- 
covery of  Sir  Julius  C'lesjir'a  notes  of  the  day's  work,  we 
sbonid  not  have  known  that  any  such  thing  had  been.  It 
informed  Urn  commissioners  of  what  they  knew  already. 
Jt  may  possibly  have  brought  to  thttlr  knowleilge  sfMUo 
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things  which  had  escaped  them.  But  it  nddud  nogniin 
of  weight  to  thp  valuo  of  thoir  report  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  to  whom  thfi  true  grounds  of  the  proireeJiiig — 
the  *' Utt*i  crime!*  iiud  offenat'S  "  —  wero  (lui  the  commis- 
sioners took  care  to  remind  llie  Kiii^)  as  yot  unknown. 
To  us  wlio  know  a  great  diial  mort'  timn  the  peopl<«  then 
knew,  :Lnd  yet  not  nearly  so  much  ns  wo  ooiihl  wish.  Sir 
JuUus'ii  notes  are  of  considerable  vahic ;  and  wouhl  be  of 
very  great  vahie  if  they  were  a  little  fuller  and  did  not 
break  off  at  tlie  most  interesting  part.  But  they  give 
merely  the  heads,  nakedly  set  duwn  for  the  asttistanee  of 
his  own  memory ;  und  alt  we  can  learn  from  them  is  thu 
order  of  the  pnieeeding  and  the  principal  topics,  up  to  a 
cerUiih  point.  For  though  tlio  thing  Inis  not  been  noticed 
(so  fur  as  I  know)  by  any  one  else,  it  is  evident  to  me 
that  what  we  liave  is  only  the  first  sheet,  and  that  the 
rest  luifl  been  lost.  And  T  think  this  wmdcl  have  Wen 
evident  to  anybody,  if  he  had  examined  tlic  maniiRcripb 
carefully,  and  observed  how  the  paper  had  been  folded, 
and  in  what  order  the  pages  presented  tlieraselves  to  the 
writer.  Take  a  sheet  of  letter-pa[>er ;  dtmblo  it  eross- 
wise;  double  that  again  lengthwise;  and  begin  your 
notes  upon  the  enlumn  whieh  then  lies  uppermost.  When 
that  ia  full,  take  the  next  which  meets  you  as  you  turn 
the  leaves  without  cutting  them;  and  then  the  next; 
and  so  on,  till  on  coming  to  the  seventh  yon  Rnd  it  al- 
ready ^vritten  ou.  If  you  want  more,  open  the  shetit  into 
iu  original  state  —  the  folio  of  four  pages  —  and  yoa  will 
find  two  columns  left  blank  in  the  middle.  Wh<*n  these 
are  fillfd,  one  side  nf  the  paper  Avill  be  h\\\.  It  ajjjiears 
to  have  been  Sir  .Ttdius^s  ordinarj'  practice  to  take  his 
notes  iu  this  way ;  and  when  he  had  used  up  that  side  of 
his  first  sheet  to  take  a  Becond.  In  the  bound  volume 
the  order  of  the  columns  (which  are  not  numberetl)  is 
not  at  first  obvious,  because  each  sheet  is  spread  out  into 
a  single  leaf.     But  it  will  be  found  on  examination  that 
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iu  tilts  case  the  last  sentence  is  iit  the  end  of  tho  last 
column. 

From  what  remains  of  these  notes  wo  learn  that  the 
cbargy  was  (llstributod  into  three  gpneral  Iieads :  **  Kaiilts 
coniniittcMl  before  his  going  the  last  voyage.  Faults  com- 
raitt<?d  ia  his  voyage.  Faults  committed  since:  "  that  of 
tl»ese  the  two  first  wt^re  set  forth  by  Ibe  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, und  the  third  by  the  Solicitor:  and  that  then  Kidegh 
jjavo  his  answers  upon  all  the  points  in  succession. 

Of  the  speeches  of  the  two  lawyers  it  Is  not  necesary 
to  suy  auytliing  hme.  They  represent  tlio  case  as  under- 
stood by  the  eunimLssiuners,  and  of  this  we  havn,  in  the 
oiGciul  *'  Dechiration  **  which  was  put  forth  a  few  weeks 
later,  a  ]w*rff*ct  exi)Osition.  Uut  the  not«  of  Ualef^h*8  nii- 
Bwers,  though  very  m«agre^  tells  us  sometliing  which  wo 
do  not  otherwise  know,  and  is  worth  printing  entire:  tho 
rather  b<^cau3o  those  who  Inive  undurtakeu  to  give  the 
effect  of  his  reply  have  seen  more  in  it  than  I  can  tind.* 

'*SIR    WAKTKR'S   AN9WEU. 

1.  That,  ho  vortly  thitikvili  ih.-tl  lils  Majesty  duili  in  Im  can- 
science  ctonr  him  of  nil  guiltiness  for  hb  foot  nf  an.  \.  Anil 
thut  Xw  litilli  ht'ui-il  thitt  llio  Kliif4  Niiltl  tlint  liu  would  not  liu  triiMJ 
by  a  Jurv  of  MiiUIIusL'X.     ArrbohHin'  in  the  2  13ook  of  JVIacca- 

1  "  To  ibfar-  fHs*nloiu>  chnrffn  Sir  W.  Ralr(?li  etttmlt/  nn»wrrprl,  etc.  U*  if*- 
pennt  tn  bave  nrlnri^il  in  tIiM<«  fxamliinlintlf*  thr  tnme  apiril  nn>/  rtnipt^nfit  atui 
the  »imr  rrmnrttbif  moihmlum  ami  trmper  wliicli  tie  had  ilitplHvcd  in  bi«  trial 
al  WinrhMlWT."  (Janlinp,  p.  488.1  Nr  v'm  i»*rrr  nt  d  Um,»nA  Id*  llir»w  Uio 
nialn  ftircc  t>f  hi*  aiMrcftK  upon  ihc  wriik  [Mitiit>(  in  llto  (ironvtiUon.  H«  indig' 
•^mltg  rvpuilintvtl  llic  Bupiwnltiim  llml  tlio  inino  liail  an  real  ex|jitmt<>,"  ftc. 
(Eanllocr,  ».,  p.  I-U. 

*  MrnelaitB.  &eo  II.  5Cace«tK>ii»,  ctup.  Iv.  v.  47.  But  ibn  no(8  fMina  tit  li" 
irilitTwi«c  lnw>r?*ei  [  Tor  Mcnclau*  wM  not  unjmtly  tsiiitltnittinl,  \nii  unjmJljr 
aofvkttii.  "Of  lhr*e  niatl«rs  Uii-iWura  lktr«  Hai  an  aviruhaiinn  iahl  airairD-L 
M(<a>>Uu*.  Xntr  whvn  (li«  IClnj;  cAmr  to  1\ru«  Utrv«  iiicn  itut  wv^•  mai  fmiii 
tbii  Stfnnlfi  (il«aili'<)  h*^tnn  him  ;  hut  )(i-iioli>iu,  lvln^;•  now  conrlelcil,  jirimilM-il 
I'biUmwi  llifi  M)n  nf  Oor>-tii«itf«  (•:•  ffWi^  hliii  much  nionc^y  tf  tie  w<>ii1il  pAcity 
tho  Kinjf  lon'ani  him.  Wlti>r«ii|ii)a  l*t»lempc  taking  Itit*  Kinj;  aiiilo  untu  a 
ttirlain  i;alt«ify,  a^  it  wrn-  lo  (din-  Itm  air.  Iinitif-ht  hhn  lo  *'<•  t»f  n; 
tiMiimui'ti  tlml  hti  iliu'liar^vit  .MrriMlnn*  frum  ilif>  nri:ii"aii<Hi*,  u  li<<  : 

I  was  cMiue  of  alt  tlw  iniictitvf,  anO  ihtw  poicr  mmi  nlio,  i/  <r  i y  """  i- >'• 
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hees  his  speech  —  "Tluit  [if]  hv  liail  l)6<!ii  aii)oii|r4t  Scytliuuis 
liy  had  not  b«X'.n  <;omlonirn'tI." 

Thni  Dr.  'I'liriier  told  liiiu  thut  >luKiJce  Gawtly  upon  bia  death- 
ImhI  said  tliiit  the  justieo  of  KngUnd  was  never  so  depraved  and 
iajurod  m  \u  the  condeiinmiiou  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh. 

ANSWER   TO  MR.    A'1*TOIINEY's   FOUR  OBJECTIONS. 

*  1, '  IIo  Intended  n  mine,  rjirrii'd  refiners  and  tauU  to  his 
charge  of  £2,000  with  hitn.  and  trusted  Cuptaiu  KeinUh,  in 
whom  also  they  con(lfh?«|,  |^>  find  the  mino,  and  the  foivo  he  sent 
WHS  not  lo  invade  ttiem  of  St.  Ttiomus.  but  tn  Icet'p  bt^lwctin 
them  and  the  (nine;  h^st  the  Spuuiarda  should  iut«rrupt  them  in 
iho.ir  search  and  work. 

3.^  He  ahandonf:d  not  his  men,  as  is  re|Hirt4*d  by  Sir  John 
Komo,  nor  to  hitvu  gone  away  and  left  them  in  liie  Indies. 

2.*  He  dunit'th  it. 

4.'  He  denitith  it. 

HIB   ANSWER   TO  MR.    SOLICITOR'S  OBJKCTI0N8. 

1, 2.*  He  sought  not  to  escape  till  his  arrest  by  Sir  Lewis  Sluke- 
ley,  and  afterwards  he  coufesficth  to  have  cndeavorccj  to  escape. 

3.*  Fatetur  f:iciniia  qni  jndictum  fugit,  vel  siinuUt  so  futuum 
%*c]  insanum.  cum  uon  sit.  w\  ftigiendnrn  Ju<1)cinin.  Sir  Waller 
did  coi»fc9S  it,  exnnslng  himself  therein  by  the  oxani(dc  of  David 
being  with  King  Acliis  and  Aiigning  himself  mad. 

4.^  Confesseth  that  bo  nnul  ihat  bis  confidence  in  the  King 

/ArJr  cante,  yua,  hfjtrre  tht  Scgthinnn^fhuutd  htirv  ttttM  jitdifcii  iiirMrfcA/,  lliini 
he  coiiilfnnniKl  to  dratli.  Tlius  llivy  ttut  fullowc-J  llii:  uiitltvr  fur  llie  cJljr  Mid 
far  the  [wiiple  ntitl  (i)r  lli«  \\o\y  ve«>rt)>  iliil  Mxin  *uflcr  uiijiiat  fitnitttimciiL  .... 
Aud  M  tliruii^li  ttic  covetouanoM  uT  Iticni  Ihot  wuru  ol  power  Mctit:Uu»  r». 
rasideit  Mjll  in  author! (.<r,  incrcv>lni;  in  ttinllcc  uild  bviiii;  r  i;r«nt  irnil'>r  to  ihi* 
citiMne."  Il  1«  diflU-uIt  In  (-UP**  fmni  tli«  form  "f  the  U"te  lii>w  I{nl«?(.'U  npiilicti 
llio  pAwjif;*.  It  •tfi'rnii  la  Imj  a  preci^iJriii  nf  a  Kintf  [wraimiltMl  liv  Ji  comi|itvil 
n)uui>ill'>r  In  roiiilnmu  iii  Iiiuorcul  vaau  lo  lUwIti. 

I  "  llml  he  nttvt  inlenilbd  ■  mine." 

9  "  We  AlJUldunei]  and  put  in  dailgrr  all  111*  rDiii|iaiiy." 

'  "l(o  purp<Mi'(l  to  net  war  Ifclwtti^u  the  twu  Kiiign  i>(  Kiij^UjiiI  anJ  Spftltt.** 

*  '*  IIi«  unfoiOiful  CArriAfje  In  ttie  Kiu»;  aniit  bin  I'ltiopimy." 

*  "1.   Fits  purpMe  or  tti(;)lt  \n-Uifi  iniitrnftiKltituiit  Uiil  ti|iuii  liiiii. 

%.  lib  ondvAViifliig  111  il/  «fii<r  \\n-  %\tv*\  u)miii  Itiiii," 

*  "  l)i*  tni|in->iiirf>t  U>  ilcc^h'v  the  Kiiit;  «nd  Hl«l«." 
f  ''  Hi*  vUf  niii!  tItf>h<>ii>.i'.Lli1i>  »T"'<rli(>».  full  nf  rontiinuJy  in  iltit  Kiq^*' 
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deceived  him,  InU  denielh  (hat  be  used  Any  other  ill  speeches 
)tt}ODt  the  ICng. 

And  being  conTronted  irtlli  Captiiins  St.  Leger  And  Penning- 
ton confesM^f]  ihut  bo  pru{>o»c>d  Lh<*  taking  of  itio  Mexico  fleet  If 
ihr  mine  failcl- 

S«e  the  letter  dated  12  Julj,  I  C1 1,  in  the  connsel  book." 

Tbu  brings  lis  to  the  end  nf  the  sheet :  but  it  cnh 
bnrdly  liave  been  tbo  cud  of  the  prooeoding.    Tbnt  tliorts 

nu  minition  anywhcrt!  of  tho  tTutUng  of  exuuiinations, 
fwhicii  W!is  certmiily  inteiuled  to  follow  tho  chiip^^t.',  timy 
perhaps  be  cxphunud  by  supposing  that  Sir  Julius  did 
not  wmit  any  noto  of  llicm,  seeing  ih.'U  bo  had  access  to 
tho  onginala.  lint  t\m  abrupt  t munition,  after  the  Solie- 
it^r*9  objections  had  been  idl  answered,  to  the  production 
of  (Niptaiua  St.  L<iger  iiiul  Potmington  upon  a  point 
tonched  in  the  Attonwtf^fi  spoecli  and  neJir  tho  beginning 
of  it,  wonld  be  bt'Ht  iu*cotnitocl  for  by  supposing  that  aftur 
they  had  iieard  his  answtTs  to  all  tho  charges,  they  prfv 
cccded  to  reply  to  tlirin  again  by  producing  and  reifx- 
uminiiig  the  witneMes.  The  Attorney's  second  objection, 
—  that  Rali'gh  **  purptwd  to  set  war  between  Enghuid 
jinil  Spain, "  —  fluppurtfd  by  tlie  fact  Unit  when  the  ]til- 
lago  of  the  town  yielded  little  he  resolved  *•  to  make  his 
vttyagK*  upon  tli**  Mexico  fliH»l,"  —  [ie  bud  met  by  a  gen- 
eral denial.  When,  in  answer  to  that,  the  two  captains 
on  whosi:  authority  the  statement  h:ul  buen  made  were 
priHliioed  in  person  to  confirni  it,  he  (acooi<ling  to  tho 
"Declaration  ")  *'ix)Mf(>98cd  the  words,  but  wiith  that,  in 
Innf,  they  were  spoken  after  tht*  action  of  the  mine  wjw 
defeated;'*  and  so  far  Sir  Julins's  notes  and  the  ofTieia! 
Dfchinition  agitn*.  But  then  follows  a  rnateriid  differ* 
once.  \i  the  not^^  arc  to  lie  taken  as  complete,  that  was 
all  ho  had  to  say :  whiin^as  tliu  [k'claration  makes  him 
add,  that  "*  it  was  propounded  by  him  to  tho  end  to  keep 
his  men  together  ;  and  if  he  spake  it  before  it  was  but 
discourse  iit  large.'*    Now  Huch  a  f|ualification  of  his  oon- 
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feBaion  Boems  to  me  too  important  to  have  been  overlooked 
or  omitteil  even  In  tliu  must  cursory  note ;  and  I  have  lit- 
tle doubt  that  it  would  huve  iwn'U  fcmiid  In  the  bcfTinnJiig 
of  the  next  sheet,  followed  by  other  evidence  and  answers 
of  the  same  kind :  ^  and  lastly  by  the  sentence  (for  it  is 
evident  that  the  King  meant  the  proceeding  to  end  ^vith 
ft  sentence),  —  that  is,  by  a  declaration  of  the  Commis- 
sioners tliat  iu  their  opinion  the  former  sentence  mighty 
under  the  cir*ciimstAnc*«,  be  justly  c-arried  into  execution,* 
But  if  my  sj^eculation  be  correct,  the  conclusion  must  re- 
main a  matter  of  coujecture  until  the  lost  sheet  or  sheets 
of  Sir  Julius's  notes  shall  be  found.  In  the  mean  time  it 
will  be  seen  that,  though  we  liuve  here  evideuoe  of  one  iu)- 
portant  admission,  there  ia  little  else  in  these  notes  which 
throws  any  fresh  light  on  the  o:ise  ;  and  that  as  to  the 
character  ol  lialegh's  defense,  —  whether  it  was  strong 
or  weak,  plausible  or  unptausible, — they  give  ua  no 
means  whatever  of  judging."     The  proceeding  wjia  meant 

1  Ainmic  which  t  ttlinulil  ^x|ik-L  (■>  fliiil  >u(tntthinf;  about  tht>  mining  toolik,  of 
which  NatwiT  iiinko*  a  jto-nt  of  luiino  im|iortiinr>:'.  "  iiwa,^  tllnlhictly  oaticrtotl.** 
Iifl  urn,  by  l£fl)ri;h  in  rc[>ly  la  Yflvmun  Uinl  he  incurred  au  vxpvnsQ  or  X2J0OI) 
\n  imtv'uling  Iwth  "minum  ami  lititrttintnitA  uf  inioiii^  ;  Ati  avcriiicul  which,  it 
not  iiuhsunliiilly  Imo,  wduU  ULturiMlly  bara  been  rebullcd  by  Lliofo  of  the  cx- 
podlliiin  with  irhimi  im  «p|tcar»  to  hare  \kcii  then  contraatc4."  {Ktlm.  Hrr,^ 
A|iril,  ISiO,  |i.  2(>.)  Now  the  r>vclAniliDU  etatv>«.  with  rr];anl  tn  thv  Fiuncors 
thtl  *'  it  is  iMtiQffd  uf  till  |inrt9,  nm/  />y  himtrlf  ntn/rtgetJ ,  tbnt  he  cirrinl  oitnti 
flt  n>l; "  anti  an  tn  in^rumcntM  for  iniiitr)^;,  that  "  it  i^  true  ho  rjirricl  numD 
email  Ijuaillity  for  a  «ltnw,  but  hs  tht  jml^mmt  nf  i^ll  ihnt  tetrc  in  bu  Cowjmny 
nothini;  nrar  Mi/Di'icnl  fr»r  that  wliirh  Iin'I  lir<<n  rr'inUtfo  for  iho  working  •'(  flie 
inTil<> ;  whirl)  lit*  cxaue't  iin\y  hy  Miyinc  thnt  hi"  mm  ii«vpr  *aw  them  otifiaikctl, 
•nit  that  the  mine  was  nnt  ponl  n  font  ami  a  half  (imlnnn^^iind."  Ho  iluubt 
Ihi-rpforo  ho  trn*  nMifninluil,  nml  llicreby  ilrivvn  iiiiim  (hut  i-xciiti*. 

'  The  1ell*r  in  (ha  L'<iiiiiril  Bonk  —  if  it  wa.%  ai  Mr.  (ianltncr  inA|i«et6,  th« 
liiiipcwil  mada  tu  thn  Undi  in  IGll  (see  abnve,  |>.  SST)  nmr  luive  been  app^'nlcd 
10  ojt  eilhor  fiilc :  by  Kiilcglt,  a^  (imvinK  thai  Iho  uim?  nf  fnKa  aj^liiat  the  S]iun- 
hnl«  vm  kniiwo  to  he  intended.  '*i(  thry  iMgon  the  war  ;"  by  Iha  prw<f«- 
tbnt  ••  i«hoKiiij;  that  a  |>r(r|msal  Implyfnfc  Ihc  pmbabllltyof  a  colllM'^m  wilb 
S)>inianl5  hnd  licvn  made  nnd  rfjednl.  It  nay,  thervFort,  have  Doinr  in  In 
the  cotirve  of  Uulrifh'n  answer  t<*  thi«  char);«,  and  iJie  Important  qualificAtioa 
tn<n(iuiie<l  in  the  l>vclnrat)on  may  have  followed. 

"  Mr.  St-  John  in  hit  l.i/c  v/  ftUtigk  rrfew  to  a  letter  fmm  Julian  San- 
cbex  df  Ullfia,  il«t"d  W  NnTember,  IBIS  (which  would  bo  B  Nnvrmher  acconl* 
;ta  [Cni;4t«l]  reckonllKC),— addrcnsed  lu  bia  own  govarnineat  and  pnwrrcd  at 
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to  be  privttU*,  :ind  ita  privacy  w.is  strictly  and  successfully 
pi«Morvt5j.     But  it  took  away  all  its  vuliie. 

Nor  waa  tlie  King  umch  iaori>  fortunate  with  the  alter- 
native pvn|H)9iLl  uf  tlie  CominisBi(in«ir8.  Tlit^y  recom- 
mciulvtl,  if  ihcrt;  xuigUt  not  be  ii  regular  trial  before  a 
public  audicnct;,  that  tho  warrant  b>r  carrying  the  aeu- 
ttioce  into  execution  should  be  accompanied  with  "  a 
narrative  in  print  of  liis  late  crimes  and  oITlmisgs."  And 
tf>  this  the  King  secmti  in  his  answer  U^  ;\nstml.  But  uii- 
(oitunately  tlie  essential  part  of  the  rocommenctatiun  — 
tlie  point  of  time  —  was  not  aticnde*!  to.  Rulcgh  r<^ 
ceived  notice  to  prepare  for  death  on  the  23d  of  Octolnu*. 
About  the  same  time  (I  presume^  for  the  exact  date  is 
not  stated)  thi:  Judges  of  the  King's  Bencli  \v«Rf  directed 
to  ordur  the  immf<liate  execution  of  tlie  uKl  senteneo. 
On  the  2Sth  he  vras  brought  to  the  bar,  and  called  upon 
to  show  cause  why  execution  shuidd  not  be  uwardcd. 
No  cause  being  shown  whirh  the  Court  hi'M  to  be  sulK- 
ciont,  execution  was  grunted  ;  and  tlie  next  day  he  whs 
brought  into  old  Palace  Yard  to  be  behoaHed.  By  some 
unaccountable  mismanagement,  ttie  nurrutive  which  wua 
to  contain  the  jUKtitieation  of  his  execution  was  not  forth- 
coming.    All  that  was  publicly  known  was  tlie  Procla- 


SuMOCu,  —  in  which  ht  seonu  to  hive  giveii  from  hrttr4n.v  •oiih'  pnrtJculAni  of 
ttii*  ftfoMCtllDK.  Kroin  ttiis  H  woutil  «ppt?JtT  tli»l  it  took  plniv  on  tli«  'I'M  of 
Ucluli«r.  Whether  we  may  al«o  iof^^r  tlmt  ICaIvk'*'*  •K'fi'ii^*  UntM  ffnir  hoiire, 
orooly  UiU  UiF  ctM' ocvu|)k»d  the  CoinmiMloovn  mj  Ion;;,  I  uu  doulitrBl.  It 
niBjr  b«  oiily  Mr.  St.  Johiri  wmv  of  wrilinK-  Bin  I  will  k*^'*)  '<  '»  hi*  ^wn 
vnmla.  "  Afi  r«r  back  ns  tho  'iiA  thr  HIn  wh«  (h-^x,  fltmicli  iIir  )iiihli«-  know  It 
hid.  f»r  <in  thii  itay  Rdltjflt.  httvi  .' n  fr<iiti  the  Tpwpr  to  Whit<ih»ll, 

wua  loll]  wlt4t  li«>l  Ifrcii  rii>ti|viH|  t.  II.     Kor  aoiiii<  parlit'ulftrft  ii(  wliat 

hMik  (il»ri'  in  'Af  yi'vr  hvvr*  linrin^  p-'Ai-  '■  i.-iiet/1t  pltmlrit  for  hu  ti/t,  wb  nrw 
tutlotilMl  to  II  fon-tKH  wiliiMk,  will),  )M>w«>v-"r,  hiu  omlltrj  trtlifrs  whMl  wc 
ftUnulil  h«v(»  Wvn  (jlml  t.i  Irttnt  .  .  .  .  '  I  hiiv"  Iwcn  told,"  mvh  n||y|i,  '  (imj  tho 
\*frii  (.'1i*ti>'ellr>r  '■>%  t''.iit;lnii<l  i-r'UHurcd  liiiu  itrvNtty  for  the  injurti-a  be  hnil  iIdiim 
laii'l  ?.  -i  .t,,, ...  /,f  jroiir  M»j«ty,  «tnt  dwelt  on  ihtfrnnnitir  In  wliii:h 
i>  tu  [>iil  to  M»  f;i-«iit"tl  liilti  l.>,V  t)ii«  Kiiii:,  nittfii  lii* 
•  ver  •  |-i>ltl  mine,  which  he  U*ii  AiBrttird  he  knew 
•rli*r«  to  find.  In  coactualon,  h«  tnfonDed  tiim  lh«l  h«  *iutt  (1J«. '  "  Vol.  U.| 
p  MS. 
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iiiution,  (he  geiieml  result  of  tbu  voyagi?,  and  tliu  pi'o- 
cieediiig  of  t!ie  provioua  day  l»Rforn  tho  King's  Boncb; 
where  *' the  new  crimps  aiicl  offensfa'*  were  not  allowed 
to  be  brought  under  diHciission,  and  the  only  point  argued 
•wixs  the  vuliilily  of  the.  old  attaindor,  M'liat  wonder 
tb:it  people  ttiought  he  was  puuishod  for  tho  old  offi'iisc, 
and  were  driven  to  stntnge  conjectures  to  aciiount  for  it? 
The  just  and  rational  eoni-so  of  oj>eu  accusation,  uvidenco, 
and  defense  had  been  declined  for  fear  of  the  effect  ou  a 
popular  audience  of  Unlegh's  eloquence.  And  yet  he  was 
left  to  make  bis  last  speeoli,  under  eircuni8tanc*»8  which 
would  have  iji5Ui*ed  an  indulgent  hearing  fur  the  moat 
unpopular  criminal,  before  an  undienoe  deeply  prejudiced 
ill  hiu  favor,  :tM<l  utterly  in  the  dark,  not  only  a^  to  tho 
evidence  ugaiust  him,  but  as  to  the  very  nature  of  the  ac- 
cusation ;  and  this  txi  when  be  bad  the  whole  stage  to 
himself;  there  beinp  nobody  to  ropreaent  the  other  side; 
no  possibility  of  explanation,  confutation,  or  counterac- 
tion ;  and  when  the  only  way  to  prevent  him  from  mak- 
ing himself  as  innocent  as  he  pleased  and  working  uptm 
his  hearers  what  impression  h«  would,  was  tluU  which 
would  have  spoken  for  him  more  eloquently  still, — 
namely*  to  interrupt  and  silenow  iiim. 

Perhaps  it  was  thought  that  after  he  had  spoken  his 
last  words,  and  it  had  been  soon  what  impression  they 
made  upon  tbt^  peyple,  it  would  be  easier  to  judge  what 
kind  of  declaration  was  needed  for  public  satisfaciion. 
But  if  so,  tlie  enormous  advantage  which  belongs  t-o  tho 
first  impression — when  made  npon  minds  prvdis|M)fled 
to  receive  it  favorably  and  unprovided  with  any  counter- 
impression  to  meet  it  with,  and  then  left  at  leisure  to 
settle  and  fix  itself  —  must  have  been  quite  overlooked. 
That  this  fital-e  of  things  should  have  been  permitted  for 
a  single  day  is  strange.  That  it  should  have  been  al- 
lowed to  remain  undisturbed  for  mure  than  three  weeks 
is  to  me  one  of  the  most  unaccountable  facts  in  history. 
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Whun  Lliu  DeclunLtion  cnme  nl  List,  it  ikppciircd  that  the 
nwo  \vii8  lit  any  nttu  qtiite  dilTorant  front  wliut  people 
Iitit]  itiippf)si-<l :  liut  il  uddreissutl  itoeU  to  luiiuU  mutlu  up; 
anil  though  justly  UcHci-ibtHl  u.h  *"  h  dec'luratiun  uf  the  dtit- 
mvHnur  and  oiiiriiigH  of  Sir  VV^altrr  Riilegh  ....  and 
of  the  truu  uiotivcs  ntul  iuduoomiMita  which  occauioDud 
his  Majesty  to  proceed  iu  doing  justice  upon  htni  as  hiith 
Ixittn  done,"  it  wiis  received  aa  a  n»erp  otficiul  apology* 
iLiid  had  the  uauni  fnle  of  such  compoaitiuns  iu  boiiig 
giMiemlly  discredited.  How  far  it  deserved  this  fatu  is 
n  question  upon  wliiuh  I  hope  to  throw  boiul'  now  light, 
when  it  comes  before  nii*  in  its  place.  But  for  the  pre»- 
eut  fUlegh  had  thu  stugu  to  himself,  und  he  made  this 
most  of  his  opportunity.  No  tragic  scene  in  real  life  was 
ever  so  (Ini'ly  ncttnl.  Judged  by  its  effect  upon  the  audi- 
ence, which  ifl  the  true  test  of  speech.  —  and  not  only 
upon  the  audit;u(^!e  then  assembled  in  old  I'alace  Varit, 
but  (thn:iiigh  them)  upon  all  succeeding  generations,  up 
to  thu  present  day,  —  his  apeei'.li  from  the  scuitold  was  a 
triumph  of  eloquence.     "  Though  he  spoke  not  much," 

I  Bays  Sir  E.  Hur^vood  writing  to  Dudley  Carloton,  "  yet 
that  he  did  was  with  so  luai'h  asHuraui^i,  so  Gliriatianly 

ruud  HO  like  truth,  as  all  his  beholders  were  pc^sessed  li» 
died  innocent,  not  only  of  the  troitson  hut  of  late  new 
practices,  and  of  ill  Kpfeches  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  justly* 
injuring  the  King  of  Spain."     And  yet  when  the  fullest 

'reports  of  his  spe<.n.*h  are  examined,  it  is  strange  to  find 
how  little  thwre  is  iu  it,  tending  to  alter  the  aspect  of  his 

I  case  to  any  impartial  i-ye.     The  cliarges  from  which  h« 

,  labored  to  defend  himself  were  in  fact  of  so  Uttlu  im- 
portance tluit  iu  the  prewding  narrative  (from  which  I 
wish  t<i  exnlude  everything  disputable)  I   have  srarrely 

[thought  it  iiectrwuiry  to  mt-'ntiou  any  oni^  of  them.    Those 

which  consi.ifute    his  real   oiTt'tise,   he   ficarcely    touches. 

'rip>  two  inipnttilions  from  which  he  seems  to  have  boon 

iSolnUB.    I«u|i}MMU«hoiildb«"BiiJiutlx." 
It-  II.  Al 
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most  anxions  to  free  himself  wero,  first*  iliat  of  batring 
"some  plot  or  intolligencu  with  tlie  French  King,"*  And 
Becoiidly,  thut  uf  having  *' spoken  fUshonorubl^'  untl  dis- 
loyally *'  of  King  .Tiimvs.  Both  of  which  he  met  with  ii 
denial  so  solemn,  and  enforced  with  such  awful  impreca- 
tions, tliat  I  HHi  glail  I  have  no  occjision  t<i  ijuestion  it  in 
either  ca»u.  That  ho  had  attempted  to  esiMipo^  and  tn 
thu  end  feigned  sickness,  and  that  he  had  promised 
StUi'Iey  that  if  he  would  go  with  him,  his  dt^hta  shouhl 
be  pjiid  —  all  thia  he  confeBsed  to  bo  true.  Hut  the«c 
were  acts  for  whieh,  though  in  a  ha]*sh  construction  they 
might  he  called  breaches  of  parole,  one  can  hardly  blame 
him  as  his  case  was;  and  perhaps  it  would  have  been  well 
if  they  had  been  more  sueceHsful.  Upon  the  chargna  which 
came  nearer  to  the  rwil  question, — as  thut  he  did  not  know 
of  aiiy  mine,  and  did  not  n^ean  to  goto  Uuiana  at  all; 
that  be  meant  to  t;seape  with  the  money  be  took  out,  and 
not  to  return  to  England  ;  and  that  he  had  proposed  to 
quit  the  place  of  rendezvous  without  waiting  for  the  river 
party,  aud  so  leave  them  to  their  fate,  —  hia  denial  was 
distinct  enough;  but  it  implied  notliing  incompatible  with 
the  main  charge.  That  ^'it  was  his  full  intention  to 
Bearcb  for  gold, —  for  gold  for  the  benefit  of  his  Muj- 
eaty  and  himself  and  of  thoi»e  that  ventutvd  with  him, 
with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen  ;  *'  and  that  ho  believed 
that  Captain  Keymis  "  knew  the  head  of  a  mine"  where 
gold  w;i8  to  be  found  ;  all  this  may  have  Wen  tpiite  true, 
without  implying  any  justification  whatever  of  thu  mejins 
he  look  to  get  at  it^  That  he  had  given  his  promise  to 
Lord  Arundel,  immedhitcly  before  he  sailed,  "  not  to  turn 

^  From  wlial  lie  f<<  n-fiorteil  u>  have  saiil  on  Ibis  pnint.  Mr.  Si.  .Tolin  IbJoka 
hiniMlf  juMitird  in  rrjcctitig  the  ro{>ort  uf  the  irhulo  speccb,  as  a  Dii»repiv«eDt»- 
tion  of  bi»  words-  "Wliiit  vro  pns^eM  umler  that  name"  [ibe  Biwi'ch  un  the 
•cafloldj  "  it  ii  impovfbte  ho  ihnultl  liave  lUlrn-il,  nnlm  we  aMumc  tlti>  Ivtier 
to  J«ni««  uf  iho  &th  of  October,  tosccilier  wilh  Ins  oxaniiimliuii,  anJ  ibofc  of  L» 
Clidnv,  aitil  (til  lti«  rnininniiication*'  witti  tite  Prcnclt  nutborilici^  lu  be  fortj^rin.** 
(Vol.  i\^  p.  'M7.)  Thid  Iwiiig  Mr.  St.  John's  way  of  ilcaliiig  with  Ida  cvideace. 
I  bftvo  not  thought  it  uvccsmu'}'  to  cxamme  hia  coocliuloiu. 
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piraio  when  ha  got  »bi'oiul,  and  whethor  he  made  a  good 

fvoyugo  or  a  bud  not  lo  fiiil  to  retimi  agjiln  tu  Englnnd," 

!  was  avouched  by  L<jrd  Arundel  himself,  wUo  wiis  present. 

That  ht)  hHd  kept  his  promiais  wan  an   apparent  fact 

Lwhich  omld  not  ho  <1>spiih'd.     But  it  did  not  follow  that 

f  he  would  tmve  kept  it  if  he  had  found  hecimld  do  better. 

That  it  waA  never  his  intention  **to  go  away  from  his 

t  company   and  leave  tl»t»m   at  fiuiana,'*   is   an  assertion 

Iwhich  I  Htn  quite  willing  to  accept  on  his  own  anthority, 

Ksing  a  thing  which  he  only  could  know,  and  upon  which 

Ih^  apjHiids  to  Beveml  witnesses  whose  evidence  we  have 

[not  the  means  of  examining.    And  these  (with  exception 

:>f  a  disavowal  of  all  concern  in  the  death  of  the  Karl  of 

iKftsex  —  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  case) 

rero  all  '^the  material  points  which  he  thought  good  to 

l^pcidc  of."  1 

What  was  it  then  in  this  speech,  if  there  was  so  little 

alter  the  appoarunce  of  the  case,  which  so  enchanted 

and  still  continues  to  enchant  the  world,  that  the  chiirge 

I  of  burning  and  pilhiging  a  town  containing  one  hundred 
ftnd  forty  houses,  a  rhurch,  and  two  convents,  with  a  gov- 
ernor and  garrison,  —  belonging  to  another  and  a  friendly 
nation,  and  having  offereil  no  pnivocntion  whatever  ex- 
cept an  attitude  of  self-defeu&e. — appears  to  an   Eugliah 
gentleman  and  lawyer  in  the  year  1H32  viiguc,  senseless, 
^v#nd  frivolous  ?     I  believe  it  was  merely  the  manner  of 
^^delivery.     Ualegh  was  a  man  without  fear,  and  with  an 
understim<ling  perfectly  clear  and  serene.     As  long  oh  he 
iw  a  chance  of  a  life  worth  living,  be  had  played  boldly 
for  it :  and  the  devices  to  which  he  resorted  (though  to 
Dme  of  hia  admirers  they  have  seemed  so  unworthy  of 
him  as  to  suggest  a  suspicion  that  bis  mind  had  for  the 
time  given  way)  were  conceived  and  conducted  with  a 
iy  wit,  an  activity,  an  ingenuity,  an  audacity  and  gay 
contempt  for  his  onnmirs,  charm-tcristic  of  his  best  time. 

>  HtB  nwn  ivonU,  »ce(inlii)(;  to  JanUne,  p.  5QS. 
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Wbeu  he  found  that  the  cbiince  was  g^jue,  nnd  that  bis 
fnto  wna  tu  be  ik'uth,  )ic  bad  thu  shiik*  faculties  tuid  the 
Btiino  .s|:iint  nt  cniniiiaiid  t<)  meet  it  with.  He  wivs  sixty- 
aix  years  old.  He  knew  of  how  little  value  to  him  any 
life  Wii3  thjit  he  coidd  expect  in  the  course  of  nature. 
He  knew  that  death  wad  an  tmsy  at  one  time  as  another, 
and  that  the  violent  death  was  the  easiest.  The  fear  of 
it,  he  sail!,  **  wiis  but  an  opinion  and  inuLgination.,**  and 
for  the  manner,  "though  to  othei-s  it  might  seem  giiev- 
ous,  yet  lie  ha<l  rather  die  so  than  of  a  burning  fever." 
He  had  no  truubli>«  of  conscience  ;  for  he  had  doue  his 
best  to  do  the  King  a  piece  of  good  service  against  bis 
will,  and  he  had  hurt  nobtaly  except  Spaniards  in  the 
Indies,  And  the  publicity  and  solemnity  and  tragic^d 
appanitus  seems  to  have  bad  the  uiTect  ou  his  nerves  of 
an  tigreeable  excitement.  Everything  timt  ho  sjiid  luid 
did  was  done  in  the  best  possible  tasto  —  without  any 
touch  of  piiasion  or  bitterness  w  bravado  —  but  with  the 
most  unafTeeted  and  cheerful  composure,  the  Gnest  bu- 
muuity,  the  most  courtly  gmce  and  good  buuior;  and 
yet  no  unseemly  levity,  but  a  full  recognition  of  thu 
solemnity  of  the  occasion,  and  tli»  presunoe  in  wliich  he 
was  about  t<j  appear.  If  it  w:i8  acting,  — and  the  effect 
of  his  behavior  upon  the  audience  liad  a  place  no  doubt 
in  bis  thoughts,  —  it  ve\\s  the  very  Bnest  acting  conceiva- 
ble. Shakespeare  died  two  y(*ars  before,  or  one  might 
have  thought  that  the  famous  descriptioil  of  the  death  of 
the  Tbane  of  Cawdor  was  suggested  by  that  of  I^legh. 

Ho  died 
A»  ono  who  bail  boon  •tuilicd  tn  liU  doath 
To  throw  nwkv  ttiv  doarcst  Itiiiif;  lie  owed 
Ai  'iwcro  A  cflrvk':!M  Iritle.^ 

*  Dudley  Cttr|pton»  ■  con  temporarr  obwrrer  whom  nobody  h w  k  tififat  to  tn*t 
wiUi  coirinniit,  wutiM  tutve  coinpl«Uil  ibe  quuUliun  — 

"  Nothluc  to  hi*  |1f« 
tl««MM  Ub  Uke  Uio  lmr\nf  U/> 

*'U  Mcmff,"  bo  uya  (ropljring  to  ChBailHHiin'*  report  of  tits  vJUcuUonk 
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He  hud  {oi-merly  boitstiHl  that  lic^  deepised  dentb.  Uut 
bift  meditMtiouH  in  tbu  Towt»r  bad  rai&fd  bis  mind  to  a 
still  bigber  elevrttioii;  for  bis  fiitortiiinment  of  it  un  the 
scaffold  Wiis  not  with  coittt'uipt,  but  rttlbei-  witb  pulito 
und  courtly  welcome.  NevtT  wua  dt'iitb  by  tbo  public 
ex<*<'.iitiuinT  ao  oomplctoly  cheated  of  its  viotory. 

There  is  something  so  imposing  to  urdinary  minds  in 
this  eiLsy  stiperioiity  tu  things  wbiub  5e«>ni  to  them  so 
t«rribt6,  that  it  iu  not  Htr:ingu  if  uniung  tbu  miiMS  of  the 
iiudionco  ull  otbrr  thoughts  wore  lost  in  ndniinug  con- 
tcmphition,  und  nil  oppugnant  criticinm  silenced  fur  the 
time  ;  and  if  it  be  true  thut  the  King  bad  postponed  Iiib 
own  deflnration  till  now,  that  In^  might  first  hear  what 
Knlegli  Would  say  und  how  it  would  bu  rei^cived,  it  may 
bt^  tbut  whcMi  be  knew  what  he  did  nay,  and  with  what 
cffiot,  be  thought  it  better  to  postpone  it  awhile  longer, 
tbnt  tbe  lir&t  itupreBsion  might  Bub£iide.  But  tliis  ugain 
waa  iloubtfnl  policy  :  for  the  impression  abowod  no  8ym|>- 
loui  of  aubmding.  *'  We  una  fitill  ho  full  of  Sir  Walter 
Rnlegh,"  wrlt<ja  Chamberlain  in  forwarding  sorae  papers 
to  Carleton  three  weeks  after,  "  that  almoet  eveiy  day 
hiingu  forth  tiomewbat  in  tbiskind;  bcttidea  divers  bid- 
lets  ;  whereof  some  are  adiuil  in,  und  the  rest  such  poor 
fltnff  na  are  not  worthy  the  overlooking.  But  when  tliv 
heat  is  somewhat  allayed,  we  shall  have  ii  declaration 
toaeliiug  him  that  shall  contnidict  much  of  that  which 
he  protested  with  so  great  assoveration.  But  the  proofs 
bail  nt'itl  ht!  very  jiregnant  and  demonstrative,  or  eUe 
tboy  will  hardly  prevail." 

The   proofs,  in  order  to  prevail,  had   need  not  only 

Ui  be  progmint  and  detnonstnitive,  but  to  be  presented 

to  minds  equally  excited,  and  with  surrounding  ciraum- 

ftt4iiH:(*ft  as  pieturcsquo,  impressive,  luid  pathetic.    And 

this  was  manifestly  impossible.     The  most  conclusive  an- 

"  tli«t  Uu  knew  twUcr  liow  to  die  tbaa  to  Urs ;  and  bii  hiippjest  hoan  were  tliuM 
of  liM  kn-aignmirnt  mid  cxccullun."  —  Court  and  Timtt  vf  Jnttt  f-,  vul-  li-,  p. 
lUO. 
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swer  could  be  no  better  than  nn  nrgument  in  a  book ; 
and  wlint  book  could  inalcf  an  iini>n'ssion  on  the  popular 
imtigiimtion  lively  enough  to  couiUiTact  th*»  image  of  the 
living  man  speiikiug  for  himself  on  the  scaffold,  in  the 
minds  of  thos*»  who  saw  and  heard  him  ? 

The  Deolai-ation  which  Chamberlain  w^w  looking  for 
had  been  for  some  time  in  preparation.  But  one  of  the 
inconveniences  of  neglecting  to  proclaim  the  true  causes 
of  hifi  pxecwtion  at  the  right  time  was  the  want  of  an 
occasion  which  might  seem  to  call  for  it  afterwards:  if  it 
was  not  wanted  then,  it  might  1m^  asked,  why  is  it  wanted 
now  ?  And  the  occasion  which  was  made  to  serve  tiiis 
purpose  was  not  a  very  happy  one.  When  the  news 
went  nbrrmd  that  Rnlegh  had  been  arrested  by  Sir  Lewis 
Stucley  in  an  attempt  to  esea]»o  into  which  Sir  I^ewis  Inid 
himself  betrayed  him,  there  was  a  great  burst  of  popular 
indignation.  Of  the  true  history  of  his  proceedings  since 
his  lirst  arrest  nothing  was  known;  but  it  was  kuo\m 
that  he  had  been  betrayed,  and  the  word  was  enough. 
Sir  Lewis  (now  popularly  ftaU»t*Hl  as  Sir  Judas)  who,  to 
do  him  JMslice,  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  r)bject 
besides  the  failhful  perforniajice  of  his  commission,  which 
was  to  bring  Halegh  up  to  f^ondon  that  he  might  he  dis- 
posed of  as  the  Loitls  of  the  Council  should  dii-eet, — a 
commission  which  it  was  surely  no  crime  to  undertake, — 
was  not  prepared  to  endure  this  kind  of  language  in  si- 
lence. H«  trietl  to  clear  himself  of  the  inipnt;ition  of 
treachery  by  explaining  that  he  had  been  as  easy  and 
indulgent  as  possible  witli  Ins  prisoner  nntil  he  found 
that  his  indulgence  was  abnseil,  and  that  it  was  only  the 
detection  of  a  plot  to  give  him  the  slip,  followed  on  ita 
failure  by  an  attempt  to  bribe  him  into  connivance,  that 
put  him  upon  contriving  a  counterplot :  for  which  also 
he  ha<i  warrant  from  the  King,  to  whom  he  had  first 
reported  the  facta.  Tliia  he  set  forth  in  a  short  pai)er, 
called  his  '^Apology,"  which  seems  to  hare  been  writt*Mi 
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itnmetliiiWly  after  \w.  resi{;iR><l  lii»  charge;  ami  cron»isU  of 
i\  simple,  Rtraightforward.  inartifioial  etAtement,  without 
Riiy  rhetoric  or  special  pleiuling,  but  very  much  in  ear- 
neftt,  a»d  (na  far  aa  I  can  ete)  quite  true.  For  it  eaiinot 
bo  denied  that  the  game  of  double  dealing  had  l)een  be- 
giiu  by  I^lh'gh  him8clf;  that  liis  trcntnienl  of  Stucley 
(who  had  been  for  many  day»  his  easy  dujX!)  Iiad  de- 
pnve<i  him  of  all  title  to  favor  or  cjuilidenwi ;  that  the 
stratagem  by  which  he  wan  caught,  though  it  iiivulvuil 
dissiniulation  itnd  deceit,  vrna  one  of  those  whirh  are  aU 
WKyfl  alUiWCil  in  war  ;  and  one  which,  even  in  pejice,  if 
the  part*  had  been  reversed, — if  it  had  been  used  by  Sir 
Walter  to  baffle  Sir  J^ewis^  —  would  have  passed  with 
general  allowance,  if  nut  with  geueral  applause  and  con- 
gratulation ;  and  that  the  object  aimed  at  and  effected  by 
it  was  after  all  notliing  more  than  safe  keeping  in  order 
to  judicial  inquiry,  in  a  c:ise  which  evidently  demanded 
it.  For  if  the  stratagem  hail  been  omitted  altogether, 
lUid  Halegh  luul  at  onee  on  the  flisoovery  of  Ilia  plot  to  ea- 
cape  been  transferred  to  the  Tower, — a  measure  t-o  which 
no  one  c^mld  liavu  objected, — ho  would  have  gained  noth- 
ing by  the  diilerence  except  the  power  of  denying  the 
intention  to  escape  —  which,  as  it  wan,  Im  could  not  do. 
He  hud  l>een  betrayed  into  a  position  whieh  conipclle<l 
him  to  admit  the  truth  :  tliat  was  all :  and  Stnch^y's 
"Apology,"  us  drawn  up  by  himself, seems  to  me  fair  and 
BufBcient.  But  when  popular  sympathy  runs  strongly 
the  other  xray,  reasonable  considfrations  are  oppust»d  to 
it  in  Tain.  In  spite  of  his  *^ApoIogy,*'  and  in  spite  of  the 
rumors  whicli  began  to  get  abroad  as  to  Riilegirs  own 
dissimatatinns,  the  stream  continued  to  run  against  him: 
and  when  Halegh  cm  the  scidTohl  '»  forgavii"  him  with  an 
unction  and  an  enipliasis  whii-h  scarcely  nei-ded  the  char- 
itable "  warning '"  which  followed  to  make  it  stir  popular 
indignation,'  his  position  became  bo  uncomfortable  thut 
1  "  I  (orgiyt  tfat«  Prenctitnin  und  Sir  \*tr\*  Siurlv)-,  mhtt  «u  «Im  a  vltutM 
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he  appealed  to  the  King  for  help.  His  apponi  wjis  in  the 
form  of  i\  petition,  onnsistinjj  of  a  recihil  of  faits  with 
answers  to  the  aspersions  of  which  ho  complained  ;  and 
ended  with  two  requests  :  first  that  he  might  have  leave 
to  iwnfirm  the  tnitli  of  liis  statement  by  reoMving  tlm 
saemment  upon  it  in  his  Majesty's  chapel ;  and  Bccundly 
(which  Wits  more  to  the  purpose)  that  **a  declnmtiun  ** 
might  be  sofTered  to  come  foith  "  from  the  State,  for  the 
cle;tnng  of  tbese  matters  and  further  siitisfactinii  of  thi* 
world."  The  requf»t  was  rensonablt*.  The  King  owed 
R8  much,  not  to  Stncley  only,  but  to  himself.  Vnv  the 
world  was  talking,  thinking,  and  fi^eling  with  passionate 
excitenu'nt  about  matters  of  which  it  had  no  means  us 
yet  of  knowing  the  true  history,  or  anything  liko  it. 
That  R4ilegirs  **  late  cnnies  and  offenses  were  not  as 
yet  publicly  known,*'  was  still  as  true  as  on  the  18th  of 
Oirtober  when  the  Commissioners  called  the  King's  at- 
tention to  the  fact.  But  Stucley  —  thinking  perhaps 
that  his  first  defense  had  failed  of  effect  for  want  of  lit- 
erary skill — had  now  called  in  the  aid  of  a  practiced 
penman  to  point  the  st'ntenet's ;  under  whoso  hands  the 
composition  lost  all  that  appearance  of  simplicity  and 
sincerity  which  finnii'd  the  merit  of  his  own  »»  A]>ology," 
and  assumed  a  shape  as  untit  as  possible  cither  U>  con- 
vince or  to  conciliate  an  ill  affected  public.  The  writer 
WH8  said  to  be  Dr.  Sharpe.  Wliocver  he  w;is,  he  siic- 
oeeded  in  exhibiting  the  unfortunate  Sir  Lewis  in  an  at- 
titude and  fnvme  of  mind  as  itisulent  and  uffcnsivo  as  he 
could,  and  as  well  contrived  to  turn  everybody  against 
him;  and  in  making  his  petition  a  most  unfortunate  prL- 
cursor  for  the  manifesto  which  the  government  were  pre* 
paring.  It  supplied,  however,  the  occasion  which  w:u* 
wanted  ;  and  was  made  to  Kcrve  f(ir  a  kind  of  adverlifte- 

tLgtitat  ittfl  ia  my  flif^hi,  with  all  my  heAit.  ....  I  liove  rervivtsi  )liu  hq- 
nnwot  tliU  mDmiiiit  nod  1  havs  fm^ivan  all  men.  Uut  Utnt  Divav  two  mnii 
Wto  perfiUiou',  I  mu  ImjuuiI  [»  rtuirily  to  !i|M--ak,  UiiU  all  louu  uiNjr  Ukd  tii-t-il  ut 
iLum."    Jsnlinc,  p.  M1&. 
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meiit.  At  what  time  tlie  "  Ptttitiou  "  had  beep  drawn 
lip  jind  presented,  wo  do  not  know,  hut  it  was  publishud 
by  the*  Kitig'tf  printer  vn  the  26th  of  Nuvcmber,  und  an 
effort  wui*  inade  to  get  the  Declaration  out  inuiiedijitely 
jtfter.  "Sir  Lews  Stucley'tt  petition"  (so  Nauoton 
writes  to  iJuckingbam  on  the  27th)  "  was  publialied  yoa- 
tt'iihiy  ;  tl)e  declarntion  is  this  day,  upon  the  dispatch  of 
this  piicket,  to  follow  after.  The  pnntcr  hatli  Bent  rae 
two  copiea  of  eadi,  for  his  Majesty  and  the  Prince,  and 
prays  pardon  for  some  escapea  committed  in  their  haste  ; 
which  w.w  siti'h  iia  they  were  fain  to  watch  two  nights, 
and  Bet  twenty  presses  to  work  at  once." 

Perhaps  it  was  thought  that  the  Petition  would  create 
n  desire  for  information  without  sutisfying  it,  and  so  give 
the  Declaration  a  greater  value.  Chamberlain's  repurl 
r»f  their  firat  ap(x'arance  suggests  Bome  sucli  relation  be- 
tween them.     Writing  the  next  day,  he  sjiya :  — 

*•  You  will  find  lillle  in  Sir  Lenrin  Slucle^'V  Aptiln«;y*  hul 
that  they  &lrivo  to  bomy  one  aiiotlpT.  It  m  like  wo  slittti  htivu 
no  further  Declaration  if  tills  mny  satisfy,  which  hitherto  finds 
liltle  credit, 

^  Hui  now  when  I  lun  come  tlms  for,  my  man  brings  me  an 
auihenitcjil  dtTluraLion  of  all  ihnl  htiitiness.  1  liu.v'e  not  rciul  a 
wont  of  it  (more  ihnn  the  title)  ;  for  it  came  forth  hut  this 
niornihg :  iind,  us  1  liesr,  it  is  the  work  of  the  Lonl  Chancellor. 
Mr.  Attorney,  or  Secretary  Nuunton  ;  ur  mther  fathered  U[K)n 
all  Lhrue:  so  that  in  all  probahilily  it  must  lie  as  true  as  wdl 
written." 

The  allusions  to  it  in  Bacon's  letters  to  the  King  and 
Itnckinghnin  inilirale  a  joint  composition,  but  one  in 
which  ho  wn.i  himself  concerned.  And  though  it  in  im- 
possible to  say  h"W  much  of  it  was  his  own,  yet,  judging 
by  the  styK-,  \  inrlino  t*  think  that  (Im  greater  part  was 
either  wholly  written  or  largely  oorreeti.'d  by  himself. 
To  citll  it  *•  Bat'tm's  Decluration,*'  as  Mr.  Kdwards  dors, 

>  lkh-:iitiiif:,  I  ihtiik.  Ilia  Peti/iiin,  which  Iksd   baeri  publiibcd  l«ro  i»y%  1 
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ia  botb  iutkccimite  and  niiakMidiiig.  To  cidl  it  '*the 
Kiiig*3  I)<n;l;ipjition,"  an  lius  l»eon  done  hy  others,  is 
neoittr  tliu  truth  ;  for  tliough  not  written  by  his  hiinU  nor 
issued  in  bis  numu,  it  wiis  issued  witli  his  knowledge  and 
permission,  us  n  niHnifc&tation  of  his  inind.  But  its 
proper  title  is  "  the  ol^cial  Declnrutinn  :  "  a  duular.ition 
drawn  up  by  the  King's  dirc^tiun,  penniHl  by  cerUiin 
Coinicillora  (iSiicon  K'ing  one),  hUowimI  by  the  Council, 
and  priuted  by  authority.  Hueon's  rank  in  Couiicil,  to- 
gether with  his  concei'u  iu  the  actual  cainpositton,  entitle 
us  to  impute  to  him  a  large  share  of  the  re»p<iusibility ; 
but  as  he  spokt*  in  the  uame  of  others,  and  his  authority 
was  not  absolute,  to  charge  him  with  the  sole  responsibil- 
ity is  a  mistake. 

Wherever  I  have  been  able  to  compare  the  Btatemeiita 
in  this  Declaration  with  the  evidence  upon  which  they 
were  made,  I  h:ive  found  them  to  be  very  carefid  and 
conscientious;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  narrative 
may  in  all  parts  be  de|)ended  upon  for  strict  accmaey,  so 
far  as  accuracy  was  atlainiible  by  studious  couipai'i».>n  of 
conflicting  witnesses.  But  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  — 
and  must  I  ttiink  have  been  a  great  eiTor  of  judgment  in 
the  King  or  his  Councillors —  thiit  this  (fvideni?i?  was  not 
made  public  at  tlie  same  time.  Otlioiul  HtiitemeDts  put 
forth  in  excuse  of  the  Government  are  always  apt  to  be 
euapected,  because  they  are  not  exposed  to  ('rilicism  and 
those  who  want  the  excuse  tell  the  story.  In  a  Ciise  like 
this,  where  the  excuse  had  to  be  made  ^oofl  in  the  face 
of  a  strong  popular  pri'judio*%  it  was  doubly  necessary  to 
exclude  all  doubts  as  to  the  fidelity  of  the  narrative;  and 
this  would  have  been  done  most  effectually  by  publishing 
the  depiwitions.  Wliy  it  was  not  d'ine  is  not  explained. 
It  may  have  been  from  over  conlidenen  in  the  strength 
of  the  case ;  or  it  may  have  been  from  consideration  for 
tiic  deix>nents,  whom  the  popular  jmlgracnt  would  pcr- 
hfipH  have  voted  to  bo  false  witnesses,  and  treated  accuid- 
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ingly.  That  it  wan  not  becauHo  tlu*y  would  havo  failed 
to  bear  out  thi?  ottirial  irtory,  I  infer  from  iLe  tenor  of  nil 
tl)ORe  which  I  hiive  seen.  For  though  moat  of  tlioni  hiive 
disji|>p€?ur(?tK  a  f«w  liavo  luckily  survived  ;  and  timt  tht-sc 
at  least  might  have  been  cited  as  witnesses  every  way 
unexoeptiou:ible  iu  cunfirmatiuu  uf  the  8tury  ns  told  by 
the  g^'ViM-iiuH'iit,^  which  storj',  though  it  ciiuuot  duim 
the  itutliurily  due  tu  a  judicial  sentence  by  a  judgo  who 
has  no  interest  in  tlie  aiusi\  friaued  as  it  was  by  tliose 
who  were  res|Knisible  for  the  action  which  it  wjia  written 
to  justify,  altliongli,  tlierefm-e,  it  is  fairly  open  to  such 
flutipicions  as  nniut  always  attach  to  statementa  made  iu 
Belf*dt;fuiise,  I  may  surrly  claim  such  attentiun  as  Htat^- 
nients  made  in  Helf-dofense  are  always  held  to  be  enti- 
tled to.  Let  it  l>y  all  means  be  analysed,  criticised, 
oonfronted,  disputed,  and  (wheru  it  can  be  eonvleted  of 
errur)  set  aside,  tiut  why  Bhould  it  not  be  heard?  Kuw 
ttlthough,  when  I  remember  the  imporlaniMi  which  is 
claimed  for  it  by  Hume,  I  cannot  suppose  that  its  exist- 
vnc^  is  not  generally  known;  yet  whvn  I  road  the  state- 
meuts  of  tliti  ciiSti  uh  commonly  set  forth  in  our  poptdar 
biographies  and  histories  of  stsite  trials,  I  can  banlly 
tliinic  tliut  it  has  been  read  by  the  wriU^rs,  Kor  1  lind 
almost  invariably  that  all  the  material  points  are  omitted: 
and  when  I  inquire  in  what  particulars  it  is  inaccurate 
and  how  tlie  iiiaecuniey  is  pruv***!,  T  fiud  scarcely  any- 
thing to  enlighten  mo.  I  cannot  indeed  prufcAs  to  be  mv 
quaint4x1  with  all  that  hiLS  been  written  on  the  subject, 
and  the  ipie^tion  may  have  been  satisfactorily  unswcrrd 
in  Bomts  book  which  1  havo  not  wen:  but  I  cannot  at 
present  recadl  moi-e  than  two  ])articu1ars  in  winch  tlie 

1  The  |ilui  ol  (be  preteot  work  do«*  not  lufmlt  of  (be  InlpoducUen  of  caIIu- 

vnl  mitlrr  of  lhl»  kind.     But  In  the  lar^vr  irorlr  from  vrblch  il  U  extracted  ti 

miny  of  ltip«w  dopi>aic('*iiB  *3  I  hive  ta«t  vrllti,  together  wltJi  nil  oiber  oontom- 

Lporir^^  evidcdve,  beirinf;  either  wt/  upon  the  cn^tter  troited  of  in  the  nfllcial 

ImttiiIvo,  ib«t  I  coiiltl  Hrid,  tra  Mt  forth  >t  Icngtb  id  ibo  farm  ino«t  ■.■«nv«iiH*nt 

for  «HDp*rijtoa  with  it. 
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truth  of  the  narrative  haa  been  dtifinitelv  challengod  :  one 
of  which  is  a  very  small  and  immntorial  error,  if  it  bo 
an  error  at  all ;  anrl  the  other  is  merely  an  opinion  Btiit«^J 
to  be  erroueous^  upon  a  question  on  which  opinions 
differ. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  tiilcon  exception  to  the  statement 
that  Kalegh  dealt  with  the  owner  of  the  Frencli  barqiie 
for  a  passage  from  Plymouth  ^^  before  he  was  under 
guard  ; "  >  and  it  is  true  that  according  to  Captain  King's 
nariiitive  (as  quoted  by  Ohlys)  it  must  have  bei-n  after 
he  had  been  aiTested,  But  Captain  King's  narrative 
was  not  written  till  after  (he  Declaration  was  published, 
and  we  do  not  know  wiiat  other  evidence  the  Commis- 
sioners had  before  them.'  That  they  were  in  error  at 
all  may  still  be  doubted.  That  the  error,  if  any,  was  im- 
material,  may  be  seen  by  this, —  the  correction  of  it  does 
not  niter  the  case ;  a  reiisonable  apprehension  of  arrest 
being  as  good  a  justification  of  the  attempt  to  e8oa[>e  (if 
any  justifK^ition  were  oeetled)  as  the  arrest  itself ;  and  a 
cause  for  reasonable  apprehension  having  been  already 
furnished  by  the  Proclamation.  All  that  the  attempt  to 
escape  could  prove  in  either  c^ase  was  that  Ualeigh  did 
not  mean  to  trust  himself  in  the  hands  of  government  if 
he  could  help  it;  and  an  attempt  to  escape  *' before  he 
was  under  guard  "  did  not  prove  this  more  conclusively 
than  an  attempt  after.^ 

Mr.  Gardiner,  on  the  other  hand,  who  has  been  careful 

1  "Before  StucUy"!  arrival  nt  Ptj/momtM,"  are  Mr.  KtlM-anl9'<t  wards.  But  I 
have  ODljr  (o  deal  with  ifae  real  on«a. 

1  TUty  must  have  had  Mioie  kind  of  evidence  thai  be  bad  mcdilated  escape 
before  tho  arrc»t,  bcrauw  In  Uit  prncevding  before  lUe  CommLtgiouen,  sukiii^ 
Ibe  *'  faults  cominitletl  Rince  bl»  v«j  ft^t,"  the  fimt  was  "  bin  purpott  of  0i^^^t 
brjorc  cominAndmmit  laid  ufxm  tiiiit,"  nnri  rlit*  M<4-iind  "  liis  etutedvor  in  Qy 
qfier  ihp  armat  upon  him."  It  U  tnm  thai  he  iltiiiftl  ihe  fmt  chnrjSK,  nvxriinf; 
that  "heMmibt  not  lo  eBca[>o  till  hi»  anvi^t  hy  Sir  l^wlx  Sloclo^."  Bat  It  b 
atill  pofsiblu  that  ihfi  (?4>mmi-«sion<-i>  knew  tietter. 

*  It  ii  to  b«  obM-rved  tliat  ltal>r;tU  bim»|f,  on  (be  KA(Ti>ld,  alludfd  lo  (be 
fact,  almost  in  the  lamc  term*  which  wvre  altcrHartU  nswl  in  tbn  DuL-Iaraliiui, 
wllbout  denying  iU     He  alluded  lo  it  oa  vuc  of  the  facts  wbivli  \;»ve  ibe  RinK 
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to  compHii*  tliH  statements  in  thu  Di^olitrution  with  llie 
tt'stimony  of  imli'priKlent  witneasfis',  ami  concludHs  that 
"it  waa  founded  upon  the  evidence  talcen,**  and  contHins 
nothing  which  the  tiuthora  did  not  believe  to  b«  true,  finds 
nevertht^Icss  aji  en-or  nt  the  bottom  of  it  which  renders 
the  Buperstructiire  "  altogctlmr  false  ils  a  whole."  This 
error  wiis  tliu  assuiuptton  that  Rulegh  did  not  believe  in 
the  exisltiiiee  of  the  mine.  "Stiivttng  from  the  throry 
that  the  mine  wiu  a  mere  Hgmont  of  K:degh*s  imagina- 
tion, they  eonld  not  fail,"  he  says,  **  to  misinterpret  the 
facts  befon^  tliem."  *  I  do  not,  h()Wever*  understand  them 
to  have  adopted  the  thwiry  before  they  looked  at  the 
fiiets  ;  but  to  have  airrived  ut  it  by  way  of  inference  from 
the  facts.  If  the  inference  was  wTong,  they  must  no 
doubt  have  misinterpreted  some  of  them,  but  not  neoea- 
sarily  all,  or  those  which  were  most  material.  I  liave 
already  pxpressed  my  own  opinion  that  the  question 
whi'ther  Kalcgh  did  or  did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of 

"  jml  and  wel)t)ity  rcMon  to  twiieve  "  that  he  litJ  hij  lotnn  plot  with  Frtrnt. 
Kfl  (Isiilffil  llto  plot,  but  nut  llio  fsrt*  wliicli  jaMifiuil  Uie  ■itB|iiciun,  of  wlilcb  Um 
flnl  won  "  lb«(  ttlion  I  carao  Inick  rrntn  Uoiaiia,  <>«•  mif  nrrirnt  ill  Plgmtrnthf  I 
tmifiitortd  to  h'nt  {intteil  (-rcr  in  n  MnuiU  Hark  trt  Uocht-I."  Tbfw.-  nrc  tii«  own 
wnnl*,  fci  nt|«'}rti-il :  an<1  thv  fAL-l  in  by  hiiplk-dtion  ailmittnl.  In  the  l>c«rtani- 
lloti  ilir  itiriiu  r«rt  U  alk-);v4  ut  firovc.  nfii  any  plot  wlib  l-f«nc^,  bill  a  dotire  to 
ttwrttv  ff"m  KnylaiHl;  ttit<(  llifl  worJ-t  »r«j  '*  for  *»n  aJUr  hU  conniHif  to  Pljfm- 
wiilA,  Wfow  bo  »vjii  uiiiirr  Kuard.  A<  tifU  teilh  (he  otnrr  iifn  Ftfjirh  barir," 
8ic.  'rbe  parviithotical  rIatiM!  vras  iri!tert«l  In  <irder  lo  explain  how  it  hippcued 
ihat.  baring  tni**td  lliat  opportunity,  be  found  no  other:  tho  rrivon  ttcing  (but 
ndcMranlf  b«  wa*  better  KU>r«Je(l.  If  U«)o);h  bntt  thonfflit  it  a*  important  «• 
Mr.  F/lwards  doe*  lo  state  that  hi*  attempt  to  escape  wm  conHqiiont  nnttTs  hU 
arrtral  td  ilynioutb  but  on  hit  arreM  by  Sluclcy,  bo  would  aurel/  ban  u- 

pfOMSd  it  *o. 

With  Rf^ard  to  the  cKprnsioa  "  before  b«  was  under  guard  "  —  for  which  Mr. 
Kdwarda  KubaittulM  "  bcfor«  Stuel«r'»  arrival  it  I1yni(>uib  "  (as  if  it  were  an 
efinlrileiil)  — it  ia  to  be  observed  that  he  wun  »o  111  lie  iiTMlvr  ^uanl  at  ibal  llm« 
tbat  accordint;  lo  Ccplain  Kinjr,  as  quoted  by  Oldy»,  "tin  wn*  Munellmea  two 
Ihrw  daye  without  weinf;  Sir  L.  Stiicley  :  "  and  atft^ordinf;  tu  lUlpyli  bim- 

if,  hi  oae  ol  tbw  n>iHirt»  of  hit  latt  *iNx?ib,  Sir  l-<e»l»  "littt  blm  nine  or  Iftn 
9ayt  to  KO  vihcrr  be  bute*).  while  be  n-li?  alwui  ibe  i-nuiitry."  lOldyp,  p.  519.) 
It  la  tlfar  tb^n-fyrt  tbal  in  any  •enw  nf  tba  woMn  Kultahle  lo  tb«  c«iiiaxt, 
Ibouch  >i  WAX  not  Ijefom  Siudey'a  arrival  at  riymoulb,  it  wna  bafon  be  wtn 
*'  imhIi.t  mi«nl." 

1  /*.  C'Adr/M  anU  rA« /?/>.  »fnr.,  I.,  p.  IA9. 
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tlie  mine  is  uompanttively  iminHterml,  —  llit*  material 
qut^tion  being  whether  be  brlievod  that  the  thing  he  was 
guiug  to  do  wiiA  within  tho  Uinite  of  hi8  euinmissum  ;  uucl 
I  cauiiot  iiutlei>»titiid  how  the  ussuiiiption  that  the  miue 
was  a  pretense  shuuld  have  inadu  it  ini{H)siiiblu  tu  I'elate 
truly  what  he  did  m  the  prvtemled  pursuit  of  it.  Hia 
motives  may  Inive  been  misinterprotwl ;  but  if  t!io  evi- 
dence was  fairly  tuk«n  and  duly  wpighi>d,  i)i8  actions  were 
ri'preatMitL'd  con-et'tly  ;  and  it  wjw  with  liis  actioiiSt  not  hia 
nii^tives,  that  thu  law  was  concornud.  But  tu  buliuvu  that 
he  kiiew  —  that  i«,  that  he  thought  ho  know  (for  I  do  not 
understand  Mr.  Gardiner  to  maintain  that  there  was  such 
a  thing)  — of  a  particular  mine  to  be  found  in  a  particu- 
lar pUicc,  is  to  rae  difficult.  In  the  first  place  what  rea»un 
had  he  tu  think  bo?  If  I  undensbind  Mr.  Gardiner  right, 
all  he  knew  about  it  was  this:  In  1595,  Captain  Key- 
mis  was  going  down  the  valley  of  the  Orinoco  with  an 
Indian  guide.  At  a  particular  place  he  obtiervi'd  his 
guide  Htop  uud  make  signs  as  if  he  wiinted  to  show  him 
something.  Supposijig  it  wjls  only  a  waterfall,  he  would 
not  turn  liside,  but  went  on  and  thought  no  mure  about 
it.  The  next  year  he  was  on  the  Orinoco  in  the  same 
region,  with  an  Indian  pilot.  The  pilot  directi-d  his  at- 
tention to  a  spot,  whitih  he  rec<ignized  as  the  same  to- 
wjirds  which  the  other  guide  had  pointed  the  year  before  ; 
and  he  was  now  told  that  thtare  was  a  very  rich  gold  mine 
there.  This  was  in  IJUG  ;  and  Keymis's  report  of  this,  so 
far  as  I  can  learn,  was  all  tliat  Ralegh  ever  knew  of  thu 
inatt»!r.  Now  such  evidence  might  be  motive  enough  to 
an  lulventurous  man  for  »eekiny  a  mine  there  ;  but  waa 
it  enough  to  make  a  man  of  Ralegh's  experience  so  sure 
of  finding  it  that  he  wciuld  etako  reputation  and  fortune 
upon  the  issue  V  It  is  true  that  he  used  language  im- 
plying na  much  ;  but  in  order  to  believe  it  one  must  tako 
a  new  view  of  his  understanding. 

Let  us  suppose,  howevt-r,  that  it  wjis  so.     Let  us  sup- 
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]>o8e  tlmt  upon  Keymis's  report  of  what  hv.  heard  from  the 
Indians  in  loOfi,  Rjilegh  really  ffU.  sure  of  findinj^,  with 
Koyiuifl*H  help,  in  1G17«  ii  vf*ry  rich  guUl  mine  in  a  cerUtin 
pliu!t%  if  he  could  only  got  far  enough  ap  the  river;  and 
let  «3  see  whether  he  ti^iU  tlie  nie;usurt's  xvliich  such  ii  \n^ 
liff  would  naturally  prunipt.  One  such,  according  to  liis 
own  account,  Im  did  t;dce.  He  obtained  from  Keyrais  a 
dfSt'Hption  of  thf  placfi  :  a  dt^scriptiim,  it  s«(>ms,  so  ox- 
act  that  "  a  blind  man  might  iind  it  by  the  marks  set 
down."  ^  But  what  did  he  do  with  it?  Keymis  might 
be  killed  or  die  on  the  way.  He  himself  wiis  not  to  be 
of  the  party.  la  it  conceivable  that  in  an  adventure  u\vn\ 
the  Buoceas  of  which  everything  dear  to  him  depended,  lie 
would  havt*  stMit  a  force  up  the  Orinoco  to  find  that  pu»^ 
ticutar  spot*  withont  a  copy  of  this  description  of  it,  — 
for  the  use,  in  casu  of  Kermis's  death,  of  whoever  might 
succeed  him  in  the  command?  Yet  I  cannot  hear  that  it 
w»8  ever  Been  by  anybody  else,  or  that  he  himscU  Inid 
kepi  any  note  of  it  He  repeattcd  over  and  over  ngiun 
his  aaaertioii  tliat  ^*  such  a  mine  tliere  was,  within  three 
miles  of  S.  Thome."  Tht»  production  of  Keymis's  de- 
scription would  have  been  moi'e  to  the  pur{>ose  tluui  many 
Rsaertions.     Yet  no  such  thing  is  lieartl  of. 

But  tliis  is  not  all.  Keymis  reiiclunl  the  place  withont 
accident,  and  with  an  escort  strong  enough  to  protect  him 
ngainst  any  force  that  might  interfere.  But  he  could  not 
Iind  any  niiutif  and  was  obliged  to  return  empty.  The 
rest  we  learn  from  R)ilegh  himself.  Acconling  to  bim, 
Keymis  after  his  return  continued  to  spejdc  of  thu  mine  tta 
if  there  were  no  doubt  it  was  there,  but  pleaded  in  excuse 
for  coming  away  withont  opening  it  that  it  wouhl  have 
cost  Uw  many  lives  (the  woods  being  (:»ccupiHi.J  by  the  dis- 
'  lodged  Spaniards^, —  that  they  could  not  have  held  it  for 
want  of  victuals,  —  that  to  dis(;over  it,  without  being  able 
to  work  it  and  hold  it  themselves,  would  have  been  to  di»- 


886 


BAUEtUI  AND  KErMIfjt. 


IBfwit  n. 


cover  it  to  tlio  Spiuiirtnla,  —  and  tlu-refore  tliat  l»e  tliought 
it  liettei'  to  prfteud  to  his  own  coiuj>a»iea  tbat  be  couM 
not  find  it.  **  All  which  fiincies,"  procoeda  RuWgh,  "  I 
Tejecte<l,  mid  before  divttrs  of  the  identic  men  diseovered  liis 
ignorunoo;*'  toUl  him  that  he  coidd  hiivH  had  no  difficulty 
ill  finding  the  mine  ;  that  a  hundred  WMight  uf  the  ore  t^i 
Bhow  ihe  King  would  have  been  well  worth  a  hundred 
livi*a  of  such  iia  remHined  nt  the  hind  forces  after  his  son's 
dt^ath  :  and  linully  that  h»  iiiurtt  leave  htm  to  niaku  g>H>d 
his  own  excuae,  for  he  could  not  justify  it.  This,  it  seetna, 
\vi\H  before  company ;  an<l  "  with  this  Keymis  seemed 
greatly  discontented,  and  so  cuntiinieil  divers  days  ;  " 
which  was  natural  enough.  He  employed  those  days  in 
writing  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel  (who  had  been 
one  of.  the  pjitrons  of  the  uxpeditiun),  in  which  ho  ex- 
I'.nsed  himself  by  tho  same  and  other  arguments  for  com- 
ing away  as  he  did  ;  brought  it  to  Halegh  in  his  cabin; 
and  •*  praywl  liim  to  allow  (»f  his  apology.*'  Ifcilegli  re- 
fused. *'  He  had  undone  him  by  his  obstinacy  ;  ho  could 
not  favor  in  ai»y  sort  his  former  folly." 

"He  then  a*iked  ino  whether  that  were  my  liaal  restilmion  ? 
I  told  him  that  it  was.  He  then  replied  in  these  words :  *  1  know 
Uieiif  Sir,  what  course  Lo  take.*  " 

The  course  which  he  took  was  to  retire  to  his  own  cabin 
and  put  himself  to  death. 

Now  if  we  are  to  suppose,  tbat  Keymis  was  conscinns 
of  nothing  worse  than  failure,  without  any  fault  of  his 
own,  in  a  Ic^jitimate  enterprise,  —  if  he  believed,  what  it 
seems  he  was  prepared  to  maintain,  tliat  in  giving  up 
the  search  for  the  mine  (which  he  still  fully  believrd  ti» 
be  there)  he  had  acted  prudently,  —  I  find  it  hard  to 
understand  how  the  discovery  that  Ralegh  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  shonld  ha%'c  driven  him  to  tbat  extremity. 
"  The  truth,"  says  Professor  Napier,  **  would  seem  to  be, 
that  believing  firmly  in  the  existence  of  a  mine  in  tho 
neighborhood  of  St.  Thomiui,  and  being  awakened  by  the 
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it'priiftches  of  his  old  coinnmmJer  to  a  full  »t*nHC  of  llif  ruin- 
ous (.'onsfiiut'uws  of  itB  iion-discovery,  !»<?  \v:i8  pnmiptwl 
liy  a  strong  feeling  of  sluime  and  grief,  arising  fi'ou)  the 
tliought  tlmt  ho  had  too  hastily  alnindoned  the  seaivh,  to 
di-fitroy  himself."*  I  do  not  sjxy  that  this  is  incredible; 
because  the  oomlitiona  of  nn-ntitl  Rinity  are  little  uiuler- 
Btorxl^and  it  may  be  that  the  mortiRcution  of  such  a  reoe|>- 
lion,  added  to  the  mortification  of  the  fiiilnre  itselff  WiiB 
enough  to  ni:)lce  a  inim  mud.  Uut  I  should  lind  the  case 
more  intelligible  if  I  might  snpixtae  that  there  had  been 
!i  private  nndei-standing  between  Ralegh  and  Keymia 
about  the  mine  —  im  nnderBtanding  nnvvritt<>n  und  pou- 
sibly  unsjKjkenf  but  known  tothenmt'lves  —  aiid  that  Ivey- 
mis  thought  he  w;i»  going  to  be  thrown  ovt-r.  Such  an 
underHtanding  W3i«  by  no  means  impot^ible.  So  well  as 
Uiey  knew  esicli  other,  and  so  qniek  as  Ralegh *h  uppre- 
henmon  was,  it  might  (*afiily  have  been  niunitgeil  without 
any  wc»rd.s.  They  l>otli  believed  in  the  ininenil  riehes  of 
the  region.  It  wjts  but  to  **kn(tw  of  "  a  particular  mine. 
ICeymis,  for  Ralegh's  wdce,  might  easily  prctt^nd  to  kiinw 
more  than  he  rejilly  knew.  RaUgli,  for  his  own  sitke, 
might  easily  pretend  to  believe  more  than  ho  really  be- 
lieved. In  tlmt  ctisu  thy  di%tppr>intment  would  be,  not 
that  they  found  no  nune,  but  that  lluty  found  no  riehea, 
mineral  or  other.  And  if  Keymis  found  or  suRpeoted 
th)it  liiilegh  meant  to  throw  tlie  whole  blame  upon  him, 
pretending  that  ho  had  been  himself  deceived,  it  would 
not  be  HO  stranga  if  his  vexation  be<eamu  tragical.  It  is 
not  npcesaary  to  Huppusu  that  Rutegh  intended  tu  ciu'ry 
out  the  threat.  Ho  was  not  prepare*!  for  any  tragical 
isaUG  at  the  time ;  and  ho  had  to  play  before  others  the 
part  of  an  offended  and  disM|>|tointed  eomniander.  Per- 
\u\\v»  he  played  it  a  little  too  wi'U.  Hut  bin  InOiavior  to 
KoymiB,  OS  related  by  himself,  requires  explanation,  and 
itSfeuis  that  it  presented  some<lil1iculty  ;  for  the  evidenuo 
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varies  considerably,  and  tlie  Declumtion  uvt^itls  ull  men- 
tion of  the  I'litimtrdphe. 

But  fnrtber.  If  cvei-j'tlnng  dejw'nded  upon  the  dUcov- 
ery  of  the  mine,  and  the  discovery  of  the  mine  Ue|)ended 
upon  the  :ifcnic:i<!y  of  tliuse  two  obaorvat'iuiis  of  Kvymift 
and  the  tnilh  «(  the  iDiliairs  rcimrt,  is  it  not  strange  that 
the  probul)ilitit*8  of  bucc<*kh  were  not:  nioiv  ciinvasBed  dur- 
ing the  voyage  ?  In  italegh'a  journal  I  do  not  think  the 
mine  is  once  nllurlt*d  to.  And  in  the  letter  from  one  of 
the  CiiptainA,  whii:li  waa  wi*itt4tn  while  piepanitiouB  were 
malcing  fur  the  expfdition  up  the  liver  and  in  a  sjnfit  of 
simguinu  expectjition  of  unbouuih'd  8uecesii,  —  iUfc*  letter 
which  was  publishwl  in  1018  under  the  title  of  "News  of 
Sir  Waiter  UaliMgh,"  —  there  is  not  a  word  from  winch 
one  wouhi  infer  that  the  ubject  of  the  expedition  was  the 
discovery  of  a  mine.  The  writer  evidently  understood  it 
to  bo  the  talcing  posaessioii  of  itii  empire.  The  general 
had  reecivtid,  he  says,  from  Sir  Robert  Dudl«y  — 

"  A  fltron^  assurance  that  yet  there  remaiuiMl,  oui  of  the  hands 
of  nil  tile  KiiiiTfi  aiul  Princes  in  CIirlistendoDi,  in  ihi*  fiotith  purU 
of  Ain(*ric:i,  Um  very  mugaziiie  of  nil  rich  metalH,  luti)  kucIi  an 
empire  as  whosoever  kIiuII  have  the  fortune  to  couquer  it  shall 
80  darken  all  the  aciioiiK  either  of  Oorte*  or  Pescaro,  ihal  noth- 
ing but  poverty  will  !ip[}eur  in  their  deeds,  neither  Mex-ie<>  nor 
Pern  be  worthy  to  he  coni|iJired  with  it,  and  what  Prince  noever 
eliall  possess  it  »hall  he  lord  of  more  gold,  of  a  more  heauLiful 
empire,  and  of  more  oitiee  and  people,  than  either  the  King  of 
Spain  or  (he  great  Turk.  At  this  questionloKS  our  hopes  prom- 
ise that  bU  noble  o.uHh  do  1>cnd :  for  bcinj;  full  us  great,  and  hav- 
ing been  niui-b  greiiti*r  tbun  any  man  whatsoever  of  our  nation 
that  batl)  followed  th^  like  course,  to  what  should  his  great  heart 
look  ?  or  wltat  should  he  detlicato  to  so  gracious  and  merciful  a 
King  as  be  enjoyeth^  but  the  very  top  and  garland  of  all  hero- 
ical  actions?" 

These,  it  Beoms,  were  the  hopes  with  which  he  inspired 
his  followers  ;  and  I  cnnnot  help  thinking  that  he  had 
much  more  faith  in  them  himself  than  in  finding  a  mine 
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of  Blat<»  gold  oro,  a  fixit  and  i\  half  below  the  Burfaou  of 
t4ie  gi'ijuml,  witliin  tliive  inilfs  of  S.  Tboinu. 

His  pro|ji>8:il  to  llie  Lords  uf  ihe  Cuimoil  iii  1011  (^hy 
which  ho  engHged  —  in  o;iae  Keyinia,  after  being  guutxlud 
to  the  plnr(%  should  fail  to  bring  t(i  Kngltmd  Imtf  a  tou 
of  elate  gjild  oit*,  —  to  bvai*  t!ie  wlioK»  cliiirgo  of  the  vx' 
pedition).  ia  indeed  regiirded  by  Pi*ofe88or  Napiei-  (who 
fir»t  jirititiHl  it')  its  "  |»roving  that  ho  wiv»  ivmly  to  stake 
liiR  fortuiM'  ami  libi*ity  uj)on  Keyniis's  kiiowlwlgo  of  the 
existence  of  a  gold  miue  in  tlie  interior"  of  Guiana,  and 
thrn'liy  settling  the  qm*stion  as  to  the  reality  of  bis  mm 
belief  in  audi  a  mine.  I  cunnnt  think  that  it  proves  ho 
tniicli  as  that-  It  proves  only  that  ho  was  rojwly  t*j  Htake 
a  sum  of  nmiiey  equal  lo  ibe  cost  of  the  voyjige —  that  is 
to  the  t^x[>on8ca  juinmt  tin*  pnteet'da  —  upon  th<?  obanee  of 
ICeymiH  Utiiig  able  to  bring  hack  half  a  ton  of  slat*;  gold 
ore.  Nor  did  he  stake  bis  liberty  even  upon  that.  He 
riskinl  nu  liberty.  If  the  adventure  turned  out  well  he 
wiu(  in  have  his  liberty  reJttorL*<l  ;  if  not,  he  was  to  con- 
tinue lis  ho  was.  And  as  to  his  fortune,  ho  did  not  pi'o- 
pose  lo  ri«k  it  upon  that  hope  more  than  he  had  bei'U 
u«h1  to  do  witliout  any  anch  hop*?.  It  would  not  have 
l>een  the  first  voyage  (Imt  luid  bt'uu  niiule  at  hia 
eharges  ;  and  even  if  no  mine  had  Ix-en  discovered,  it 
might  nevL'rtheless  have  been  a  good  one. 

iVs  a  possible  solution  tif  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
meet  us  in  endeavoring  to  Hnd  a  consistent  theory  of  his 
actions,  I  have  sometimes  suspected  him  of  fancjnng  that 
there  wait  a  private  underHlaudiug  between  himself  and 
the  King,  similar  to  that  whiidi  1  ihinU  there  must  really 
have  bern  between  him  and  Kcymis;  an  understanding 
that  bis  assuninces  with  regaiil  to  the  distancR  of  the 
mine  from  all  SpMninli  setth-meitta  were  morely  devices  to 
enable  llie  King  tu  disclaim  all  knowledge  of  the  fact  ;^ 

)   ll  }■  «>tinr|Wni>«  mM  Htnl  fix'  Kmi^  •uii-t  Iim%-»  known  thdt  IUlc;;h  Wfti  cuiiiif 
|ti  invn>lf>  ■  SpittiiiJi   «i-it1 iii_  ttiH-itiiii!  lliA   |>laii  "t  th(>   pxitcililion,  Willi   llm 
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that  be  wjw  to  bring  Imck  ptXK>f8  of  the  riehps  of  the  re- 
gion. g(*tt)ng  them  :i8  he  liest  coiiM,  aiul  if  it  appeared  to 
be  worth  holding  the  King  w:i8  to  chum  it  iifl  his  own  by 
riglit  of  the  cessiitn  t«i  Kiizabelh.  Such  an  ideu  wuuld 
nec»nnt  for  sevunil  Ihiiigs  not  ertsily  accounted  for  other- 
wise ;  amonj*  llie  rMst  for  liis  milking  it  a  nmttcr  of  com- 
plaint that  i\tr  phm  uf  his  voyage  had  Itecn  coinimini- 
cttted  to  tlie  Sp«nish  Government, — a  compl.iint  whitUi 
on  any  other  snppDsition  seems  absurd.  Fur  if  the  King 
nu'jint  in  gr)od  faith  to  allow  no  aggreasion  upon  Spanisli 
territory,  why  should  lie  not  iTifoiin  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  what  territory  tli»'  armed  force  whtoli  he  waa 
semling  uat  wiifl  bound  ?  And  if  the  Spanish  GovornmiMit 
made  use  of  the  information  only  to  strengthoii  tlnrir  own 
defenses  ah»ng  tht'  Hne  of  march, —  which  W;i8  all  that 
Kah'gh  himself  rharged  them  with  doing,  —  what  had  he 
to  complain  of?  If,  however,  we  may  suppose  that  he 
took  the  King  for  his  accomplice  in  a  tre;w-horoua  at- 
tempt to  tjike  the  Si»iiniard8  by  surprise  (and  if  his 
most  admiring  biographent  are  to  be  tru&teiK  it  would 
not  have  been  the  Hrst  timp  that  he  proposed  this  kind  of 
secret  arrangement,  with  bis  soveniign),'  tlie  complaint 

|tliee  wliere  (lie  inia«  was  Mid  u>  b«,hAd  bcin  f  uUjr  explaiofd  to  Mm.  Uui  ibo 
queMinn  i*.  Wtiero  thu  rowii  win  mippofed  u*  he.  Mr.  G&nttnor  (rol.  L.  p.  53] 
hfltt  0  lull);  iioif  upon  >>im  [)uc«tii)n,  ind  comet  to  iho  c«ncliiBiiiii  lh«t  I^«>sli 
"liud  lilt  rvA-xiii  to  lH>liov«  fliBt  there  witt  my  Spanish  vcTrlrxifiit  ihriri  of  a 
¥\wl  tkt  itiL'  iiKinrli  nf  tho  Cnmiii,  fr\'<*nil  mllt's  ((irihcr  nn."  U  M:>('in«  lliai  tticrc 
«M,  or  IiA'l  Wan,  n  tnwn  iNerr,  rjilh'tl  S.  Thome,  hat  itint  ii  tmd  lNM.*n  rvmovoil 
to  a  place  nimiv  lp*;,'t.(r«i  lower  down  the  river.  "  Diit,"  hv*  Mr.  lionliii^r, 
"  ihe  wholff  of  the  vritUncv  upon  lUIifirh's  voyago  is  uniii'ellijobli;,  iinl&iA  It  U 
■•(milted  that  lifi  knew  inilliinu  of  tb«!  cliniiiTc  of  nllo  wti^n  he  iiailod  from  Unit- 
land  in  Ifil7."  Tin-  rva*<iniii){  is  not  conclii'<i%'B  t<t  ma  (wc  my  iinic,  p.  SM)!* 
far  a«  RiiUtfh't  k(U'wl«Ji;»r  i«  timi-crncii.  It  Mt-ms  to  mv  prfil«iM"»  tliol  brfort  h<» 
Ifft  Rii^lnnd  litt  dill  knuw  that  xUerv  wn»  a  Spanish  tnwti  iif.-ir  rhi>  pf^rt'  wlivra 
|i«  tH-lkvitl  (h«  minu  to  b«.  Uut  I  du  not  kuppowo  Ihnt  lir  told  ihr>  KiiiK  m. 
fn  laying  Ih*  plan  nf  liis  |iropo««d  voya^*:  linturu  Uin  Kini;,  whut  t\w»\A  pravfnt 
htm  ffiHli  leaviii;;  S.  Thoniv  when-  it  fi>riu«rly  wji«,  ut  Hit!  mouth  of  thw  C«nJt»i, 
and  placing  'h?  niin«>  whcr«  Ki>>-nii*  wviit  for  it,  inaiiv  I><m;;ii<<»  Iwdnw  '(  Tli<m^ 
IUlc£h  wa*  not  Ilki-ly  |o  be  iKfioraiit  f.f  a  iiiailtr  w  tlciply  rrtiin'nitiijr  him, 
Ibc  Kiiit;  un«  fuit  lik-ly  in  know  luiyiliiiim'  abmii  i(.  Why  >diimht  h«? 
»  'rhc  priiiii.-al  iimiltf  by  Sir  Humphrey  Uilbvrt  lu  Quoeii  KltxatMtlt  In  1577  — 
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(aa  from  him)  would  be  ititolligible.  That  il  shuutJ 
buvo  bfiMi  lulopted  and  ccliocd  by  no  many  Eiiglifth  writ- 
I'l-B  of  i-epiilati'iii,  who  do  n<it  suspoct  any  suoh  conapir- 
iwy,  and  Umt  HuniuTi  hiinwjlf  bIiouUI  be  one  of  thtMn,' 
roiniiina  a  inyatt'ry  upon  any  supposition ;  and  one  of 
wliich  I  ciinnot  Riitjg.'st  any  plansibU-  ©xpliiiiation. 

The  popidar  jiiilymi.'nt  upon  Itjdcgh'a  exi?culion  is  more 
intelligible,  though  hardly  more  just.     His  offense  was 

trhidi  Mr<  St.  Jolm  liflirrnt  to  liftvvi  Ifuen  <lnimi  up  br  ttAlpgh,  tbrit  •  yomli 
of  twrnty-ltre  — bon  «>  •Cr»ii^  u  rc-*rnil>Uiu'e  tn  thi^  thnt  bin  sccounl  nt  it  ia 
wnrtb  r|iii>1int;.  **Tl)c  '  Oienmrsu,*  in  (br  mo^t  ilcbnnriair  manner,  lakcj  it  Inr 
cranlinl  ihKl  our  Knvi'rninetit  wnuM  (•ntortnin  no  Ewriipl(>  to  lake  a  Irftf  oot  nf 
(bo  book  of  Ibe  Jtittiil,  jmivitlod  U  caiibl  Ik*  uimblcil  (n  ahi^bl  itttU  tmm  mule- 
rial  ill  ciinMri|iiriii>r9 Wilbout  miicb  [trifii^c,  Hik  writer  oatcm  upon  bin 

|iroJ0c1,  whlt'li  H  fur  httr  5ltjtv>ty  \»  tit  ottt  ft  fleet,  ostensibly  for  iliKfoverv 
ftlonv.  ti  {*  lu  riiii«[«c  ot  I  f«w  tbipt.  And  iboto  niAnnrtl,  trntoil,  unil  vi«'ii«ll«>l 
roti(i>rmnbly  to  it*  i>b)sel  ;  but  ftt  a  ^ircn  litlitnda  oiitho  ocean,  tliin  hArmli'Ki 
l(|iuiilroit  in  tf>  fnll  In  with  a  morv  formJ<Ultl«  arniuintnt,  cquipfwil  Ami  "cut  nut 
Mervll/,  with  «  furxc  of  tlvt-  or  »JT  (liou»ftoil  men  on  bonrd.  ....  Tbc  S|Hin*k 
iarilk,  FranHi,  «tid  I'urriiffufM  rni|>l<)yc>(l  k  Urvit  portion  of  (heir  ibipfiine  in  th« 
RMiwIo*  (if  Newfoiitullaiid.  On  r«arhinf]  die  banbf.  It  was  ctulf)iuur,v  fur  I  ho 
tfTvwi  to  tikv  to  tbitlr  buntt.  or  ro  on  thnrc  lu  cun  thrlr  fiFh,  IcAvini:  «  few 
liit(Hl>  on  b<Mtrd  rA(l)cr  n*  «(«i(liii<l-4  thtn  u  drfcndor*.  Knowlnj:  tliin,  Kalv^lt'i 
plan  wfl<  Id  tiiak<^  a  »i)d'l'in  itn<il)  at  three  unprolcctrd  v«m<'I*,  ttkc  puiix^ralon 
of  thtm  wlUi  itit-ir  l»idiii;^s,  ri.*[iirn  to  Knrf>p*',  «nd  ili-jKiwof  the  whole  In  the 

ftnrl«.of  ll-itlmi-l  ind  i^rftlnii') With  tlip  fimil*  tlmi  nbiBinrd,   Italr(;b 

raircfstrd  tbftl  t»||brn  and  be  (BiKht  ht  rmpowt'ird  to  lU  nut  a  lftTi;cr  flpft.  with 
which  b*"  pfr»iiftdrd  hlmsoU  it  wniUl  l>"  prjictirjibln  lo  rnnijiirr  th'^SpanitU  po»- 
»**ston»  in  AnirrlfA.  ....  '  If  your  llifibnt."*  wlH  p«"nnit  mr,  wiili  inj- ansoci- 
■te»/  he  Mr<  *  ^lihcr  openly  or  wvertly  to  perform  the  wi  enlrrpriw,  tbcn  with 
itiv  ffiint  tbrrvol  ibrro  njAy  etiily  U'  Mmh  a  conn»t*nt  rrmipBTiy  lnin«porf«l  to 
the  Wwt  lndi«  •»  n»«y  be  ftble  not  only  lo  di^potw^ihr  Spaniard*  ihifrenf,  but 
■Im  tn  po*«ir«  y.iur  \|Ajr*ty  And  iho  rvalm  th»fr^with.*  ....  To  throw  dwt 
Inio  the  cy<*»  of  8p»in,  KlirjklM-rh  wn«  to  AlYivt  murh  iMdl(n»oti''n  At  ihwd  advvn- 
inwo,  whom  fbr  wn*  to  di*cla[m  And  drnoiiiiro  A"  plr»lc.«,  or  d>!»crd»e  a?  *cr- 
VAtils  of  tb«  rrimr  of  OrntiKf .  Tlw  Admimlo  who  <'niin(«nAn<'»d  or  •orntfrrf 
tb^m  WIT*  lo  Ikfi  iinprtMiniid,  And  cnnMrAlly  evrrytbitig  wah  to  ba  done  wbirb 
niitchi  acriHin  ibA  tfiivt^nilMfnl  from  thd  charj;ii  of  adlunioii  wiiU  th«  infrin{n.<r« 
fif  ill*  (Tvaly."  tSt.  .foAn'i  Li/i.  »/ Hir  W>iUcr  fttUrjh,  vol.  i.,  p.  33.  |f  br  bad 
AMtimHl  lliAi  KII?.Abitih  would  Appriit'r  of  i>ucb  a  prttcrcdin^.  And  oblAJncil  rmm 
h«-r  a  r>nnMii»*lon  limjtod  In  porpi»fit  of  |i«arnfiil  diarnvvry,— pr«tt>ndtng,  In 
nnUr  tn  I.         '  '    >r  xf  aII  r(ini|<lli-i(r,  UiAt  bi^  nliji-rt  wu.>  ili'iitvrry  ftlnne,  — 

tlin  Iwtt  '  -iild  ItAvn  bifii  III  aII  ibe  mAln  tuntun*  i'lmiioil. 

1  "TloTi  ■-  1 1 1^1  t-M^iMi  to  MMpffli  tbni  b«  iH'imyvd  the  ■i't-rvt  of  lU)«gli'< 
vfiya£«  In  (iondoiiiar,  btJoM  b«  Milnl."  CntutUntUmni  Jtliti>tf,  vol.  i.,  (i. 
4Mt  niV«. 
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Agiiinftt  Spuin.  The  Bame  feeling  wliich  il  few  months 
bcforo  hud  iiuulo  a  London  mob  demand,  in  thf?  iiamo 
of  justice,  th:it  a.  Spaniard  who  had  uecIdenUdly  ridvlun 
over  a  child  shouhl  be  given  up  to  them,  and  tiisposed  a 
London  magistracy  to  lot  a  riotous  attempt  to  hn'uk  into 
the  house  and  dnig  him  out  paw  without  inquiry,  —  this 
Burne  feeling  made  the  punislimenl  of  an  Eiigltslinian,  for 
merely  pilhiging  and  burning  a  Spanish  town  in  South 
Amenca,  seem  hice  an  outrageous  injuatice.  The  unfor- 
tunate circumstance  which  fr»rbade  a  formal  trial  and 
made  it  niH'essai-y  (in  tin*  opinion  of  the  highest  legal  au- 
thorities) to  proceed  under  the  existing  sentence  (which 
was  for  other  matters)  or  not  at  all,  was  not  eaay  for  or- 
dinary people  to  nndei'stand,  and  gave  plausihility  to  the 
assertion  that  tlie  punishment  was  inflicted  u]>on  a  fidHc 
pretense,  and  that  the  real  motive  was  to  give  satisfac- 
tion to  the  Spaniards.  Even  those  graver  writers  who 
can  sec  that  an  oltenso  had  been  committed  which  had  no 
right  to  pass  unpunished,  have  been  unable  to  get  over 
this  circumstance.  Lord  Maeaulay  ft]>eak8  of  the  exe- 
cution as  **  an  act  whieh,  if  donr.  in  a  proper  YHaanrr, 
miffht  have  been  drft'nitU'le  ;  bnt  which,  under  all  the_cir- 
cumstaueea,  must  be  considered  a  dastardly  murder," ' 
"To  such  a  pass  had  James  brought  hiujaelf,'*  aaya  Mr. 

Gardiner *^  He  had  suffered  himself  to  float  down 

the  stre.am  ....  till  it  was  impossibU*  to  pujiinh  an  of- 
fender without  |»erpetrating  what  can  hardly  be  dignified 
with  the  title  of  a  judicial  murdt*r."''  *'  Ralegh  ttiight  be 
amenable  to  puuinhmfnt,^'  says  Hallani,  **  for  the  decejition 
by  which  he  had  obtained  a  comuiibsi'in  that  ougltt  nwer 
to  have  issued ;  but  the  nation  could  not  help  seeing  in 
his  death  the  sjicrificp.  of  the  bravest  and  most  renowned 
of  Englishmen  to  the  vengi»ance  of  Spain."*  *'  Had  Ra- 
legh been  pardoned  whou  ho  was  liberated,"  says  Pro- 
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feasor  NapitT,  He  miffht  fuwe  been  hronjiht  to  Irial  in  some 
competent  form,  anil  tlio  liiw  would  hiivo  vinflieiited  itself 
by  luaintutning  both  }fu!  reality  and  the  appearance  of 
Juaticf.  His  execution  upon  the  antiqutited  seutence  is 
unquestionably  one  of  tlie  most  n'voltiag  acta  that  stains 
the  annuls  of  Hritish  criminitl  proo«'<|iire.  It  is  ao  far 
cnnsolotory  to  know  tliat  the  intlignution  whioh  it  rouaeil 
reduced  even  JitTness  the  great  advocate  of  irn.'sponaiblt' 
kingship,  to  tin;  neoeftsity  of  upix?uling  to  his  people  in 
vindication  of  his  conduct,  and  that  bis  vindicatory  **  Dec- 
laration," thoiifFh  uided  by  the  pt»n  of  Lord  Bacon,  pro- 
duced no  favorable  effects.  A  sentence  of  condemnation, 
founded  tipon  the  inboru  and  immutable  feelings  of  the 
huniHU  htsirt,  hud  gone  forth  a^iinst  him  ;  and  it  waa 
rendered  irrevrrsiblc  by  the  general  belief  that  Uah.'gh'a 
life  Tvas  sacrificed  to  j^ratify  the  n'sentment  and  to  ap- 
pease tlie  fears  of  the  nncieut  enemy  of  his  country." 

As  a  description  of  whut  was  gunenUly  felt  about  the 
caae,  I  Iiave  no  exception  to  take  to  these  atalenuiuia ; 
bat  I  cimnot  think  they  repn-sent  at  all  truly  what  the 
case  wjis  :  and  if  the  writers  shan-d  the  feeling  winch 
they  describe  (as  it  seems  they  diil),  they  must  \n  my 
opinion  have  failed  to  distinguish  the  appuamnce  from 
thy  ruidity.  In  wliat  sense  can  the  execution  bo  cnlled  or 
likened  to  a  murder?  It  was  not  jigainst  law.  It  was 
done  jmblicly,  with  all  judicial  fctrina  and  sanctions,  after 
careful  inTestigation,  upon  gromida  wliich  were  openly 
declared  and  avowed,  and  w;i8  thought  by  those  who  did 
it  to  be  an  act  of  justice.  There  is  not  the  Ifaat  reiiaon 
to  suppose  that  the  aiiniinistration  of  justice  in  the  mat- 
ter was  in  any  way  tampered  with  or  deceived  or  over- 
swayed.  It  may  be  Raid  that  the  verdict  upon  the  old 
case  WHA  nnjuHtn  that  the  opini(jn  of  tin;  legal  nuthoritiea 
upon  the  new  rjise  was  eiToneous,  that  the  advice  of  the 
council  was  bad  when  they  agree*!  that  the  King  might 
••  with  justice  and  honor  give  warrant  for  execution  upon 
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llie  former  attfiindvr."  It  nifiy  be  said  that  tho  Gxecution 
wna  unjustitiablu  by  law,  by  rvason,  <>v  by  hinnaiiity. 
Hut  it  oaunut  bo  said  that  it  bad  any  rufieiitbliiitoH  to  tiiiy- 
ihing  that  is  Hif'ant  by  the  word  murder.  NVitlicr  can  it 
with  any  propriety  be  calliid  **uu  execution  upon  thw  an- 
tiqiiat^^d  sentence,"  if  by  that  be  meant  an  oxecutioi»  on 
account  of  thu  old  ofTense.  It  was  perfectly  well  under- 
stood  that  the  old  offensti  had  nolluiig  to  do  with  it.  The 
old  sentenc.ti  Iiup[>ont'd  to  ataud  lit  the  way  nf  h  trial  f*>r 
the  new  offense :  the  lawyers  did  not  know  how  a  man 
under  attainder  for  treason  pould  be  legally  punished  at 
uU  exce]>t  by  uBtn^  the  ix>wer  which  tim  attiunder  liad 
put  into  the  KingH  liunda.  It  may  bo  said  tluit  thio  watt 
a  foolish  scrupli*,  or  that  it  Wiis  bjul  law.  But  it  was  the 
real  rea&on  wliy  Kalegh  was  not  n-gularly  tritnl  for  acta 
of  hostility  commitWd  against  persons  who  were  iu  amity 
with  Enghmd.  And  it  was  for  such  acts,  not  for  treason, 
that  ho  was  exocuted.  Nor  can  it  be  objoetcd  that  the 
execution  took  him  by  surprise-,  and  thereby  ofTended 
against  that  principle  of  justice  which  forbids  to  punisli 
without  warning,  lie  had  beon  fully  warneil  before  ho 
Btartetl  that  hu  held  his  life  on  suffer.inccs  and  that  if 
ho  abused  his  rnmniission  the  sutTeranco  would  be  with* 
drawn.  Nor  wiia  it  witlidriiWH  without  full  inquiry, 
Q,uite  as  much  pains  weru  taken  to  aso^rtuin  that  he  w:ls 
guilty  as  would  have  been  taken  by  way  of  preparation 
for  nn  indictinent  in  the  oixliiiary  form.  PntUibly  n)ore, 
Kor  ho  had  the  advantiige  of  hearing  the  whole  charge, 
with  the  evidem*e,  set  forth  in  order:  and  of  giving  his 
answera  point  by  jHiint*  Nor  again  was  there  any  room 
for  doubt  about  the  material  fiiots.  The  question  is  only 
what  punishment  w;us  duo  to  the  acts  of  which  he  wits  ac- 
cused :  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  had  been  committed. 
In  the  face  of  all  this,  to  call  It  an  "execution  ujwn  tho 
antiquated  sentence  "  seems  to  be  a  gross  miarepresentA- 
tion  of  the  spirit  of  the  whole  transaction.     Can  it  with 
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more  justice  be  nivULMl  ii  fuicrilioo  to  tbo  vengeance  oE 
Spain?  The  ofTunsL*  was  an  offonse  A^iiiat  tlie  l:iw  of 
nntions,  and  Sii-iiit  was  Uic  imtion  injured.  *H'>ltt'i)se(i 
agHitist  the  hiw  r>f  nations/*  &;\v»  BUickslonis  without 
any  rcfotenoi.t  to  tiio  ciise  of  Riilcglif  '*  ouii  nirely  bo  tlie 
objeot  of  the  rrlminul  law  of  tiny  |>:irticulur  st4ito.  For 
ofTvnses  against  this  l.wv  are  principally  incident  to  whulu 
state-8  or  nations  :  in  which  case  recourse  can  only  bo 
had  to  war ;  which  is  an  appoal  to  the  God  of  hosts  tti 
punish  such  infractions  of  public  faith  as  are  committed 
by  one  indepiMident  people  iigninsfc  another;  neither  sbtti: 
having  any  supt'rior  jiivisdiction  to  resort  to  upon  earth 
for  justice.  But  when*  the  in<Iividnals  of  any  stat«  vio- 
late this  general  law,  it  is  then  thu  inLeresb  as  welt  lis  the 
duty  of  the  government  under  which  they  live  to  ani- 
madvert upon  thorn  with  a  becuming  severitVi  that  the 
peace  of  the  world  may  be  maintained.  Fur  in  vain  would 
nations  in  their  colli'ctlve  capacity  observe  those  universal 
rules,  if  private  subjocta  were  at  liberty  to  bivalc  them  at 
their  own  discretion,  and  involve  the  two  states  in  a  war. 
It  M  therf/ortt  inciimhent  upon  the  iiation  injured^  Jir»t  to 
demand  sat  iff  act  ion  andjuiticti  to  be  dimr.  nn  the  offender 
by  ike  utate  to  which  kc  belonffg  ;  and  if  t hit  be  tifuied  or 
neglected^  the  aovenitja  than  avows  himie{f  an  aceompliee 
or  abettor  of  kU  nubft-rt^i  crime.,  ami  draws  upon  his  com- 
munity the  i-alaraity  of  foreign  war."  '  If  this  bo  admitted 
f(»r  sound  doctrine,  we  have  only  to  subslitnto  the  partic- 
ular for  llie  gi'nend  e-use,  and  we  shall  find  that  it  was 
inonmbent  nn  Spain  to  demand  satisfaction  and  justice  to 
l»e  done  on  linlegh  by  England;  that  a  rufus:il  or  neglect 
to  comply  with  the  demand  would  have  been  an  avowal 
by  the  King  of  England  that  ho  wiui  an  accomplice  and 
abettor;  aud  that  if  a  war  followed  lie  would  be  respon- 
sible for  it.  And  this,  aa  far  n»  I  can  sec,  was  pn'jMsely 
tbo  view  James  took  of  the  oaae,  aud  upon  whiL-li  ho  con- 
1  Cbminrmtarit*^  Book  iv.,  c  ft. 
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sisleutly,  openly^  Hrid  boncfltly  iict«d  tliri)nghout ;  know- 
ing wl'II  enough  that  he  waa  nmkiiig  a  mirrificr,  but  be- 
lieving that  it  W1I3  a  Siicrilice  whicli  justice  ilemiimleil  of 
hlin.  Fur  this  is  snrfily  the  tnie  and  natural  interprettv- 
tion  of  that  lettt.^r  which  lias  80  ufti-n  bui'ii  t]tiot(*tl  h-s  con- 
taining an  a^lmission  of  the  contrary.  ^' Tho  justness  of 
that  belief,"  proceeds  Professor  Napier,  —  meaning  the 
belief  tlint  Riilt^gh's  life  w-.ia  sacviliced  to  gnitify  the  th- 
sentment  and  appease  the  fears  of  Spnin,  —  "is  placed 
beyond  all  question  by  u  fh-apatcJi  written  up<in  the  ocoa- 

sioii  to  the  firitish  ambassador  in  Spain *  Let  them 

know,'  says  this  dpiipatoh,  how  able  a  man  Sir  Wnlt*?r 
Kalegh  was  to  have  done  bis  Majesty  service,  if  he  should 
have  heen  pleased  t<j  employ  him  ;  i/et  to  tfive  them  con- 
trnt  he  hath  not  8/mrfd  him,  ir/wn  by  preiervintj  him  he 
might  have  pivtn  great  tati^action  to  hh  iubfeetg,  and 
hiul  at  his  command  as  useful  a  man  as  served  any  prince 
in  Christendom.'  *'  ^  The  same  passiige  hud  been  pre- 
viously quoted  by  Jarflino  with  the  following  counnent : — 

"Thp  ahoiuiiiahU  injustice  of  t^xoi-utiiig  a  man  for  pnlitifail 
purposes  was  uot  wilhout  many  parallels  in  the  reigns  nf  his 
predecessors ;  but  the  singular  ainl  peculiar  ba^fMieiat  of  pros- 
trating the  law  of  England  to  the  will  of  a  foreign  [Hiwor.  of  thi- 
liveriftg  tilt!  fiword  of  Kngli<<h  juiiticu  iulo  die  lutnd  of  llir  ICln^ 
of  Spniu.  to  eiiublu  him  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  an  Kugli^li 
subject,  and  destroy  one  of  Lfac  most  diMtiuguished  men  of  the 
age>  was  reservetl  for  a  monarch  so  menu  aud  putilluuiuious  as 
Jamef)  the  Firet."* 

I  give  these  comnienta  entire,  that  they  may  bo  com- 
pared with  the  general  doctrine  of  public  wrongs  above 
quoted.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  .Iurdine*a  censure  ap- 
plies to  the  course  of  proceeding  prt^icribed  by  Bhtck- 
stoue  in  the  general  case,  quite  n-s  exactly  as  to  the  pro- 
ceeding pursued  by  James  in  this  particular  case.  But 
an  analogous  c:ise  on  a  smaller  sc;de,  having  the  sanction 

1  EJin.  Rev.,  Ap.,  1840,  p.  M.  9  Criwimal  TriaU,  ).,  p.  sao. 


i 


IC17-1B.]  ttAI.E<.;H'8  OWN  WAY  IN  A  LrKE  CASK. 


347 


^^      IlOll 


^ 


of  a  mnii  who  caiinot  be  suapected  of  a  dispuHition  to 
prnslTiitt!  England  to  Spftin,  will  perliupa  be  more  easily 
underatomt  and  will  ht*Ip  us  tu  a  justcr  judgment. 

When  Kalcgh  touched  at  Gumem  on  his  way  to 
Guiaua,  and  lits  ships,  being  aiisUikeii  (or  Turkish  pi- 
rates, were  shot  at,  he  took  measures  to  satisfy  the 
Governor  that  thoy  were  Christians  luid  wanted  uotliiii^ 
but  water.  The  Governor  replied  that  in  lliat  case  **  he 
would  willingly  afTord  as  much  as  they  were  pleased  to 
take^  if  he  might  be  assured  they  would  not  attempt  the 
town  and  spoil  it,  with  the  chui-ches  and  other  religious 
Iiouses,  nor  destroy  the  gardens  nor  fruits/* 

**  I  retaniC4l  bim  my  answer  that  I  would  give  him  niy  &ith 
the  word  of  ihii  Kiii;;  of  (lr»'at  Britain,  my  sovereigu  Lortl, 
it  the  people  of  the  town  aihI  island  should  act  lose  bo  much 
as  Olio  grape ;  and  if  any  of  my  oonipany  did  take  from  thorn, 
were  it  bnt  an  orange  or  grape«  without  paying  for  it.  I  wouM 
laako  hioi  un  example  to  tlio  real  and  hjuig  hiiu  up  iu  iliu  »iar- 
ket^ploce;* 

So  far  Ralegh's  position  towards  the  Spanish  Governor 
was  exai:tly  analogous  to  that  of  Jamos  towards  the 
Spanish  Government,  .lames  had  in  like  manner  given 
bis  faith  to  the  Spanish  Govonnnent  that  lijilegh  should 
not  take  from  tliem  any  of  their  property  ;  and  that  if  he 
did,  he  should  be  either  beheade<t  in  England  or  given 
up  with  all  his  spt-tils  to  Spain.  And  if  the  panillel  ends 
there,  it  is  only  heonuse  none  uf  Rjilegh^s  eompanv  dar*?d 
to  incur  the  penalty.  Hut  suppose  one  of  them  had  taken 
something  without  pitying  for  it,  and  Ralegh  had  been  as 
good  as  hia  word, —  had  made  him  an  example  and  hung 
him  up  in  the  market-place :  in  what  respect  would  bis 
position,  with  regard  to  that  man,  have  been  different 
from  the  King's  position  with  regard  to  himself?  He 
would  have  executed  an  Englishman  for  im  offense  com- 
mitted against  Spaniards.  To  give  content  to  a  Spanish 
jovemor,  he  would  liavo  sacriliced  a  man,  whose  preser- 
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vation  (I  will  answer  for  it)  would  have  given  great  si\t- 
i»f:iL'tion  to  his  company.  WouUl  he  havt;  lieim  deliver- 
ing the  sword  of  English  Justice  into  the  hmid.s  of  the 
goveruor  of  Qoinei*a,  and  coiumitting  a  dastardly  mur- 
der? 

State  the  facts  simplyf  and  it  will  be  seen  that  in  both 
cases  there  ia  a  sacrifice,  but  it  is  made  to  the  demands 
of  Justice.  Ralegh  had  been  guilty  of  a  gross  outrage ; 
for  which  (against  whomsoever  committed)  punishment 
was  due.  The  outrage  had  been  oommitted  against 
Spain  ;  and  since  the  prosecution  of  injuries  is  naturally 
regarded  as  belonging  more  especially  to  the  party  in- 
jured, Spain  (in  that  character)  demands  justice;  iiot 
injustice,  but  justice.  King  James  admits  that  the  de- 
mand cannot  be  justly  refused,  though  he  is  sensible  that 
it  will  cost  him  much  to  comply.  He  must  lose  one  of 
his  ablest  subjects,  and  incur  great  odium  from  the  rest. 
Still  the  SpiiniardH  have  a  right  to  demand  the  sacrifice, 
and  accordingly  it  is  made.  To  give  them  content,  he 
does  not  spare  him,  though  by  preserving  him  he  might 
give  great  sutisfuotiuu  to  his  subjects.  Invert  the  case 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  but  doing  as  we  would  be 
done  by.  Suppose  some  Spanish  adventuriT,  abusing  a 
commission  from  the  King  of  Spain,  had  landed  in  Vir- 
ginia, attacked,  pillaged,  and  burned  down  one  of  our  set- 
tlemi-nta  thci*e;  killed  the  governor,  dLspei*8ed  the  inhab- 
itants, carried  off  papers,  goods,  and  treasure.  Would 
not  our  ambassador  have  been  ordered  to  demand  the 
punisliment  of  that  man  ?  Wonld  not  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment have  been  bound  to  comply?  Should  we  not 
have  been  justified,  if  they  refused,  in  going  to  war  upon 
that  quarrt'l  ?  Still,  if  they  had  complied  (especially  if 
at  the  oust  of  unpopularity  and  discontent),  it  would  no 
doubt  have  been  for  our  sake,  not  for  their  own  —  in  jus- 
tice to  us,  not  themselves  —  that  they  would  have  done 
it.     And  Ualcgh  in   like  manner,  if  he  had  had  to  bang 
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an  orange  stealer  in  the  market-place  of  Goinera,  would 
bave  done  it,  not  to  piciiso  himself  and  his  compiuiy,  but 
iu  justice  to  the  owner  of  the  orange. 

But  the  truth  is  that  the  real  justification  of  the  pun- 
ishment in  all  ihvae  cuacs  in  not  the  SiLtittfuction  of  this 
party  or  tluit,  but  the  necesaitj'  of  preventing  breaches 
of  faitii  between  nations — that  faith  without  which  there 
i.'auDot  be  either  (>caccful  commerce  or  intcrchungii  of 
oHicea  (»f  humanity.  Wliy  could  not  Ralegh  approach 
Gomera  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  wator,  without  an 
cxehaiige  of  cannon-shot  ?  Heeause  they  could  not  trust 
him  not  to  sack  the  town  if  he  landed.  If  his  own  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Orinoco  had  been  allowed  and  upheld,  no 
armed  English  sliip  could  have  been  trusteti  within  reach 
of  any  Spanish  town,  and  |>eacuful  commerce  would  have 
been  at  an  eud.  Indeeii  the  very  excuao  which  ta  set  up 
for  him  —  namely,  that  "  no  peace  beyoud  the  line  '*  waa 
the  creed  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up  —  is  the  best 
justiticiition  of  the  severity.  No  one  could  be  brouglit  up 
in  that  creed  afterwards.  No  one  could  either  deceive 
himself  or  offer  to  defend  another  by  pretending  that  ex- 
cuse for  an  act  of  unprovoked  and  unannounced  hostility, 
and  the  pillage  and  ruin,  without  warning  and  without 
conditions,  of  a  peaceful  and  unoffending  community. 

Though  the  popular  dissatisf^iction  with  the  execution 
of  Halegh  waa  no  doubt  ver)*  general  at  the  time;  and 
thougb  the  renif^mbrance  of  it  afterwards,  as  the  un- 
pojmhir  negotiations  with  Spain  went  on  but  did  not 
prosper,  helped  materially  to  untune  the  relations  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  nation ;  it  was  not  imme- 
diately followed  by  any  threatening  demonstmlions  of 
discontent;  luid  Uaeun  socms  to  bave  thought  that  the 
only  serious  danger  which  then  threatened  the  crown 
was  the  condition  of  the  finances.  Under  tikis  imprea- 
sion  ho  had  seliK'ted  as  the  fittest  New  Year's  gift  fur 
the  King  on  this  occasion  an  account  of  his  revenue.    I 
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have  not  sucreiMled  in  finding  any  trentine  answering  the 
deacriplion  :  and  aa  it  waa  still  only  an  intention,  it  may 
perhaps  have  remained  in  that  Btiit«  and  not  prown  into 
anything  betU'r.  That  he  should  not  have  hcen  able  to 
have  it  ready  at  the  exnct  time  when  it  might  be  used 
to  serve  and  dignify  the  office  of  a  new  year's  compli- 
ment, ia  easy  to  understand.  But  it  was  an  intention  at 
aoy  rate  sufficiently  mature  to  be  formally  announced  to 
the  King  himself,  and  the  letter  in  which  he  aimounced 
it,  still  extant  in  his  own  hand,  is  here  printed  from  the 
original  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

to  the  king. 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Ma.testy, — 
I  do  many  times  with  gladness  and  for  a  remedy  of  my 
other  labors,  revolve  in  my  mind  the  great  happiness 
which  God  (of  his  singular  gorMlness)  hath  accumulated 
upon  your  Majesty  every  way  ;  and  how  complete  the 
same  would  be,  if  the  state  of  your  means  were  once  roo* 
tified,  and  well  ordered.  Voiir  People  militar  and  obedi- 
ent; fit  for  war,  used  to  peace.  Your  Church  illtghtened 
with  good  preachers,  as  an  heaven  of  stars.  Your  Judges 
learned,  and  learning  from  you;  just,  and  just  by  your 
example.  Your  Nobility  in  a  right  diatance  between 
crown  and  people ;  no  oppressors  of  the  people,  no  over- 
sluidowers  of  the  crown.  Your  Council  full  of  tribute  of 
care,  faith,  and  freedom.  Your  gentlemen  and  justices 
of  peivce  willing  to  apply  your  royal  mandates  to  the 
nature  of  their  several  countries,  but  ready  to  obey- 
Your  servants  in  awe  of  your  wisdom,  in  hope  of  your 
goodness.  The  fields  growing  every  day  by  the  improve- 
ment and  recovery  of  grounds,  from  the  desert  to  the 
garden.  The  city  grown  from  wood  to  brick.  Your 
sea-walls  or  pomcerium  of  your  island,  surveyed  and  in 
edifying.  Your  merchants  embracing  the  whole  compass 
of  the  world,  east,  west,  north,  and  south.     The  tiniest 
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give  you  peaces  and  yet  offer  you  opportunities  of  action 
abroad.  An<i  Uistly,  your  excellont  royal  issue  entailetU 
these  blessings  and  favors  of  God  to  descend  to  all  pos- 
terity. 

It  restoth  therefore  that  God  having  done  so  great 
tilings  for  ymir  Majesty  nnd  you  for  others,  you  would 
do  so  nitich  for  yourself,  as  to  go  through  (according  tu* 
your  beginnings)  with  the  rectifying  and  settling  of  your 
eittuto  of  means,  wliich  only  is  wanting.  Hoc  rebut  dtfuii 
unum, 

I  therefore,  whom  only  love  and  duty  to  your  Majesty 
and  royul  line  hath  made  a  iinancien  do  intend  to  present 
unto  your  Majesty  a  perfect  book  of  your  estate,  like  a 
prospeetive  glass,  to  draw  your  estate  neiiror  to  your 
sight;  beseeching  your  Majesty  to  conceive,  that  if  I 
have  not  attained  to  do  that  that  I  would  do  in  this 
which  is  not  proper  fnr  me,  nor  in  my  element,  I  shall 
muke  your  Majesty  amends  in  some  other  things  in 
which  I  am  better  bred.  God  ever  preaerve  and  prosper 
your  M. 

Tour  Ma.  servant 
moat  humble  obliged  and  devoted 

Kb.  Vebui^am. 

SJaanar.  1618. 
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CHAPTEK  1. 

A.  D.  1619-1620.      JANUAKY-JUNB.      ^I'AT.  69. 

The  Quekn,  who  bad  been  suffering  from  dropsy 
sinctj  the  beginning  of  the  year,  dieil  on  the  2d  of  March. 
On  the  19th  the  King  himself  Wiis  seized  on  liis  way  from 
NewmAvket  to  Ruyston  with  a  suddeii  illness,  so  severe 
that  the  Prince  was  sent  for,  and  moat  of  the  Court  Lords 
followed.  It  WHS  H  vi(tlent  fit  of  the  stone,  and,  though 
lie  got  through  it,  he  was  slow  in  recovering  his  proper 
health ;  and  the  alarm  continued  long  enough  to  test  the 
feeling  of  the  people.  **  I  um  gUd,"  stiys  Chiunberliiiu, 
writing  on  the  27th  of  Marcli,  **  to  see  the  world  so  ten- 
derly affected  towards  him ;  for  I  assure  you  all  men  ap- 
prehend wimt  a  loss  we  should  have  if  (rod  should  take 
him  from  us,  and  do  earaeatly  inquire  and  in  general 
heartily  wish  and  pray  for  his  welfare."  And  again,  on 
the  loth  of  April,  ho  writes  that  the  King  "hath  con- 
tinued weak  and  had  divers  accidents  that  gave  a  general 
Apprehension  of  danger,  and  though  he  bare  it  with  un- 
usual patience,  yet  it  seems  he  was  not  so  con6dent  of 
himself  but  that  he  prepared  to  settle  things  as  if  he  were 
to  leave  all ;  and  to  that  end  made  an  excellent  speech 
to  the  Prince  before  all  the  Lords  there  present;  recom- 
mending divers  of  them  to  liim  by  name  for  divers  good 
parts  and  services,  —  as  the  Duke,  the  Lord  Cliamberlain, 
the  Earl  of  Arundel,  the  I-/>rd  Fi'uton,  the  Lord  Had- 
dington, but  specially  the  Marquis  lUiekingham  and  Hum> 
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iltoo.  The  Lord  Digby  lie  only  excused  &»  having  uiidor- 
gime  H  giriit  deal  of  envy  for  doing  that  be  expressly 
coniinunded  bim,  saying  he  was  au  able  m:ui  and  tit  to  do 
service.  Further  he  gave  him  charge  of  Rt'IIgioUf  and  of 
respecting  the  Bishop,  —  as  grave  and  wise  men  and 
best  companions  for  princes."  He  was  so  much  better, 
however,  by  the  11th,  that  the  Bishop  of  London  preached 
at  I'anTs  Cross,  before  tlie  greatest  audience  that  Chaou- 
bortuiu  remembei-ed  to  have  seen,  —  almost  all  the  C<iun- 
cil  and  great  men  about  town  being  present, — a  thanks- 
giving sermon  for  liis  recovery.^  It  appeared  that  there 
had  bi^en  Uttte  or  no  hope  left,  and  that  the  physicians 
themselves  were  of  that  opinion.  And  a  week  later  he 
reports  that  "  his  sickness  was  more  than  vomititig  and 
luosejicss,  which  were  liceompanied  with  a  phiin  fever  and 
divers  strange  accidents  of  inequality,  intiirniission  and 
fiuling  of  Iiis  pulse,  with  veliement  ^ingnltus.  and  other 
dangerous  and  deadly  sigiiH  and  syniptoms,  which  you 
may  the  better  conceive  by  his  slow  recovery  ;  being  yet 
vety  feeble,  tliough  lie  have  no  manner  of  affection  either 
of  stone  or  gout." 

It  was  remarked  about  the  sitme  time  that  Bacon  was 
slack  in  attendance  upon  liis  public  duties.  On  the  first 
Star  Chamber  day  in  Easter  t^mu  "he  came  late  into  the 
Hall,  and  etaxd  not  long."  On  the  11th  of  April  "he 
was  not  at  Paurs  Cross  with  the  rest  of  the  CounciL*' 
On  the  16th  he  did  not  appe^ir  at  all  at  the  Star  Cham- 

1  S.  I\  ral.  cvii..  No.  &1.  C«niden'«  doU  oT  the  Hrmon  ii  irorth  quoting  for 
Uto  lirneflt  ut  (liuM  wh*!  wiab  lo  kanw  wbflt  wu  tbout;hi  it  lb«  llm«.  "  KpUco- 
put  IxiitiliDcu^u  All  L'niMiu  I'aullnatii  coucioiiAlii»,  f;rcitU«  llvuafjitdo  rettav- 
ruta  Ucjo»  v«I'  •.  r.i  lucrJlin  Uutlibui  cel«braYH,«t  imprimift  oti  JuMitUm 

•rqiuljililtr  V  -triilam.    Dixertt  I'liiin  Itt-x  In  r'aniTlL  8t«]|«tl^  v.\m,\ 

ftlU|uii  hiimn  u'  "k  vllii*  UlmrArct.  *e  tainuD  jualitinni  aHiccro  cnliiiuv) 

MOWH  Liir  k'-ii  II  >i  I  -ntifl>  ApU(J  Licu>ii{lcpr«i'ar«lur>"  Af-nt.  Afp'trtti.  Tljot 
Junn  »hould  •.'■•ii<-^  iiiidk-K  ^uUJ^n:!  to  buitian  (nttliv  nt  ntt,  «umim1*  *traii|c<3  lu 
|MMteriti-,  who  dcvo  (mhui  (auijhl  (n  l»«*lit!v«  bim  iiK-u|>atjlc  of  itui-li  kiiun'luilg«, 
'Hiat  fhc  uno  liuiiian  fmtlty  nf  wliicli  lie  lliiiti|rU(  ivttHidy  cuulit  at-i'iiM  htm  wu 
panisiily  ill  lit*  KiliniiiiiilraliDn  nf  jualk-t.',  will  (ihttuiltly  tAund  •triogvr  tlllt. 
Ifait  conl*'iniH>r«ri*»  iU\  tiirf  N^tn  lo  tiavtt  fouhil  •iij'tbin^  •tiBagn  in  i|. 
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ber,  so  that  thore  was  uo  court.  "  Which  is  thought." 
Chamberlain  atlilfl,  "mthin*  tn  pronged  of  t^^nderncas  tlian 
of  any  real  iml»sp(*sition  or  intirniity."  On  the  24th  Ite 
\vriteB  iig:iin :  *'  The  Lord  Chancellor's  »Ia*.*knes.s  (caused 
by  the  deliciitenese  of  his  constitution)  hath  niiaed  a 
Tumor  as  if  he  were  like  enough  to  have  a  LorU  Keeper 
for  hia  coadjutor,  or  rather  to  have  the  place  executed  by 
commission  when  his  health  will  not  suffer  him  to  follow 
it.  But  to  disperse  such  luists,  ho  is  gone  this  day  to 
Theobald^s  to  see  and  congratulate  his  Miijesty'e  happy 
rec«:)very."  To  the  same  effect  aunther  of  Carleton  a  cor- 
Tespondcnta  writes  on  the  8th  of  May :  — 

"Tour  Lordship  may  perhaps  have  heard  that  the  Lord 
Cfaanoellor  was  like  to  have  some  assistance  pnt  upon  him:  but 
there  ts  oo  such  thlog:  ai>d  Ite  is  now  ju  as  much  favor  at  Court 
as  ever,  if  not  more.** 

The  truth,  I  believe,  was  that  he  had  had  a  mure  seri- 
ous illness  than  anybody  supposed.  In  the  beginning  of 
Mai'ch  we  learn  from  Chamberlain  that  he  ha<l  a  severe 
fit  of  the  stone*,  **  which  held  him  in  great  pain  two  or 
three  days."  But  his  illness  appears  to  have  lasted  a 
good  deal  longer.  The  expression  in  a  letter  to  Toby 
Matthew,  written  about  two  vfare  after,  —  '*  when  onoe 
my  master,  and  afterwards  myself,  were  both  of  us  in 
extremity  of  sickness  (which  was  no  time  to  dissemble), 
I  never  bad  so  great  pledges  and  certainties  of  his  love 
and  favor,"  —  can  hardly  refer  to  any  other  time  than 
this.  And  in  tlie  manuscript  copy  of  another  h-tter  of 
still  later  date,  I  find  a  line  crossed  ont  in  which  he  had 
spoken  of  it  as  the  time  of  hb  "great  sickness.** 

The  next  letter,  tlwiu^h  only  one  t»f  eornpliment,  serves 
to  remind  us  that  the  summer  of  1619  wjis  a  critical  tiro© 
for  Europe;  and  to  introduce  a  remarkable  paper  of  Ba- 
con's which  has  hitherto  escaped  notice,  but  which  is  im- 
portant as  indicating  the  policy  which  in  this  erisis  he 
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would  bimself  apparently  have  recommended  England  to 
pursue. 

W(?  have  seen  that  in  the  beginning  of  March,  1616-17, 
he  had  concurred  as  one  of  the  select  counoillora  to  whom 
the  question  of  proceeding  or  not  proceeding  with  the 
treatv  far  a  marriage  between  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Infanta  of  Spaiu  was  theu  referred,  in  a  recommenda- 
tion to  pr<icced  with  the  treaty,  —  as  an  enterprise  which 
promised  advantages  either  in  case  of  sucot^ss  or  fiiilure. 
If  it  were  carried  out  on  fair  conditions,  it  would  be  a 
valuable  alliance;  if  it  broke,  the  breach  would  probably 
be  upon  some  material  point  of  religion,  and  such  a 
breach  would  strengthen  the  government,  both  with  sub- 
jects at  home  an<l  with  the  Proteatiint  powers  abroad. 
The  resolution  finally  taken  by  the  King  appears  to  have 
been  in  accordance  with  that  recommendation,  and  to 
have  been  fi'iuned  cautiously,  with  a  view  to  either  event. 
Digby  was  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  upon  tlie  basis 
of  the  articles,  as  lust  agreed  upon ;  acourding  to  which  a 
general  promise  of  connivance  and  leniency  in  the  admin- 
istnttiou  of  the  |>enal  laws  agiiinst  the  Catholics  whs  all 
that  Spiiin  demanded  in  the  w:ty  of  toleration.  Upon 
this  basis  he  whs  eommlssioned  tu  treat  and  conclude^  if 
he  found  the  symptoms  favorable;  but  not  otherwise; 
and  with  reservation  in  any  ea.*ie  of  the  point  of  religion, 
on  which  nothing  was  to  be  fmally  concUided  until  it  had 
been  submitte^l  to  the  King  and  expressly  approvud.  But 
the  L'oneession  whieli  the  Spaniards  had  made  ur  professed 
to  make  on  the  point  of  religion  had  alrejuly  ser\*ed  its 
purpose:  it  hud  enconniged  Jumes  Ut  renew  the  uc^otiiL- 
tion  for  the  marriage,  and  thereby  detached  him  from 
an  alliance  with  France ;  and  they  were  now  free  to 
withdraw  it  Jigain.  When  Digby  arrived  in  Spain  in 
S<>pteml>er,  1617,  he  found  them  as  liberal  and  eiidv  as 
pftssible  with  regard  to  the  marriage  portion  and  other 
temporal  ai'ticles;  but  upon  the  religious  point  they  could 
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not  now  be  eatisficd  with  less  than  an  en^genient  to  re* 
peal  the  statutes  relating  Ui  the  Catholifs.  Tliia  was  a 
different  thing:  and  accordingly,  pleading  want  of  com- 
mission to  treikt  upon  that  point,  and  having  urnmged 
lo  hia  satisfaction  what  eUe  he  had  in  <iharge,  he  eaniu 
h<»me.  James,  knowing  this  to  be  an  engagement  beyond 
his  power  to  fuliil,  declined  to  entertjiiu  tlie  proposal. 
This  was  in  May,  1S18.  And  thus  it  would  8e4*m  that 
the  case  had  already  occurred  which  the  select  council- 
lors had  anticipated :  tlie  negotiation  was  about  to  break 
upon  a  material  point  of  religion  ;  and  if  iheir  advice  had 
again  been  taken  at  this  juucturei  I  can  hardly  duuht  that 
tliey  would  have  ad%'ised  the  King  to  take  advantage  of 
the  occasion  to  break  it  off  at  once.  It  would  certainly 
have  been  the  best  course  to  take,  and  would  have  left 
the  government  in  a  better  position^  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  than  it  was  before.  But  for  this  James  was  not 
quite  prepared,  and  I  have  some  reason  to  think  that  ho 
expressly  abstiiined  from  consulting  the  councillors  on 
that  point,  as  knowing  what  their  advice  would  be,  and 
hoping  to  he  able  to  bring  the  matter  into  a  better  shiipe 
himself.'     But  however  this  may  be,  the  treaty  was  not 

^  I  Infer  thU,  thongli  nomewtiNt  doulxfally.  from  a  pusigc  in  th«  Narrati*4\ 
<if  the  Spamish  TrtM^,  by  I-'raiiciitco  tie  Jesus;  edited  lUid  tr«Dilaled  by  Ur> 
Gtrdiner  for  llie  L'timdMi  Society,  18Q9.  On  the  37tb  of  Miy,  be  Mys  ihut  \hA 
Kiofc  utied  UundDniAr  lo  have  in  iiiler\*i«w  witti  tlic  cunniiii^iunorK,  "  in  onler 
to  \\tax  from  ttiem  th^ir  approbatloQ  of  the  twruly  ■rtietL>8  aoil  of  the  five  wMcb 
liad  beeit  iidded,  ani)  wliifh  Sir  John  Dipby  hmi  Imrtijflit  with  him  tron  MftdrUlt 
liut  atkitty  Aim  lu  tdjf  nothtni/  to  them  lAmii  the  fitiiu-^til  jtomt  of  rtlij/ioH  (uut 
the  liiei-ty  of  the  CnthoticM,  because  ihe  KlMjr  wwhed  lo  treat  of  that  (frivatelv 
wilb  bii  Cotholic  MajeAtr.  ainl  to  bcc  If  they  t-oubl  rome  to  an  afj^reenietit" 
(p.  U7).  He  add*  indeed  that  t^ndnninr  did  not  feel  juMiHed  la  li9tenin(;to 
anytbinK  about  the  articles  "witbnut  additiff  that  the  princitwl  mailer  which 
had  lo  hr  arruiiKcd  and  Avoured  wai  ihu  (jpneral  priiot,  tiince  ia  do  oth«*r  iiiMnn«rj 
could  «itb«r  bU  Majwly  [the  King  nf  Spiiiii]  agree  to  Ihu  oiarringe.  or  the  Pope 
di>|>i!tiH>  :  and  be  tbcrefarv  xpokw  in  llii*  iimnnT  at  ibc  Tneetiog  which  took 
place  between  biniMlf  and  ttio  afiir»Ki<I  commi<>*<iiiH(rrft  ;  and  thty  iiteiiti-<d  that 
thejf  would  Ml  (htir  part  heip  to  jhrilitttt  nib/  bnnff  ab^tul  this  Uhtfly  of  am~ 
an'aKe."  But  if  any  ona  ib  disp'^wd  to  infer  from  this  that  th*y  did  A»f  at  that 
time  adviiw  the  breaking  oil  of  the  irsaty  upon  that  "  printipnl  |Min(  of  relig- 
ion," I  would  remind  bim  tbat  thia  woa  only  what  tb^  itid  to  Gonilomir,  — 
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formally  broken  off  at  thifl  time,  and  tI»ough  it  was  not 
pitK'oeded  witli,  tin*  friendly  relalioiis  butweeu  England 
and  Sj-win  were  not  in  any  way  disturbed.  Tlic  Catholics 
wore  treated  favorably.  I  rn  prisoned  priests  were  set  at 
Ulwrty.  The  Btrictest  jusLico  — or  wliat  JaincA  belit.'ved 
to  be  justice  —  was  enforced  with  regard  to  all  Spanish 
complaiDtSf  even  wlicn  (as  in  thv  case  of  Sir  Walter  IIh- 
Ifgli")  it  brought  him  into  dangt'rous  opposition  to  the 
current  of  popular  feeling.  He  still  wished  fur  the  Span- 
ish alliance;  but  if  the  marriage  treaty  could  not  proceed 
unless  he  promised  more  than  he  could  perform  it  must 
stop.  And  it  stopjied  accordingly,  until  a  now  alarm 
fruiu  another  quarter  induced  the  Spaniards  to  start  it 
once  more,  and  to  give  it  room  to  move  by  retreating  for 
a  while  from  the  position  which  they  had  taken  np. 

This  new  alarm  came  from  the  revolution  in  Bohemia, 
which  was  indeed  the  beginning  of  the  Thirty  Years' 
War,  —  a  war  which  the  greatness  of  Spain  was  not  des- 
tined to  survive.  In  the  summer  of  1618  the  Protestant 
aristocracy  of  Bohemia,  upon  some  dispute  about  the  sup- 
pression of  Protestant  churches  on  the  ecclesiastical  lands 
which  was  held  to  be  a  breach  of  charter,  rose  against 
the  government,  broke  in  upon  the  Board  of  Regt*ncy  as 
they  sate  in  council  in  an  upper  chamber,  threw  tlirets  of 
the  ministers  out  of  the  window,  established  a  Directo- 
rate of  tlurty  members,  and  appealed  to  all  the  Protestant 
)>owera  of  Europe  for  support.  It  was  a  raovemeut  which 
could  not  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  country. 
The  Emperor  of  Germany  was  King  of  Bohemia,  and 
his  cousin  Ferdinand  of  Styria  was  heir  elect.  Germany, 
therefore,  with  all  its  discordant  elements,  —  its  Jesuits, 
Calvinists,  and  Lutherans,  ita  Catholic  League  and  Prot- 

or  rtUicr  wlial  Fniaritro  *Ayt  thit  <«oiidnmiir  luld  him  thej  cAJd  ]  ami  tfaal  if 
titty  UiouKlit  it  ex|wili«iit  for  tlu*  Kin^  tn  tnke  lli>>  occasion  o(  broakiiii;  off  cha 
tnaty  anil  Founil  htm  uiiprfinrvH  to  follow  Uicir  advico,  It  wu  certainlv-  not  to 
Goadomar  tti*t  ttity  would  cniilMu  tlu'ir  vievr*.  It  wii*  nnt  for  (hem  to  break 
•fl  tba  U9»tj.     All  they  luul  to  do  wa*  to  giv«  him  a  civil  anHWer. 
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eatant  Union,  its  weak  head  nnd  unmKnngeablt}  mem- 
bers,—  WAS  un  immediate  party  to  the  quarrel.  Tbe 
syropAthies  of  Spain  were  with  the  Kmpcror,  and  her 
policy  urgpd  her  to  tuke  his  pnrt  and  assint  in  crushing 
the  Bohemian  rubellion.  But  her  finances  weru  nut  in 
condition  for  a  great  war,  unless  England  could  bu  kept 
oat  of  it;  and  the  commanding  position  on  the  Protest- 
ant side  which  the  crisis  placed  within  England's  reach 
was  a  temptation  which  something  must  be  done  to  conn- 
tertict.  Mr.  Gardiner  baa  given  ua  the  substance  of  a 
report  submitted  by  Gondomar  and  Aliaza  to  the  Spanish 
Goveniment  on  the  VMh  of  January  (o.  B.)'  1618-10, 
which  will  best  show  the  view  thet/  took  of  the  relation 
between  Spain  and  England  at  this  juncture. 

"In  spite."  Kaiil  Gondomnr,  **^of  the  Buccess  which  had  at-- 
lecdcd  liifl  efforin  to  keep  James  oat  of  the  haiub  of  tho  irar 
party,  it  was  iin^wssiMe  to  be  free  from  auxivty  for  the  future. 
It  was  troc  that  the  Kiug'a  exchequer  was  empty  ;  hut  the  uaiion 
was  rich,  and  a  ihiclaratlon  uf  war  with  Spain  wutihl  inimedi- 
atcly  be  followtnl  by  a  large  ^raiit  of  money.  lu  a  few  dayS  a 
puwurful  fleet  could  be  inaititcd  and  eiitiipped.  Ou  the  other 
band,  at  no  time  Imd  the  Spanish  uavy  been  so  entirely  unpre- 
pared for  war.  Tho  sea  would  swarm  with  English  privateers, 
and  whoever  was  master  at  sea  would  soon  be  master  ou  land. 
The  Dutvh  rebels,  the  French  Huguenots^  aiul  the  Gennau  her- 
etics would  place  .James  at  the  bead  of  a  powerful  confederacy, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  injury  he  might  not  inHicl 
upon  the  Catholic  cliurch  and  the  Hpauisli  monarchy. 

"At  ftuy  price,  then,  tlie  frieodship  of  James  must  lie  secured. 
With  that,  everything  would  be  possible,  even  the  reduction  of 
England  to  the  Catholic  church.  The  marriage  treaty  moat 
again  be  set  on  foot."  * 

Such  being  tlie  opportunity  of  Enghuid  aooording  to 
tlio  best  Spanish  opinions  (and  Gondomar  was  a  much 
better  judge  of  her  position  among  foreign  nations  than 
of  her  domestic  conditions,  which  he  could  never  under- 

>  Oftrdincr,  vol.  i.,  p.  970. 
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Stand),  it  would  have  been  strange  if  among  herowu  conn* 
cillors  ttiere  were  none  who,  taking  the  HHrae  view  ot  the 
situation,  were  for  pressing  the  advant^ige,  and  pursuing 
in  the  interest  of  England  the  vei-y  policy  from  which 
Oondomar  in  the  interest  of  Spain  had  taken  so  much 
pains  to  divert  her.  Of  what  may  have  passt^d  at  the 
Council  Table  with  regard  to  that  question  we  have  no 
record.  Tliu  news-writers  of  the  tirae  were  not  informed, 
and  we  know  little  more  of  the  matter  than  what  we 
gather  from  the  King's  own  letters  explaining  hia  own 
views.  I  have  uu  evidence  that  the  question  wns  furmjiUy 
referred  to  the  Council  at  this  time.  But  this  paper  of 
Biicoii's  has  very  much  the  ajtjjeanince  of  an  argument 
prepared  for  a  cuusultjition  either  at  the  Hoai*d  or  at  u 
meeting  of  the  commissioners;  and  even  if  he  had  no 
opportunity  uf  using  it,  —  which  is  verj- likt^ly,  for  the 
King  was  not  prone  to  seek  advice  wlien  his  own  mind 
was  made  up  and  he  wanted  no  help,  —  it  does  not  the 
less  prove  what  his  personal  opininn  was.  It  hua  no 
date :  hut  it  contains  an  evident  allusion  to  a  circum- 
stance whicli  happened  about  the  middle  of  March,  1618- 
16lt>,  and  as  it  tnkes  no  notice  of  any  of  the  greiit  events 
which  came  so  thirk  in  the  following  summer  and  au- 
tumn, we  may  probably  conclude  that  it  was  not  written 
much  later.  There  must  have  been  many  occasions  to 
remind  Uacon  of  thu  importance  i>f  the  question,  and  to 
make  it  probable  that  a  decision  upon  it  might  at  any 
time  be  required.  For  the  prr>eeeding8  of  Spiiin  had  been 
H  matter  of  curiouity  and  anxiety  all  that  spring,  and  the 
question  among  the  outside  politicians  was  only  whom 
she  was  preparing  to  attack. 

**Thu  alarm  of  the  Spanish  proparatioti."  says  CUsinlrerlinn, 
writing  on  the  30th  of  January,  "  hoimkU  luuU  here  si  Iciul  und 
ministers  much  mutter  of  discourse.  Moat  men  doubt  ihoyhavo 
a  meaning  to  IrelunU  ;  ihe  rnlher  for  t-liat  they  hnve  eiitartiiiiied 
DUkhy  Scottish  aud  Jritih   pik»tB ;  and  that  the  Earl  of  Argyle 
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and  Tyrone'n  »on  are  smid  to  be  gone  for  Spain.  We  talk  of  or- 
der taken  for  twenty  sliijis  to  be  made  ready,  half  of  the  King's, 
ttie  rest  mercliaDta,  (iie  best  that  can  be  had.  Though  we  can- 
not be  persuaded  that  he  hath  any  intoJit  hitherward,  yet  it  ia 
not  good  to  stand  to  his  courtesy.  For  my  ftnrt.,  by  all  titat  I 
gather,  I  should  rather  think  he  hath  a  mind  to  the  Vene- 
tians ;  or  to  land  hia  forces  tUereupoa  and  go  for  Austria  or 
Bohemia." 

A  letter  from  Toby  Matthew  to  Bacon  about  Spanish 
affairs,  docketed  14  February,  1G19,  —  which  muat  meun 
1G18-1'.',  —  ftnd  wriltfU  from  Bruiiiiela,  givea  similar  news, 
though  witli  Ji  different  interprctiiti<m. 

**  In  Spain  there  are  very  extraordinary  preparations  for  a 
great  Armada.  Here  ia  lately  in  tins  court  a  current  speech  as 
ikut  the  enterprise  (whatsoever  it  should  have  been)  is  laid 
wholly  aside  ;  but  that  were  strange ;  yet  tins  is  certain,  that 
the  forces  of  men  (to  the  number  of  almost  two  thousand) 
which  were  to  have  ^iie  into  Spuin  from  hunce,  are  discharged, 
together  with  some  muuirion,  whidi  was  also  upon  the  point  of 
being  sent.  Another  thing  U  also  certain*  that  both  in  the 
Court  of  Spain  and  this  there  i^  at  this  time  a  strange  straiuiess 
of  money  ;  which  I  do  not  conceive,  for  my  part,  to  proceed  so 
much  from  waut.as  design  to  employ  iL  The  rendezvous  whore 
the  forces  were  to  meet  wns  at  Alulaga  within  the  Straits,  which 
makes  the  enterprise  upon  Algiers  most  likely  to  bo  intended. 
Vov  I  take  that  to  he  a  wild  conceit,  which  thinks  of  goiug  by 
the  Adriatic,  per  far  in  un  mnggia  duoi  aervttii^  as  the  giving  a 
blow  to  Venice,  and  the  landing  of  forces  ia  aid  of  the  King  of 
Sohemia,  about  Trieste. 

•'  Perhaps  tlio  King  of  Spain  wouW  be  glad  to  let  the  world 
%ea  that  now  be  is  hort  de  paye,  and  by  showing  himself  in  some 
action  to  entitle  the  Duke  of  Lerma  to  all  his  former  sloth  ;  or 
perhaps  he  now  makes  a  great  preparation,  upon  tUo  pretense 
of  some  enterprise  that  he  will  let  full,  that  so  be  may  with  the 
less  noise  assemble  great  forces  some  other  year  for  some  at- 
tempt not  Bpokeu  of  now.** 

Whatever  his  intentions  bad  been,  they  were  diverted 


1(JI«-»I.J 


THE  ELECTOB  PALATINE-8  PROJECTS- 


361 


by  tb(^  meiiKurPs  taken  to  wait  upon  and  meet  them  ;  and 
thi>  news  of  the  16th  of  March  was  that  "  all  prepara- 
tions for  war  were  certainly  laid  aside  for  the  year."  But 
the  death  of  the  EmjMTor  Matthiiis  on  the  10th  opened 
new  questions ;  and  we  have  evidence  that  towards  tlie 
end  of  April  our  relations  with  Spain  were  in  some  shape 
or  other  under  TOiiaideratton  of  tlie  Council.  "  The  last 
week/*  writes  Lorkin  on  the  26[h  of  April,  '^all  such 
M  had  received  letters  out  of  Spain  were  by  particular 
summonses  commanded  to  bring  the  same  to  the  Council 
Table,  there  to  be  jwrused.  I  cannot  understand  the  true 
cause;  but  I  conjecture  it  may  be  to  discover  by  the  sev- 
eral advertisements  from  all  part^  whether  the  King  of 
Spain  resumes  tigain  his  former  designs  of  riiising  forces 
now  upon  the  fresh  news  of  the  Emperor's  death."  In 
the  rneau  time  the  Klector  Palatine  was  in  active  corre- 
spondence with  his  fiither-in-law,  and  with  all  pei'sons 
who  were  likely  to  have  intluence  with  htm,  hoping  to 
en*pij^e  Kngland  in  the  cause  of  the  Bohemian  revolution, 
and  obtain  aid  of  money  and  men.  One  of  his  projects 
was  to  get  the  Duke  of  Savoy  made  Kmpcror,  and  it  waa 
about  this  time  that  he  sent  De  Plcssen^  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal councilloi-a,  to  England,  in  order  Ut  engiige  James 
in  the  support  of  it.  It  was  probably  by  the  bands  of  De 
Plesaen  that  Bacon  receive*!  a  letter  from  hitn,  the  pur- 
port of  which  we  do  nut  know,  but  which  moat  likely 
related  to  the  same  business;  and  though  Bacon  in  hia 
answer  confined  himself  of  course  to  general  expressions 
uf  sympathy  and  good-will,  yet  as  assistance  to  the  Bohe- 
mian Protestants  in  any  sliapc  would  necessarily  lead  to 
a  breivch  of  friendly  relations  with  Spain,  and  as  this  was 
the  crisis  when  the  decision  should  be  t^iken  if  it  was  to 
be  taken  at  all,  nothing  seems  more  natural  than  that  he 
should  turn  his  thoughts  to  a  serious  considemtion  of  the 
case,  113  a  matter  of  policy,  and  set  down  a  note  of  bis 
concloaions.     For  tho  drawing  up  therefore  of  n  short 
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Statement  of  the  balance  of  forces  bolween  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  I  fnul  no  time  mure  probable  than  this.  His 
conclusion,  it  will  be  seen,  is  substantially  the  same  as 
GondonTar^S. 

His  reply  to  the  Count  Palatine  is  called  a  "minute," 
—  meaning,  I  suppose,  thiit  it  was  written  to  dictation, 
for  otiierwise  it  woulrl  have  been  called  a  copy,  —  and  is 
in  Mcautyss  hand. 


TO  THE  cocnrr  palatine  of  the  Rhine. 

MoNSKIGNEUR, —  Je  me  tiens  a  grand  hnnnenr,  qn'U 
plaise  ^  vostre  altesae  de  me  cognoistre  pour  ttd  qne  je 
6UtB«  ou  pour  le  moins  voudrois  <?8tre,  envers  vous  et  rostre 
serviw;  et  m'estirneray  lieureux  si  piir  mea  conseils  au- 
prea  du  Roy,  ou  liutre  devoir,  je  pourroy  cuntribuor  Si 
rostre  grandeur,  dont  il  semblo  que  Dieu  vous  a  b:ksti  de 
belles  necasinns  ;  iiyiint  en  eontejuplation  vostre  tres-illns- 
tre  personne,  non  aeulement  comme  tres-cherallid  de  mon 
maistre,  mais  aussi  comme  le  meilleur  appui,  apres  leg 
Rnys  de  Grand  Brotagne,  de  la  plus  saine  partle  dc  la 
Chreatienet(?. 

Je  ne  puis  aussi  passer  sons  silence  la  gi^indc  raison, 
que  vostre  Altesse  fait  a  vostre  propre  boiineur  ;  en  cliois- 
sisant  tela  Conseilleiirs  et  Ministri's  d'Kstat,  commo  8© 
montra  tres-bien  estre  Monsieur  le  Baron  de  Dhuna  <*t 
Monsieur  de  Plessen,  estants  porsnnages  si  graves,  dis- 
cretes et  habiles ;  en  quoy  vostre  jugeineut  reluict  aussL 
Vostre  Attesse  de  vostre  grace  excusera  le  faulte  de  mon 
language  Franroia,  ayant  ^st€  tant  verslS  ea  vielles  Loix 
de  Norniandie  ;  mais  le  coeiir  siipplera  la  plume,  en  priaut 
Dieu  de  vous  tenir  en  sa  digne  et  salncte  garde. 
Mon  seigneur, 
De  vostre  ultesse  la  plus  humble 

et  plus  affectionnd  sorviteur. 

The  paper  on  the  comparative  resources  of  Great  Brit- 
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ftin  and  S|Hun  whitih  I  suppose  to  huve  been  drawn  np 
abont  this  time,  —  curlier,  I  should  think,  rather  than 
Liter,  —  is  taken  from  a  niiuiuscript  now  in  the  Bntish 
MoBoum,  which  seems  formerly  to  havs  belonged  to  the 
coHectinns  used  by  Dr.  Rawley  for  the  **  Resuacitatio ;  " 
being  in  a  hand  in  whicli  a  large  portion  of  them  is  tran- 
ecribed.  On  the  cover  is  written,  I  think  in  the  same 
hand*  "A  short  view  of  Great  Brittayne  and  Spayne;** 
and  below  (whether  in  the  same  hand  or  not^  I  am 
doubtful)  "  by  Sir  Francis  Bncon."  Whoever  inserted 
the  name  was  no  doubt  right.  The  lower  corner  of  the 
leaves  has  been  damaged  aud  worn  away  by  damp,  but 
tlie  last  words  are  supplied  from  other  copies,  of  which 
there  are  two  or  three  in  existence,  though  none  that  I 
have  met  with  of  Iiigh  enntigli  authority  to  make  a  com- 
plete collation  worth  while. 

A  SHORT  VIEW   TO   BE  TAKEN   OF  GREAT   BRITAIN  AND 

8PA1N. 

His  Majesty  now  of  England  is  of  more  power  than 
any  of  his  predecessors, 

1.  Bi^cause  touching  our  addition  of  dominions,  Ireland 
is  reduced  into  n  more  absolute  state  of  obedience  and 
increiwe  of  revenue  than  l»eretofore.  'Hie  footing  we  liad 
in  France  wiis  ruther  a  greatness  of  trouble  unto  us  than 
of  strength:  It  wna  nlw:iy9  in  division:  it  held  us  in  » 
continual  flux  of  treiwure  and  bk»od:  wo  never  attemptitd 
it  in  front  but  it*  attempted  us  in  the  reur;  which  did 
both  distract  our  iinnies  and  aggravate  the  charge.  It 
ifl  a  territury  bo  separated  from  iis  by  nature  as  we  could 
not  advauc'A'  upon  it  either  fur  offenHe  or  reliei  without 
the  oicesa  of  difficulty  and  charge  that  a  Stjite  must  un- 
dergo when  it  runs  the  neceasity  of  such  an  undertaking 
by  aea,  where  the  war  was  bent  upon  a  great  continent, 
Ik  populous  nation,  a  plentiful   c^mntry,  entire  in  itself, 

1  that  in  hoth  &1S3. 
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aud  that  can  be  succored  without  passing  the  seas.  In 
these  things  nre  foimd  such  disadvantages  as  have  been 
the  unduing  of  our  expeditions.  InatciHl  of  tbo  depart- 
ure from  tbis  broken  dominion  wo  had  iu  France  his 
Majesty  hath  brought  another  whole  kingdom  to  Eng- 
land; undivided  from  ua  either  in  amity  or  seat;  from 
whence  we  have  these  benetita.  The  back-door  that  was 
open  in  the  assistance  of  our  enemies,  both  to  offend  us 
and  to  divert  our  attempts  from  them*  is  now  open  to 
U8,  and  liis  Majesty  hath  the  key  of  it.  It  saves  us  the 
money  and  the  men  that  we  were  forced  to  employ  in 
a  second  array  for  the  withstanding  the  invasion  of  that 
Bide*  and  not  saves  us  it  oniy»  but  renders  it  to  bestow 
in  undertakings  of  profit  which  we  were  wont  to  spend 
upon  defenses  of  loss.  We  have  another  valiant  nation 
to  assist  us,  whose  service  in  the  Low  Country  wars  hath 
otUm  and  always  given  us  this  testimony  of  their  affec- 
tion and  faithfulness  even  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time, 
that  in  every  national  quarrel  between  us  and  others, 
which  huth  many  times  happened  betweeu  the  French 
and  us,  they  have  voluntarily  imd  bravely  sided  with  us, 
making  that  danger  common  both  to  themselves  and  us 
which  was  drawn  out  but  ]5articularly  against  the  En^ 
lisb.  The  joining  of  Scotland  hath  made  us  an  entire 
island,  which  by  nature  is  the  best  fortification  and  the 
most  capable  of  all  the  advantages  of  strength  that  can 
by  art  be  added  unto  nature ;  whereby  we  may  bo  able 
at  one  and  the  same  time  both  to  undertake  any  action 
abroad  and  defend  ourselves  at  home  without  either 
much  danger  or  great  cost. 

2.  Hy  reason  his  Majesty  hath  the  neighborhood  of  the 
powerfiilest  nation  at  the  se;i  that  now  is  iu  the  world, 
at  bis  devotion  ;  a  people  by  nature  inore  worthy  our 
credit  than  any  other;  the  use  of  whose  neighborhood 
our  own  histories  will  uonimend  unto  us,  if  we  inquire 
of  the  ages  piist,  even  then  when  they  wanted  that  power 
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nnd  that  knowledge  in  their  iiidtiRtry  which  thoy  now 
have  ns  well  in  matter  of  peaco  its  war:  tlio  memory  of 
those  times  will  telL  us  th.it  we  st'ldom  undertook  any 
great  thing  without  them ;  insomucb  as  our  Iosb  of  Franco 
may  probably  in  jmrt  be  imputed  to  the  breach  we  suf- 
fered in  their  friendship.  Ami  though  they  were  tlien 
of  the  same  religion  with  England,  im  likewise  now  they 
are,  yet  the  present  condition  that  we  do  both  of  ua  atjind 
in  for  pointfi  of  religion  doth  place  ua  in  an  estate  of 
better  assurance  with  tliem  Uian  the  condition  of  those 
times  did.  For  th«n,  ronsi^lering  there  was  no  main 
national  Heparatton  in  the  Church,  religion  was  but  a 
common  bond  upon  them  and  inclined  them  to  no  par- 
ticular side ;  where  now  it  hath  the  motive  in  it  to  make 
defense  with  us  ag-.iinst  an  opposite  Church  in  such  a 
nation  as  hath  drawn  both  of  us  into  one  and  the  same 
eaafle  in  qunn-el  as  well  of  policy  as  religion.  And  lastly, 
their  army  is  the  best  military  school  in  the  world ;  from 
whence  our  land-services  may  at  least  be  sufficiently 
ap(K>intud  with  officei'S. 

Now  for  the  hearts  of  our  people  and  wealth  of  our 
kingflonu  though  (it  may  be)  some  of  your  Majesty's 
ill-afFocte<l  subjects  coidd  be  willing  we  should  distrust 
our  own  strength,  when  we  reeeive  these  two  points  into 
our  consideration  ;  yet  for  the  first,  tlie  occasion  whereof 
ly  have  derived  from  nor  difference  in  religion,  I  may 

iy  the  wralli  of  God  hath  been  so  evident  against  them 
in  the  confusion  of  their  plots,  ua  methinks  it  should  be 
un  horror  to  thorn  Ui  think  of  attempting  any  further 
thiit  way.  For  tlu>se  of  tlu*iii  that  have  maile  a  covenant 
with  blood,  we  stand  not  so  eitlier  in  need  or  fear  of 
their  numbers,  but  we  may  both  spare  them  and  suppress 
thera.  And  far  be  it  from  me  to  think  that  nmny  even 
of  tiioso  that  hold  ni»  communion  with  us  in  the  (Church 
should  give  other  nations  the  cause  to  sjiy  that  in  Kug- 
liuid  are  the  false  men  that  take  up  God's  weapon  ligainst 


366      SHOUT  VIKW  or  UUEAT  BRITAIN  AND  SPAIN.    [Bous  Vtl. 

faiiD  and  their  own  weapons  against  theinselres,  in  the 
favor  of  a  foreign  ambitioUf  that  makes  the  pretense  of 
reli^on  but  a  p<jrt>hole  to  lay  his  artillery  oat  at,  or  his 
scaling-ladder  to  iissault  by. 

Now  to  the  second  point  touching  the  wealth  of  the 
kingdom, -if  I  did  call  tlie  Council  of  Spiiiu  itself  to  give 
judgment  in  the  cause,  I  abould  need  uo  better  sentence 
to  condemn  their  opinions  that  think  the  King  of  Great 
Britjtin  poor.  Their  tniiRt<?r  knows  well  enough  ho  shall 
tind  it  otlierwise  whensoever  he  shall  undertake  to  at- 
tempt us,  or  we  them. 

Now  for  Spain,  his  Majesty  there,  though  accounted 
the  greatest  monarch  of  Christendom,  yet  if  his  estate  he 
inquired  through,  his  nxjt  will  be  found  a  great  deal  too 
narrow  for  his  tops.  His  domtnloos  are  so  far  in  distance 
asunder,  as  they  cannot  give  relief  time  enough  one  to 
another  upon  an  alarum  ;  which  is  the  re.-isoii  lie  Is  more 
powerful  to  lusault  thim  to  defend ;  and  tberefore  ai'O 
compelled  to  have  continual  g^irrisons  of  that  charge 
which  he  is  unable  to  umintVm.  He  hath  more  to  do 
with  shipping  than  any  other  prince,  yet  hath  few  sejv- 
men  at  his  devotion,  but  by  extreme  cliarge;  and  those 
of  the  woi-st  sort.  His  poverty  heretofore  hath  appeared 
in  the  mutinies  of  the  Low  Countries*  armies  for  want  of 
pay;  which  was  a  great  cause  of  his  ill  success  there. 
And  T  cannot  see  how  his  est^tte  should  be  much  better 
now  than  it  was,  for  though  it  bo  true  tliat  his  charge  is 
somewhat  less,  yet  it  is  true  that  his  siilieidies  in  Spaiu 
are  diminishci],  sis  well  in  respect  of  insnpportablenesa  its 
indisposition,  and  his  returns  oat  of  the  Indiea  decay; 
and  indeed  but  for  the  Indies  he  were  the  poorest  King 
of  Europe. 

Now  it  serves  the  better  for  the  finding  of  his  weak- 
ness or  strength,  to  inquire  whether  he  be  able  to  stand 
upon  terms  of  defiimce  and  yet  hold  the  Indies?     I  think 
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not.  His  Majesty  of  England  joining  with  the  States  of 
tlic  Cnitetl  Provinces  is  of  power  to  raise  two  Armudoa, 
the  one  to  block  cip  Spain,  the  other  to  block  up  the 
Indies.  The  least  sueceas  that  may  be  hoped  for  out  of 
this  enterprise,  the  cutting  off  his  returns,  would  beggar 
him.  The  ft-ar  of  this  project  wiu*  th«  thing  that  stopped 
his  greatness  to  the  United  Proviiicefi,  when  he  departed 
with  his  pretenst;  of  sovereignty  to  thetii ;  and  that  fear 
is  an  ague  he  is  not  yet  cured  of.  This  is  u  right  design 
and  a  great  one :  such  an  one  as  I  wish  we  had  all  llie 
treusnres  and  all  (he  valiant  blood  of  our  ancestors  to 
bestow  upon,  for  the  expense  wlierftif  we  have  nothing 
to  show  now  but  the  two  poor  islands  of  Jersey  and 
OuernBt'y.  And  to  say  truth  in  that  (■ase,  if  all  the  lands 
that  belong  to  the  Ci*own  of  England  were  offered  to  his 
Majesty,  1  should  not  give  ray  advice  to  receive  them, 
much  less  to  conquer  them. 

Now  for  the  disposition  of  the  Low  Country  men,  I 
assure  myself  there  cannot  be  a  thing  more  desired  than 
they  de»ire  to  join  with  his  Majesty  in  any  undertJikings, 
rcfipeoially  in  this.  For  they  are  sorry  they  understood 
so  little  tlie  King  of  Spain's  weakness  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth*s  time,  when  lier  Majesty  so  affected  their  joining 
with  her,  and  that  now  they  know  that  his  Majesty 
being  greater  in  power  will  yet  suffer  such  an  enemy  to 
all  Christian  princes,  chiefly  to  those  of  his  Majesty^s  re- 
Ugion,  to  creep  into  his  bosom  ;  for  all  the  greatness  he 
hath  he  holds  by  courtesy  of  his  Majesty,  and  to  that 
end  courts  him :  lie  knows  he  were  undone  else. 

To  conclude  withal,  I  will  infer  some  of  the  reasons 
that  persinide  to  th*^  undertaking  of  that  design. 

The  policy  of  Sj>ain  hath  trodden  more  bloody  steps 
than  any  state  of  Christendom.  Look  into  the  treaties 
and  the  negotiations  of  his  ministers  abroad.  You  shall 
find  as  much  falsehood  in  these  as  blood  in  the  other. 
He  never  paid  debt  so  truly  as  to  those  he  employed 
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in  Ibu  corrupting  of  tlit:  miniaters  of  otber  princea.  He 
holds  lejigue  with  none  but  to  hiive  the  nearer  acoosa  to 
do  liurm  by ;  and  h  match  in  kindred  shall  not  Iiinder  it 
when  ho  intends  his  tulvantige  once.  He  disturbs  all 
Christendum  with  his  yearly  alunims  and  armadas,  and 
yet  doth  leati  hurt  to  Iniidels  and  Pirates  than  any  ;  un- 
less it  be  to  get  wherewithal  to  arm  himsidf  against 
other  Christian  princes.  And  he  hath  an  tunbilion  to 
the  whole  empire  of  Christendom.  These  are  motived 
wherein  all  Christian  princes  are  interessed,  so  as  with 
reason  they  cannot  oppose  the  design  :  nor  will,  I  think, 
the  most  of  them  ;  he  hath  derived  himself  into  such  an 
hatred  with  them. 

Let  us  now  betwixt  his  Majesty  and  the  United  Pror- 
inoes  consider  how  the  particular  causes  of  both  nations 
do  importnne  \\s  both  to  the  undertaking  thereof.  Who 
hath  been  so  thirsty  of  our  blood  as  Spain  ?  and  who 
Irnth  spilled  ao  much  of  it  as  he  ?  and  who  hath  been  so 
long  our  enemy?  an<l  who  buth  corrupted  so  many  of  onr 
nation  as  Spain  ?  and  that  with  help  of  the  gold  which, 
by  reason  of  the  neglect  of  this  design,  be  doth  still  en- 
joy, to  attempt  our  weak  ones  and  our  false  ones  withal. 
Would  you  find  a  traitor  of  a  sudden  ?  Balaam's  ass  will 
tell  you  where  ;  at  the  Spanish  anibassador^a  door.^    And 

1  Thi>  is  the  pnan^  wtiirh  d»l««  Uic  componition  of  IhU  p*|wr.  Lorkin, 
writing  on  tlie  16tb  of  MAn-b,  l()18~9.  lo  Sir  Tliontan  ruokcring.  telU  Ibe 
ttorjr.  **  I  remember  irhea  you  were  in  Sp«ta,  1  ndrrrtiw*!  yoa  of  &  •caiiila- 
Iauii,  llbellou*  book  «nl)tl«d  Jjntiutm'i  att,  lliat  wu  M  fnU  io  th«  gnllcrv  »t 
Wtiitehftll.  bcnrini;  An  insoriptinn  to  llio  Kiiiff.  Qua  Cotlnn  ibey  •ia*im:teij,  aoil 
upon  pneiiuinptiou  coinmitti^il  lo  the  Towitr,  where  li«  h»ih  lain  nxtr  fince. 
Not  many  daVH  ago  tb«  iru«  jiunior  wan  iliAci>THml  in  a  nlran^  fnt-hUia.  A 
butiKO'  pnrMiiTant,  wanting  tnonny  stui  di-fliruui  to  put  hiiUKU  into  aoioa 
nicann  by  work,  iraited  at  tbi*  SpAUifh  ^-vnclftr^'V  Oui>r.  to  mu  il  b«  couM  li^it 
upuo  a  prBV.  At  length  catdv  forth  t>ii«  William^  unknown  lo  biui  but  carry- 
ing in  hia  conc«it  Iha  countoiiancc  of  a  priaai.  Thi^  mau  bo  (ullowm  do^nj^ 
him  to  bii  inn."  He  llicti  r<:'t<iicr  liow  Buh^m'i  om  tritb  ocw  aiiuoUltun* 
was  diKOverod  upon  him,  and  Iium  lio  onfes^Qd  biniKlf  tbc  ajthor.  CVurf  aitd 
Timttof  Jamtt  I.,  TiA.  ii-,  p-  140.  The  allusion  provi-a  concluitivcly  thnt  tbo 
pApff  was  not  writtuu  btjtve  tbc  thing  bappi^ned  ;  and  makca  it  proliabU  Ihal 
it  wa»  not  wrilicn  luii|;  after.  8ucb  a  circunutatioe  woald  batdly  bo  lo  r«- 
forr^d  to,  exctpt  whoa  tb«  dbw*  wu  fraah. 
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twben  ?     When   tliey  come  from  iniias.     Aud  othorwiso 
'when  too?    Evou  when  they  tretited  tho  mutch  with  us. 
For  his  malice  is  so  great,  he  caniiut  bide  it :  nor  will 
Goil  I  hope  suffor  it. 

Vet  let  us  examine  tii  reason  now,  if  we  Im  bo  cfanritii- 
ble  Aft  to  forget  what  is  past,  whether  we  may  promiso 
ourselves  t)ie  assurance  of  his  amity  for  the  time  to  come 
or  not :  because  peace  witJi  a  true  neighbor  is  a  condition 
to  be  embraced.  Nothing  more  certain  than  tbe  con- 
trary:  we  cannot  promise  it.  His  ambition  to  tlie  vra- 
pipe,  so  long  as  he  holdeth  the  Indies,  will  never  die- 
The  United  Provinces  are  an  object  which,  though  he 
hath  an  eye  to,  yet  ho  liketli  not.  What  other  things 
we  communicate  with  him  in,  we  shall  never  be  assured 
of  him  (such  as  the  nature  of  his  religion)  so  long  as  we 
differ  hi  matters  of  faith.  He  knows  well  enough  the 
|>cril  he  stutids  iu  if  he  be  attempted  bv  his  ISfajesty  aud 
the  United  Provinces.  Consider  what  suggestions  those 
are  to  keep  him  thinking  upon,  aud  imiigine  then  what 
bis  own  heart  will  prompt  him  to  do  wheu  he  seelh  time 
for  it. 

Hitherto  of  the  hurts  that  niuy  be  prevented  by  the 
enterprise :  now  of  the  lituess  aud  honor  of  it  to  be  an 
undcrt^tking  of  bis  Majesty.  He  is  the  greatest  islander 
of  Ciiristendom  ;  therefore  a  navy  is  most  proper  to  him. 
Ho  is  the  Defender  of  the  Faith,  as  well  in  understand- 
ings learning,  aud  godliness,  as  in  title.  Therefore  the 
pltiitting  of  the  true  Church  there  is  a  sacred  work  thnt 
even  by  olGce  iw  it  were  belongs  to  him.  Ho  is  of  a  great 
nnd  libenil  mind :  the  Indies  will  afford  him  the  means 
to  exercise  it. 

These  considerations  aud  the  multitude  of  his  subjects 
do  seem  to  invite  him :  and  in  every  part  considerable 
in  tlie  design  wo  may  find  sometliing  to  pei-suade  us,  that 
seems  to  be  a  kind  of  offer  (both  iu  Keligion,  Policy,  aud 
Nature)  preferred  unto  bis  Majesty  as  the  Prinoe  the 
fur  the  entertaining  of  it. 
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What  would  have  been  the  end  if  ihlfl  advice  hud 
been  followeil  ut  tliis  timo  no  one  can  pret^^nd  to  suy  fur- 
ther than  this  —  it  would  have  been  something  verj 
different  from  what  it  was.  The  struggle  of  the  nationa 
would  have  begun  upon  another  gt*ouiuI,  fi»r  another 
stoke;  and  the  subsequent  liistorj-  —  of  the  continent  of 
Europe  certainly,  of  England  probably  —  would  have  been 
materially  changed.  Btit  one  reason,  among  others,  for 
concluding  that  the  paper  was  not  drawn  up  at  a  later 
date  18  tliat  the  measures  taken  by  the  King  had  already 
made  the  course  propi«ed  impnicticable.  Already  the 
SpaiiiariU,  besides  reviving  his  hojH's  of  tlie  match  by 
offering  to  modify  their  demands  on  the  point  of  religion, 
had  appealed  to  another  of  his  weaknesses,  —  which  de- 
serves perhaps  a  better  name.  When  civilized  nations 
go  to  war  it  is  always  upon  pretense  of  some  wrong 
done  or  some  danger  a(i])rehcnded ;  and  if  the  pretense 
be  juat,  —  if  the  wrong  hits  jilrtuidy  been  done,  or  if  the 
danger  be  real  which  is  apprehended,  —  it  should  always 
bo  possible  (provided  the  parties  are  justly  disposed)  to 
settle  the  quarrel  peaceably  by  making  amends  for  the 
one  or  giving  security  for  the  other.  When  the  Bohe- 
mian Protestants  threw  tlie  government  out  of  the  win- 
dow and  established  a  Directorate,  it  was  on  pretense  of 
defending  privileges  whioh  they  had  a  right  to  enjoy* 
When  the  Emperor  of  Germany  invaded  Bohemia,  it 
waa  to  prevent  them  from  using  means  for  redness  which 
they  had  no  right  to  use.  It  was  clear  that  some  wi'ong 
had  been  done  on  one  side  or  the  other,  or  on  lioth.  It 
was  surely  possible  to  set  it  right.  If  the  Bohemians 
had  been  deprived  of  any  real  privileges,  the  Emperor 
might  be  persuaded  to  redress  the  wrong  and  give  them 
securities  against  a  repetition  of  it.  If  the  insurrection 
was  really  a  rebellion  against  legitimate  authority,  the 
insui-gents  might  be  persuaded  to  return  to  obedience 
upon  receiving  redreas  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
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future.  All  that  seemed  to  be  wanted  was  a  mediator 
wli(>  was  not  n  |»Hrty-  England  waa  in  that  position. 
The  Spaniards  anggeated  to  Jiiini'S  that  \w  should  imder- 
tnk"  the  offioe.  Jumta  readily  offered  his  serviceSf  and  it 
ha*)  been  agived  between  thi^in  befoi'e  the  end  of  January 
thiit  he  should  urml  iin  ambassador  to  Bohemia  to  treat 
or  thi&  eom position;  the  Spanish  ambaaaador  at  tho  Km- 
ppTor's  court  giving  him  what  h^lp  he  eould.  While  the 
two  eountries  wert*  united  in  a  work  like  (his,  it  was  no 
time  for  quarix'l  ling.  And  though  the  doubtA  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  Spanish  naval  preparations  which  fol- 
lowed, and  the  etjuipnient  of  a  fleet  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean, ostensibly  to  assist  Spain  in  suppressing  piracy, 
which  was  her  pretense,  —  really  to  prevent  her  from  at- 
tempting less  legitimate  objects,  of  which  she  was  sus- 
pected,—  threatened  to  interrupt  the  friendly  enterprise 
they  were  engaged  in,  yet  she  drew  buck  in  good  time ; 
and  in  March  the  special  ambiisaador  was  dispatched 
upon  his  mission.  But  by  this  time  the  difficulties  of 
the  case  had  been  much  iiKrifrased.  Tlie  Emperor  Mat- 
thins  die<l,  leaving  two  prizes  to  be  struggled  for,  —  tho 
imperial  crown  and  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  —  between 
parties  who  had  too  mucli  at  stake  to  have  a  chance  of 
agrpi'ing  except  nndor  conipul»ion,  and  too  imperfect  a 
knowledge  of  the  balance  of  forces  for  either  of  them  to 
givr  way  to  the  other  withdUt  a  trial  of  his  strength. 
Ferdinand,  the  King  designate  of  BohtMuiii,  would  not 
bear  of  any  cessation  of  hostilities,  nnlesa  the  Bohemians 
first  gave  up  all  the  points  in  disputt*.  The  Bohemians 
would  not  so  much  sis  listen  to  any  communication  from 
England,  unless  it  brought  promises  of  support  in  men  or 
money.  Under  such  circnmstanoes  mediation  could  do 
nothing,  and  James's  ambasRndor  went  Ut  Spa  to  drink 
the  waters.  But  the  Spaniards  had  affected  to  bo  acting 
in  concert  with  England  throughiait  the  transaction,  and 
though  it  seems  that  they  hail  really  been  supporting  the 
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Einperoi'  all  the  Urae,  witli  mcmey  and  promises  of  men,' 
yet  they  had  oarofiilly  avoided  all  u<;ttoD8  which  would 
have  juatififd  remonstrance.  Karou'a  "short  view," 
thereforef  whatever  the  occasion  may  have  beeo  for 
which  he  drew  it  up,  hud  to  be  put  by  for  the  present 
and  wait  f«>r  anothtn*  turn  in  the  game. 

Toby  Mattliew  was  so  miicli  interested  in  the  progress 
of  the  Tireiit  Instiurittion,  and  had  hcfU  aa  much  at  Gnr- 
bambury  during  his  recent  visit  to  England,  that  the  ex- 
tent of  Bucon's  Hcquaintunce  with  the  wriiinga  of  Galileo 
conid  hardly  be  unknown  to  him.  And  from  the  next 
letter  —  which  wjmes  conveniently  to  remind  us  of  what 
we  are  in  4lHnger  of  forgetting  amid  thid  pre»8of  civil  jind 
politicivl  business,  —  namely,  that  the  inanguiiition  of  thu 
**  Kingdom  of  Man  "  was  still  in  Bacon's  eye^  the  greatr 
est  business  which  he  had  in  charge  —  we  may  probably 
infer  th:it  it  was  limited  t-o  a  knowledge  of  the  telescopic 
discoveries  announced  in  the  "Sidereua  Nuncius"  in  1611. 
Of  these  we  know  from  the  ^^Descriptio  Globi  Intellectua- 
lis'*  that  he  had  received  early  intelligence  and  entertained 
great  hopes  :  s/)  gre;it  that  when  year  after  year  passed 
away  without  bringing  any  more  news  of  iniportaoco 
from  those  regions,  he  begun  to  doubt  whether  the  in- 
atruiuenta  and  observers  were  altogether  to  Iw  relied  upon. 
But  I  am  not  aware  of  any  evidence  that  he  was  at  this 
time  acqnainted  with  any  of  Galileo's  other  writings. 
This  answer  to  Bacon's  discourse  concerning  the  Fliix 
and  Keflux  of  the  Sea  may  have  boon  a  copy  of  his  letter 
to  Cardinal  Orsino,  dated  1616,  in  which,  according  to 
Mr.  Ellis,  his  own  theory  was  originally  propounded  ; 
and  in  whicii  the  error  here  mentioned  aa  to  the  interval 
between  liigh  and  low  water  was  contiuned.  It  was  not 
an  error  of  iniidvortence.  For  he  noticed  the  '*  opinion  '* 
that  (speaking  generiilly)  the  interval  was  aix  hours,  but 
noticed  it  only  to  condemn  it  as  a  delusion  ;  which  seems 
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stninge,  aeoing  that  iberu  vouUl  never  have  been  two 
opiiiiLiiis  lis  to  the  fact  iiiiiung  persuns  coiupeteut  to  Bponk 
to  it.  Whether  Mr.  While  succeedetl  in  inducing  him  to 
make  the  required  correction  and  rivoneile  hia  theory  to 
it,  I  do  nnt  know.  But  if  he  did,  lljtcoti  hftd  not  heard 
of  it  when  the  "  Nuvimi  Organuiu  "  Wiis  published.  The 
attempt  to  explain  the  chussr  of  the  tides  was  not  very 
fortunate  on  either  side.  Galileo  rejected  the  inHncnce 
of  the  moon,  and  referred  the  reciprocating  action  of  the 
waters  to  mee.hunicid  cauaes  which  it  is  now  known  could 
not,  even  upon  his  own  supposition,  have  protluced  it: 
and  Uacon's  chief  objection  to  his  tlicory  was  that  it  as- 
suraed  the  roUition  of  the  earth.  The  other  works  men- 
tioned in  this  letter  may  have  inflnonced  Bswon  in  his 
hiter  inquiries  concerning  the  composition  of  metals,  and 
the  weighing  of  b4jdies  in  water;  but  I  do  not  remember 
any  direct  allusion  to  tbera. 

TO    TIIE   LOUD    CHANCELLOR. 

Most  honorable  Lord,  —  It  may  pirase  your  I^nhhip, 
there  w»h  with  me  this  day  niie  Mr.  Hichnnl  While,  who  hnth 
spent  Home  littlu  time  at,  Flui'ence,  and  is  now  gone  tuto  Eug- 
luod.  lie  LelU  me,  llial  Giililco  had  aiiswt!re<)  your  discourse 
ooncemtiig  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  and  was  sending  it 
nnio  me;  hut  thnt  Mr.  White  hindered  liim,  because  his  na- 
!iwpr  WM  grounded  upon  n  fixhe  BupjKisition,  namely,  timt  there 
wrtA  in  the  ureao  a  full  «(*a  but  once  in  twenty-four  houm.  But 
now  I  will  oaII  upon  Galileo  &f(ain.  Thig  Mr.  While  ifi  a  diit- 
eroel  nnd  iiiKlersUindtng  gentlcinnn,  though  he  seem  a  httle  soft 
if  not  hIow  ;  nnd  he  hath  iu  his  hutnU  nit  the  worki^  ns  I  take 
It,  of  Galileo,  Aome  printed  and  tome  unprinted.  He  hatli  his 
dixfxinnie  of  the  flox  and  reflux  uf  the  sea,  which  was  never 
printed ;  as  aho  a  didcourse  uf  (he  mixture  of  metiiU.  Those 
whidi  are  printed  in  Ui»  hund  am  these:  the  "  Nuneius  Bide- 
reos ; "  the  '*  Miicchie  Rolnri,"  luid  a  third,  "  DcHe  Cone,  che  sianao 
so  rac({UA,"  by  occmion  of  a  disputjition  thul  was  amongst 
learned  men  in  Florence  about  that  which  Archimedes  wrolo 
d4  intidtruibnu  h  uinido. 
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I  bftve  conceived  that  your  X^onlship  would  not  be  »orry  to 
ftee  these  discoursM  of  that  roan,  and  ilierrfori?  I  have  thought 
it  lielongini;  to  my  service  to  your  Lordship  lo  give  him  a  letter 
of  this  dttte,  though  it  witl  not  be  there  as  soou  as  this.  The 
gentleman  huih  no  pretense  or  buKinef>s  hi-rore  your  I^onlship. 
but  is  willing  to  do  your  Lordship  ull  humble  service;  and 
therefore,  both  for  lliis  reason,  also  upon  my  humhie  request, 
I  beseech  your  Lordshii?  to  bestow  a  countfuance  of  ifVAce  upon 
Itiui.  I  am  ticholden  to  the  gentleniait ;  and,  if  yuur  Luitlbhip 
filmtl  vouchsjife  to  ask  him  of  mv,  I  ehull  receive  honor  by  it. 
Aiid  I  most  liumhty  do  your  Lordslnp  reverence. 
Tour  Loixlship's  most  obliged  servant. 

ToBiK  Matthew. 

BttCSSKLS.  from  my  bed,  the  4ib  of  April,  l€Id- 

The  new  turn  in  the  Bohemian  question  was  not  lon^ 
in  coming ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  viejv 
which  Bacon  took  of  it  ut  the  time  cnnnot  now  be  Hsctir- 
tained.  The  fact,  however,  that  his  advice  wns  offered, 
and  (wbetlier  followed  or  not)  was  at  least  respectfully 
considered,  is  itself  worthy  of  notice ;  the  rather  because 
it  may  possibly  lead  to  the  recovery  of  certain  missing 
papers  ;  which  may  have  been  only  mislaid  ;  but  if  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest  of  the  collection  would  not  be  easily 
rec<^ni2e<l  as  his. 

The  cii-se  upon  which  lie  had  now  to  advise  was  very 
critical  and  difficnlt.  The  Bohemian  quarrel  had  bilhertu 
concerned  England  only  as  it  affected  the  progress  of  tlie 
reformed  religion  and  the  ppace  and  prosperity  of  Eurotn*. 
She  had  as  yet  no  separate  or  selfish  interest  in  the  issuOi 
But  she  was  now  about  to  be  drawn  into  the  game,  byi 
no  fault  of  her  own,  nndi-r  vt»ry  inconvenient  conditions. 
On  the  10th  of  March,  161^,  by  the  dejith  of  the  Em- 
peror Matthias,  Ferdinand  of  St)Tia  had  succeeded,  in 
virtne  of  a  previoua  election,  to  the  crown  of  Bohemia. 
On  the  l(>th  of  August  —  two  days  before  }ie  was  un.-tiii- 
mously  elected  Emperor  of  Germany  —  the  Statoa  of  Bo- 
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fafinia  deposed  hiin«  and  eleotMl  in  hia  Htoad  Frederick 
the  Couut  i'uhttitie  of  tlm  Rliine,  head  of  the  ProtveUnt 
Union,  and  Jaini'B*s  suu-iu-ltiw  ;  expecting  of  ctjui-mi  that 
be  would  liriiig  Uie  stix*ngth  of  Kttgland  witli  liiin.  The 
Englisli  |x-oplt'  weiu  delighted  at  tiiia  triumph  of  Prot- 
estantism in  the  person  of  the  husband  uf  their  favorite 
PrincesH.  and  would  iiave  ruaht'd  to  his  support  at  once. 
But  Jann-s  bud  jJways  disapprovetl  on  principle  of  rebel- 
hon  and  uaurpution  ;  and  not  hti'uig  rt'ady  to  tlirow  bia 
principles  ovm-lxiurd  merely  because  the  olTenJer  was  his 
own  8oifin-t:tu',  he  was  far  frout  being  ambiliuus  for  hint 
of  the  ollured  dignity.  He  hud  not  yet  tuiti&fied  hiniself 
tliat  the  revolt  ngainst  Matthias  was  justifiable;  and  now 
they  hnd  tnken  upon  thoniselveB  to  depose  the  new  King, 
who  held  hia  title  by  their  own  election,  and  to  offer  the 
throue  to  a  stranger.  Such  a  proceeding  was  contrary  on 
the  face  of  it  to  all  hi.s  ideas  of  what  was  h'gitimntA  as 
between  subjects  and  king»,  and  woidd  have  been  enough 
of  itself  to  deter  liim  from  becoming  accessory,  though 
lifter  the  fact.  But  vwn  if  he  had  seen  no  overruhng 
objection  to  the  proposal  in  point  of  principle,  a  mau  so 
full  of  thoughts  anil  up prt^l tensions  could  hardly  be  blind 
to  the  hazardtt  in  point  of  policv>  In  accepting  the  Bohe- 
mian crown,  Krinlta-ifk  iuvulvud  himself  in  a  war  agiiinsfc 
the  Emperor,  who  already  (na  James  knew  by  the  report 
of  his  own  ainhatitiador)  counted  victory  certain.  lie  hud 
had  no  experience  in  war ;  nor  had  he  ever  shown  any 
genius  for  couimaiid.  Hu  ha«l  no  general  of  tried  ability 
under  him.  He  had  m-itlicr  men  nor  uiouey  euough  for 
ihv,  work;  and  yet  he  was  uut  a  mau  who  had  nothing  to 
lose,  for  bis  own  Palatinate  was  by  its  position  particu- 
larly vubierable.  He  would  be  a  stranger  in  his  own  king- 
dom ;  his  eouaoillorti,  hia  nobility,  and  his  jmopU)  alike 
unknown  to  him.  How  rajmy,  or  whether  any,  of  the 
other  Prot<fStant  princes  of  Germany  would  atlrout  the 
Emperor  by  helping  him,  no  one  could  tell.     The  rirUirs 
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\v]iicli  Bubseqiionfc  trial  pi-oved  him  U>  possess  —  spirit, 
courage,  a  religions  faith  in  the  sanctity  of  his  cause,  and 
an  almost  heroic  incapacity  to  believe  it  lost  —  he  hud 
not  yet  given  proof  of.  Altogether  it  hiul  the  locik  of  an 
unhopeful  enterprise ;  and  though  we  may  not  appeal  to 
the  event  for  proof  that  it  wouM  have  been  unfortunate 
had  England  entered  into  it  with  all  her  heart  (because 
the  event  might  iu  that  case  have  been  different),  it  wfts 
plain  to  dispiissionale  observers,  though  fully  symiJUthiz- 
ing  with  the  pttpular  wiahes,  that  England  was  not  iu  a 
Butfioieutly  commanding  poBitioD  to  make  the  dilTerenue 
grcHt.  Writing  on  the  11th  of  September,  Chamberlain 
Bays  10  Carloton  :  — 

"  We  hear  Uiat  the  Palsgrave  is  crowned  King  of  Bohemia, 
Ko  that  llipre  is  now  no  place  left  for  delihuriitiou.  nor  fi»r  me- 
diation of  peace,  till  one  side  be  utlerly  ruinetl.  Go»l  kimkI  lain 
good  success  ;  but  surely  it  was  a  venturous  part,  and  likely  to 
Kt  nil  Chnstendom  by  the  eiirs.  The  wurtJ  thinks  it  was  ftj 
plot  of  the  l^rince  of  Orange  and  the  Dtikn  of  Ikiuillou  to  drai 
in  our  King  iioltits  volent ;  hut  how  hi^  18  evury  way  provided 
for  such  a  husine&s  you  know,  or  miiy  easily  guess." 

Such  was  the  case  upon  which  Frederick  now  sent  to 
nsk  his  father-in-law's  advice.  His  ambus»uh)r  dnlivered 
his  niesi^ige  to  him  on  the  I^d  of  September,  overtaking 
him  at  Bagshot,  on  his  way  to  Windsor,  where  (jiccord- 
ing  to  Canulen)  he  arrived  the  same  day.  His  answer 
at  the  moment  was  that  *' he  would  conauler  of  it."  At 
Windsor  he  was  to  see  Bacon  ;  and  it  appears  by  the 
next  letter  that  be  had  a  '* discourse"  with  him  there, 
of  an  imjjortant  clmracter,  thongh  on  what  particnlar 
subject  we  are  not  inforniod,  which  was  followed  within 
a  day  or  two  by  a  letter  (ad^lresscd  to  Bnekinghiun  ap- 
pmvntly  on  tlie  8th)  of  "  ailvice  touching  the  business  of 
Bohemia.'*  On  the  lULh,  a  full  account  of  all  the  past 
negotiations  vtas  hud  i)efore  the  Council  by  the  King^s 
command  ;    and    the  Board  was    prepared  to  deliberate 
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tipon  tbe  ndvioe  vrhioh  they  should  offer,  when  the  dis- 
cussion was  interrupted  by  n^^ws  tliat  Ki'ederick  had  mado 
his  choice  aiiH  elected  to  Kceept  the  Bohemian  crowij. 

This  letter  of  Bucon's  hua  not  been  preserved,  and  all 
we  know  of  it  is  gathi^red  from  Bunkinglmm's  answer, 
as  explaine<i  by  the  docket,  which  Stephens  (who  first 
printed  the  letter)  seeuis  to  have  overhioked ;  though 
without  it  we  should  not  know  tlutt  the  King  had  eon- 
ftultei:!  Uaoun  about  the  BohemiHii  question  at  all.  Both 
letter  and  docket  are  here  taken  from  the  original  —  now 
in  tlie  British  Museum. 

TO  TBU  IjORD  chancellor. 

My  Mo^oitABLK  Lord,  —  Aa  I  was  readin<^  your  Lordship^s 
leLUir,  his  Mujesly  ounie,  aud  took  it  oiiL  ol'  my  haiiilx.  wlitfii  lie 
I  JtDevr  front  whom  it  CHiue,  before  I  ouuld  rend  the  pa|)er  eu- 
clo6e<l:  mid  told  me  that  you  liail  iloue  like  m  wise  couut^cllor; 
tint  setliug  dowu  tli«  Hlale  of  (he  question,  and  then  propound- 
ing the  difiieultiea,  the  reiit  beiii;;  to  be  doiio  in  its  own  time. 

I  au  glad  uf  ttiis  orcafliun  of  writing  to  your  Lordnlup,  that 
I  may  now  let  your  Lortljhip  understand  hi«  Majesty's  good 
conceit  anrl  acceptation  of  your  service  upon  your  discourse  wilb 
bim  at  Windsor,  which  though  I  licard  not  myself,  jet  I  heard 
hu  Majesty  much  uommeiiil  it  bt.ttl)  for  the  metlicKl  aud  the  Af- 
fection you  sliowci  theiein  to  hin  aflairetin  such  ejiriie&t  manoer 
u  If  you  raadu  it  your  only  stud/  and  care  to  advance  his  Maj> 
,  t(itjr*s  service.     And  so  I  rest 

Your  IvordshlpV  faiiliful  friend  and  seTvantf 

G.  BcoKiNauAW. 
Wakstkad,  !»  i5ept.  1619. 

The  advicti  enclosed  in  this  letter,  whatever  it  waa, 
mast  have  bL*cn  addresaed  to  the  quealioii  how  the  uftor 
made  by  tho  Buhcniian  Dirc^tomte  sbuuld  U*  entfrtained. 
The  subsequent  uninHHKvnient  thitt  Frederick  bad  dtv 
cided  to  aeoept  it  altered  the  ovMi ;  aud  there  were  those 
who,  regardiiij^  it  merely  Jw  a  question  of  expediency, 
thought  that  (the  struggle  of  the  natione  bi*ing  now  un- 
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rtvoitlabltj)  it  was  th«  policy  of  EngUviid  to  btt  first  in  the 
field. 

But  to  the  Kiug  poUtical  expediency  was  not  tbo  whole 
matter;  ur,  if  it  was,  poUtical  morality  was  part  of  it. 
While  the  question  was  only  tiotv  beat  to  disMimde  Fred- 
erick from  H  rash  reaoUition,  the  concurrence  of  the  Coun- 
cil (if  he  coutd  obtain  it)  wouhl  add  great  weight  to  the 
tulvice  he  had  to  ofter.  Now  that  it  hud  become  a  ques- 
tion of  commilting  England  Ut  the  approval  and  support 
of  u  cause  which  in  point  of  justice  he  licld  to  be  at  least 
doubtful,  he  wanted  no  advice  ;  aitd  summoned  the  Couu* 
cil  again  only  to  hear  his  dt'torniination.  In  the  absence 
of  any  authentic  report  of  the  proceeding,  an  fxtnict  of  a 
letter  written  a  few  days  i\fter,  which  I  find  among  Dr. 
Birch^B  historical  collections^  gives  an  account  of  it  which 
is  probably  as  trustworthy  as  any,  though  the  Arriter's 
name  is  not  stated. 

"There  waa  another  meeting  of  the  Council  appointed  on 
Sunday  at  Wansiead  to  reiiulve  about  the  tuunner  of  his  Maj- 
esty V  Carriage  and  proceedings  in  this  business*  whether  be 
should  engage  himaelf  unto  the  same  King's  assistance  or  no, 
ami  with  what  nutans.  ISut  his  Mnjcsty  perceiving  thitl  tho 
Council's  inclinations  t4^nde<l  to  tLe  affinnative  (whieli  was 
agauisl  his  own),  hi!  preTUDtcil  their  oilnoea;  hcin^  come  him- 
self to  the  Board  with  a  plain  duclaratioii  that  hu  would  not 
engage  himself  unto  the  quarrel  ufore  he  were  satisfied  of  llie 
justice  of  (be  States  of  Boliemia's  proceeiling  In  renouncing  of 
FeniiuundfWhom  they  had  formerly  chosen  for  llieir  King.  Be* 
sides  that  he  said  the  business  did  not  reqnire  sach  a  haste  o> 
his  resolutions,  seeing  thjit  the  winter  was  ao  near  at  hand,  dur- 
ing which  there  could  lie  nothing  done,  etc.  Upon  which  speech 
of  his  Majesty's  all  the  Board  remained  mute,  there  being  hut 
very  few  among  them  that  hail  other  affections  than  to  favor  the 
lively  embracing  of  the  cause.  Iioth  for  the  common  good  of  the 
religion  aud  fur  the  pariicular  honor  and  intcrt;4t  of  this  .State. 
And  it  is  a  great  heiirt'8  grief  to  nniny  (hut  so  glorious  and' 
hravR  an  occasion  ftlunild  he  no  Iwtler  cutertuinod  by  us,  and 
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that  uoble  Prince  no  better  scooaded  in  his  geacrou«  proceed- 
iug.  Yei  will  I  not  dcTiiy  but  ihut  warn  very  good  jiulgmetiLS 
do  with  very  plausible  reasons  justify  tiis  Mujesly's  piraeiit  for- 
IteiLTAUce,  iu  llut  if  upon  thin  first  adrertisemeot  he  sLoitld  bruuk 
forth  into  hu  open  dfcluraUon  anil  iisststaix^e  of  thii  new  King, 
be  ftioiiid  not  only  belie  ull  the  funner  uctions  und  prufe^ftonn 
of  his  life,  whereby  he  hath  gotten  the  reputation  and  title  of  * 
pcftoe-mnker  of  Christendom.  —  seeing  that  it  would  presently 
CARl  the  iniputntion  ii|>on  Inm  of  liitviug  been  the  uuthor  and 
iibeilor  of  thrtt  enterprise  of  liiit  8on-iu-law,  —  Iiut  aUo  would 
iw  likely  to  Blir  up  the  other  Cutbolic  jirinecs,  us  Fmnce  nnd 
olheft,  to  ibe  dereMse  of  tlie  other  puriy,  as  being  a  mere  quai^ 
rel  of  llelii^on  ;  whereas  by  this  his  Majesty's  rewrvednosa  it 
ii  «upf>osed  they  will  be  contented  and  glad  perhaps  to  see  the 
new  grentnes*  of  Ferdinand  contested  by  lliat  of  the  new  Kiug 
of  Bohemia.  With  these  discourses  we  must  oonifort  uuri»elve< 
when  we  cannot  better  help  it." 

Upon  the  quetttion  of  policy  there  would,  no  doubt,  be 
room  for  much  dispute.  But  Jatues*a  position  I  take  to 
liuve  been  simply  this:  throughout  all  thp^^e  troubles,  in 
till  his  promises  of  asstRtanee  and  ooopenition,  to  whiit- 
over  party,  lie  hud  fiistim-tly  explained  that  bo  would 
have  notltirig  to  do  witli  any  unjust  aggression  up<jn  the 
rights  of  others.  Whether  the  acceptanoe  of  tito  Bohe- 
mian Crown  by  Frederick  was  op  was  not  an  unjust  ag- 
gression upoi»  the  riglits  of  Furdinand,  depended  upon 
the  logul  validity  of  his  election;  nnd  tho  first  thing  to 
be  done  was  to  aseertain  whether  it  was  legally  valid  or 
not.  And  this  was  the  substance  of  the  answer  wliich 
be  sent  him. 

Tho  baUnoe  in  the  King's  favor  upon  the  year's  ao> 
count,  which  Baoon  had  reportefl  twolvo  months  before, 
had  nut  been  sullicient  to  meet  tlie  extruordiimry  eX- 
IH^nditure,  and  **  the  King's  state  **  —  that  is,  the  state  ot 
the  Exchequer  —  was  still  the  great  difficulty  of  the  gov- 
eniment-     Tin]  "am-ivnt  and  honorable,"  and  in  Bitcon*s 
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opiDion  the  only  adnqtiRte,  remedy  (which  was  by  PaT- 
liameDt, — and  which,  upon  his  recommendation,  or  at 
least  in  accordance  with  it,  was,  iu  spito  of  previous  fail- 
nres,  on  tlie  point  of  being  tried  once  more  in  the  uu- 
tumn  of  1615),  had  been  postponed  by  cauwa  which  he 
would  hinisi.'lf  prolnibly  Imve  considered  sufficient.  For 
I  thiuk  that  neither  during  the  popular  excitement  about 
the  murder  of  Overbury,  uor  while  the  King  was  bent 
upon  arranging  a  marriage  between  hts  sou  and  the  Span- 
ish Infanta,  nor  while  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  proeeedinga 
were  under  inquiry  and  his  execution  fresh  in  memory, 
nor  while  the  Bohemian  Protestants  were  in  insurrection 
and  the  King  was  unprepared  to  take  up  arnm  in  their 
support,  could  he  honestly  have  encouraged  him  to  hope 
for  help  from  the  House  of  Commons.  From  the  snm- 
mer  of  1616,  therefore,  to  the  summer  of  1620,  it  was 
only  by  the  improvement  and  husbiindry  of  the  ordinary 
resources  of  the  Crown  that  the  King  could  be  got  out  of 
debt.  And  in  this  way  a  great  de^il  was  done.  At  the 
death  of  Salisbury  in  1612,  the  Crown  was  XdOO,000  in 
debt,  and  the  ordinary  annual  revenue  fell  short  of  the 
ordinary  annual  ex|>enditure  by  X  160,000.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  1617,  about  the  time  when  Bacon  received 
the  seals,  the  ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  had  been 
brought  nearly  to  an  equality,  —  tUo  reeeipls  a  little  ex- 
ceeding the  expenses  but  not  much.  What  the  debt  then 
amounted  to  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertjiin ;  but  it 
was  found  necessary  about  the  same  time  to  borrow  an- 
other jeiOO,000.  In  the  following  November  a  vigor*)Us 
effort  was  mtide  to  retrench  the  expenses  of  the  house- 
hold ;  and  in  July,  1618,  when  upon  tlie  removal  of  the 
Karl  of  Suffolk  the  treasurcrship  was  put  in  commission, 
a  general  reform  in  the  management  of  the  department 
was  begun,  and  carried  on  with  no  inconsiderable  success. 
The  next  year  I  find  from  a  statement  in  Sir  Henry 
Yelverton's  handwriting  that  the  ordinary  revenue  ex- 
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[vd  tbe.  onlifiary  expenditure  by -£47,000;  the  debt 
being  then  X800»000.  la  January,  1019-20.  the  excess 
oi  ih**  receipts  over  tbe  issues  bud  risen  to  ^61,555,  all 
of  which  wim  free  to  be  employed  for  tJie  discharge  of 
pressing  extraordinaries.  <  )n  the  25th  of  March  foUow- 
rng,  the  debt  was  only  jE7ll,026.  And  on  tbe  29Ui  of 
September  it  had  been  further  reduced  (if  I  under»t:ind 
the  record  right)  to  X*ill,525.  But  tliougli  things  were 
really  improving,  they  were  not  improving  nearly  bo  fust 
as  tlie  case  required,  nor  quite  so  fast  (in  llHCon*8  opin- 
ion) as  the  ease  admitted.  And  it  mu6t  apparently  have 
been  some  time  between  the  two  dates  last  mentioned  — 
the  25th  of  March  and  tbe  29th  of  Scpti-Mnber,  lfi20  — 
tlmt  he  addrettaed  to  the  King  a  letter  upon  tbe  means  of 
rectifying  bis  estate,  in  wluc^h  be  especially  ui'ged  the 
appointment  of  another  Ltjrd  Tnnisurer.  Whatever  its 
date,  it  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  beginning  of 
October:  by  which  time  a  new  chance  had  offered  it- 
self. 

Id  the  mean  time  we  hear  of  anotlier  occasional  work  of 
Bacon's  which  I  should  have  been  glad  to  see,  but  have 
not  succeeded  in  6nding.  Tho  uses  to  which  the  Star 
Chamber  was  put  in  tho  next  reign,  and  which  caused  iti 
precipitate  dissohitiou  with  universal  consent  and  ap* 
plause  within  little  more  than  twenty  years  from  this 
time,  arc  so  a3s<K!)ated  in  popular  imagination  with  its 
nnme,  that  the  very  tradition  of  its  proper  functions  and 
real  character  Itaa  been  lost.  The  records  of  its  proceed- 
ings, which  were  carefully  kept,  appear  to  have  beun  abol- 

,ed  along  with  it ;  for  they  are  nowhere  to  be  found  ; 

id  onr  mure  learned  historians  occupy  themselves  in 
discussions  of  its  antiquity  and  origin,  of  the  right  by 
wbiob  it  existed,  the  extent  of  tbe  powers  which  it  aa- 
sumed,  and  the  use  which  waa  or  might  have  been  made 
of  them  to  support  the  usurpations  of  the  prerogative  ; 
but  tl^e  actual  constitution  of  tlie  Court,  the  rulea  by 
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wbicli  it  wiia  practically  governed,  and  the  conditionn  un- 
der which  ito  powers  wvrc  exercised,  hnve  lieeit  so  little 
miderstood,  or  so  imperfectly  ospIauiyLl.  that  inuat  peo- 
ple now  think  of  it  as  a  tribimal  wliose  deoimons  were  at 
the  abaolutti  disposal  of  thu  crowu.  It  la  true  indeed,  aa 
Hume  observes,  that  "it«  .•vutliority  \v;us  at  no  time  cir- 
cumscrihed  nor  its  nietli<id  of  proeiH»dingdireftt«d,  by  any 
law  or  statute ; '  that  its  raembera  consiBbed  of  pursoiis 
'*  who,  all  of  them,  enjoyed  their  offices  durinij  ple;uiure  j"  ^ 
tlint  the  trials  wen;  nut  hy  jury  ;  and  tlierefore  that,  in 
the  hands  of  a  king  who  uould  afford  to  disregat^  opin- 
ion, it  was  a  very  powerful  instrument,  and  might  bo 
turned  to  very  ilffipotie  u&efi.  Hnt  so  niiglit  tho  Courts 
of  Common  Law  be  —  the  iiitcrveDlion  of  the  Jury  not- 
withstanding :  for  tht^  common-law  Judges  also  held  their 
offices  during  pleasure,  mid  a  single  Judge  that  wu}'  dii^- 
posed  could  tuni  his  otiiou  to  mure  fatal  usea  than  the 
whole  quorum  of  the  Star  Chanjber,  \vho  could  never  go 
beyond  fine  and  imprisonment  ;  und  who,  if  tliey  were 
trusted  (aa  all  judges  must  be)  with  a  large  discretinn, 
were  at  the  same  time  restricted  in  the  exercise  of  it  by 
uU  the  conditions  which  are  usually  found  effective  in 
preventing  abuse.  They  were  all  men  of  high  position, 
subject  to  observation,  and  having  reputiitions  to  lose. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Court  were  public,^  formal,  ehib- 
orate,  and  governed  by  precedent.     No  cause  could  ba 
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>  /if.,  vol.  T..  p.  4&H.    AlmoNt  til.    Biit  tticra  were  biibops  unong  ibein,  i 
wlioru  thU  could  not  be  wiid. 

>  I  bclicvp  it  i*  commonly  luppoMil  now  to  hav«  been  a  ucrt^  tribunnl.  Oa 
tbe  it2<]  o>f  June,  IS71,  Mr.  C.  DawMtHt,  Bri^iiri^  iic«in*t  tliu  Bntlat  Dill,  and  t>h- 
MrrinfT  (bat  the  best  corrrctiuu  iif  bribery  waa  jwiblic  opinion,  ''adilefl  ibat  th« 
UtiMiit  nouM  dvftlrf>y  all  ttii*  mora]  liillueiicfi  aiiJ  iatt^'-iact  iitlotht  Btitiih  C*»*~ 
rtttuthift  tht  ipirit  of  tkt  Stir  Chtmbtr.  He  would  rei»r'1  bi«  vote  against  this 
M&'tt.  iiltnt,  and  inin<liMu  gytten."  {Daity  Setci^  33  June,  IBTl.)  And  on  ilia 
ISlh  of  April,  1879, 1  liiid  io  a  tcadiii);  article  of  the  NUtt"  papfr,  upon  an  »rdcr 
ta  OouDCil  enjoining  idh<<rt'nce  to  iho  old  rtilc  wluvli  forbid*  Prii-y  Crtunt'illow 
to  publinb  "how  tbe  partioularvniivMi  and  o|>litiotiHtvt>iit,"  tba  rvmurh,  titat  ttich 
■  rul«  "Mrore  ol  ibearbltmrr  pf^iC4>etliii£ii  of  ih«!  Siar  t.'hAiiibar." 


1Q1»-B0.]    BULKS  OF  PKOCEUtkfi  IS  THE  STAB  L'tUilDEa.      3^3 

henni  if  le«s  tlian  eight  vrciv  present,  uini  iii  giving  sen- 
tence each  uiuiubcr  had  to  declat'e  bis  own  judgment 
ftopiiniti^ly,  with  his  reasons, —  the  lowest  beginning  and 
the  rest  fuUowtng  in  order.  It  is  cleat'  that  in  ordinary 
times  snch  a  body  could  not  havo  bc'cn  a  Mnvrnirnt  in- 
Btruineiit  of  an  nn|>opuIar  policy.  A  king  Ktrong  4>nongh 
utkeneige  t'»  defy  his  Ihwm  and  liin  people  might  possibly 
Mioceed  in  working  it,  and  a  weak  oii>*  in  ditficutties 
might  be  ttMnpled  to  try:  but  popular  indignntiou  is  a 
powerful  deterrent,  and  to  find  eight  men  in  high  placu 
of  whom  as  many  as  five  eould  be  counted  on  iis  willing 
tu  niiike  thunibelvea  pcrtionidly  and  publicly  responsible 
for  «npf»pular  acts  which  they  felt  to  be  unjustifiable, 
must  iu  ordinary  times  hiive  been  extremely  diiBcult. 
Aceordingly,  among  the  grievances  complained  of  by  the 
Purliiiments  of  Elizabeth  and  James  I.,  we  do  not  6nd 
any  niontiMn  of  the  Star  Chamber  :  and  though  in  the 
pamphlets  and  news-letters  uf  the  time  complaints  may 
probably  be  found  against  particular  seotencea,  thera 
were  no  syraptrujis  as  yet  of  u  tendency  to  donouuoe  the 
iiistitution  itself  as  an  evil.  Before  the  Reign  of  Charles 
1.*  I  doubt  whether  any  man  whose  opinion  carries 
weight  would  have  condemned  it.  Certainly,  not  many 
yeui'S  before,  two  men  whose  opinions  ought  to  ciirry 
ver)'  great  weight  s[>ok8  of  it  in  terms  which  almost  ex- 
clude the  buppositiiui  that  Ua  value  as  an  institution  was 
at  that  time  considered  disputable.  No  two  men  had  had 
more  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Star  Chamber  — 
few  had  had  better  uppurtunities  of  watdilng  the  admin- 
nistration  of  justice  generully  —  than  Ilacou  and  Coke. 
Both  of  them  have  recorded  their  opinion  of  it  in  Ixioks 
which  wen?  meant  for  posterity,  and  where  they  could 
have  no  motive  f"r  saying  what  they  did  not  think. 

**  It  is  the  most  lioaocublo  Court,"  suya  Coke,  wriliog  lU  bis 
old  tt^v,  when  lie  wiis  ua  longer  a  servant  of  the  Ci*own  hut  a 
IuihKt  1)1*  the  fiopiilar  cau«P  in  the  House  or  CoiuniotiB  —  "(out 
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parltftment  excepted)  that  is  in  the  Christian  world,  both  in  re- 
spect of  the  Judges  of  the  court,  and  of  their  houorahle  pro- 
ceeding according  to  thoir  just  jurisdiction  aiid  the  ancient  and 
just  orders  of  the  Conru  For  the  Judges  of  the  »ame  are  (as 
you  have  heard)  tlie  grandees  of  the  realm,  tlie  I^rd  Chancellor, 
the  Lord  Treafiurvr.  the  Lord  Preaidcnl  of  (be  Kiiig's  Couudl, 
the  Lord  Privy  Heal,  all  the  Lords  spiritual.  temponU,  and 
others  of  tJie  ICing'a  most  honorable  Privy  Council,  and  the 
principal  Judges  of  the  realm,  and  such  other  Lnrd«  of  Parlia- 
ment as  the  King  shall  name.  And  they  judge  upon  coufus&iou 
or  deposition  of  witnessei! :  and  the  Court  cjiiinot  sit  for  hear- 
ing of  causes  under  llie  number  of  eight  at  the  least.  And  it  is 
truly  Miid.  Curia  Camerre  iteliaftt  $i  vetnstatem  tpectemus,  est  art' 
tiquistima^  si  dignitatem,  f/onoratitaitnti.  This  Court,  the  right 
institution  and  ancient  orders  thereof  being  observed,  doth  keep 
all  England  qniet." 

"This  Court,"  says  Bacon,  writing  in  1621,  — *•  is  one  of  the 
sagest  and  noblest  instilulions  of  this  kiugdooi.  For  in  tlie  dis- 
tribution of  courts  of  ordinary  justice  ....  Uiere  was  never- 
theless always  reserved  a  high  and  prciiuiinent  power  to  the 
King's  Council,  in  causes  that  might  in  example  or  consequence 
concern  the  slate  wf  tlie  commonwealth;  which  if  they  were 
criminal  the  Council  used  to  sit  in  the  chumlier  called  the  8lar 
Chamber,  if  civil,  in  the  while  chamber,  or  Whiteball.  And  as 
the  Chancery  hod  the  praetorian  power  fur  cquiiy,  so  the  Star 
Chamber  had  the  oensorian  power  for  otfensi-a  nndt*r  the  degree 
of  cupitid.  Tills  Court  of  Star  Chamber  h  compounded  of  good 
elements,  for  it  oonsisteth  of  four  kinds  of  persons,  —  Councillors, 
Peeri},  Prelates,  and  Cluef  Judges.  It  discemeth  also  princi- 
pally of  four  kinds  of  causes, —  forces,  fmuds,  crimes  various  of 
htcllionatc,  and  Uie  inchoations  or  middle  acts  towards  crimes 
capital  or  heinous,  not  actt'ally  committed  or  perpetrated.'' 

This  Bacon  wrote  in  his  history  of  Henry  VII.,  in 
nientioniug  the  act  passed  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign, 
"giving  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber  authority  to  punish 
divers  iiiisdeineanors."  But  his  opinion  of  it  us  a  |H>lltia 
institution  appears  still  more  clearly  and  unmistakably 
in  his  great  work  **  De  Augmenlis  Scienliarum  "  (pub* 
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lislierl  in  1623),  where,  among  the  spt^cimens  nf  books 
whicliare  wanted*  is  the  beginning  of  a  treatise  ou  "  Uui- 
versal  Jiistiee,  or  tht*  Fouiitiiiua  of  Law,"  tlie  object  of 
wliich  shiiulJ  be  to  give  a  general  character  of  aclininis- 
trativc  justice  according  to  tlic  true  idea  of  it,  drawn  not 
from  the  institutions  of  any  particular  state,  but  from 
the  univtMSiil  law.s  of  human  Rc>ciety;  by  which,  us  by  a 
pattern,  p:irtionliir  kingdonia  and  cominonweakhH  niig)it 
prove  and  iimt'ud  their  own  hiwa.  Now  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal features  in  this  model  (eo  far  aa  it  is  drawn  out)  is 
the  institution  of  pnetorian  and  ccusorian  eourts  to  sup- 
ply the  deficieucifs  of  the  laws ;  tliat  is,  to  deal  with 
cases  for  which  tlie  hiws  have  failed  to  provide :  and  if 
bis  ideal  description  of  the  constitution  and  funetions  of 
the  ccnsorian  court  be  compared  with  those  of  the  Star 
Chamber  as  it  was  in  his  time,  it  may  well  be  suspected 
but  it  sate  for  the  picture. 
1  may  be  asketl  indeed  how  it  came  that  an  institution 
wliich  deserved  such  a  character  as  this  up  to  the  end 
of  James  the  First^s  rt-'ign  was  swept  away  only  sixteen 
years  after,  with  universal  consent, —  without  a  struggle, 
or  a  hope,  or  a  regret.  My  answer  is,  that  a  King  who 
was  not  otherwise  strong  enough  to  defy  his  |M_'ople  at- 
tempted to  d»i  it  by  means  of  the  Star  Chamber,  and  so 
provoked  them  to  take  it  away  from  him.  Tbe  impoHsi- 
bility  of  obtaining  supplies  from  Parlianjent  except  u|Km 
oondilions  to  which  he  could  not  submit  Itad  drivun 
Clmrles  to  extraordiimry  ways  of  raising  money. 

"For  (he  better  support  of  tlieso  extruoriKnary  ways/'  says 
Clarendon,  "  snd  to  prott-ct  the  agents  and  itistrumenie  who  niiiit 
be  employed  iu  them,  and  to  discountenance  and  supprrA<i  all 
t>oW  iiifiuirLTH  and  <tp[M)M'ni,  tlie  Council  Tahle  and  Star  Clmm- 
bor  eulurgc  their  Jurisdictions  to  a  vast  extent,  'holding  (tw 
Tbucydidca  said  of  the  Ailieninnrs)  for  honorable  timt  which 
pleased  and  for  juRt  llmt  which  prolited.'  And  being  the  same 
penoDs  in  loveral  rooniA,  grew  both  courts  of  Iaw  to  doinrmina 
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rigblt  and  couru  of  revenue  lo  bring  money  into  Uie  Ttvubarj  : 
Uie  Conticil  Tuble  by  proclamatious  eiijoiuiug  lo  the  peofilo 
what  WM  liuL  tiijuiiied  by  iliti  luw,  aotl  jii-uhiblriii);  thai  which 
was  uot  prohibited :  and  the  isUxr  Chnintker  censuring  the  breach 
an<l  di8ol>edi^nce  to  thosti  proclamations  by  very  ^rrcal  fates  and 
iinprisonmeiit ;  bo  that  any  di^res^wct  to  any  aule  of  tsUte  or  to 
(he  personfi  of  suiesnjpn  was  in  no  tiin<^  more  p<'ual,  aud  tho«a 
foundations  of  rl^ht  by  which  umn  valued  their  gecurity,  lu  the 
apprehension  uud  understanding  of  vnse  meHf  never  more  iu 
danger  to  be  dostroyed."  * 

And  »gain  ;  — 

^*The  exorbitances  of  ibis  court  hod  been  such  (at  halh  been 
before  touched)  that  there  were  very  few  persona  of  quulity  who 
had  not  ButTertM]  or  l^eeu  perplexed  by  the  weight  ur  fear  of 
those  censures  and  judgments.  For  having  extenrlcd  their  jq- 
ristlirtiou  from  riots,  perjuriea.  and  the  most  notorioun  misde- 
meanors to  an  ussvrting  uU  proclamatJons  tind  or<lers  of  state ; 
to  the  vindicating  illegal  nommisfiioue,  atid  grants  of  monopolies 
(all  whlcli  were  the  chief  ground  works  of  their  late  proceedings), 
no  man  cduM  hopt*  to  be  longer  free  from  ihtj  in«]uifiitian  of  that 
Court  tlian  he  n'MuKed  to  suhmit  to  those  au'l  the  like  extraot^ 
dinary  cuuriio-s.  And  therefore  there  was  au  entire  inclination 
to  hmit  and  rcgalate  the  proceedings  of  thai  Court:  to  which 
purpose:  a  bill  was  brought  in/'*  etc 

lie  then  rehitcs  In^w  a  bill  which  was  int«nd(Hl  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Court  grew  by  u  kind  of  uccideitt  into  a 
bill  for  its  totuL  abolition,  was  passed  by  tlie  Commous 
contrary  to  all  precedent  upon  u  single  voudtitg  without 
being  committed,  met  with  no  opposition  in  the  Houih>  of 
lairds,  and  so  received  tlin  Royal  Assent,  — and  concludes 
tho  story  in  words  which  show  that  as  to  the  value  of 
the  institution  when  phuxMl  under  proper  regulation,  he 
entirely  agreed  with  Coke  luid  Uacou. 

"  Thus  fell  that  high  Court,  a  great  branch  of  the  Preroga-j 
live;  having  rather  been  extended  uud  confirmed  thau  fouDdedj 

1  (narrndott,  twnk  I.,  p.  tSS. 
*  Id.,  bouk  lit.,  p.  400. 
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by  that  Sutiutt!  of  tli»  tenth  ^  your  of  K.  Ileiir>  VU.,  for  do 
dnubl  it  had  liulli  u  lieing  und  a  juris4lirli(iii  hcfort*  llmt  time, 
thoDgh  vulgarly  it  recpiv4'ij  diite  from  lluiiic«  ;  aud  whilst  it  was 
grsvelv  &im1  moderntelr  governed,  wna  an  exoellenl  ex^>fldioQt 
to  preaerve  tho  dignity  of  tiie  King,  the  honor  of  his  Council, 
and  the  ficace  and  Hucnt-ity  of  the  kinj^doui.  But  the  tnking  it 
away  was  nn  net  very  popuhir ;  which  it  may  be  was  not  then 
more  politic  than  tlie  reviving  it  may  be  thought  hereafter,  wheu 
the  preseDt  di»temper8  dhal)  be  oxpired."" 

If  the  iibnses  which  were  felt  to  be  su  totulerabk  iiiid 
thought  to  bo  so  iDcorrigibie  arose  (as  it  a^euia  they  Jtd) 
fn>m  tlie  undue  ext«ni>iini  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court, 
it  must  huve  been  for  want  of  public  rules  ileiiniiig  its 
jurijBtlicUon  iind  rrgulitting  its  procuclure.  And  this  de- 
fect Uiicon  »t'oms  to  hiiVH  observod  ulrt-ady,  and  deaigned 
to  remedy.  For  a  set  of  "  rules  £nr  the  Star  Chamber,*' 
wbioh  WfVM  to  constitute  a  "durable  piUnr  for  the  jiistiau 
of  this  kingdom  in  perpetnity,"  c;Ui  Inirdly  have  had  any 
other  object.  In  the  b(>giiitiing  of  June,  ItiSO,  when  there 
w«5  no  outcry  against  the  Court,^  ho  wrote  to  Buckitig- 
huin  as  follows  :  — 

TO  THE  MARQUIS  OF  BUCKINGHAM. 

My  VKRY  G<X)D  Lord,  —  I  went  to  Kew  for  pleasure, 
but  1  met  with  [»iin.  But  neither  pleasure  nor  pain  can 
withdraw  my  mind  from  Uiinking  of  his  Majesty's  eer- 

*  iio  print(>il.     It  f>hniiU  evWlenlly  b«  "  IliirJ." 
<  ntrpihlim,  liouk  iil.,  p.  40l. 

*  Ultra  w»rD  >otne  Hyiii|»Uiiiu),  buwvv«r.  iil>i<ia  till-  tiiii<*,  of  (ropuliir  murmur 
•KKiDil  file  i-xlvQt  uf  juriuliL-tiuu  ueuincil  ;  aufl  It  (miiilnl  to  Ihc  vt^rj  abusn 
which  bix.ui;lil  tlie  INiiirt  In  an  wiitlmely  vml  "  lo<l«ttI,"  na^TB  CliKTiilivrlaln, 
writing  uii  tti«  DUi  nf  July,  16W  "tlia  worM  It  nnw  miicli  terriflotl  with  thr 
Star  ('biinlxT,  Dirir  I'l-infr  not  fu  liitlo  an  oflcnoc  >i^.tiiiH|  ntiy  pn-tlaiiiatioo  but 
ift  linttlt-  AD'I  ■iili).-'t  r<i  il\i-  .'pn-iiM-  iif  ttiAt  court."  lU-  doM  li'«l.  Jutwi-wr,  meii- 
tisi)  any  |MiitU'ular  (»•(•  In  whloli  U*  [i>wvr  ••■viri*  tu  liili'«  llettil  atfiiB'nl  i  aiM] 
di«  ()ii»*iinn  wlu'tlivr  an  oOvnt  Agwinat  a  ijnx-laiiuitiuii  wa*  justly  coiiaiiiablv 
il«i<t>i»l«  uiMin  tlin  i|iii-«iion  whfltifr  it  wa>  «  |tn>clainatii>u  n/  tkt  ^iv,  or  unly 
a(  itt*>  Kimr**  pUaaiirr.  Hut  III*  vxioiciice  of  Die  murmur  may^  hav*  anin^^tod 
lu  B«rnn  tbt  ■(t|ilirali<»a  nf  thn  r«ine4y. 
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vice.  And  beoituse  his  Majpsty  shall  we  how  I  was  oc- 
cupied at  Kew,  I  spikI  him  these  papers  of  Rules  for  the 
Star  Chamber  ;  wherein  his  Majesty  shiiU  eix-et  one  of 
the  noblest  and  dnrnblest  iiillurs  for  the  juatiee  of  this 
kingdom  in  perj^etuity  that  can  be  ;  after  by  his  own  wis- 
dom and  the  advicLt  of  hh  Lords  he  shiill  have  revistnl 
them^  mid  eetJibliiihed  them.  The  .manner  and  circnm- 
staucea  I  refer  to  ray  attending  his  Majesty.  The  ruleB 
are  not  all  set  duwu,  but  1  will  do  the  rest  within  two  or 
three  days.     I  ever  remain 

Your  Lordshij/s  moat  obliged  friend, 
and  faithful  servant, 

Fr.  Vekulam,  Cane, 
t  June,  t6S0. 

Whatever  the  form  of  the  enclosed  Ruled  inuy  buve 
been^  the  principles  to  which  they  were  t*)  give  effeet 
would  no  doubt  be  those  which  are  laid  down  in  the 
aphorisms  concerning  Censorian  Courts  :  o{  which  (as  the 
best  supply  of  the  lost  paper  wiuch  I  can  otter)  I  subjoin 
a  translation. 

Aphorism  32. 

Let  there  be  Courts  and  jurisdietions  which  may  de- 
cide according  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  a  | 
mail,  in  cases  where  the  rule  of  law  fails.  For  the  law^ 
(:is  has  been  said  before)  cannot  be  fnuued  to  meet  all 
cases ;  but  is  ailapted  to  such  as  gouernlly  occur.  But 
Time,  as  was  Huid  of  old,  is  the  witiost  of  things,  and  the 
author  and  inventxjr  every  day  of  new  cases. 

Aphorism  83. 

New  oases  occur  both  iu  criminal  and  civil  causes  ;  in 
criminul,  requiring  punishment;  in  civil,  requiring  relief. 
The  Courts  which  deal  with  the  former  we  call  CV»«o- 
rian  :  those  which  deal  with  the  latter  Prcetortan. 
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APHOltISM  3-t. 

Let  tUu  CenBorian  Coiirto  have  juriHtliction  and  power 
not  only  to  punish  new  offi*nm'.%  bul  also  to  inoiv:i80  the 
punisliinent*  proscribed  by  the  law  for  old  offenses,  where 
the  ca»ea  are  heinotis  and  enormoiw.  For  whut  is  enor- 
inuiitt  is  in  a  manner  new. 

Aphorism  35. 

Let  the  Pnetorian  Courts  in  like  manner  have  power 
tis  whU  t*>  give  relief  against  the  rujor  of  the  law,  as  t" 
supply  the  defect  of  the  law.  Fur  if  a  remedy  be  due  to 
one  whnni  the  law  has  forgotten,  much  more  tti  une 
whom  it  hojA  wounded. 

Aphorism  3Q, 

'Let  these  Censoiiaii  and  Pnr-torian  Courts  confine 
themselves  to  cns<*s  enormous  and  extraordinary;  and 
not  encroach  upon  the  ordinary  juriNdiclions;  lest  thu 
thing  tend  rsither  to  supplant  the  law  than  to  supply  it. 

Apuohibm  37. 

Ixst  thesi'  juiisdictions  reside  in  the  Supreme  Courts 
only,  and  nnt  be  cunimunicated  to  the  tnfcriur.  For  the 
power  to  supply,  ext<''nd,  or  moderate  laws,  comes  very 
near  to  the  power  of  making  laws. 

Apiiorism  38. 

Hut  let  not  these  Courts  be  cominitttil  to  a  niiigle  per- 
son ;  but  consist  of  several.  And  let  their  decrees  not  go 
forth  in  Hilenuu;  but  let  the  Judges  state  their  reiUions, 
and  that  openly  before  the  byfitanders;  so  that  the  au- 
thority, whirh  in  rospeet  of  p4>wer  is  fr»'e,  may  yet  bo 
circumscribed  in  ivspect  of  fame  and  opinion. 
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Aphobism  39. 

Let  them  not  have  Huthority  to  abed  blood  ;  nor  let 
any  capital  Bentence  be  pronounced  by  any  court  what- 
ever except  accordinj:^  to  a  law  known  and  certain.  God 
himself  denounced  death  before  he  infliuted  it;  and  no 
man  ouglit  to  be  deprived  of  his  life,  who  did  not  know 
beforehand  that  he  was  sinning  against  his  life. 

Aphorism  40. 

In  the  Censorian  Cunrts  let  there  be  a  third  voto 
allowed;  that  is,  that  the  judges  be  not. obliged  either 
to  acquit  or  condemn,  but  may  likewise  declare  the  fact 
not  proven.  And  let  there  be  power  to  inflict  not  a 
penalty  only,  but  also  a  note  or  mark;  such,  I  mean,  as 
shall  not  extend  to  actual  punishment,  but  may  end 
either  in  admonition  only,  or  in  a  light  disgrace, — 
punishing  the  offender  as  it  were  with  a  blush. 

APHoaiSM  41. 

In  the  Censorian  Courts  let  the  inchoating  and  middle 
acts  towards  all  great  crimes  be  punished,  though  the 
fact  be  not  accomplished.  For  it  is  as  well  the  part  of 
severity  to  punish  the  beginnings  of  crimes,  as  of  mercy 
to  prevent  (by  punishing  the  middle  acts)  the  perpetn*- 
tion  of  them. 


CHAPTER   II. 

A.   D.   1620-1621.     JULY-UAROH.     ^H-AT.  60. 


The  state  of  the*  Exeliequer  continood  to  be  Bucon's 
greiit  Htibjecfc  of  anxiety.  His  Iftflt  letter  of  ailvice  luul 
w  yet  produced  no  effect.  The  CommiwionerB  were 
working  on  \\s  thi'V  **ould,  but  without  any  prospt'Pt  of 
effecting  a  ruw ;  hikI  the  King's  study  of  the  Bohemian 
question  Imil  not  yet  enabled  him  to  tnke  an  attitndo 
which  would  enaure  him  the  sympathy  of  another  ParHa- 
ment.  The  proofs  of  the  validity  of  Frederiok'a  election 
wtiii-'h  he  had  aflked  for  had  been  hud  before  him  ia 
January,  and  about  the  Bame  time  an  argument  on  the 
opixmite  side  hud  bfOii  submitted  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
His  eonchision  upon  reading  both  sides  was  that  tlimigh 
the  estates  of  Bohemia  wore  not  bound  to  elect  Ferdi- 
nand, it  did  not  follow  that  they  had  a  right  to  annul 
the  eh^ction.  The  question  therefore,  was  **  whether  the 
deposition  of  a  King  once  elected  was  valid  by  the  con- 
stitution of  Bohemia.''  Had  it  been  possible  for  him  to 
keep  quite  out  of  the  quarrel,  it  would  have  matlereil  lit- 
tle how  long  ho  was  in  coming  to  n  eoncUwion  upon  that 
point.  To  take  part  with  the  new  King  of  Bohemia, 
whether  he  were  usurper  or  legitimate*  would  have  be«tn 
to  nngngft  in  n  cauBe  di*stined  to  failure  ;  to  takn  part 
a^nsb  him  would  havu  btwn  to  ennigi;  England  and 
play  into  the  enemy's  hands;  to  offer  mediation  would 
hnve  b^M'n  to  invite  a  secoTid  rejection  without  any  Ijojms 
of  doing  good.  But  uufovtuiiately  it  was  not  practica- 
ble to  keep  altogether  out  of  the  quarrel.  As  soon  as 
Frederick,  in  accepting  the  BohtMnian  throne,  put  hiniself 
at  war  with  the  Emperor,  the  Emperor  began  to  make 
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preparations  for  nttackiiig  tlie  Palatinate,  whicli  \ny  con- 
vfniently  for  annexation  by  one  of  liis  indoj>enilent  ullieH, 
iind  Berv<*d  very  well  for  the  purclniae  of  ln»  Jilliance* 
Now  if  Frederick  aloiie  bad  bad  an  interest  in  tbe  Palat- 
inate, Jmnw  would  probably  have  been  eontent  under 
the  circnniiftaiict's  to  let  bim  defend  it  for  himself  ul'  ny 
with  bis  new  kingdom.  But  the  reveraiun  of  the  Pa- 
latinalc  lM*I<Mi{j;ed  to  Frederick \s  lu-ir,  who  whs  James's 
giimilsnn,  and  (being  no  way  implicati'd  in  tiio  offenm*) 
might  reasonably  look  to  him  to  protect  his  intereat  in 
it.  Tliougb  be  could  not  justly  complain  of  the  blow  its 
aimed  at  Frederick,  h«  might  justly  parry  it  »us  faUing 
upon  England.  And  when  the  muvemnnts  of  the  armies 
beg:in  to  jwint  inimistakably  in  that  direction,  he  ron- 
Bunted  at  Infit  to  allow  volunteers  to  be  levied  in  England 
and  Scotland  by  Frederick's  agents,  and  to  borrow  money 
for  bis  use.  Only  it  w;is  to  be  **on  the  express  condi- 
tion that  it  should  be  employed  in  the  defense  of  the 
Palatinate."  > 

This  small  concession  to  blie  English  war-purty  (^ which 
was  made  in  March,  1619-20)  alarmed  Spain ;  and  Oon- 
domar  was  once  more  sent  back  to  counteract  their  in- 
fluence and  keep  James  out  of  their  handH.  He  camo 
armi^d  Avitb  complaints  and  reniont^trances,  and  charges 
of  promises  unperformed  ;  as  if  expecting  tu  find  a  friend 
turning  enemy  —  an  expectation  whicli  a  very  warm  and 
cordial  reception  dm's  not  seem  to  have  dtme  anything  to 
remove.  But  on  Bering  the  real  state  uf  James's  mind, — 
his  deep  and  serious  vexation  and  {RTpleiity,  Ids  anxi- 
ety to  be  just  to  all  parties,  bis  continued  desire  for  the 
Spanish  alliance,  and  the  strong  pressure  which  he  had 
to  resist  from  the  other  aide,  —  and  having  been  warned 
also  by  Dighy  of  the  risk  he  would  run  by  pressing  him 
too  hard,  —  he  adopted  a  mild  and  friendly  tone*  and 
agreed  to  refer  disputes  to  amicable  conferences  with 

i  Gudincr,  vol.  i.,  p.  )10. 
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Digby  and  Buckingliain.  The  proper  business  of  the 
firet  interview  being  thus  concluded,  they  proceeded  to 
talk  about  the  alTairs  of  tbi?  worUl ;  aiuoii^  tlie  I'e&l.,  iibout 
the  nssiatance  which  Jaiucs  biid  been  pressed  to  send  to 
daughter  aiuL  jc;r:uidL'hihlrcn,  and  the  apprehension  of 
attack  upon  thf  Palatinate  by  the  Kinporor's  forces ; 
u[>on  both  of  which  Gon(h)mnr'R  answers  were  to  tho 
purpose,  and  from  James's  point  of  xnew  not  easy  to 
4lii4put«>.  Upou  tite  first,  *^  Let  them  come  back  to  the 
Paintinat«/*  he  siiid,  ^*  and  he  would  go  himself  as  a 
soldier  to  defend  them; '*  but  to  succor  them  at  Pniguti 
was  not  to  defend  them  against  aggression,  but  to  help 
them  in  an  act  of  aggression  upon  others.  And  as  for 
the  Emperor,  •*  What  would  ^oti  do,"  he  asked,  "  if  any 
one  wnv  to  take  l^oudon  from  you?" — a  (question  upon 
which  James  *^  drew  back, 'Mie  siivs,  and  took  refuge  in 
a  pious  hope  that  *'  everything  would  he  well  accomino- 
datinl.**  It  was  a  cpn'stion  Loo  much  to  the  purpose,  aud 
could  only  be  answeivd  in  one  way*  Tho  conference 
seems  however  to  have  left  Janies  under  the  impression 
that  the  PalutiiuiU*  was  not  in  immediate  danger,  and 
that  Spain  would  join  In  an  effort  for  a  general  piu'ifi- 
cation  upon  the  principle  of  no  aggression  by  anybody 
upon  anvbudy. 

Having  repc^rted  to  Philip  tlie  result  of  this  first  inter- 
view, Ooudmnar  nt'Xt  proceeded  to  reopen  the  marriage 
treaty  ;  which  he  had  suspended  upon  the  i]uestiou  of 
engaging  to  repe^il  the  laws  ngtiinst  the  Catholics.  He 
told  James  that  Pinlip  was  so  joixious  for  the  alliance 
that  he  was  really  to  advance  XliJO,000  out  of  tho  mar- 
riage portion  as  soon  as  the  articles  were  agreed  upon, 
James,  whn  ha<l  already  in  the  former  interview  declared 
himself  still  desirous  that  the  match  should  proceed,  re- 
plied by  a  renewal  oi  bis  former  offer  with  the  old  condi- 
tions: to  which  Gondomar  tliis  time  made  no  objection. 
It  s«eined  as  if  tho  Spaniards  had  thought  better  of  it. 


30-1      GONI>0MARS  COKFERENCES  WITH  TBK  IttNO.    t'**''"*  V^H. 

ant]  come  round  to  liis  tprma.  But  tlie  truth  was  that 
they  Imd  giv»*]i  it  up  As  luipfless  ;  and  baring  no  in- 
tention of  conchiding  tho  bargain,  they  no  longer  cared 
what  terms  they  offered.  $inee  they  found  that  the  con- 
ditinna  which  they  oriijinally  propnst^d  could  not  be  gnt, 
they  bad  ceased  to  wish  for  the  match  anil  wore  now 
osing  it  only  iia  a  divtM-sion.  For  this  it  served  all  the 
better  for  bninfj^  ii  fictinn.  .r:inn'8''9  heart,  oj>en  enoiigli 
at  all  time-8,  opent^d  nion-  freely  than  ever  under  the  in- 
finence  of  this  secraing-friendly  overture.  He  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  hf  considered  his  8on-in-l:iw  a  usurper,  and 
would  give  him  no  help  wliilc  be  remained  in  his  present 
position,  and  thiit  what  he  ought  to  do  was  notliing  leas 
than  to  "  refligu  Bnhemia."  Upnn  br^aring  which,  Gon- 
domar  rei)orted  to  Philip  that  be  might  pi-m-eed  in  hia 
arrangements  with  the  Emperor,  without  fear  of  inter- 
ruption from  Kngland. 

The  negotiations  which  ended  in  this  report  seem  to 
have  occupied  abont  three  months ;  for  it  was  now  the 
middle  of  June,  1G20,  and  Gondomar  had  arrived  in 
England  in  the  middle  of  March.  They  were  followed 
by  n  great  attempt  on  .Tameft*8  part  to  bring  about  the 
general  piicificntion,  of  which  be  supposed  Spain  to  lie  as 
desirous  us  be  was  himself.  He  despatclied  ambassmlors 
to  Venice,  to  Vienna,  to  Brussels,  to  the  States  of  the 
Rhine,  to  Dresflen,  and  to  Prague.  And  certainly  if 
there  was  no  hope  of  success,  it  was  only  beciiuse  the 
other  parties  wei-e  not  so  just  or  not  so  intelligent  as  be 
was.  The  disorder  bad  not  yet  spread  so  far  but  that  if 
they  had  been  willing  to  settle  the  dispute  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  be  had  fitrmerly  recommended — whicli  was 
in  effect  the  simple  one  that  each  party  should  take  what 
was  his  and  resign  what  was  not  his  —  order  might  yet 
have  been  restor**d  without  difficnity.  It  was  not  too 
Iftt-e  for  Ferdinand  to  rcRtnro  the  Protestant*  of  Rohemia 
to  quiet  etijoyment  of  the  "  patenUt.  agreements,  and  or- 
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diuiiiicefi  granted  in  piutt  times  in  their  ftivor  by  the  Km- 
arors,  Kiiiga  of  Buheinia  ;  "  to  release  prisoners  unjustly 

•  deUUned ;  to  exulutle  Uw  Jnsuits  from  raedtlUug  with 
matters  of  fttato;  or  "to  remember  the  oath  which  ho 
took  at  his  coroiuUion,  which  ouglit  not  t«  be  broken/' 

,Aud  although  Frederiuk  (whose  interest  iu  the  mutter 
not  altogether  selfish,  for  he  beHeved  himself  to  be 
fijifhting  for  u  gi'eat  oaiise,  iu  which  he  proved  his  faith 
by  n'maining  loynl  to  it  long  iifcer  it  had  ceused  to  3'ield 
him  pithiu'  gain  or  glory)  would  have  to  reaiga  hiA  new 
crown,  —  which  ho  could  hjirdly  bo  expected  to  do  will- 
iugly,  —  yet  if  England,  Spuiit,  Holland,  and  Germnny 
hud  united  in  insisting  upon  it,  he  must  have  yielded. 
The  diflicuUy  Itvy  in  this  —  that  none  of  the  p:ii-lica  to 
the  quarrel  wurt*  content  t<>  settlu  it  upon  terms  which 
left  them  no  better  off  tinm  they  were  before,  Ferdinand 
wanted  to  recover  his  kingditm  witliout  conditions  as  to 
liis  coronation  outb  or  concfSdions  to  the  Protesttvuts. 
Maximilian  of  Bavaria  hud  already  bargiiined  with  him 
for  the  unnexivtion  of  the  upper  Pfthittnato  to  his  own  do- 
minion, 'iliu  OiivuLors  of  Buhi^mia  wante^l  to  keep  the 
government  in  their  own  liands.  All  the  Catholic  powers 
wanted  to  gain  upon  Protestiintism,  all  the  Prot-estant 
up<»n  Cadiolicisin.  Aud  thus  it  came  that  James's  at- 
tempt to  mediate  fiiiled  aa  before.  As  before,  however* 
it  is  the  faihire  only  that  was  to  bo  regretted,  not  tho 
attempt.  Judging  by  tho  result,  who  can  doubt  that  its 
suceeas  would  have  beon  a  benefit  to  £ni>ope  ? 

While  this  was  going  on,  nn  arrangement  w;ifl  brought 
thboiit  by  the  inHuent'c  of  France  witli  a  difTerent  object 
and  a  very  different  eflfect.  On  the  23d  of  June,  lt>20| 
a  treaty  was  ooiioludfd  Iwtween  the  Priitiistant  Union 
and  tlie  Cutliolio  League  which  made  the  march  upon 
the  Pnlatiiuito  easier  and  safer.  This  quickened  the  en- 
listment of  volunteers  iu  England:  but  it  did  not  alto- 
gether relieve  James  from  h\t>  difficulty.    The  threatened 
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movement,  though  justly  alarming,  \vn«  one  which,  from 
kh  point  of  view,  he  could  not  justly  complain.  \Vh»»n 
Gondoimtr  repre^t^ntml  to  him  thjit  tho  pci-aons  wImw*; 
throne  Fieiinriok  had  ii8nr|MHl  iimld  not  Ik*  t-xitontcd  to 
rpfrain  from  attacking  liim  wherever  he  wna  moat  vulner- 
able, and  tliiit  the  way  lo  ]>r»'si»rve  llip  PaliitiitaU^  and  ea- 
tablish  ]x*ace  was  simply  to  restore  Dohemia  to  itH  right- 
ful owner,  what  could  he  Bay  in  answer?  He  could  not 
deny  that  Frederick's  positiun  in  ltoli<'niia  w;is  an  iiot  of 
usurpation  ;  for  he  thought  it  waR.  anil  li:td  always  said 
Bo:  and  admitting  that,  how  could  he  deny  tlie.  other? 
All  he  could  stiy  was  that  *'  he  hnp«>d  God  would  ari'.inge 
everything  for  the  best"  —  **  ft  demonstmtion  t>f  help- 
lewness/*  Buys  Mr.  Gardiner.  And  helpless  no  doubt  he 
was.  He  was  helpless,  as  a  father  is  helpless  whose  son 
has  done  something  for  which  he  cannot  deny  thai  ho 
deserves  punishment  His  only  rewitirce  at  present  was 
to  indulge  himself  in  the  belief  (which  Gondomar  would 
no  doubt  be  ready  to  suggL'St)  that  the  Palatinate  was 
not  the  immediate  object  of  attack,  —  that  the  head  of 
the  reV>ellion  being  at  Prague,  it  was  there  the  Emperor 
would  seek  it. 

Such,  up  to  the  end  of  August,  lfi20,  was  James's  po- 
sition with  regard  to  the  great  Bohcmitin  question  ;  to 
which,  HS  long  as  he  remained  true,  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand how  little  help  he  could  look  for  from  an  English 
HouKu  tif  Commons  —  a  l)rKly  no  way  implicated  in  his 
antecedent  engagements  and  (piite  tmabte  to  understand 
his  scruples.  The  furthi^r  development  of  the  designs  of 
the  contending  i«uti''8  altetvd  his  pimition  materially  and 
opened  a  great  oppiirtuuity,  as  we  shall  see  pres«*ntly. 

The  Spaniards  had  managed  both  their  military  and 
diplomatic  moveaients  so  well,  that  in  spite  of  two  Eng- 
lish ambassiidMrs  s<'nt  to  Brussels  to  watch  their  proceed- 
ings, they  contnved  to  keep  .Tames  in  the  belief  that 
their  army  under  Spinola  was  deBiined  for  Bohemia,  uu- 
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til  it  had  reucticd  a  convenient  ptmition  for  a  sudden  de- 
eiit  iij'i'ii  tUis  l^nlatinate.  In  the  bfginning  of  Auj^nnt, 
llv  DuU'li  (1(1  wlioin  Siiinolii'a  aim  wii»  iinmHtr^iial,  bis 
difloomBuiit*  U'lng  equutly  ini|M>rtant  toltirtn  upon  etUier 
BiippositiorO  l)*t>l  urgid  Jaini's  to  nntieipate  the  expetHetl 
hhtw  hy  joining;  with  thi*m  in  an  attack  upon  the  Indian 
Htiot,  —  for  whiuh  thu  twenty  &hip8  lie  had  just  got  Vumly 
for  ihr  suppression  nf  pirat-y  in  tlie  Mrditerrancan  might 
Liti  ooDVenicntly  usotl.  Hut  thiB  propuoal  he  liad  refused 
to  listen  to,  dechiriiig  it  to  ho  an  action  *•  most  dishonor- 
able and  ill  htist't'niing  hia  siuCL'rity/' — and  he  seems  to 
have  niainlaiiiud  his  belief  in  the  sincerit)'  of  the  Span- 
iards, until  neWH  came  on  the  iith  nf  SepU^mbcr  that 
Spinoln,  turning  Ruddenly  ronnd,  had  nmi'rhed  towards 
the  Palatinate,  taken  Oppenheinn  KreutzujicJi,  and  Alzei, 
and  established  a  ba^is  of  upenttiunti  at  Mentx.  After 
tills,  he  couhl  deceive  himself  no  longer  ;  and  though  ho 
eouhl  not,  when  challenged  by  Gonduinar,  quote  any  ox- 
press  promise  from  Spain  that  the  Palatinate  should  not 
lit*  attju*ke{|,  he  Wiis  now  clejirly  releasetl  from  his  owi» 
implied  engagement  to  give  no  support  U>  his  sou-in-law 
in  a  quarrel  which  he  held  to  be  unjust.  If  it  was  law- 
ful for  the  Kni])eror  to  Mtrike  at  Krederiek  wherever  he 
was  most  vulnerable,  it  was  no  less  lawfid  fur  England 
to  intercept,  the  blow  when  the  region  struck  at  wiis  one 
in  which  England  had  a  reversionary  interest.  U|Hm 
this  news,  tlierefore,  he  deuhired  his  rt^Sfilution  to  take  np 
urniB  for  the  defense  of  the  Palatinate,  —  a  resolution  so 
well  in  aword  with  the  popular  sentiment  that  it  placed 
him  at  onre  in  the  position  in  whirh  Uucon  hiul  so  long 
been  desiring  to  see  him,  —  in  which  he  might  call  an- 
other Piirliamnnt  without  fear  of  annther  miscarriage. 
Whether  the  resoUition  was  in  auy  way  due  to  Uaeon, 
we  do  nut  know  ;  for  though  it  is  not  likely  that  so  manv 
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without  counsel  fmm  him  askeil  or  offered,  no  recor^l  of 
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ipuU)  your  I^nlRliip  na  acceaeary.  I  have  aUo  written  to 
him  what  si^itilirution  I  received  from  Secretary  Nuuii- 
ion  of  his  Miijt^ty's  will  and  pleasure,  lest  in  so  great  a 

I  buBiueAs  there  &hi>uld  be  any  mistaking. 

Tho  pain  o(  n\y  fotit  is  gone^  but  the  weakness  doth  a 
little  reniaii),  so  us  I  hope  within  a  day  or  two  to  have 
full  use  of  it.     I  ever  remain 

rYour  Lordship's  most  obliged  friend 
and  faithful  scrrant, 
m  Vb,  VEBUX.AM,  Cane 

r  October.  16S0. 
It 


TO  THE  KIKG  8  MOST    KXOELLENT  HAJE8TY. 

It  may  pr.EASK  vocr  Majksty,  —  I  thought  myself 


,  tin  unfortunate  man  that  1  could  not  attend  you  at  Tlieo- 
Iballfi.  But  I  hear  that  your  Majesty  Imth  done  as  God 
I  Almighty  useth  to  tin.  which  is  to  turn  evil  into  good,  in 
[that  your  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  upon  that  occusiuii 
|ioex]>ros3  before  your  Lords  your  gnicious  opinion  and 
[favor  towards  mts  which  I  nin&t  humbly  thtuik  your 
iMnjesty  for,  jind  will  iMpire  to  deserve. 

Secretary  Naunton  this  day  brought  me  your  pleasure 
in   certain   notes ;    that   I    should   advise   with    the   two 
C'hief   Justices  (old    Parliauieut-men)   and  Sir  Edwai-d 
ICook  (who  is  also  their  senior  in  that  school)  and  Sir 
'  Hitndtdl  Crewe,  the  hist  Speaker,  and  such  other  Judges 
as  we  uhould  think  fit,  touching  that  whicli  niought  in 
true  policy,  without  packing  or  degenerate  arts,  prepare 
to  a  Parliament,  in  c:ifle  your  MajcHty  should  rewolve  of 
one  to  bft  held  ;  and  withal  he  signified  to  me  some  par- 
[ticular  (loints,  which  your  Majesty  very  wisely  had  de- 
Id  uced. 

All  your   Majesty's  business  is  taper  cor  fMum,  for  I 

[lay  it  to  heart.     But  this  is  a  business   uecundum  oor 

and   yet,  as  I  will    do  your  Majesty  all  possible 

services  in  it,  h<j  I  am  far  from  seeking  to  impropii- 
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nte  toinvBi^K  the  thaiikSf  but  hIidU  bocotne  omnihiu  omnla^ 
SB  St.  Paul  Htvyeth,  to  Httain  ^-^oiir  Mujesty*s  ends. 

As  sooa  as  I  Imve  occasion,  I  will  write  to  yonr  Maj- 
esty toucliing  the  siirne,  ami  will  have  special  care  to 
coniinmitciit«  with  my  Lords,  in  some  principal  jiginu, 
though  all  things  are  not  at  fii'st  fit  for  the  whole  table. 
I  ever  reat 

Your  MrijeBty'fl  most  bomnleu 

and  most  devoted  serviuit, 

Fn.  Vp:kiti>am,  Chiic. 

Your  Majesty  needeth  not  to  doubt  bub  that  I  sliall 
carry  the  bu»ineas  with  tliat  secrecy  which  appei*taineth. 

2  October,  I62fi. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  resolution  was  t^ken  to  call 
a  P:irliiunent,  a  subscription  was  set  on  foot  amonrr  the 
nobility  and  Council  to  supply  funds  fui*  the  iumiediatu 
occasion ;  which  could  not  be-iir  so  long  a  delay  as  levy 
by  a  Parlimpntary  RubHidy  would  n^quire.  The  Prince 
led  with  an  offer  of  XlO,Of»0.  The  Lord  Chancellor  and 
most  of  the  principal  connoill'irs  {ollo\vt>d  with  XLOOO 
each  :  the  1-ord  Oigby  with  Xr)00  and  others  in  propor- 
tion, and  those  who  weit?  absent  were  infoiuie^l  of  what 
had  been  done  and  invited  tn  contribute.  Which  things 
Wing  known,  while  the  consultations  in  Council  wore 
kept  carefully  secret,  caiiatHl  nmch  appielieiiKion  t<i  tho 
politioians  of  the  time  ;  who  went  so  far  as  to  conclude 
that  then*  would  be  no  Parliament  afti-r  all ;  rspi^oiallv 
when  thoy  heard  the  Loi-d  Chancellor,  in  addressing  ii 
Judge  newly  admitted  to  the  Kings  Bencli,  enlarge  upon 
the  respect  due  to  tho  King*s  Pivi-ugative. 

"Tlie  first  d«y  [of  lenn]  Sir  Tliomiw  China hLM-hiin,  Cliit»f 
Justice  of  Waled  niid  Chester,  was  sworn  a  juilge  uf  tho  Kind's 
Bench :  at  whoxc  iwlmission  the  Lonl  Cliiinoellur  tonk  occtu;ion 
to  enlarge  him^^vlf  rmicli  u|k)p  the  Preroyntive,  iuid  how  near  it 
wiLt  ukiii  mid  of  blood  (»»  he  termed  it)  to  the  Comiuoii  Law  ; 
Kiting  fmtlier  (whatsoever  some  uuleiiriied  kwyers  might  prat- 
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tie  to  tho  coDtrary)  that  it  was  tho  Kecumplishmont  Aiid  p«r- 
fcctioii  of  the  Common  I>nvv.  Which  new  doctriue,  bill  uow 
broached,  !s  [lerhaptt  U?  prt^pnrc^  tlie  ^vu}'  to  a  |)ui'p(i.<u*  in  iiiim), 
nt  all  moil  aliiill  he  mtetl  »iiil  pay  hy  way  of  tiuhiiidy,  as  if  it 
re  done  hy  Purliameul :  aud  those  timt  rcfu»o,  tUuir  names 
to  ho  oertiAi^]  diat  other  onler  uiiiy  bo  luken  with  them.  This 
hiitJi  quitH  put  down  the  speech  of  a  Purltutiient  for  lim  pri»!«nt, 
uiid  [Kihap**  the  nunin  of  it  hereafter.  Though  the  Nobility 
iind  Council  went  cheerfully  on  in  the  former  coni'se  of  lienov- 
olenci;  or  Contribution,  some  offeriii^  largely  for  tlio  present, 
Hiinie  fur  years,  ....  yet  it  was  ibuu^bt  it  would  not  bold  out, 
luid  that  it  would  prove  a  reckoning  without  our  host:  where- 
fore it  waB  found  requioito  to  luuke  it  u  couiiuou  burden  thai  so 
il  might  be  did  better  l}onie."  * 

It  at^ems  strange  to  find  a  man  liko  Chumberluin  trunt- 
iiig  this  doctrine  of  tlio  Pri:ri)gative  as  new;  for  unless 
ibc  Crown  licld  all  il«  PriTogiitlvi**  bystntutc!,  from  wlmt 
HDurce  emild  tlioy  come  if  not  from  tbo  bumio  whence  tho 
Common  Law  came'/  Am)  the  occasion  wtis  quite  ap- 
propriiitt'.  But  the  pi-aotic:tl  inference  which  the  out- 
side politicians  drow  from  it  is  worth  recording,  by  way 
of  (Aution.  We  shall  see  presently  how  very  wide  of  the 
maik  they  were  in  this  instiinoe  nt  least,  and  may  loam 
to  l>e  the  more  wary  in  accepting  tbe  news  of  the.  day 
for  the  history  of  the  time. 

But  I  mitst  first  touch  upon  u  very  different  subject. 

Ily  a  ati-aii^e  chance,  this  dawn  of  hope  for  ihe  kingdom 

ni  England  coincidtMl  with  tltc  nnnounc4*ment  of  a  new 

liMpo  for  all  tli(^  world,  which    Jt:icon  ha<I  still  inoro  nt 

heart  —  the  hopn   of  tho    coming  of  "  the   Kingdom  of 

Man.*'    For  it  sobapt>uMcd  that  the  first  public  unnounciw 

inont  o(  the  new  philuHopbv  which  w.-ui  to  tench  man  tlio 

trnc  nse  of  bis  mulorstJinding  and  lesul  him  hy  a  (M'!rt;iin 

path  to  the  knowledge  of  all  things  which  it  is  biwful  fur 

mint  to  know,  was  reserved  for  the  same  auspicious  aea- 

'  rtiftinbarUin  to  Ctrl»tna.  U  OuCobfr. 
.  II-  » 
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son.  A  ImnJflomely  printed  voluino  containing  a  pro- 
spectus of  the  *'Infltaurfttio  Magna,"  followod  by  a  series 
nf  lipborisms  ("  De  Interpr«tntione  Niitiira?  et  Regni'^ 
Hoininifl '*),  togoUu*r  witli  a  S4't  of  directions  for  the  for- 
mation of  i\  natural  nnd  ex[>(n'iniental  history,  —  at)  that 
ever  was  don*i  of  the  "  Novum  Orgamiin/' —  was  i*eaily 
for  dibtributioii  ou  the  llith  of  thit*  October.  It  is  true 
that  the  hope  proved  deceitful  in  both  cases:  for  the 
kingdom  of  EngUmd  was  dfstint'd  to  ivlapsu  into  a  worst; 
condition  tlnm  bt-fort;  and  tlic  certain  prtth  to  tlie  knowl- 
edge of  all  thingH  ia  btill  uittnade  and  has  led  to  noth- 
ing ;  but  the  future  was  bidden  and  did  not  trouble  him, 
while  tJie  hopt?,  which  wA3  present  witli  him,  611ed  hia 
mind  with  confident  nnticiptitiuus  of  goud  to  all  man- 
kind,—  remote  perhaps,  but  eertaiu  and  immense. 

TO  TUK    KINCi'S   MOST    KXCKLLKST  31A"'. 

It  may  pusask  vul*u  ijosx  exceu.ext  Majesty,  — 
It  being  one  thing  to  speak  or  wi-ite,  speoiully  to  a  King, 
in  public,  another  in  private,  although  I  have  dedieate<]  a 
work,  or  rather  a  portion  of  a  work,  which  at  last  1  have 
overcome,  to  your  Majesty  by  a  public  epistle,  where  I 
speak  to  you  in  the  heunng  nf  ntliers;  yet  1  thought  lit 
also  humbly  to  senk  access  for  tin-  same,  not  so  much  to 
your  pprsou  as  to  yonr  ju<lgment,  by  these  private  lines. 

Tl»e  work,  in  what  c^ilors  soever  it  may  be  set  fortli,  is 
no  more  but  a  new  logic,  teaching  to  invent  atid  judge 
by  induction  (as  finding  ayllogism  incompetent  for  sci- 
ences of  nature),  and  thereby  to  make  philosoph}^  and 
sciMMces  lioth  more  true  and  more  active. 

This,  tending  Uy  eidai'ge  the  bounds  of  Reason  and  to 
endow  man's  estjitu  with  new  value,  was  no  improper  ob- 
lation to  your  Majesty,  who,  of  mnn,  is  the  greatest  ma»- 
ter  of  reason,  and  author  of  bcneHcencc. 

There  be  two  of  your  council,  and  one  other  bishop  of 
this  land,  that  know  1  huvn  been  about  floinc  sn.  h  work 
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near  thirty  years;  so  as  I  mnde  no  haste.  And  tlie  reii- 
Bon  why  I  huve  published  it  now,  speciaUy  being  unper- 
fi^t,  18,  to  spenk  plainly*  becmiso  I  nninber  my  d^ys  and 
would  liiivp  it  saved.  There  is  Hnolhur  rwison  t»f  my  st> 
diiins:,  which  is  to  try  whether  I  can  get  help  in  uno  in- 
tended [>iiit  of  this  work,  namely,  the  compiling  of  u  n:it- 
urj.1  and  tixpfi-imental  history,  wliich  must  be  the  main 
fnnndatiun  of  a  true  and  active  philosophy. 

This  work  18  I'lit  a  new  botJy  of  clay,  whercinto  your 
Majesty  by  your  comiteuance  :iiid  protection,  may  breathe 
lift*.  And,  to  toll  your  Majesty  truly  what  I  think,  I  ac- 
count your  favor  may  be  to  this  work  us  much  its  an  hun- 
dred years*  time :  for  I  am  persuaded  the  work  will  gain 
upon  men's  minds  in  ages,  but  your  gracing  it  may  miike 
it  tttke  huld  inun*  swiftly ;  which  I  would  be  ghid  of,  it 
Iteing  a  work  meant  not  for  praise  or  glory,  but  for  ]mic- 
ticc«  and  the  go<>d  of  men.  Oue  thing,  I  confess,  I  am 
fiunbitious  of,  with  hope,  which  is,  that  after  tliesu  begin- 
uings,  and  the  wheel  once  sot  on  going,  men  shall  suck 
more  truth  out  of  Christian  ]>eiis  than  hitherto  they  have 
done  out  of  he^ahen.  1  say  with  hope;  because  J  hear 
roy  former  book  of  the  ''*■  Advancement  of  Learning  "  is 
well  tasted  in  the  univLM-sities  here,  and  the  English  col- 
leges abroad  ;  and  this  is  the  same  argument  sunk  deeper. 

And  so  I  ever  humbly  rest  in  prayers,  and  all  other 
duties,  Your  Majesty  *8  most  bounden 

and  dcToted  servant, 

Fr.  Veudlam,  Ctuio. 

York  HuUBK,tbii  iSth  of  October,  1830. 


Not  long  after  came  the  King's  acknowledgment  of  th^ 
"Novum  Org;vnum  ; "  xvritten,  according  to  Dr.  Ilawley, 
with  Win  own  hand. 

Itlr  L<>Kr>,  —  1  huve  receivrd  your  lett«r  nnd  your  book,  tlitm 
Lhi»  which  yuii  euuld  nut  have  R«iit  a  more  ncceplable  present 
unto  mc.     How  tliankful  I  am  for  it  cantiot  bolter  ho  expreiiM»l 
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by  me,  thuii  by  b  firm  resolution  I  have  tiikeii ;  6ntt,  to  read  it 
thorough  with  onre  and  attention,  though  I  fihoiilil  Hcca]  some 
hours  from  iny  sleep:  hftvitig  oUmrwise  an  litUf  spare  ijmo  to 
rend  it  OS  you  had  lo  writa  il.  Ami  then  to  me  the  liberty  uf  a 
tnio  friend,  in  not  i<p:iriiig  to  unk  you  tlie  quustiuu  in  Hiiy  point 
whereof  I  shuil  stand  in  doubt  {nam  ejiu  est  erfUicartt  cujut 
est  condrre) :  uh,  on  the  other  |iart,  I  will  willingly  give  a  due 
couiniuiidation  to  ctuoli  phials  um  iu  my  opiuiuii  8hiill  detKirve  it 
In  the  ni^un  linic,  I  can  with  comfort  lU'iiirc  you.  ihut  you  could 
not  hare  made  choice  of  a  subject  more  befitting  your  pbtce. 
and  your  univcr&al  and  methodick  knowledge  ;  and  in  the  gen- 
tirnl.  1  huvt!  already  observed,  that  you  jump  wiib  nic,  iu  keop- 
iug  the  midwny  tkotwoon  the  two  extremes ;  ai;  aliio  in  souie 
particulars  I  have  found  tliat  you  agree  fully  witJi  my  opinion. 
And  so  praying  Oo<l  to  give  your  work  as  good  sucve&s  us  your 
heart  can  wish  and  your  labors  deserve,  I  bid  you  lMi»riily  fare- 
well. Jami^:)  K. 
OcloW  in,  1620. 

From  Hfu»on'8  answer  to  thia  letter  it  will  Ik-  seen  tliat 
the  dedication  aucL  preseiitittiun  was  not  merely  a  cuuipli- 
ment;  he  hud  reason  to  hope  that  the  King  might  prove 
in  one  dopartmont  a  valuable  f«dlow-luhorop.  Of  thw 
place  whicb  the  collection  of  natural  hi'*tory  held  in  his 
pliui  for  the  regeneration  of  philoauptiy  I  have  spoken 
at  lar*:^  in  my  preface  to  the  **  Pjirast.*eve  ad  historiam 
naturatem  ct  cxperimentalem,"  and  etnluavoretl  to  show 
that  (however  subordinate  it.i  plaoc  may  bo  in  a  true  es- 
timate) in  1)18  own  estimate  it  st^xid  firat  in  importance, 
as  that  part  which  (even  without  any  of  the  rest)  would 
be  of  much*  use,  but  without  which  all  the  rest  would  bo 
of  no  uftt*.  " /frtyi/e  hue  res  r*Ml!t,  ut  organum  nvntrUTtu 
etlamtti  fiierit  ahsolutum,  absque  hUtorld  utituraU  non  mul- 
ium^  historia  naturaU*  ahgr/ue  orifano  non  parum^  instau- 
ralionem  scientuirmn  »it  provi'HuT^u"  Now  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  if  the  King  lind  taken  a  fancy  to  that  part 
of  the  business,  his  assistance  in  ^^  setting  men  to  work 
upon  it  would  have  been  of  inestiamble  value. 
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TO  THE  KING. 

May  it  plkahr  your  Majesty,  —  I  cannot  express 
how  nnicli  comfort  I  receiviMi  hy  yuur  htat  letter  of  your 
own  royjiJ  Imiid.  I  see  yiiur  Majesty  U  a  Btar,  that  hath 
lM»»evo|t.-iit  :i3pi^t  mid  gracious  influence  upon  ull  tbtoga 
that  toiul  to  a  general  good. 

Paphni,  quid  uitiqiwi  Hgiioruia  «ukpieii  ortus  ? 
Kcce  Dlonri  procuMt  CMaria  a^tmin ; 
Antrum,  quo  tcpetM  gimdcreni  fni^ibus,  el  qua 
Uucvrei  Apriris  in  colli(jui  uva  colorcm.' 

This  w(irk  wliic-li  is  for  the  bettering  of  men's  bread 
and  wiue,  which  are  the  olmractera  of  temporal  blosttinf^ 
and  9}i<M-ann*nts  of  eternal,  I  hope  by  God's  holy  provi- 
denou  will  be  ripened  by  Ca»sar*a  star. 

Your  Majesty  shall  not  only  do  to  myself  a  singular 
f)iriir«  but  to  the  business  a  material  help,  if  you  will  l>e 
gnirioiiMly  pleasfd  to  open  yourafjf  to  me  in  those  things, 
wheroin  you  may  be  utisatislied.  For  though  this  work, 
\\s  by  position  and  principle,  doth  diMrliiiin  to  be  tried  by 
anything  but  by  tfXjHrritfnce,  and  the  n'suttnts  of  experi- 
ence ill  a  true  way ;  yet  the  sharpness  and  profoundness 
of  your  Miijesty'H  judgment  ought  to  be  an  excj^ption  to 
this  geueml  rule ;  and  your  questions,  observations,  and 
ndmonishmento,  may  do  infinite  good. 

Thi«  comfortable  beginning  miikc's  me  hope  further, 
tlmt  your  Majesty  will  be  aiding  to  me,  in  setting  men 
on  work  for  the  collecting  of  a  natural  and  cxperimentitl 
hintory ;  which  is  btmn  totius  ntgotii ;  a  thing  wliioli  I  as- 
sure myself  will  be  frmn  time  to  time  an  excellent  recre- 
ation nnto  yoQ  ;  I  say,  to  that  admirable  spirit  of  yours, 
that  delighteth  in  light :  and  I  hopK  welt  that  even  in 
jour  times  many  noble  inventions  may  bo  discovered  for 

I  "  Wby  wBtch  tlift  rUlDf;  of  ihoM  •Qcl«nt  ilfpii  ? 
\m  Ctftaar's  Sur  AdvftflritiK:  StAT  lliAt  makei 
The  conififlvls  \!,\\A  wirli  tmrvtr*!,  iu<l  the  f^npe 
Tuna  porplt  on  ib«  •unw«rd-«loping  hilt.'* 
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man's  use.  For  who  nin  tell,  now  tbiH  mine  of  Truth  is 
once  opened,  liow  the  veins  go,  and  what  lieth  higher 
and  what  lielh  lower?  But  It^t  me  trouble  yonr  M:ij**»Ly 
no  further  at  thia  titne.  God  ever  presi^rvv  and  prosper 
your  Majpsty. 

The  vohintary  contribntion  for  the  defense  of  the  Pa- 
Utinntti  h:Ld  been  taken  up  with  alacrity  by  the  nobility 
about  the  Court  and  in  London,  but  the  returns  from 
the  country  were  bo  slow  in  coming  in  aa  to  surest  a 
doubt  whether  the  nation  ^Tas  as  eager  in  the  cjuise  as  it 
bad  been  supposed  to  be.  When  ihruo  weeks  had  passed 
without  any  considerablu  return,  letters  were  sent  round 
from  the  Council  to  all  Pc'ers,  Bishops,  Deuns,  etc,  to 
explain  what  had  been  done,  and  why,  and  what  was 
wanted,  and  what  expected. 

The  invitation  to  contribute  was  addi'-eascd  only  to  the 
wealthy  classes:  and  it  is  pUiin  that  uft'-r  this  they  must 
all  have  known  perfectly  well  that  the  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment was  to  defend  the  Pnlatiuato,  that  the  danger 
was  near,  and  the  need  uf  money  to  meet  it  urgent.  If 
the  wealthy  classes  of  the  country,  ao  appealed  to,  con- 
tributed little,  the  inference  must  surely  be  that  their 
zeal  was  not  much  to  be  depended  upon.  The  leaders 
of  the  war-party  were  zealous  enough,  and  not  too  sera- 
pulons ;  but  the  followers  do  not  seem  to  have  been  over- 
powL-ring  either  in  nunilwrs  or  devotion. 

For  the  time.  howe%'er,  which  must  neceasaiily  pass  be- 
fore Parliament  could  meet — the  announcement  of  which 
did  not  wait  for  the  result  of  the  circular  —  the  money 
subscribed  (amounting  altogrther  to  about  half  a  subsidy) 
was  no  inconsiderable  help;  and  if  th«  progress  of  Uie 
contribution  showed  that  thn  conatituenciea  were  not  so 
eager  in  the  cause  as  llie  politicians,  it  served  for  a  warn- 
ing not  to  rely  too  confidently  upon  the  disposition  of 
the  Hoase  which  they  were  to  return. 
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■*If  his  MaJGSly*"  wrote  Bacon  on  tli«  IGtIi  of  Decem- 
ber, ^^Bfiid  ^vell.  tliiit  when  ho  knew  the  men  ixnd  the  elec- 
tions he  \V(ui!(l  {4ne88  nt  Ihi'  succfss;  the  pivignosticks  are 
not  80  gooi]  148  1  oxpi'cteti,  nfiijiaioned  by  l:itp.  o«currt'nc*?s 
abroad,  and  tht*  general  licentinus  speaking  of  statu  mat- 
toi-s,  tit  which  I  wml-H  in  iny  hist," 

Tho  "  bit«<  iKMun-eneea  abi'oad "  were  the  defeat  of 
Frederiek  at  Prjigue  loi  the  2tHh  of  <">i;toher,  and  the 
oipture  of  t!ie  city  by  the  Uiivarians.  The  news  wa« 
fit^t  heai-il  in  England  on  the  24th  of  Novemlier,  mul  so 
exa»perated  the  populiir  liiitred  of  Gondoniar  that  ho 
thought  it  neoeswary  lo  ap])ly  to  the  Counei!  for  protec- 
tion, who  granted  him  a  guard  for  his  hnnse.  Among 
the  jwilitical  writings  whicli  the  time  !)riHigltfc  forth  waa 
one  entitled  **  Vox  populi,  or  News  from  Spain,  which 
may  serve  to  warn  both  England  and  tho  United  I*rov- 
inces  how  far  to  trust  to  Spanish  piv.tenaes."  It  was  in 
the  form  of  an  imaginary  coiiversation,  and  had  come  out 
just  before.  Tho  gf)veniment  weru  inqttiriiig  after  the 
author :  who  hud  taken  the  precaution  to  puC  hinisoU  out 
of  reach;  and  it  was  probably  one  of  th<*  s|>ecirneus  of 
general  licentious  speslcing  of  state  matters  which  sug- 
gi'Sted  to  liueon  the  expediency  of  a  prochunalitm  on  the 
Bcbjet't  whirh  was  published  on  the  24th  of  Deoember, 
and  may  be  seen  in  Kynirr. 

Tim  disaster  of  l'ntgu«  did  not  maLerially  affect  tho 
preparations  for  tho  coming  Parliami-nt;  for  it  tended 
only  to  strengthen  and  stimulate  the  popular  desire  for 
the  defense  of  the  I'alatinate;  and  the  more  the  Ilotise 
of  Commons  was  l>ont  upon  that,  the  more  eusy  it  would 
be  to  de:d  witli  about  domestic  muttt^rrs.  But  it  did  very 
materially  alter  the  position  of  the  government  upon 
the  (piestion,  and  opened  a  new  pr(.»spect  of  settlement. 
Hitherto  James  had  been  unable  to  support  bis  son-in- 
hiw  without  sup]>orliiig  what  ho  concel\*ed  to  be  an  un- 
juatiltable  rebellion  —  a  bad  oauite.     He  wa«  ready 
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BQppurt  him  ouly  on  condition  that  he  reaigneii  what  be 
had  no  right  tu  —  which  was  the  throne  of  Boheraift;  but 
thia  Frederick  would  not  do  when  he  mighty  mid  since 
tlie  war  began  lit*  could  hanJly  b<5  iisk<.»J  to  do  it;  for  he 
uould  nut  with  honor  abiiiidmi  hta  prnt  while  thu  enemy 
were  at  his  giitos,  except  upon  conditiunfl  for  \m  Protes- 
tiint  Hubjoctj»  more  fuvuniblu  thuu  could  bu  obtained. 
Now,  liowover,  —  being  n  fugitive,  without  ci-own,  peopK-. 
anny,  orally, —  he  might  without  dishonor  conffss  hini- 
Hclf  beiiten  itiid  give  up  the  game.  By  renouncing  hia 
pri'tetisidtis  to  the  Bohemian  throne  he  would  at  once 
relieve  Jalnes  fruni  his  perplexity,  and  enable  him  with 
H  clear  conscieniM!  to  niuku  the  reoovwry  of  the  Paliiti- 
luite  Ilia  iiwn  catisf.  And  it  was  u{H>n  thia  exprass  con* 
dition  that  the  King  now  assisted  hiiu  with  inoiiey^  and 
prepared  to  tiBsI»t  hiui  with  arms,  to  recover  it;  an  action 
in  which  upon  tlie  same  condition  be  expected  tu  Imvu 
the  cooperation  of  the  King  of  Spain;  who  Rtill  intend- 
ing P.rince  Charles  to  be  bis  Hon-in-Uw,  would  surtdy 
n«ver  consent  t^i  the  alimation  of  his  sister's  possessions. 
Thu  winter  niontha  g:ive  time  for  negotiations,  which  he 
set  on  foot  iminiuliately  ;  and  prepared  to  meet  Ilia  Par- 
liament with  a  dci'taration  that  he  still  hoped  tu  recovur 
the  Palatinat*^  by  peaceful  meosuresi  but  meant,  if  they 
failed,  to  go  to  war  for  it, 

To  show  tin.'  terms  upon  which  two  people  stand  to- 
wards each  other,  tliere  are  few  things  more  signiticant 
than  the  manner  in  which  a  request  is  declined.  It  ap- 
{>ea]-8  that  about  this  time  Hiimn  desired  a  favor  of  I  lie 
King,  whicli  he  asked  Buckingham  to  recommend,  and 
that  Huckinghaiit  wislicd  to  be  excusi^d.  So  much  setmis 
certain.  What  the  favor  was,  or  how  or  on  what  groun^U 
it  lutd  been  applied  for,  we  are  left  to  gather  from  the 
reply.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  tlie  favor 
desired  was  "  the  making  of  a  Baron;"  that  is,  the  priv- 
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ile^i  of  ntiiitin^  some  one  to  be  raised  to  thab  rauk  and 
rect^iving  tliu  eoitMiileratiun.  It  waft  :iu  ordinary  futia  of 
reward.  Ki6h  men  would  give  large  sums  for  peenigea, 
Hnd  tliu  King  would  ocoa^ioually  tniuiifcr  the  bt*nuUt  uf 
the  bargain  to  a  sei'Vimt  wlioin  he  wished  to  ohiigi*. 
Tliero  was  a  rumor  about  three  years  bt?furu  (thnugh  I 
have  not  met  with  uiiy  confirmation  of  it)  that  Bjicou 
himself  had  rt'CtMvtMl  n  gift  uf  the  kind,^  und  hi^  prcst>nt 
Hiiit  wa8  dnul)tU*HB  of  that  natiuv.  It  wiis  one  which  he 
wuiihl  nalinally  make  through  Buekinghum.  In  what 
terms  lie  luaile  it  we  do  not  know,  for  neither  the  let- 
t'T  nor  any  notice  or  rumor  of  the  trunaaetion  haa  come 
ilowu  to  UB :  but  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  terms  uf  tlui 
answer  tliat  he  atikcd  for  it  as  the  reward  of  service,  and 
eift'd  cn*'*a  iu  whiili  others  —  aa  namely,  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke^ Lord  AruudelL,  Loi'd  Ooncaster,  and  Seeretniiy 
Winwood  —  had  l>een  rewa^hul  in  the  same  way.  The 
lettrr  which  coiitjiins  all  wc  know  about  it  is  amonir  the 
Fortescue  Papers  lately  printed  for  the  Camdeti  Society 
(No.  1*9),  ajid  is  a  copy  utidjitod.  It  must,  however,  have 
been  written  after  Sir  Willlani  Cavendish  was  made  a 
Viscount  C^  November,  1020J  and  before  the  meeting  <if 
Parlinmeat  in  the  following  .lanuury  ;  ami  \n  worth  I'O* 
priiitiitg  here  because  it  exhibits  Bu^;kinghani  in  a  ehar- 
lutter  with  relation  to  Hacoii  in  which  we  have  not  seen 
him  before. 

Mr  iioNoitABLE:  LoitD,  —  I  know  (hut  to  a  man  of  so  mnch 
iiuhlent^H  iiotlaag  will  lie  so  acL't'ptublu  lu  fiinwrity  und  plain- 
ues».  And  tht>rtffortf  Uiifore  I  move  his  Miij<>^tttY  in  your  Muii,  | 
will  take  tho  libnrty  of  a  friend  to  dultvur  until  you  mine  opin- 
ion of  iu  And  lo  begin  with  tUnt  which  U  within  the  coni|MUta 
of  mine  own  kiiowledget  tliu  uxiunitlu  yuu  allngn  of  Sir  Will. 

>  "Tlw 'iirirli  snt-m  ihul  bi>  nball  \mt  maiit  a  Ilanin,  uW  Ktth  Ike  mitUnif  nf 
nnuflfr  ifii'rti  Mm,  bi  ilUckunju  Am  iltttU;  wltii-li  in  r(iu(1«*r  be  tialli  itdmil  lu 
bia  nlilo*!  Iiiiilli<-r  fur  4^1,000  |m*s  (hmi  aitultiiT  wiimI>I  givw  :  wlilclt  lie  wtll  tii>t 
•rrrpt ;  mJiiiWiil  |M'rluf>g  nf  bl*  fjlhor'a  iii'iltit  or  (k»>v,  nedtoeria  Jtrtm." 
(niMi>.Uflnii>  til  iVrli-li.ii.  10  Jaiiu«ry,  1(I17>IN.      S    P.,  Vftl.  Xuv..  Ku.  11. 
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Caudish  is  do  more  but  tlir  ptrvenlioii  of  thut  booor  which  uo 
nijiii  kiiowclh  hew  <;(>oii  ii  mtiy  by  liU  own  n^ht  HJI  upon  him, 
unil  only  (>lretchc'<l  u  littit;  hi<rhui-  nl  the  biiil  uf  my  J<unl  Chum- 
Itcrluiii  ami  my  Loiii  Arundell.  Tliat  to  my  Li^rd  of  Donciuilcr 
wa«  at  hiH  M:ij«Aty*N  going  inUi  Si'diUnt]  and  upon  ii  ront^i'leni- 
tiou  whcrchy  hu  was  no  ^atnur,  Iteing  for  buyinj^  of  hnri^^irtjrs  to 
furnish  thtr  linusve.  If  Necn*ijiry  Winwood  obtiiincil  a  Huron  it 
WttB  (as  1  crtii  rtMure  your  Lordnliip)  the  only  gift  his  Mujcsty 
gave  him  in  ruuranl  of  lung  service,  and  in  a  titue  when  it  w.is 
not  a  iu:»llcr  of  such  tlillirully  to  get  as  now  it  is;  when  to 
my  knowledge  hi*  Mjijr*6ty  cnnnot  ciidnro  Ut  hear  of  muklnjr 
any  for  his  own  IhmicHi,  notwitliKUinding  the  great  n«octft8itie« 
wh«rebl  he  iff.  What  thu  custom  hutli  Xtecu  for  rowunHng  Chaa- 
cellon  after  tint  Parliunmnl  I  nt^ver  lioiird  ;  tnil  it  si<i>ms  by 
your  letter  the  last  chiimod  it  not.  Wbatsoever  (ho  uxe  hath 
been  after  the  end  of  the  Parlittnicut,  I  assure  myaelf  your 
Lordabip  will  hold  it  very  uiiiieitsonublu  to  be  dune  before,  uud 
liki'ly  to  do  more  liurt  than  good  to  hii«  AInJeitly'B  aen'ico 
(whereof  Ins  Majesty  hath  found  uo  man  more  careful  than 
your  I^rdfihip)  if  while  be  i&  aftking  wiih  one  hand  he  should 
be  giving  with  tliti  oiber. 

Having  thus  freely  delivered  to  your  Lordf^hip  my  opinion.  I 

now  leave  it  to  your  self  wliptlmr  I  shall  move  hii  M;ijesty  in 

your  suit  or  no:  nhtirein  1  will  be  ready  so  to  carry  my^lf  a* 

I  shall  be  further  direcinl  by  your  Lordship,  aud  as  it  becometh 

Your  L>ordsbip*B  fuithful 

frirnd  and  servant, 

G.  BuciciKaHAU. 


Ab  we  liear  no  more  of  this  matter,  I  pix^aume  that 
ISsicon  acquiesced  in  Buoklnghiiin's  ubjoctiotis,  and  stlid 
110  inorti  al>out  it. 

It  was  unlucky  for  the  special  business  uf  this  Parlia- 
ment, which  w:i8  to  provide  the  government  with  tlie 
iQvuns  of  sLMidiiig  an  uriny  to  rcc'>ver  tho  Pulutinato^  thut 
it  coincided  with  a  grent  Kcarcity  «>f  money  and  general 
apprehension  of  poverty.  It  could  not  have  been  na- 
tiorml  poverty,  because  it  waa  caused  by  tbe  low  price  of 
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ounimoditira,  iind  the  hiw  priRt!  wiis  onuMnl  hy  the  abun- 
(laitLV  of  them.  Hut  though  a  country  iiiutit  nlwuys  b« 
ricliL'i*  for  plenty  upon  the  whole,  it  iu;iy  b^  poorer  in 
parts.  The  course  of  the  markets  being  disturben],  what 
WHS  bon<^ht  donr  l»is  to  bo  sohl  ehoap,  nnd  the  con[>pen- 
Auting  advuntageb  do  not  nhow  thtimselvcs  at  oncii  or  dr> 
ni»t  Iind  tlieir  way  into  the  uiine  pockets  whiuii  the  h>w 
pricea  huvo  left  empty.  Tlie  "farmer  that  baiif^fd  him- 
self on  the  exjwctation  of  plenty  "  was  one  of  many  whonj 
u  low  price  of  uoi-n  would  have  made  poorer  for  a  time. 

*'  Htit  thf!  difficulty  will  he,"  Fnys  C'hanibcrlaii),  writing  ou  the 
10th  vf  February,  "how  luu)  where  iIicm.'  suppUt's  &houl<l  be 
rnUtii:  for  it  i»  moet  cortAin  that  Eughuid  was  never  generally 
Ml  poor  since  1  nns  1>orn  n«  it  is  at  iliis  jireseiit ;  itifisnuicli  os  nil 
I'umplaiii  llit'y  cuiuiuL  receive  tlieir  reiitb.  Yel  in  iht'i-e  plenty  of 
all  things  hut  money;  which  is  HO^cuitt  iLut  country  people ofler 
com,  mttle.  luid  wlmt£o<:v'cr  tlicy  have  cL-ie,  iu  lieu  of  reiil,  hat 
hriiig  tio  money  :  nnd  fxjrn  is  at  so  easy  ratea  as  I  never  knew 
it  at,  ^0  aixl  '22  ]h*ucv  n  bushel  ;  Imrley  ut  Oil. ;  and  yet  no 
quanliiy  will  W  titkeu  at  that  priw :  no  that-  for  nil  the  common 
opinion  of  the  wealtli  of  Kngland,  I  fear  whru  it  comes  to  tho 
irml. )(  will  appear  m  xoine  niereliaiit«.  which,  having  carried  a 
grent  show  a  h»iig  time,  when  they  are  oidlfd  un  too  fast  by  their 
crirlltorH,  an?  fain  to  play  h:uikrtipL.  Hut  llie  fctnin<ji>ne!»s  of  it 
is  how  tliis  great  defect  should  come  and  hv  perceived  hat  within 
ibeite  two  or  three  years  at  most.  DiverH  roanona  nro  deviied. 
IU  ftoine  say  the  uiouey  is  gone  norihwanh  ftomo  ea&twanl,  and 
I  know  not  whither,  etc" 

Wliatever  the  cause,  one  of  the  oongequenCTS  waa  clear 
enough.  It  wtia  not  a  time  when  a  IhmsR  of  Commons 
._((«  Itouses  of  commons  were  in  Uif  early  part  of  the 
ente«nth  century  —  would  like  to  vote  many  subsidies. 
Though  Hic  [Mrt.jde  wen^  iinpntient  for  war,  and  much  dis- 
vofitAtited  with  the  government  for  maintaining  n  neutral 
attitude  so  long,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any 
of  them  hud  yet  con-sidered  what  the  war  they  wanted 
would   eoRt.     The  fighting   men   of  the  country  (except 
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the  young  nobility)  had  shown  im  Hlaci-ity  iw  following; 
Sir  Hoi'acti  \pre  to  hulp  in  defending  the  pHtatinate  the 
last  Hummer;  :ind  it  rcnitunt'd  to  bu  svxm  how  iiuicii  Muc- 
rity  the  tiiX-|>ayerB  would  uhow  in  supplying  what  Wiia 
ncodful  for  an  army  strong  enough  to  reixiver  it  in  thi* 
coming  spring,  —  ur  ilu'iv  representativos  (who  belougwl 
chiefly  to  the  cljiaa  wliom  the  scarcity  of  ninnf*y  t4>uched) 
in  exacting  it  from  thcin. 

For  the  oratoi-8  and  the  pamplilt*tet>rR  il  w.ia  nut  uecea^ 
Bary  to  know  more  about  the  work  than  that  they  widhej 
it  dohti.  Uut  for  tho  govt'rnment,  it  waa  necessury^  be- 
fore thpy  enttMvt!  upon  it,  to  consider  how  it  wa»  to  bo 
done,  and  how  much  money  it  would  require. 

On  tho  I3th  of  January,  1620-21,  "his  Maj<?8ty»  hav- 
ing resolved  to  make  some  royal  prepnnitions  for  the  ro- 
oovery  and  protection  nf  the  Pahitinate,  being  the  an- 
oipat  inhei-itance  uf  his  Majtrsty's  son-tndaxv  luid  grand- 
children, did  in  \\U  high  widdom  think  meet  to  appoint 
some  persons  of  knowledgo  and  experience  in  the  wars, 
to  consiflei'  and  advise  on  such  propoHitiuns  as  should  be 
made  them  from  tlie  Hoard  for  thi*  better  expediting  that 
service."  The  coiumissionet-s  were  to  pros<'cute  their 
couauhaliuns  without  iutennission  or  delay,  and  rejHjrl  in 
writing  under  tivu  of  their  hands.  Brst,  what  number  of 
men,  horse,  etc.,  would  be  saificient ;  secondly,  by  what 
time  they  must  be  in  readiness,  and  how  provided.  On 
tho  11th  of  February  they  reported  to  tho  Cauneil  that 
the  tot^d  charge  of  raising  and  setting  forth  an  army  t»f 
25,000  foot,  6,000  htirse,  20  pimea  of  artilleiy,  etc,  would 
rise  to  X258,8T0 ;  and  the  GX|K'ns«:s  of  iniusport,  ammuni- 
tion, wages,  and  provisions,  to  -£70,0(54  17s.  tic?.  monllUy. 

Now  the  largest  sum  collected  in  any  )>no  ywtr  by  Pai^ 
liamentaiy  giimt  since  the  beginning  of  tho  century  had 
l>oen  ,£188.883.  That  wiu*  in  the  last  year  of  Klizal>oth. 
The  largest  collected  during  the  present  ivigu  had  been 
X145,702.     And  now  it  appeared  that  if  the  Palatiniite 
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wiia  to  be  i*ocovere(l  by  n  conquering  iiritiy,  it  would  be 
tiL*ct>«siiry  to  provide^  during  this  yoar  not  W'im  tiiuu  u  ntU- 
lioii.  It  is  true  that  llie  j>c(I|>1l-  had  hud  a  long  re»t  front 
PiirlianuuiUiry  taxation ;  and  that  i£  during  the  Lwt  Utn 
yturs  every  man  hati  lard  by  lunumlly  u  sum  t'ljual  to  his 
fthare  of  a  Hingl«i  Rubnidy  witlt  ita  two  fifteenlhSf  they 
would  have  hud  uo  diffioulty  in  meeting  the  demand.' 
HiiL  nil  mill)  is  I>ettt*r  diH{Kxse<]  to  pay  u  tux  bt'cjiu^e  bo 
hiwi  not  been  used  to  it ;  Ijauily  any  man  is  belter  able. 
What  the  tax-cuUec'tor  dttes  not  call  for,  men  treat  as 
tlieir  o\vn»  and  learn  to  want  it  for  Uiemaelvea.  The 
|»eopie  wiTe  eug*?r  for  the  restoration  of  the  Pidatinate 
to  tlie  King's  son-in-htw  and  gnmdchildnMi.  True;  but 
tt(>re  ihey  pn'|taretl  to  pay  a  milUun  for  it  out  of  tlielr 
own  prickets  within  the  next  twelve  months?  Thia  waa 
the  question  to  be  tried;  and  it  wita  probiibly  judicious 
in  th<*  government  to  unnouneo  their  choice  of  the  most 
I'lYirtmil  of  the  three  cMuirsrH  finni  wliicli  they  had  to 
ehooee  :  becituse  if  the  zeid  of  the  Commons  fell  short  of 
rhat  waM  wiuited  For  the  first,  tlie  He<rond  or  the  third 
rould  still  bu  open  :  wheivas  if  the  Comimms  should 
prove  to  be  eanirat  enough  in  pursuit  of  this  one  object 
to  forget  or  suspend  tlioir  otht'i*  diffwrenct's  with  the 
Crown  till  it  wure  accomplished,  the  improved  relation 
kMftwiMin  ihn  two  would  so  raise  the  credit  of  the  govern- 
nuMit  in  tin?  nioney-marki't,  that  what  was  wauti-d  for 
the  lii-jst  might  probably  \^t  obtaiuahle;  fur  if  »nlhciont 
security  could  be  offered,  the  money  would,  do  doubt,  be 
forthcoming  ;  and  it  was  but  fair  that  tlie  future  should 
ahujt*  the  burden  of  deftuiding  its  own  iuheritaUiUT.  But 
the  experiment  was  a  very  doubtful  one  at  best:  and  lia- 
con  was  not  destined  t"  preside  sit  the  Council  Board 
longenougli  to  luisist  in  the  guidata'ti  of  it  —  which  might 
poasibly  have  made  a  diS'ereuce. 

1  sir  •liiliui  (*(BnAr  ttAt«d  in  Ibn  IIkiimv  of  Oiiniiiuna  In  Knliriiary,  IQ^M  SI, 
Uwl  000  lubkulr  uutm  Ut  about  ^fU,00O,  mid  oq»  flUceiith  i»  £20.000.  S«e 
/Vmvcc/^V'  '■'*''  Of^fff,  vol.  I.,  p.  41). 
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For  the  pn-iw'tit,  however,  his  pereonni  fortunes  wore  ut 
their  higliL\sU  and  never  seemed  more  secure.  During 
tlie  lu«t  two  yeurs  lie  had  lit.'cn  rapidly  gtiining  upon  the 
opinion  both  of  the  King  :iutl  Htickinghuii^  Itis  couii»eU 
were  better  listened  to  than  they  had  over  been  before, 
and  ns  tlie  ciiac^  became  nuire  ditHctilt  llitfir  vahie  Reeme<lj 
likely  to  be  Iwtter  understood.  Oue  or  two  cvuipliiiiit 
iigniTiat  turn  fi*om  aggrieved  Buitottt  bad  been  referred  to 
t lie  rest  of  thtit^uneil  Ilooi'd  for  exuininuUon,  uud  h^ft 
no  blemisli  nptm  his  nanieT  He  had  been  building  by  the 
Hsh-pond3  nt  Gorbambury  a  retiring-pluce  for  Htudy  and 
l-eerealion, —  "  the  most  ingenioaely  eontiived  litlK*  pile," 
»ay3  Anbrey,  **  that  ever  1  aaw ; '*  ^  in  the  dt-sign,  ar- 
rangc-ment,  and  deeoration  of  which  he  hud  freely  in- 
dtil^ud  all  his  taaltfEi ;  as  looking  forward  to  the  time 
whi-n,  Iiaving  seen  the  King  out  of  debt  and  in  harmony 
wilb  his  Parliament,  he  should  Ite  free  to  exchange  thu 
active  for  (he  contemplative  life,  and  devote  his  remain- 
ing years  to  the  pruseeutinn  and  exponition  of  his  phi* 
losnphy.  Bun  Jon&on  ceU'bmted  hi»  birthday  in  lines 
breathing  of  nothing  but  reverence  luid  honor.  And  the 
King,  to  show  the  \aliie  he  ttet  upon  hiA  i^ervicos,  raised 
him  a  steji  higher  in  the  peerage.  On  tin?  morning  of 
the  7th  of  January,  Cnmden  and  Norroy  King-at-Arma 
hod  been  sent  for  to  conbult  about  the  arrangen^ents  for 
hia  investiture  with  thtt  tith^  uf  Visenunt  St.  Albun.  whieh 
was  to  be  pi-esently  beatowetl  upon  him  with  all  the  so* 
lcmnitie-3. 

On  the  lOth  of  Janimry,  the  muutiug  of  I'arliament 
>TU8  promgned  to  the  SOth,  probably  to  give  time  for  the 
deliberutioUB  nf  the  Council  of  War;  and  Bacon  in  the 
interval  HLMit  to  the  King  through  Buokinghain,  what  I 
suppose  to  have  been  some  memorial  (^Itke  that  which  he 
submitted  to  him  in  1()14^  of  the  communication  to  be 
made  to  the  two  houses  on  their  assembling.  We  know 
1  /.tnj.  vol.  {),,  part  1,  p.  8S9. 
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thut  when  in  1615,  ho  wanted  hira  to  try  another  PnrUit- 
mcnt,  he  advised  him  to  conHne  hia  own  upeuiiij^  f^p^'och 
to  II  doclnnition  of  the  nuisca  which  luid  moved  him  to 
aB3«inbl«  tliem,  together  with  "  some  princely  and  nv* 
8«rved  dt'acripllon  of  tliy  nfTaira  of  Chrrsteudum  at  the 
time;**  leaving  tho  Lord  Oli;incellor  to  deliver  any  a*!- 
monitions  thiit  might  be  required  ns  to  the  guvernmeitt 
of  their  own  procofdiuf^H.  The  case  Iwiiig  now  ahiK^t 
exactly  tlie  same,  he  woukl  probably  give  the  same  ad- 
Tice;  and  we  have  evidence  (which  will  be  seen  pre^ 
ently)  thiit  he  did  nt  one  time  ex]>cct  that  it  would  be  so 
arningfd  :  ■ —  that  the  King  was  to  dci'Uiro  the  causefl  for 
which  they  were  calletl  U^gether,  leaving  it  to  him  to  aay 
whatevfi'  inighl  be  i*x|X>dii*iit  jdiuiit  their  pi-opur  functions 
and  duty.  It  was  to  tiiis  arrangement,  I  imagine,  tliat 
the  pa|>er  referred  to  in  the  next  letter  a3  "  tile  enclosed  " 
had  reh'renw.  It  may  havo  been  a  suggestion  of  what 
the  King  should  $ay,  or  an  account  of  what  he  propoat-d 
to  8»y  hiinselft  tu*  both.  Bat  I  have  not  found  any  traces 
Leither  of  it  or  of  the  letter  which  accompanied  it;  and  all 
that  we  can  salVly  concUidH  about  it  is  that  the  arnmge* 
ment  which  it  proponed  or  assumed  did  not  exactly  suit 
the  King.  Hi*  uu-ant  in  his  own  speech  Uy  d«d  with  both 
points,  —  the  fuiuitions  of  Parliament  generally,  its  well 
as  the  special  business  of  this. 


TO  THE  LOItD   CHANCEUjOII. 

I  have  ac({aaii)ted  bie  Mnjesty  with  your  letter  mid  the  on- 
idofted;  wlio  coumiaiiilcJ  me  to  return  yo*^  Lp.  this  lui&wt^r. 
Thai  the  mniler  which  bis  Majefrty  hath  been  thiukiiig  upon 
fur  hit  speecti  cniiceriietb  both  the  f^int^,  of  the  inatiiuiiou  of  a 
riirliumont,  nnd  of  the  end  for  which  Uiis  is  called ;  yet  his 
J^lajr^ty  tliinkcth  !t  fit  tlint  »oinc  extract  inuy  be  maile  out  of  it, 
rhicb  ueoilt'th  to  be  but  very  short,  as  hia  SW  will  more  fully 
3W  you  at  hiH  I'oaiing  lt:tck  to  I^adon,  and  »o  t  rest 

Your  Lp'».  iQo«t  faithful  friend  aud  Mrvant, 

6.  BOCKINOIIAU. 
TifKOBALDS.  tOth  of  Jan.  1110. 
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**On  Saturday  **  says  ChamborlHin,  writing  oh  the  Sd 
of  Februiiry,  **  the  Lord  Cliiincjellor  was  creutt'd  Viscouut 
St.  Albaii's,  with  nil  the  ^^remonies  of  ruin's  imd  coronet, 
wliyrcjis  tint  rt-st  were  only  donv  by  patent."  Anil  if  tli« 
only  tlun«<  to  be  set  alf  ay:ainst  the  favor  wjia  a  diffifiilty 
the  King  found  ocamioimlly  in  understanding  tbe  ^' Novum 
Organum  " — and  it  is  nil  we  bear  of  —  we  need  not  sn.-*- 
fu'L't  of  iiminct*rity  tbe  letter  in  wbiib  he  expn^ssed  biB 
^lutviul  Aense  of  obligation. 

TO  THK  KING. 

May  it  plkase  your  MAJKaxY,  —  I  tliank  God  that 
J  miinbi-r  my  ilaya  both  in  tlmnkfuhiess  to  lliui,  and  in 
warning  to  myBelf.  1  bbould  UkewiBo  number  your  Maj- 
esty's benefits,  which  as  <  to  Uxkf  tliein  in  all  kinds)  they 
are  withuut  number;  so  even  in  this  kind  of  stt^ps  and 
degrees  of  a4lvaiiC4.>nient,  they  are  in  greater  number  than 
scarcely  any  otl»ftr  of  your  subjei'ts  can  sny.  For  this 
is  now  the  eighth  time  that  your  Majesty  hath  mised  me. 

Vou  found  me  of  tbe  Learned  Counsel,  Extraordinai-y, 
without  patent  nr  fee  ;  a  kind  of  indiviiiuum  vaijum.  You 
established  me,  and  bi-onght  n^c  into  Oniinary.  Soon 
after,  ymi  phirwl  me  Solicitor,  where  1  serve<l  seven 
years.  Then  your  Majesty  miwle  me  your  Attorney  or 
Pi-oeurator  GenemI,  Then  Privy  Counsellor,  while  I 
WHS  Attorney ;  a  kind  of  miraele  of  your  favor,  ibiit  hud 
not  Ixjen  in  many  ages.  Thence  Ke*'j>er  of  your  Seal ; 
and  because  that  was  a  kind  of  pkiuet  and  not  fixed, 
Chancellor.  Aiid  when  your  Majesty  could  rsiiae  nje  no 
higher,  it  was  your  grace  in  ilhistmto  me  with  beams  of 
honor;  first  making  me  Baron  Veruhun,  and  now  Vis- 
count St.  Alban.  So  this  is  the  eighth  rise  or  reach,  A 
diapason  in  nuisie,  even  a  good  number  and  accord  for  n 
close.  And  so  I  may  without  superstition  be  buried  iu 
St.  Alban's  hiibit  or  vestment. 

Besides   the   number,  the  obligation    is   increased  by 
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thref  notes  or  mHiks.  First,  th«t  they  proceeil  from 
ucb  a  King;  for  Imnors  fmni  soiiii'  King?*  uro  but  givnt 
fihiiuoes,  or  oounU'rs  Bet  higli ;  but  fnnii  your  Majesty 
thi-y  are  inde**<l  tli^rntties,  Uy  lh*i  (;wp*»mtioii  iif  your 
grace.  SwontUy,  in  nwjreit  of  tlie  continiiaiiL'e  of  your 
Mrtjeflty'a  favor»  wliiob  proceedetli  u»  tlii-i  ilivinr  fiivor 
from  grnce  to  grftce.  Antl,  thirdly,  ihew*  splondorft  uf 
honor  are  lik»*  your  fnn'Ht  piitenttt,  algqiie  ati<ftu>  inde 
reddendo.  (JtBci's  have  bunli-ns  of  wiri-s  and  labor ;  but 
honors  have  no  bnnlen  but  thtinkfiilness.  which  doth 
rutber  raise  men's  spirits  then  acrahle  them  ur  press 
them  down. 

Then  I  must  any,  r/uW  retribuam?  I  have  nothing  of 
min*r  own.  Thjit  that  God  Imth  givni  me  I  sbiill  offer 
and  present  imlo  your  Mujcsty,  which  ia  Pitro  and  dili- 
gence and  aasitkious  endeavor,  and  that  which  is  the 
chief*  cor  117111111  et  luitm  uwnn^  hoping  that  your  Majesty 
wiJI  do,  as  your  superior  dotb  ;  that  is,  tliat  finding  my 
heart  upright,  you  will  bear  wiLli  my  other  imperfec- 
tions. And  lastly,  your  Majesty  shall  have  the  best  of 
my  time»  which  1  ii&sure  myself  ahull  ooncludo  in  your 
favor,  and  survivu  in  your  remembrance.*  And  that  is 
my  prayer  for  myself.  The  rest  shall  be  in  pra3*ers  for 
your  Majesty. 

On  the  30th  the  Houses  met,  and  the  King  mude  his 
8p«xN'h  ;  one  of  his  la^t  B|)eeohe8,  and  not  the  worse  in 
my  opinion  because  he  resened  the  weightieat  matter  for 
(lie  hist  pliice,  —  tho  beat  way  (genendly  speaking)  to 
make  it  iui|iri«Hive. 

He  began  by  reminding  them  of  tlie  rwiprneiil  obligjv- 
tiona  of  King  and  Parliament-  They  were  called  for  ad- 
vice.    It  wa.s  the  King's  bnsiuesa  to  make  laws;  Iheira 

>  TliEa  MtiU-Ficc  h«il  bxvn  oriifinnlly  writl«i)  lltu*  i  **  Which  it  a  loyful  liD«rl, 
M  •tiiilloiu  ihiiiiKliI,  »ri  liictrMWiiit.  xmlrinior,  ami  lb<  lw«i  "^  "iv  h>iii>,  vlik'ti  1 
)lir)>e  ahall  roiirlnilr  wtlli  ymir  Fnvnr  nnd  aprvloc  III  vmir  T'  '  '      Tlt»*« 

wiinla  wtnj  then  cni<iM>il  ttnr  omt  (ho  t;<iiirlttnkHi  In  th«  Icxi  I 

vou  II.  27 
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"  to  advise  him  to  malcG  such  Hii  were  good  for  tbp  com- 
xnonwealMi."  "The  ConnniJiis  best  knew  the  piirLiciiliir 
estate  of  the  country  ;  ami  if  the  King  asked  their  advice 
could  best  tull  him  whiU  was  amiss ;  or  else  petition  him 
to  amend  and  redress  it."  It  w:l8  aUo  their  duty  to 
"offer  \vli;it  thi'y  tlioiiglit  fit  to  supply  his  wants;"  wliile 
it  ^vos  his  duty  ^*iD  lieu  thereof  to  afford  thorn  juaticv 
i^d  meroy-** 

He  then  proceeded  to  explain  why  they  were  called 
together  now.  It  waa  not  to  make  new  laws  against  tlio 
Catholics ;  those  they  had  alrt.'ady  were  severe  enongli. 
In  dealing  with  matters  of  conscieitee*  persuasion  was  fit- 
ter than  compulsion ;  and  they  need  not  fear  any  danger 
Pi-otestantisu*  from  the  marriage-treaty  with  Spain. 
^He  wouM  do  nothing  therein  whirh  should  not  be  hon- 
orable and  for  the  good  of  religion  ;  and  if  anything  broke 
off  the  match  it  should  be  the  oausc  of  religion." 

He  had  billed  them  for  help  in  two  main  causes,  his 
want  of  money,  and  the  distracU^  state  of  Christendom. 

The  supplies  granted  to  the  late  Queon  during  her 
hUer  yeat-s  '*gi-ew  to  an  aunuul  contribution  which  by 
computation  camo  to  j£135»000  a  yuiir;'*  whereas  dur- 
ing the  eighteen  years  hti  had  reigned  he  had  not  bad 
more  than  four  subsidies  and  six  fifteenths.^  And  it  was 
now  ten  years  since  he  had  troubled  them  for  any.  And 
though  it  might  once  be  said  that  it  was  useless  to  supply 
him  with  treasure  because  it  was  so  ill  kept,  it  was  not 
80  now.  During  the  last  two  years  he  had  been  laboring 
to  reduce  his  expenditure,  and  had  succeeded  in  making 
considerable  abatements.  **  In  his  household  expenses 
he  had  abated  £100,000  per  annum  ;  in  his  Xavy  ex- 
penses X28,000  per  annum  ;  and  hoped  aliortly  to  abate 
XI  0,000  more.  In  his  ordinary  ho  had  brought  his  ex- 
penses from  £84,000  to  £14,000/' « 

I  About  .£&Q2,U0O  111  all :  ^iviiif;  a.ii  averati^a  ot  sitoul  i!28,000  niiiiuulW. 
*  So  tb«  flgura  »n!  ^ivpti  in  rixj>cte<iinyi  hhJ  bthnUr     Uul  ib^ry  «n  RlrtD 
TC17  dlfferftilty  in  ftifterrnl  repuiia,  aiid  t'ftniio4  it  All  \k  relied  tip>'D- 
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For  the  distraction  o(  Clirlstendom  ho  was  not  respon- 
sibtf.  WhtMi  the  quiirrei  between  the  States  of  Bohemia 
antl  the  Emperor  be^jiin,  he  liad  been  requested  by  both 
tti(K*s  to  make  lui  iigret^iiient  between  tbtMn*  and  the  em- 
b»3sy  which  he  had  sent  fr_»r  that  purpose  had  cost  him 
<£!10,000.  But  in  the  mean  time  the  States  hud  ivist  off 
all  alle^ance.  and  chosen  his  son-in-law  ;  who,  though  he 
sent  to  him  to  know  wht'ther  he  should  tuke  the  crown 
or  uOf  did  not  wait  for  his  answer ;  but  within  three 
days  tot;ik  it  on  his  bend.  After  which,  he  hud  abstaiued 
hitherto  from  all  interference  ;  paitly  because  ho  had 
always  held  it  wrong  to  depose  Princes  on  account  of 
religion  ;  partly  because  he  was  not  well  enough  ac- 
quainted with  Bnheu)iiin  law  to  judge  between  the  par- 
ties ;  p:Lrtly  because  he  had  undertiikeu  the  oHice  of  a 
mrr]i»tnr.  But  now  the  Palatinate,  which  was  the  in- 
heritance of  his  granddiild,  wiiii  inviuled,  and  he  was 
deterrained  to  recover  it.  He  hoped  to  do  su  by  peace- 
ful neguliation ;  but  he  could  negotiate  with  greater  ad- 
vantage If  he  were  known  Uy  be  prepared  for  war.  And 
if  negotiation  faileiU  \i*'.  wjts  prepared  to  spend  his  crown, 
his  blond,  and  bis  son's  blood  also  in  this  quarrel.  But 
in  tills  iK'thing  could  be  done  without  a  speedy  supply. 
Jits  dtxt  qui  cito  dat.  He  hoped  they  would  not  fail  bim 
nt^w  moiii  than  they  had  done  his  predecessors,  hut  ]et  it 
be  seen  that  the  King  and  hia  {»eople  were  of  one  mind. 
M*'  was  ready  to  hear  and  redress  all  complaints;  and 
whatever  was  umisa,  "if  truly  informed,  he  would  rightlj 
reforni."  Ho  had  chilled  them  of  his  own  free  motion, 
and  his  trust  was  in  their  good  oirucs  for  Uia  ^ood  of  his 
estate. 

The  specoli  wjis  very  well  received  by  the  Commons, 
who  showed  a  manifest  desire  to  keep  on  good  terms  witJj 
him.  On  the  5th  of  February,  the  very  first  day  of  the 
session,  the  case  of  the  Palalluate  having  been  explained 
to  iliem,  and  a  speedy  supply  rcL*ommonded,  the  question 
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w:ut  referriKl  ta  a  committee  of  thv  whole  House  :  on  the 
16th  a  uuaninaouB  resolution  fur  u  gnint  of  Uro  subsidies 
W)ts  ropnrted;  and  a  hill  ft)r  l\w  puriMiae  being  presently 
dmwa  wont  smoothly  through  uU  ita  stages,  and  received 
tlie  royal  nesptit  on  the  22d  of  Murch. 

Thia  vote  Wits  of  i^jreut  value,  as  far  as  it  went.  It 
shoiTcd  unmistakftbly  that  tho  King  and  the  Commons 
were  friends  for  the  present,  and  wished  to  continue  so. 
But  the  nnnoiuKtement  of  the  resolution  had  been  aceom- 
paniod  with  an  iutimation,  which,  though  intouded  Ui 
make  the  gift  sweeter,  might  well  suggest  to  those  who 
had  watched  the  course  of  former  Parliaments  some  mis- 
givings and  alarms.  lu  the  debute  of  the  5th  of  Febru- 
ary, Sir  G.  Galvert,  now  Secretary  of  State,  had  described 
the  condition  of  the  Palatinate,  and  stated  how  large  a 
force  WDuld  be  required,  but  does  not  appear  to  hav« 
offered  any  estimate  of  the  cost :  for  the  report  of  the 
Council  of  War  upon  that  j)oint  hud  not  then  lxH5n  sent 
in.  It  was  not  till  the  loth  tbat  the  Committee  uf  Sup- 
ply heard  how  much  money  would  be  wanted.  They 
wore  then  told  that  the  maintenance  of  such  an  army 
would  i-etpiire  £000,000  per  annum  at  the  least:  which 
was  more  than  six  subsidies  would  come  to.  In  pres- 
ence of  this  fact  a  vote  of  two  subsidies  required  some 
explanatiun ;  and  it  was  given  by  Coke  iu  reporting  from 
the  Committee  to  the  House.  "  There  was  given,"  he 
said,  "a  free  gift  of  two  subsidies:  which  were  given, 
none  gauisayiiig,  and  freely  :  not  on  any  conitideratum  ny 
con4it\on  far  or  concerning  the  Palatintitt" 

Now,  though  this  may  have  been  meant  only  to  excuse 
the  smallness  of  the  sura  (^ about  Xlt54,O0O),  —  implying 
that  thoy  knew  how  inaufKcient  it  was  for  the  recovery 
of  tht^  Palatinate,  and  only  oflfered  it  as  a  provisional 
advance,  while  the  means  of  raising  an  adequate  8upi)ly 
were  under  eon»idi'ration,  —  yet  what  it  did  really  imply 
w;ui,  that  uf)on  the  question  of   raising  and  supporting 
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an  urmy  f«ti*  Lho  recovery  of  tlie  PahitiuHtu  they  mndo 
no  engatjrnunt  whutevor.*  And  frhouj^li  lliero  might  be 
color  for  delay  iu  Ihe  fa«t  tlmt  nogutiiititjiia  wprn  still 
going  on  with  hopes  of  a  peaceful  anangomont,  it  w:is 
forgotten  that  tho  advantage  in  a  negotiation  for  poaeu 

.of  hetng  known  to  be  prepared  for  war — of  'Muaking 
with  a  aword  in  hiB  hnud,"  aa  the  King  put  it  — 
tlinreby  lost,     A  jirovisional  vote  of  ^1(14.000  car- 

n>ied  with  it  no  security  that  a  vot^  of  three  times  tbo 
sum  might  be  counted  on  when  it  whs  want^.  And 
Bince  a  C'oranwttee  of  Grievanci^s  liad  been  api»ointed  on 
bo  SBtiiM  day  with  the  Committee  for  Supply,  judicious 
advisers  of  the  Knipemr  and  the  King  of  Sptitn  would  do 
doubt  ri'port  tliat  tlmy  ruight  negotiate  at  leisure,  with- 
out any  fear  of  being  interrupted  by  the  sudiien  arrival 
in  tho  Pahitinate  of  a  well-equipped  army  from  Eng^ 
land. 

The  gift  was  nevertheless  received  with  grateful  ao- 
knowledgmentSf  as  un  earnest  of  the  zealous  and  liberal 
co(tperutiun  wliicli  would  be  forthcoming  when  wanted  : 
and  the  House  in  the  mean  time  went  on  with  its  other 
business. 

One  of  their  first  proceedings  must  hav*»  given  Bacon 
great  satiftf notion.  One  of  bis  favorite  meaaui'es  wjis  ad- 
vanced a  step.  On  the  15Ui  of  February,  upon  a  report 
from  Mr.  Hackwill  of  whiit  had  been  done  (by  direction 
from  the  King  and  thu  I^ords  of  the  Cotuicilf  upon  the 
"advice  of  the  now  Lord  Chiuicellor,  lAird  Treasurer, 
and  Lord  Hubbard  *')  in  aurveying  tho  statutes ;  and 
how  they  hiul  fonnd  "almost  fiOO  fit  to  be  repealed,  as 
gnaring;'*  seven  principal  lawyera,  including  Sir  Edward 

*  A  priratc  news-writer  repiroimtji  rhnm  tn  h«ve  addml  that  "If  bt«  MsjVaty 
hy  trvalv  roulil  nul  rocoyer  tite  Palalinnln,  fhoy  nfTyni)  tlirir  Ilf«  and  giMMl*  ffir 
U»e  rPcovcnr  tbcrcol  by  intcv-"  T.  Murray  lo  <VUti>n,  IT  Feb-  HJ30.  8.  P^ 
Tol.  cxix.,  No.  101.  Hut  UiuugU  thfi  wofils  loay  liavc  Wcti  xt<wn\,  it  dow  not  ap- 
ponr  tlut  any  reconl  waa  maiU  of  them,  and  tb«r«foni  thoy  could  bare  no  btml* 
iag  fore*. 
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Coke,  wt-ro  appointed  **  tn  join  witli  Mr.  Noy,  Mr,  H. 
Ftnuh,  ami  Mr.  MuckwilL  '*  (th()  commiHsi oners  who  liud 
been  set  mi  work  by  tlie  King),  **  to  »mvey  all  the  stat- 
utes, and  to  di-aw  iiU  tbi^  HlAtiiies  conoerniiig  one  matter 
into  one  plain  nnd  perfect  law ;  and  to  consider  which 
were  (it  to  be  repoaled.  which  in  force,  and  which  fit  t*( 
be  continued."  Ttiis  was  in  effect  tlie  very  nunsvirc 
which  Bacon  himself  brought  in  in  1614,  as  one  of  the 
bills  of  grace ;  which,  nfler  the  abrupt  dissolution  of  thai 
abortive  Parliautent,  ho  urgfd  the  King  to  proceed  with 
by  ooininissioners  :  and  tn  which  be  reported  two  years 
after,  that  *'  a  great  deal  of  good  [)aina  "  had  been  tftken 
by  himself  and  others,  so  that  the  work  was  "  alrcaily 
advanced,*'  and  in  a  cundition  to  be  taken  up  by  l*urlia- 
ment,  and  entriftt**d  to  commissioners  to  be  named  by 
the  two  H0U.SC8.  The  present  prooewiing  wjus  merely  the 
appointiueut  of  a  Select  Committee  to  report  upon  the 
subject  J  but  it  was  the  first  step  towards  "  the  compiling 
un<l  amondment  of  tlie  laws  of  England, ''  which  in  his 
political  aspirations  held,  I  think,  the  phicti  of  first  im- 
portance. 

They  were  busy  at  the  eame  time  with  another  matter 
which  interested  them  much  more,  and  which  he,  prob- 
ably (though  the  part  assigned  to  him  wjis  gratifying  as 
a  proof  of  personal  conlidouce),  would  have  been  bette.r 
wtntent  to  let  alone.  This  wiis  a  pt^ition  to  the  King 
"for  the  better expcntion  of  the  laws  now  in  force  against 
the  Jesuiti*,  Seminary  Priests,  and  Popish  Recusants;'* 
with  which  the  Lords  were ■  requested  to  acquaint  the 
King,  and  obtain  leave  of  access  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
senting  it  and  hearing  his  answer.  The  King  couscnted 
to  receive  it  on  Saturday,  the  ITth,  and  on  Friday  the 
two  Houses  met  in  conference  to  settle  their  form  of  pro- 
ceeding :  the  result  of  which  was  tliat  Dacon  was  chosen 
to  speak  for  Ujth  ;  which  he  did:  and  on  Monday  re* 
ported  to  ti»e  Upper  Hotisi^  what  had  passed. 
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**  Hifl  T>or(lnhip*fl  rclittion  was  1>nof  (as  hf.  siud) :  tu  well  be- 
cause moat  of  all  iheir  Lordships  were  tlicn  present,  and  prm- 
ciptkllv  for  tliat  hm  Lordship  know,  and  willingly  acknowledged, 
1j«  vran  nu  w»y  able  in  any  degree  to  tieliver  it  in  kugIi  sort  as 
his  Majtfsty  s|mke.*' 

This  is  nit  we  find  about  it  in  the  Lords^  Joiuniils. 
Fi'oru  thuBL'  of  the  Cotnmons  we  only  leiiim  that  his  report 
Wits  n?jH>ntcci  to  them  and  delivered  in  writing  at  their 
request,  lint  one  of  Carleton'»  com^spondents  Rnppliea 
the  following  brief  account: — 

^Thig  day  both  the  Houses  cxiujunctly  are  to  move  his  Ma^ 
e«ty, — 

**  1.  That  according  to  the  statute,  aU  Recusanta  may  \te  com- 
LSniindel  ))y  Proclamation  to  retire  from  Londoo  ten  miles  during 
rtbo  Pitrlianienl. 

*'  2.  That  tltrough  all  Etigland  they  may  be  confined  within 
five  miles  nbrttit  their  hoinics. 

**3.  Thitt  they  be  nut  Kufli'red  to  have  uny  unns  about  their 
hou9i:a  but  fur  tlieir  [lersonid  d'-Tciiitc*. 

**  i.  Thiit  noiit^  kU'.iW  reuorl  to  !anh:LH(i:idiir»*  Iiouhck  far  the 
hearing  of  masses. 

**  0.  Thul  no  .TesnitH  or  PrloRls  which  nn?  in  (tri'iOfi  shall  be 
liccn»rd  to  go  nhivNtil,  nn<l  thnt  nonr  Klutll  resort  lo  thom*  and 
that  Ihey  ihall  hu  restrained  from  the  saying  of  masses. 

"'lltiit  nfbernoon  his  M^jeu^ty  is  to  declare  his  pleaflure  od 
tlii*w  Hve  points 

*'  After  I  liihl  ended,  the  two  Flou.^tis  did  attend  Ins  Mujt'aty. 
And  for  ihi'tii  both  my  1/ortl  C'lmnwllor  \va*i  spi^akcr  to  bia 
Miij<'Kty.  Lcnvinj;  compliments,  he  <lid  propone  the  live  points 
or  braiichcfl  conivmiits;  rttligion  t-oidained  in  Uhr  letter,  uMing 
the  do»>iro  thiu  the  iie»«mMnu  uj>on  Rc'r.uaanta*  lauds  might  lio 
duly  mud(-  ami  (*xocuU'd. 

**  Ifiif  Mtiji'sly  did  Dgreu  to  all  the  points  in  substance.  Only 
ho  did  kaj  tliat  a  Proclamation  was  unnMccHsnry,  the  statoteA  of 
the  Kiiijctdom  providing  for  the  namt'.  He  did  undertake  by  llm 
advice  of  the  Council  lo  we  the  execution  perfoi-moil.  ffo  did 
nlnodcfiiro  thorn  to  provide  that  Papists*  childrrn  sliouM  be  lirod 
In  ..i,r  ••.rti^'ion." 
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At  the  next  oonfereiicp  between  the  two  Houses  Bor 
con'B  piirt  waa  not  so  fortunate.     The  Committee  for 

Griovances  had  fiillfn  upon  t\w.  Monripolios ;  an  action 
which  had  been  clearly  enough  foroatu-n,  and  wliioh  Ba- 
con himself  had  wished  to  avoid  by  tJiking  away  the  most 
iinp<ipidar  nf  tliiMit  b<.'f<ne  PftHianuMit  im.*t.  The  manner 
in  wliich  he  wnuld  have  hatl  this  done  is  fully  explained 
in  a  letter  to  Rnckinghara,  signed  by  himsidf,  Montagii, 
Coke.  Hobart.  and  R.  Crew,  of  the  iJlHh  of  November, 
1020,  the  end  being  to  get  rid  of  t-heni  all;  in  some 
caseA  by  iinticipating  the  attack,  and  revoking  tlie  \»%f 
tents,  aa  found  by  experience  to  be  raischipvous,  before 
tbey  were  mimpluined  of;  in  others  by  waiting  for  the 
complaint  and  readily  yielding  to  it ;  but  not  in  any^Hse 
to  insist  on  upholdln*^  them  against  the  current  of  opin- 
ion. And  though  the  claasified  list  which  accompanied 
the  letter  has  not  been  preserved,  we  happen  to  know  that 
it  included  tliosc  two  which  drew  the  first  fir**,  and  did 
most  to  drive  the  Commons  into  a  course  and  a  temper 
fatal  to  harmonious  cooperation  in  the  busineds  for  which 
they  had  been  called;  and  that,  if  his  advice  had  ln-en 
taken,  those  two  Patents  would  have  been  alrctidy  num- 
bered among  grievances  past  and  redressed.  It  up^wars 
from  a  private  letter  which  he  wrote  to  I3urkinghaui  on 
the  same  day  (2L»  Nuvember,  1C2U)  that  both  Mc)n|H'r- 
aon'a  Pat4»nt  touching  Inns,  aud  Christopher  Villiers*s  Pa- 
tent touching  RecogniKancoa  of  Ale-houses,  were  among 
those  set  di)wn  as  *'  likely  to  be  stirred  in  by  the  Lowlt 
House  of  Parliament,"  and  which  it  would  be  better  for 
him  "  to  take  the  thanks  for  eeiising  than  the  uotu  for 
mainttiiniug."  The  King  refei-red  the  tiuestion  to  Uie 
Council  Table,  where  Banou  argued  strongly  for  revoking 
Patt-'ULs  of  that  chuss  by  act  of  Council  at  once.  But  he 
was  out-voted,  iin<l  had  to  acquiesce  in  a  resolution  %vhich 
he  evidently  thought  unwise.  Such  Patents  were  to  re- 
niitin  for  (lie  spirit  of  complaint  to  play  upim  iitul  be  ap- 
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|KM»od  by  their  surrcjider.  The  King  wfia  to  bo  reppe- 
bcjited  lis  having  been  misled  by  his  odviHcrs,  uiid  quite 
ONidy  tn  correct  tlie  error  the  rnunu:iit  bt;  was  informed 
of  it.  But  the  thanks  for  informing  him  wern  to  go  to 
the  House  and  not  to  be  anliciptited  by  the  Council. 
Ami  it  was  true,  ao  doiibt^  that  in  some  ca«e8  a  livelier 
gratitude  inuy  be  excited  by  taking  u  burden  off  than 
onld  have  l)e<»n  got  by  avoiding  to  lay  it  on.  Bacon 
juld  not  have  forgotten  a  splendid  and  successful  per- 
formance of  that  kind  in  the  laat  yeara  of  Eliiuibeth.  But 
maUier  could  he  have  foi-gotteu  that  hoth  the  times  and 
the  persons  were  changed.  Eli/^ibeth  herself  could  not 
have  acted  that  {Mirt  \rith  applause  to  tlje  preseut  audi- 
ence^ and  would  not  have  attempted  it.  But  the  ox|wri- 
mejit  was  to  be  tried,  and  tht*  ucoii»iun  was  not  long  in 
coming. 

As  «*arly  as  the  6Ui  of  I'ebruary  a  <iebate  on  the  cauaca 
of  tlie  scarcity  of  money,  wliich  tlie  King  bad  recom- 
mended fur  consideration,  bn>ught  up  a  complaint  of  the 
Patent  for  Gold  and  Silver  Thread.  It  was  an  old  Pat- 
ent, witii  a  long  history,  which  had  passed  through  sev- 
end  hands,  undergone  many  referHnces  and  moditicationa, 
and  though  much  complained  of  by  rivals  in  the  mann- 
facture*  had  never  stoml  high  in  the  list  of  public  griev- 
ances ;  but  it  was  now  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Giles  Mon- 
person,  —  a  man  whose  proceedings  in  regard  t<»  another 
Patent  which  had  no  relation  to  it  had  c:iu8ed  great  dis- 
content; and  I  suppose  it  vfn»  felt  to  he  the  beginning  of 
tlie  war,  and  the  time  for  the  government  t^i  take  up  its 
position.  Sir  Edward  Sackvilhs  who,  thongli  anything 
bnt  a  Puritan  and  no  way  unfriendly  to  the  government, 
npiK'ars  to  have  stood  high  in  the  fa^'or  of  the  House, 
indicJited  that  position  at  once,  and  very  clejirly, 

**  Sir  Edward  Suckvtlle  sailh.  that  in  all  litisinGssus  of  this 
nature  niid  weight  (here  is  coiiiiitaiily  a  [H'tittoh  ainl  other  iioies 
iinil  mlli^tions  delivcrod  Co  Iwm   MajeKty,  |irctriif]irig  a  guti<I  anil 
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benefit  tbat  hy  this  suit  w)It  accrue  both  la  liis  AfajestT  snd  to 
the  Commouweolth ;  the  consJderaliou  of  which  petition,  nitd 
Giber  collections  coiiccniiiig  «iich  busiDe^scs,  his  ^lujesiy  ever 
referretli  to  some  certjuii  referees,  who  exainine  it  iukI  certify  to 
his  Mnjei»ty  t)ie  validity*  of  it.  He  therefore  ih»iri-Ui  that  ibofie 
who  were  referees  iii  this  bimiiiefi!!  ami  liuve  ccrlititHl  bis  Majesty 
of  llie  convetiie-ucy  of  it^  niiil  hiive  thereby  ao  nuirh  iibuH(>(I  his 
Majesty  and  the  Commnnweiilth,  may  be  known,  and  that  their 
reasons  may  Iw  oxttmincd.  to  the  end  that  tbey  may  receive  the 
blame  and  shame  of  \u" 

The  debate  for  tliat  dny  ended  in  a  resolution  "  tbat 
those  raoliona  be  referred  to  the  former  Committ-et!  of 
Grievances ;"  but  ^^'e  hcjir  no  more  of  this  one  for  a  jj^od 
while:  a  much  stronger  raise  against  Mon{>er»on  hiiving 
been  brought  out  by  tlie  investigatinn.  On  tlie  ll>th  of 
February  the  Patent  for  Inns  was  brought  in  question 
by  Mr.  Noyc,  as  nn  instaucu  of  a  Patent  that  was  *"  iu  it- 
self good  ancl  lawful,  but  Jibtised  by  the  Putenteefi  in  the 
execution,  who  perform  not  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
from  bis  Majesty.*'  The  saine  character  was  given  of  it 
by  Coke  in  the  sanit;  debate.  **■  There  are  three  sorts  of 
patents.  1st,  directly  ngainftt  law;  2<l,  good  in  law,  btit 
ill  in  execution  :  3d,  neither  good  iu  law  nor  execution. 
....  Of  the  Bet^ond  kind  are  pattnts  for  //i»«."  On  the 
20th  the  committee  went  into  the  case.  There  were 
Uiree  patentees,  of  whom  Sir  fliles  M<inpor8on  was  the 
principal ;  who  being  examined,  stated  tliat  *' there  were 
two  things  that  gave  him  encouragement  to  undertake 
this  business:  1st,  tlie  want  of  power  in  Justices  of  Pvaco 
to  set  up  or  pull  down  inna:  2.  The  course  that  was 
taken  before  the  Patent  was  granted  ;  it  being  ri'ferred 
first  for  matter  of  law  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  now 
is,  tlien  being  tlie  King's  Attorney  General:  to  tlie  I«ord 
Chief  Huron  of  the  Exchequer:  tmd  Justii-e  Nieolls;  the 
secontl  time,  for  matter  of  ronveuiency*  to  Suffolk,  then 
Lord  Treasurer  nl  Etiglaiid,  to  Secretary  Winwood,  Seo 
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rotary  Lak^»,  Hn<l  Serjeant  Finch.*'  The  next  day  Coko 
reported  fKnti  tlie  Cotimiittee  that  tlivy  found  thia  I'ateut 
an  exorbitant  grievnnce  both  in  itself  nnti  in  the  execu- 
tion ;  and  the  same  aftomooii  the  P:iti'nt  *'  for  the  for- 
feitiim  of  the  Reeo-^niziinoi^fl  for  Alo-houses,"  in  which 
Sir  Francis  Michell  \v;is  implicated,  cjinie  before  them. 
This  l')it<?nt  had  be^ii  referrtMj  to  the  two  Chief  JusUoea 
(Mimtjtgiic  and  Hubart)»  Yelverton,  and  Coventry,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them.  **  The  Lord  Hobart  "  (^it  wjui 
added)  **  did  not  certify  on  this  refereneo;  but  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Montague  did  ;  htt  it  icaa  no  more  than 
the  Houne  thought  good  and  fiouorahle."  So  tlie  atta<Mc 
turned  a^inst  the  execution,  and  the  person  prinuipally 
impli*\'it<^d  in  it, —  whi'^h  was  Sir  Francis  MichoU,  a  law- 
yer and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  With  him  they  mjule  very 
short  work:  and  if  the  universal  condemnation  of  a  man 
without  heariug  what  ho  has  to  »ay  in  his  own  bclialf 
is  to  be  accepted  as  conclusive  evidence  againat  liirn  Ins 
ca«e  was  very  bad.  On  the  22d  Coko  reported  it  to  the 
House,  an<l  on  Hie  23d,  after  rwuling  a  petition  from  him, 
moved  "  that  he  was  unfit  to  be  a  Juntice  of  Peace;  and 
that  he  should  be  declared  to  be  imworthy  and  disabled 
to  be  of  that  commission:  that  he  should  make  resti- 
tution to  all  of  whom  it  couKl  be  proved  that  he  had  re- 
ceived anything  for  tliis  business  :  that  he  should  be  sent 
to  the  Tower  untd  he  Im*  put  out  of  commission,  and  un- 
til he  should  maUc  an  ImmMe  submission  here  at  the  Bar 
on  his  knee."  And  (the  House  asauming  thereupon  the 
authority  of  a  Court  of  Jtiatice)  it  was  ordered,  upon  the 
qac5lion,  by  a  geni'ral  v<»ice, — 

*•  That  be  should  Ik-  held  unwortJty  U>  be  a  Justice  of  the 
Pcsooe,  »nfl  he  ducJurwl  disihlo  and  unworthy  to  Iw  of  that  com- 
mluina  or  any  other  whiu^'tovor.  To  lt«  vent  ui  ^  uf  the  Clook 
ID  tho  ftftoruoon  lo  the  Tower  through  the  street  od  foor." 

Aftf^r  whinh  the  privnte  Jnurnal  f  for  the  Clerk  of  the 
H'Miue  was  ill  all  this  time,  and  (!)••  uhhuI  notis  wi>t-t-  nut 
taken)  proceeds  thus :  — 
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**  And  so  MiclicU  was  called  to  the  Bar  to  hear  bit  iwuteood 
OD  bis  knee.  After  sentence  passed  he  desired  to  be  heard,  but 
it  wjw  denieil. 

".Vr.  Chancellor  oftAe  J>ttchy :  That  be  might  be  heanl  nftcr 
judgmenU  ho  as  it  be  an  humble  tuit,  or  anything  not  cortc&m- 
ing  ihv  srntetire  given  by  th*"  Houte, 

'*  Sir  fCdteard  Cookr :  Thai  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  aftcrr 
judgment. 

*•  And  80  it  was  agreed  by  the  vote  of  the  whole  House." 

Miclieirs  petition,  to  which  this  was  the  answer,  had 
heen  (if  the  note  of  it  be  correct)  short,  bbarp,  and  de- 
liant.  Monperson,  whose  manner  of  executiuf^  his  Pat- 
ent for  IniiH  and  Hostelries  had  exposed  him  to  tho  same 
kind  of  censure,  took  warning  from  tlie  rusiilt,  ;ind  tried 
whether  in  tliis  new  Court  of  Justice,  —  whore  anybody 
%v;ifl  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and  the  "  general  voice  " 
was  the  Judge,  iind  the  defendant  heard  nothing  of  the 
trial  except  the  sentence,  upon  which  he  w:ts  not  allowed 
to  make  any  remark, — an  attitude  of  humility  would 
fare  better:  and  the  next  morning  there  was  read  in  the 
House 

"Tbo  petition  of  Sir  Gilea  Moupcrson.  Wherein  he  con- 
fesseth  that  he  hatli  erre*!  in  the  execution  of  the  Patent  for 
Inii.s,  both  by  his  letters  and  uUierwitio  to  Justicti^a  of  the  Peace; 
and  coufoAseth  that  so  general  a  Patent  cannot  but  be  a  great 
grievance  to  the  sidiject;  and  pi-ayerli  the  favorable  couHtnic- 
tion  of  the  House,  to  whose  cfiisure  ho  willingly  submitted 
liiitiaelf." 

Tliis  petition  was  referred,  I  presume,  to  the  Commit- 
tee, whose  report  on  the  cuso  was  brought  up  by  Cok**  on 
the  27tb.  On  which  occaaion  be  laid  down  another  rule 
for  their  proceeding  as  a  Court  of  Justice  which  must 
have  been  rather  alarming  to  all  who  might  edinc  within 
their  jurisdiction. 
/  "  If  nnv  one  accused  for  a  grievance  do  justify  it  iti  this  Hotiiiie 
of  Parliament,  it  is  an  indignity  to  the  House,  and  for  thie  the 
House  may  send  any  one  to  the  Tower." 
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So  at  least  tho  words  are  given  iu  the  private  Journal. 
But  I  gather  fr-mi  the  notes  tiikeu  by  tlit'  Clerk  of  the 
House  (who  li!ui  reaunifii  hi«  ilutit's  this  d:iy  Iwfore)  that 
it  was  meant  mit  8o  much  fur  ;t  rule  to  guide  tht-ir  pru- 
cocdiiiga  hercaftor  as  for  a  doctrine  invented  to  justify 
what  they  hiid  done  two  or  three  days  before.  A  doubt 
had  been  iiiiBed  hb  tu  their  right  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment upon  Michell  and  commit  him  to  the  Tower,  for  of- 
foiis*^  which  wure  not  u^tUnst  thu  HouBe,and  hud  in  faot 
been  committed  when  there  was  no  Huuae  in  existence. 
Coke's  reply  (on  the  Huddeu)  w.ia  in  (effect  that  he  had 
committed  an  olTunae  against  ihe  Mouse  then  sitting. 
Being  charged  with  that  which  they  had  voted  a  griev- 
ance, he  ti:id  pi-escnted  a  petition  iti  which  he  justified 
it.  This  WHS  a  puniuhable  offense.  A  case  in  point  had 
occurred  wlien  he  was  Speaker,  A  deputy  purveyor  was 
clmrged  in  that  Houae  with  mauy  grievances,  done  be- 
fore rarliamont:  and  it  was  resolved  that  if,  being  sent 
for,  ht*  tthould  defend  whjit  he  hud  done,  "for  his  defense 
ho  was  tu  be  there  punished."  *^  Michell  came  iu  lut  a 
eouusellor  and  justilied  it,  and  his  petition  was  arrogant 
and  presumptuous."  As  it  appeared  by  the  question  that 
the  law  of  the  case  was  not  known  to  everybwly,  he  added 
tJiat  he  would  "set  this  out  at  lai-ge  and  deliver  it  to 
be  kept  for  a  memorial  in  this  House :  *'  which  may  ac- 
count for  its  being  entered  in  the  private  Journal  in  a 
Bej)arute  paragraph  by  itself,  sis  a  legid  axiom.  Iu  or- 
der, however,  to  s^.  it  out  in  proper  form  lie  felt  that 
**  further  ttdvice"  would  be  d"sirabh' ;  and  it  seems  the 
House  thought  so  too  :  for  it  wa4  [U"r8<*ntly  agrt«>d  on  the 
motion  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  lh»t  Noyo  and  Hackwtll 
Hhnuld  go  that  afternndu  to  the  Tower  and  search  the 
pivcedents  there,  — **  to  show  how  far  and  for  what 
ofTenscs  the  power  of  this  House  doth  extend  to  punish 
telin<pi»tuis   against   the    Stale,   as    well   as   those    wlm 

and  against  this  IIousi:) ;  "  luid  having  first  infonnoj 
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the  Committeet  sb<mld  report  tu  tlie  liotise  tlie  next 
inorniiig.  Tliu  triisli  ivus,  they  hatJ  iJiacoverL-d  that  thoy 
did  not  know  whjit  the  pmper  course  of  proceedings  in 
such  cabe»  \v:ib  ;  for  thuir  present  course,  now  that  it  was 
brought  out  in  full  relief,  could  hardly  approve  itaelf  on 
•*  further  mlvtr;e  **  even  to  Coke  himself. 

Pending  the  search  for  precedents  the  dL'bute  turned 
again  U]ion  the  point  originally  niiscd  hy  Sir  Edward 
Sackville  —  the  examination  of  the  Referees.  "  Hen»," 
said  Sir  Lionel  CranfieUK  now  Miiater  of  the  Wards,  ••  ia 
a  projector  and  a  patent:  he  luid  had  no  patent  if  the 
Referees  had  done  their  duty:  to  remember  therefore  the 
Referees  and  so  to  clear  the  honor  of  the  King:  to  have 
the  original  petition,  answer,  and  certificate  rfviewed." 
The  House  approved.  Mnnperson  was  forthwith  brought 
to  the  Bar  and  questioned  as  to  the  Referees  for  the  Pa- 
tent of  Inns.  His  answers  were  simple,  direct,  and  un- 
reservcil-  It  hud  been  referred  for  matter  in  law  to  the 
Lortl  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Justice  Crooke, 
Justice  NicoUs,  amT* after  his  death  to  Justice  Wiuch: 
and  for  the  point  of  conveuiency,  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk 
(then  Lord  Treasurer),  SecreUiry  Winwood,  Secretary 
Lake,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Finch.  Having  given  them  the 
information  they  wanted,  he  was  dismissed  with  a  direc- 
tion from  the  Speaker  to  attend  the  plejusure  of  tiie 
House  every  forenoon :  and  so  the  business  of  that  day 
cndinl. 

But  It  left  behind  matter  for  serious  consideration. 
They  wimted  to  condemn  the  Patents  witliont  touching 
the  King.  The  obvious  way  to  do  this  w;ia  to  thr*(»w  all 
the  blame  upon  Ida  advisers.  It  was  thn  old  way  ;  and 
in  this  case  it  was  not  unjust.  Before  he  granted  the 
Patents  he  hail  tukm  i\\\  the  cure  he  could  to  ascertain 
that  they  wera  botii  lawful  and  couveiiient.  He  had 
a^kcd  those  who  ought  to  have  known  best,  and  they  had 
told  him  that  tlioy  were.     If  they  were  not,  the  bUme 
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wiift  not  hifl,  but  thfira.     So  ftir^  speaking  for  theniHHlves 

»ofl  in  a  innltrr  of  opinion,  iIiotl'  need  be  no  dilllciilty.  So 
luovh  wjia  of  ni'cessity  implied  in  a  petition  for  the  rev- 
ocation of  the  Patents  aa  grievous  and  ille^.il:  und  if 
tboy  should  add  to  it  tliP  expivssion  of  si  1ioj)h  that  he 
would  call  those  advm*rs  to  account  for  thus  niUh'adini; 
liitn,  there  ^rould  be  no  difRculty  iu  that.     But  when  it 

tcinne  to  "qupstioning  "  and  '*examiiiing  "  and  "report- 
ing" the  Hcferees,  —  to  putting  thi>m  upon  their  trial, 
deciding  upon  their  guilt,  or  innocence,  and   awarding 

t their    "punishment/'  —  the    difficulty   became  consider- 
able.    For  wlin  were  t/»  be  their  Judges?     They  were  » 
forniid:ible  body  to  attack,  standing  all   together ;  and 
mrithout  denying  that  they  were  auRwerable  for  ihi'lr  mJ- 
"ViCG,  might  ileeline  to  answer  beforo  this  new  tribunal, 
which  had  just  announced  that  if  they  presiuned  to  "  jus- 
t'tfy"  what  they  had  done,  tliey  would  l>e  treated  ipffi 
''aato  as  delinquentg,  who  might  Im*  sent  to  the  Tower  at 
ce  without  more  ceremony  than  a  question  put  and  a 
■©injority  of  yetw.    A  few  (htys*  leisure  for  reflection  mnde 
considerable   dtlTiTenco    in   tlie    opinion    of    the    more 
ihnughtful  nuMubera.     On  the  5th  of  March,  Sir  Dudley 
igge>i,  a  principal   member  of  tht*  Committne,  after  r*^ 
mrkiiig  how  gracious  the  King  hiid  shown  himself  in  all 
ihrae  things,  and  how  great  care  he  had  taken,  moved 
for — 

A  short  bill  to  l»e  dmwn  expressing  in  tlie  preamble  tlio 
Ing's  great  cure  HgaiiiaC  all  things  tlint  might  bnrt  Uis  oom- 
lon  wealth. 

"2dly.    A  decl-iralinn  ajrftinst  nil  projector!. 
"^  iSdly.    Agtihi5t  all  lUfercfH  llml  hIiuU  liereufUr  mislead  Lho 
HfT,  thttt  they  iimy  be  hrundod  to  {wstority/* 

And  the  motion  wtw  supported  by  Sir  John  Walter, 
ith  some  luldilions  :  — 

*■  To  look  forward,  tli«  ht-sl  means  to  help  us.     A  hill  to  Iw 
us  niuved  by  Sir  D.  Drj^ges.     To  hftv  nil   tin-   PtthMit^ 
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oall<Nl  in  HDd  stippnissed :  none  to  bo  griinted  hervailer:  autl  U 
lh«y  do,  to  bo  vuuK  Vor  hereafter.  «ll  proonrera,  ailvisers,  or 
countenancont  tlicrcof.  Ui  incnr  Prttmunirt.  To  sent!  to  the 
Coiiroaitloii  House  tu  druv  a  carsu  ugaiast  all  these:  Rai  not 
to  look  back  to  the  Reft* roes,  whereby  we  luuy  draw  opposiUoD 
nnd  a  rmssing  of  the  procewlings  for  hereafter." 

Six  membei-a  were  named  "to  drav7  the  Bill  men- 
tioned by  Sir  John  Walter ; "  and  though  tlje  Honae  aeoms 
to  hiivo  lesolvwl  tlmt  "  the  Referees  «s  well  lis  the  projec- 
tors of  the  patents  should  be  questioned  by  the  Commit- 
tee,** it  Wits  clear  that  the  Committee  by  this  time  knew 
better  what  they  were  doing. 

For  in  the  mean  time  Noye  and  Hackwill  had  returned 
from  the  Tower  with  tlieir  preet^h'nto,  and  disclosed  to 
them  the  fact  that  they  had  no  power  whatever  to  deal 
judicially  wttli  persons  aixnsed  of  ofTcustiS  ng:iiust  the 
atato  —  whether  Projectoi-a  or  Referees,  or  witli  any  that 
were  not  offenders  against  tlieir  own  house:  and  hud 
reported  it  as  ^' the  opinion  of  the  Coiuiniltee  that  they 
must  join  with  the  Lords  for  the  punishing  of  Sir  Giles 
Monperson ;  it  being  no  otiense  against  their  particular 
House,  or  any  member  of  it,  but  a  general  grievance ;  *' 
and  that  '*a  message  should  be  sent  tn  acquaint  their 
Lordships  that  they  ha<l  discovered  matters  and  offHiiaes 
tendiug  to  the  wi-ong  of  his  Majesty  iu  his  justice^  honor, 
and  estate  ;  to  the  disinheritance  of  his  Alajeaty^s  sub- 
jects, and  the  coruption  nf  the  CommonwPiiUh ;  and  this 
by  a  man  of  quality  ;  and  therefore  they  thouglit  fit  to 
piiiy  a  conference  with  their  Lordships.*' 

This  was  on  the  28th  of  February ;  and  the  King, 
having  received  intelligence  of  it,  wrote  immediately  to 
Bacon  to  wnrn  him  of  whnt  was  coming,  and  direct  him 
to  consult  with  the  Princti  and  the  Lord  Treasurer  as  to 
the  way  it  should  be  met.  This  we  learn  from  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  King;    written  not  on  tha  8lh  of 
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iMBrcli  (iia  Dircli  daU^t  it  —  h  (Ittt-e  which  would  make  it 

I  impossible  Ui  find  a  plnco  for  it  iii  thu  story),  —  but  on 
lat,  which  explains  how  it  Imppeiipcl  th;it  the  mea- 
recommeniled  by  the  Comtnittee  (which  hud  been 
FTmmedialely  ap|trovod  by  th^  HouHe,  and  the  mcsaonger 
luppointod)  w.'iR  imt  received  by  tlie  LonlH  till  tho  3d. 

TO    THE   KING. 

It  may  pi^e^vse  tour  Majesty,  —  1  received  your 
M'LJestj's  letter  iibout  midnight.  And  (becHUse  it  was 
stronger  than  the  aiirifiiit  auiiimons  nf  the  Rxc'hequer, 
which  is,  atnit  U'ipfum  ft  omnia  tua  diH(fi%  ;  whereas  this 
vofl  9umt  me  dUii/itt)  I  UHed  all  poaaible  care  to  effect 
your  Majesty  good  will  and  ]>leHflure. 

I  aent  early  to  th**  Prinue,  and  to  my  Lord  Treasurer, 
we  attended  hia  Highness,  soon  after  seven  of  the 
^«lock,  at  ^\^Iitehall,  tn  iivitid  further  note. 

We  agreed  that  if  the  message  carae  we  would  put 
;he  Lords  into  this  way ;  That  the  answer  should  be 
hnt  we  iindei'stooil  they  came  prepared  both  ^vith  ex- 
nmination  and  precedent ;  and  we  likewise  desired  to  be 
alike  prepared,  that  the  conference  mought  be  with  more 
fruit. 

I  did  further  speak  with  my  Lord  of  Canterbury,  when 
J  Clime  to  the  House  (not  letting  him  know  any  i>iirt  of 
the  business),  that  he  would  go  on  with  a  nintimi,  whii-h 
be  had  tnld  nic  of  the  day  before,  that  the  Lonla*  IIouBe 
monght  nut  sit  Wednesday  and  Friday,  lieonuse  they 
wen-  ponvooution  days,  and  so  was  the  former  cu8t4>ni  of 
Parliament. 

As  good  luck  was,  the  Hituso  rea<l  two  bills,  and  had 
no  other  business  at  all.  Whereupon  my  I>ord  of  Cun- 
ti^rbiiry  madn  his  motion,  and  I  arljotinind  the  House  till 
iSaturduy.  It  wnfl  no  sooner  done,  but  oame  the  mussago 
from  the  Ix>wer  House.  But  the  eoneummaturn-est  was 
{Mst,  though  I  perceived  a  gre:it  willingness  in  many  of 
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the  Lortls  to  have  it^callcd  it,  if  it  iiiuiight  h:iTe  be«n. 
So  with  ray  best  prayers  for  your  Majesty's  prpsynnition, 
J  rest 

Your  Majesty's  most  bonnden 

and  raoBt  devoted  servant, 

Fb.  St.  Axbak,  Cane 

ThuTEHla;-  at  xi  of  oar  (orcooon. 


At  the  8ame  time  that  the  Commons  rosolved  tosedi 
their  messji<;cs  lliey  directed  Sir  Giles  to  reioiuti  with 
Serjeant-at-arms,  who  waft  required  to  keep  him  carefully 
ut  his  pt'iil.  Hut  before  Siiturday  eume,  Sir  Gi!««  (tak- 
ing udvaiit:igc  of  his  kcf  p<*r's  good  manners^  wtio  did  not 
like  to  follow  him  into  his  wifu's  closet)  escaped  through 
the  window.  So  the  message  hud  to  be  Kupplemrnted 
with  a  request  for  help  in  catching  him.  Thn  Kords  were 
quite  confiirniable  in  idl  points:  everything  was  at  nna? 
done  that  could  bo  thought  uf  for  the  arrest  i>(  Sir  Giles 
and  tlie  securing  of  his  pnp<.*r8 ;  they  would  be  ready  lo 
meet  Uiem  in  conference  on  Monday  ;  and  being  told  that 
they  could  not  be  reiidy  before  Thursday,  replied  that 
Thiirsdiiy  would  »lo  :i8  well. 

The  intervening  days  were  spent  in  busy  prepara- 
tion,—  examining  witni'sses,  hearing  connsel,  debating 
point-R  of  law  and  onler,  considering  how  far  the  Refer*»i.'s 
shonld  be  meddled  with,  arranging  (he  parts,  and  hear- 
ing from  Cokn  an  exposition  of  the  judicial  powi-rs  of 
Parliament  —  upon  which  he  wtw  now  wry  learned.  On 
Tuesday  it  whs  concluded  that  the  parts  should  be  thus 
distributed  :  Sir  Dudley  Diggcs  to  make  the  introduction ; 
the  Patent  of  Inns  to  be  entrusted  to  Thomas  Crew,  with 
Noye  and  Glanvylo  to  assist  :  the  Patent  of  Gold  and 
Silver  Thread  to  Mr.  Recorder  (Heuoage  Finch),  with 
Brooke  and  Matlett  ;  the  patent  of  Conc!<*;dment«  to 
Hackwiil,  with  Pym  and  Cooke  :  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  to 
follow  with  *^  a  general  iiggravation,  amplification,  or  r^ 
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oliectioD  :  "  while  Sir  EtTwiird  Coke  was  "  to  justify  the 

proofN^dings  by  preocdonta,  to  lay  ojwn  the  rcmudy,  and 

1)0  way  for  the  piin)sliiiient,and  to  iimke  the  conclusion/' 

On  Wednesday,  ihe  "th  of  Mareh»  Bacon — at  whom 

the  blow  was  rejilly  aimtnl  —  wrote  to  Buckingham 

tTO  TUB  MABQUIS  OF  BUOEINGUAM. 
My  veky  good  Lord,  —  With  due  thanks  for  your 
ist  visit.  This  day  is  a  phiy-day  with  uic.^  Hut  I  will 
fftit  on  your  Lordsliip,  if  it  be  noceasary. 
I  do  hciir  from  divt-rs  of  judgment,  tliat  to-morrow's 
conference  is  like  to  piiss  in  a  calm,  as  to  the  refocees. 
Sir  Lionel  Cranlield,  who  hath  born  fomierly  th<;  triun- 
pot,  said  ycflUixlay,  that  he  did  now  incline  to  Sir  John 
|\Va1teL''s  opinion  and  ntotiun  uot  to  havu  the  refetcen 
leddled  with,  otlierwise  than  to  discount  it  from  Iho 
ring ;  and  so  uot  to  Kxtk  back,  but  to  thu  future.  And 
du  hear  almost  all  raoti  of  judgment  in  tho  House  wish 
sow  that  way.  I  wnt»  nulxHly  :  I  do  but  listen,  and  I 
bavc  dunbt  only  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  wlio  I  wish  Iiad 
Mn«  round  caveat  given  him  from  the  King  ;  for  your 
ordship  hath  no  great  power  with  him:  but  I  think  a 
trord  fi'im  (he*  King  mates  him. 

If  things  bo  carried  fair  by  the  committees  of  the  Lower 

House,  I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  there  will  be  ocoa- 

lion  for  your  lordship  to  speak  to-morrow;  thougli  I  con- 

<'ss  I  incline  l{»  wisli  you  did,  chiefly   becanau  you  are 

arlunate'in  that  kind;  and,  to  be  plaiu,  also  for  our  bet- 

rr  cmntcnani^e ;  when  your  Lordship,  according  to  your 

noble  projx^ilion,  shall  show  more  regard  of  tho  fruter- 

Bity  you  have  with  great  counsellors  than  of  the  inturest 

yimr  natural  brother. 

Always,  good  my  Lord,  lot  us  think  of  times  out  of 
Parliament,  as  well  as  tho  present  time  in  Parliament, 
nd  let  us  not  all  be  put  rit  pourpoirU,     Fair  and  modi^r- 
1  Being  WVtIticwIjiv,  whoa  the  Lordi  did  not  «lt. 
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ate  courses  are  over  beet  in  causes  of  estate  ;  tbe  rather* 
because  1  wish  tliis  Farliainent,  by  tlie  sweet  HTid  united 
passageH  thereof,  inay  inoreiiae  the  King*s  reputation  with 
foreigners ;  whn  may  makn  a  far  other  judgnictit  than  xve 
meaiii  of  a  b(*ginning  to  question  great  couDsolIors  and 
ofBcoia  uf  the  crown«  by  courts  or  assemblies  of  estates. 
But  the  reflectiou  upon  my  particular  in  this  inukcs  ine 
ninre  sparing  than  perhups,  as  a  coaDsellor,  I  ought  to 
be.     God  ever  pres<!i've  and  prosper  you. 

Your  LordHliip's  true  servaut  all  and  ever, 
Fb.  St.  Alban,  Gano. 

March  7,  die  day  I  reccired  dio  scnJ,  1630. 

The  conference  took  place  according  to  appointraenf 
the  committee  on  each  side  being  the  whole  House; 
which  accnunts  for  the  fact  that  there  was  no  report,  and 
therefore  in  the  I^ords*  Journals  no  notice  at  al)  of  the 
proceeding.  But  fruni  the  debate  wliich  took  place  the 
next  day  in  the  Commons,  we  may  gatlu^r  tluit  Bacon 
hud  betfi)  rightly  informed  as  to  the  line  which  would 
probably  Iv?  tak<;n  with  regard  Ui  the  Ref*:r*»e9  by  the 
spokesmen  genendly,  and  also  that  he  hud  rightly  iJl- 
vined  tbe  excepli<ui.  Tbnugli  there  was  nothing  said 
about  tliecu  in  the  ari*angeuLeut  of  the  parts  as  recom- 
mended by  the  (Committee  of  Grievances  and  approved 
by  the  Ilonst*,  it  seems  to  have  been  generally  undei*8tood 
that  each  speaker  iu  setting  forth  the  griev<iusn«vSH  of  his 
Patent  should  name  the  men  to  whom  it  had  been  re* 
ferred,  and  wito  had  informed  the  King  that  it  was  law* 
fnl  and  expedient.  And  great  ^ra8  the  disappointment 
when  one  after  another  concluded  his  part  without  nam- 
ing anybody. 

*'  Thomas  Crew."  wivs  <  'ImmNirlain.  "  HoncJtt»i'  Finrh  llie 
KecoMor,  and  Mr.  Juhu  Nevill.^  amie  so  fihort  iu  their  task 
that  tbor  urn  geiieiftlly  doo'leil  iuhI  ihouglil  to  prevaricate,  not 

>  A  mlfUke,  I  wippoM,  for  Mr.  Uackvnll. 
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dariitg  Lu  toiK'li  matters  to  the  quick  conctinutig  the  IteferrcA. 
|[lVhicli  Sii  Kdward  Coke,  who  came  uoxt  tUeni,  perceiving, 
Urol  not  (btisidej)  his  own  pitrt)  to  lay  open  ;  desiring  thoir 
[LorUsliips  not  tu  coiicJudo  an^^tluiig  upon  ttiis  conforciico,  dU 
ihvy  lK>ar<l  further.  Sir  Ki-hviii  Siindys,  wliuse  part  was  to 
^gmrato  upon  ail  tJtc  jircmises.  Hiil  likewise  hut  lamely,  which 
[lo  excused  tlie  next  day  hy  reason  these  three  before  named 
bkd  given  him  so  little  matter  to  work  on.'' 

Tlie  motives  for  the  reticence  of  those  three  may  have 
E'en  many,  l)ut  that  which  they  aUegt'd  in  excuse  seema 
BufHcieiit.     They  did  not  know,  except  by  heiirsay,  who 
^tliG    Ueferees  were,  or  wlml  they  had  cui'titied.     Coke 
proliably  did  know;  having  been  one  of  the  counciUora 
commissioned    to   i^onsider  whut   Rhould   1)6  done  tibuut 
lie«e  Patenta  by  way  of  prepanitiou  for  Parliament — 
that  is,  to  avoid  an  attacrk  i)|>on  them  by  tfie  House  of 
IX^ommonH  or  niiikf  it  p;ws  Avith  least  dungLM-  of  ii  quanvl 
rith  Uk*  government.     At  that  time — now  three  niontlw 
» —  he  must  hnve  known,  or  hud  the  means  of  know- 
ig,  everything  tlmt  waa  material  about  all  these  Palenta, 
far  as  the.  government  was  cfmct-rncd  witli  thiin;  for 
rhHtev(M'  fault  there  was  in  jmnsing  them,  and  therefore 
tin  certifying  that  Ihey  were  Ht  lo  [uiss,  had  been  already 
|conitnitttHL     And  this  knowledge  made  him  all  the  more 
iformidablc  in  his  new  p*Mtiion.     Since  he  was  reHtored 
[to  his  place  at  tin;  Council  Hoard  in  1617,  ht?  hud  home 
[iliiniself  like  a  stout  Pri^-y  Councillor,  and  we  Imar  of  no 
aoro  diftput«s  with  the  King  —  not  even  when  the  meiut- 
lii-ea  to  be  taken  with  a  vimv  Ut  the  coming  I'arliament 
v-ero  in  question.     What  passed  ut  the  table  indeed  wu 
io  not  know;  but  from  all  the  evidence  that  remains, 
IjMisitive  and  nfg:itivf,  I  fihould  Infer  thiit  in  the»e  mat- 
ton)  lie  ugreed  with  Bucon,  up  to  the  20th  of  November ; 
ut  wlsich  time,  or  soon  after,  a  great  change  took  place 
in  liis  position.      His  nding  piufsion  hud  always  been  the 
Jiertioii  and  enforcement  of  the  authority  "f  hl^  nwn 
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office  for  tlie  timfi  being.  While  he  was  a  Privy  Coun- 
cillor, and  notliiiig  ehe^  his  power  ^T:l3  in  proportion  to 
the  power  of  tlio  King  in  Council,  iind  no  ninn  «*t  ifc 
liigher.  Ab  soon  as  tbu  elootors  of  Liskeard  cboso  him 
for  their  member,  his  power  was  in  proportion  to  the 
power  of  the  Lower  House  of  Parliiirnent ;  wliicli  it  fio- 
(•(irdingly  bocamo  his  duty  to  miigtiify  and  cnforco.  An 
iinmense  promotion  I  There  is  a  st^)ry  that  when  some 
i-ne  advised  James  early  in  that  session  *' to  take  down 
tliu  Lower  House  n  little/'  liu  replied  (being  at  the  time 
in  n  very  good  humor  witli  thL*m  on  atXMunt  of  the  sul)- 
sitly  just  passed)  that  lie  wafl  but  one  King,  they  were 
four  hunilred,  and  evrry  one  a  King;  and  tlierefore  he 
would  let  them  alone.  Coke  had  suddenly  risen  from 
Wing  the  servant  of  ihe  one  King  tn  be  the  ruW  of  the 
four  hundred;  and  though  just  now  very  graeious  luid 
uomplimentury  to  his  former  master,  was  no  longer  to  be 
"mated*'  by  any  caveat  from  him.  But  what  had  become 
known  to  him  in  the  confiflenoe  of  the  Council  Chamber 
his  oath  of  secrecy  forbade  him  to  reveal  without  leave; 
and  if  of  his  own  knowledge  Ite  eould  have  said  who  the 
Referees  were  and  what  they  cortified,  he  diil  not  cora- 
municate  it,  as  of  his  own  knowleclge,  either  to  the  Com- 
mittee or  to  the  House.  The  oidy  evidence  whieb  could 
liavu  been  profluei'd  at  the  Conferentrci  was  the  verbal 
RtAtemont  of  Sir  Giles  Monperson  in  one  cose,  and  of 
Sir  H.  Yelverton  in  the  other. 

The  alleged  excuse  therefore  for  omitting  to  name  the 
U<*fereeB  seeuia  sullicient;  and  I  cannot  find  either  in  the 
|trivnte  Journal  or  the  Journals  of  the  Kousi'  that  any 
Kulfieient  unawtT  waa  given  to  it.  H<itli  Cok»*  and  Phil- 
lips made  observations,  and  ivpeated  the  statements  of 
Monperson  ami  Yelverton;  but,  as  far  as  I  ciui  miike 
out,  they  offered  no  pruof  beside.  And  indeed  Coko 
(who  spoke  so  mueh  more  indulgently  thtin  usual  that 
lie  tUmost  withdrew   the  ('barg«   which   he    had   himself 
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bindv)  &e«ineU  by  Implication  tu  admit  thut  tlioy  bad  no 
[»tb«r  proof.  Uut  wt?  kunw  whiit  a  liigli  value  (hs  evi- 
Jence)  be  always  ciiiimeil  for  a  confession  by  wlucb  ibe 
^nfcssunt  is  Iiimsulf  incriiniimted ;  and  on  tbat  ground 
be  Lbou^lil,  iu  tbu  absence  of  better  evidence,  tbut  Ycl- 
Ferton's  wiis  gouil  enuugb. 

^  If  we  canuot  come  lo  the  ongiiiaU,  let  u»  take  the  coofcMion 
Sir  H.  Yclverton,  v/ho  partfefpt  crimim')" 

The  debute  tben  turned  upon  tlie  manner  of  repairing 
lltese  omissions,  nnd  tliuro  followed  a  soniowbat  distracted 
liid  disorderly   dityL'utiLsioiif    in    the    course  of    wbicli    tlie 
Speaker  was  a^ain  sbarply  criticised,  but  wbich  ended  in 
^be  upp<Mntment  of  a  Coininittco  to  makf.  arrangrmcnta 
|or  HiKilber  ronferencp  tbe   next  day.     Coke  \xn»  to   go 
irly  in  the  morning  and  ;i«k  for  a  second  bearing.  Crew 
knd  Fiiicli  wen*  to  l«j  prepared  to  name  the  Krferees,  tbe 
tees  to  Jiistii'i'fi,  tbe  ativiHi_TM,  tbe  sharers,  the  proclaiua- 
bions,  tbe  imprisonment  (in  wbicli  Bacon  wasiniplicatud), 
|nd  all  lIio  rest;  and  Cukf  liiniHelf  wiis  to  eoncbide  and 
Ipply.     The   Lords  replied  thai  they  wunld   meet  them 
two  iu  the  afternoon.     In  the  mean  time  tbe  King 
imc  to  tbe  House  and  made  *'n  long  s(>eech,  tbu  effect 
rbereof  was  (as  I  bear)  "  says  mm  nf  Carletou's  corre- 
pondcnts,  '"to  satisfy  tbe  Upper  House  tJiat  ho  was  not 
guilty  of  those  grievanoes  whicb  are  now  <bftci>vered,  but 
Jiat  be  grounded  liis  judgment   upon  others  who  have 
kittled  him."     He  was  a  little  afraid   tbat  tlie  confer- 
ence might  binder  tbe  piis^ing  of  tbe  Sul)siily  Hill,  wbich 
vii*  nol   yet  complete;  and  sent  a  message  to  tbe  Lower 
luuuQ  desiring  that,  unless  both  could  l>e  dispatclied  tbat 
Afternoon,  tbe  conference  might  be  deferred  till  Monday, 
Uti  tlicy  answered   tbat  ibey  would  dispatch  both  :  tbo 
3nference  was  held  at  tbo  hour  agreed  on  and  Cruw  and 
finch  performed  their  parta,  —  this  time  to  Coke's  satis- 
notion. 
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It  was  ait  unfortimate  day  for  Bacon;  who,  tliough 
only  named  among  llio  n'st,  vnta  the  real  object  o£  At- 
tiick  —  as  appeai-8  from  the  fact  tliat  whou  he  was  over- 
thrown shortly  after  upon  a  totally  different  charge,  tlie 
rest  wer«  not  pursued  any  further.  And  it  Nvaa  the 
moro  unfortuimtL'  because  his  accusers  wore  at  liberty  to 
spi'ali  against  him  whatever  thuy  pleased,  while  he,  if  he 
hiid  had  over  so  good  a  defense  to  make,  was  not  nt 
liberty  to  say  a  word  in  answer.  He  could  not  so  much 
aa  intimate  that  hi»  was  prepared  to  answer  the  charge  at 
the  proper  time,  without  transgivssing  the  rules  of  the 
House.  Coke  in  re|M»rting  to  the  Commons  whnt  pasHed, 
observed  " that  both  the  Ixird  Treasurer  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  did  offer  to  make  apologies  for  thrmselves, 
id  to  justify  what  they  certified  us  Referees;  but  they 
efcnred  it  to  a  more  seasonable  time:"  and  when  b« 
inquired  whether  they  said  that  '*  us  from  the  Lords  in 
general"  —  the  answer  wiw  a  gencnil  cry  of  No:  and 
this  statement  is  fully  connrined  by  the  nouount  given  in 
the  Lords'  Journal  of  what  was  passing  iu  the  L'pper 
House  at  the  same  time. 

**  The  Lord  Chancellor,  removing  from  his  place  to  hia 
fiCAt  as  a  Peer,  reported  what  passed  itt  the  last  conference 
r»f  lK>th  Houses  on  Saturday  Inst;  the  inducement  of 
which  conference  was,  to  clear  the  King's  honor  touch- 
ing grants  to  8ir  Gyles  Monipesson  and  the  passages  tn 
procuring  the  same.  The  elTt-ct  of  which  conference  waa 
that  the  King,  upon  the  petition  of  Sir  Gyles  Alompeflson 
to  have  a  patent  to  reform  abuses  of  divers  inukeepets, 
and  a  warrant  to  compound  for  the  penalty  of  obsolete 
laws  touching  the  prices  of  hoi-se-meat,  referred  the  same 
unto  divcra  Judges  for  tXm  |>oint  of  law,  and  to  divers 
Lords  for  the  point  of  eonvenitmcy. 

'^That  his  Majesty  had  tli«  like  care  in  gn\ntiog  the 
patent  fur  the  monopoly  of  the  sole  making  of  gold  and 
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iBlver  threwd.  And  showed  how  Sir  Honry  Yt-Iverton 
iilvis(.'i.l  llii*  suine  to  In*  resumed  into  his  Mujt'.sty's  own 
[iuiuIa,  ;ujd  hy  iiidi'iitinea  to  authorize  divers  to  guvirii 
be  aame ;  which  was  lir»t  referred  ulso  by  bis  Majesty 
tht*  ctmsidemtion  uf  divt^rn  of  his  Council;  thai  ijie 
snefit  arising  to  tli^?  King  wan  set  over  to  othtMA  jt>rv; 
nport;  Umt  the  nnthority  piimtod  by  Ow  King  wns 
inch  abnsod  in  the  execution  tticreof,  to  the  intolerable 
fiicmnce  of  the  Kubjet-t;  and  much  imposture  was  used 
in  the  trade. 

**  Tho  Ivord  Chumbcrhiin  declared  that  at  the  said  con- 

lerence  wiUi  the  Houbc  of  CommouB,  two  great  Lords 

[meaning  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Treasurer)  spake 

their  own  defense  not  being  allowed  so  to  do,  when  the 

l^omiuittees  were  nanunl,  nnd  the  said  conference  direct*d 

kiid  limited  by  this  House ;  which  was  Eigjiinst  the  an- 

Bn«nt  order  then^of :  and  therefore  his  Ivordship  moved  an 

prdcr  to  bo  now  entered  to  prevent  the  like  hereafUir, 

rhiob  was  agreed   unto;    with  this,   tlmt  the  said  two 

Lords  should  give  the  House  satisfaction  by  tlie  ackuowU 

Jgmunt  of  their  error  therein. 

•*Whereu|>on  the  Loi'd  Chancellor,  removing  t<i  his 
fat  lis  a  Peer,  did  acknowledge  that,  contrary  to  the  or- 
ars  of  the  House,  he  had  spoken  at  the  hist  eonfweJice 
Bore  than  he  had  direction  by  the  House  to  do ;  and 
cknowlodged  that  he  hitd  erred  therein  :  the  which  ao- 
itntuvie^Igmt'iit  the  I^jrds  geuerally  acceptt^d. 

'  The  Lord  Treasurer  also  made  the  like  ocknowledg- 
ttent.  And  it  was  specviilly  moved  by  the  Lords  that 
bese  acknuwletlgMi'-iitrt  should  be  entered  by  the  clork." 


The  clerk  who  kept  the  Jtiurnul  of  the  Houtk;  of  Lordx 

int**ivd  with  griNit  punrtaality  all   the  orders   and   pro- 

eedings,  but  never  anything  of  what  passed  in  debute. 

ft  is  impossible  to  know  (herefore  how  Hacon  8too<l  now 

in  the  general   opinion  of  the  House,  or  tii  guess  what 
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cimiice  ho  bnd  of  c^irrying  them  with  him  when  tl 
oimf  to  unAwor  thoso  [ipraonal  chui^ce  for  dt'Iinqm 
H  RefiTW'.  But  hi*  piwition  •wua  nnw  onu  of  pveat  dnugp 
Tlie  Comimms  - —  ready  to  uw  any  umuiiiit  of  initpiily  i 
anything  whii^h  Coke  told  them  wob  incoumst^ut  vril 
eonjo  statute  —  dfiti*rniined  to  find  no  fuuU  iMther  i 
tlie  King  or  Bnckinghani ;  and  yet  full  of  the  patriot 
fervor  which  oiiiinot  be  sntisBed  without  a  victim,  hii 
lividi-ntly  fixwl  on  Raoou  as  the  man  who  w:w  really  rt 
sponsible  for  all  that  was  wrong.  He  knew  that  when  tk 
Coninuina  were  in  that  humor,  the  Lords  had  nevofl 
lal^  ywirs  had  c^^iu-age  to  oppose  it,  even  when  tlieir  ^ 
cee<lingB  %v«re  moBt  unjuslihable:  *  and  if  he  ever  wishe 
tlie  Kin^  to  exert  his  authority  to  protect  him  from  K 
impfnrhment,  I  think  it  must  have  been  at  this  time,  an 
in  this  huMnetis  of  the  Iteferees.  His  servant,  Thoniti 
Bushel,  —  A  bad  authority  at  best,  for,  besides  Beven 
pliiliaophical  inventions  wliich  nobody  else  ever  hejird  o 
be  hiis  fathered  upon  Bucun  a  long  Hpeuch,  prepai-etl,  h 
says,  for  iho  House  of  Lords,  with  which  it  is  impossib! 
to  believe  that  Bacon  had  anything  to  do,  —  Thoroi 
Bualiel.  writing  from  recollection  long  after,  repitaeni 
bis  resolution  to  renounce  his  defense  and  submit  himse 
to  the  Lords  as  a  deliberate  siicrifico  to  loyalty :  the  Kinj 
who  feared  tliat  he  could  not  save  both  him  and  Buekiu^ 
ham,  having  sent  for  him  and  given  him  "positive  iW. 
vice  "  to  that  effect ;  on  which  occasion  he  attributes  t 
liim  certain  words  at  parting  whicli  (if  wo  make  allovi 
ance  for  a  little  dilution,  characteristic  of  the  reporter 
certainly  have  Bacon's  stamp  upon  tliem,  both  in  thougL 
and  expression.  **  He  took  leave  of  him,"  he  wiys,  '•  wit 
these  words :  tliose  that  will  strike  at  your  Channelloi 
it  is  much  to  be  feared,  will  strike  at  your  crown ;  an 


1  Sm  tbct  Oi»li»t)  <>(  Brislol'!!  uiM  in  1607;  Or.  Cowel't  in  1610;  and  Uie  cai 
of  IJoydv  iir  Floyd  ia  tlie  preMiU  titmmer, — whtdi  w  y«t  to  come, — mac 
the  wiirnt  nf  all. 
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wished  tli:ie  na  he  waa  then  the  6rst,  so  he  might  be  tlie 
of  the  sacrifices."*  We  shuU  see  pro9JMitly»  I  think, 
it  after  Baoon  was  charged  with  cmruption  no  such 
interview  onn  hnve  taken  place ;  for  we  know  on  mneh 
better  authority  what  prtssi'<l  at  the  only  interview  whioh 
did  take  place  in  the  interval  between  the  charge  and 
the  Bcntimce.  But  it  seema  to  me  not  unlikely  that 
while  the  matter  was  not  a  charjje  of  pt^rsoiial  oorniptiou, 
but  *'a  bifj^imiing  tn  question  great  counftoHitrH  and  olfi- 
cers  of  the  crown  by  courts  or  Assemblies  of  estates  **  * 
for  giving  unconstitutional  adiuce  to  the  King,  —  and  this 
was  the  case  of  the  Kofereest  —  Bauon  did  advise  the 
King  to  interpose,  and  did  warn  lura  of  the  conaequencea 
of  giving  way.  A  councillor  charged  with  corruption  or 
offense  against  the  law  was  to  be  banded  over  to  the 
jiroper  court  fur  trial ;  but  for  ofTenses  against  the  King 
in  giving  hiin  unwise  counsel  or  misinforitting  hini  as  to 
the  hiw,  it  wiui  for  the  King  himsulf  to  call  him  to  account. 
To  make  the  King's  councillors  answenible,  not  to  the 
King,  hut  to  the  House  of  Commons,  would  have  bnen  to 
mitifipate  tht^;  rcHuIt  of  two  revolutioiia  and  leap  at  one 
bound  into  our  present  constitution  —  in  which  it  is  true 
that  the  King's  ministers  are  answerable  to  the  House  of 
CominunSf  but  it  is  also  true  the  House  of  Cominona  ia 
the  King.  Such  wonla,  spoken  on  that  oocaaion,  would 
have  been  both  appropriate  and  prophetic' 

>  Sn«  letter  Ut  BuckinKti«in,  7ih  Murcli.  p.  i>1fi. 

-  Tliir  nnvrdutv  tuM  ill  •  )-><-Tii:h  li!(t»r  (priiiloJ  liy  Montagu,  vol.  Xr1.|  pmtt  % 
notu  U(iU)  from  "M.  !<•  (-liovalJHr  Hinctiy  "  ti»  "  M.  <!•:  FvmiAt"  tw1iin){>  alto,  I 
■tiouM  (liliik,  t»  tlili  tiiiio.  lUi-im  uamo  to  llm^liinKhAui,  tuhl  him  u(  tlie  cli«r^ 
wbkli  E  iiH'Uiljfr  uf  ih<i  l^iwer  lltiiim.'  inn  tlr  ccurf"  ttf  iicintmbre  inutf)  liail  made 
A(CBlit*t  bim,  and  bf^j^i'il  hint  tn  uw  liin  ertilil  with  the  Kin^  nn  lij«  bvlulf;  mni 
\  tolil  tljAt  he  itoiHl  *n  well  in  III*-  Kia)$'«  favor  that  (ic  tie«<lMl  no  lnt*rce*< 
Ath  bim,  fopliW  ttitt  he  llionglit  hv  ill<j  muitl  vory  wvll,  but  Uiat  tlis  best 
vill  Blw«y«  burn  tliii  bhiflilrr  if  Jl  Im  prnpcrlv  Iilnwii. 
Tb«re  nn'  nn  niran*  of  llxint;  ll»«  ilutv  witli  «XAclf>e«*.  Hut  Midi  a  miiTor. 
Miiion  mii^i  r<«rfainly  hive  ukvit  pl«ci*  inimctttaiely  »ntr  the  cui)(«r<«i'*  <4 
SaruTxliiT,  Mircb  10,  befara  any  chnrgv  of  oarrupiion  h»d  biwo  ituulo  or  tbouf^bt 
I  «f  bv  iiiybndy. 
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Wbat  kind  of  case  would  have  been  mad«  out  a^ 
Bacon  m  this  matter  of  tlie  Referees,  if  he  had 
formally  accused  and  bro^iglit  to  his  a^sw^r,  it  seen 
possible  to  conjecture.  T  am  myaelf  inclined  to 
that  be  \rould  have  come  off  better  than  his  ac 
expected.  But  we  shall  never  know  ;  for  before  t 
qniry  reached  that  stage  a  very  different  and  mucb 
mutter  come  out  against  bim,  which  brought  hie  | 
career  to  a  sudden  and  disastrous  dose. 


II 


CHAPTER  lU. 

A.  D.  1021.    MARcrr-MAY.    .«rrAT.  60, 

Tub  Committee  of  Grievances  Imd  not  boon  long  at 
tbeir  work  when  complaints  were  brought  bufora  them 
of  ttbuses  in  the  Courts  of  Jui»tioti  ;  and  especially  t\ui 
Court  of  Cbanceiy :  where  the  RcgiBtriirs  were  uocuaed 
of  moving  and  dr.iwing  up  orders  themselTes,  and  fatlier- 
ing  them  upon  acme  counsellor-at-law.  John  Churchill 
uppeai-B  to  have  been  the  principal  offender  in  this  way, 
and  the  principal  awusor  also.  For  having  been  himself 
directed  in  some  such  pnictices,  and  "ftcqnoatored  from 
his  otHcCt  with  danger  of  further  panishintfut,"  he  re- 
<  WKilved  '*  not  to  ainlc  alone/*  but  to  offer  full  confessions 
V^h  regard  to  everybody  else  as  well  as  himat.*lf.  The 
date  of  his  sequestration  is  not  stated,  but  since  upon  the 
first  meutiou  of  bim  which  I  find  in  the  Journals  (28 
February),  be  is  ropi*osented  as  having  confessed  these 
things  to  the  Committee  of  Grievances^  1  suppose  it  bad 
taken  place  before,  and  was  Uucon's  own  act.  The  im- 
port of  his  confession  was  reported  to  the  House  un  the 
2d  March,  and  the  practice  voted  a  great  grievance.  Uat 
wo  hear  no  more  of  it  for  some  time ;  for  Churchill's  rev- 
olatioos  |>ointed  at  nobler  game.  The  discovery  of  such 
nbuse«  in  the  administriitiun  of  liis  own  Court,  though 
Diadc  by  himself,  showed  that  Bacon  was  at  fault  in  the 
art  of  governmeot,  ^the  more  because  administrative  re- 
form was  one  of  his  favorite  iispirations,  —  but  it  did  not 
touch  his  private  character  otherwise.  The  disposition 
to  **  think  men  hoiu-st  that  but  seem  to  be  so,**  is  a  fruitful 
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source  of  nbuHCfl  in  nil  dopnrtTncnfcs,  and  jot  can  biirdly 
bo  reckoned  a  discredit  to  the  owner.  Large  allowance 
would  hiive  been  readily  made  to  liim  on  tbat  score;  and 
tbiit  tbere  were  any  other  blots  on  his  own  tiiblea,  strange 
&B  it  may  seem,  it  certainly  does  senni  that  for  a  full  fort- 
night after  that  confossion  was  made  to  the  Committee 
lie  had  no  suspicion  wh^itever.  His  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject a  fortnight  before  may  be  gathered  from  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  in  Sir  Edward  Sackville'a  report  from  the 
Committee  for  Courts  of  Justice  on  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary; — 

•*  OflTfred  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  any  man  might 
epcuk  freely  nuyUiiug  concerning  his  Court." 

The  following  lettor.  If  the  words  have  not  been  al- 
teredi  must  have  been  written  while  bo  was  still  Chan- 
collor,  in  full  iicUou,  nnd  apparently  in  gt^Mid  spirits.  And 
if  it  was  writteiL  before  tliu  14tli  of  March,  ib  cannot  I 
think  have  been  many  days  before  ^  if  after,  not  many 
days  after. 

[to  MR,    MATTUBW.] 

SiR»  —  I  have  received  your  letter,  wherein  yon  men- 
tion some  passages  at  large,  oonceri»tng  the  Lord  you 
know  of.  Ynu  touched  also  that  pnint  in  a  Icttt^r  wbinli 
yon  wrote  upon  my  Lord's  going  over;  which  I  answered, 
and  am  a  little  doubtful  whether  mine  ever  came  to  yonr 
hands.  It  is  tnie  that  I  %rrote  a  little  sullenly  therein  ; 
bow  I  conceived  that  my  Lord  was  a  wise  man  in  his 
own  way,  and  perhnps  thought  it  fit  for  him  to  be  out 
with  me ;  for  at  least  I  found  no  cause  thereof  in  myself. 
As  for  the  latter  of  these  points,  I  am  of  the  s:irae  judg- 
ment still ;  but  for  the  former,  I  p<'Tceive  by  what  you 
write  thnt  it  is  merely  some  misunderstanding  of  his. 
And  T  do  a  little  marvel  at  the  instance,  which  hud  re- 
lation to  that  other  crsibbed  man.  For  1  conceived  that 
both   in   passing  that  book,  and  (jis   I   remember)  two 
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lore,  immediately  after  my  Lord's  going  over,  I  had 
showed  more  readiness  tlmn  many  times  I  use  in  like 
caa^.  But  to  conclude,  no  miiu  Iiatli  Lliought  btitter  of 
my  Lord  than  I  have  done.  I  know  his  virtuua,  and 
namely  timt  ho  hiith  murli  greatness  of  mind,  which  ia  a 
thing  almofit  lost  amongst  men :  nor  can  anyboily  be 
moro  sensible  and  remembering  than  I  am  of  his  fonaer 
favors  ;  so  that  I  shall  be  ratat  glad  of  his  friendship. 
Neither  are  the  past  oeo-asioua  in  my  opinion  such  as  need 
either  reparation  or  declaration  ;  but  may  well  go  under 
thn  titlu  of  nothing.  Now  I  had  rather  you  dealt  b*»- 
tWi'iMi  us  than  anybody  else,  because  you  arc  no  way 
drenched  iu  any  man's  humor.  Of  othor  things  at  an- 
other time ;  but  this  I  was  forward  to  write  in  the  midst 
of  more  busincHS  than  ever  I  had. 

If  **  my  I-ord"  was  Digby,  as  I  suppose,  the  circum- 
stiuices  suit  well  with  the  date  I  have  tissigneil  to  this 
letter.  For  Digby  and  Matthew  were  both  at  Brussels 
during  the  greater  piirtof  March.  From  the  beginning  of 
April  to  the  middle  of  May,  L)igby  was  iu  England  und 
Matthew  still  abroad.  And  the  letter  cannot,  if  correctly 
printtHi,  have  boon  written  later  tlian  April,  lf>2l ;  for 

iless  "  I  UBC  "  is  it  mistake  for  **  I  uned  **  it  must  have 
iK-t'n  written  while  Bacon  still  held  the  seals.  Yet  we 
find  in  it  no  hint  of  any  personal  approhenaion  ;  though 
he  was  fltjindtng  on  the  very  brink  of  sueh  a  downfall  as 
has  Bcarcfdy  a  parallel  in  history.  Sudden  and  unex- 
pected reVLTses  of  fortune,  involving  loss  of  place,  power. 

Beans  of  life,  and  life  iUtilf,  ai't*  common  eunugh.  Hut  for 
a  man  who  believed  himself  to  bo  setting  an  example  for 
others  to  follow,  of  ;toal,  integrity,  and  fidelity  iu  the  dis- 
clitirgo  of  all  Ilia  public  duties,  to  find  himself  suddenly 
convicted  on  evidence  which  could  not  but  seem  conclu- 
sivi%  of  corruption  in  the  higlieat  scitt  of  justice,  und  con- 
deumed  to  serve  for  the  example  which  all  men  wore  here 
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tenor  of  the  oorrespondence   wliich   will  be  laid  before 
him  in  dne  owler, 

la  the  beginning  of  Mnrch,  iJacon  had  boon  warned 
"by  one  of  hie  friends  that  he  wii«  likuly  to  be  clmrged  by 
n  discontented  suitor  witli  ha\'ing,  about  two  years  and  a 
half  before,  hiki-n  a  sum  of  mom'y  from  him  for  the  bet- 
ter dinpatoh  of  a  suit  which  waa  then  in  progress.  And 
it  was  said  that,  though  professing  at  the  time  to  be 
ready  tu  deny  the  imputation,  he  was  so  far  disturbed  by 
the  threat  tliat  he  took  measures  to  get  it  retracted  or 
forborne.  But  whatever  measures  he  took,  they  were  in- 
efleetual;  for  on  the  14th,  Christopher  Awbry  presented 
a  petition  to  the  House,  in  which  tho  story  was  told.  It 
was  referred  at  once  to  the  Committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice.  And  on  the  same  day  Bacon  wrote  tlie  follow- 
ing letter  to  Buckingham,  the  date  of  which — a  matter 
in  this  rase  of  some  importimoe  —  is  ascertained  by  the 
docket ;  which  Dr.  Birch,  who  first  printed  it,  appears 
to  have  overlooked ;  and  which,  though  not  the  original 
docket  (for  the  fly-leaf  is  gone),  was  probably  copied 
from  the  origiual. 

TO   THE   MARQUIS   OP   BUCKINGHAM. 

Mv  VERY  GOOD  l^BD, — Your  Lordship  spake  of  pur^ 
gatory.  I  am  now  in  it,  but  my  mind  la  in  a  cjdm ;  for 
my  fnrtnne  is  not  my  felicity.  T  know  I  have  clean 
hands  and  a  clean  heart ;  and  I  ho|>e  a  clean  house  for 
friends  or  servants.  But  Job  himself,  or  whosoever  wits 
the  justoRt  judge,  by  such  hunting  for  matters  iigninst 
him  as  hath  been  used  agaiuat  me,  may  for  a  time  seem 
foul,  Bpecinlly  in  a  time  when  greatness  is  the  mark  and 
accustition  is  the  game.  And  if  tlii.s  ho  to  he  a  Chan- 
cellor, I  think  if  the  great  seal  lay  upon  llounslow 
Heath,  nobody  would  take  it  up.  But  the  King  and 
your  Lordslrip  will,  I  Iiope,  put  an  end  to  tliesie  raiaeriea 
one  way  or  other.     And  in  troth  that  which  I  fear  most 
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is  lest  continual  attendance  and  bnsiueas,  together  with 
these  cares^  and  want  uf  time  to  do  my  weak  body  right 
tliis  spring  by  diet  and  physic,  will  cnat  me  down  ;  iind 
then  it  will  be  thought  fuigniiig  or  faiutinir.  But  1  hope 
in  God  1  shall  hold  out.     God  pros]>er  you. 

This  was  upon  the  Brst  mmor  of  what  waa  coming; 
before  the  Committee  had  report4>d  upon  the  petition. 
IJut  he  had  not  heard  sill.  For  dose  upon  the  first 
revelation  came  a  second  which  Wii8  like  it.  A  man 
who  had  formerly  been  his  client  had  a  suit  in  Chancery 
of  long  sUiuding  about  a  disputed  will.  Biioon  when  lie 
became  Lord  Kee{>«;?r  found  it  among  the  arrears  of  the 
Court,  and  miide  an  order  in  it,  the  effect  of  which  would 
have  b4:en  to  remove  it  to  the  l^rerogativc  Court  in  the 
Gi-st  iuetjinue,  and  thence  for  finul  decision  to  the  King^s 
Bench.  It  was  arranged,  however,  upon  a  petition  to  the 
King  fiom  one  of  the  parties,  that  the  business  should  be 
referred  to  Bacon's  arbitration,  who  undertook  to  mtdce 
an  end  of  it  according  to  justiri'  and  conscience,  liaving 
Brat  bound  l>oth  parties  in  10,000  marks  to  stand  to  his 
award.  But  when  his  decision  was  pronounced,  his  old 
client  (who  thought  tlmt  in  the  mean  time  be  hud  made 
sure  of  a  decree  in  his  own  fuvor)  whs  greatly  disap- 
pointed;  and  (being  one  of  many  who  have  no  respect 
for  arbitration  when  the  decision  goes  against  them)  re- 
fused ti>  olwy.  Whereupon  a  new  bill  was  exhibited  in 
Chancery,  and  Bacon  ordered  the  b'.md  of  10,000  marks 
to  be  assigned  to  the  other  party,  ^*and  he  to  pat  the 
same  in  suit  in  his  I-ordship*s  name,"  His  decision,  be- 
ing again  in  accordance  with  the  award  which  he  bad 
juiuie  as  arbitrator,  wh8  again,  of  course,  unwelcome  to 
the  recusimt  piirty ;  who,  finding  no  justice  in  Chancery, 
was  now  fain  to  try  the  Xiug's  Bench,  and  fomid  means 
to  bring  hia  rluim  in  another  form  before  that  Court.;  but 
Atill  with  uo  better  success,  for  juvlgrni-nt  went  against 
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Uim  again.     Tins  was  in  1620 ;  tunl  tUero  tlie  matt«i* 
rested  lill  tlio  meeting  uf  Parliameut. 

Whether  this  old  client  tmd  aggrieved  suitor  was  him- 
self the  inoTcr  in  the  next  s&ige*  I  cannot  clearly  make 
out  from  the  fragineiitiiry  not****  :inrl  iinpurfect  reporU  of 
the  proceeding  whicli  have  come  down  to  us.  It  seeius 
a  strange  diselt>»ure  for  a  man  to  make  of  his  own  accord 
—  but  \vh(!th«r  it  wtTft  that  his  Heuae  of  wrong  waa  too 
lively  to  be  silent,  or  that  it  was  some  conaolutinn  to 
bring  the  author  of  it  to  gri«f,  or  tliat  he  hoped  by  join- 
ing in  the  attuck  upon  Bacon's  judicial  character  to  get 
a  relicariiig  of  his  cause  before  another — he  betrsiyed  the 
fact  that  between  the  time  when  the  first  decree  In  the 
cause  was  pnmounced  (whieli  was  in  May  or  June,  1017, 
and  WU8  intended  and  expected  Ut  have  the  effect  of  rt> 
moving  it  out  of  the  Court  !dtog>.'ther)  and  the  time  when 
t!ie  parties  agreed  to  refer  it  to  him  as  arbitrator  and 
bound  themselves  to  abide  by  his  award.  —  shortly  after 
the  one,  and  a  few  montlis  before  the  other — be  made 
him  a  present  of  a  liirge  sum  of  money.  And  though  it 
appeared  by  the  witnesses  that  it  w:ia  offei*ed  oidy  as  a 
thiutkful  acknowledgment  of  former  services  as  oounsel, 
and  meant  to  buy  a  suit  of  hangings  fur  York  House,  to 
which  Hucou  w:ls  then  on  the  point  of  removing,  he 
seems  to  have  felt  that  it  entitled  him  lUso  to  a  favorable 
jndgment  from  him  as  tirbilrator  —  making  the  adverse 
lecision  a  breach  of  faiih  an  well  :ls  u  donial  of  justice. 
For  unless  be  meant  it  f  n*  a  bribe,  what  had  it  to  do 
with  hU  grievance?  His  story  (whoever  brought  it  out 
and  from  whatever  motive)  oame  before  the  Committee 
for  Courts  of  Justice,  was  iiii|uire<l  into,  and  found  to  be 
true.  Tho  justice  of  the  judgment  —  which  was  not  dia- 
pULed  either  in  this  ease  or  in  Avtbry's,  except  by  those 
who  hud  fuiled  in  the  attempt  to  puroliiifie  »  more  favor- 
able one  fur  thomselvcs — was  not  the  que^lion.  It  was 
enougli  to  know  that  the  money  had  been  retxnved  fmm 
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suitora  whose  causea  wer»)  atill  pending ;  and  armed  s 
tbese  two  cases  the  Committee  reported  to  tho  H< 
that  thwy  Iiad  found  matti»r  for  a  cliai^e  of  cormp 
against  the  Lord  t'luincurior.  The  ir)th  and  I7tl 
Maroh  were  OL*oupieU  in  hearing  the  pnrtioulars,  Hud 
bating  wh:it  should  bu  dune.  The  18th  waa  a  Sunc 
But  oil  the  lilth  they  sent  word  to  the  oilier  House^ 
haring  **  found  abnsen  in  certain  orainnnt  pernona,' 
desired  another  conferiMice;  which  was  iinmodiat 
pointed  for  the  same  afternoon. 

With  a  constitution  so  delicHte  and  a  mind  so  sensit 
it  is  not  ftHpprising  that  thi*  shwk  produc«d  by  this  i 
and  unexpected  aittiittion  proved  ton  nmch  for  Bat 
and  that  his  lieulth  gavt^  wiiy.  On  that  day  it  waafl 
neceaaary  to  HpfK)int  a  substitute  to  supply  his  p\m 
the  House  of  Lonls  wlieii  hu  was  too  ill  tu  attend ; 
he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  them  in  explanatii 
excuse  of  his  absence. 

TO  THE  UIOUT  HONORABLE  HIS  VERY  GOOD  LORI 
LORDS    SPlUlTrXL,    AND    TEMPORAL    LN    TE 
HOUSE  OF   FARLlAAl£2iT  AS8BUUL£a). 

My  VERY  GOOD  LoRlx),  —  I  humbly  pray  yourl 
ships  all  to  make  a  favonible  and  tine  eonatruction 
absence.  It  is  no  feigning  nor  fainting,  but  sicknt 
of  my  heart  and  of  my  back,  Ih^nigli  joined  witl 
comfort  of  mind,  that  iicrsuadeth  me  that  I  am  nfi 
from  heaven,  wherenf  I  fwrl  the  first  fruitA.  Aili 
cauae,  whether  I  live  or  die,  I  woidd  be  glad  to  pr 
ray  honor  and  fame,  aa  far  as  I  am  worthy  ;  heitring 
some  complaints  of  base  bribery  are  come  before  yi 
Lordships,  my  requests  unto  your  I/ordships  are :  M 
that  you  will  maintain  me  in  your  good  opinion,  wiffl 
prejudice-,  until  my  ctmse  be  hoard  ;  secondly,  that, 
regard  I  have  setpiestered  my  mind  at  this  time  in  gr 
part  from  worldly  matters*  thinking  of  my  account  a 
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an8\rer  in  a  higher  court,  your  Lordships  would  give  ine 
ttoiue  convenient  tiino,  according  to  the  course  of  other 
oourt«,  to  ndviBe  \rith  my  counsolf  and  to  nmko  my  an- 
»wcr ;  wherein  nevertheless  luy  counsel's  part  will  be  the 
leiiat ;  ft)r  I  shall  uot^  by  the  grace  of  God*  trick  up  an 
iunocency  with  c:tvillations;  but  plainly  and  ingeuuousty 
(aa  your  LurdaUipe  know  my  manner  is)  declare  what  ] 
know  or  remember;  thirdly,  that,  according  to  the  course 
of  judticc,  1  uuiy  be  allowed  to  except  to  the  witnesses 
brftught  against  me,  and  to  move  questions  to  your  Lord- 
siiips  for  their  cross^xamination,  and  likewi^  to  produce 
my  own  witnesses  for  discovery  of  the  truth ;  and  htstly^ 
if  there  couie  auy  more  petitions  of  like  nature,  that  your 
Ivord&liips  would  bo  pleased  not  to  take  any  prejudice  or 
apprehension  of  any  nniuber  or  muster  of  tlieni,  especially 
against  a  judge  that  makes  two  thousand  decrees  and 
tiviiers  in  a  year  (not  to  speak  of  tlie  coui'sea  tliat  have 
troen  taken  for  hunting  out  compLiints  against  me)  ;  but 
that  1  may  answer  them,  (ux»rdiug  to  the  rules  of  jus- 
tice, severally  and  nyipectively.  These  requests  I  hope 
appear  to  your  Lordships  no  other  than  just.  And  bo^ 
thinking  myself  happy  to  have  so  noble  Pbi^rs  and  rev- 
erend Prelates  to  dlsoero  of  my  cause,  and  desiring  no 
privilege  of  greatness  for  subterfuge  of  guiltioesa,  but 
meiiniug  (as  1  said)  to  deal  fairly  and  phvlnly  with  your 
Lordships,  and  to  put  myself  upon  your  honors  and  fa- 
vors, I  pruy  God  to  bless  your  oounseb  ami  your  per- 
sons ;  and  rest 

Your  Lordships*  humble  servant, 

Fr.  St.  Aujan,  (^anc 

19tU  March,  1620. 

This  letu*r  wiis  delivered  to  the  Lords  the  next  day 
by  Buckingham,  immediately  aft*?r  they  had  heard  the 
report  of  what  {Kuwed  at  the  conference  with  the  Coro- 
aohs  the  day  before.  Ho  had  visited  the  Lord  Chan- 
sllor  twice  (he  told  tliem  in  presenting  it)  by  the  Kin^'j 
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directions,  hml  fouiKl  him  the  first  time  •*  very  siek  ivnd 
hwivy  ; "  the  seoontl  time  better,  and  much  comforted  by 
hearing  that  the  ixtmplaints  agiiinst  hirn  had  been  re- 
ferred to  that  House,  where  he  assured  himself  U*  tind 
honorable  justice  ;  in  eonfidenee  whereof  he  h:id  written 
this  letter  to  them.  It  waa  rend  twite,  first  by  tlie  Clerk 
and  then  again  by  the  Lord  Chief  ♦lustioe  —  who  was 
now  Hacon's  locum  tfn^ns.  After  which  it  was  agreiHl, 
upon  tiiu  motiou  of  Lord  Southampton,  to  send  a  verbal 
answer  to  this  effect:  — 

"That  the  Lortis  rec«ived  Uis  LonUliip's  letter  delivered  unto 
them  by  the  Lonl  Ailuiirul :  they  iiilend  to  proceed  in  tiis  cause 
(now  Itt'fore  their  Lnrrlahipft)  acconhnjf  to  the  right  rule  of  .lus- 
tice :  and  they  shall  \m  ghul  if  liis  I^nlship  sltull  clear  his  honor 
tht'rcin  :  to  which  end  they  pray  his  Lordship  lo  provide  for  his 
defenae.** 

It  would  have  been  more  to  Bacon's  purpose  to  know 
what  facilities  for  defense  would  be  allowed  him.  The 
ohurgea  were  accumuhiting  and  the  witnesses  giving  their 
evidence  in  his  absence,  and  with  no  one  to  watch  the 
proceedings  on  his  behalf.  If  he  did  not  know  what  he 
was  charged  with,  or  what  the  witnesses  had  deposed,  how 
waa  he  to  provide  for  his  defense  ?  What  he  wanted  to 
be  assured  of  w:i3  that  lie  would  be  allowed  "  to  except  to 
witnesses  brought  against  him,"  to  "  move  questions  for 
their  cross-examination,"  to  *'  produce  his  own  witnesse 
for  discovery  of  the  truth,'*  and  to  have  "  convenient 
time  to  advise  with  his  counsel  and  make  his  answer." 
Id  a  judicial  proceeding  so  new  and  rare,  to  be  conducted 
by  a  body  altogetlier  unpractistnl  in  judicial  investigation 
and  for  the  moat  part  very  ill-qualified  for  it,  it  vma  far 
from  certain  that  such  things  as  tbe-se  would  he  thonght 
of,  or  admitted ;  and  the  terms  of  their  answer  did  not 
give  any  assurance  that  thiyy  could  b^i  tnisted  to  see  the 
reaaon  of  tbeni,  and  remember  them  in  time. 

They  were  the  more  important  in  this  case  because  tb« 
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dI(Te.r«»nce  between  a  gnitiiily  wl»k*h  a  Chaucellur  might 
au(]  one  wliich  he  might  imt  lawfully  ucititpt,  wus  in  thofio 
days  a  very  nice  one  —  not  only  in  cuniniou  npiniou  liiit 
in  Inw,  If  thti  Lord  Chanctrllor  had  bw^n  rrqiiired  to  take 
the  aaniR  oath  which  was  required  of  the  JtiKtictis  Ctlmt  is, 
ihw  Jndgi's  i)f  till?  King*n  Benoh  imd  Cuniuiun  Pltsiii,  and 
the  Uuruiiu  of  thb  Exclieniier).  it  would  huvu  biien  com- 
piinitivcly  siinph*  und  broad.  For  a  Justiea  wob  required 
to  swi-ar  thut  he  would  not  ''take  by  liiinscU  or  b\'  other, 
privily  or  upci'lly.  gift  iior  reward  of  guUl  nor  silver,  nor 
of  any  other  thing  that  might  turn  to  his  profit  (uidcsa  It 
wert*  in<>at  or  drink,  and  that  uf  small  vnlnc),  of  any  man 
that  should  have  any  plea  nr  process  hanging  hefnr4'  him, 
as  long  as  the  siinie  process  should  be  so  hanging,  nor 
afUrfor  the  same  causti"  So  that,  in  the  wise  of  a  Jiia- 
tice,  the  acceptance  of  any  gratuity  from  any  man  who 
was  or  had  b(*i>n  a  suitor  was  a  violation  of  his  oath,  as 
required  by  the  statute.  The  statute  had  been  suggested 
1)0  doubt  by  the  abuso  of  the  practlco  in  the  ordinary 
courts  of  justice.  To  forbid  the  pmctice  altogether  was 
the  best  way  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  it ;  and  it  would  have 
ber'u  wise  and  just  tn  forbid  It  in  the  same  way  to  ev*M*y- 
IxKly  who  hiul  to  exercise  judicial  functions  of  any  kind. 
But  had  it  bt^en  so  fovbidderj  ?  Though  the  pnictim 
would  probably  h-ud  to  tlie  abuse,  it  did  not  uecuHaarily 
imply  it;  and  in  order  to  prove  it  an  act  of  eomiption  it 
would  be  necessary,  I  should  suppose  (in  the  absence  of  an 
I'Xpress  hiw  making  it  so),  to  &how  thiit  it  was  connected 
in  some  way  with  an  unjust  judgment :  not^essury  in  reii- 
sou  at  Iciist,  however  it  may  have  U^en  in  law.  A  judge 
who  decides  a  case  unjustly,  knowing  his  decision  to  bo 
unjust,  in  favor  of  a  aniLor  from  whom  he  has  receivei} 
or  luts  nrfwou  to  expect  a  gratuity,  is  guilty  of  corruption 
by  tho  unwritten  law  <»f  nature^  whether  he  baa  otleiided 
against  the  letter  of  any  statute  or  not.  But  if  he  de- 
cides it  (whether  for  or  iigainat  such  suitor)  aecordiug^^ 
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the  best  of  hia  belief  jiifltly,  the  law  of  DHtiire  sanctions  no 
such  iufvrence.  IX  bis  juJgniunt  is  uot  !i(Iect«d  by  lb»  gro^ 
tuity,  be  is  a  juHt  juilgo  notwitliBtiindiug  ;  and  if  tbe  tak- 
ing of  gratuities  lius  not  been  made  by  statute  an  ofTeDse 
in  itself,  witliout  reference  to  tbe  justice  or  injustice  of 
tbe  judgment  foUuwiu^  or  preceding,  he  has  not  offendtMl.l 

t  A  iMrncil  frien<l  to  wh»iii  I  *iit)iniuetl  ttil*  paaaa^,  that  ha  mi(;Ut  idl  mo 
whether  thm  «a»  auy  oliJKtloD  lo  it  in  ptiiiit  of  law,  sdvii^ed  mo  to  williilniw 
ft;  (or  tlmiigli  thorL-  miglit  Iw  no  [>fl«ilive  fnactmcDt  prnhiliitin;;  (hr  Liird  Ptian- 
cellor  from  liWit>n  gift.*,  yei  u«  all  immoral  art«  wv  forliid'teo  by  the  Coniinnn 
Uiw  to  cvcniHwly.  and  an  the  taliinR  of  Ri'tn  by  •  jiidf;*  mu  no  »ci  n-caKaittsd 
M  itnroonil  not  only  by  tho  cotnnioii  conKi«Dc«  of  munkiiid  Imi  hy  tho  partvo- 
tnrstututeof  ImI.  Ill-,  which  linTMisfd  tba  oath,  it  van  an  offvnM' tt;r«i>i"t  tJi« 
Cotnmon  Law  l>r  wh<iiii"«f;vfrctimn»ill*<li  and  an  the  offonM;  cotrtii'twl  simply 
in  taking  tb«  gift,  ihi^  qncAtion  wlivtbvr  lhi>  judgment  had  or  liail  tinl  b««a  aC> 
ferted  hy  it  i^  irrclrvDnt.  "It  in  itn|H>i>siblii  (i"  law),"  be  aa,\'p,  "to  go  into 
thai  (jiit^ion."  It  Ibiii  bu  all,  the  p4iint  <tf  law  reMilvtw  ItArlf  intr>  a  point  nf 
mnral*,  tiimit  whirli  »n  un|)rofvftatr>iiftl  <t|iiriittn  inny  Im  an  gooA  om  ft  itrufv^niunal. 
Tbe  net  uffciiits  iif;jiiii»t  tli«  L'uiuqiod  Law  l)ft<.-itUM>  it  it  luiiuoriU,  anil  it  it  ft«- 
Kunu-il  to  Im;  imoiurdl  partly  b«<.-aiiRc  evcrybixly  fcrls  that  it  is,  atiil  partly  be- 
CfliiMi  in  the  90lh  yrar  of  Edwanl  III.  it  was  forltiddru  by  law  to  the  Jadgaa; 
No>¥  that  oviiry  act  Hhivh  it  luis  be«ti  found  cxpolieiit  to  prohibit  under  penal' 
ticfi  i«  Id  ilfi^tf  an  iTiiniordl  act,  I  cantiot  admit:  fur  if  1  du  I  niu»t  admit  Ibat  it 
ia  in  itM;lf  iuiiiioral  for  a  candidate  at  an  election  tu  give  a  dinner  and  a  day's 
nrajriu  lo  a  poor  cotiMituent  who  baa  sarril)c«d  hi*  day'a  vork  tod  maito  faAtf  a- 
day'a  journey  to  vote  (ur  him;  for  that  i«  an  art  which  it  boti  been  found  «x- 
pHiont  (o  pnibibll  und<rr  penalty  and  dot'lnre  lit  t>r  cnrrupl.  U  it  true  iben  that 
Ihcoctof  takhig  a  gift,  lekgther  tiUtnord  to  inftueru-t  tht.  jiuiiftnaU  tirn»t,  wa« 
alwaya  (alt  to  be  an  act  immoral  in  ittcH  V  If  hl«lory  i:ould  be  omM-examini-d 
it  wonid  appear,  t  suitpccl,  that  nntil  it  was  found  hy  uxpcri^niv  (hit  M>rTu)<tJoa 
of  judgment  followed  thr  practice,  eTerybody  Ibou^lil  It  nnhirat,  aiiiI  nntmdy 
tbiiU|>ht  It  wrong.  And  apenking  for  mviH-lf,  I  intr  now  that  apart  Inmi  it»  uf- 
ffitrt  on  the  jiHli^nrnt  — were  It  not  that  tbe  offar  or  expcctatiun  of  tho  gift  t^ndt 
In  diilort  tbt*  jud|,'Tn<^nt  —  tbtrv  would  be  nn  Immorallly  in  the  tranoacrton  at 
all  ;  nor  wonld  there  be  more  nuuDn  why  a  judge  should  not  take  a  (rift  frutn  a 
Auitorihao  why  acounielshouM  not  lake  bi*feo  front  a  client.  I<eav«  the  matter 
to  ooftsoience  and  natumi  leelinj;,  and  tli«  man  who  hm*  ret'^ircd  a  benefit  will 
dwin  to  ucpr«M  gralitude  in  wmc  fonn  to  the  pnrty  at  whoie  hand*  he  hno  rr- 
eelrvd  it.  That  ho  ba»  recefved  no  mora  than  his  dii^.  and  thnt  his  benefactor 
hat  done  no  more  than  his  doty,  will  not  4Pi'm  a  rcBFon  fnr  refn«ing  it  1  and  it 
will  be  fuutii]  tliat  tlir^U(;b  alt  the  «orial  relaliriTiti  ot  mankind  the  expTTwion  of 
auch  KTatltiide.  wliererer  it  u  onL  cxpn<Hly  fnrbid<leni  i*  thought  right.  Where 
it  hak  bc't^n  forbidden,  a»  in  Ibn  cane  of  tbe  JndgH«,  —  wbure  thu  law  ban  made 
it  a  cHiuv  for  a  man  \u  do  that  whith  niay  tumpi  him  In  betray  bis  duty,  —  be 
incuni  thu  iX'Daliy  hy  comniiltinj;  the  act,  and  il  is  vat  n«ce««Mry  |q  inqiiir* 
fnrthtr.  Hut  wlivre  the  act  i»  alleged  to  be  aRainyl  law,  uut  lu  barin;;;  been 
expnukly  furbidden  by  law,  but  a»  bciu^f  In  it*  iinlure  inimural,  T  must  know 
whelhvr  hH  did  b«tray  hia  duty  before  I  can  »ny  whether  the  act  wkJ  actual 
law  or  uot. 
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llfow,  when  I  inquire  by  wliut  stuLutr,  known  to  lunryr^ni 
fan  the  ouily  i^rt  t>f  the  ai'vuntt'entli  cviiUiry,  the  tnkliig  of 
[gmtuities  by  a  Lcrd  Cliaiic^llnr  Imd  be«'ii  dLcIaiyd  ^J  he 
9.n  net  of  corruptton  in  itnolf,  I  Hmt.  to  my  aur]insis  Unit 
[the  quuBtiou  is  very  ditfiL-ult  U^  sinswvr.     Th«  oatli  t)ik»!n 
'  hy  thu  Lord  Chunuellr>r  containiitl  no  ulln»ion  to  gifts  or 
gratuititis  of  any  kind  :  and  J  huve  sourohod  Uie  index  to 
I  thn  **  Sttttntes  of  the  Itt^ulm  '*  lu  vain  for  tnicva  of  nn  R«t 
[forbidding  them  to  any  other  than  thu  Justict«,     It  \»  true 
IthntCokQ  in  the  3d  piirt  of  liis  ^'  Institut(»/*  o.  68,  ctt«a  HU 
lAct  of  Parliament  of  11  Hen.  IV.,  in  which  it  ia  emitted 
Lthat  no  Chancellor,  'rrcaHiiivr,  K<*<'per  of  this  Privy  Si-aU 
iKingB  Couiiw^lhjrf  King's  Sfrji'out,  or  any  oihor  otlieQr, 
iudge.  or  minister  of  thi'  King,  rt>ceiving  k%^  or  wiiges  of 
thf  King  for  their  suid  ojlires  or  Bt^rvices,  »hhU  in  fntnnt 
itake  any  manner  of  gift  or  broctige  of  any  for  doing  their 
Mititi  offi.cr.it  and  tsr.rvicr.i  (preigne  en  null  manner  en  temi« 
a  venir  a.^enn  manner  do  done  ou  brocage  do  nidluy  ])our 
leur  dit/.  offices  et  Herviees  a  fair)  upon  paiu*  etc.,  vtc. 
But  he  says  that  it  had  ntwer  been  printed  before,  and  it 
ia  not  ilow  to  be  fuund  in  the  **  Statnti.'a  of  thr  Realm : " 
and  therefore  I  conclude  that  it  cannot  have  but^n  an  out 
rgi-nerally  known.     Not  to  add,  that  im  it  extends  tn  all 
Itlio  Bervicfs  *jf  all  tho   ottici-rs  who  rec«iveil  any  fw;  or 
Nvugi'S  for  them  from  the  King,  it  must  huve  fallen  long 
K'fdn*  James's  time  into  utter  oblivion  and  been  broken 
iopuuly  every  day.    Am.!,  indeed,  conaidenug  that  the  litit 
lincludes  80  many  oi?ieei-s  who  oxeroisuHl  no  jntlicial   func- 
tions between  party  and  [>arty.  it  is  dlflicult  to  believe  that 
judicial  corruption  was  the  thing  aimed  at  or  iutended 
iby  it.     Not  to  secure  justice   between   party  and  {»arty, 
but  to  Hecure   undivided  fiilelity  to   the  King,  was  (aa  I 
should  suppose)  the  object  of  forbidding  alt  these  King's 
}  olficerH  to  take  gift  or  brocage  from  anybody  else.     They 
all  hiul  to  swear  in  one  form  or  another  that  they  would 
"  well  and  truly  serve  the  King,"  "  not  leaving  or  eschew- 
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ing  SO  to  do  for  affliction,  lovc»  meed,  doubt  or  droad  of 
any  person  or  [wraons:"  "that  neither  for  gift,  w;igt», 
nor  good  deed,  tlit-y  would  layn**,  disturb,  nor  let  tlio 
prulit  or  iv;i»unable  advaiitiigo  of  the  King  in  the  adviin- . 
toge  of  any  other  per«on»  or  tliemselves :  "  and  so  on,  — 
the  particular  engaj^ement  viiryinj^  awtording  to  the  par- 
ticular duty  of  the  place.  And  that  fhey  mi^bt  bo  in 
tbo  lees  danger  of  temptation  to  prefer  in  the  perfcirm* 
ance  of  their  (k-veml  services  the-  tidvautage  of  any  other 
to  that  of  the  King,  they  were  all  alike  forbidden  t<i  re- 
ceive anything  for  those  sorviees  from  any  but  the  King. 
The  prohibition  was  a  wise  one,  if  it  could  have  been 
enforced.  Uut  it  must  have  been  very  eo»tly.  If  the 
King's  serviintfl  were  to  receive  nothing  for  their  work 
from  anybody  but  himsi^lf,  they  must  either  have  bt^en 
badly  paid  or  drawn  heavily  upon  the  Exclioqut*r;  and 
if  this  was  the  true  mennitig  of  the  Act,  it«  btiing  soon 
hiid  aside  and  forgotten  is  suttieieutly  aocounted  for. 

Now  if  it  was  doubtful  in  point  of  law  whether  the 
mero  act  of  receiving  a  gmtuity  from  a  sulUjr  in  Chan- 
cei*y  was  itsi'lf,  apart  front  all  evidence  that  the  decision 
of  the  suit  hud  been  bifluenced  by  it,  an  net  of  corrup- 
tion,—  and  my  chief  reasuu  for  thinking  that  there  wiis 
room  for  doubt  is  that  the  objection  (lot's  not  seem  to 
have  occurretl  to  the  Lords,  and  was  not  advanced  or 
stood  upon  by  Bacon  himself,  —  it  makes  his  iKJsitiou 
much  more  iutelligible  both  in  having  allowed  himself 
to  fall  into  the  practice  and  in  being  prepared  (iia  lio 
oert;unly  was  when  hu  iii-st  heard  nf  it)  to  repudiate  the 
ehtwge  of  oorniption  and  stand  upon  his  innocence.  But 
if  proof  of  corrupt  itttentum  was  necessary  to  prove  tho 
act  corrupt,  opportimity  to  criticise  the  evidence  became 
a  matter  of  givat  ini|Hjrtauce.  Whether  he  had  ever 
wilfully  or  consciously  perverted  judgment  for  the  sako 
of  a  gi-atuity,  wad  known  to  no  on«  so  well  as  to  himself. 
Bill  wh- thor  he  hud  ever  ace*'pttd  a  gratuity  under  cir* 
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CI  iron  tin  ceH  which  Avould  jiuitify  h  preAiimptton  or  siiapi- 
cion  thiit  it  hiul  influenccnl  hin  jiitlf^nient*  was  a  mattor  u( 
evitleuce,  and  \v<.uM  <k*i)eiul  upoii  pointii  of  great  uicety 
find  df^liciicy.  He  knuvr  that  he  hiid  never  altered  his 
juJ^uiLiit  for  a  bribe,  but  lie  could  tiot  know  that  he 
hud  never  inadu  ii  wrong  judgment:  and  a  judgmt^nt 
fonnd  to  be  wrong,  if  it  happened  to  follow  a  gratuity 
proved  to  have  been  ivceived,  wonhl  go  hw  to  convict 
him  of  the  offense.  Ho  knew  that  he  had  never  allowed 
tt  case  which  he  h;id  decided  to  be  reheard  or  transfeiTed 
to  another  tribunal.,  except  where  he  liad  seen  reasun  to 
doubt  the  justice  of  his  owti  dt'cision,  or  at  hmst  to  desire 
tliat  it  might  pans  another  judgnnuit.  But  if  it  should 
appear  that  he  had  received  a  present  in  that  case  from 
the  pjirtj-  whom  the  Brst  deciBion  did  nut  fjivor»  he  could 
not  escape  suspicion  of  bribery.  He  knew  that  lie  never 
nieant  to  tidce  a  gift  with  an  understanding  that  it  would 
proouro  a  favorable  decision  ;  but  ho  could  not  know 
that  no  gift  had  bean  given  under  that  impression.  The 
giver's  report  of  the  tranfiaction  would  be  unconaciously 
>veiiied  by  his  own  underHtatiding  of  it ;  u.iu\  n.  slight 
diiTcroncG  in  tlie  story  might  turn  it  into  evidence  ap- 
piirt»ntly  conclusive.  To  remove  suapiciona  of  this  kind 
it  would  be  nwcssary  to  make  it  manifest  to  his  judges 
that  the  oonrse  Ite  hud  tiiken  was  right  in  itself,  imd  that 
the  gift  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  a  thing  which  b(«fore 
such  a  tribunal  would  require  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
and  explunatiun. 

All  thi»  he  now  saw  plainly  enough  :  and  though  he 
could  not  yet  believe  that  the  appearanceh  ag;iiuBt  him 
wonhl  prove  too  strong  to  admit  of  satisfactory  cxplap* 
nation,  —  still  less  that  any  practices  in  which  he  had 
realty  allowed  himself  were  thomsolves  too  questionable 
to  be  justified.  —  he  saw  that  the  easo  would  nHpiire 
careful  wiitching,  and  that  the  d^'fcnse  would  bo  dlHicult, 
Ho  conteut^nl  hinit*elf  for  the  prestmt,  however,  wiUi  na* 
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muidiug  the  Lords  tbat  there  was  matter  m  hia  Jetter  to 
which  tht'y  Imd  not  ndverted  ;  and  Uie  messenger  returnod 
with  tlie  following  answi-r;  — 

*^Thnt  tlie  Lnrd  Chauc«llor  returns  the  Lords  humble 
tiianks  for  tlieir  Lurdshijta'  nesumuce  of  justiuu  in  hia 
cuuao,  and  well  witiheu  to  him  of  the  succl'hh.  The  one 
secures,  the  other  comforts  him.  That  he  intends  to  put 
their  Lordships  in  miiul  hereafter  of  some  points  con- 
tained in  his  I^rdsliip's  letter,  for  that  the  same  were 
not  spoken  of  in  tlie  ineA^agt'  delivered  unto  him/'  The 
Commons  now  hnnded  the  L-aae  over  to  tlie  Lords,  *^  hum- 
bly desiring  that  iiiiismuuh  us  it  concerned  a  person  of 
BO  great  eminence,  it  miglit  not  depend  long  before  their 
Lordships;  that  the  examination  of  the  pmofa  might  be 
expedited^  and  if  ho  be  found  guilty,  then  to  be  punished  ; 
if  not,  the  accusers  to  be  punished." 

As  a  means  uf  '*  expediting  tlte  examination  of  the 
proofs,"  the  King,  when  h«  heard  how  the  case  stood, 
offered  to  grant  a  Commission  under  the  Great  Sesil  to 
six  members  of  the  ljp]>er  and  twelve  of  the  Lower 
Hous<*  (lo  be  chos4'n  by  themselves),  with  power  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  upon  oath.  This  should  have  been  a 
fitter  Court  to  try  such  a  case  than  the  whole  House  of 
Lords  :  but  both  Houses  were  jealous  of  their  jurisdiction 
and  delighted  with  their  present  good  understanding ;  the 
message  was  received  coldly  ;  tlie  King  did  not  press  it ; 
and  the  question  was  left  to  the  ordinary  course  of  I'arlia- 
mentjiry  proceeding  —  so  far  as  it  could  be  made  out 
whut  the  oixJinary  course  w:l8. 

The  IvOi"ds  were  glail  to  show  how  nsidy  they  were  to 
undertake  the  case.  They  began  to  swear  and  exiunine 
the  witnesses  the  same  day,  and  the  next  day  they  ap- 
jKjinted  tliree  committees  of  fuur,  with  "power  to  take 
examinations  of  all  points  generally  concerning  this  bua- 
iness;  with  this  special  caution,  that  none  he  urged  to 
accuse  himself."     One  of  the  Learned   fxiunstd  was  ap- 


»«»-«.]    RACOK  ACCDSED  OP  BRtBRRV  AND  CORHUmOK.    461 

pointed  to  attend  each  oommUtee.  And,  ^'  forasmuch  as 
th»*  cxfiminution  of  thosf;  wilnessps  would  roqnire  mnob 
timo,  it  was  agreed  '*  (iMaroh  21)  *'  that  the  Comraitteos 
shnidd  transmit  the  nninea  of  some  nf  the  jninci  pal  lest 
of  them,  and  the  heada  Tyherpupon  they  were  to  be 
examined;  and  the  examinatinnB  to  Wh  taki^n  in  open 
(\)Urt."  In  open  Court ;  but  apparently  without  any  op- 
portunity for  exception  or  cross-examination  on  behalf 
t>f  the  party  accused.  It  was  ayieed  at  the  same  time, 
that  all  the  wilneRaes  ao  transmitted  to  be  examined  in 
open  (^>nrt  sliotild  have  the  following  interrogatories 
niiuiatei*ed  to  them  :  — 

**  1.  Whether  ihey*  by  Uieroselves  or  any  other  perBou,  have 
given  moiioy  or  other  gratuity  to  tho  Lord  Chancellor,  or  to 
aity  other  servants,  frieufU,  or  follower  of  his? 

"  2.  Whether  they  have  advUed  or  directed  any  so  to  do,  or 
Imown  uf  aity  oiliei'  that  haih  »o  done? 

"3.  Whether  thuy.  or  tha  partioi  which  they  ndvi»ed  so  to 
do,  or  have  hejird  »o  to  have  done,  luul  then  any  cauM  or  iult 
depeudiij^  before  him,  or  intended  to  have  any  ? 

*•'  4.  Whether  they  have  intended,  attempted,  or  contracted 
for  any  grutiiity  so  to  be  given,  though  nol  performed  ?** 

It  wa«  specially  ordered  also,  that  *•  nn  witnesses  were 
to  he  examined  what  they  received  thi!ma<dvefl,  but  only 
what  bribes  were  given  to  the  Lord  Chancellor." 

They  had  made  up  their  minds  already  tliut  a  gratuity 
was  a  bribe;  and  as  they  luifl  examined  Churchill,  the 
registrar,  pei-soniUly,  just  before,  and  certain  "  Instruc- 
tions *'  with  whieh  he  bad  furnished  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, "wmceruing  <liverH  bril>e8  ami  abiisi-s  in  the  Chan- 
cery," were  even  now  on  their  way  to  them  —  there 
could  be  little  chance,  with  these  means  of  discovery, 
these  aearching  interrogatories,  and  these  precautions  for 
saving  hannless  all  witnesses  who  would  cfime  forwunl,' 

*'Aftf>r  tone  dfltMUe  of  thU  ituili<f,  U  wm  onlerf^,  That  tlu  ftxamitifttlnat 
lAlctn  in  lliin  Otirt  aliould  iii>t  Iw  tirri?«fi«r  unril  in  luiy  othlt  cAUH  nor  in  any 
othw  court. "—/xWi"  JoitrnalM,  M  M«n-li,  IQ'IO. 
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of  any  questionable  act  escapiag  detection.  So  tbut  we 
prubably  know  the  worst  of  one  side  of  the  caae,  what- 
ever obscunty  may  still  rest  upon  it  from  the  non-ropre- 
sentation  of  thi?  oUier, 

On  the  22<1,  three  new  c«flefl  were  sent  up  from  the 
Commons;  mnny  witnesses  were  examined:  "the  con- 
fenaion  and  instructions  of  John  Churchill  toucliing  brib- 
ery and  corrnption  of  tlie  Lord  Chancellor  was  read," 
and  doltvin-t^d,  alon^  with  the  petitions  in  thu  three 
new  cases,  to  the  Committees  for  examination.  Another 
Committee  wus  appointed  to  search  precedents  for  ju- 
dicature. Ami  :ls  it  was  now  within  a  week  of  Good 
Friday,  it  was  agmcd,  upon  an  intei-ch»uige  of  int^ssiige^ 
between  the  two  Houses,  that  they  should  adjourn  for 
Easter  ou  the  27th  of  Marrh,  and  meet  again  on  the  17th 
of  April:  it  being  provided,  however,  that  the  Commit- 
tees should  go  ou  with  their  examinatiiina  during  the  re- 
cess, and  prepare  th«m  for  the  next  session. 

The  24th  was  the  anniversary  of  the  King's  acces- 
sion. On  tlie  2oth  Bacon  sent  him,  tlirough  Bucking- 
ham's hands,  a  letter,  from  which  wo  learn  something 
more  as  to  bis  own  view  of  his  own  position  as  be  saw 
tlie  storm  gathering  over  him. 

TO  TH£  UAAQriS  OF  BUCKINGHAM. 

My  vkky  oood  Lord,  —  Yesterday  I  know  was  no" 
day ;  now  I  hope  I  shall  hear  from  your  Lordship,  who 
are  my  anchor  in  these  floods.  Meanwhile  to  ease  my 
heart  a  little,  I  have  written  to  bis  Maj<«ty  the  inclost^d  ; 
which  I  pray  your  Lordship  to  read  advisedly,  and  to 
deliver  it,  or  not  to  deliver  it,  as  you  think  best.  God 
ever  prosper  yonr  Lordnhip. 

Yours  ever  what  I  can, 

Fr.  St.  Albah,  Cano. 

Msrch  Sfi,  1621. 
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letter  to  the  king. 

It  may  please  youk  most  excellent  Majesty, 
—  Time  liutli  boeii  wliou  I  biivu  bruught  unto  you  f/emi- 
turn  columhfp  fnun  others.  Now  I  bring  it  from  myself. 
I  fly  unto  your  Majesty  with  the  wings  of  a  dovt*,  which 
once  witliin  these  seven  days  L  thought  would  have  car- 
ried me  a  higher  flight. 

When  1  ent4^r  iuto  myself,  I  find  not  the  materials  of 
such  a  tempest  as  is  somen  upon  me.  I  havo  been  (as 
your  Miijesty  knowetb  best)  never  author  of  any  imiuud- 
erato  counael,  but  always  desired  to  have  tilings  carried 
9uavibiu  modh.  J  have  been  no  avai-ioiouy  oppressor  of 
the  people.  I  have  Xm^u  wo  haughty  or  intolerable  or 
hateful  nmn,  in  uiy  conversation  or  carriage.  I  have  in- 
herited no  hatred  from  my  father,  but  am  a  good  patriot 
born.  Whence  shoulJ  tlits  be?  For  these  are  the  things 
that  ui»e  to  raise  dislikes  abroad. 

For  the  House  of  Commons,  I  begiiu  my  credit  there, 
and  now  it  must  bo  the  place  of  t)ie  sepulture  thereof ; 
and  yet  this  Parliament,  upon  the  mefuuLge  touching  re- 
ligton^  the  old  love  revived,  and  they  said  I  wua  the  same 
roan  still,  only  honesty  was  turned  into  honor. 

For  the  Upper  Huuse,  even  within  these  days  before 
these  troubles,  they  seemed  as  to  talcH  mo  into  their  arms, 
finding  in  me  ingenuity  wliirh  they  took  to  bo  the  true 
straight  line  of  nobleness,  without  crooks  or  angles. 

And  for  the  briberies  and  gifts  whorewitli  I  am  charged, 
when  the  books  of  heiirts  shall  bo  ojx^nedf  I  hupu  I  HJiall 
not  be  found  to  havn  the  troubled  fountain  of  a  corrupt 
bttArt  in  a  depraved  habit  of  taking  rewanla  to  pervert 
justice;  howsoever  I  may  be  {rati,  and  partake  of  th« 
abuse  of  the  times. 

And  therefore  I  am  resolved  when  I  come  to  my  an- 
swer, not  to  trick  up  my  innucency  (as  I  writ  to  tlui 
liOrds)  by  caviltatioiis  or  voidances,  but  to  dpeak  to  tlnim 
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the  Ungiiagu  that  my  heart  spojikcth  to  inc,  ia  exctiaing, 
nxtenuatiiig,  or  ingenuous  confessing  ;  pntyiug  U»  God  to 
give  me  the  grace  to  &ee  tu  tlie  lK>ttom  of  my  fiiiiltu,  iind 
that  no  Impflness  of  hcjut  <io  steal  upou  me,  under  show 
of  more  neatness  of  conscience  tJian  is  cause. 

Hut  not  to  trouble  your  Majesty  longer,  craving  par- 
Ion  fur  Ihis  lung  mourning  letter;  Th:it  wliicb  1  thinit 
After  us  the  hart  after  the  streams,  is  that  1  may  know 
by  my  matclihyw  friend  that  prusenteth  to  yon  this  letter, 
your  Majt^ty's  heart  (which  is  an  ahytsus  of  goodness,  aa 
I  am  an  abytsmt*  of  misery)  towards  me.  I  have  been 
ever  your  man,  and  counted  myself  but  an  usufructuary 
of  myself,  the  pro|jerty  bdog  youre:  and  now  making 
myself  an  oblation  to  do  with  me  as  may  bust  conduce  to 
the  honor  of  your  jubtiw,  the  honor  of  your  mercy,  and 
the  use  of  your  service,  resting  us 

clay  in  your  Majesty's  gracious  hands. 

Fe.  St.  Aluan,  Cane. 
March  U,  U%\. 


The  next  day  the  King  made  a  speech  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  recognizing  their  authority  as  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Justice;  conlirming  their  privileges,  reuunduig  them 
of  their  duties,  mlvising  them  to  be  guided  by  preceilents 
in  the  times  of  good  government;  leaving  judgment 
wholly  to  them,  and  declaring  his  readiness  to  carry  their 
sentence  into  execution;  and  moreover,  in  return  for 
their  kind  dealing  witli  himself,  announcing  hi.f  hitention 
to  "strike  dead'*  Uie  three  Patents  principally  com- 
plained of  —  Inns,  Ale-houses,  Gold  and  Silver  Thread  — 
a  temperate,  judicious,  honest  speech;  with  which  the 
Lords  were  much  gratified.  The  day  after  both  the 
Houses  adjournctl ;  the  Lords*  Committees  being  left  to 
puisue  the  examinations,  and  Bacon  to  learn  what  he 
could  uf  the  evidence  against  him,  and  consid(T  how  his 
account  stood,  and  what  was  bust  to  do. 
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n  he  waa  well  enough,  hi;  wniitd  imturnlly  ut  »uuU  a 
time  seek  a  Httle  rest  ul  Gorliamltury.  And  it  any  fiiilh 
is  to  be  placed  in  an  anecdote  told  by  Lhe  itiitlior  u(  **  Au- 
licoa  CoqninimaB,"  —  an  answer  to  Weldou'ii  "Life  mid 
ChaniL't^jr  of  King  James/'  —  tbia  seems  ti>  l>e  the  most 
likely  occasion  of  it. 

After  commenting  upon  Weldon^s  account  of  liucun, 
the  writer  goes  on  :  — 

"  Anil  let  me  j;ive  thto  liglii  to  his  bettor  ehnnicteri  from  un 
ob&ervatiou  of  the  hita  King,  tlien  Prince.  Uetornin^  fK>m 
hunuiig.  he  e^pieil  u  cuach  utteudeJ  wiili  »  ^owUy  troop  of 
horsemeu,  who  it  soeizis  were  gntliorod  togellier  to  wait  upon 
the  Chancellor  to  his  house  ut  Gorhmnbui-y,  ut  the  time  of  bis 
doclcDsioD.  At  which  the  I'rtDOd  united  :  '  Well,  do  ne  whiit 
we  can,*  said  he.  'this  man  sconui  to  go  out  like  a  snuff.'  Coni- 
meoding  hi^  iindauiito<l  spirit  and  excellent  purls;  not  without 
some  regret  that  sucit  a  mau  should  be  railing  utl'." 

The  circumst^inues  seem  to  suit  this  time  better  tbnn 
any  otlier.  It  was  a  short  vacation  after  a  busy  term. 
A  ffw  days  at  bis  c^mntry-bouHe  in  the  beginning  of 
April  would  do  him  g»xid.  He  was  still  "the  Chancel- 
lor :  "  and  certainly  it  was  "  the  time  of  bis  declension  " 
and  **  falling  off."  He  was  accused,  but  not  yet  con- 
victed. His  retinue  liiui  not  \et  been  dismissed.  And 
at  such  a  time  bis  fvienda  of  the  better  sort  would  natu- 
rally gather  about  him  for  the  very  purpose  of  making 
the  kind  of  demoiistratioii  which  suggested  the  Prince's 
r4*mnrk. 

But  thongli  his  servanUi  uud  retaiiicrH  hIiII  whin^  llieir 
tivent.*a  and  rode  their  horses,  an<l  lii?i  friends  inustertHi 
perhaps  in  greater  force  than  usual,  it  was  in  no  spirit  of 
scorn  or  bravado  that  he  was  himself  pr<^|mring  to  meet 
the  falo  which  too  surely  iiaailed  him.  A  K'tter  idea  of 
tho  state  of  his  mind  will  be  fi>nned  from  the  two  papers 
which  fi>!U>w,  and  which  both  belong  to  this  interval. 

On  the  lUth  of  April  he  made  his  will :  a  will  drawn 
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up  ai>i>apently  in  hiiRte,  with  the  brevity  and  simplicity  of 
one  wha  thonght  that  he  wiia  fciking  lertve  of  the  wt)rld, 
nn<l  could  not  afford  t<>  wnstt;  words  in  long  leave-takiug. 

THE  LAST  WllA^  AND  TKSTAMENT  OF  8TR  FR.  UACOK, 
VISCT.  OF  ST.  ALUAN'a,  LOED  CHANCKU-Ott  OF  EJJn- 
LAKD. 

I  bequeath  my  soul  to  God  above,  by  tbo  oblation  of 
my  Siiviour. 

My  body  to  be  buried  obscurely. 

My  namu  to  the  next  nge«,  and  to  foreign  nationa. 

Afy  compositions  unpublisbed,  or  the  fr:iginc*nt«  of 
them,  I  require  my  seivunt  Harris  to  duliver  to  my 
brother  ConsUible,  to  the  end  tliat  if  any  of  t!ie»e  be  fit 
in  his  judgment  to  be  published,  he  may  acconbngly  dis- 
pose of  them.  And  in  particular  I  wish  the  Ehigium  I 
wrote  **In  felicera  memoriam  Regime  Elizal>etha3  "  nmy 
Ix*  published.  And  to  my  bruLher  ConsUible  I  give  all 
my  books :  and  to  my  servant  ILirria  for  this  his  service 
and  care  fifty  pieees  in  gold,  puraed  up. 

To  my  wife,  a  box  of  rings  ;  save  the  great  diamond  I 
would  have  restored  to  Sir  George  Reynell. 

To  the  Prince,  the  golden  screen  which  I  provided  for 
the  Queen  his  mother. 

To  the  Spanish  Ambjissador,  the  picture  of  Indian 
feathers,  in  the  frame  of  gold. 

To  my  L.  Cavendish  the  casting  bottle  of  gold. 

To  Sir  Edw.  Sat'kville,  Uie  ring  with  the  crushed  diiv 
mond,  which  the  Prii»ce  gave  mc. 

To  Mr.  John  Finch,  the  lease  of  my  lodgings  at  Qray*B 
Inn. 

All  my  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditameute,  leiuses, 
goods  and  chattels,  and  the  use  and  trust  of  them  where- 
soever and  of  w)nit  miture  soever,  I  giw  and  bequeath  to 
my  executors  for  the  pay'o^ut  of  my  debts  by  their  di»- 
ctvtion,  and  the  surplusage  of  the  vnlno  nF  ihcm  to  bo 
dispi)St!d  ;is  followuth. 
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To  my  florvant,  Mr.  Thomas  Mewtya,  X500. 

To  such  other  of  my  sei'vauU  as  I  shall  declare  by 
writing  or  word  before  witnesaos,  X800. 

The  rest  I'n  ptot  usus  to  be  distributed  at  the  discretiuii 
of  my  executors. 

1  constitute  my  executors  Mr.  Thos.  Crow,  Mr.  Thos. 
Hedley,  Mr.  Johu  Finch,  Mr.  Johu  Young  my  servant, 
»nd  Mr.  William  liiitchtr  my  servant;  and  I  desire  my 
executors  to  make  the  tirst  offer  of  the  reversion  of  Gor- 
humbury  and  Vornlain  after  my  wife's  decease,  to  the 
Priuee's  Highness  ;  because  they  being  thiugs  of  plcasuro 
and  not  fur  from  Biirkhauist4.>Hd,  it  may  be  his  Highness 
may  take  a  liko  to  di-al  for  them. 

My  execuU^irs  to  have  legiicies  in  plate  of  X30  apiece. 

Justice  Huttou  to  be  the  supervisor,  to  whom  I  give 
the  triangle  salt  of  gold. 

Fb.  St.  Alban,  Cane. 

Hivving  ihiis  diaposed  of  his  earthly  affairs,  he  retired 
witliin  biiui^clf,  and  still  '*  thinking  of  his  account  and 
answer  in  a  higher  Court,*'  made  bis  silent  appeal  from 
earth  to  heaven  —  from  those  with  whom  explanation  was 
hopeless  to  Him  before  wliom  conce^ilment  was  impos- 
sible. Thiit  'Sprayer  or  psalm**  which  was  found  after- 
is  anii»n^  hU  pajK-rs,  and  which  Addiaou  quoted  as 
imbling  tho  devotion  of  an  angel  rather  than  a  man, 
vtaa  composed,  certainly  before  tho  18tb  of  April,  and 
most  probably  at  this  very  time. 


A   PBAYEB,  OR   PSAI.AT. 

Most  gracious  Lord  God,  my  merciful  Father,  from 
my  youth  up,  rny  Creator,  my  Redeemer,  my  Comforter, 
Thoa  (O  Lord)  soundest  and  searchest  tho  depths  and 
secrets  of  all  hearts  ;  thou  knowledgest  the  upright  of 
heart,  thou  judgest  tht*  hypoci-ite,  tliou  ponderest  men's 
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tlinughts  and  doings  us  in  r  balaoc*^,  thou  measnrest  their 
intentions  ;is  with  n  line,  vanity  and  crooked  ways  can- 
not be  liid  from  thee. 

Remember  (O  Lord)  how  thy  serrant  hath  walked  be- 
fore thee :  remember  whut  I  liave  first  sought,  and  what 
hHth  been  principal  in  mine  intentions.  I  have  loved 
thy  asscinblios,  I  have  mourned  for  the  diviaiotia  of  thy 
Church,  I  have  delighted  in  tlie  brightnesa  of  thy  nanot- 
nary.  This  vine  which  thy  right  hand  hath  planted  in 
this  nation,  I  have  ever  prayetl  nntothee  tliat  it  might 
have  the  Brat  and  the  hitter  rain;  and  that  it  might 
Btrctch  her  branches  to  ihfl  spas  nnH  to  the  floods.  The 
state  and  bi-ead  of  the  poor  anil  oppressed  have  been  pre- 
cious in  mine  eyes:  I  have  hated  all  cruelty  and  hard- 
ness of  heart :  I  have  (though  in  a  despised  weed)  pro 
cured  the  good  of  all  men.  If  any  have  been  mine  ene- 
miea,  I  thought  not  of  them ;  neither  hath  the  sun  al- 
i>]UOBt  sot  upon  my  di.spleaHuro  ;  but  T  have  been  an  a 
doW;  free  from  superfluity  of  maliciousnes-s.  Thy  create 
urea  have  been  my  books,  but  thy  Scriptures  much  more. 
T  have  sought  thee  in  the  courts,  fields,  and  ^rdens,  but 
I  have  found  thee  in  thy  temples. 

Thousand  have  been  my  sins,  and  ten  thousand  my 
tnmsgressions ;  bnt  thy  sanctifications  have  remained 
with  me,  and  my  heart,  through  thy  grace,  hath  been  an 
unquenched  coal  upon  thy  altar.  O  Lord,  my  strength, 
I  have  since  my  youth  mot  with  thee  in  all  my  ways,  by 
thy  fatherly  compassions,  by  thy  comfortable  chastise- 
ments, and  by  thy  most  visible  providence.  As  thy  favore 
have  increased  upon  me,  so  have  thy  corrections ;  so  as 
thou  hast  been  alway  near  me,  O  Lord ;  and  ever  as  my 
worldly  blessings  were  exalted,  so  secret  darts  from  thee 
have  pierced  rae ;  and  when  I  have  ascended  before  men, 
I  have  descended  in  humiliation  before  thee. 

And  DOW  when  I  thought  most  of  peace  and  honor, 
thy  hand  is  heavy  npon  me,  and  hath  humbled  me,  ac- 
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to  ihy  former  loviug-kiucUiess,  keeping  me  still 
in  thy  fatherly  school,  not  as  a  bastanl,  but  as  a  child. 
JuaC  are  tliy  jiidgiiicnte  upi>n  itio  for  my  sins,  which  are 
xuort!  in  nuiuLur  th^iii  tho  naiida  of  the  sea,  but  have  no 
report  ion  to  Ihy  mercies  ;  for  \vhiit  aru  tht^  siindb  of  Uie 
a  to  the  sea,  earth,  heavons?  and  alt  tbeso  iiro  nothiug 
;to  thy  mercies. 

Besides   my  innumerable  sins,  I  eoufess  beforu  tboe, 

that  I  am  debtor  to  thee  for  the  gracious  talent  of  thy 

;ift9  and  graces,  which  I  have  neither  put  into  a  napkin, 

or  put  it  (as  I  ought)  to  oxcbangei-s,  where  it  might 

ave  mode  best  profit;    but  misspent  it  in  things  for 

which  I  WA9  least  fit;  so  as  I  may  truly  suy^  my  soul 

atb  been  a  Btrani^er  in  the  course  of  my  pilgrimage.     He 

morciful  unto  me  (O   Uird)  for  my  Saviour's  sake,  and 

receive  me  into  thy  bosom,  or  guide  nm  in  thy  wayn^ 


'      Thiit  I  t4ike  to  be  better  evidcocc  of  the  state  of  his 

mind  at  this  crisis  than  tho  reports  fn>m  Paul's  walk,  the 

Bpeculations  of  courtiers,  or  iX\e  anecdotes  of  the  next 

zuneratiim. 
But  tho  day  passed  over.     Me  was  not  to  die  yet :  and 
Ejt  was  necessary  to  think  t»f  his  account  and  answer  in 

the  inferior  Court,  by  wliich  ho  was  to  be  jvidj^ed  on 
th.     Not  yet  knowing  what  he  was   to  be  ehnrged 
[with,  he  could  not  yet  decide  what  course  tu  tike.     But 

the  examinations  of  the  witnesses  against  him  tiaring  for 
^the  hist  few  days  bucn  taken  *^in  opim  court,**  I  presnmo 

that  he  knew  the  substance  of  their  evidence,  so  far. 
i^.What  more  the  Committees  that  were  at  work  during 

the  recess  would  have  Ut  reftort  to  the  House  at  its  next 
[meeting,  he  could  not  know  :  and   till  he  did,  ho  could 

[»nly  pre[»are  himself  and  wait.  But  he  knew  enough  to 
taee  that  there  was  no  hope  of  acquittal.  Even  if  lie  luid 
jhren  charged  with  nntliing  for  whi' h  he  ctmid  not  oflfi+r  a 
Ljuslincatioii   really  satisfactory   to  hioiself  —  even  if  he 
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bad  done  nothing  which  at  ihe  time  he  did  it  be  knew  or 
believed  to  be  cenaarable  —  hnw  coiiUl  he  hope  to  satiftfy 
his  judges?  In  a  case  which  was  to  be  tiicd  by  a  court 
of  popular  opinion  —  and  the  House  of  Lords  in  those 
days  vfiis  no  better —  in  a  season  of  ptis^ionate  politiod 
excitempiit,  when  ihe  vury  ideas  of  public  nioriJity  were 
in  a  sUite  of  revoluuon,  mid  when,  an  cninnionly  iiiippfnis 
those  who  are  in  most  danger  to  be  suspected  of  tlic 
crime  join  loudest  in  the  hue  and  cry  —  to  have  ha^l  the 
evidence  on  tht'  accusing  ptirt  lying  for  wi'eks  before  the 
world  —  undisputed,  miesamined,  unexplained  —  for  all 
men  to  talk  of  and  form  their  iinpre».sions  upon,  whs  a 
disadvantage  too  heavy  for  any  defense  to  overcome,  even 
if  the  case  had  boon  in  itself  sonnd  and  clear.  But  Ba- 
con's case  wiis  not  so.  He  found  when  ho  canio  to  ex- 
I'&Tuine  it  that  he  was  to  be  itcoubcd  of  some  things  which 
be  could  neither  deny  nor  honestly  attempt  to  justify. 
The  Bcntenco  therefore  was  certain  to  go  against  him  ; 
and  the  question  was,  what  penalties  the  offense  entjiilcd, 
and  what  coutw  was  moat  likely  to  dispose  tlie  judges  to 
be  lenient. 

He  reviewed  the  records  of  cases  bearing  analogy  to  his  ' 
own,  especially  with  reference  to  the  judgments  passed. 

Among  these  that  of  Sir  William  Thorpe,  whose  of- 
fense **wjtB  talcing  of  money  from  five  several  persona  that 
were  felons,  for  staying  their  process  of  exigent;  so  that  it 
made  hiin  a  kind  of  accessoi'y  of  felony,  and  touched  upon 
matter  capital,'*  seems  to  be  m<»3t  in  point.  Hut  he  was  i 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  I  have  already  pointed  out  tho ; 
difference  which  the  law  had  left  between  a  Justice  and 
a  Chancellor  in  the  matter  of  receiving  gifts.  It  had 
bound  tho  one,  but  not  tlje  other,  by  a  carefully  worded 
oatlu  to  take  none.  That  the  distinction  w;is  a  material 
one  in  the  eyes  of  a  lawyer,  I  infer  from  Coke's  com- 
mentary upon  Fortescue's  definition  of  Bribery  (wliich  he 
takes  for  his  text),  the  most  materuil  wonls  of  which  ho 
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*'  wurrniitfd  *'  —  not  by  ai»y  «ct  of  purlia- 

aent  or  jn(lici«l  (ieeisiun  nr  rec*^ivp<l  (lnctnii«  of  cimtmnn 

ixF  —  but '*  bv    the   onth  "  :  unci    from  his  n^mnilc  tliiit 

Jribery,  though  only  ii  uiisprisiont  U  "  n  ffrnat  uiwpnnion  ; 

jfor  thnt  it  is  vycv  acuoinpunitfil  with  perjury."     Kvc^n  if 

lie  difi'eivnce  came  by  accidiuit  timl  ovoiftij;ht,  h  (roiivt 

»f  law  wits  Tiot  coinptrtent  to  riMuove  it,  luul  wiiA  bound  to 

bvkc  it  into  account  wliilo  it  remained.    But  in  tin*  rt*cord 

>(  Thurpe'fl  rase  therow:i8**»  pRviwi  proviso  that  tlio 

Itidginent  and  prooetHling  should  not  bti  drawn  into  exam* 

l«  ngainst  any.  and  eajiecially  not  a;^iiu(*l  any  who  hud 

lot   taken    the   Idci:  oath."     Aftf.r  which  Iho  diffiMvncu 

snld  no  longer  be  regaiiJed  ss  an  ov©r«iglit ;  Iwing  thfu 

i*» libera t<-*ly  rocogni^ed  and  allnwi'd,  and  not  ri'iuo\>d  by 

iny  amendment  after.     And    if    liuuou  bad  thought  it 

jght  to  defend  him&elf,  it  is  easy  to  soe  liow  strong  ati 

fti^umont  in  his  own  favor  ho  might  huvu  oxtractvd  oat 

.of  that  precetlont. 

I  But  bt>fore  he  deoidpd  what  to  do  ho  desirot)  to  ioe 
nnd  spt'ak  witli  the  fvlny;:  whi»,  afti^r  Bomu  hi*sita(ion,  and 
^ consul tiition  with  thu»o  of  bis  Cotuicil  who  wrro  nifuibeift 
it  the  Upper  Houflo,  consont<Hl  to  admit  him  to  &  private 
interview  tlw!  day  bL*foie  the  Houaea  mot  again.  Of  tho 
^^Sdbstjmce  of  what  p:i5i»c4l  at  this  intorvii'w,  which  ban 
^Kbeen  nuicli  -misundorstood,  and  is  important,  wo  nru  for- 
^Btunato  in  havinij  unusnally  good  means  of  judging, — 
^b^avon'ts  own  noti-s  of  what  he  ititfiided  to  say;  tin?  Lord 
^PTreaflurer'a  report  to  tho  Lords  of  what  ho  did  say, — 
which  was  of  eoiirse  the  King'a  report;  and  a  h'ltur  from 
Hucon  to  the  King,  written  a  ft?w  days  afti>r,  rt»minding 
him  of  what  hu  hiul  naid  ;  which  buing  all  quito  contiist- 
lOnt  with  each  other,  it  is  not  nt-reKsary  to  resort  on  this 
loecaHion  to  tho  romininrenci'S  of  Thomas  Bushel,  writing 
lit  fifty-fright  of  things  which  happened  when  he  waa  eigh- 
''Icen  and  which  then  he  coidd  only  have  known  by  report. 
T  1'-.v.»  i.li.:t.l\  <]hjm,;<i(1  of  lli.ni  more  eonveniently  by  ro- 
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forring  tliom  to  »  similar  ocoiaion  wlituti  liHd  bapponed 
some  weoks  liuCory,* — a  mistake  easily  made  at  iJutUis- 
tiinoe.  Hut  at  any  rate  there  is  no  room  (or  them  here, 
for  they  do  notfitwitli  wliat  wo  know  on  better  aatborlty. 

Of  BtiC'iin's  notes  of  what  he  meant  to  say,  two  versions 
were  found  among  liis  pupers, — one  of  whicli.  though  ap- 
parently mt-atit  fur  an  eulai^ed  and  improved  verston  of 
the  other,  remains  unfinished.  The  othcrt  wliich  appears 
to  luive  been  A\Titten  to  diotati(fn,  is  cnmjilete  in  itself, 
and  runa  thus;  — 

There  be  three  decrees  or  cases  of  bribery  charged  or 
supposed  ill  a  Judge: 

1.  The  Aral,  of  barg^  or  contract  for  reward  to  pre- 
Tont  justice,  pendente  lite. 

2.  The  second,  where  the  Judge  conceives  the  cause  to 
be  at  an  end  by  the  information  of  the  party,  or  other- 
wise, and  uscth  not  such  diligence  as  be  ought  to  inquire 
of  it 

3.  And  the  third,  when  the  cause  is  really  ended,  and  it 
ia  sinnfraude  without  relation  to  any  precedent  promise- 
Now  if  I  miglit  see  the  particulars   of   my  chnrgc,  I 

should  deal  plainly  with  your  Majesty,  in  whether  of 
these  degrees  every  particular  case  bills. 

But  for  the  first  of  them,  I  take  myself  to  be  as  irmo- 
OL*ut  lis  any  boru  upon  St.  Intiocunts  day,  in  my  heart.^ 

For  the  second,  I  doubt  in  some  particuhirs  I  ni;iy  bo 
faulty. 

And  for  the  li»st,  I  cotu;«ived  it  to  be  no  fault,  but 
lliei-ein  I  desire  to  be  better  informed,  that  I  may  be 
twice  penitent,  once  for  the  fact,  and  agiiin  for  the  eiTor. 
For  I  had  rnther  ha  ii  briber,  than  a  deft'iider  of  brills. 

I  rauat  likewise  w»nft"S3  to  your  Majesty  that  at  New- 
year's  tides  and  likewise  at  my  first  coming  in  (wliich 
was  as  it  were  my  wedding),  I  did  not  so  preclstdy  as 

1  Alwire.  p.  442. 

>  Tite  tnUowine  Mntonca  in  erottM  ant .  "And  yet  porb»pa  In  Moie  twn  gr 
lbr7«  itf  lltpm  till-  |ir<v>f«  m«.v  ttiinil  pnti^nant  to  tlio  contrary." 
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perhaps  I  ought  examinu  whether  those  that  presented 
me  hft«l  causes  before  me,  yea  or  no, 

Aiul  tliis  18  giinply  all  that  I  can  say  for  the  present 
concerning  my  chai'ge  until  I  may  receive  it  more  partic- 
vilurly.  And  all  tliis  while»  I  do  not  fly  to  tlmt^  as  to  say, 
tliat  theKe  things  are  vitia  temportn  and  not  vitia  hominix. 

For  my  fortune,  aummti  aummarum  wilh  me  is,  that  I 
may  not  be  made  altogether  unprofitable  to  do  your  Maj- 
eaty  service  or  honor.  If  your  Majesty  continue  me  as  1 
am,  I  hope  I  shall  be  ii  new  man,  and  shall  reform  things 
out  of  feeling,  moi-e  than  annthcr  can  do  out  of  example. 
H  I  oast  part  of  my  burden,  I  shall  be  more  strong  and 
delivr^  to  bear  the  rest.  And,  to  tell  your  Majesty  what 
my  thoughts  run  upon,  I  think  of  writing  a  storj-  of  Eng- 
huid,  and  of  re-compiling  of  your  laws  into  a  better  digest. 

But  to  conclude,  1  most  humbly  pray  your  Majesty's 
direction  and  advice.  For  as  your  Majesty  hath  used  to 
give  me  the  attribute  of  care  uf  your  buHinesH,  so  I  must 
now  cast  the  care  of  myself  upon  God  uud  you. 

Of  this  interview  and  the  result  of  it  the  Lords  were 
duly  inftiriued  the  next  day  by  the  Lord  Treasurer;  fn^m 
whose  report  wo  learn  very  distinctly  the  position  taken 
both  by  Bacon  and  the  King  in  the  matter,  at  this  stago 
of  the  proceeding. 

The  Lord  Treasurer  Bigiiilled.  thai,  in  the  iuterim  of  this 
.tioH,  dm  Lord  Chuiioellor  was  an  humble  snitor  unto  liis 
Mjijesty,  that  he  nii;;ht  gtie  hia  Majesty  and  spenk  with  liim; 
and  although  litu  MiijcHty,  in  re<i|)eci  of  tlie  Lord  Clmncollor's 
persoiK  and  of  the  place  he  hohU.  might  have  (pven  his  Lord- 
fthip  that  fuvor.  yet,  for  that  hi»  l^ordsliip  ih  umler  tho  trial  of 
lliiv  Hou9«,  ht9  i^Tfgesty  wonld  not  on  the  sudilen  grant  it. 

That,  on  Sunday  UaU  the  Kiofr  calling  all  the  Lords  of  this 
Rouse  which  were  of  his  <_!ouncil  before  him,  it  pleased  hia 
Majesty  to  show  ihcir  I^ordships  what  was  desired  by  the  Lord 
t'liHnwllor,  demnmling  tla-ir  T-'nUliiji*'  advice  therein. 

The  Lords  did  not  pi-eaumc  to  advisn  l.ih  Majfi^iy;  fur  ili.it 
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his   Mftjesty  did  stiddccly  propound  such  a  course  as  all  th«  i 
world  could  not  advise  n  better;  irhicb  ww,  that  bi»  Majcity 
would  s|>cak  with  him  privately. 

Thai  ye6tenlu\%  ItJii  Majesty  ailmiuiog  the  Lonl  Cliuncellor 
la  his  presonce,  hi^  Lordship  desired  lliat  lie  mi;.dit  have  u 
particuUr  uf  (hose  mAttent  wlterewith  he  is  chargeti  before  the 
Lords  of  this  IIoubo  ;  for  that  it  was  not  possible  for  bim,  who  \ 
nan  so  niuny  orders  and  decrees  in  a  ye^ir,  to  remeuiber  nil 
ihiogs  that  fell  out  in  Uieui ;  and  tlmt,  tlii^  being  grftntedt  Ida 
lordship  would  deftire  two  requesUt  of  hU  Aliijei^iy.  L  lltat, 
where  his  answers  slmuld  be  fuir  and^clear  to  those  things  ob> 
jeclod  against  him.  hi^  Tyordsliip  might  stand  upon  his  iuuo- 
cency.  2.  Where  his  unswer  should  not  be  so  fiiir  and  clear, 
there  hia  Lord>tliIp  might  l>e  admitleil  to  tlie  exteiniatiou  of  the 
charge ;  aud  where  the  proofs  were  full,  and  nndeuiahle.  bis 
Lordship  would  ingenuously  confess  them,  and  put  hioaitelf  upoti 
the  mercy  of  the  Lords. 

Unto  all  which  hia  Majesty's  answer  was,  he  referred  him  to 
the  Lords  of  ihiif  Hoiise^  and  thereof  his  HajcHty  willed  bis 
Lordship  to  make  report  to  Uioir  Lordships. 

Bacon  therefore  not  yet  knowing  the  depth  nnd  extent 
of  the  clmrge,  but  knowing  that  therti  wore  some  things 
ill  it  wliieh  he  could  not  cleiivly  justify,  wished  the  pro- 
ceeding to  be  so  arranged  that  he  might  defend  himself 
where  he  beli<»ved  lh:it  he  was  nnt  guilty;  ftxpLiin  him- 
self where  he  believed  that  he  w;u*  not  so  guilty  :ls  the 
charge  implied;  and  whrre  be  could  not  either  deny  or 
extenuate  the  offense,  plead  guilty  and  submit.  The 
King,  on  his  part,  simply  declined  to  interfere,  even  by 
the  expression  uf  un  opinion  or  a  wislij  with  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Lords. 

The  notice  thoy  took  of  the  communication  was  merely 
A  message  of  thanks  to  the  King  for  bis  favor;  the  swear- 
ing of  seventeen  more  wltneHsea  in  causd  domini  Can- 
cellarii,  and  an  order  Uy  their  Committees  to  *■"  prepare 
the  examinations  against ''  liim,  and  make  their  report 
the  next  morning  ;  •*  to  the  end  their  Lordships  may  give 
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10  Lord  Cttaiici;llor  such  particulnrs  of  his  cbargu  tts 
tlii?ir  Lordships  Hhiill  jiulj^e  fit."  Tlif  iioxt  duy  {^ApvU 
lUth)  the  C-omniittees  made  their  sovi-nil  i*oporls  iiccord- 
igly.  The  wcaminai  ions  (anmuiUiiig  to  tliirty  or  forty) 
rcrci  ikikI  ;  and  because  "tliese  exautiimliuim  were  taken 
}y  thi'fH)  fativcml  Coniinittoe.s,  and  somo  wci'e  taken  Uuro 
tliv  HoiisiN  unit  the  cxaminutionH  of  the  otio  spoku  o£ 
mne  of  the  «am(?  things  taken  by  tlie  other,  it  \r,in  a^jrccd 
liat  the  threu  Conmiitttn^s  bhould  meet  Itjgt-iher  (attuuded 
^y  the  King's  Counsel)  to  make  oni;  brief  of  nil  thfse  ex- 
iinjnations;"  also  that  thoy  wem  in  the  mean  tium  to 
^*coutiuati  to  reci^ive  ccimphiints  and  take  exiiniinationa 
in  the  sanio  cause."  After  wliich  the  House  was  ad- 
journed to  the  2itli. 

When  he  know  what  had  passed  on  the  19th,  Baoon 
gave  up  all  thought  of  standing  upon  his  defense.  The 
^Bptrtii-les  were  too  many,  and  the  mind  of  the  Mouse  too 
^■uanifestty  made  up.  The  best  he  could  hope  was  to 
^Kvoid  a  formal  sentence  by  a  confession  and  submtssioa. 
^K)u  the  20th,  in  a  letter  of  thiinkn  to  the  Kiii^  for  having 
^■Rdmittod  bin)  to  an  inten-iew,  he  still  spea^ka  of  waiting 
t4»  hear  hia  churge  befoi-o  he  answers  particulars,  and  then 
of  answering  with  the  same  diBtinctions  which  he  Imd 
Ircady  indicated  ;  in  sunie  things  justifying,  in  others 
(t^'nuatlng,  in  llio  rest  confessing.  But  npon  further 
>ntti*luraUon  he  seems  to  have  conceived  a  hope  ihi\t  a 
;eneral  cnnfeHsion  and  submission,  withuul  waiting  for 
hv-  ehitrge  and  tlu*i*eforo  without  entering  into  tho  par- 
ticolars,  might  be  accepted  as  suHieient ;  and  that  means 
light  be  found  to  persuade  the  Lords  (the  prccedenta  of 
Dclk  cnsi'n  U'ing  fuw  und  lot«o  and  without  any  settled 
]les  of  proceeiling)  to  be  content  with  hifi  resignation  of 
ae  seul,  and  no  to  let  the  tnatier  end.  in  that  hnpu  ho 
look  advantage  of  the  short  tuljoarniuent  to  appc.U  to  tho 
king  for  help,  and  to  di'aw  up  his  letter  of  submission  to 
iiu  Lords;  with  what  reside  we  sliall  see. 
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The  three  following  letters  i*eqnire  no  further  eKplutiii- 
tion. 

to  this  kjkg. 

It  mat  plbask  your  most  excellekt  Ma-testy, — \ 
1  think  mysolf  infiuitely  botunleii  to  your  MajoBty,  fnr 
vouchsafing  uw.  access  to  your  Uoyal  Pt?i*8ijii,  and  to  touch 
tho  hem  of  y<»ir  g;irnnMil.  I  tnn^  your  Miijesty  iniitateth 
him  that  would  not  break  the  broken  reed,  nor  quonch 
the  smoking  flax;  and  as  your  Majesty  inutatvth  Christ, 
so  I  hope  assuredly  my  Lords  of  the  Upper  House  will 
imitate  you;  and  unto  your  Majesty's  grace  and  uusrey, 
and  next  to  my  Ixirds.  1  recommend  myself.  It  is  not 
possible,  nor  it  were  not  aaf(',  for  me  to  answer  particulars 
till  I  have  niy  charge  i  which  when  I  sliall  receive^  I  shall 
witliout  fig-leavfa  or  diftguise  exruae  what  I  win  excuse, 
extenuate  wlnit  I  can  extenuate,  and  ingenuouidy  ooufesa 
what  1  can  neither  clear  nor  extenuate.  And  if  there  l)e 
anything  which  I  inought  conceive  to  be  no  oiTense,  and 
yet  is,  I  desire  to  he  informed,  that  I  may  be  twice  peni- 
tent, once  for  my  fault,  and  the  second  time  for  my  error. 
And  so  submitting  all  that  I  am  to  your  Majesty's  grace, 
I  ivst 

20  April,  I6*il. 


TO  THE  KDCQS  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

It  may  pleasic  tour  Majesty, — It  hath  plwised 
God  for  these  thn»o  days  p:iitt.  to  visit  mo  with  such  ex- 
tremity of  head;iche,  upon  the  hintler  part  of  my  head, 
fixed  in  one  place,  that  I  thought  verily  it  had  Ijeen  some 
iniposthumation.  And  then  the  Uttle  phyaic  that  I  have 
told  me,  that  either  it  nmst  grow  to  a  congel(itii;n,  and 
so  to  a  lethargy,  or  to  break,  and  so  to  a  mortal  fever 
or  sudden  dwith.  Wbioh  apprehension  (and  cliiefly  the 
anguish  of  the  pain)  made  me  unable  to  think  of  any 
bnsine&s.  But  now  that  the  pain  itself  is  assuaged  to  he 
tolerable,  I  resume  the  e;ire  of  my  business,  and  therein 
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proBtrate  myaeU  again,  by  my  letter,  at  your  Majesty's 
foot. 

Your  Mtijosty  can  l)«ar  me  witness,  that  at  my  last  ao 
comfortable  access  I  did  not  so  muuli  as  more  your  Maj- 
esty, by  your  absolute  power  of  pitixlon  or  otherwise,  to 
Uke  tny  cuuhc  into  Y*»ti'  hands  and  to  interpose  between 
the  sentence  of  the  flouse ;  and  acoording  to  mine  own 
desire,  yuur  Majesty  left  it  to  the  eeiitcnce  of  the  House, 
and  811  wjia  reported  by  my  Lord  Treasurer, 

Hut  now  if  uotper  omnipotentiam  (as  tlie  divines  speak) 
but  per  pott'Hatem  iuaviter  ditponentem,  your  Majesty  will 
gnieiuusly  save  me  from  a.  sentence  with  the  good  liking 
of  the  Uouse^  and  that  cup  may  piiss  from  me  ;  it  is  the 
utmost  of  my  desires. 

This  I  iiiovo  with  ilie  more  belief,  because  I  assure  my- 
self that  if  it  be  reformation  that  is  sought,  the  very  tak- 
ing away  the  s«d,  ujx>ii  my  genend  submisaion^  will  ba 
as  n)iich  in  example  fur  ihi-ite  four  huiidroil  years,  its  any 
funler  severity. 

The  means  of  this  I  most  luimbly  leave  unto  your 
Majesty.  Hut  aurely  I  cono^ive,  that  your  Majesty  open- 
ing yourself  in  this  kind  to  tlie  Lonls  Counsellors,  and  r 
motion  from  the  Prince  after  my  submission,  and  my 
Lord  Man]uis  using  liis  interest  ^vith  his  frleiida  in  the 
House,  may  effect  the  sparing  of  a  sentence;  I  making 
my  hnmlile  suit  to  the  House  for  that  pur|)ose,  joined 
with  the  delivery  of  tliL^  seal  into  your  Alftjesty's  hands. 

This  is  the  last  suit  I  shall  make  to  your  Majesty  in 
this  biiaine«M,  prf»stratin<i;  myself  at  ytmr  mercy-seat,  after 
fifteen  years'  service,  wherein  1  have  served  your  Majesty 
in  my  poor  endeavors  with  an  entire  heart,  and  as  1  pn"- 
Bumed  to  say  unto  your  Majesty,  am  still  a.  virgin  for 
matters  that  conwM'n  your  fn^rson  or  crowt» ;  and  now 
only  craving  that  after  eight  8t*»p8  of  honor  I  be  not  pre- 
cipitated altogether. 

But  because  he  that  hath  tjiken  bribes  is  apt  to  give 
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bribes,  I  will  go  funier,  and  present  your  Mnjesty  with  h 
bribe.  For  if  yoav  Majesty  give  n»e  peace  and  loisure, 
and  God  give  mo  life,  I  will  present  your  Mfijesty  wi*h 
n  good  history  of  KngliiTiil,  iind  u  better  digest  of  your 
laws.  And  so  concluding  with  my  prayei-Sf  I  rest 
Your  Majesty's  aiHicti'd, 

but  ever  devoted  servant, 

Fu.  St.  Alban,  Cano. 

21  April,  IfiSI. 

To   THE    KtGHT    HONORABLK    TITE    LORDS    OF  TBR    PARI.IAMKXt , 
IM    TUB   IJyPKK    IIOUSB    A8SCMIIXRI>. 

Tht  humbit!  Submission  a»ti  Hupplicaiion  lyfiht  Lord  Chnncellor. 

It  may  please  youk  Lordships,  —  I  shall  humbly 
crave  at  your  I^urdships'  bauds  a  benign  interpretation 
of  that  wliicb  I  shall  now  write.  For  words  tliat  come 
from  wasted  spirits  and  an  oppressed  mind  are  niore 
safe  in  being  deposited  in  a  noble  construction,  than  in 
being  circled  with  ar»y  reserved  caution. 

This  IxMng  moved,  and  as  I  hope  obtained,  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  protection  to  all  thnt  I  shall  say,  I  shall  now 
make  into  the  rest  of  that  Avherewith  I  shall  at  tliis  time 
trouble  your  Lordships,  a  very  strange  etitrance.  For  in 
the  midst  of  a  state  of  as  great  atflietion  as  I  think  a 
mortal  man  can  endure  (honor  being  above  life),  I  shall 
begin  with  the  profi^aaing  of  gladness  in  some  things. 

The  first  is,  that  hereafter  the  greatness  of  a  judge  or 
magistrate  shall  be  no  sancttmry  or  protection  of  guilti- 
ness; which,  m  few  words,  is  tlie  beginning  of  u  golden 
world. 

The  next,  that  after  this  example,  it  is  like  that  judges 
ivill  fly  from  anything  that  is  in  the  likeness  of  corrup- 
tion (though  it  were  at  a  great  distance),  as  from  a  ser- 
pent ;  which  tendeth  to  tlie  ptirging  of  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  reducing  them  to  their  true  honor  and 
splendor. 

And  in  these  two  points  God  is  my  witness  tliafc,  tliongb 
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it  bo  my  forttino  to  be  the  nnvil  whoroupon  these  good 
effects  are  bfut»'n  ami  wrniiglit,  I  take  no  small  comfort. 

But  to  pass  from  tbe  motions  o(  my  heart,  whereof 
God  is  only  juJgo,  to  the  merits  of  my  cause,  whuroof 
your  Ijordsliips  are  jinlgcs,  unili-r  Grnl  ami  lus  liciitfiiant; 
1  do  undfM-Ktami  there  hath  bet^n  lifrtftofuro  txpectcd 
from  me  some  jiistiBoation  ;  and  therefore  I  have  chosen 
nn<*  (tiiiv  jtislifiriLtioii  instead  of  all  otlier,  out  of  the  jtis- 
tifieatioiia  of  Job.  Kor  after  tlie  clear  submisaioii  and 
ronfessioa  wbieli  I  shall  now  make  nnto  your  LonLshipSi 
I  hope  T  may  say  and  jnstify  with  Job  in  these  words: 
J  have  7iot  hid  nv/  sin  an  did  Adnm^  nor  et.meeah'd  my 
faultB  in  my  hofom.  Tliis  is  tbe  only  jiiHtiGcation  which 
I  will  use. 

It  restt'th  therefore,  that,  without  fig-leaves,  I  do  in- 
gpiuiously  eonfesa  and  acknowledge,  that  having  under- 
Ftitod  the  particulars  of  the  charge,  not  formally  from  tlio 
Huiise,  but  enoujili  to  inform  my  canseience  and  memory, 
I  iind  matter  satliciont  and  full,  both  to  move  nie  to  de- 
sert the  df'fense,  and  to  move  your  Lordships  to  condemn 
and  L'ltnsuru  me. 

Neither  will  I  trouble  your  Lonlships  by  singling  those 
partiouliirs,  which  I  tliink  may  fall  off. 

Quid  te  axempta  juvat  sptjiis  de  pUtribufi  unaf 

Neither  will  I  prompt  your  Lordships  to  observe  npon 
the  proofs,  whore  they  como  not  home,  or  thu  Rcniples 
tmiciiing  the  credits  of  the  witnesses.  KiMther  will  I 
represent  unto  your  Lordships,  how  far  a  defense  might 
in  divprs  fhin^  I'xteimate  the  offense,  in  respect  of  the 
lime  or  mnnrnT  uf  thr  gift,  or  the  like  cinninistttheeH, 
but  only  Univo  these  things  to  spring  out  of  your  own 
uoble  thoughts,  and  observations  of  tlie  evidenre  and  ex- 
aminations themselves;  and  charitably  to  wind  aUmt  the 
partieulara  of  tbe  charge  hero  and  there,  as  God  shall 
put  into  your  mind ;  and  so  submit  myself  wholly  to 
your  piety  and  grace. 
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And  now  that  I  have  spoken  to  your  Ixtriliihips  hs 
Jiulges,  I  shall  say  a  ft»w  words  to  you  as  Peers  and  Prel- 
aU's,  liiimbly  commending  my  cituse  to  your  noble  minds 
and  ntiignanimous  afl[»*c'tionB. 

Yonr  Lonlshipa  aro  not  simplo  Judges,  but  I*arli;i- 
mentary  Jndgea ;  yon  luive  a  furthur  extent  of  arbitrary 
power  than  otJier  courts;  and  if  your  Lordships  be  nut 
tied  by  the  ordinary  wturse  of  courts  or  prewdcnts  in 
points  i»f  strictiu'ss  and  st^vcnty,  much  more  in  points  of 
mercy  ami  mitigation. 

And  yet  if  anything  I  sliall  move  might  he  contrary 
to  your  liouonible  ajid  worthy  enda  to  introduce  a  refor- 
mation. I  Hhould  not  seek  it.  But  herein  I  beseech  your 
Lordships  to  give  me  Uave  to  tell  you  a  story.  Titus 
Mimiius  took  liis  son's  life  for  giving  battle  ugainst  the 
prohibition  of  his  genend  :  not  many  j'^earsaftvp,  the  like 
severity  was  pursued  by  Papirius  Cursor,  the  Dictator, 
Hgainst  Quintus  Maximus,  who  being  u^ion  the  putnc  to 
be  sentenced,  bj'  the  intercession  of  some  principal  per- 
sons of  the  senate  was  spared  :  whereupon  Livy  maketh 
this  grave  and  gmcious  observation.  Neque  minus  fir- 
mata  est  dhciplhia  viiHtarit  pericnh  Quinti  Mnjimu 
quam  muerabili  suppUeio  Titi  Manlii.  The  diBciphutt 
of  war  was  no  less  established  by  the  qncstioningof  Quin- 
tiiB  Maximns,  than  by  the  punishment  of  Titus  Manlliia. 
And  the  same  reason  is  of  the  roforaiation  of  justice ;  for 
the  questioning  of  mnn  of  emin*>nt  phire  hath  the  same 
terror,  thongh  nut  the  same  rigor,  with  the  punishment. 

liut  Diy  case  standeth  not  there.  Kor  my  humble  de- 
sire isi  that  his  Majesty  would  take  the  seul  into  hia 
bands,  which  is  a  great  downfull.  and  may  Bi>rve  I  hope 
in  itstlf  fi)r  an  expiation  of  my  faults. 

Tlieri-'fore,  if  mercy  and  mitigation  be  in  your  power, 
and  do  no  ways  cross  your  ends,  wliy  should  I  not  hope 
of  your  Lordships  favor  and  commiseration  ? 

Your  Lordbhipa  will  bu  pleased  to  behold  your  chief 
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;jMitterii,  the  King  oiir  Sovereign,  a  King  uf  inooinp:irable 
cli'inency,  and  wlioae  bcart  is  inKi-nitublu  for  wUcloin  and 
goodnesa.  Your  Lordsl»ipa  will  mnninber,  tlirit  llioro  si\t 
not  these  huiidi-ed  yours  before  a  I'rtnce  in  your  buttso, 
ftitd  nevoi"  audi  u  Princi*,  wbnsc  prcsontie  destrvetb  to  be 
iu;ulti  nicniovttbUi  by  rocords  and  acts  niixud  of  niercy 
and  justiiit*.  Yourftolvea  are  either  nobles  (and  comp»K- 
fiion  ever  beateth  in  the  veins  of  noble  bloo«l)  or  rever- 
end preliitcs,  who  iiru  the  si.'rvanta  of  Him  thitt  woidd 
not  btvak  tbe  bruised  reed  nor  quench  tbe  smoking  flax. 
You  all  sit  upon  one  high  stage*,  and  therpfoi*«  cannot 
but  be  more  stMisible  of  the  changes  of  the  world,  and  of 
tbe  fall  of  any  of  high  plaoe. 

Neither  will  your  Lordships  forget  tluil.  tbere  are  vitui 
tevipotis  a8  welt  as  vida  hvmini»^  and  tliat  the  begimiing 
of  reformations  hath  the  coutnu'y  power  of  the  pool  of 
Belheadu,  for  that  had  strength  to  cure  oidy  him  that 
was  lirst  cast  in.  and  this  hath  commonly  strength  to 
hurt  bim  only  that  in  Hrat  cast  in.  And  for  my  part,  I 
wish  it  may  stay  there,  and  go  no  further. 

I^mtly,  I  jvssure  myself  your  J^urdsliips  have  a  noble 

^■.feeling  of  me,  aa  a  member  of  your  owu  body,  and  one 

^^tbat  in  this  very  session  hud  some  tiisto  of  yonr  loving 

affections;  which  I  hope  was  not  a  lightning  before  the 

^ death  of  them,  but  rather  a  sfuuk  of  that  gr;ice  which 

now  in  the  eonclusioit  will  more  appear. 

And,  ihereforo,  my  hund>le  suit  to  your  Lordships  is, 

tthat  my  penitent  fiubmt5«ion  may  be  my  sentence,  and 
the  Insa  of  the  sea!  my  punishment;  and  that  ynur  Lord- 
Bhipa  will  spare  any  further  sentence,  but  rociimmeud  me 
to  lita  Majesty*s  graee  and  pardon  for  nil  that  is  past. 
God's  Holy  Spirit  be  amongst  you. 

Your  Lordships*  humble 

servant  anil  auppliant, 

Fk.  St.  Alban,  Catw. 


Aprils?.  IG2I. 
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If  it  liiid  bcuu  possible  tu  settle  the  matbt*r  iu  this  way, 
a  fairer  and  juBter  impression  of  the  merits  of  the  case 
would  have  b«on  Mt  in  the  popnhir  mind  tliun  could 
have  l^oi-n  mnde  Uy  uiiy  utlier  iiuurse,  sliort  of  u  full  trial 
ill  upvn  court,  with  distinct  discussion  of  every  charge: 
which  discussion  could  not  lijtv«  been  complete  without 
opportunity  given  to  the  deft-ndant  "  to  except  to  th« 
witnesses  bi-ought  ngninst  Idm  ;  to  move  questions  for 
thfir  cross-oxutnination ;  and  t*i  produce  his  own  wit- 
nesses fur  discovery  of  the  truth."  *  I  do  not  dfiubt  that 
the  Bcvcrni  Committees  had  done  their  best  to  crt«8- 
exaraine  and  test  thr  witnessi^s  ;  but  what  could  their 
bi'st  by  wortli  willmut  the  help  of  suggestions  from  thw 
p:irty  accused  ?  One  Oumniiltee  consislt'd  of  the  Earl 
of  Anindrl,  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  T^ord  ShWfiold,  jind 
Lord  Ilunsdon.  Another  of  th*?  ICitrl  of  Huntingdon, 
the  Uishop  of  Winchester,  I^rd  Wcntwnrth,  and  Lord 
Houghton ;  Hie  third  of  the  K;u*l  of  Southampton,  the 
Bii^liop  of  Coventry  and  Lii'ldiehl,  Lord  S^K'ncer,  and 
Lord  Saye  and  Seal.  All  worthy  men,  for  unything  I 
know  to  the  contniry,  and  fiiirly  chosen  aa  having  no 
personal  inteivst  in  the  parties  or  the  cause.  I  diiru  say 
they  would  hav<t  made  very  good  juries  —  possibly  very 
good  judges  —  in  a  case  properly  set  forth  before  them. 
But  the  pro[>er  setting  forth  of  a  ease  implies  tlie  hearing 
of  both  aides;  and  they  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing 
more  than  one.  For  even  if  they  Inid  sagacity  enough 
to  cross-examine  the  several  deftonent-s  judiciously,  they 
could  not  have  the  infurnuition  necessary  to  guide  tlie 
cross*oxaniination.  The  depositions  may  have  contained 
statements  whieh,  though  not  improbable  in  themsch'es, 
were  incompatible  with  other  provable  faets,  known  to 
the  party  accused,  Imt  not  possible  to  be  known  to  them 
without  his  prompting.  The  nnsutisfactory  part  of  the 
nrrangcmcnt  was  that  these  Conimiltei^s  of  four,  when 
1  See  Bbooa'i  (Int  letter  lo  lb*  Uird*,  Mtrcb  ID,  p.  ih'i. 
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^uicy  hnd  heard  tliu  ciim  for  the  prosraulion  (which  vms 

hi  fact  nil  they  did),  becsime  of  necessity  (without  heni> 

Jng  any  more)  juilges  of  tiiR  wholt;  caan.     For  though 

fchu  dtcisioii   rest^fd    formiiMy   in  ihu  vtit«  of   thu  whole 

louse,  what  ci>ulfl  the  whole  House  dn  with  the  forty  or 

Sfty  depositinna  whicli  they  heJiitl  rcail  out  hy  the  Clerk, 

t>ut  accept  them  on  the  autttorlty  of  tliusu  Cummittrea 

without  furtiier  question  ?     It  would  bo  hardly  fair  per- 

Biu|w  to  comparu  it  with  a  imxlern  trial  in  which  the  jury 

should  give  their  veixiict  aftt?r  liearing  only  the  oxamina- 

fciou  in  rhip.f  of  tlie  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  ;  for  in 

Jiat  case  the  witnessis  would  he  partially  seh*<!tt'd,  and 

fche   <pU"Stions  carofuJIy  contrived    to   support    tlie  Ciuie. 

But  every  man's  experience  of  the  di(Toronco  in  the  hs- 

^■jpect  of  a  witiiesAB  evidence  before  cnjss-i'Xarniiiation  and 

^Kfter,  will  enable  him  to  underatniid  liow  unsntisfnctory 

^Ludi  a  process  w:i3  for  the  discorery  nf  the  truth  in  such 

^M  question.     To  wake  their  reports  of  any  vsdne,  every 

^ppne  of  these  Committci's  of  four  ought  to  have  contained 

at  least  one  meuiber  in  conmiuuication  with  Bitcon,  and 

watching  the  evidence  on  his  behalf.     One  instance  wis 

happen  to  know  of,  though  only  by  uooident.  where  the 

Kviiience  of   a  witness  in  a  cise  closely  connected  with 

Jrcou'b  and    resembling   it  in  all    material  points,  was 

found  by   the  Couimittet?  itself  to  be  so  motliHed  when 

be  came  tu  be  exiimined  on  his  o;ith,  that  upon  their 

eport  the  House  forbore  to  j)aa8  sentonoe.      Ramlolph 

)nvenpoi  t,  ttne  of  Bacon's  servitnts,  —  whoso  evidence 

Rg.iinst  the  Bishop  of  Landail,  as  reported  front  the  Oom- 

ninns,  scemii  as  precise,  as  circuuistiuitial,  and  as  conclu- 

Bivu  as  any  of  the  evidence  against  Bacon  himself,^  —  be* 


I  Tl)#  ttltd  ft  vrliat  thu  CoitfirTence  Conimtttr*  of  (b«  Cominon»  rtprvwntrd 
kill)  >*  having  ilrI[vL-iiit  (u  tliftn  irs«  ihst  hts  httd  hhtiielf  bMti  vmpto^c-<1  ■(  iha 
[|i»hf>|»'*  ifitfUuoA  In  an  Aircmjit  to  pn>(.'iin:  iu  Om  muDiitr  Aiid  ff>r  lh«  cnn»id«>m- 

|bt>ll«  ff>l|i>«liit;.  ■   lf.-\*  llraf liiK  i>r  n  ctktv  wlljch   llil't    hH-n  dvfi'M.      1  lt«    i 
uuit  nlioiii  Kiv  *lL-ciil4in  1)1(1  ^i•^nv  was  to  L'ti);«K«,  in  >-ii*e  llicy  (^>t  it  rwv- 
Efo  f>ny  X'(t,OO0,  to  Ije  "ftlitivil  Aoiongat  ibem  tod  certaLa  lioiioribla  pwt>nii«,  ' 
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lag  examined  on  oath  by  tbf^  Lords,  '^did  not  affirm  the 
same  which  hf  hnd  delivered  unto  the  Commons  Qaw  i« 
guppotied),"  "The  prt»()fs  "  of  tlie  matter  "cumplnined 
of  by  the  Commons  to  the  House "  were  found  to  be 
"small;  nothing  but  un  intent  (at  the  most)  being 
proved."  So  they  tt^r«od,  instead  of  pasaiiij^  sentence, 
to  refer  the  case  to  thn  Archbishop  of  CHntorbui-y ;  by 
whom  the  impuf^ned  Biehop  wivs  to  be  Hdmoniahed  W^ 
fore  tl»e  Bishops  and  CKt^jv  in  the  Convocation  House: 
the  ft^Uowing  message  being  at  tlio  same  time  sent  to  the 
House  of  Commons  by  way  of  excuse :  — 

^'Wherea*  the  House  of  Cornmoii^i  iiifnnned  this  House  of  a 
ffrt^t  m'wli'.vaeanor  commiued  by  Dr.  Fiuld  (uow  Binhop  of 
Liiudaph).  and  since  also  tiatli  sent  to  demand  judgment  in  that 
tvuse;  the  Lords,  having  taken  full  oxsTniontion  thopoof  upon 
oath^Jijuinot  the  tame  proved  upon  oath  as  st  xtieitt*  v^a*  informed 
Otem  upon  examinatuMi  in  their  House  ;  and  for  iha  further  sat- 
isfikClion  of  the  Commona  therein,  the  Ixirds  have  sent  them  the 
examination  of  Raudolfe  Davenport-" 

To  which  answer  was  presently  brought  by  the  mea- 
sengiirs  :  — 

"  Tlie  CommonB  return  great  thanks  for  the  Lords'  honorsp 
hlo  and  just  procee<lin^'  iu  the  cuuw  of  the  Lord  Bi&hop  of 
Laiiduph,  and  for  sending  the  examination  of  Davenport ;  by 

Of  UiU  llie  Biflhop'*  fharc  "  wu  to  have  bvcn  no  ^Mt  m  no  Coart  of  Jastioi 
would  allow"  [U>r  wliat  Mr\-M:a  ii  not  >talc<);  but  I  sm  i|iio(inj;  from  the  Lordi' 
Joiirnftlii  thff  Lord  TrciiKurvr'*  ifport  nf  tlio  Conf(*r«iieo  l>ctw«en  the  two  HouMt 
the  dav  Iwfnrr].  In  conGrmatioa  «f  which,  Ipttcrt  of  th>>  BUhop'i  w«re  pra* 
iluced,  **  namint;  ibc  fum,  anil  Mttiitg  down  n  rounr  how  this  X(1,(.HM  ini^lt  be 
n)i<(««l,"  iinmuly,  nut  of  ihu  land  whk-h  wa«  lo  be  dccrrpd  (o  th«  jHinv  upon  ibe 
|iiM(>o«(l  lion  bi-aring  nf  the  rase;  he  bindiiiK  himwlf  to  the  Bidhop  in  n  rwog- 
nlcince  nf  jEIO.OOO  lo  pay  the  money:  and  rrceiriop  ihf  Bishop's  [miiiii*e  Ul 
return  "  to  lUliwr  up  th«  ncogrntzance  to  lie  ciiDr«lliMl,"  if  Ibc  rvv^nal  uf  lh« 
decrvc  were  not  obtainL-d.  Tlie  t-nnditions  bein^  thua  amnF^rtl.  Kandolph 
DftTettpnrlttbcdci>oiinit)rDdeoRloilie  Ctmrt,  moTNl  Buckinfflinni  "for  bia  let- 
ter to  tb«  Lord  Chancellor  herein;"  Aud  Iwinp  rrfu^wt,  "essayed  to  ^-t  llt« 
Kinii'a  letter,  hot  fail«l  ibcrdn  a!»o:  »u  that  iha  pwd  they  liitfndt-d  to  Mr. 
KKerton  wni  nt't  cffcctt-d :  and  yet  tlic  Uifch('|i,  though  required,  rvfi)*cil  to  de- 
liver up  the  iflid  rewfiiixMcc,  ddhI  Mr.  i^rton  iliruitaiied  to  complain  ihenof 
to  the  King." 
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^pirhkh  it  doth  Appear  tli.it  fiig  examination  taien  hy  them  H<4h 
'      difftT  much  from  that  taken  upon  Hit  oalh  before  their  Lord- 
$hip$.** 

The  result  waa  that  the  Bishop  was  not  only  lot  off 
^Hprith  au  lulmunitionf  but  alloweil  to  tnke  his  plac«  aa 
^Misual  in  thu  House  without  vrattiiig  till   lie  luid  received 

H  Such  thin^,  ihorefore,  might  happen.  Informntion 
sent  up  from  the  House  uf  Commons  might  he  erroneous 
in  material  poiutt*,  and  why  not  in  the  evidence  against 
^fiaoon  us  vtvW  as  iigninst  Dr.  Foild  ?  It  may  he  said  in- 
^deed  that  in  that  ('jwo  the  I-onls  would  have  found  it  out, 
R8  we  see  tliyy  did  in  this.  Hut  1h;iL  does  not  follow. 
Thoy  hod  facilities  in  the  ono  case  which  were  wanting 

I  in  the  other.    The  Bishop  wns  iti  the*  House  when  the  re- 
port of  the  aocusntioi!  hy  the  Commons  was  hruuglit  up, 
imd  replied  to  it  at  once.     This  would  of  itself  enlighten 
the  Committee  as  to  the  questituis  to  be  asked.     He  was 
in  continual  attendance  tii  the  House,  and  had  means  of 
smnuinieatiou  with    members  of  the  Committee   from 
ime  to  time.     He  was  a  Bishop,  and  there  was  no  one 
in    that    huuau    who   thought   it    virtuous    to  disgrace  a 
bishop.     In  all  whiuh  respects    Bacons  ease  was  quite 
nrtilTenMit. 

But  though  I  do  not  doubt  that  if  Bacon's  ciiuso  had 

been  properly  diHcussed,  it  would  have  presented  a  very 

differunt   asjicofc,  yot   considering   all   the  condttions. — 

among  which  the  condition  of  his  own  health  and  spirita. 

ras  not  the  least  important,  —  I  dare  say  bo  took  the 

risest  coui'se.     Jf  th<'  Lordu  could  have  been  as  gL>ntly 

lisposed  towards  him  as  they  were  Dwards  the  Bijihop, 

they  might  havu  found  it  in  their  consciences  to  dismiss 

aim,  with  the  loss  of  thu  Seal,  t«  be  iidmonialied  by  the 

|King.     And  Ihcaigh  then*  wsih  not  much  hope  of  tltat, 

there  was  perhaps  as  little  hope  of  any  alt<*mtion  in  thi-ir 

judgment   to  h<*  nmd<'  now  oven  by  the  most  skilful  •' - 


486 


BACON'S  SUBMISSION  DELtVEJtKD. 


(Book  Vtl- 


fenae;  the  cixse  bt'ing  one  wbioh  did  not  admit  of  def»*tiBe 
clear  nnd  absolute*,  and  whiob  ttioy  lind  been  all  thinking 
und  Uilkiiig  ubnut  for  tlin  last  ninnth  tinder  a  full  inipres- 
siim  that  it  admittetl  of  no  dcfunsi*  ut  all:  an  iui|treKsinM 
which  only  a  high  degrou  ul  trniued  luid  ptructiced  judicial 
impaitiality  can  dismiss  or  suspend  in  order  to  reconsider. 
It  was  tlie  first  t'ii8tt,  also,  i>f  its  kind,  and  had  come  W 
fore  them  when  the  appetite  was  freMh  and  keen.  l*hti 
Bishop's  censure  oanio  on  a  mitnth  lator;  whon  both 
Houses  were  tolerably  well  satisHud  with  slatightcr,  when 
the  Lords  had  established  their  credit  with  the  Commons 
as  a  Court  tif  .ludiailure  by  u  readiness  to  coudomn,  with 
or  wiliiout  reason,  whomsoever  they  accused ;  and  when 
other  matters  were  beginning  to  occupy  their  attention. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  us  soon  as  the  I^jrds  \vi*r«  reatly 
to  hear  the  ropurt  of  the  Committees  prepared  according 
tn  the  last  instructions,  the  Prince  rose  and  said  that  the 
L.  Chanec'llor  had  8i»nt  him  his  submission,  and  ilu'rewith 
delivered  his  letter,  which  was  immediately  read,  firet  by 
the  clerk  and  then  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Aftor 
which  there  was  a  pause.  *'  No  Lord  spoke  to  it  after  it 
was  rewl  for  a  long  time."  *♦  The  question  is,"  said  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  at  last  (who  seems  to  Imve  acted  as 
leader  of  the  governaipnt  party),  *'  whether  this  submis- 
sion be  sutficient  to  ground  your  Lttrdsliips*  judgment  for 
a  censure,  without  further  exuminatiou;'*  and  thereupon 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
tn  consider  it.  Tlie  first  thing  was  to  have  the  cinirge  — 
that  is,  *^the  collection  of  the  corruptions  wherewith  Lli« 
Lord  Chancellor  was  charged,'*  now  amouTiting  tfl  twen- 
ty-three-^  read  out,  and  thpn  the  confession.  Elsing's 
notes  of  the  debate  which  followed  give  us  some  li^ht 
as  to  the  vii'ws  nf  the  diffiMcnt  parties.  The  Pnnce 
and  Buokingliam  were  evidL-ntly  fur  accepting  the  sub- 
mission and  sparing  a  fornml  senteuoe ;  but  that  motion 
found  BO  little  encouragemi^nt  that  it  does  not  appt-nr  tu 
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Iinve  been  formally  pat.     Others  on  tbe  other  hniid  weiv 

for  ignoring  it  u1t<igt'thor.     "  If  tliia  itubmifi»ion  intfiiil  n 

tconiiivunrt*,"  snitl  Lord  Save,  *'  it  hud  bfen  well  in  tbf» 

bej^inninff,  bub  coming  now  :iftor  tho  examinulions  ntvJ 

pmofs,   it  coinea  too  lute.     Ni^iihftr  la  it   aufliritmt  to 

nund  our  sentence     Moved  to  proceed."     **  The  cttn- 

jEesaion  is  not  BidRcicnt,"  said  tho   Kiirl  of  SnlToIk  (who 

riis  not  aorry,  perhaps,  to  repay  Bacon  in  kind  for  hiv 

Browedinga  in  the  Star  Chainb«r  in  IGID),  "for  ho  do- 

Birea  to  be  a  juilge,  —  Lo  htse  lii»  aenl*  and  that  to  br  tho 

iiitence:  wherefore  it  is  far  short  of  that  we  expect," 

'^Bnt  the  tnie  objection  and  tho  fair  atid  just  coursy  was 

in<]ieat4*d    by  the    Lord   Chamberlain   and    the    Bart    of 

Southampton.      It  was  a  confesaiou  that  ho  had  dono 

enough  in  deserve  eondcraiiation  and   cenanro,  but   not 

Ihat  hu  had  dune  what  he  w;is  eharj^cd  witli.     **  It  is  not 

ifiioieut«"  said  the  Lord  Chamberhunf  *'  for  ihu  confea- 

^on  i»  gmundcd  upon  a  rnmor He  neither  apealm 

ftf  thL*  partioular  charge,  nor  confesarth  anything  p.vrtli'u- 
»r."  "  Hg  is  cimrged  by  the  Commons,"  said  SouLh- 
Impton,  "  witli  corruption  ;  and  no  word  of  confession  of 
|iny  curriiption  in  his  aubmiasiou.  It  stands  with  the 
|ustice  and  honor  nf  this  Houae  not  to  proceed  without 
ii»  parlies'  particular  confession  ;  or  to  have  the  parties 
hi*ar  the  chiuge,  and  wo  lo  hear  the  parties'  answer." 
AU  agrciMog  that  tho  confosaion  was  not  full  enough, 
>ut  mnst  refer  to  the  ])»rticuli\r  charges,  tho  question 
irose,  whether  B»con  slionld  l>e  required  to  attend  and 
lifar  and  finswer  in  person,  or  should  havo  them  sent  to 
liim  and  return  his  answer  in  writing.  Upon  this  there 
rjw  a  difference  of  opinion,  and  a  d(.»bate  followed  which 
tJir(»ws  mime  further  light  njHin  (he  puraonal  history  of 
ptIiG  case.  Buckingham.  Arnndvl,  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
inthampton,  Linox,  tho  Prince,  the  Hiahop  of  Durham; 
bll  ajioko  in  favnr  of  sending  tlio  particulars  of  the  oiiarge 
lu  him  and  expecting  his  answer  by  letter:  both  Budlc* 
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ingham  :uid  the  Lord  Cbainbtrlun  ndvocntin^  it  ear' 
neatly  and  eagerly.  On  the  other  band,  Huuttng<]oD, 
Suffolk,  Say'>»  and  WjiIIingford,  were  till  for  bringing 
birn  to  tiie  Bar,  —  Suffollc  especially  nrg:ingil  vehemently 
and  ropcAtedly.  Od  a  division,  it  wtis  cnrried  in  fAvor 
of  what  may  be  culled,  I  suppose,  the  Court  party  (for 
all  the  Councillors  who  spoke  were  in  the  majority); 
and  agreed  iliab  the  rhai^  ehonld  be  aent  to  him. 

AVlien  the  "oollection  of  corruptions"  vr,\s  read  to  the 
House  that  they  might  compare  it  with  the  ctinfesHiun, 
it  had  been  rend  together  with  **  the  pi-oofs  tliei-eof ; 
meaning  the  names  of  the  ^ritneaBes  wliose  depotillions 
conatituied  the  evidence  in  eacli  case  It  was  now  aeut 
to  Bacon ;  but  **  without  the  proofs,'*  and  nith  Uic  (ol* 
lowing  message :  — 

**  That  tlio  LoTfl  Chancellor's  confession  is  not  fnllv  wt  down 
by  his  Lordship  in  the  said  submission  for  three  causes.  1,  Flia 
Lordship  coufesseth  nut  any  particulur  bribe  iior  €!«irniption. 
2.  Nor  fthowetli  how  his  Lordship  hciu'd  of  the  charge  thereof. 
S.  The  confession,  sach  ns  it  is,  is  nflcrwords  extenutted  in  tho 
same  subniisfiion  :  and  tlierefure  tlic  LnnU  have  sent  him  a  par- 
dciiUr  of  the  charge,  and  do  expect  his  answer  to  the  itiune, 
with  all  convenient  expedition-'* 

His  reply  by  the  messengprs  was  that  **  he  would  re- 
turn the  Lords  an  answer ;  "  which  being  their  own 
word  should  have  been  least  liable  to  be  misunderstood. 
But  a  letter  which  he  wrote  at  the  a:inie  time  to  their 
iSpeaker  raised  a  suspicion  that  his  "answer"  was  to  be 
a  defense.  The  contents  of  this  letter  we  do  not  know  ; 
for  being  addrewed  to  the  Chief  .luatiee  and  not  to  tlio 
House,  no  othoial  notice  was  taken  of  it.  It  seems,  hoT- 
ever,  that  it  contained  something  about  "postilling  the 
matters  of  charge  in  the  margent/'  and  something  iiboub 
time  to  be  allowed.  I  should  suppose  therefore  that  its 
real  object  was.  lirst  to  explain  the  form  of  the  answer 
which  lie  meant  to  return^  and  secondly,  to  learn  what. 
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timn  would  be  allowed  for  drawing  it  up.  Upon  tlim 
foUowtid  a  lively  debute.     Their  diffioulty,  Hjiixirently, 

iua  to  undi^rstand  how  a  eoiifvasion  c^>uld  rt>c|utro  lime. 

Che  chargtjs  were  ilefinite.  Hb  was  either  guiUy  or  not 
guilty.     H  guilty,  let  him  say  so  t\t  oucp,  Rnd  they  were 

Rrcpared  to  pronounce  judgiUHiit.  If  not.  let  lum  come 
ft  the  linv  Httd  defend  himself.  That  u  charge  might 
D  true  in  pnrt  and  yet  require  limitiitionH  niid  oxplnno- 
ona  to  m»Ue  it  true  altogether,  wiis  »  i>i)int  iu  judi- 
ciul  science  beyond  their  present  learnii»g,  and  rrmained 
unintelligible  to  them  all  through, — us  we  shall  see. 
But  though  the  doubt  might  have  been  A]Kired,the  course 
they  took  to  settle  it  was  rational.  UjM>n  the  Prince's 
^notion,  seconded  by  Southampton,  it  was  resolved  to  usk 
^^im  the  question:  did  he  mean  to  confess  or  to  defend 
himself?  A  luesange  was  sent  accordingly,  reqninng  an 
Bswer  "directly  and  presently."  And  answer  waa  ini- 
iiately  returned  —  this  time,  we  are  told,  ""in  writ- 


'^  The  Lord  Chancellor  will  make  no  manner  of  defense 
the  charge,  but  memieth  to  iicknowledgo  cormption, 
id  to  make  a  particular  confession  to  every  puint,  and 
it  that  an  humble  Bubmission. 

**  But  humbly  cnives  liberty,  that  wliere  the  charge  is 

jQiore  full  than  he  finds  the   truth  of  the  fact,  he  may 

^e  declaration  of  the  truth  in   such  particulars;  the 

tiai-ge  being  brief,  and  containing  not  all  circumstances." 

With  this  at  last  they  sown  to  have  been  satisfied,  and 

bough  Suffolk  still  insisted  that  the  submission  shonld 

made  in  person,  they  agreed  to  give  him  to  the  liOth 

April  (five  days)  to  send  iu  *^  such  confession  and  sub- 

sion  as  he  intended  to  niiike.'* 

That  the  collection  of  charges  scut  to  him  waa  not  ao- 
jropanied  with  what  they  called  "the  proofs"  —  that 
R,  with  a  note  of  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whose 
Bpositions  each  was  said  to  be  proved  —  was  not  nni- 
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terifil.  If  he  hod  meant  to  defend  bimself,  he  wou 
have  wanted  to  know  not  only  who  they  were,  bat  wt 
they  hftd  doposed.  Hut  intending  ro  make  a  clear  «>t 
fession  of  the  truth  as  fur  h«  he  "  knew  or  remembered,! 
it  woa  enough  to  be  informed  of  the  lacia  which 
laid  to  his  chiirge.  WImt  more  was  contiuned  in  the 
depositions  I  suppose  he  never  know,  unless  l>y  report 
those  who  h»d  l>een  present  at  the  examinations  "i 
open  court":  and  we  are  still  more  in  the  dark  than  hj 
wm;  for  we  know  notlnng  at  all  about  imy  of  them,  ei 
cept  the  few  which  were  taken  at  first  by  the  Commond 
and  Bent  up  by  thiMii  to  t!ie  Lords  with  reports  of  wl 
they  proved,  —  nut  always  (as  we  have  seen  in  the 
of  Dr.  Feild)  Ut  be  borne  out  by  a  more  stringent  exaii 
nation.  As  this  Hat  I'ontains  all  the  offenses  of  which 
was  accused,  and  therefore  nil  to  which  his  confession  af 
plies,  we  must  be  careful  not  to  suppose  that  he  thereby 
admitted  hiniscOf  to  be  guilty  of  anything  beyond  what 
is  set  down  in  the  record  and  acknowledged  by  himself  to 
be  true.  The  absence  of  all  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Lords  either  to  sift  and  weigh  evidence,  or  to  di»lingiiia 
cases  ttCC0i*ding  to  the  degree  of  guilt  implied,  or  to  es 
plaui  how  far  in  each  cftse  he  was  proved  to  have  trar 
greased  the  law,  or  what  the  law  was,  and  wliere  la^ 
the  line  which  separatwl  what  was  permitted  from  what 
was  forbidden,  —  their  course  of  bundling  iuto  one  bag 
charges  and  depositions  of  all  uutuves,  and  calling  npofl 
him  to  confess  or  answer  to  the  buiidle,  —  makes  his  owfl| 
articulate  confession  upon  each  separate  charge,  with  its 
corrections,  distinctions,  and  qualific^itions,  the  Wst  ex 
dence  we  have  as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  ulTense 
He  had  already  said  that  he  meant  to  confess  hima 
guilty  of  cfirniption.  But  coiTuption  includes  acts  of 
rions  complexions — varying  from  violations  of  univcr 
morality  of  the  blackest  dye  to  \'iolationB  only  of  at 
ficial  and  conventional  regulations,  made  to  defend 
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uDtworks  of  moniUty  —  acta  Ulogal  rather  than  immoral: 
lod  as  the  Judges  neitlier  made  any  attempt  themselves 
draw  such  cli»tinctioii8.  nor  placed  on  recoi-d  any  of  the 
idencc  whioli  would  enablu  us  to  do  so,  we  are  com- 
iHed  to  fall  back  upon  Hacon  himself,  as  buing  really 
•or  only  authority ;  and  to  Iiold  him  guilty  to  the  exU'nt 
of  his  ttwn  confession*  and  no  further.  From  the  manner 
in  which  the  ciibb  waa  tiied  it  is  impossible  to  regiud 
anythiiit;  else  as  proved. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  received 
from  him  a  paper  roll,  Mealed  up;  which  being  delivered 
to  the  Clork  and  opened,  was  found  to  be  dirnctud  to  the 
lords,  and  ordered  to  be  read.  It  was  in  the  following 
words.  The  text  is  tiiken  from  the  copy  printed  in  the 
Journal  for  April  30. 


To  TUK  RitiUT     HOXUKABLE    THE   ]jOnDS    SplIlITrAL   AND  TKU*> 

poRAi.  tN  THK  High  Cocrt  or  Parliament  abrkhiiled. 

Tiu  Cof^ftmon  and  humUtr  Submiation  o/  me,  the  Lord  ChaiceUar, 

Upon  advised  consideration  of  tlie  charge,  descending 

my  own  conscience,  and  calling  my  memory  to  ao- 

far  as  I  am  ubli?,  I  do  plainly  and  ingenuously 

hat  I  am  guilty  of  corruption  ;  and  do  renounce 

p,  and  put  myself  upon  the  grace  and  mercy  of 

jfour  Lordshi|>8, 

The  particulars  I  oonfeaa  and  declare  to  be  as  follow- 

^m  1.  To  the  first  article  of  the  charge,  viMiceU  Td  the 
^Bcause  lK*tween  Sir  Rowland  Egerton  and  Edward  Eger- 
^Hlon,  the  Lord  Cliapcellor  received  five  hundred  ptuinds 
^pon  the  part  of  Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  before  he  decreed 
the  cause :  — 

I  do  confess  and  declare,  that  upon  a  reference  from 
lis  Majesty  of  all  suits  and  controversies  between  Sir 
lowland  Egerton  :ind  Edward  Egerton,  both  parties  anb- 
litted  themselves  to  my  award  by  recognizance  recipro- 
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cal  in  ten  thousand  miirkH  npieca;  tboreupon,  aftor  diver 
hearings,  I  niiule  my  award,  with  advice  and  con»ent  nt 
my  Ivord  Ilobart.  The  awai-d  was  perfected  and  pul 
lished  to  the  parties,  which  waa  in  Febniary ;  then  aoin*! 
daya  after,  the  Hve  hundred  pounds  mentioned  in  th« 
charge  was  delivered  unto  me. 

Afterwards   Mr.   Edward  Egerton   fled  off   from    th4 
award  ;  then,  in  Midsummer  term  following,  a  suit  ws 
begun  in  Chanceiy  by  Sir  Rowland  to  liave  the  ai 
confirmed;  and  upon  that  suit  was  the  decree  made  whictl 
is  mentioned  tn  the  article. 

2.  To  the  seoond  article  of  the  charge,  vidflicet^  In  tho 
same  cause  he  received  from  Edwanl  Egerton  four  hun-^ 
dred  pounds :  — 

I  confesa  and  declare,  that  soon  after  my  first  coming 
to  the  Seal  (being  a  tiine  when  I  was  presented  by  many] 
the  fi»nr  hundred  pounds  mentioned  in  the  said  charg 
was  delivered  untu  me  in  a  purse,  aud  I  now  cull  to  mine 
from  Mr.  Edward  Egerton ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  remeii 
her,  it  was  expressed  by  them  that  brought  it  to  be  fo» 
favors  |>a5t,  and  not  in  reeipect  of  favors  to  come. 

3.  To  the  tliird  article  of  the  charge,  videlicet^  In  th^ 
cause  between   Hodie  and  Hodye,  he  rt^ceived  a  dozen 
buttons  of   the  value  uf  fifty  pounds  about  a  fortnight 
after  the  cause  was  ended  :  — 

I  confess  and  tieolare,  that  as  it  is  laid  in  the  chargoj 
about  a  fortnight  after  the  cjiuac  was  ended  (it  being 
suit  of  a  great  inheritance)  there  were  gold  buttons  about 
the  value  of  fifty  pounds  as  is  mentioned  in  the  charge 
presented  unto  me,  as  I  remember,  by  Sir  Thomas  Peri 
ent  and  the  party  himself. 

4.  To  the  fourth  article,  videliceU  In  the  cause  between 
the  Lady  Wharton  and  the  coheirs  of  Sir  Francis  Wil 
loughby,  he  received  of  the  l^dy  Wliarton  three  hundred 
and  U'n  pounds :  — 

I  confess  and  declare,  that  I  roci?ivod  of  the   Liulj 
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Wbartou,  at  two  several  timeu  (ns  I  remember),  in  goM, 
two  hundred  pounds  and  an  liundrud  piewa  ;  and  this 
WHS  vA'TlnuAy  pendente  lite:  but  yet  X  liave  a  vehement 
Kuspicioii  that  there  wiis  some  shullling  between  Mr. 
Shiite  and  the  Ki'gister  in  entering  some  orders,  which 
aflerwurtls  I  did  distaste. 
^fc  5.  To  the  liftli  article  of  the  charge,  viddtcet^  In  Sir 
Thomas  Monk's  cause,  he  received  from  Sir  Thomas 
Monk,  l)y  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Hchnes,  an  hundred 
and  ten  pounds ;  bat  ttiia  was  three  quarters  of  a  year 
after  the  suit  was  ended  :  — 

I  confers  it  to  be  true,  that  I  received  an  hundred 
pieee^;  but  it  was  long  tifter  the  suit  ended,  as  is  oon- 
tained  in  the  t-hargc 

6.  To  the  sixth  article  of  the  charge,  viddieat^  In  the 

Ieause  between  Sir  John  Treavor  and  Ascue.  he  received 
on  the  part  of  Sir  John  TR'avor  an  hundred  pounds :  — 
I  confess  and  declare,  that  I  received  at  New-year*a 
tide  an  hundred  pounds  from  Sir  John  Treavor ;  and, 
berausn  it  came  as  a  New-year's  gift,  I  neglected  to  in- 
Qiiiru  whetliLT  t)ie  cause  was  ended  or  depending;  but 
bince  I  flnd«  that  though  the  cause  was  then  dismissed  to 

I  a  trial  at  law,  yet  the  oqnity  is  reserved,  so  as  it  was  in 
that  kind  pendente  lite, 
i  7.  To  the  seventli  article  of  the  charge*  vid^liceiy  In 
jU&e  cause  between  Holman  atid  Yong,  ho  received  of 
Tong  an  hundred  j^iounds  after  the  decree  made  for 
him  :  — 

I   eonfesH  and  dechire.  That,  as  I  remember,  a  g'M»d 

while   after   tlie   cause    ende<l,    I    received   au   hundred 

^konnds  either  by  Mr.  Tobye   Matthew,  or  from  Yong 

^^irnaelf:  but  whereas  I  understood  that  there  was  some 

money  given  by  Ilolman  to  my  servant  Matcher,  with 

Juit  certainly  I  was  never  made  privy.^ 

t  TM*  w«»  rinimml  ))>•  Ilolmiin  froni  Bicon'B  exccutora  as  a  debt  tlae  Irum 
llfUUi.     S««  nolv  I,  |>.  fiOfi. 
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8.  To  the  eighth  article  of  the  ohargn,  videlicet,  In  tlie 
causti  between  Fiaher  and  Wrenliam,  the  Iword  Chancel- 
lor, aftor  tho  docroc^  paused,  I'pceivcd  fntm  Fisher  a  suit 
of  hangings  worth   an   hundred   and   sixty   poiiruU  and 

tter,  which  Fiahor  gave  by  advice  of  Mr.  Shnte:  ^ 
I  confess  iind  declare^  That  eomu  time  after  tho  de- 
<'.ree  passed,  I  being  at  that  time  upon  remove  to  York 
House,  I  did  receive  a  suit  of  hangings  of  the  value  (I 
think)  mentioned  in  the  charj^,  hy  Mr.  Shnte,  as  from 
Sir  Edward  Fisher,  towards  the  furnishing  of  my  house  ; 
as  some  others,  that  were  no  way  suitors,  did  present  roe 
tho  like  about  that  time. 

9.  To  the  ninth  article  of  the  charge,  videlicet^  In 
the  cause  betwtteu  Kenneday  and  Vardore,  he  received 
&  rich  cabinet  from  Kenneday,  prized  at  eight  hundred 
pounds : — 

I  confess  and  declare,  That  sucli  a  cabinet  was  brought 
to  my  house,  thougli  nothing  near  half  tlie  value  ;  and 
that  I  said  to  him  tliat  brr>uglit  it,  that  I  came  to  view  it, 
and  nut  t{>  receive  it ;  and  gave  commandment  that  it 
should  be  carried  back,  and  was  offended  when  I  heard 
it  wiis  not:  and  some  year  and  a  half  after,  aa  I  remem- 
ber. Sir  John  Kenneday  having  all  that  time  refused  to 
take  it  away,  as  I  am  told  hy  my  servants,  I  was  peti- 
tioned by  one  Pinckney  that  it  might  be  delivered  to 
him,  for  that  he  stood  engaged  for  tlie  money  that  Sir 
John  Kenneday  paid  for  it.  And  thereupon  Sir  John 
Kenneday  wrote  a  letter  to  my  servant  Shereborne,  with 
his  own  band,  desiring  I  would  not  do  him  that  disgrace 
as  to  return  that  gift  back,  much  less  to  put  it  into  a 
wrong  hand  ;  and  so  it  remains  yet  ready  to  bo  returned 
to  whom  your  Lordships  shall  appoint. 

10.  To  the  tenth  article  of  tho  cbai^,  videlicet^  He 
borrowed  of  Vanlore  a  thousand  pounds  upon  his  own 
bond  at  one  time, and  the  like  sum  at  another  time,  upon 
his  lordship*8  own  bill,  subscribed  by  Mr.  Hunt,  hi* 
man :  — 
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^M  I  confess  hikI  declare,  tltat  I  borrowed  tbe  money  in 
^1  tbe  article  Bet  down  ;  and  thnt  this  is  a  true  debt.  And 
^^  I  remember  well  that  I  wrote  a  letter  from  Kew,  about  a 
twelvemonth  since,  to  a  friend  about  the  Kinj^;  wherein 
1  desired,  tliat  whereas  I  owed  Petor  Vanlore  two  thou- 
t>and  j)ouiids,  hiu  AfajeAty  would  be  phrased  to  ^raiit  me  so 
much  odt  of  his  fine  set  U|>on  him  in  the  Star  Chamber.' 
11,  To  tlie  eleventh  article  of  the  charge,  videticett  Ho 
eived  of  Richard  Seott  two  hundred  pound.^  after  his 
use  was  decreed  (but  upon  a  precedent  promise),  ati 
whieh  was  tianBacted  by  Mr.  Shute:  — 

I  confess  and  declare,  that  some  fortnight  after,  as  I  re- 
member, that  the  <leortHi  piisHed,  1  i*e(teiveiJ  two  hundred 
pounda,  hh  from  Mr.  Scott  by  Mr.  Shute ;  but  for  ihny 
precedent  promise  or  transaction  by  Mr.  Shute,  certain 
^^    I  am,  I  knew  uf  none. 

^B  12.  To  the  twelfth  article  of  the  charge,  videlicet.  He 
^^  reafived  in  the  same  uitise,  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  Lunt- 
II         all,  tui  hundred  pounds :  — 

^B  I  confess  an<l  declare,  that  some  months  after,  as  I  re- 
^^  member,  that  the  deci-ee  passt^d,  I  receiveiJ  an  hundred 
II  pounds  by  my  sorviuit  Shereburno,  aa  from  Sir  John 
^H  Lentidl,  who  was  not  the  advei*se  party  to  Scott,  but  a 
WP    third  j>er8on,  relieved  by  the  same  decree,  in  the  suit  of 

I  one  Powre. 
IB.  To  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  charge,  videlicet^ 
He  reoeivotl  of  lifr.  Wroth  an  hundred  pounds  in  resjicct 
of  thectuise  between  him  and  .Sir  Arthur  Mainwaring:  — 
I  confess  and  declare,  that  thia  cause  being  a  cause  for 
inheritance  of  goo<l  value,  was  ended  by  my  arbitrament, 
and  consent  of  luirties ;  and  so  a  decrcM  passed  of  course. 
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1  In  ft  \eUM  tp  HurklB^ftin  dated  "  Kcw,  IW«nilwr  12,  lAld,"  ho  ftilriM<i  tho 

King  not  lo  (liifi>o»e  of  »iiy  o(  the  ftn'"»  of  llip  Oatch  iinrcliwtt*  in  Rifta  *' Ex- 
RKpt  Uia  Kiait  sbould  give  m*  the  Xi.fKH)  I  ow*  ]'<it«r  V«ntore  out  <>f  hU  flai*. 
which  i»  lh«  uhicf  il«bt  I  owe.  Unt  lUls  I  i-ppnk  but  merrily."  'Ilni  wim  vom 
clatmnl  a.turvranl>  froiu  tUo  eKwulon  M  •  dct<t  on  Uiv  f>iiUt«.  Ute  nulb  t,  |i. 
Wft. 
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And  aonie  montb  after  ihet  cuiujie  thus  ended,  fclie  liundred 
pounds  mentioned  in  the  said  Hrticle  was  delivered  to  cne 
by  ray  servant  Hunt. 

14.  I'o  thii  fourteenth  Hrticlo  of  the  ohar^,  videltaeU 
Ho  received  of  Sir  Unlph  Ilanshy,  having  A  cause  depend- 
ing before  him,  five  hundrtnl  pounds:  — 

I  confess  and  deilaro,  that  there  were  two  decrees,  one 
as  I  remember,  for  the  inhotitance,  and  the  other  for  the 
goods  and  ehatteU^  but  all  uywn  one  bill ;  and  some  good 
time  after  the  first  ilecrew,  and  before  the  siK^ond,  the  Hnid 
five  hundred  pounds  was  delivered  me  by  Mr.  Tobye 
Mathew  ;  so  as  I  eajinot  deny  but  it  was,  upon  the  mat- 
ter, pendente  life. 

15.  To  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  charge,  videlicet^ 
William  Comptmi  being  to  have  an  extent  for  u  debt  of 
one  thousand  and  two  hundred  pounds,  the  Ijord  Chan- 
wiHor  stayed  it,  aiul  wrote  his  letter,  n[xtn  which  pai't  of 
the  debt  was  paid  presently,  and  part  at  a  future  day. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  hereu^Km  sends  to  borrow  five  hnn- 
dreil  pounds ;  and  because  Coniptoii  was  to  pay  fmir  hun- 
dred pounds  to  one  Huxley,  his  Lordship  requires  Hux- 
ley to  forbear  it  six  months,  and  thereupon  obtains  the 
money  from  Compton.  The  money  being  unpaid,  suit 
grows  between  HuxWy  and  Compton  in  Chancery,  where 
his  Lordship  decrees  Compton  to  pay  Huxley  the  debt, 
with  damages  and  costs,  when  it  was  in  his  own  hands:  — 

I  declare,  that,  in  my  conscience,  the  stay  of  the  extent 
was  just,  being  an  extremity  against  a  nobleman,  bv 
whom  Compton  could  be  mi  loser.  The  money  wjw 
plmnly  borrowed  of  Compton  upon  bond  with  interest; 
and  the  message  to  Huxley  vhb  only  to  entreat  liim  to 
give  Compton  a  longer  day,  and  in  no  sort  to  make  mo 
debtor  or  responsible  to  Huxley ;  and  therefore,  though 
I  were  not  ready  to  pay  Compton  his  money,  iis  1  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  done,  save  only  one  hundred 
pounds,  wliieh  is  paid;  I  could  not  deny  justice  to  Hux- 
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ley,  in  as  nmple  maaueras  if  nothing  had  been  betvoes' 
Comptou  and  me.     But  if  Compton  batik  been  damnified 
in  my  respect,  I  am  to  cousider  it  to  Compton. 

16.  To  tlie  sixteenth  uriiole  of  the  charge,  viJt^licfU  In 
the  canse  between  Sir  William  Brnncker  and  Awbrey, 
the  Lortl  Chancellor  received  from  Awbrey  an  hnndred 
pounds : — 

I  do  coiifeaa  and  declare,  that  the  money  was  given 
and  Teceired ;  but  the  manner  of  it  I  leave  to  tlie  wit- 
TiQflsee. 

17.  To  tlie  seventeentli  article  of  the  charge,  videlieett 
In  tlir*  Lord  Mountague'a  cause,  he  received  from  tlie 
I>ord  Mountagno  six  or  seven  huiulrod  pounds ;  and  mora 
vn»  to  be  ptu<l  at  the  ending  of  tlie  cause :  — 

1  conFeaa  and  declare,  there  was  money  ^iven,  and  (an 
I  remember)  by  Mr.  Uevis  Thelwall,  to  the  »ura  men- 
tioned in  the  articht,  after  the  cause  was  decreed ;  hut  I 
cannot  say  it  was  ended  ;  for  thi*re  have  been  many  orders 
since,  causetl  by  Sir  Fninois  Ent;jlcfeild'»  contempts;  and 
I  do  remember  that  when  Thel^vall  brouglit  the  money, 
he  said  that  my  I»rd  would  be  further  tliunkful  if  he 
could  once  get  his  quiot:  t-o  wliich  upeech  I  gave  littU 
regit  rd. 

18.  To  the  eigliletMitli  article  of  the  chjirge,  vidclUtU 
In  the  cause  of  Mr.  Duuch,  he  received  from  Mr.  Duuch 
two  hundred  pounds:  — 

I  confess  and  d^'cliire,  that  it  wua  tlclivei'tMi  by  Mr. 
Thelwnll  r^  Hatcher,  my  servant,  for  me,  as  1  think, 
some  time  after  the  decree ;  but  I  cannot  precisely  inform 
mvself  of  the  time. 

19.  To  the  nineteenth  article  of  the  charge,  videlterU 
In  the  «iu«4»  between  Reynell  and  Fi^acook,  ht»  rocwivod 
from  Ueyuell  two  hundretl  |K)imdrt,  and  a  diamond  ring 
worth  ttve  or  six  hun4ln*d  poiiixU:  — 

I  confess  and  di^clare,  that  at  my  fintt  coming  to  the 
Seal,  when   I  was  at  Whitehall,  my  servant  Hunt  i 
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LiTcrod  me  two  hundred  pounds  from  Sir  George  Reynell, 
my  neur  allyf  to  be  beetowetl  upon  furniture  of  my  houso; 
Adding  further,  that  he  received  divers  former  favors 
from  me  ;  and  this  was,  aa  I  verily  lliink,  before  any  suit 
begun.  The  ring  was  received  certainly  ptndcnU  liU; 
and  though  it  were  nt  New-year*B  tide,  yet  it  was  too 
great  a  value  for  a  New-year's  gift;  though  aa  1  take  it, 
nothing  near  the  value  mentioned  in  the  article. 

20.  To  the  twentieth  article  of  the  charge,  videlicet^ 
He  took  of  Peaco<;k  an  hundred  pounds,  and  borrowed  a 
tliousand  pounds,  without  intercBt,  seonxity,  or  time  of 
payment :  — 

I  confess  and  declare,  that  I  received  of  Mr.  Peacock 
an  Imndred  pounds  at  Doi*set  House,  at  my  first  coming 
to  the  Seal,  as  a  present ;  at  which  time  no  suit  wu.s  be- 
gun ;  and  that  the  summer  after,  I  sent  my  then  servant 
Lister  to  Mr.  Rolf,  my  good  friend  and  neighbor  at  St. 
Albans,  to  use  his  meuns  with  Mr.  Peacock  (who  was 
accounted  ik  monied  man)  for  the  borrowing  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds;  and  after,  by  my  servant  Hatcher,  for  lK>r- 
rowiug  of  five  hundred  pounds  more;  which  Mr.  Rolf 
procured,  and  told  uie,  at  botli  times,  it  should  bo  with- 
out interest,  script,  or  note ;  and  that  I  should  take  my 
own  time  for  payment  of  it.^ 

21.  To  the  one  and  twentieth  article  of   the  charg 
videlicet.  In  the  cause  between  Smithwick  and  Wicb,  htt 
received  from  Smithwick  two  hundre<l  pounds,  which 
repaid :  — 

I  confess  and  declare,  that  my  servant  Hunt  did,  upon 
his  account,  being  my  receiver  of  the  fines  of  original 
writs,  chfvrge  himself  with  two  hundred  jxinnds,  formerly 
received  of  Smithwick ;  which,  after  that  I  had  under- 
stood the  natnre  of  it,  I  ordered  him  to  repay  it,  and  to 
defaulk  it  of  his  account. 


>  This  tbouBsad  poumln  wm  dtimoil  «ftcr  Baco&'i  denUi  from  hli  vxBcatoni 
u  a  dtbt  due  to  P«acock  fnim  ibc  iwtMte.     S<«  iiol«,  p.  D0&. 


I 
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22.  To  the  two  uud  twentieth  arttole  of  the  charge, 
videlicet^  In  the  canae  of  Sir  Henry  Ruawell,  he  re- 
ceived money  from  Ruswell ;  but  it  is  not  oertuin  how 
much :  — 

I  confess  and  declare,  that  I  received  money  from  my 
servant  Hunt,  as  frotii  Mn  Hiiswell,  in  a  purse;  and 
whereas  the  sum  in  tim  article  is  indcfinit*;,  I  cunfesa  it 
to  be  three  or  four  hundred  pounds;  and  it  was  about 
some  monlhs  after  the  cause  was  decreed;  iu  wliich  dt*- 
crce  I  WHS  assisted  by  two  of  tlie  judges. 

23.  Tu  the  three  and  twentieth  article  of  the  charge, 
videlicet^  In  the  cause  of  Mr.  Barker,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
received  from  Barker  seven  hundred  pounds:  — 

I  confess  and  dechiiVf  that  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
article  wiis  rect^ivod  from  Mr.  Barker,  some  time  after  the 
decree  passed. 

24»  '25,  26.  To  tlie  four  and  twentieth  article,  fire  and 
twentieth,  and  six  »nd  twentieth  articles  of  the  charge, 
videlicet^  The  four  and  twentieth,  there  l>ving  a  reference 
from  Ids  Majesty  to  his  Lordship  of  a  business  butween 
the  grocers  and  the  apothecaries,  the  Lord  Chancellor  n^- 
eeived  of  the  grocers  twn  hundred  pounds.  The  live  and 
twentieth  article:  In  the  B:ime  tmuse,  he  received  of  the 
HpothecHries  that  »Uhm\  with  tlip  grocers,  a  taster  of  gold 
worth  between  X400  and  X/iOO,  and  a  present  of  amber- 
grease.  And  the  six  and  twentictli  article:  He  received 
of  the  now  company  of  the  apothecaries  thai  stood  against 
the  gr<M!crs,  an  hundnid  pijunds:  — 

To  these  1  confess  and  d^'-lare,  that  the  sttreral  sums 
from  the  three  piirtics  were  ix^cctved  ;  and  for  that  it  was 
no  judiciul  business,  but  a  concord  or  composition  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  thnt  as  I  thought  all  had  received 
good,  and  they  were  all  thi-ce  common  purges  I  thought 
it  the  less  matter  to  receive  that  which  they  vulujitarily 
presented;  for  if  I  ha4l  taken  it  in  the  n»ture  of  a  cor- 
rupt bribe,  I  knew  itc^uld  not  be  concealed,  becnuiic  it 
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must  needs  be  put  to  account  to  the  three  seveml  com- 
punieB. 

27.  To  tlie  seven  and  twentieth  artinh^  of  the  cliarge, 
ielicety  H«  look  of  the  Frencli  nuTchmiU  a  tljousatul 
pounds,  to  constrain  the  vintners  of  London  to  takti  from 
them  fifteen  hntitlivd  tuns  of  wine;  to  accomplinli  ^rhich, 
be  U8wl  very  indirect  metiiis  by  color  of  his  otHce  and 
authority,  without  bill  or  suit  depending;  terrifying  the 
vintnei-s  by  thi-eata  and  imprisonments  of  thuir  peraona, 
to  buy  winrs  wiiereof  tbe}'  had  no  need  nor  use,  at  higher 
rates  than  they  were  vendible:  — 

I  do  confess  and  declare,  that  Sir  Thomas  Smith  did 
deal  with  nio  in  the  buhalf  of  the  French  ooinpauy ;  in- 
forming me  that  t)ie  vintners  by  combination  would  nut 
take  off  their  wind's  at  any  reasonable  prices.  That  it 
would  destroy  their  trad*',  and  stay  their  voyago  for  that 
year;  and  that  it  was  a  fair  business,  and  concerned  the 
State:  and  he  doubted  not  but  I  should  receive  thanks 
from  the  King,  and  honor  by  it ;  and  that  they  would 
gratify  me  with  a  thousand  pninds  for  my  travail  in  it; 
whereupon  I  ti*eated  between  them  by  way  of  ])er8ua»ion, 
and  (to  prevent  any  compulsory  suit)  propounding  such 
a  price  lu  the  vintners  might  be  gainers  Xti  a  tun,  as  it 
waa  then  maintained  to  me;  and  after,  the  merohanta 
petitioning  to  the  King,  and  his  Majesty  i>ecommending 
the  business  unto  me,  as  a  business  that  concerned  his 
customs  and  the  navy,  T  dealt  more  earnestly  and  prr- 
emptorily  in  it;  and,  as  I  think,  rt*8ti*ained  in  the  mes- 
sengers* b:uids  for  a  day  or  two  some  that  were  the  \wmt 
stiff ;  and  ufUMwards  the  merchants  presented  m*«  with  a 
thousand  pounds  out  of  their  common  purse;  acknowl- 
edging themselves  that  I  had  kept  them  from  a  kind  of 
ruin  ;  and  still  maintaining  to  me,  that  the  vintners,  if 
they  were  not  insatiably  minded,  had  a  very  w^mpetcnt 
gain.  This  is  the  merits  uf  the  cause,  as  it  then  aj)peared 
unto  me. 
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28.  To  the  eight  and  twentieth  ai-ticle  of  the  chiu'ge, 
viMicel^  The  ]j>rd  Chancellor  Lath  given  wiiy  to  great 
exnutiuns  by  hid  Horvauts,  both  in  ies]»ect  of  private  seals, 
aad  otheJinse  for  ae&ling  of  iiiju  notions  :  — 

I  confess  it  was  a  great  fault  of  neglect  in  me,  that  I 
looked  no  better  to  my  servants. 

This  declaration  1  have  made  to  your  Lordships  with 
a  sincere  mind  ;  humbly  cniving  th;it,  if  thcM-e  should  be 
any  mistaking,  your  Lordships  would  impute  it  to  want 
of  memory,  and  not  to  any  desire  of  mine  to  obscure 
truth,  or  palliate  anything;  for  I  do  again  confesSf  that 
in  the  points  charged  upon  me^  although  they  should  be 
taken  aa  myself  have  declared  them,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  corruption  and  neglect ;  for  which  I  »m  heai'tily  and 
peniU'ntly  sorry,  and  submit  mystiU  to  the  judgment, 
grace,  and  mercy  of  the  court. 

For  extenuation,  I  will  use  none  concerning  tho  mat- 
ters themselves ;  only  it  may  please  your  Lonlahips,  out 
of  your  nobleness,  to  oast  your  eyes  of  compnNsion  upon 
my  i^erson  and  estate.  I  was  never  noted  fur  an  avari- 
cious man.  And  the  Apostle  saith,  that  covetousnets  is 
the  root  of  ail  rviL  I  hope  also  that  your  Lordships  do 
the  nithtT  Hnd  me  in  the  statn  of  grace,  for  that  in  all 
these  particulars  there  are  few  or  none  that  are  not  al- 
most two  years  old  ;  whereas  those  that  have  an  habit  of 
corruption  do  commonly  wjix  worse  and  worse;  so  that 
it  hath  pleased  God  to  prepare  me,  by  precedent  degrees 
of  nnu'nrlment,  to  my  present  penitency.  And  for  mv 
estate,  it  is  sa  mean  and  poor,  as  my  care  is  now  chiefly 
to  satisfy  my  debts. 

And  so,  fearing  I  have  troubled  your  Lordships  too 
long,  I  shall  eondmle  with  an  humbln  suit  unUi  you, 
that  if  your  Lordships  proceed  to  Bentenoe,  your  senteuoa 
may  not  ba  heavy  to  my  ruin,  but  gii\cious,  and  mixt 
with  mercy  ;  and  not  only  so,  but  that  you  would  be  no- 
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bio  intercessoi-B  for  me  to  hia  Majesty  likewise,  for  hid 
gnice  and  favur. 

Your  LordahipA*  humble  m'tvaiit  und  suppliant, 

Frt.  St.  Ai,uan,  Cane. 


In  requiring  Hucon  to  make  a  particular  instead  of  « 
general  confession,  the  Lords  nrted  strictly  bat  fairly  ; 
and  if  they  had  ivi^uired  of  thurasolToa  to  pronounce  u 
judgment  in  like  manner  particular  and  not  j<<*ueral, — 
n  judgment  Btiitin}^  which  uf  the  chargeH  they  found  to 
be  proved,  and  what  pennltiee  under  wlmt  law  he  had 
thereby  incruiTed,  —  I  should  have  had  no  funlt  to  find 
with  th«  modf  uf  proceeding,  whatever  weight  I  niight 
have  been  disposed  to  give  to  the  judgment  of  a  body 
which  aeenis  to  have  understood  so  ill  the  art  of  judging, 
and  which  wiw  not  above  the  influence  of  fear  and  favor. 
Nor  can  I  blame  thom  for  either  of  the  steps  wliich  they 
took  immediately  after  the  reading  of  tlie  confession. 
The  first  was  to  send  a  committee  of  twelve  to  tell  him 
that  they  **  conceived  it  to  be  au  ingenuous  and  full  con- 
fession ; "  atid  nsk  him  whether  the  subscription  was  in 
his  hand,  and  whether  he  would  stand  to  it  or  no  ;  who 
presently  returned  witli  his  answer  :  — 

"  My  Lords,  it  is  my  act*  my  hand,  my  heart.  I  b^ 
seech  your  Lordships,  be  merciful  to  a  broken  reed." 

The  next  was  to  move  the  King  to  sequester  the  sea!  ; 
who  at  once  commissioned  the  Lord  Treasurer,  the  Lord 
Steward,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  Earl  of  Arundel, 
to  I'uceive  and  take  charge  of  it ;  to  whom  when,  Hndiiig 
him  very  sick,  they  "  wished  it  had  been  better  with 
him,**  bo  answered  :  — 

"  The  worse  the  better.  By  the  King's  great  favor  I 
received  the  great  seal ;  by  my  own  great  fault  I  have 
loet  it.** 
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Tbeae  things  (much  to  bo  regretted  but  inevitable) 
having  been  dispatuheil,  the  next  business  was  to  agr^e 
upon  the  sentence  tu  be  passed  :  a  basioess  which  ought 
not,  in  my  u{>inion,  to  huvci  seemed  to  them  so  simple  aa 
they  found  it.  The  *' full  and  ingenuoaa  confession" 
which  tliey  had  accepted  us  the  ground  for  their  censure, 
waa  auliieient  to  juwlify  them  in  pronouncing,  without 
further  wmsidcriUion.  that  he  was  guilty  of  **  corrup- 
tion ;  "  but  us  tu  the  degree  and  quality  of  the  corruption 
ib  supplied  a  good  de^il  of  information  which  was  new  to 
them,  and  demanded  (if  the  punishmeut  Wiis  to  be  duly 
apportioned  to  the  crime)  a  great  deal  of  consideration* 
and  ntised  sevenil  questions  which  ought  to  have  bei*n 
entertained,  itnd  tlie  law  concerning  them  inquired,  set- 
tled, and  declared.  It  was  a  cause  of  very  great  impor- 
tance; ulniuHt,  if  not  absolutely,  the  first  of  its  kind. 
They  could  find  no  prefMMleut  near  enough  to  serve  as  u 
gulde^  Some  definition  of  the  offense,  recognized  by  the 
law,  there  niay  have  been :  but  it  was  certuinly  not  bo 
familiar  as  not  to  need  quoting,  or  so  distiuct  as  to  make 
it  an  eiisy  matter  to  say  winch  of  the  confessed  acts  came 
within,  and  which  lay  witliont  it.  It  is  true  that  there 
must  have  been  a  strong  popular  impression  of  their  ille- 
gality ;  for  it  was  assumed  and  acted  on  without  inquiry 
or  contrndlction  :  but  a  Court  not  learned  in  the  law,  de- 
ciding without  appeal,  has  no  right  to  go  upon  popular 
impressious,  however  geuenil  and  however  stping.  If 
they  had  tu^Ued  the  Juilges  what  constituted  judicial 
bribery,  and  by  what  law  it  was  made  penal,  and  what 
the  Icgiil  penalty  was,  the  Judges  (their  otlicinl  advisers 
in  such  mutteri*)  would  have  supplied  them  with  the  boat 
opinion  that  couhi  be  hiul.  Some  questions  there  ct*r- 
tainly  were  which  hiid  a  very  impiirtant  bearing  upon 
this  particular  c;ise,  and  on  wltich  tlie  popular  impressltm 
waa  not  decideil.  If  tln^  list  of  gnituities  eonfesaed  to 
liitvi-   bicn   received,  taken   with   the   circumsUni.m   :ia 
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stated  in  tlm  confession,  be  narefally  exaniinedf  it  will  be 
found  thut  nioflt  of  them  were  received  Bfter  the  cause 
wad  ended,  nnd  without  relation  to  any  precedent  prom- 
iae.  This  Hacon  himself  "  conceived  lo  bo  no  fault." 
"  By  the  opinion  of  the  civiliuus,"  it  seemed^  he  said, 
**  to  be  no  offense."  Upon  tliat  point  at  Iwial,  therefore, 
there  wiis  n  iloubt  which  it  could  not  be  rij^ht  for  such  n 
Court,  pronouncing  sentence  in  such  a  cauHts  to  pass  in 
silence.  It  will  1m»  found  »lso  that  more  than  half  the 
charges  rest  upon  the  depositions  of  single  witnesses: 
and  tliough  Coke  would  hnve  been  retidy  to  assure  them 
that  the  single  witness  whose  evidence  incriminates  him- 
self is  more  to  be  believed  than  three  who  have  com- 
mitted uo  crime,  tlie  rule  would  hardly  upply  in  this  ciise, 
when  every  witness  whose  evidencu  might  convict  him 
of  the  crime  liad  been  A])ecially  protected  from  all  dan- 
ger of  Uie  (wnalty.  Facts  stated  on  the  aiithorit)-  of  a 
single  witness,  and  denied  or  itdniitted  with  material  dif- 
fi^rences  by  the  party  acuuse<l,  clearly  form  a  distinut 
class.  Nor  could  those  which  rested  uptju  the  evidence 
of  more  than  one  witness  be  admitted  all  aUke,  without 
questions  or  distinctions,  as  proved.  Why  did  the  Lords 
make  such  a  point  of  Jmving  a  more  particular  confejwion, 
when  the  confession  before  thum  admitted  that  the  case 
deserved  condemnation  and  consun*?  Becaust*  confession 
wiis  required  *•  to  ground  llieir  Rentence;  "  that  is  to  say, 
because  in  a  case  which  h:ul  not  been  tried  they  could  not 
lake  for  proved  anything  wbtcb  had  not  been  confessed. 
If  so,  it  followed  that  where  a  fact  was  either  doiiie<l  in 
the  confession  or  admitted  with  a  difTerenoe,  it  ought  to 
have  been  either  omitted  altogether  from  the  grounds  of 
censure  or  retained  with  the  correction:  so  much  of  it 
as  was  confessed  being  tuken  for  proved,  and  no  more. 
Justice  clearly  required  that  cases  of  this  kind  should  be 
distinguished  from  the  rest,  and  treaU-.d  separately.  Even 
those  which  wfre  liest  proved  nnd  most  to  the  purjiose  — 
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oases  of  gifts  ccuifesAed  tu  have  beeu  received  Erom  suitora 
whose  catiseB  hiid  not  been  finally  disposed  of  —  were  not 
all  Hlike.  There  were  many  mnoiig  them  in  which  the 
Buit  passed  through  so  many  stuges,  and  came  buck  again 
80  often  after  seeming  to  be  disposed  of^  that  a  man  with 
muny  other  tilings  to  think  of  wight  easily  be  unaware 
that  he  had  anything  more  to  do  with  it,  and  yet  it 
might  be  still  |>t^iuling.  If  the  ignorance  was  reid.  such 
cases  belonged  niomlly  to  the  class  of  gifts  received  after 
the  caus«s  was  at  »n  end,  aud  were  entitled  to  the  same 
distinction.  The  collection  was  further  swelled  by  cases 
in  which  Ha^ton  had  ai'ted  as  arbitrator  or  mediator  by 
consent  of  the  parties,  and  in  which  one  or  botlj,  feeling 
themselves  obliged  by  his  services,  had  expressed  the 
sense  of  obligation  nfter  the  fii»hion  of  the  time,  by  a 
present  of  money  or  money's  worth.  Such  presents  were 
analogous  to  those  usually  mmle  to  negotiators  or  ambas- 
sadors :  which  nobody  thought  wrong.  These  again,  if 
admitted  into  the  charge  at  all  (which  I  think  they 
should  not  have  been),  ought  at  least  to  have  been  dis- 
tinguished in  the  judgment  as  not  implying  con'uption. 
Others  again  were  not  gifts  at  all,  but  sums  of  mtmey 
borrowed,  and  recovt^rable  as  debts  ;  ^  and  though  all 
money  transactions  between  the  Judge  and  the  suitor 
may  have  been  justly  censunible^  as  exposing  the  Judge 
to  thu  suspicion,  and  likely  to  betray  him  into  the  pnuy 
tice  of  corru]ition.  yet  a  money-lender,  like  a  wine-mer- 
chant or  a  tailor^  may  happen  to  have  a  suit  in  Chancery  ; 
and  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  might  in  the  one  case  order 
his  usual  supply  uf  wine  or  clothes  without  incurring  sus- 
picion of  a  corrupt  intention,  so  in  the  other  he  niiglit 
borrow  a  sum  of  money  (being  a  practice  to  which  he 

)  TlirHti  nf  t)ifM)  rjuie*  (^v«  rim  uUtr  Hacor**  t1r«lh  t^t  m  cuHtius  fiiivatiiin. 
BfinK  cbtniiHl  liy  tli«  liPt>il«r>«  r«  lUlan  due  to  tlivm  frum  the  P*uti>,  Uie  ex««u- 
ton  plruiitHl  llut  Utey  htiil  h«f>ti  (ti>cittr<l  b<t'  Uie  IIoum*  of  I^frdu  to  b«  btibiw. 
Bm  boiti  tu  LurU  t'AitipIu-lt'fl  Liru  n/  tht  Ckamniton,  ?k\  MltUoit,  vol.  Hi.,  p. 
140. 
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had  hU  Uis  life  been  too  much  addicted)  wilhout  des<*nr- 
ingit. 

For  the  formation  of  a  just  judgment,  it  was  obviously 
necessary  to  take  hII  points  like  tliese  into  considei-ution. 
Not  being  themselves  men  of  science  in  hiw,  nor  disposed 
to  tuke  advice  of  such  as  wore,  we  must  suppoBe  that  tli« 
Lords  went  by  common  sende ;  and  common  sense  mus& 
have  cried  out  that  if  they  meant  to  make  a  precedeut 
for  ihH  benefit  of  posterity  in  passing  judgment  upon  a 
grejit  offender,  they  must  clearly  undei-stJind  and  make 
understood  wliat  tlie  offenses  wero  of  which  Iio  liad  be«ti 
proved  guilty;  —  that  their  first  business  tliercforo  waa 
tc»  nscertiiin  how  many  of  the  fiicts  alleged  were  proved 
true,  whether  by  evidence  or  confewiinn ;  then,  of  th*i6e 
proved  true,  how  umny  impjie<l  corruption  or  otherwise 
transgressed  the  law;  and  lastly,  of  thost)  proved  corrapfe 
in  construction  of  law,  how  many  implieil  real  corrup- 
tion in  tlio  shape  of  a  bargnin  which  was  to  inBucxice  the 
judgment.  Common  sense  must  have  told  them  that 
this  could  only  be  done  by  taking  the  chiirges  separately, 
and  discussing  them  one  by  one  :  and  though  they  were 
not  a  body  well  qualified  or  well  trained  for  such  discua- 
fiions,  the  order  of  proceeding  was  obvions  and  easy-  The 
charges  were  set  out  in  twenty-eight  articles.  To  each 
article  was  appended  Bacon's  confession  and  declara- 
tion; which  included  all  the  defense  whiHi  he  thought 
fit  to  offer.  Kach  charge  might  bo  taken  in  succession, 
and  the  question  debated  whether,  upon  that  charge,  be 
was  guilty  or  not  guilty.  All  reasonable  cnnsidorationa 
should  have  foimd  iu  a  coiimiittee  of  the  wliole  House 
some  advocate  to  represent  them :  and  if  questions  of 
law  intervened,  the  Judges  were  within  reach  und  would 
advise.  When  the  whole  list  had  been  gone  through  in 
this  way,  they  would  have  known,  or  done  their  best  to 
know,  what  the  offense  amounteil  to  ;  and  wtiuld  liave 
be^'n  in  a  4:<>ndition  to  consider  what  punishment  it  de- 
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served.  And  here  iilso  they  would  or  should  have  met 
with  a  question,  matenally  iilTtKfting  Ihe  moral  iiapect  of 
these  pnu^tioee,  and  material  therefore  to  the  npportioD- 
mCDt  f*(  the  penalty;  namely,  Whiit  wn.s  the  custom 
and  wliat  was  th»'  opinion  with  regard  to  gift-taking  by 
Judges  in  those  diiys  ?  How  far  was  the  prrtctiee  com- 
raoDf  and  how  far  was  it  tolerated?  Had  Bacon  in  short 
done  more  than  uther  Chancellors  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  doing,  and  douig  without  reproach  ?  It  is  a  question 
hardly  poasible  to  answer  now.  But  at  that  time  in  a. 
committee  of  the  whole  House  of  Lords  there  were  prob- 
ably some  who  could  have  thrown  liglit  upon  it  if  they 
chose.  On  comparing  the  very  moderate  fees  and  al- 
lowanccB  lUBigued  at  that  time  to  the  otHeers  nnil  min- 
isters of  justice,  —  j£  1,047  l.j«.  to  the  Lortl  ChanceUor, 
£238  6«.  8d.  tt.  the  Lard  Chief  Justice.  XI 32  17*.  4d. 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  etc.,  —  with  tlie  confiiderahle 
incomes  spent  or  the  largic  fortunes  accumuhited  dur- 
ing the  tenure  of  those  offices,  many  fwople  think  that 
a  great  paii.  of  their  receipta  mmit  really  have  been  de- 
rived from  gratuities  of  one  kind  or  another.  And  if  ae 
searching  a  light  could  be  thrown  upon  the  proceedings 
of  former  Chancellors,  I  should  not  he  surprised  to  find 
that  the  taking  of  gifts  from  suitors  was  one  of  those 
pmoticcs  which,  though  everybody  knew  them  to  be  il- 
legal, and  nobody  would  undertake  publicly  to  justify 
them,  were  nevertheless  not  only  generally  indulged  in 
by  tht«c  who  received  the  profit,  but  geneiiiUy  known  of 
and  tolerated  by  others  who  had  no  share  in  it;  —  that 
the  nilvpr  Hagons  sent  by  tho  suitor  to  Sir  Thomas  Morft' 
were  an  example  of  the  ordinary  practice,  while  the  witty 
and  graceful   rebuke  represented  the  exceptional   int4''g- 

1  "Sir  'llioiiLSK  Mitrt!  lubl  mnt  litm  by  n  lutlor  tii  th«i  Cti«iici>rv  Iwu  pDvtt 

llitfOM.     Wtitiu  Uicy  w«fv  (trMvutftI  lif  Iho   )?eiill«Tnail'a  Mirv«al   lit*  ««i<l  le 

be  of  bis  iii«Q,  *  Itiirc  liim  ti>  lUe  cutUr  ami  Irt  liim  hare  of  toy  Ih»1  wine : '  *m\ 

niiuh'  li>  tl)«  MrvAiil,  •Hill.  'Tell  iliy  iiMUter,  fricDd,  if  bv  llko  il  let  blm  not 

tfo  it."     Apophthsfjm*,  Nil   Si. 
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Hty  of  tlie  man  :  one  of  those  mornl  geniuses  that  rise 
into  eminent  place  onCo  perhaps  in  a  century  (only  that 
in  that  case  there  must  have  been  fourteen  others  Ive- 
tween  the  birth  of  More  iind  nf  Chriatianity,  amJ  I  thiulc 
it  would  bo  (litiicult  to  count  them  up)  and  illustrate  the 
pi*Hctire  of  tlieir  times  by  contrast.  Upon  this  point,  how- 
ever, I  have  not  myself  sei^n  any  evidence  which  seems 
conclusive  ;  and  I  only  say  here  that  it  was  one  which 
the  Housp  of  Lortls,  in  its  capacity  of  8u|iivine  Court  of 
Jufitice,  had  to  consider  and  tnke  into  aixwunt.  When 
they  had  sottled  this,  there  wouhl  still  remain  the  great 
question  of  all  —  wh*?thei'  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  in  any  one  of  these  eases  the  judgment  had  bet^n  in 
Any  way  influenced  by  the  gift :  a  qm^tion  which  is  not 
distinctly  raised  by  the  accusation,  because  no  such  charge 
is  contained  in  any  of  tho  articles  ;  but  which  makes  so 
great  a  distance  in  the  moral  character  of  the  transaction, 
thiui  in  apportioning  the  puuishment  to  tho  offense  they 
could  nut  pnB&  it  by. 

Any  man  seriously  endeavoring  to  nnderstand  and  es- 
timatt?  the  nature  of  Bacon's  deliquency  must  feel  that 
without  taking  things  like  these,  into  consideration,  it 
cannot  bo  done  :  and  if  so,  it  must  have  been  the  busi- 
ness of  the  I^rds  to  consider  them  before  they  pnv 
nounoed  sentence.  How  they  set  about  it  we  have  not, 
till  within  the  hist  three  yesirs,  had  any  means  of  know- 
ing, further  than  that  what  they  did  they  did  qntekly  ; 
for  the  Lords'  J(inni:ils  ti:ll  us  nothing  of  what  passed  in 
committee,  except  the  i-eault  as  embodied  in  the  subse- 
quent action  of  th«  House.  But  the  publication  In  1870 
by  llio  Camden  Society  of  ELsing's  Notes  of  the  Debates 
during  part  of  tliis  session  has  given  us  some  insight  into 
the  interior:  and  though  the  notes  tire  short,  wo  gain 
from  them  a  tolombly  clear  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  important  deliberation  was  tmnsacted. 

The  seal  had  been  delivered  up  and  put  in  commission 
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on  the  1st;  of  May.  On  the  '2d,  toivnrdn  the  end  of  thu 
sitting,  — 

^"Agreed  to  proceed  iu  the  busiucss  of  the  Lord  Cbaooellor 
ttori-ow  morning. 
"SouTHASiPToN.  The  L.  Chancellor  to  have  notice  and  warn- 
ing to  bo  here  then  to  hear  his  scntonco  by  9.  The  cotlecUon 
of  the  chargefl,  proofs,  und  cotifcssion*  to  be  oousiderwl  of  by  a 
Cooimittee. 

"^Akcii.  CanterdukY.  The  Lower  Ilouse  to  hsvG  notice  that 
thoy  eoine  to  cmve  judf^ment- 

*'Agree(J»  the  Geudetnan  l.'iiherauiJ  the  Serjeant-at-Anu8  to 
warn  t.hc  T-  Chancellor,  ami  to  bring  him  hither. 

"The  Mouse  resiuncMl 

"The  Usher  and  Serjeant  to  BQmmoD  iho  L.  ClianccUor  lo 
•ppear  here  in  person  to-morrow  by  9*  All  the  Judges  lo  be 
here  tn  their  robes,  save  one  in  eiurh  court.  The  Lower  Housn 
to  l>e  HiMiL  lor.  The  Serjeant  lo  carry  his  m.ice,  and  lo  show  it 
him,  but  not  to  carry  it  before  him  as  he  did  when  he  luid  the 
6eal. 

Adjomatur  to  9  to-morrow. 
Die  Jovis,  3  Maii.  1621. 

"TiiK  Gentleman  Uarkr  and  Ma.  Skrjkant.     That  they 

find  the  Jj.  Chiincellor  in  fiirk  in  IksI.  Flo  answcroil  that  he  is  ho 
sick  thftl  he  ts  not  abh*  (<>  repair  hither;  that  tliis  im  no  ttxc4iM>, 
for  if  he  h»i  been  wnll  he  would  willingly  havo  tyime. 

**KiciiMOND.  The  charge  and  confession  of  the  L.  Chauoel- 
lor  to  be  reml  and  compared. 

"It  was  rea<i  per  Mr.  Attorney  at  the  clerk's  table, 

*•  L.  ClliPP  Ju^TicK.     First  lo  know  onh^re:  — 

"  1.  AVhetlior  to  mention  the  rejection  of  the  former  imperfect 
answer. 

**  2.  Many  witnesses  examined ;  whether  to  take  notice  of 
the«e  emmlnaliimg,  or  ihi»  norond  suhmisfiinii. 

"3.  Wlieiher  to  convict  him  u|>on  cvtiry  partitnilor,  or  the 
geoerftl. 

•»Qnoation:  Such  of  tlie  Lonia  aa  arc  of  opininn  that  the  L. 
Chancellor  is  guilty  of  the  rtfTenscs  as  h*i  hath  been  charger! 
withal,  etc..  to  siiv  Content. 
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*^The  question  btung  put,  thoy  all  agraud  tlmi  tho  L.  Chau- 
cellor  is  guilty  of  the  mutters  wherewith  he  U  duu'gedi  mmint 
dissentietUe" 

So  that  matter  wita  eaaily  settled.  Tbcy  liad  heard 
the  chur^e  r<.>ad  iigain  and  comjmivd  with  the  cnnfessiou, 
and  they  were  of  opiuiou  thjU  be  was  in  a  geiiLTji  way 
guilty  of  whatever  the  diarge  contained.  No  di&tinotioDfl 
tiU^en.  Tliowgh  they  thought  tlmy  could  not  sent<^nce 
without  confession,  they  oonid  find  him  guUty  of  what 
he  liad  not  confessed  aa  well  as  what  he  hud. 

The  question  of  ^nilt  being  thus  disposed  of,  then  came 
the  question  of  the  punishment. 

"ToB  L.  Chief  Justice.  That  tlwy  proceed  to  apeak  of 
hifl  punishment. 

'*  The  clerk  to  tako  notes  of  every  man's  opinion  for  the  kind 
of  punishment. 

"■Huntingdon.     TIip  TTouso  to  he  adjourned  adUbitum. 

"PRINCK.  A  precedent  of  former  Chancwllore.  thtj  like  of- 
feime,  nnd  wliiit  punishtnent  hath  lu'en  uiMicu^d  on  them. 

"Ahlndkl.  This  mottou  good,  if  there  he  any  such  prece- 
dents. 

**L.  CnAMDKitT.AiN.  Michoell  lie  ]a  Poole  questioned  for 
changing  of  hinds  with  thi;  King. 

"HcHSDON  delivorc<l  some  nutcs  of  judgments  agftiuat  Pooldi 
Thorp,  etc     Reud^  and  he  received  the  note  l*ck. 
Adjornatur  ad  libitum, 

"  'WEKTWORTn.     If  Poole  his  cue  concerns  this,  to  be  i 
to  the  House. 

''SpRNCKn.  The  King  aaid  lie  would  make  it  a  precedent 
to  posterity.     Not  Lu  trench  to  life  hnnifihment,  etc 

"AuuNDKi..  His  ofTenseit  foul,  his  confesaion  pitiful.  Lifo 
not  to  he  touched. 

"  L.  CnAwnEKLAiN.     A  fine,  rauHom,  and  iuiprij^nmeut. 

"  SHKPKiELit.  Not  to  hti  cjipiiblo  herciifter  of  any  ofTico  of 
judicature  or  councillor's  place. 

"  Satk.  To  l)e  degraded  during  life,  for  unHt  to  sii  b»jr« 
ugaio  amongst  us. 
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"  AnPKDKL.     Not  to  be  d-groded. 

*'  L.  Chauberlain*.  Tu  tine,  raiifiom,  imprisonmenL  ITnca- 
pable  of  fuiy  public  office,  eta     Not  to  be  degraded. 

**  SoDTiiAMi'ToN.  Wc  <mniiol  guide  our  sentence  by  any  pre- 
cedeiiU  to  uiukfl  an  example  of  th)»  such  as  posterity  may  give 
UB  thanks  for.  BanUkment  or  not?  Degradation?  Opinion 
that  he  is  fit  to  be  degraded,  being  mode  uncapahle  of  any  office 
in  the  State  or  Commonwealth.  At  the  least  to  be  degraded 
dunng  life,  and  banl^lied  from  ever  coming  near  the  CourU 

**  RiouuoND.     Against  degradation. 

"  Spencrh.  a  man  may  be  auainted,  and  yet  hia  honor  re- 
main, and  allttged  prvcedentii  of  many. 

"  Sate.     Front  rmtea  pro  vita. 

**h.  C£fA>fBKBLAiN.  Put  it  to  tlie  qucstion  whether  to  be 
degnidnd  durante  vita. 

"  SouTBAMPTON.     Not  to  be  banished,  though  worthy. 

"  L.  TuKAsuuKiu  Fine,  etc  No  honor  touched  hero,  but 
by  way  of  loss  of  olHw,  etc.  Bill  only.  Agreea  with  tlie  L. 
Chamberhiin. 

**  CAunRiDOP..  Agrees  to  all  Aave  degradation,  for  thai  he 
hath  m:ido  iio  clear  and  in;^t^nnonii  rronfesaion  which  men  of  hia 
sort  do  not.     Agreea  with  L.  Chumberlain. 

**  pRiNCK.     Agreea  with  Cambridge. 

''Cambridqe.  The  Lord  Chancellor  never  to  sJt  here,  nor 
come  near  the  Court. 

'*  Aki:.m>kl.  Idem  cum  L.  Treasurer,  not  to  bo  degraded 
here,  which  is  not  usual  but  by  way  of  bill.  To  be  put  to  the 
qneation. 

"  Dcrksmf:.  Not  to  bo  degraded,  a«  he  may  remember  from 
whence  he  hiilh  fallen. 

**  SoPTHAMrros.  Whether  he  whom  this  House  thinks  nnflt 
to  bo  a  constable  shall  come  to  the  Parliament? 

"  He  never  to  oomc  to  Parliament  again. 

**  L.  Aduioal.'  The  Lord  Chascellor  so  sick  that  he  cannot 
live  long. 

"  Southampton. 

Tlie  House  restimed. 


**  L.  Cb.  JuBTioe. 


Question,  whether  the  L.  Chancellor  — 
1  Bockingham- 
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"  L.  CiiAMBKRLAiN.  We  sgreo  he  toec  bis  place  tn  ParUa«l 
saent  during  life. 

**  QueMlion  :  Wliether  the  Viscouut  St.  Albans  bIihII  be  8UB*| 
pendod  of  ull  his  titJea  of  nobility  during  his  lifv,  or  no  ? 

**  Agreed  per  plurtt^  Dot  lo  be  suBpended}  etc 

«  1.  The  fine  and  ransom,  £40,000. 

**2.  Iuipris*)iiuit;nt  during  ihc  King's  ploasuro  in  the  Tower. 

**3,  Uncrtprtblo  of  any  office,  plnce,  or  cuiployment  in  lliel 
State  or  Cominonwcaltb. 

*^  4.  Never  to  sit  in  Parliament,  nor  to  oomo  wiiliiu  the  vor 
of  the  Court. 

**■  Put  to  the  question,  wlictber  these  puutshnientB  above  afa 
be  inflicted  upon  the  L.  Visnmnt  8u  Albau  or  no? 

"  Agreed.     DitseRtiente  L.  Admiml." 

This  was  the  whole  judiciul  proceeding.  It  rcmiunedj 
only  to  prohonnce  the  sentonce,  —  which  was  done  with] 
due  eeremony,  hh  described  in  the  journnls. 

**The  LonU  having  agreed  upou   the  sentence  to  be  giveal 
against  ttie  Lord  Cliancellor,  did  send  a  message  to  the  Hous 
of  CommonSf 

.     \  Mr.  Serjeant  Crew, 
(Mr.  Serjeant  Hilcbain ; 

"That  the  I^ords  are  ready  to  give  judgment  ogiiinat  thaj 
Iiord  Viscount  Si.  Alban.  I^jrd  Chancellor,  if  (hey,  with  iheirj 
Speaker,  will  come  to  demand  it. 

**  In  tlie  mean  time  the  Lords  pat  on  their  robes ;  and  anawor] 
being  nuumed  of  this  TneB«age  and  the  Commons  coroe; 

**Tbe  S|>eaker  came  to  the  Bar,  and,  making  tliroo  low  obei-< 
sances,  said, — 

"'The  KnightA,  Citizens,  and  Bui-geases  of  the  Coramonflj 
Uou&e  of  Parliament  have  made  complaint  uuto  your  LonlshipsJ 
of  many  exorbitant  otffnHeH  of  bribery  jind  corrnpiion  eommittttlj 
by  tJie  Lord  Chuncellor.  We  understand  that  your  Loril^hipd 
are  ready  to  give  judgment  upon  him  for  the  same.  Where-^ 
fore  I,  their  Speaker,  in  their  name,  do  humbly  demand  and 
pray  judgment  against  him  the  t.oni  Chancellor,  aii  the  nat 
of  hu)  otfense  aud  demerita  do  require.' 
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"Tlie  Lord  Chief  Jiuttice  answered:  *  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  ihe 

[implaint  of  tLe  Cominons  against  lite  Lonl  Viscoaut  St  Alban. 

I^rd  Chancellor,  this  High  Court  hath  thereby,  and  by  hiH  own 

'confession,  found  him  gnilty  of  the  crimes  and  cnrruptious  coiu- 

plaineU  of  by  the  Commous,  and  of  sundry  other  erimes  and  cor- 

^iptions  of  like  natnre. 

"And  therefore  this  High  Court  (having  first  Bummoned  him 

to  attend,  and  having  recoived  his  excuse  of  not  attending  bj 

reason  of  infirmity  and  siektie^s,  which  he  protested  was  not 

ff);;ued,  or  else  he  would  most  willingly  have  attended)  doth 

nevertlieless  think  fli  Ui  procetMl  to  judgment;  and  therefore  this 

^^Jigh  Court  doth  adjudge:  — 

^H  •**  1.  That  the  Lord  Viseount  Su  Alban,  Lord  Chanctjllor  of 
^H^ngland,  shall  undergo  fine  and  ransom  of  forty  thousand 
^^Dounda. 

^H  "■S.  That  he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  during  the 
^^KiDg's  pleasure. 

*•  •  It.  That  he  shall  forever  be  incapable  of  any  office,  place, 
employment  in  the  .State  or  Commonwealth. 
**M.  That  he  fdiall  never  ait  In  Parliament^  nor  come  within 
be  verge  of  the  Court.^ 

'This  is  the  judgment  and  resolution  of  this  High  Court.*** 

The  PrtncK  hi.s  UiglinrKs  was  enlrouted  Uy  the  lIou«e,  that, 

eompanied  with  divers  of  the  Lords  of  this  Mouse,  he  would 

plea84<d  to  prr^ent  this  sentence  given  against  the  late  Lord 

fianeellor  unto  his    Majesty.     His    Highness  was   pleased  to 

yield  unto  tins  request. 

*•  Tliero  is  iv  judicutnre  for  impeacbmeMt/' wiyn  Har- 

nive  in  his  preface  to  Hule'.'*  "  Juriadiotion  of  tbu  Houao 

Lords/'  '■'•  and  under  it.  on  the  ono  huiul,  the  Commona, 

■  riArtttdun  muKt  Imve  forvoUrti  tliis  jiKlfeuicDt  wlicn,  cpvAking  of  th»  Im- 

■i-liWL'ttt  of  Ihs  Karl  of  Miil<IU>«x  three  ,v«itn  nlKt,  tic  a«y> :  "  But  thv  Duke's 

Bwcf  lftUf))Kin«<4l  hv  the  Prit>c(>'s  i:riuut«n«nc« >  wu  f;r»wii  to  cmt  in  thv  two 

[|au»m,  that  il  wu  In  rain  for  tha  Klnjc  tv  iDI«rpti*e;  »<!  to  tm>twilti"Unilln|r 

I  pMHl  ft  drfrnM  mn<le  by  tho  E«rl,  Uut  be  wu  tbMibml  (n>m  nay  nnrnriou* 

rftMi>  by  Die  hnparltal  opinion  of  many  of  lliute  wbo  heant  sll  the  witl^iico)  li* 

'wu  at  last  conilcrittii^  tn  a  tcreat  Ane,  tu  a  \ang  and  ttrici  iaiK'^'""!^'"^  *'"1 

iMr«r  to  lit  in  Pftriiauifiit  ifuriMjr  hit  i{fe:  a  citarga  of  MiL'lt  a  nilurK  'M  iru4  mvtr 

bt/otv  ftmiui  in  anyjudgmtnt  */  /><iWubm«I,  anil  in  truth  mit  tu  be  iiilliclnd  oil 

uiy  P<er  but  by  aluindwr."  —  Uutury  t^f  UtUUim,  p.  114. 

vol..   IT.  U 
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an  the  greiit  represLMitative  inquest  of  the  nation,  first 
Bnd  the  oriroo,  and  aftonvards,  acting  aa  prosi'i-utors,  en- 
deavor to  support  their  finding  before  the  Loi-da  ;  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  tlie  LonU  exercise  the  function  botli 
of  Judge  and  Jury,  in  trial  of  the  cause  and  In  deciding 
upon  it."  It  apj>ear3,  however,  according  to  the  saniu 
aatbority,  that  the  Lords  hud  not  been  called  on  to  per- 
form this  office  for  two  hundred  years.  *'  From  tlie  3d 
of  Ilonry  V.  to  the  accession  of  James  I.,  there  appears 
to  have  been  little  exomse  of  judicature  in  Parliament 
civilly,  or  indfed  criminally  ;  unless  the  cruel  precedents 
of  acts  of  attaindiir  without  hearing  the  accused,  and  the 
indulgent  precedents  oE  acts  of  restitution  without  as- 
signment of  errors,  of  both  of  which  the  number  is  great,. 
are  fit  to  be  considered  as  judicial  records." 

First  attempts  should  not  be  judged  too  sevorcly,  and 
this  WHS  the  iirst  attempt  of  the  persons  thtm  composing 
the  Mouse  of  Lords  to  exercise  the  combined  oflicos  of  , 
Judge  and  Jury.  Not  having  either  precedents  of  their  fl 
own  to  follow  or  analogous  proceedings  in  other  courts  ™ 
to  imitate  ;  being  untrained  in  judiciiU  bu.sinetKs  of  any  , 
kiud ;  proceeding  without  rules,  order,  or  organization  ;J 
acting  by  turns  as  judge  without  jury  and  jury  without^ 
judge;  settling  queutions  of  law  and  questions  of  fact 
and  questions  of  justice  alike  by  the  majority  of  votes; 
it  is  not  surprising  chut  both  in  trying  the  cause  and  in 
deciding  upon  it  they  merely  reflected  and  gave  effect  to 
the  passion  of  the  time.  As  tlic  passion  of  the  time  hiid 
some  reason  in  it,  so  had  their  decision  some  justice.  It  j 
had  also,  as  it  happened,  —  what  was  more  important,  —  ^ 
a  great  constitutional  value :  it  inflicted  upon  an  abuse 
which  had  been  heretofore  tolerated  a  punishment  which 
made  it  thereafter  infamous.  All  questionable  transao- 
tious  l»etween  Judges  and  suitors  were  from  that  day  at 
an  end  in  England.  For  this  purpose  it  fortuiuitxily  hap- 
pens that  an  unjust  sentence  does  as  well  as  a  ju&t  one* 
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—  perhaps  better:  and  tbuugh  it  fklla  kaiKl  apOD  tlie 
victim,  the  uatiou  receivea  tlie  benefit.  But  aa  a  decis- 
ion upon  tliu  questions  either  of  law  or  of  fact  or  of  jus- 
tice which  the  charge  involved,  I  cannot  think,  consider- 
ing the  nietliod  by  which  it  was  arrived  at,  that  it  de- 
serveu  any  credit  whatever.  As  a  precedent  of  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding  in  such  cases,  it  cannot  be  recommended 
as  an  example  to  be  followed,  in  any  part  of  it.  And 
as  fur  the  character  and  complexion  uf  the  oiTense,  so 
little  consideration  was  used  in  the  inquiry  that  whoever 
canis  to  form  an  estimate  of  that  must  try  the  case  over 
again  for  himself  upon  such  evidence  as  is  now  attainable. 
Bacon  never  allowed  himself  to  dispute  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  to  which  he  had  undertaken  to  submit.  But 
his  confession  contains  his  own  judgment  upon  his  own 
cue;  and  though  wo  cannot  test  it  by  comparison  with 
the  depositions  upon  which  the  judgment  of  the  Lord^ 
was  really  ba^ed,  and  which  ho  never  saw,  wo  can  try  it 
by  ito  correspondence  with  some  other  facts  not  known 
to  them ;  *  and  their  impression  of  the  effect  of  those  dep- 
ositions will  not  be  accepted  as  conclusive  by  those  who 
have  studied  the  rest  of  their  proceedings  during  that 
ftnd  the  two  following  weeks. 

1  Sec  below,  p.  89MM. 
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WuAT  remained  of  the  sentence  which  they  had  paased 
during  those  wfteka  upon  Edwurd  Lloyde  —  an  old  gen- 
Ueman  whn  hud  spoken  of  tiie  new  Queen  of  Bohemia  aa 
"  goodwifo  I^alsgrave,"  and  whom  for  that  offense  only 
they  had  condemned  to  the  pillory,  the  whipping-cart, 
perpetual  infamy,  a  fine  of  £6,000,  and  imprisonment  in 
Newgate  for  life  —  might  be  remitted  by  the  King  aa 
awm  as  he  was  forgotten.  But  Bacon  could  not  bo  for- 
gotten :  and  aa  in  the  judgments  of  tliis  world  confeasioa 
and  penitence  prove  guilt  but  earn  no  absolution,  his  dis- 
grace remained  with  him  and  his  punishments  could  not 
be  dispensed  with  or  remitted.  The  disposition  to  take 
bis  part  as  much  as  they  could,  which  had  been  shown 
by  the  Prince  and  Buckingham,  and  to  a  cerUiin  extent 
by  the  Court  party  in  general,  appears  to  have  excited 
an  nppreliensinn  that  his  ruin  was  not  complete,  and  that 
he  might  rise  again  :  an  apprehension  which  pursued  him 
to  the  end ;  there  being  always  somebody,  whenever  a 
proposal  was  made  for  bis  relief,  to  object  to  it  as  disro- 
spectful  to  Parliament. 

The  following  note  of  the  pi-oceedinga  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  12th  of  May,  shows  how  active  and  impa- 
tient this  jealousy  was. 

**  SouTUAHpTON.  That  the  L.  Chancellor  is  not  yet  gone 
to  the  Tower;  moved  thut  the  world  may  not  think  our  sen- 
tCDoe  is  io  raiu. 
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"  L.  Admiral.  Th«  King  b^ith  rviipited  his  golug  to  the 
Toffor  in  UiiH  time  of  \\h  groat  Mckiiosfi. 

**  SnKFFiKLD.  A  warraiiL  frnm  the  Honae  to  commit  the 
Ut£  L.  Chonoellor  to  the  Tower."  ^ 

As  thvro  is  notliing  to  be  fouud  about  this  in  tlio  Joui^ 
nals,  I  suppose  tlie  motion  was  not  carried,  but  with- 
driiwn  upon  an  undoratanding  that  he  would  bo  sent  to 
the  Tower  us  soon  as  his  health  permitted.  He  was  aeut 
accordingly  before  the  end  of  the  mouth  :  and  so  far,  the 
Lords  ha<l  the  satisFuotion  of  proving  to  the  world  that 
their  sentence  had  not  been  in  rain.  Hut  as  tJie  wonts 
of  it  were  that  he  was  to  be  **  injprisoned  in  the  Tower 
during  the  King's  plpASui'e/'  tliey  could  not  coinplnin  of 
his  being  released  as  stxvn  as  it  was  the  King's  ]>leasura 
that  he  should  he  imprisoned  no  longer.  The  exact  date 
and  duration  of  his  imprisonment  is  not  certainly  kno\m; 

^nt  least  our  authorities  do  not  exactly  agree.  Chamber- 
lin,  writing  on  the  ^d  of  Juno  (which  was  Satunhty), 
says  that  he  went  to  the  Tower  in  *^  the  begiiuiiug  of  the 
week  ;  *'  and  afterwards  writing  on  the  Oth,  rcpoii-s  that 
he  came  out  on  thu  *2d  ;  Caiudtm,  in  his  *' AunalJum  A|>- 
ki'atuSf"  says  that  he  remained  only  two  days,  but  does 
not  give  t)in  date  either  of  his  entrauoe  or  his  exit.    WJiat 

^We  know  is  that  he  waa  in  the  Tower  ou  the  ^Ist  of  May, 
and  out  on  the  4th  of  June,  as  wiU  be  seen  by  the  foltow- 
hig  letters :  — 

1  Eliiriff,  \t  TO.    II  iippoan,  bovovert  that  tho  bloir  ni  ilnin],  not  lo  moch 

jt  iltcoQ  M  ■g«iMt  ltackiD|[bnn)t  who  w«8  Hupponccl  iq  tn  ihWIiliDg  him, 

ad  AjMitiki  whom  Ihero  was  a  ftront;  v^rxy  id  the  Upprr  IIquh,  beadcj  by 

oulhtniptoii.     "The  rumor  Utfly  fiprcad,"  mjh  Sir  Anthony  Anhloy,  writing 

DD  Uie  ■■ran  day,  *'  U)Uchliiie  liii  Malcity'*  antimcly  porrlon  of  tht<  lata  Lard 

illor'i  flna  and  intpriMiuQient,  with  fomo  oUicr  favorv  intcnilrd  toward* 

I  (mUI  to  be  procured  by  your  l^nliihlp'*  only  Intimation),  halli  •■xcrvdingly 

atcd  tbr  TflDCor  of  tin-  )ll-affi.-Pted ;  which,  alticit  It  be  fatsc,  and  Mnlikvly, 

tOBt  very  uiu<>iu«nable^  it  doth  yet  mtto  the  praurut  turn  for  thi>  incrvaMi 

«f  fflalLc«  agalntt  yoo.    t  can  but  iaform  your  Lordahip  of  what  I  Btidontiand. 

Too  may  please  to  make  aso  thereof  as  yoonelf  thinketli  best."  —  Cu&olu, 
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TO  THE  MABQUIS  OP  BUCKINGHAM. 

Good  my  Lord, —  Procure  the  warrant  for  my  dis- 
charge this  day.  Death,  I  thank  God,  is  so  far  from  be- 
iug  unwelcome  to  me,  aa  I  have  called  for  it  (as  Christian 
resolution  would  permit)  any  time  tlieue  two  months. 
But  to  die  before  the  time  of  his  Majesty*s  grace,  and  in 
this  disgraceful  place,  is  even  the  wurst  that  could  be  ; 
Hud  when  I  am  dead,  he  is  gone  that  was  always  iii  one 
tenor,  a  true  and  perfect  servant  to  his  master,  and  one 
that  was  never  author  of  any  immoderate,  no,  nor  unsafe, 
no  (I  will  say  it)  not  unfortunate  counsel ;  and  one  tliat 
no  temptation  could  ever  make  otbur  than  a  trnsty,  and 
honesty  and  thrice  loving  friend  to  your  Lordship  ;  and 
howsoever  I  acknowledge  the  sentence  just,  and  for  re- 
formation sake  lit,  the  juslest  Chancellor  that  hath  been 
in  the  five  changes  since  Sir  Nicholas  Uacon  s  time.  God 
bless  and  prosper  your  Lordship,  whatsoever  become  of 
me. 

Your  Loi-dship*s  true  friend,  living  and  dyiiig, 

Fb.  St.  Albah. 

TowEB,  Slst  May,  1631. 

TO  THE  MARQUIS  OF  nUOKIirGHAM. 

Mr  VKBY  GOOD  Lord,  —  1  heartily  thank  your  Lord- 
ship for  getting  me  out  of  prison,  and  now  my  body  is 
out,  my  mind  nevertheless  will  be  still  in  prison,  till  I 
may  be  on  my  feet  to  do  his  Majesty  and  your  Lord- 
ship faithful  service.  WTierein  your  Lordship,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  shall  find  that  my  adversity  hath  neither 
spent  nor  pent  my  spirits.  God  prosper  you. 
Your  Lordship's  most  obliged 

friend  and  faithfiU  servant, 

Fb.  St.  Albak. 

4  June,  1631. 
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TO  THE  KINO, 

May  rr  pleask  touk  most  excellent  Majesty, — 
1  humbly  tlianlc  your  Majesty  for  my  liberty,  without 
■which  timely  gnint,  iiny  further  grace  -wouM  have  come 
^too  lat^i.  Hut  y()iir  Mnjesty  that  did  shed  tears  in  the 
jinning  of  my  trouble,  will  I  hope  shed  the  dew  of 
^oar  graoe  and  goodness  uj>on  me  in  the  end.  Let  me 
'live  to  serve  yoii,  elae  life  is  but  the  shadow  of  death  to 
Your  Miijosty*s  meet  devoted  servant, 

Fb.  St.  AiiBAN, 

4  Jane,  1621. 


Tlie  next  letter  has  no  <hito,  but  the  alhmion  to  what 
took  phioe  ••  yesterday  '*  makt's  it  probable  thiit  it  was 
written  on  the  5th  of  June.  On  the  4th,  when  Piirlia- 
ment  was  iiboiii  to  adjourn  till  November,  it  was  moved 
in  the  l^^wer  House  by  JSir  J.  Penot,  that  since  tlie 
King  at  the  )>epnning  of  the  Parliament  "  made  his  pro- 
t4^atatioti  about  the  I'lihitinate,  to  ailveiiture  himself,  his 
son,  and  nil  his  estate,"  they  on  their  part  should  make 
a  public  (ledamtion  before  their  departure  *'  that  at  their 
next  access  Lhey  wouId»  if  the  King  should  requli'e  it,  ad- 
%*enture  themselves  and  all  their  estjites  in  rlefeuse  of  Re- 
ligion, etc.  Which  he  hoped,  iK-^ng  known  abroad,  would 
facilitate  his  Majesty's  treaties  with  foreign  ]>nnoe».'* 
The  motion  was  sup|KirteH  by  Sir  Robert  PheJijw,  as 
tending  to  n{Ivance  the  reputation  of  the  oounti^  abroad^ 
and  propose<i  in  the  following  shape  :  — 

"  To  ilerlaro  that  if  his  Miy(v?ty  shall  not  br  peace  obtain  tho 
setlJcaicat  of  true  religioti,  which  now  shftken.  and  the  rectivery 
of  the  PuUliiiatG.  wo  all  nndrrinke  for  the  K^venil  shires  atid 
plocos  for  whteli  wo  lerrc  [tlwt  wo]  will  adveuluro  all  our  for- 
luDes,  of  lives  and  estates  for  tlio-je  nervices." 

The  motion  being  put  up  by  the  S|)ertker  waa,  "by 
genemt  aoclamRtion   and   waving   of   hats,   allowed." 
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Towerson,  the  menihant,  was  tvady  to  answer  for  Lon- 
don ;  deolartiig  tliat  if  ten  sabaidiea  would  not  serve, 
twenty  should  ;  if  twenty  were  not  enrnijijh,  fcliirty  would 
be  forthcoming.  Aud  if  words  would  equip  armies  and 
keep  them  in  fighting  trim,  the  Pnlatinato  would  havo 
been  easily  recovered.  It  remained  to  be  seen  whether, 
when  it  came  to  the  point,  ten  subsidies  would  be  easily 
raised;  and  a  dechirfitton  like  thiSf  liiistily  adapted  at  thn 
close  of  a  session  in  the  course  of  which  (but  for  their 
fury  against  Edward  Lloyde)  it  might  have  seemed  that 
they  hud  forgotten  the  Palatinate  altogether,  was  not  a 
aecuritv  that  could  be  relied  upon.  Still  it  was  valuable 
as  far  as  it  went.  Tht-y  had  got  through  a  session  with- 
out any  opim  quarrel  with  the  King,  which  was  mutter 
for  congi*atulatioin  And  the  results  were  fairly  sumraed 
up  by  Sir  Henry  Savile  in  a  letter  to  Carleton,  a  few 
days  after. 

"  We  have  mode  on  end  of  our  aesaion  of  Pftrliaraent,  whcro 
noLhiD^  is  passed  but  uighloen  or  twenty  woeks  (hh  Poplmm 
"  to  Q.  Etizalietli)  and  two  subtiidies,  beeides  some  oenaures 

[>u  great  persons.  ]  am  sorry  for  the  poraons,  hot  extmpJum 
placet.  The  like  hath  not  Iwon  done  these  500  years.  I  m'luX 
yoo  here  a  deA^-luratiou  of  the  Ci^mmonii  IIouKe  made  to  the 
King  touching  your  affairs  par  r/e  h.  It  ii*  not  nothing,  thoagh 
yon  will  Buy  it  is  not  much.     At  least  it  declareth  the  good  tind 

■feet  union  bnlwcen  the  King  and  his  suhji^ls." 

It  was  the  passing  of  this  Declaration  that  made  it  '^a 
day  of  great  honor  to  his  Majesty." 

TO  THE  MABQCI8  OF   BDCKtNGUAM. 

My  veey  good  Lord.  —  I  liear  yesterday  vraa  a  day  of 
very  great  honor  tti  hi»  Majesty,  which  I  do  congratulate. 
1  hojw  also  his  Majesty  may  i-eap  honor  out  of  my  ad- 
versity, as  he  Itatb  done  strength  out  of  my  prosperity. 
His  Majesty  knows  bi-st  his  own  ways,  and  for  me  to  de- 
sjtair  of  him  were  a  sin  not  to  be  for^vun,    I  thank  GxkI  I 
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have  overoome  tho  bitterness  of  this  cup  by  Christian  re»- 
Dlution,  so  that  worldly  matters  are  but  mint  and  camin. 
God  ever  preserve  you. 

Bacon  had  gone  from  the  Tower  to  Sir  John  Vaughan's 
hoose  at  Fulham,  —  ihe  house  (saya  Chamberlain)  that 
was  Sir  Thomas  Sraitli's,'  —  and  having  partly  recovered 
his  health,  was  at  leisure  to  review  his  position  and  con- 
sider how  to  make  the  best  of  what  remained.  It  was 
no  pleiisant  survey  either  in  the  retrospect  or  the  pros- 
pect. Surprised  and  increduloua  as  he  ha<l  been  at  first, 
when  in  tho  mirldle  of  his  fullest  sea  and  fairest  weather 
he  found  hinibelf  suddenly  among  the  breakers,  it  was 
now  full  two  months  since  he  had  seen  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  his  niisehance :  and  to  a  man  who  was 
not  a  worldling,  I  supiK>se  a  more  mortifying  and  irri- 
tating mischance  could  hardly  havf?  happened.  Had  it 
been  merely  a  political  overthrow,  it  would  have  been 
mortifying  enough,  because  of  the  issues  which  were  at 
stake.  Had  the  loss  of  fortune  only  and  reputation  in 
the  world's  eyes  been  added,  especially  if  in  consequence 
of  any  negligence  or  oversight  of  his  own,  it  would  hiive 
been  so  much  the  worse.  Rut  still  ho  would  liave  had 
Job's  consolation  :  he  could  luive  Ixildly  stood  upon  hia 
integrity  and  challenged  censure.  But  to  see  all  go,  and 
to  feel  that  ho  had  only  himself  and  hia  own  fault  to 
blame,  even  though  the  blaruo  were  not  much  in  itself, 
was  a  terrible  cattiAtrophe,  when  one  considtirs  all  that 
it  involved.  A  little  leaven  leaveneth  tho  whole  lump. 
That  little  drop  of  iidmitted  guilt  changed  the  whole 
oolor  of  his  life,  past  and  to  come.  All  his  life  he  had 
had  an  eye  to  the  future  as  well  as  to  the  present;  Itad 
been  laboring  to  set  patterns  for  imitation,  and  to  give 
ihe  weight  of  his  example  and  authority  to  precedents  of 
reform:  and  I  anj  por8uade<l  for  my  own  part  that,  if  he 

1  U«con'i  uuly  tritt&il,  who  iliwl  in  Deoembtr,  ICOSt. 
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had  died  l>eforo  Chnstmi»  1620,  his  examplo  nnd  an- 
thority  upon  all  questions  of  bnsitiPKs,  pilitics,  adminis- 
tration, legislation,  and  momls,  would  have  stood  quito 
aa  high  and  been  as  much  studied  and  quoted,  and  \rith 
quite  as  good  reason,  as  it  has  u|vjn  questions  purely  in- 
tellectual. All  his  life  he  hiid  been  studying  to  know 
and  to  speak  the  truth  ;  and  I  doubt  whether  there  was 
ever  any  man  whose  ovid€»nco  upon  matters  of  fact  may 
be  more  absolutely  relied  on,  or  who  could  more  truly 
Bay  with  Kent,  in  Loar,  — 

All  my  reports  go  with  ifao  moden  cratli ; 
Nor  TDon,  nor  clipp'U  ;  bat  so. 

All  his  life  he  had  thought  more  of  his  duty  than  his 
fortune;  Betting  an  example  of  imwearied  alacrity  in  all 
willing  serrice,  of  motleration  in  {n»rsonal  claims  and  pre- 
tensions, of  cheerful  submission  under  personal  disap- 
pointments; doing  with  his  heart  whatever  his  hand 
found  to  do,  without  consideration  of  reward.  It  ranst 
have  been  a  bitter  hour,  when  he  looked  round  him  and 
•aw  that  all  this  was  to  gn  for  nothing,  or  worse  than 
nothing;  that  for  his  best  virtues  he  could  never  more 
either  ask  or  expect  credit  with  the  world,  but  must  ex- 
pect, on  the  contrary,  that  they  would  be  turned  to  his 
prejndioe,  nach  virtue  being  laid  to  the  account  of  the 
vice  which  it  most  resembled.  The  fatal  word  **  corrnp- 
tiou'*  was  written  indelibly  against  his  name,  and  he 
knew  that  all  his  actions  would  be  interpreted  by  the 
world  accordingly,  —  that  is,  in  the  worst  sense  :  will- 
ing service  would  pass  for  servile  officiotisncss  ;  honora- 
ble desire  of  station  and  [wwer,  for  mercenary  and  sttlHsh 
ambition ;  professions  of  honesty  and  dininteresteilnem, 
for  hypocritical  affectation  ;  Ins  ways  woidd  be  pointed 
at  as  examples  to  be  shunned,  not  followed ;  his  words 
and  judgments  as  to  be  suspected,  not  believed.  Cornip- 
tio  optimi  ptisima.  He  knew  the  nature  of  popular  judg- 
ment too  well  to  Uxtk  for  any  better  issue.     That  alor 
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with  bis  repuUilion  he  Imtl  loat  tlie  mojuia  of  living  waa 
a  serious  iiggraviition.  For  he  hail  spent  liia  income  so 
irealy  Ibut  liu  bad  lutd  by  nulbiiig  and  wus  far  iu  debt : 
iiud  tb«  Toculion  to  which  ho  wua  now  mtllud  was  one  by 
wliicii  money  kouUI  not  be  made,  yet  whicli  conid  not  bo 
pursued  suoceesfully  witbout.  Leisure  and  (>eticu  of  mind 
3im  iiuUupCTtKable  conditions  of  successfnl  utudy:  and  tbey 
t:;tnnut  be  enjoyed  by  u  man  who  is  in  continual  trouble 
fur  mcaUB  to  quiet  bis  oraditora  aud  pay  bia  woekly  bills. 
Hopes,  bowoVei%  and  encounigements,  were  not  altogether 
wanting,  and  about  the  call  itnrlf  there  could  be  no  doubt. 
It  was  to  contribute  what  be  could  to  the  realization  of 
the  8;icred  vision  of  bis  early  youth ;  winch  bwd  alttinded 
him  thri3Ugb  all  his  fortunes,  in  which  ho  bad  lost  ntMllier 
faith  nor  interest ;  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  held 
to  be  roei*ely  a  matter  of  time,  and  its  importance  be- 
yond all  mt>asur«3  or  calculation.  It  was  to  prophesy  and 
prepiire  the  way  for  the  eomiug  of  tlie  Kingdom  of  Man. 
All  his  life  ho  had  been  wishing  to  bo  free  to  devote  him- 
self to  this  work,  tiiougii  thu  time  had  nc%'er  come  when 
some  other  service  did  not  put  in  a  claim  which  seemed 
at  the  moment  to  be  more  urgent.  Being  now,  thougli 
not  honorably*  yet  effectually  discharged  from  other  de- 
mands upon  his  activity,  the  first  iispirations  of  return- 
Bg  health  pointi*d  to  this;  as  we  Bi*e  in  the  few  words 
idressed  the  next  day  to  Gondomar,  in  acknowledgment 
of  a  letter  expressing  regret  that  he  had  so  tittle  power 
to  repay  him  in  bis  lulversity  for  the  kindness  which  ho 
hnd  received  from  liiin  in  bis  prosperity  ;  and  offering,  if 
he  thought  it  would  do  any  g<x>d,  to  engage  the  King  of 
Spain  to  intercede  with  the  King  of  England  on  bis  be- 
lialf :  an  offer  which  could  t)idy  be  gratefully  and  hand- 
somely declined. 
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TO  THR    OOCTJT    GOKDOMAR,    AMBAS8A1X)R    FROM     THE 
COURT  Of    SPAIN.* 

iLLfSTRiflSLMB  DoMDTE  L350ATE,  —  Amorem  iUustris- 
eimo)  Dominutionifi  tux  ergu  me,  ejusque  et  fervorem  et 
candorera,  turn  in  prusi>ei'i8  r«buH  qu:im  in  ailversis  iiequa- 
bili  tenore  constiuitera  |>t'rsjH^xi.  Quo  notniin*  tibi  meri- 
taa  et  dubitas  gmtias  ago.  Ale  verd  jiun  vocat  et  aetas, 
et  fortuna,  aU^juo  ctiam  Genius  ineus,  cui  atlhuc  satis  rao- 
TO&4  eiitisfboi,  ut  excedens  6  tbeatro  rerum  civilium  Uteris 
me  dedam,  et  ipaos  actorca  iiiBtruaiii»  et  poeteritati  ser- 
viatn.  Id  mibi  fortasai?  Iionori  erit,  et  degam  tanqiiam  in 
utriiB  vitae  meliovis.  Dens  illnstnssimam  Doniinatiouem 
tuam  incolumeui  serret  et  pi-osperam. 

Sei'vus  tuus, 

Fr,  St.  Albam. 

6  Jtmil^  1631. 


In  the  same  spirit,  and  I  snppose  about  the  sniQe  time, 
hu  wrote  to  Toby  Matthew,  wliose  constant  alTectiou 
throi»gb  iiU  varieties  of  both  their  fortunes  Ktnnot  but  bo 
thought  greatly  to  the  lionm-  of  botli.  Whjit  Matthew 
felt  when  he  heard  of  the  impeachment,  and  the  i»suo  of 
it,  may  be  imagined  by  those  who  kuow  his  opinion  of 
Biu:on*a  chimicter,  as  sot  fortli  only  thi-eo  yeara  before  for 
the  information  of  the  Txrand  Duke  of  TuHcany,  in  the 
dedicatory  Iett<T  prefixed  to  an  Italiun  translation  of  the 
*'Es«iy8  and  VViftdom  uf  the  Ancients."  In  which,  after 
some  account  of  his  career  aud  pouition,  and  a  description 
of  his  intellectual  [Kiwers,  vigorously  and  juatly  drawn, 

t  Your  Excdicocy'i  lovo  tnwnrdi  mc  I  bave  foDinl  «t'or  winn  uml  «iiKTre 
slikc  in  proaperitj'  and  tdvenitr.  For  wtiich  I  giv«  yoa  <lirv  thnnkn.  Hitt  far 
invMilf,  my  age,  my  forlunu,  yn,  tny  U«nlaK,  to  whkh  1  bare  hitlic'rlu  (1on« 
bul  BCAiit  jiifiUce,  calla  me  now  to  retire  from  Uio  stage  of  civtl  aclion  cuid  btrlak* 
tnyvclf  to  Vut>n>,  and  to  Ihs  limtniction  at  thv  acton  Ui^tnwlvof,  ami  the  wrvice 
of  PtHtunfy-  III  thU  it  may  bo  1  ehall  find  honor,  lod  I  »liflll  fMUS  loy  day*  aa 
it  w*>r«  in  the  entrance  liatU  ul  n  iMtlur  lif«.  &tay  God  keep  your  iUustrioua 
LonUlup  lafe  ood  pnupcrou*.  —  Yuttr  wrnuit,  F.  St.  A. 
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he  goes  on  to  say  that  tlie  praise  is  not  confiued  to  the 
qualitiuB  of  his  intellect,  bat  applies  aa  welt  to  those 
which  arc  rattaT  of  the  heart,  the  wilt,  and  ttie  moral 
viHuo ;  being  a  man  most  sweet  in  liis  conversation  and 
waya,  grave  in  his  judgments,  invariable  in  his  fortunes, 
splendid  in  his  expenses ;  a  friend  unaltenible  to  his 
friends ;  an  enemy  to  no  man ;  a  most  hearty  and  inde- 
fatigable servant  to  the  King,  and  a  most  earnest  lover 
of  the  Pnblic,  —  having  all  the  thoughts  of  that  large 
heart  of  Ids  set  upon  adorning  the  age  in  which  he  liveA, 
auit  lienefiting  as  far  as  possible  the  whole  human  nice. 

"And  I  can  truly  any,*'  he  lulds  *' (having  had  the 
honor  to  know  him  for  many  years,  as  well  when  he  was 
in  his  lesser  fortunes  aa  now  ttiat  he  sUinds  at  the  top 
&nd  in  the  full  (lower  of  liis  greatness),  that  I  never  yet 
^  saw  any  traee  in  him  of  a  vindictive  miud^  whatever  in- 
jury were  done  hiro,  nor  ever  heartl  him  utter  a  wonl  to 
any  man's  disadvantage  which  seemed  to  proceed  from 
personal  feeling  against  the  man,  but  only  (and  that, 
too,  very  seldom)  from  judgment  made  of  him  in  cold 
blood. 

"  It  is  not  hU  gi'oatnesa  that  I  admire,  but  his  virtue ; 
it  is  not  the  favors  I  have  received  from  him  (infinite 
though  they  be)  that  have  thus  enthralled  and  enchained 
my  hearts  but  his  whole  life  and  character;  which  are 
such  that,  if  he  were  of  an  inferior  condition  I  c<mld  not 
honor  him  the  loss,  and  if  be  were  ray  enemy  I  should 
not  the  less  love  and  endeavor  to  serve  him/* 

Matthew  never  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  how  he 
would  Imve  felt  towards  Bacon  aa  an  enemy,  but  he  gave 
ample  proof  that  the  loss  of  greatness  made  no  dilTerence. 
His  regard  for  him  could  hardly  be  greater  than  it  had 
been  before,  and  it  certainly  suffered  no  diminution. 
What  words  lie  wrote  to  him  on  hearing  of  the  impeach- 
ment and  the  issue  of  it  we  do  not  know,  but  wo  may 
infer  their  tenor  from  the  reply.     What  wo  h.-ivi-  .if  it  is 
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probably  only  an  extract,  and  is  stripped  us  usaal  of  all 
personal  allusions  and  otbcT  particulars  which  might  lielpi 
to  fix  the  exact  date.     lUit  I  think  it  suits  this  time  bet-^ 
ter  than  any  other.     Matthew  was  still  abroad,  waiting 
impatiently  for  leave  to  return  to  England,  which  Digby 
was  ende^Tonng  to  obtAin  for  him. 

[to   MR.   MAITIIEW.] 

Sir,  —  I  have  been  too  long  a  debtor  to  you  for  a  let- 
ter, and  especially  for  such  a  letter,  the  words  whereof 
were  delivered  by  your  hand,  as  if  it  bud  been  in  old 
gold.  For  it  was  not  possible  for  entire  affection  to  be 
more  generously  and  cfitectually  expressed.  1  can  but 
return  thanks  to  you  ;  or  rather,  indeed,  such  an  answer 
fts  may  better  bo  of  thouglits  than  words.  As  for  that 
which  may  conc<?m  myself,  I  hope  God  hath  ordained  me 
some  small  time,  whereby  1  may  redeem  the  loss  of  much. 
Your  company  was  ever  of  contentment  to  me,  and  your 
absence  of  grief:  but  now  it  is  of  grief  upon  grief.  I 
beseech  you,  therefore,  make  haste  hither,  where  you 
shall  meet  with  as  good  a  welcome  as  your  own  licarC  can 
wish. 


There  was  one  other  person  to  whom  Bacon  owed  a 
letter  of  acknowledgment.  The  Prince  had  done  what 
he  could,  though  it  was  not  much,  first  to  induce  the 
Lords  to  accept  his  submission  and  sp:iru  the  sentence 
altogether,  afterwards  to  more  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
precedents  of  similar  proceedings  that  they  might  be 
guided  by  them,  and  finally  to  mitigate  the  severity  of 
the  sentence  which  they  proceeded  in  the  absence  of  pre- 
cedents to  pronounce.  The  next  letter  expresses  Bacon*s 
sense  of  obligation  for  these  favors. 
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TO  THE  PRIN'CE  OF   'WALEfi. 

It  may  please  yodr  Highness,  —  When  T  call  to 
miniJ  bow  inflnifcely  I  am  buuud  tu  your  Highn<>sa,  thiit 
stretched  forth  your  ami  to  save  nie  from  a  seitt^nce ; 
tliat  took  hold  of  me  to  keep  me  from  being  phmged 
deep  in  a  seutence ;  that  hath  kept  rne  alive  iu  your 
j^cioua  memory  anJ  mention  since  thp  seutence;  pity- 
ing me  as  (I  hope)  I  deserve,  nnd  valuing  me  far  above 
tlmt  I  can  deserve ;  I  6nd  my  words  :dmoat  as  barren  as 
my  fortuneSt  to  express  unto  ynnr  Highness  the  thankful- 
ness  I  owe.  Therefore  I  can  but  resort  to  prayers  to 
Almighty  God  to  clothe  you  with  his  most  riuh  nnd 
precious  blessings,  nnd  likewise  joyfully  to  meditnte  upon 
those  he  hath  conferred  upon  you  ulremly  ;  in  that  he 
hnth  made  you  to  the  Kiug,  your  father^  a  principal  part 
of  his  safety,  contentment  and  eontinuaiiCG :  in  yourself 
su  judicious,  acoumplishcd,  and  gnieeful  in  all  your  do- 
ings, with  more  virtues  in  the  buds  (which  are  the 
swi-etest)  tliun  have  been  known  in  a  young  Prince,  of 
long  lime ;  with  the  realm  so  well  beloved,  so  nuich  hon- 
ored, as  it  is  mon^s  daily  observation  how  nearly  you  ap- 
proach to  hia  Majesty's  perfections  ;  how  every  day  you 
exceed  yourself;  how,  compared  with  ntlier  i'rinces  which 
God  hath  ordained  to  be  young  ut  this  time,  you  shine 
amongst  them  ;  tliey  rather  setting  off  your  religious, 
moral,  and  natural  excellencies,  than  matching  them, 
though  you  be  but  a  second  j)erBOn.  These  and  such  like 
meditjitions  I  feed  upon,  since  I  ean  yield  your  Highness 
no  other  retribntiou.  And  for  myself,  I  hope  by  the  as- 
sistance of  God  above  (of  whose  grace  and  favor  I  have 
had  extraurdinary  signs  and  KlfeetH  during  my  alflietiona} 
to  lead  such  a  life  in  the  List  acts  thereof,  as  whether  his 
Majesty  employ  me,  or  whether  I  live  to  myself,  I  shall 
make  the  world  say  that  I  was  not  unwortliy  such  a 
patron. 
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I  am  much  beholding  to  your  UigUness's  worthy  amr- 
vant  Sir  John  Viui^hiin,  thti  awcet  air  and  loving   ustij 
of  whosci  house  hatli  nlretiily  much  n,'vived  my  hin^iush*^ 
ing  spiriU  ;  1  bencuch  your  Higtiness,  thank  him  for  me. 
Uod  ever  preserve  and  prosper  your  Highness. 
Your  Highness'e  most  humble, 

and  mofit  buundcn  servant, 

Fk.  St.  Alban, 

7  June,  16-21. 

To  live  to  nerve  the  King  in  one  way  or  anotht^r  whs 
Bucou^s  pnift'Sfted  desire  and  hope:  but  the  first  servic 
which  tho  King  propoapd  to  him  oontnwted  stningel^ 
with  the  i>osition  in  which  he  now  stoiKl.  The  man  wlm 
had  only  escaped  being  hunt<'d  down  as  the  alder  and 
nhettor  of  the  most  grievouit  monopolies,  by  being  con- 
victed of  n  higher  crime^  —  namely,  corruption  in  one  of 
the  highest  seats  of  judicature,  —  was  called  upon  for  ad-J 
vice  as  to  the  reformation  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  anc 
the  reliovijig  of  the  grievances  of  the  people.  His  answer 
to  the  call,  which  he  has  hinisi'tf  preserved,  is  not  dated, 
but  must  have  1>een  written  during  this  interval,  while 
he  was  still  allowed  as  a  special  favor  to  linger  within  tl»e 
forbidden  precinct  of  the  verge.  For  we  learn  by  the 
docket  that  it  was  "immediately  after  the  breaking  up 
of  thu  firat  session  of  Parliament ;  "  and  the  declaration 
which  it  recomniends  was  to  be  maile  on  **  the  morrow  of 
this  term  "  —  that  is,  the  day  after  the  end  of  Tiinity 
term,  1621  ;  which  wu3  the  2l3t  of  June. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  reasons  given  at  the  con- 
clusion for  going  no  further  into  particulars,  though  per- 
tinent and  sufficient,  are  not  those  of  a  man  eager  to  re- 
cover a  political  career ;  towards  which  the  exocution  of 
such  a  tisk  by  the  King's  command  for  the  King's  service 
would  undoubtedly  liave  been  a  step. 
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TO   TUE    KIKG. 

It  utAY  PLEASE  YOUE  MAJESTY,  —  For  that  your 
Majesty  is  pleased  to  call  for  my  opinion  concerning  the 
sarred  intention  you  have  to  go  on  jyith  the  reformation 
of  your  courts  of  justice,  and  relieving  tlie  griovancee  of 
your  people,  which  your  Parliament  halh  entered  into;  I 
slmll  never  be  a  recusant  (though  I  be  confined}  to  di« 
your  service. 

Your  Majesty's  Star  Chamber,  next  your  court  of  Par- 
liament, is  your  highest  chair.  You  never  came  upon 
that  mount  but  your  giinnents  did  shine  before  you  went 
off.  It  is  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  ordinary;  it  is 
an  Ofien  council.  Nuthing  I  would  think  can  bo  more 
fueiuKi liable  (if  your  other  appointments  permit  it)  than 
if  your  Majesty  will  bo  pleased  to  come  thither  in  persoa, 
the  morrow  of  tliis  t<'rm  (wbiub  is  the  time  anniversary 
befoco  the  circuits  and  the  long  vaeation)  and  there  make 
an  open  declamtion:  That  you  purpose  to  pursue  the  ref- 
ormation, which  the  Parliament  hiith  bogun. 

That  all  tilings  go  wiOl  in  all  affairs,  when  the  Ordi- 
nary and  the  Extraordinary  ftre  well  mingled  and  tem- 
pered together.  That  in  mattt^rs  of  your  treasure  you 
did  rely  upon  your  Parliament  for  the  Extraordinary  ; 
but  you  were  ever  desirous  to  do  what  you  could  by  im- 
provements, ri'trenchments,  and  the  like,  to  set  the  Ordi- 
nary in  good  frame  and  establishment.  That  you  are  of 
the  same  mind  in  matter  of  reformation  of  justice  and 
giHcvimce,  to  assist  yourself  with  the  advice  and  author- 
ity of  Parliament  at  times,  but  meanwldle  to  go  on  with 
the  same  int<*ntions  by  your  own  regal  power  and  care. 
Tliat  it  doth  well  in  church  music  when  the  greatest  part 
of  the  hymn  is  snng  by  one  voii-e,  and  then  the  quire  at 
times  falls  in  sweetly  and  solemnly,  and  tliat  thu  same 
harmony  sortetli  well  in  monarchy  butween  the  King 
an<l  hia  Parliument. 
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That  all  ^eat  peformHtiona  ^re  best  brought  to  perfei> 
tion  bv  a  good  con'esponJenco  between  the  King  uiifi  hU 
PailiamtMit,  ajid  by  well  aortiiig  the  niHtttrs  aiiU  the 
tiines;  fur  in  thai  which  the  King  doth  by  hi»  oi^iniiry 
adnimistnitiou  aud  ^troouediugs,  neither  can  the  informa- 
tion bti  so  uiiivorsal,  nor  the  complaint  so  well  encour- 
aged, nor  the  references  niajiy  times  so  free  from  prirtita 
afTections,  as  when  the  King  proceedeth  by  Parliament. 
Oil  the  other  side,  thai  the  ParliaiiiiMit  wanteth  time  to 
go  through  with  many  thiugs ;  besides,  some  things  are 
of  that  natiiro,  aa  they  are  better  discerned  and  resolved 
by  a  few  than  by  many. 

Again,  some  things  are  so  merely  regal,  as  it  is  not  fit 
to  transfer  them:  and  many  things,  whereof  it  is  fit  for 
the  King  to  have  the  priiicip.il  honor  and  thanks. 

Therefore  that  according  to  these  differences  and  dis- 
tributttiDs,  your  Majesty  meaneth  to  go  on  where  the 
Parliament  hath  Icft^  and  to  call  for  the  meinoriids  anil 
inchoations  of  those  tliiuga  which  have  ])assed  in  both 
Houses,  and  to  have  them  pass  the  lite  of  your  Council, 
and  such  other  assi.stanta  aa  shall  be  thought  fit  to  l>e 
called  respectively  according  to  the  natnre  of  tlie  busi- 
ness, and  to  have  your  learned  counsel  seai-ch  precedents 
what  tlie  King  hath  done  for  matter  of  reformation,  as 
th(>  Parliament  hath  informed  themstdvee  by  precedents 
what  the  Parliament  hath  done  ;  and  thereupon  thnt  the 
clock  be  set,  and  resolutions  taken ;  what  is  to  be  lioliwn 
by  commission,  what  by  act  of  council,  wh;it  by  procla- 
mation, what  to  bu  pi*epared  for  Porliameut,  what  to  be 
left  wholly  to  Parliament. 

That  if  your  Majesty  had  done  this  before  a  Parlia- 
ment, it  might  have  been  thought  to  be  done  to  prevent 
a  Parliament ;  whereas  now  it  is  to  pursue  a  Parliament; 
and  that  by  this  means  many  grievances  shall  be  answered 
by  deed  and  not  by  word  j  and  your  Majesty's  care  shall 
be  better  than  any  standing  committee  in  this  interim 
between  the  meetings  of  Parliament. 


UJ     EXCLUSION  FROM  THE  VERQB  OF  THE  COURT.       581 

For  the  particuliirs*  your  Majesty  in  your  grace  and 
wisdom  will  considur,  how  unproper  tuid  how  unwarranted 
a  tiling  it  U  for  m<s  as  I  now  stmd,  to  send  for  putrica  of 
Parliunicnt,  or  for  searchea  for  precedents,  whereupon  to 

Qund  an  adviix*.  And  besides  what  I  should  now  say 
may  bo  thought  by  your  Majesty  (how  gucxl  an  opinion 
soever  you  have  of  me),  mucli  mom  by  others,  to  bo  busy 
or  officious,  or  relating  to  my  present  fortunes. 


A  declaration  was  made  in  the  Star  Chamber  on  the 
day  in  question,  but  not  by  the  King  in  person,  The 
I^rd  Treasurer  was  deputed  to  say  what  was  to  be  said  ; 
and  no  mention  is  made  of  this  subject  in  the  only  notice 
of  his  speech  that  I  have  met  with. 

But  though  Hncon  did  not  think  it  becoming,  in  his 
present  condition,  to  assume  tlio  office  of  a  Privy  Coun- 
cillor, he  would  have  been  very  glad  to  be  wlieved  from 
that  clause  in  his  sentence  (other\vise  tdtogetlier  trivial, 
though  very  inconvenient  to  himself)  whirh  excluded 
him  from  the  verge  of  the  Court,  and  therefore  from 
I^ndon  and  its  neighborhood,  and  fm-  this,  or  at  h'list 
for  a  longer  respite,  he  petitioned  the  King.  The  King 
would  have  liati  no  objection,  I  presume,  on  his  own  ac- 
count to  remit  it  altogether;  but  Dean  Williams,  who 
had  bei-n  selected  for  the  new  Lord  Keeper,  and  whose 
advicu  Wits  now  in  high  esteem  both  with  him  and  Bticlc- 
ingham,  Iiad  a  lively  apprehension  of  the  danger  of  ottend- 
ing  Parliament,  and  it  waa  not  thought  safe  to  grant  any 
further  indulgt'nc*>  so  soon  ;  and  on  the  2Sil  of  Juno  Ba- 
con retired  tn  Gnrlmmbury,  The  three  letters  which  fol- 
low represent  as  much  as  we  know  of  that  negotiation, 
and  of  the  state  of  his  mind  in  preparing  to  meet  hia 
new  fortune,  and  try  what  uses  "  leisure  without  honor  '* 
might  be  turned  to;  for  I  think  ChamberLiiu's  report 
that  he  seemed  to  have  "no  manner  of  feeling  of  his 
fall'*  must  Ix.)  rejected,  as  im^ompatiblii  with  the  tone  o£ 
bis  correspondence  from  beginning  to  end. 
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TO  THE  MABQUIS  OF  BUCKINGHAM:. 

My  vkry  good  Lord,  —  Your  Lonlahip  I  know,  and 
the  King  both,  raonght  think  me  very  unworthy  of  thafei 
I  have  beon,  or  that  I  am,  if  I  should  not  by  all  means 
desire  to  bs  frtH^nl  fn^m  tht*  restraint  which  debarreth  in^ 
from  approjio-h  to  hia  Majesty's  person,  which  T  pver  ho 
ranch  loved  and  admired  ;  and  aevereth  me  likewise  from 
nil  conference  with  your  Lordship,  which  is  my  second 
comfort.  Nevertheless,  if  it  be  conceived  that  it  may  be 
matter  of  inconvenience  or  envy,  my  particular  respeotSj 
must  give  place ;  only  in  regard  of  my  present  urgent 
occasions,  to  take  some  present  order  for  the  debts  that 
press  me  most,  I  have  petitioned  his  Majesty  to  give  me 
leaye  to  stay  at  Loudun  till  the  last  of  July,  and  then  I 
will  dispose  of  my  abode  according  to  the  sentence,  I 
have  sent  to  the  Prince  to  join  with  you  in  it,  for  tbooghj 
the  matter  seom  small,  yet  it  imjHu-teth  me  much.  Go 
prosper  you. 

Your  Lordship's  true  servant, 

Fb.  St.  Alran. 

so  June,  1631. 


TO  TIIE  MABQUIS  OF  BUCKI»GBAM. 

My  very  good  Lord,  —  I  humbly  thank  yonr  Lord- 
ship for  the  grace  and  favor  you  did  both  to  tlia  mes- 
sage luid  tnessenger,  in  bringing  Mr.  Meautys  to  kis 
liis  Majesty's  hands,  and  to  receive  his  pleasure  from 
himself.  My  riches  in  my  adversity  have  been,  that  I 
have  had  a  good  master,  a  good  friend,  and  a  good 
servant. 

I  perceive  by  Mr.  Meautys  his  Majesty's  inclination 
that  I  should  go  firet  lo  Oorhambury ;  and  his  Majesty's 
inclinations  bave  ever  hern  with  me  instead  of  directions. 
Wherefore  I  purpose,  God  willing,  lo  go  thither  forth- 
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with,  Imniblv  thanking  his  Mnjesty,  nevertheless,'  that 
he  meiuit  to  have  put  my  desire  in  my  pptition  contained, 
into  u  wuy,  if  I  h-.ul  iiwisti'd  Ujion  it ;  but  I  will  accoin- 
nitxhite  my  present  uccaaiona  as  I  niiiy,  and  leave  the 
tinicfl  And  seasons  and  ways  to  his  Majesty  s  graco  and 
choice. 

Only  I  desire  liis  Majesty  to  benr  with  mo  if  I  have 
pressed  unseasonably.  My  letters  out  of  the  Tower  were 
tie  jirvfundh^  and  tbr  world  is  a  prison  if  I  may  not  ap- 
proauh  bid  Majesty,  tiuding  iu  my  heart  as  I  do.  God 
preserve  and  prosper  his  Majesty  and  your  Lordship. 
Your  Lordship^s  faitbftU  and  bounden  servant^ 

Fr.  St.  Aujaji. 

S2  Juno,  1621. 


TO  TBE  MAKQUIS  OP  BUCKINGHAM, 

My  VEitY  GOOD  Loud,  —  I  thank  Gnd  I  am  come  very 

well  to  Gorlmrabury»  whereof  I  thought  your  I^mlship 

would  bo  glad  to  hear  ^  sometimes  ;  my  Lord,  I  wish  my- 

Blf  by  yon  in  this  stirring  world,  not  for  uny  love  to 

lace  or  business,  for  that  is  almost  gone  with  me,  but 

for  my  love  to  yourself,  which  can  never  cease  in 

Your  Lordship*fl  most  obliged  friend 

and  true  servant, 
Fiu  St.  Alban. 

Being  now  out  of  use  and  out  of  sight,  I  recommend 
mvself  t/t  your  Lordship's  love  and  favor,  to  maintain  me 
in  his  MujeAty's  grace  and  gooti  intention. 

>  The  rouKh  draft  of  thb  Itttcr«  which  will  bo  fotind  tn  Uio  Oib$nn  Paptrt, 
vol  ■  vlij.,  f .  SOTt  — •  Anil  io  Uacou'a  own  baml,  ini1orf>rit  "  Tn  Burk.  upon  bring- 
ItifT  Mr.  Moniityato  kiw  tho  KIngV  Imnd,"— >tifT(>r»  lltilo  frtini  iliis  to  f>r.  Irat 
vti'h  ■•  fttHow*:  "Tliil  he  ir«i  i^riilou^ly  ploitw>l  lo  linvit  nc'iimltil^fi  uiy 
Lonlfl  wirh  my  tltulrv,  if  it  bill  >tt>oJ  im<  »••  niut'lt  iipvn-     But  lil»  Mii>iity 

Vnowfilt  '  — *  *'■■■  '' '  -  '-in*,  r*inl  to  liU  ffmrn  T  rommil  ^i-'  -mI....;i  my- 

itvlf,  1.1'  iir  Iyiri|>liip  (i>  lulte  tiiy  K-tl)>r>  '■  '*«r 

RM  wrilli  ;.  ,     ..  -'■«    I  runliiiut*   lo  wtiVa  (»  hv  -        ,  ''U," 

Fniin  w)ik-)i  it  ttmlii  umm  ihat  titu  Kiii^  wu  vrilliiis  In  t*let  Ul«  peUdm  to  th« 
C'titmril,  1>ut  noi  10  grftiit  it  wiiiMnit  ilteir  wttictiuii. 

<  fv)  in  8ii*pl>onii,  hut  I  ■i»pei-lt)iniUi«  krninite  w«i  aieoiit  lo  end  at  "hear," 
'MHiif limes  "  biflng  ilie  begin iiiti);  of  the  najtt. 
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The  true  history  of  Bacon^a  rfinainiug  yoare  U  to  be 
looked  for  in  hia  books.  To  them,  nnd  to  such  informa- 
tion regmiling  tliein  as  Mr.  Ellis  or  myself  bare  been 
lible  to  supply,  I  must  refer  th<.>sc  wlm  wnitt  to  know  ia 
what  eraploymenta  the  rest  of  hU  life  waa  spent.  That 
portion  of  it  which  remains  to  be  rJe^Itwith  liero  (though 
it  will  not  be  thought  igtutblo  or  unworthy  by  any  one 
who  rightly  considers  what  he  was,  and  what  lie  had  to 
do)  is  fnr  the  most  part  very  depn'ssing  and  mi^lanch<»ly  i 
for  it  is  the  history  of  a  continual  struggle  to  obtain  by 
the  help  of  others  the  means  of  pursuing  the  groat  pur- 
pose for  which  he  now  lived,  —  and  generally  a  losing 
struggle.  That  the  pecuniary  em burrnHsmcnt  into  which 
his  sudden  fall  phinged  liim,  though  it  was  the  least  part 
of  his  aflliction,  was  nevertlielesa  an  embarrassment  out 
of  which  it  w(»a  necessary  to  emerge  if  possible,  but  by 
no  means  easy  to  6nd  a  way,  - —  ia  a  fact  not  to  bo  over- 
looked. Neither  is  it  to  bo  forgotten  that  for  such  help 
as  he  stood  in  urihI  of,  not  only  his  best  clianee  but  his 
most  reasonable  claim  was  from  the  King.  His  case  was 
in  nil  respects  exceptional,  and  the  King  was  well  able 
to  understand  and  appreciate  the  difference  between  him 
and  the  ordinary  suitors  whom  be  was  bo  apt  to  oblige. 
He  could  appreciate  not  only  the  work  which  he  had 
done,  but  that  wliit:li  he  had  \et  to  do,  and  which  he  only 
desired  to  be  supplied  with  the  means  of  doing.  He 
knew  that  for  the  last  fifteen  years  he  liad  been  the  most 
laborious,  alTectionate,  zealous,  iittentive,  faitliful,  and 
modest  of  servants  and  the  most  moderately  rewarded,  — 
having  scarcely  ever  boon  a  suitor  except  for  soAie  hard- 
working rtfTure  for  the  work  of  which  no  one  else  was  bo 
fit,  and  having  received  no  other  bounties.  He  know 
that,  however  he  might  have  increased  Ins  iucoin«  by  ac- 
cepting gratuities  which  he  ought  tt)  have  rMfuSi-d,  lie 
had  amassed  no  wealth.  He  knew  what  Irind  of  work 
he  could  do  in  retirement,  and  the   rare  value  which 
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evoryibing  that  be  took  in  hand  was  likely  to  derive 
from  his  workmanship.  If  he  could  not  quite  share  liis 
faith  in  the  new  philoaopliy  and  tho  great  tilings  whicli 
it  promised  for  mankind,  there  were  other  works  in  other 
fii^lds  of  study  of  which  he  could  well  understand  the 
worth  and  use,  and  how  mrcly  qualified  Bacon  was  to 
undertake  them.  And  ho  knew  that  for  the  cEToctual 
performance  of  any  work  of  this  kind  an  unfnibarnLsacd 
income  is  one  of  the  most  indi8|>ensable  conditions.  This 
WHS  all  that  wna  wanted,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  King  could  not  have  found  means  of  supplying  it, 
without  any  risk  of  putting  hia  Parliaments  out  of  tem- 
per. In  asking  for  so  much.  Bacon  was  asking  him  to 
do  no  more  than  all  the  aft<*r  ages  would  have  remem- 
bered to  his  honor.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he 
had  received  direct  encoin-ugement  to  look  for  it,  —  if  not 
a  distinct  promise  that  he  should  have  it.  The  rumor 
mentiuued  by  Sir  Anthony  Ashley  in  his  letter  to  Buck- 
ingham of  tlie  12th  of  May,'  though  premature,  appears 
lo  have  had  somo  foundation.  Buckingham  had  not  only 
taken  Hikcon's  piirt  throughout  tli<*  debiiUrs  on  the  im- 
peachment (in  which  he  was  probably  surprised  to  find 
Iiow  little  power  ho  had),  but  liad  refused  to  concur  in 
tlie  seutence.  We  learu  from  Elsing's  uote«  that  when 
it  was  put  to  the  question  whether  the  punishments  set 
out  in  the  four  articles  should  be  inflicted  upon  the  Loi-d 
Viscount  St.  Alban  or  no,  ho  was  the  single  dissentient. 
And  it  seems  very  likely  and  quite  in  accordance  with 
all  we  know  of  him,  that  in  the  freshness  of  his  resent- 
ment at  his  defeat  he  should  not  only  have  determined, 
but  let  it  be  known  that  he  had  determined,  to  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  sentence  another  way.  Certain  it  is 
—  at  least  I  collect  as  mucli  from  evidence  which  seama 
to  me  conclusive  and  whirh  will  appear  in  its  place-* 
that  Buckingham  did  at  one  time  of  hia  own  accord  bold 

1  6m  Above,  p.  517,  Doto  1. 
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out  hopes  to  Bacon  not  only  of  a  complete  pardon  and 
some  help  for  his  debts,  hut  alao  of  an  attnual  i>euaioD  of 
two  thousand  —  proUibly  tlirec  thousand  —  pounds;  and 
no  time  seems  so  likely  for  such  an  intimatiou  as  imme- 
diately after  the  passing  of  the  scntency. 

This  would  Itave  been  enough  to  furnish  him  for  the 
life  of  studious  retirement  —  of  *Muisure  without  loiter- 
ing" —  in  wliioh  he  now  desired  to  end  his  days.  It  re- 
mained for  Iiini  to  justify  the  promised  bounty  by  show* 
ing  that  it  would  not  be  thrown  away.  With  this  view 
he  looked  round  for  some  6t  employment  wliioh  might 
serve  as  oaiTiest  of  his  future  course.  Had  he  been  in  a 
condition  to  consult  himself  alone,  he  would  no  doubt 
have  proceeded  with  the  second  or  third  part  of  tlie  ^*  In- 
stauratio  Magna,"  which  still  held  its  place  In  his  own 
judgment  as  the  work  fittest  for  himself  and  most  prolit- 
able  for  the  world,  and  made  that  his  principal  business. 
Butf  as  things  stood,  it  was  necessary  to  consider  idso 
what  the  world  would  think  ;  and  the  world  bad  no  such 
faith  in  the  new  pliilosophy  as  lu  take  the  promise  in  ox- 
ohuiige  for  [>eusions.  Looking  tlicrefore.  through  tlio  list 
of  deliciencies  noted  in  the  **  Advancement  of  Learning  '* 
for  some  work  that  could  ho  executed  speedily  uud  would 
be  appreciated  at  once,  his  thoughts  settled  chiefly  upon 
two,  as  especially  suitable  both  for  himself  and  the  time  : 
a  history  of  Kngland  from  the  Union  of  the  Roses  to  tho 
Union  of  the  Kiugdoms;  and  ii  digest  or  reoumpilement 
of  the  laws.  Both  were  works  which  he  had  long  wished 
to  see  undertaken,  and  would  probably  long  ago  have  un- 
dertaken himself,  but  that  he  wanted  leLsui-e  for  the  ooo 
and  assLstiuice  for  the  other.  For  assist^ince  he  must  still 
wait  upon  other  people's  pleasure;  but  leisure,  for  a  time 
at  leasts  was  now  at  his  command.  Accordingly  he  ap- 
plied himself  at  once  to  the  history  of  Henry  the  Seventh, 
and  for  the  next  three  or  four  months  we  are  to  consider 
that  us  his  re^l  occuptUion,  and  the  few  letters  which  foi- 


lflfil-SS.J 


UIS  KRBEDOM  KUOH  UKIBES. 


587 


I 


low,  and  wliicli  I  may  iL'ave  to  tell  tUeir  own  story,  as 
the  smaller  cares  and  vexatioiiB  \r1iicli  interrupted  it. 

TO  TUE   MARQins   OF   BnCKtNOHAM. 

Mv  VERY  GOOD  LoED,  —  1  tUougUt  it  my  duty  to  take 
knowledge  to  Lis  Majesty  from  your  Lordabip  by  the  in- 
closed, that,  much  tu  my  comfort,  I  understand  his  Maj- 
esty doth  not  forget  mc  nor  foraako  iqc,  but  hath  a  giu- 
cious  inclination  to  me,  and  takcth  care  of  mc ;  and  to 
thank  his  Majesty  for  the  same.  I  perceive  by  some  speech 
that  passed  betweeu  your  Lordship  and  Mr.  Meuutys, 
tliat  some  wretched  detractor  hath  told  you  that  it  were 
strange  I  should  bo  in  debt ;  for  that  I  could  not  but 
have  received  an  hundred  thousand  pounds  gifts  since  I 
had  the  aeal ;  which  is  an  abominable  falsehood.  Sucb 
tales  im  these  made  St.  James  say  ihiit  tbu  tongue  is  a 
tire,  and  itself  tired  from  bull,  whither  when  tbeso  longuoa 
shall  return,  they  will  beg  a  drop  of  cold  water  to  cool 
them.  I  praise  God  for  it,  I  never  took  penny  for  any 
benefice  or  eccleaiasticjil  living,  I  never  took  peimy  for 
releasing  anything  I  stopped  at  the  seal,  I  never  took 
p4?jiuy  for  any  cummission  or  things  of  that  ualure,  I 
never  shared  with  any  servant  for  any  second  or  inferior 
profit.  My  offenses  I  have  myself  recorded  ;  wherein  I 
studied,  iis  a  goixl  confi^ssant,  guiltiness  and  not  excuse  ; 
and  therefore  I  hope  it  leaves  me  fair  to  the  King's  giaco, 
and  will  turn  many  men*s  hearts  to  me.  As  for  my 
debts,  I  showed  them  your  IjiJidabip,  when  you  saw  the 
little  house  and  the  gallery,*  besides  a  Uttle  wood  or  de«- 
ertt  which  yon  saw  not.  If  these  things  were  not  true 
(althougli  the  joys  of  the  penitent  bo  somt^tinios  more 
than  tlir  joys  of  the  innocent)  I  couhl  not  be  as  I  am. 

God  bless  you,  and  rewai*d  you  for  your  constant 


to  me. 


you  tor  your 
I  rest,  etc.. 


1  Vcrulftm  FIoiuA,  I  auppoM. 
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to  the  king. 
It  may  please  youb  most  excellebtt  Majkstt,  • 

I  porceive  by  my  noble  and  conBtant  friend  tlie  Marqais^l 
that  your  Maji-sty  hatb  a  gracious  inclination  towar 
me,  and  tiiketh  care  of  me,  for  fifteen  years  the  subject 
of  your  favor,  now  of  your  compassion  ;  for  which  I  most 
humbly  thuuk  your  Majesty.     This  same  Nova  Vrcatunx 
is  the  work  of  (iofl's  panlon  and  the  King's  ;  and  since 
have  the  inward  seal  of  the  one,  I  hope  well  of  the  other,! 

Utar^  saith  Seneca  to  his  Master,  maynU  ex^mplh;- 
nee  mece  fortun<e^  sed  tuar.     Demosthenes  was  banished 
for  briber)*^  of  the  Inghest  nature,  yet  was  recalled  trithj 
honor.     Marcus  Liviua  was  condemned  for  exactions,  yeti 
afterwards  made   Consul  and  Censor.     Senecu  banished 
for  divers  corruptions  ;  yet  was  afterwards  restored,  and 
an  instrument  of  that  memorable   Quinqtunmum  Nero- 
ni$.     Many  mure.     This,  if  it  please  your  Miijeaty,  I  do 
not  say  for  appetite  of  employment,  but  for  hope  that  if 
do  by  myself  as  is  fit,  your  Majesty  will  never  suffer  mi 
to  die  in  want  or  dishonor.     I  do  now  feed  myself  upoE 
remembi'aQce,  how  when  your  Majesty  tised  to  go  a  prog*' 
reas,  what  loWng  and  confident  charges  you  were  wont 
give  me  touching  your  business.     For  as  Aristotle  saith^ 
young  men  lutiy  be  happy  by  hope,  so  why  should  not 
old  men,  and  sequestered  men,  by  remembrance  ?     God^ 
ever  prosper  :md  pr^ierve  your  Majesty. 

Your  Majesty*8  most  bonnden  and  devoted  Servant, 

Fe.  St.  Aldan. 

16  July,  1621. 


TO  THE  MABQtnS  OF  BCCKOTGHAM. 

My  VERr  GOOD  Loed, —  I  have  written,  as  I  thought 
it  decent  for  me  to  do.  to  his  Majesty  the  letter  I  send  i 
inclosed.     I  have  groat  faith  that  your  Lordship  now ! 
nobly  and  like  yourself  will  eSect  with  his  Majesty.     In  , 
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thU  t\w  King  is  of  himself,  iind  it  hath  no  reliition  to 
Parliament,  I  have  written  also,  aa  your  Lordship  ad- 
vised mo  [to  the  Prince],^  only  touching  that  point  of 
niuLns.  I  hav«  lived  hitherto  upon  the  aerajis  of  my  for- 
mer fortunes ;  and  1  shall  not  be  able  to  hold  out  longer ; 
thiTffore  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  now,  according  to 
your  loving  promises  and  hopes  given,  settle  my  jKwr 
fortunes,  or  nithcr  my  being.  I  am  much  fallen  in  love 
with  a  [)rivate  life;  but  yet  I  Hliall  so  spend  my  time,  as 
shall  not  de«iy  my  abilities  for  use, 

Go<]  preserve  and  prosper  your  Lordship. 


I 


TO  THE    KING. 

It  may  plkask  vour  Majesty, — Now  that  your 
Majesty  hath  passed  the  reeit-ations  of  your  progresii, 
there  is  nevertheleaa  one  kiud  of  recreation,  which  (I 
know)  remaineth  with  your  Majesty  all  the  year,  whicli 
is,  to  do  good,  and  to  exercise  your  clemency  and  benefi- 
eence.  I  shall  never  nieasure  my  piwr  services  by  the 
merit,  which  perha|)s  is  sinall ;  but  by  the  acceptation, 
which  hath  been  always  (favorably)  grt^at,  I  have  served 
your  Majesty  now  Bftventffn  years ;  and  sinee  my  first 
servicti  (which  was  in  tliu  commission  of  the  Union),  I 
received  from  your  Majesty  never  chiding  or  rebuke;  but 
always  sweetness  and  thanks.  Neither  was  I  in  thejw 
seventven  years  ever  chargeable  to  your  Majesty,  but  got 
my  niejtns  in  an  honorable  sweat  of  my  labor,  save  that 
of  late  your  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  bestow 
upon  mo  Uie  |>en6ion  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  for  a  few 
years ;  for  in  that  other  poor  prop  of  my  estate,  which  is 
the  farm  of  the  petty  writs,  I  improved  ymir  Majesty's 
revenue  by  four  hundred  pounds  the  year.  And  likewise, 
whtn  I  received  the  seal,  I  left  both  the  Attorney's  place, 
which  was  a  gainful  place,  and  the  Clerkship  of  the  Sbir 

^  I  hvn  tupplM  Uie  voni*  withm  Imwlutc,  which  h«T«  «T)t]«citl;r  been 
oialHtd  by  ■  flip  of  ibi  p«n. 
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Chamber  which  was  Quucn  Eliziibeth's  favor,  and  was 
worlh  twelve  hundred  jioundB  by  the  ywir,  which  vronld 
have  be*Mi  a  gtM»d  cornmendam.  The  honors  which  your 
Majesty  hath  done  me  have  put  me  above  the  meana  to 
gut  iny  living  ;  iind  tite  misery  I  am  fiillcn  into  bath  put 
roe  h4'low  the  means  to  subsist  i\a  I  am.  I  bopo  ray 
coiirseB  shall  be  such,  for  this  little  end  of  ray  thread 
which  reniaineth,  as  your  Majesty  in  doing  mo  good  may 
do  good  to  many,  buCh  that  live  now,  and  thiit  shall  br 
born  hereafter.  I  havo  boeu  the  keeper  of  your  seal,  %nd 
now  am  your  beadsman.  Let  your  own  royal  heart  and 
my  noble  friend  speak  the  rest* 

God  preserve  and  prosper  your  Majesty, 
Your  Majesty's  faithful 

poor  servant  and  beadsman, 

Fb.  St.  Alban, 

S  Beplember*  IfiSl. 

TO  THE  rniNCE. 

May  it  please  youb  Highness, —  I  cuinnottoo  oft 
acknowledge  your  Highness's  favor  in  ray  troubles,  but 
aoknowledgment  now  is  bat  Inking  of  new  favor  ;  yet 
even  that  is  not  inconvenient;  fur  lliunksgiving  and  p&- 
tition  go  well  together,  even  to  God  himself ;  my  humble 
suit  to  your  Highnefts  is  that  I  may  be  thought  on  for 
means  to  subsist ;  and  to  that  purpose,  that  your  High- 
ness will  join  with  my  noble  friend  to  the  King.  That 
done,  I  shall  ever  be  ready,  either  at  God's  call  or  his 
Majesty's,  and  as  happy,  to  my  thinking,  as  a  man  oan 
be,  that  must  leave  to  serve  such  a  King. 

Ood  preserve  and  prosper  your  Higlmeas. 


On  the  13th  of  September  Buoon  obtained  leave  to  go 
to  London  for  six  weeks,  and  aUo  to  stay — for  a  time  not 
specifiefl  in  the  warrant  —  at  Sir  John  Vaughan's  house 
at  Pai*son*s  Green,  the  clause  of  bis  sentence  notvith- 
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Standing  which  forbade  him  to  ouiue  \vithin  the  vergu  uf 
thu  Court,  Tlio  gi'ound  alleged  for  tho  grant  of  this  iu- 
dnigonce  wm  hU  need  of  conference  with  eretlitors  and 
consultation  with  physiciuns.  But  he  probably  had  an- 
other motive  fur  desiring  it  at  that  time,  which  the  pa- 
triots of  tlie  diiy  could  not  have  undorstood  so  well.  Pro- 
hibition to  como  within  "tlie  Verge  "  included  a  prohibi- 
tion to  come  within  Sir  Robei't  Cotton's  libniry.  \vher^^ 
muteriais  for  the  history  of  Henry  the  Seventh  moat 
abounded ;  not  to  mention  the  other  ooUeclions  of  orig- 
iniil  rwrords,  which  all  lay  within  the  forbidden  circle. 
The  need  of  access  to  those  wouUl  have  been  a  sulRcient 
grnnnd  for  desiring  a  suspension  of  the  proliibition  at 
tiiis  time;  tiut  it  would  hardly  perhaps  tuive  bevn  ap- 
preciated by  Parliaments  and  ]x>liticiana:  and  as  I  sup- 
pose he  drew  the  warrant  for  the  Kitig*s  signature  him- 
Bi'lf,  he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  rest  ujwn  the  more 
oniinai-y  roquiiements  of  heuUh  and  business.  But  this 
warrant  of  the  13th  was  followed  on  the  20tb  by  another 
of  more  importance:  important  enough,  as  it  pmved,  t4) 
alarm  the  new  Jjord  Kueptir  and  produce  a  remousLmnco 
and  delay.  A  fine  to  the  Crown  gave  the  Crown  a  first 
claim  upon  a  man's  goiKls.  Until  all  w:is  paid,  the  Crown 
could  forbid  any  other  claimant  to  interfere  with  them. 
The  King  consented  to  nndce  an  assignment  to  persons 
nominated  by  Bacon  himHclf,  of  the  Hue  imposed  by  Par- 
liament; thus  not  only  foibenring  to  exact  it,  but  milk- 
ing it  serve  as  a  protection  to  him  against  his  other  cred- 
itors. He  consented  at  the  same  time  to  gmnt  him  such 
a  general  pardim  ;is  wtta  ustuiUy  granted  at  coronations  or 
such  limes,  — a  discharge  in  effect  from  all  liabilities  for 
offenses  past;  subject  to  particular  exceptions;  the  ex- 
wption  in  this  case  being  the  important  one  of  the  Par- 
liamentary sentence. 

So  far.  Bacon's  prospects  seLMaed  to  bt*  impiovitig  ;  and 
inasmuch  as  they  depcn<b:d  on  hirufielf  —  upon  the  worthy 
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an<l  diligent  PX(HMition  of  tiie  task  wbiL'li  ho  liad  under- 
t;(ken —  nw>rp  could  not  have  bef'n  di'sirrd  nf  Ijirn.  I  )»ul 
occasion  in  a  previous  clmpter  to  coniparc  Cliainbevluin's  j 
rpport  of  what  wiia  "the  general  opinion**  of  Bacon's  1 
qualifications  for  tlio  Chmifdlorslup  wlion  Iil'  first  became 
Loi*d  Keepfi'  —  namely,  that  he  had  *'8o  tender  a  consti- 
tution both  of  body  and  mind  that  he  would  hunlly  he\ 
able  to  undergo  the  burden  of  so  miich  bitsinesa  aa  hia 
place  required  "  —  with  the  result  of  hia  first  half-year's 
administration;  which  was  the  clearing  off  for  the  first, 
time  within  llviu"  memorv  of  all  arrears.'  We  now 
have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  his  report  of  the  state 
of  mind  in  whjirh  Bacon  retired  to  Gorhambury  at  Mid-] 
summer,  with  the  result  of  hia  work  there  during  the 
next  three  months.  On  the  2J*d  of  June  ho  is  reported 
(and  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  w:i8  a  correct  report  oi  the ' 
"•general  opinion")  to  have  left  Parson's  Green  for  Gor- 
hurabuni',  "having  (as  should  seem)  no  manner  of  feel- 
ing of  his  fall,  but  continuing  as  yain  and  idle  in  all  hia 
humors  as  when  he  was  at  highest."  On  the  8th  of 
October,  he  whs  ready  to  send  a  fair  nuinuscript  of  his 
"History  of  Henry  the  Seventh"  to  the  King:  a  work 
wliich,  done  under  every  advantage,  would  have  Ixten  a 
rare  specimen  of  skill,  diligence,  and  spirit  in  the  work- 
man ;  but  for  which,  begun  aa  it  was  immediately  after 
so  tremendous  an  overthrow,  and  cari'iod  on  in  the  middh* 
of  so  nuiTiy  difficulties  in  the  present  and  anxieties  for 
the  future,  it  would  be  bard  to  find  a  parallel.  Though 
not  one  of  his  worlcs  which  stand  highest  either  in  repu- 
tation or  popularity  with  later  times, — being  neither 
generally  read  (an  accident  which  it  shares  with  most  of 
the  others)  nor  generally  supptsed  to  bo  of  great  value 
(in  which  it  is  more  singular),  —  it  has  done  its  work 
more  effectually  perhaps  tlian  any  of  them.  None  of  th« 
histories  which  bad  been  written  before  conveyed  any 
1  Ste  «bovo,  pp.  ai£-ai. 
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idea  either  of  the  iHitinctive  character  of  tlio  mnn  or  the 
real  Imsiueaa  of  his  rvigii.  Every  history  which  has  \»>^u 
written  aiuce  hiis  Arrived  all  its  light  from  this,  aiiU  foU 
lowed  iU  guidance  hi  every  qtiealion  of  importiuicu;  and 
the  ttdditional  nuitoriuh  which  conio  to  light  from  time 
to  timc«  and  enuble  us  to  make  many  corrections  in  the 
history  of  the  events,  only  serve  to  confirm  and  illuatnit© 
the  tnith  of  its  interpretition  of  th«im.  I  can  speak  on 
this  point  with  some  coiilitleiioe^  for  in  editing  it  (now 
more  tJnm  twenty  years  ago)  I  took  great  pains  both  to 
exiunine  the  autliorities  and  pi»int  out  the  errors;  and  al- 
ways found  that  the  correction  of  the  story  brought  it 
iuto  better  accorclanuu  with  Heni*y*8  chanx^ter  as  Bacon 
drew  it,  and  his  policy  Jw  be  interpreted  it.  And  if  M. 
Bergenruth'a  cidendar  of  Si>anish  sUite  papt^rs  liad  been 
then  publislicd,  I  shifuld  have  had  a  good  deal  more  to 
d<)  in  the  same  way*  and  with  the  same  result.*  Situat^vl 
as  hu  w:is,  and  excluded  from  access  to  all  the  original 
records,  it  could  not  be  a  work  of  research.  He  had  to 
take  the  facts  from  Polydore  Vei'gil  and  the  old  chroni- 
clers who  fullowed  him  with  unsuspecting  faitb,  — correct* 
ing  nothing  and  ndtling  very  little,  —  almost  as  he  found 
tliem ;  and  to  discover  tht>ir  meaning  by  his  own  inner 
light.  Hut  as  a  study  of  character  in  iiotion  and  a  speci- 
meii  of  the  art  of  historic:d  narrative,  it  cornea  nearer 
to  the  merit  of  Tlmcydirlca  than  iiny  English  hisUny  that 
I  know.  It  was  nut  pubbsluHl  till  the  following  year, 
but  the  manuscript  was  finished  before  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober. 

It  might  be  thcaight  that  a  work  oF  this  order,  being 
the  fruit  of  a  single  long  vacation,  would  have  been  held 
to  juKtify  the  writer  in  asking  for  means  U»  pui-sue  that 
calling  in  comfort:  no  much  comfort,  at  le^wt,  as  was 

I  Sm  a  t«pcr  In  f'ntttr'i  iVn.vaWM  for  Mny.  ISSJ)  i  In  whli'tt  t  h«v»  ftt> 
leitiiitc«1  Ui  glff  a  full  hblury  i»f  Uia  oci<otlallun  betircrn  i'uKUnJ  Aiiil  S)t«ln  Fvr 
lite  mftrrfa(p>  nf  iVincti  Ariliur  nritt  tliu  InrMiiiii  lUttirrtiM' ;  n  Uin\oTY  full  nf 
new  l)liiiMr*li<)ii«  iif  I b*  cTuniLtitr  nt  txtlli  tli«  Kia^s. 
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tieces-sury  to  enable  him  to  pursae  it  with  efTotil;  nntl  nd- 
vaiitji|^e.     Bill  hia  evil  fiit«  had  not  yet.  done  with  him.1 
He  ha*!  jitst  lost  a  goixl  friend  at  the  TrfJistiry  nnd  gofcl 
a  bad  one  in  oxchnnge.    On  the  2Sth  of  St^ptoinher  Man<^ 
devllle  ^rave  up  the  Ixird  Tre;»8iirt*r'8  ntiilT  Jiiid  was  nimlc 
Pre»iJ<'iit  of  the  Council.      "I  cannot  leiini  iiny  cause  uf 
his  di:?placiiig/*  anya  ChumberhLin.  13th  October,  **  tbougl 
snme  t^ilk  of  corruption,  otliers  of  nu(itnes3;  but  the  lik* 
liest  is  to  make  nxirn  for  tht;  Lord  Cmnheld  now  in  plHoeJ 
wliom  the  King  in  his  piercing  judgment  finds  best  abl 
to  do  him  service."     Whutever  service  hn  miglit  do  th< 
King,  ill-serviee  wna  the  best  thnt    Bacon  could  expec&J 
from    him.     What   'vms   thn   ciiuse,    I   do  not  know,- 
pptibiibly  some  collisinns  of  opinion  when  they  were  on^ 
the  TreJisurj*  Cumniiasion  logethir, —  but  Cranlii^hl  had] 
long  ftho\7n  an  nufrieudly  feeling  and  acted  an  uufriendlj 
part  towards  Bacetn,  and  being  a  man  of  great  nbility  in' 
hifl  w:»y»  and  now  in  so  greiit  a  phtoo,  was  sure  to  do  Iiim 
mischief.     The  choice  of  his  own  successor  alao  was  oc 
very  fortunate  one  for  him.     But  the  woi-st  was,  thiit  hi*l 
had  the  miafortiinc  about  tliis  tiiuo  to  give  a  persouall 
offense,  without  the  least  intending  or  even  knowing  o{ 
it,  to   Buckingham    liimself :   whom,  though  the  mattet 
was  a  very  small  one,  it  put  into  a  Immnr  which  niosfel 
have  reminded  Biicon  in  a  lively  but  unpleasant  way 
the  summer  of  1617.  when  he  fell  out  with  him  for  think- 
ing that  the  proposed  marriage  ht-tween  his  brother  ant: 
C<>ke*e  daughter  would  be  impolitic  and  inconvenient^ 
In   tliiB  case,  as   in  that,  it  was  a  private  ami  domestic 
ditTeivnc«, — and  it  must   be  said  for  Buckingham  that 
lie  never  (so  far  as  I  know)  made  a  prrsonsti  quarrel  of 
any  dimigrecmeut  between  them  upon  questions  of  pul 
lie  policy  or  Jitlministration,  though  such  disagreemeutsl 
did  once  or  twice  occur,  —  but  it  was  a  trial  whifh  his 
temper  would  not  bear.     Ho  had  a  fancy  to  buy  Yori 
House  ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely,  considering  Bacon's  pn^sent 
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coiiduion  mill  pro^ptHitH,  that  in  ofTerlng  to  treiit  for  it, 
h»  thought  h<!  wad  doing  hiin  a  ktndtiL'SB  and  a  courtosy. 
Baron  uii fort u nattily  kjhv  it  in  a  difforowt;  liglit.  Having 
reccJVLHl  liopoa  fmni  Hnckinghurn  himself  nf  a  proviiiion 
which  would  ^niibJe  him  to  livo  like  a  gentleman,  and 
knowing  how  destructive  of  respect  among  men  all  out- 
ward 8tgnB  of  poverty  are  in  those  who  have  been  l>etter 
ofT,  he  li:id  not  thought  that  he  would  be  willing  to  see 
him  tunied  out  of  his  house ;  and  it  may  bo  Ruspocted 
(far  we  liave  no  record  of  the  first  interchange  of  oom- 
munit-HtiunB)  that  his  answer  expressed  something  more 
than  unwillingness.  However  it  cnme  about,  the  elTect 
wua  a  lung  tit  of  sullen  displeasure  ;  during  which  Buck- 
inghiim  wouhl  give  him  no  effeL-tnal  help  in  his  onwialona, 
though  they  wen«  at  once  pressing  and  rt'iiAouitble.  The 
assignation  of  his  fine  (for  which  the  warrant  had  been 
aJgntHl  on  the  20tli  of  SeptembHr)  was  alreadv  passed, 
and  this  wua  an  important  relief:  but  hia  licence  to  re- 
main in  London  had  only  a  fortnight  to  mn  ;  and  a  war- 
rant for  the  (Irawing  up  of  a  general  pardon  (with  ex- 
ception of  the  i*jirlijiu>entnry  sentence)  whioh  had  been 
granted  at  the  same  time  but  suspended  by  his  own  de^ 
sire  (jia  I  unilerstand  th**  story)  that  the  form  might  be 
altered,  wlien  it  came  in  ila  amended  shape  before  the 
new  Lnrd  K«ept>r  met  with  a  chet^lc. 

WilliiunK,  having  taught  Buckingham  how  to  escape 
the  hunt  ufter  the  monopolisti  by  joining  the  hunters, 
nml  having  been  rewarded  for  the  service  by  the  woot- 
c,  waa  now  in  posses-sion  of  his  ear,  and  continued  to 

Drk  apon  the  one  idea  which  had  iierved  him  so  well. 
Parliament  was  to  meet  again  in  November,  and  the  one 
thing  to  bo  cared  for  was  that  nothing  Hhouhl  be  dmie 
whii-ii  I'arliiinient  could  tak*^  amiai;.  Ho  warned  him« 
therefore,  to  "  meddle  with  no  pardon  for  the  Viscount  St 
Alban'ft  **  till  he  had  spoken  with  him :  and  there  ta  some 
ri*iia<in  to  suspurt  that    Williams's  srmple  wa*  overcome 
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at  liLst  by  a  direct  ordoi*  from  the  K'nigt  %rithont  Buokiu^ 
hitiirB  ioturfereiice  :  who  cortauily  remained  in  the  Bulle: 
for  some  months  after,  detenu  tiled*  .Hp[j;irt!ntly,  to  miiki 
Bacon  repent  uf  having  crossed    his   humor:  an    obj 
which,  when  he  hud  see^i  the  Iioime  which  hud  been 
fusf^d  to  hiuiseU  parted  with  to  Cran6eld,  the  last  m 
perhapii    whom    Bacon  desired    to   oblige,    he    [irobably 
thought  he  hud  itccouiplished.     "I  know  what  way  thw 
hare  rims^  and  that  my  I»rd  AlarquiH  longs  until  Cnm-   , 
Held   hath   it :   and   so    I  wish   too,  for  your  good ;   yalfl 
wouhi  not  that  It  were  absoUitely  past  until  my  Lor^ 
Miirquia  did  send  or  write  unto  you  to  let  him   have  it ; 
for  thou  hia  so  disposing  of  it  were  but  the  next  degt 
removed  fiom  the  immi'di;ite  ueet*ptuuRe  of  it;  and  yoH^ 
Ixirdahip  fived  from  doing  it  otiierwise  than  to  pit 
bim,  and   to  comply  with  his  owu   will   and  way."     Sfl 
wrote  Sir  Edward  Sackrille  ou  the  llth  of  March,  1621- 
1G2'2,     On  the  20th  we  find   Bacon  thanking  Bucking 
ham  fur  ha\'iug  procured  him   hia  libi*rty ;    thiit   is,   foi 
having  got  the  King^s  signature  to  the  warrant  liceud 
iug  Iiim  to  come  within  the  Verge, —  the  clause  in  th< 
Parliamentary  sentence   notwithstanding :    and    the   au- 
thor  of   the   **■  Advancement   of    Learning,"    the   **  N( 
vuin  Orgnnuni/'  and  the  "  History  of  Henry  VII.,'*  wa 
thenceforth  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  studies  with  all  thi 
advantages  which  the  ruin  of  his  fortune  huit  left  wtthii 
bis  reach. 

While  the  negotiation  was  going  on  by  which  thi« 
suit  was  brought  about  at  hist,  the  **  History  of  Hem 
VIL,"  the  manuscript  of   which  waa  sent  to  the  King 
shortly  after  the  Stb  of   October  and  returned   shortli 
lifter  the  Tth  of  January,  Inul  gone  through  tlie  pr 
and  was  now  ready  for  delivery  ;   when   one  of  the 
smaller  vexatinns  with  which  fortune  loves  to  peraecute 
those  who  have  lost  her  favor  crossed  liim  in  a  m;inner. 
quite  unexpected  and  still  inexplicable.     The  Biabop  H 
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Ix>ndon,  Dr.  George  AtoiiuUin,  iiiterpost^d  a  "  stay." 
Whether  lu*  had  been  consulting  with  tho  Lord  Keeper 
(who  hud  just  suL'oi'wlod  him  in  his  bite  Bialiopric)  jind 
been  told  that  the  llouaeH  of  Purliuiueiit  wouhl  think 
thomsplves  nKKik^nl  luui  dui  ided  if  a  man  whom  they  liad 
judged  unwortliy  to  Iki  u  t'otiBtablti  weru  allovTutl  to  pub- 
lish a  book«  —  or  whi^thur  ho  thought  that  a  man  who 
might  not  come  within  the  Verge  ought  not  to  print 
within  the  Vergt',  —  or  whi*tht-'r  ho  feurud  that  litfrature 
itself  w<iuld  be  iliagriwctl  if  convicts  were  permitted  to 
become  authors,  —  or  what  ulse  was  thn  nature  of  his 
(objection,  wi?  are  left  tu  giieim:  for  it  cannot  have  bei-n 
anything  tliat  he  found  in  tho  l>onk  itself,  and  all  we 
know  is  tliat  iiiioon  heanl  from  Meautys  on  the  2\Rt  of 
March  that  the  publicatioii  of  the  book  had  been  arresti^d 
by  some  '^^  demur'*  on  the  part  of  the  Hishop  of  I»m]on. 
But  whatever  it  wafi,  it  appears  to  have  been  8|>eedily 
overruled,  for  we  hear  no  more  of  it,  and  we  know  that 
the  book  was  out  before  the  end  of  the  mouth,  and  might 
be  bought  in  the  bhops  for  mK  Hhillini^. 

While  the  manuscript  njiuained  with  the  King,  and 
Bacon  wiiiU'd  for  theeflfi-ot  (which  was  not  mueii,  »<»  far), 
he  turned  his  own  attention  to  his  philoHophy, — select- 
ing for  his  next  task  that  part  wliich  was  (nrtheat  ar|- 
vanoed,  —  the  completion  and  translation  into  Latin  of 
the  argument  'if  the  "Advancement  of  Learning,'*  which 
he  hail  nr>w  r«*Aolve4l  to  make  serve  for  ihii  Hrst  part  of 
the  "Inslanratio  Magna.*'  This  yas  already  so  far  ad- 
vanci;il  that  Uv  cxprcted  it  to  be  linished  by  tho  end  of 
the  summer.  If  the  •*  History  of  Henry  VI J."  took  two 
months  and  a  half  to  go  through  the  press,  the  "  De 
Augiuoulis  .Scieiitiamm,"  being  in  Latin  and  about  twice 
the  sixe,  would  not  be  Ukely  to  take  less  than  six ;  uvea 
if  Uie  manuscript  were  as  complete  and  fair,  and  the 
printing  were  prewwil  on  as  fast.  Ami  therefore  though 
it  wua  uot  out  before  October,  1(J2^|  wy  need  not  don^t 
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tlmt  fche  corapo8itioii  was  the  work  mainly  of  tlie  winter 
of  1*321  iiiul  tlie  following  sprinf;  and  summer. 

Bui  it  tvas  imp^irUiit  for  Bucoii,  ns  his  tilTtkira  Hnt] 
prospecta  now  stood,  to  keep  tlie  King  in  mind  of  him 
by  labors  in  whicli  h**  hud  n  more  diri»ot  inten-at.  lie 
hud  given  a  fair  spociinen  of  the  service  hh  wiia  capubln 
of  lis  a  historian,  and  he  wisliwl  to  show  what  use  might 
still  be  inadti  of  litm  as  a  luwywr.  Now  tlie  r<*c<)mpile- 
mr^nt  of  tho  T^aws  wns  a  work  of  which  he  had  lung  fiinco 
and  repcuti'dly  pointed  out  the  value,  and  offered  his  help 
in.  It  wiw  a  work  wliii^h  ho  was  particularly  well  miited 
to  aupt-rinlend,  if  he  might  have  the  retpiisite  uulhority 
and  assistance.  And  there  wiis  no  occasion  more  suitable 
fur  a  renewal  of  the  proposal  than  tho  pn'-sontalion  nf  h 
copy  of  the  **  History  of  Henry  VII. '*  He  enclused, 
therefore,  in  the  following  letter,  "an  ofier  to  the  King 
of  a  Digest  to  be  made  of  the  Laws  of  England  '* ;  — 

May  it  please  youb  Majesty,  —  I  aoknowledgtt 
myself  in  all  hitnibleuess  infinitely  buunden  to  your 
Majesty's  grace  and  goodness,  for  tlmt  at  the  intercession 
of  my  noble  and  constant  friend  my  Lord  Nfarquis.  your 
Majesty  hath  been  pit'ased  to  grant  me  that  which  the 
civilians  say  is  IlfS  IfuegtimubiHa,  my  liberty  ;  so  that 
now,  whenever  God  calleth  nie,  I  shall  not  die  h  pris- 
oner. Nay,  furtlirr,  your  Majesty  hnlh  vouchsafi'd  to 
cast  a  second  and  iterate  aspect  of  your  eye  of  contpas* 
sion  upon  me  in  referang  the  consideration  of  my  broken 
etttate  to  my  good  Ivt>rd  tlie  Lord  Tre:wurer;  which  aa  it 
is  a  singular  bounty  in  your  Majesty,  84i  I  have  yet  80 
mucli  left  of  a  late  comniisaiouer  of  your  tix^osure,  as  I 
would  be  Borry  to  sue  for  anything  that  mooght  seem 
immodest. 

These  your  Miijestj^'s  grejit  benefits  in  casting  your 
bread  uixtn  the  w^itei-a  (as  the  Scripture  saitli)  becauso 
my  thanks  cannot  any  ways  be  BuiTicient  to  attaiu,  1  have 
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lised  your  progeniUir  of  faiiioiis  niemory  (nnd  now  I 
hope  of  more  famous  roomnry  than  bnfore),  King  Henry 
the  Ttli,  to  give  your  Majesty  thanks  for  me;  which 
wnrk,  moflt  humbly  kisHing  your  Mujesty's  huttds,  I  do 
prfseiit.  And  heoAuse  in  the  beginning  of  my  trouble, 
wlit'U  in  tlio  midst  of  the  tcmjwst  I  b;td  ii  kenning  of  th» 
liurbor  wbicli  I  Iiope  now  by  your  Majoftty's  favor  1  uin 
entering  into,  I  made  a  tender  to  your  Majwty  of  two 
works,  ••  An  histtiry  of  Enj^biiid  "  and  "  A  digest  of  your 
Ihwb ; "  jw  I  hftve  (by  u  fignni  of  pam  pro  toto)  performed 
the  one,  so  I  hav*  herewith  sent  your  Mujeaty,  by  way 
of  an  ppistle,  r  nt»w  ofiFer  of  the  other.  But  my  desire  ia 
further,  if  it  stand  with  your  Majesty's  good  pleasure, 
since  now  itiy  study  Is  my  exchange  and  my  pen  my 
factor  for  tlie  use  of  my  talent,  that  your  Majesty  (who 
is  a  great  mjistrr  in  tl)es«  Ihinga)  would  be  plcajseU  to 
appoint  me  some  task  to  write,  nnd  that  I  shall  take  for 
an  ornule. 

And  liecause  my  "  Instauration  *'  (which  I  esteem  my 
great  work,  and  do  still  go  on  with  in  silence)  was  dedi- 
cated to  your  Majesty;  and  this  History  of  King  Henry 
the  7th  to  your  lively  and  fxcellont  Lnnige  the.  Piince ;  if 
now  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  give  nie  a  theme  to 
deflicat*^  to  my  Lord  of  Bnolcingham.  whom  I  have  so 
much  itJiBon  to  lionor,  I  ubo\ild  with  mure  alacrity  em- 
brace  your  Majesty^s  directions  than  mine  own  choice. 
Your  Maji-sty  will  pardon  mo  for  troublijig  you  thus 
long.     God  evermore  prL»»»^r\'e  and  prosper  you. 

Yonr  Majesty's  poor  beadsman  most  dt?Toted, 

Fu.  8t.  a  lban. 

GoaitAMH.,  30  Mitr.,  1631. 


There  was  ivlso  another  work  whiob  hi;  apfM'ara  to  li;iv*» 
begun  about  thiii  tiinc,  and  tu  have  designed  for  u  work 
of  oonsidemble  extent  and  importance,  though  he  did 
not  carry  it  much   beyond  the  openinu;.     His  object  at 
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this  criBiB  vfi\a  to  be  fumishtHi  with  '^penco  and  leisure 
for  11  life  o(  literary  industry.     The  conditions  necessar 
for  the  enjoyiueot  of  such  a  life  were  tlte  pa^'ment 
hia  debts  and  relief  from  unxictitis  about  means  to  Ut4 
The  condition  necessary  to  entitlo  him  to  siioli  relief  wa 
the  offer  of  useful  and  acceptable  service  in  that  line 
life.     He  had  already  shown  what  service  he  could  do  m 
the  historian  of  his  couuti-y.      lie  hjul  indi»ited  the  un 
that  might  still  be  made  of  his  legal  experience  and  oul 
tivation.     He  had  yet  to  show  what  use  might  bo 
of  him  as  H  jKilitician, —  though  of  the  study  only  an ( 
not  of  the  council.     In  a  note  of  what  he  meant  to  su] 
to  the  King  at  an  interview  which  he  expected  to  huv« 
with  him  in  March,  —  he  had  set  down  among  the  sub- 
jects for  his    [>eu, —  *•  if   contemplative,'*  —  **  the   llulj 
War.'*     And  it  may  be  asked  what  Holy  War  he  al 
luded  to. 

It  was  a  political  speculation  closely  connected  witl 
the  great  problem   of   English  politics  at  that  time,' 
how  to  avert  the  danger  with  which  the  constitution  wai 
threatened  fi-om  the  depondencu  of  the  Crown  upon  the 
Commons  for  supplies  which  the  affairs  of  the  countr 
needed,  —  from  the  fsict  tiiat  the  Commons  had,  imd  kuexn 
that  they  had,  the  means  of  placing  the  govemmeut  il 
such  difficulties  for  want  of  money,  that  if  they  bad  oont 
age  and  resolution  to  face  the  imme^hate  cousequencea 
they  could  ultimately  compel  the  govemnu'nt  to  acoepd 
it  upon  their  own  terms.     Tim  danger  was  beginning 
1m»  felt  in  Elizabeth's  tlmt^,  l»ut  it  wiis  kppt  imiler  by  the" 
genend  spnse  of  the  perils  by  which  Kngland  and  Prot- 
estantism were  still  surrounded,  and  by  a  general  feeling 
that  the  safety  of  the  nation  depended  upon  the  action] 
of  her  government.     While  a  Spanish  armada  was  pos-* 
sible,  it  was  impoeeible  for  English  patriots  to  join  ii 
any  nttompt   to    weaken  and  embarrass    the   executive 
Throughout  James's  rnign,  on  ilie  rontrnrv,  there  wuh  m 
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gi>n(?nil  feeling  of  security  ut  home:  and  though  there 
were  many  who  were  eiigor  to  he  at  liberty  to  attiick  und 
plunder  Spuiu,  no  one  was  afniid  uf  anything  that  S>imn 
couhl  do  in  rtiturn  :ig;iin3t  Kugland.  In  th(.»  eyes  of  the 
patriots,  the  King's  cmbttrnissmtMit^  were  his  own  busi- 
ness, and  were  no  hinth-iuiLe  to  thuirs,  but  rather  a  ht*lp  ; 
their  business  being  to  assert  and  t'nfi>Tw  what  they 
called  their  righto ;  but  what  were  in  fad  pretensions  to 
a  position  in  tlie  eonstilntion  which  they  had  not  as  yet 
enjoyed.  Bacon — to  whom,  though  h«^  hjis  been  some- 
times represented  »s  quite  blind  to  wluit  W9M  coming, 
this  state  of  things  had  long  In-en  a  matter  of  the  gnivest 
anxiety  —  h;id  come  to  the  eoncUision  that  the  best,  if 
not  the  only,  chance  of  healing  the  growing  breach  was 
to  engage  the  country  in  some  popular  ipuirrtd  abroail: 
und  I  have  little  doubt  that  if  his  advice  had  been  asked 
he  would  have  recommended  a  steady  opposition  to  8 pain 
in  the  interests  of  X*rote8tantism,  and  if  it  led  to  a  war 
wouhl  Iiave  thought  it  all  the  mons  fortunate.  But  when 
in  March,  1617,  tin;  King's  declaration  of  the  piwt  history 
und  present  sUite  of  the  negotiations  for  the  Spanish 
mutch  8atisfi*'d  him  that  tliis  policy  wits  for  the  lime  out 
of  the  qnesLion,  he  turned  to  consider  in  wluit  ways  an 
alliance  between  Kngland  and  Spain  (since  alliance  it 
was  to  bo)  nught  be  employe*!  for  the  benefit  of  the 
world.  For  tlie  differenoea  between  Cathulios  ami  I'rot- 
ttttnnts,  the  Ivst  effect  that  cuuUl  be  hoi>ed  for  was  a 
L^ater  disposition  towards  mutual  t<>leratiou,  so  far  as  it 
»lt*IMUided  u|»on  the  action  of  the  two  governmeol^s.  But 
there  were  nniny  things  important  to  Christ*:ndom  in 
which  Protestjtnts  aiul  Catlmlics  had  »  common  interest. 
The  pirates  of  Algiers  Imd  no  pieferenee  for  Pniteslant 
prizes  over  Catholic,  or  Catholic  over  I'roteHtant,  And 
the  Ottoman  was  the  common  enemy  of  both — an  enemy 
bound  by  principle,  religion,  and  trndliiou,  t^  pi-opagate 
his  faith  by  tho  sword:  still  profeHsing  arms  us  his  prlnci- 
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pitl  oocupiition  ;  and  thong^li  declining,  stilt  thoii^lit  dmn 
gtTttua.*  It  inigitt  be,  hi*  thniii;1it  (anioiiff  otlier  tUliigs  tji 
more  immc<ii(it<*  cnnceru),  "u  Ifginning  and  seed  (for  thi 
like  actions  Itefott*  Imd  hud  less  beginnings)  of  h  holy 
WKi*  H^ainst  tbe  Tin'k»  wlu.M'fmnto  it  scorned  tbe  events  of 
time  did  invite  Cliristiiin  kings,  in  respt'cfc  of  the  gronC 
corruption  and  relaxation  nf  discipline  of  war  iu  that  em- 
pire ;  and  innch  moro  in  respect  of  t\v^  nttcr  min  and 
enervation  of  the  Grand  Signor^a  navy  and  forces  by 
sea ;  which  opened  a  way  (without  congregating  vase 
Jinnies  by  land)  to  sufToeate  nnd  stnrve  Constiinlinople, 
and  thereby  to  pat  th')Ri3  provinoi-s  into  mutiny  and  in- 
surrection." 

Thin  was  a  matter  for  ihe  negotiators  to  Udk  about  in 
the  intervaU  of  their  bitsines»«  — as  n  thing  whirb  might 
conic  under  serinns  consideration  if  the  allitvnce  should 
prosper.  For  some  years  this  did  not  seem  very  likely. 
The  fresh  demands,  interru|«tion3,  nnd  dehiys  which  the 
Spanish  Govennueut  vras  eontinually  interposing*  and  Um 
complications  which  grew  ont  of  the  Bohemian  revulu- 
tion,  hati  been  raising  the  hopes  of  those  wiio  wished  it  to 
fail  and  the  fears  of  those  who  wished  it  to  succeed,  till 
daring  full  twelve  moulbs  —  fmm  the  autumn  of  1620 
till  the  anutmn  of  1*521 — everybody  expin-ti-d  that  the 
treaty  would  be  broken  olf  by  a  war.  Hut  thu  circum- 
stances under  which  Parliament  was  dis«4ilved  iu  tlie  lie- 
ginning  of  1022  altertnl  the  prospect.  The  UisL  act  of  the 
House  of  Commons  before  their  adjournment  at  the  be-  j 
ginning  of  June,  h.td  been  to  promise  that  if  the  King 
failed  b)  obtain  by  peaceable  means  the  settlement  of 
true    Kcligion   and   the   recovery  of    the  HahitinHte,  hn 

^  "  Tlie  T'trkit.  u  limiil  nf  SaniiAlian  Sfillte*  ....  out  of  wliloli  Aftur  much 
varirl^'  of  fnnune.  tpriiiii:  tJi*''  Otliittunii  faiuily,  Ndiff  rA<  ttrror  0/  lA«  loortJ." 
Speed)  <m  1icD«r«l  Natimliaation.  l-'cbru«n  ,  lllOil-T. 

"  Tlir  Tiirki*  hiive  U  "  [the  profe*-.!!!!!  of  rti-rii*,  etc.  ]  "  Nt  Uii»  lUiy,  Uiough  in 
grvut  d(N-Un«rion."— /^Miy  on  Me  Gnatneu  of  K'fti/domM  amF  /TjAiJm.  16». 
Wort*. 
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}uld  command  for  those  scfvieea  the  Uvea  and  vstatea 
of  all  their  coiiatitHniits,  In  November  the  fiiilmv  \vm 
dL'clHrcd,  und  it  was  titno  tn  rail  [i]K)n  them  to  uiakv  their 
pi'omiso  good.  P»i*li:nn»nt  was  inniu'dLituly  Buininoned, 
and  met  on  the  20th  of  Novembpr.  Tlio  atate  of  thn  caso 
wiia  exptnined  to  tht*  two  Ilotist^s  by  Digby,  thu  King 
being  unnblo  to  att^'nd  in  pvrann  ;  who  luid  all  tb«  blame 
upon  tb«  EmpiTor,  —  fxtmsing  the  Kint;  of  Spnin  nnd 
allying  nothing  about  Fiodcriclc,  —  and  ended  with  an  lu- 
timatirm  that  the  foi-ce  which  tb*;  oi^caaion  required  would 
Bt  not  [('88  Ihnu  JK  900.000.  This  was  nnt  beyond  tile 
"^timntc  wliicb  had  been  made  by  thu  Council  of  War 
in  January,  and  was  therefore  within  their  engagement. 
Hut  though  it  had  boon  eaay  to  Hgree  in  the  promiiie  with- 
out iiamtng  scruples  or  stipulations,  it  wns  found  when  it 
came  to  the  performance  tb:tt  such  n  gniut  could  not  be 
agreed  to  except  upon  conditiuna.  They  voted  a  single 
Bubrndy.  —  enough  to  maintain  the  garrisons  in  tlie  Pulat' 
inate  through  the  winter,  —  but  coupled  it  with  a  peti- 
tion si.'tting  forth  their  own  vi<'w«if  what  should  bu  dono: 
which  being  in  direct  opposition  to  thu  courau  to  which 
the  government  had  conimitt<»d  itself,  brought  up  tho  old 
dispute  brtwcen  Hri'rogulivw  and  Privilege  in  tlio  most 
inconvenient  and  intractable  of  all  its  shapes,  —  the  dis- 
pute, in  its  very  nature  iuojipablu  of  aoUition  otherwise 
than  by  main  force,  on  the  que»tion  of  abstract  cuustitu- 
tionai  light ;  and  the  issue  wiui  a  dissolution  without  the 
rciyul  ttHsent  given  to  any  act  (except  tlie  act  of  subsidy 
in  the  middle  of  the  previous  session),  and  a  prooLima- 
tion  which  called  that  inei*ting  of  farliaiurnt  not  a  ses- 
sion but  a  convuntioD.  Upon  this  tJie  Spaniardii,  ready 
to  do  wbatevi-r  wur*  m-cessary  to  keep  Jnmt-s  on  their 
side  and  deiiteh  him  from  thu  Protestant  cause  in  the 
Kuropoan  quarrel,  pnifessed  tbo  strongest  wisb  for  the 
Hlliuiice,  promised  (iverytbing  that  wjis  Itlc<dy  to  eUL-<mr- 
ago  him  to  proceed  with  it,  and  made  Digby  believe  that 
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they  intended  perform itnce.  It  was  only  by  thu  absolu 
uuthority  <>[  iht^  twu  Kiii|^s,  lie  kuu),  tliut  tlm  biiaintt; 
could  be  brouglit  to  any  gc>ud  coucluuion  :  the  Spuuia 
Council  of  StaU)  had  decided,  after  h  full  discussion 
the  questiun  of  the  Piiliitiniitc,  that  coinpU'te  suLmfiLCtio 
should  be  given  to  the  King  of  England :  nnd  Uc  "  nuida 
no  doubt  but  that  the  Prince  should  entirely  lie  restored 
both  to  bis  territories  and  his  electomte:  and  the  Kin 
of  SfNiin,  merely  to  grulify  liis  Majesty,  would  make  ii 
his  woik.'* 

Whether  wisely  or  tinwisely,  therefore,  the  relation 
betwt*en  Kn^lund  and  Spain  bad  Iwi-n  brouy;bk  back  to 
luueh  the  same  c^iudition  in  whicJi  they  were  in  the  Aprin, 
of  1617,  when   Bacon  suggested  the  ailditional  iuatru 
tions  to  Digby :  and  if  any  use  could  be  made  of  the  eoi 
junction  of  the  two  Kings  iu  making  Cliristendura  siifi 
agiiinst  Ottoman  aggre^on,  it  seemed  to  l>e  a  fit  time  for' 
tidiing  the  subject  into  considerntion.     To  prepare  ihu 
way,  Bacon  pri([K>sed  to  enter  into  a  thorough  discussion 
fif  the  question  in  ail  its  bt^arings,  by  means  of  an  ira 
aginary  debute  iu  which  all  opiuions  were  to  be  rep: 
Rented.     The  speakers  were  to  be  a  moderate  divine, 
Protestant  zealot.,  a  Konuin  Catholic  zealot,  a  soldier,  i% 
statesman,  and  a  courtier.     The  first  point — "whether 
a  war  for  the  propagiitton  of  the  ClirisLian  faiths  without 
other  cause  of  hostility,  be  lawful  or  no,  and  in  what 
cases" — was  assigned   to   the    Komun   Catholic   £t*jdot 
The  second  —  whether^  supposing  it  to  be  lawful*  it  wiia 
not  also  ^' obligatory  to  the  ChriKtiiui  princes  and  staU' 
to    design    it'*  —  was  to    be  nrgntMl    by   the    Protestant 
zealot*     The  third  —  whether  allowing   it  to  bo  in  tha 
nhsence  of  other  engogernenta  binding  ;w  well  as  lawful, 
"  there  were  not  other  tilings  to  be  preferred  before  it 
—  was  to  Iw  handled  by  the  moderate  divine.     The  cour- 
tier was  to  contend  that  the  idea  was  altogether  vatii  and 
visiouary,  and  the  thii)g  nut  to  be  seiiously  thought  of, 


1S31~«I.] 


•NUVXm  OKGANUM." 


665 


The  stntvHintin  vriia  to  uii»wer  him,  un<1  ttliow  the  gent^riil 
gruimds  for  Imlicving  Hio  ouU*i-j>riae  pnictioable.  And 
tlie  soldier  wits  to  expUdu  the  particulav  means  atid  prep- 
ttrations. 

If  it  li:id  Wgii  flnislied  according  to  the  design,  and  in 
a  style  and  spirit  iinsweraUe  to  tliu  beginning,  it  would 
havo  been  a  very  interesting  record  of  tlio  state  uf  opin- 
ion then  prevailing  as  to  the  duty  of  fighting  for  liiu 
faith,  and  ii  fine  specimen  of  the  discussiiui  of  a  statc- 
quGfltion  by  stat^anwD  of  difTerent  views.  But  it  was 
carried  no  furtJicr  than  the  opening  wppech.  reprt'scnting 
the  opinion  of  tlu^  Itonian  Cutliolio  /^-alot,  which  cannot 
be  t:tken  as  rt^prescntiug  Bacon  a  own.  and  rcniainod  aa 
an  nnHnished  piece  in  uiannsi-ript  till  after  his  dcuth  ; 
when  it  wiis  printed  by  Uiiwloy  iiniong  the  **  Alidcellany 
Works/'  He  had  tJionghtwell  enough,  however,  of  what 
waa  done,  to  have  it  not  only  preserved  but  tranftlHietl 
into  Latin;  and  thercfuro  its  proper  place  in  thi^  edition 
is  among  the  Litemry  Workss  witere  it  will  be  found 
(P:irt  HI.,  pp.  5-48),  with  n  preface  containing  what  else 
I  had  to  »iy  abont  it. 

The  "De  Augmenlis  Scienttamm  **  being  now  in  the 
hands  of  thu  tmnslators  or  th**  printers,  Bacon  Iiad  to 
eonaider  to  what  purl  of  the  "Instauratio"  he  should  next 
apply  himself.  Ho  had  a  wide  field  for  clioice.  The  "In- 
fitaiir.dio"  wiis  dtrsigned  in  nix  pnrU.  The  first,  whicli 
w.ia  ti)  exhibit  the  portUioneM  arieuiiarttm-,  he  had  iilrejidy 
determined  to  leave  to  be  represented  by  the  enlarged 
edition  of  the  second  book  of  the  *' Advancement  of 
Learning" — now  cxpamled  into  tlie  eiglit  hint  books  of 
the  "De  Augmentin."  Of  the  second  part,  which  was  to 
exhibit  the  art  itself  of  inlerpretjitiim  —  the  '*  Novum  Or- 
gannin.  sive  indicia  veni  t\v  Intcrpretidione  Xatune"  — 
hot  a  nntall  part  wna  t-onipletcd.  He  bad  left  off  at  ihu 
'jpod  of  the  Bccond  book,  with  an  unnouncenieiit  that  bo 
Ibid  yet  to  treat  of  the  *^»iuppoi't8  and  rfctitirations  of  In- 
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duction,"  and  then  of  "Concretes/*  and  "  Liitent  Vtoc* 
es,"  mill  *MjAt(>tit  CouBgtirutioiis,"  niiil  tlio  rvst,  "  :(3  sel 
forth  in  oidur  in  the  twt'nty-ftj*st  uphoriain."    Thuso  wet 
bU  necessary  to  complete  the  descnption  of  the  new  logi<4 
cut  machinery  by  which  the  tiieaning  of  nature  w»a  to  U 
(leeipliered  —  to  sliow  how  defecta  were  to  be  fiuppliedj 
and  errors  rectified  ;  how  the  mode  of  inquiry  waa  to 
ndapted  to  the  nature  of  the  subject;  wlmt  "nature**^ 
were  to  have  precedence*  in  the  order  of   inquiry,  and 
how  it  was  to  be  aswrtained  when   the  inquiry  might 
Bufely  terminate,  us  having  left  no  ^  nature  *^  in  the  uni-^ 
Terse  unchallenged,     Aftpr  which  were  to  come  the  *'aj 
plication    to   practice;"    thu   "  propumtiona    for  investi- 
gation;'*   and  the  **  ascending  iiud   descending  scale  of  J 
Axioms/'   All  these  were  still  to  be  supplied.    Hut  thougl 
he  seems  to  have  been  satistied  that  ht.»  himself  saw  thaj 
way  thi-ougii  it  all,  and  it  wjis  very  unlikely  that  :uiy-j 
body  else  wiudd  ever  do  it,  tliis  was  not  the  task  whichf 
he  nndertOitk  n^-xt.     Important  its  he  conceived  the  coni-^ 
pleliou  of  the  logical   maehinery  to  be,  il  seemed  stillj 
more  important  to  set  measures  ou  foot  for  providing  tboj 
materials  upon  which  it  was  to  work.     Without  the  nat-| 
ural  and  experimentjd  history  the  most  jHirfect  method' 
of  reasoning  would  be  of  no  use.     His  avowed  motive  for 
publishing  the  "Novum  Organnm"  in  an  imperfect  shape 
was  to  obtain  help  for  this  part  of  the  worU,  and  he  prob- 
iibly  exp<>eted   that   tJie   puhticution  would  draw  many 
fellow-laborers  to  his  aid,  and  leave  him  couiparativt-Iy  , 
free  to  pursue  that  pait  wliich  was  morr  (.>eculi;irly   hiiJ 
own.     But  when  none   appea,rud,  he  thought  thu  besv] 
tiling  lu' conid  do  was  to  set  the  example  himself.     »*l( 
have  heard  his  Lordship  speak  compl;vinin«rly,"  says  l^w- 
ley.  *'  that  his  Lordship  (who  thinketh  he  deserveth  to  bttl 
an  architect  in  this  building)  should  be  f<Mced  to  be  a 
workman  and  a  laborer,  and  to  dig  the  clay  and  burn  thaj 
brick ;  and  more  than  that  (aci^ordlng  to  tlie  hard  cou-j 
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ditioii  of  the  iBrat^lites  at  the  latter  end)  to  gather  the 
Btmw  :tiid  stiibbh)  ovor  all  titc  iiflds  to  burn  Uio  bricks 
withul."  But  b»'  knew  thitt  oxci-pt  he  did  it  nothing 
would  be  douts  and  \iv  uow  made  a  kind  of  vow  lliat  no 
month  should  pass  witlioui  showing:  one  or  nioi-o  portions 
of  this  Natural  liUlorv  cumpletvd  and  published. 

A  more  virtuous  resolntiou  was  pi*obnbly  never  regis- 
tered, nor  with  a  sinoerer  desire,  followed  by  a  moro  vig- 
orous effort,  t-o  fulfdl  it.  Nor  pfrlmps  was  no  virtuous 
a  resolution  ever  so  much  to  be  regretted.  For  the  labor 
wliich  be  bestowed  upon  these  histories,  while  il  abwjrbed 
month  after  month  of  n  literary  power  and  activity  which 
were  never  in  finer  order,  appears  to  have  had  no  efleut 
whatever  in  advancing  the  work.  It  was  not  pi«sible 
that  any  suuh  oolleotlons  could  be  made  by  his  own  labor 
complete  enough  to  serve  the  purpose  for  which  he  de- 
signed thi-'m.  They  did  not  even  serve  tho  purpose  of 
inciting  anybody  else  to  take  up  the  task  in  tlie  same 
spirit  with  the  same  Int-entinn.  They  retaiu  n  high  litttr- 
ary  value  (for  the  workimui»bip  is  exeeLluiit  throughuut, 
and  the  general  relleetions  and  atldresses  to  the  reader 
are  fall  of  weighty  thought  and  passionate  eloquence)  ; 
a  considerable  hisUiricul  vnliif,  as  a  roiMinl  of  the  eou- 
diliou  in  which  the  knowledge  of  nature  then  was;  and 
ft  very  great  bingraphical  value,  as  proving  tlint  his  faitli 
in  tlu*  prinripU-s  of  bis  philosophy  renuilned  unshaken 
iind  Ills  ardor  unabated,  and  thai  he  was  pursuing  it  to 
tho  end  in  the  apirit  of  a  man  to  whose  earo  the  secret 
of  tho  fortunes  of  buniiinity  had  b4H,'n  eutruKted :  H^u 
enim  huinani  <feueriv  affUur :  non  nostra.  Hut  1  sup- 
pose that  if  the.y  bad  all  perished  ttfgtHlirr  iind  never  been 
heard  of.  the  progress  of  mankind  in  the  inU'rprelaliou 
of  nature  wouhl  hiive  been  uuaiTcetrd  by  the  aeeident. 
And  when  I  consider  what  might  have  been  the  fruits  of 
the  same  lime  and  industry  spent  on  subjects  of  bintury, 
monds,  |>oiitic9,  and  law.  I  estnnot  but  feel  that  the  tf$ 


558 


BACON'S   PKCUNIAKT  AFVAIKd. 


(Book  VI 


humani  generh  ilid  in  fact  loae  \>y  his  drvotiua  n  ^n 
deiil  more  thiui  it  giitncd. 

Meantime  re»  nostra  was  in  worse  plight  than  evec 
His  ways  und  means  for  the  prosecution  of  those  studit! 
(winch  coulil  not  repiiy  thuir  uwn  cost)   wero  gi'owiiw 
scantier  every  day.     Notliing  h»d  voina  of  the  refriviK 
to  Crantifld.     He  had  not  heen  admitted  to  an  intiTVtev 
with  the  Iving.     His  jwnsinn  wtis  X800  in  arrear,     Aii^ 
his  farm  of  Petty  Writs  was  sequestored.     Nut   fiudinj 
any  opportunity  for  saying  to  the  King  wluit  lie  wantod 
\o  say,  hi*  now  thought  of  turning  it  into  a  letter.     But 
he  had  nut  spokrn  with  him   for  a  year  and  a  half;  and 
ho  knew  h\  experience  that  letters  on  tentler  sultjrt'l 
during  lung  ahsencea  were  dangei*ou8,  even   wheji   rola^ 
tions  were  not  otherwise  changed.     The  letter  wliich  h4 
wrote  on  this  occasion  is  well  known.     It  was  print4.-d  ial 
the  "Cabala,"   in   the    "  Baeonianji,**  and   in  Sir  Toby 
Mattht-w's  eoUection  ;  it  is  to  be  seen  in  all  editions  of  I 
the  tMllccted  works ;  and  it  is  natuiiil  ttj  suppose  tliut  it 
was  dolivert-'d  aowirding   to  the  address.     This,  however* 
IB  not  tliH  fact.     We  have  gon^l  evideuee.,  though  it  Li 
been    hithuilo   ovorltH^kotl,  that    though   written   it   w;ia' 
never  sent.     Among  the  papera  at   I>:inibctli   there  ar«! 
two  manuscripts  of  it ;  the   rangb  draft,  and   the   fnii 
copy,  —  both  in  Bacon's  own  hand  ;  and  the  fair  copy  bii 
the  following  indorsement,  "  A  eoppy  of  yo'  Lupp  Iru.  l<; 
y*  K,  unsent.'*     Though  this  is  written  in  a  hand  ooni-i 
paratively   moilein,  the  words   **  your  Lordship "   shov 
that  it  was  copiwi  from  a  docket  by  one  of  Bacon *8  owK 
men;  and  the  fact  is  confiiined  by  an  entry  in  Robvr 
Stcpliens'ti  catidogue,  of  al«tti;r  addressed  to  the  King- 
without  date  —  beginning  with  the  same  words,  and  df 
Huribed   as  ^compliiining  of  his  wants  —  uusenL*'      || 
St**phena*s  catalogue  b*>,  as   I  have   always  supposed,   a 
copy  of  one  made  by  Tenison  in  the  winter  of  ltJ82,  \ 
hi;  first  received  tlh'  pajM^rs,  we  may  conclude  from 
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tlmt  the  letter  in  question  bore  this  indorsement  when  it 
duiu:  to  his  handft. 

That  JJacnii,  when  he  read  over  what  he  had  written 
determined  not  to  send  it,  is  intflltgihlo  cuoug^li,  if  we 
coimider  the  doubt  which  now  hiinjtj  over  Ids  rehitioiis 
with  the  King.  Hia  own  foehng  of  aiYectionuto  loyalty 
had  anffered  no  change.  But  whether  the  King  still  felt 
as  he  used  to  do  towards  him,  he  had  small  means  of 
jiulf,nng. 

His  Wmnlit'R,  even  those  which  cost  no  money,  had  not 
flowed  very  freely  jts  yet.  Neither  the  Hifttory  nor  the 
offer  of  the  Digest  of  Laws  hail  met  with  any  such  re- 
B|K>n8e  as  they  invited.  It  was  dilBcuU  not  to  suspect 
thai  aintw  the  days  when  Rurkingham  spf>ico  so  confi- 
dently of  jMtrduna  und  pensions  some  clumgo  hud  come 
over  the  King's  mind.  And  the  thing  wjia  only  too 
UkeW.  The  same  disposition  which  had  led  him  to  tnkn 
a  favorabU;  and  coriipiuMionato  view  of  Bacon's  case  whihs 
the  remcmbntnce  of  the  man  and  bis  service  was  fresh, 
would  loud  him  now  to  take  impressions  from  the  couo- 
solloi-s  by  whom  he  had  been  since  surrounded;  especially 
those  through  whom  be  hiul  to  »ot, — CninGeld  and 
Wiltiamu  ;  both  men  on  whom  he  now  relied  for  advice, 
and  both  iIl-<ltspo»ed  towards  BaooUf  luid  incapal)!**  nf 
valuing  or  understanding  him.  He,  it  is  true,  knew  him 
better,  and  coidd  never  hiivp  be*^n  maile  to  take  their 
coarse  and  vulgar  view  of  bis  character  and  purposes. 
But  he  might  be  deterred  from  taking  active  measures  in 
his  belialf.  Action  through  unwilling  agents  wa«  always 
a  dilTunilty  with  him.  To  postpone  or  put  by  wliat  was 
troublesome  or  disagreeable  wn«  his  familiar  sin;  and 
Burkingham,  who  could  rouse  him  when  he  pleased,  was 
liirnself  suiTenng  under  the  inlluence  of  the  same  conn- 
flellora,  and  bis  friendship,  though  formally  renewed,  liad 
lost  its  zejd  and  activity.  Upon  the  whole,  Bacon  may 
well  have  doubted  whether  in  appealing  to  the  King's 
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reg*ard  aud  uflffction,  lie  was  not  as-sutning  too  much,  anf 
jurlged  it  betlei'  nianiiera  to  rtiukti  bis  nppn^ch  in  ;i  moi 
formul  luiU  distiuit  way.  Having,  therefoixs  a  definit 
crimplii'mt  tt>  ni:ilce  and  u,  detinito  fuvor  to  ask,  Im  det^ulc 
to  tbrow  them  into  the  form  ol  a  regular  petition,  whiofe 
be  accordingly  drew  up  ;  and  the  draught  remuiniDd 
among  bis  jiapt'i-a  will  be  easily  recognized  jisan  amende^ 
edition  of  tbe  Jutter  fur  which  it  \vi\s  substituted. 

To  TnK  King'8  Most  Excki.lekt  Majkbtt. 
TTte  humble  Ptiition  of  the  Loni  Vtrnlam^  Vi»couni  St.  /1/Bon. 

That  witereas  yonr  supplic:int,  for  reward  of  fnll  eh 
teeu  yRnrs*  service  in  the  painfjiUest  places  of  your  king 
dora  (how  ai'oeptable  or  useful,  he  appeaWth  to  yoi« 
Majesty's  gracious  remembrance),  harl  of  your  Majesty*! 
gr>kce  and  bounty  two  grunts,  both  under  the  great  sead 
of  England,  the  one  a  pension  of  i^l/2U0,  the  other  a  farr 
of  the  petty  writA,  about  XGOO  pk^r  annum  in  ralne 
which  was  long  since  assigned  to  your  supplicant's  wifel 
friends  in  trust  for  her  nminteuunce  ;  which  two  grant 
are  now  tlie  anbstimce  of  your  suppticant*B  and  his  wifu^i 
meana,  and  the  remain  of  your  Majesty *8  former  favotj 
except  his  dignities,  which  without  means  ar»  but  bur 
dens  tu  his  fortunes  :  — 

So  it  is  (must  gracious  Sovereign),  that  both  these  ar 
now  taken  from  him.  The  pcjision  stopped,  the  lea 
seized.  The  pi'iision  buing  at  this  present  an  lu-rear  of 
X500  and  at  MichaiiUnas  £800  is  stopped  as  he  em* 
i:eiveth  upon  the  general  stop  of  pensions  ;  tliongh  lit 
hopeth  assuredly  that  your  Majesty,  that  looketh  will 
the  gracious  eye  of  a  king  and  not  the  strict  eye  of 
ulBci-r,  will  behold  his  case  as  special,  if  not  singidari 
The  latter  was  first  seized  for  aatisfaciion  of  a  privat 
gentlemau,  ytmt  supplicant  unheard,  and  without  unj 
shadow  of  a  legal  course;  sbice  it  hath  been  uoutinuti 
in  respect  of  a  debt  to  your  Majesty  for  the  arrear 
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rent  upon  Uie  same  farnif  amounting  to  £\/}(iO.  Bub 
whereas  yunr  Mnje&tj's  farmtTs  dobtoi's  fi>r  ibeir  ituU, 
aud  otlito*  )uur  ilfbtoi'H,  liavn  usnallv  luv-ors,  &onii'tinu's 
of  stallraunt.  sometimes  upon  equity,  if  thuii'  farms  de- 
cay ;  or  at  li*a«t  tliey  are  culled  upoi*  j  liavo  days  givon  ; 
put  ill  security,  or  the  like;  and  stdziirc  or  »t;questratiou 
ia  tlie  Inst  extremity:  your  supplicant  was  never  ao  much 
aa  sent  to,  no  warning  to  provides  no  dnys  given,  hut  put 
[ontj  of  poast'8»ion  suddenly  by  rt  private  and  peremptory 
warraut,  witliout  any  sparlc  of  those  favoi's  used  to  tbo 
meanest  subjects.  So  tliat  now  your  Rtippliciiiit  having 
left  little  or  no  annual  [income]  \»  in  great  extremity, 
having  Hpreitd  the  remnant-^  of  his  former  fortuoea  in 
jewels  and  pl^to  aud  the  like  upon  las  poor  creditora 
acarce  leaving  bread  to  hiniaelf  and  his  fumily. 

In  teniler  considtinition  whert^of,  your  supplicant  and 
overthrown  servant  doth  implore  your  Majesty's  grace 
and  goodncM  felt  by  «ri  many,  known  t^  all,  and  whereof 
he  cannot  live  to  despair,  first,  iu  generid,  that  your 
Majesty  will  ni«t  suffer  him  upon  whose  arm  your  princely 
arm  hath  sn  ofCvu  bticn  when  you  presided  in  eDunitel  (bo 
near  he  was),  and  who  hath  boruo  your  imnge  in  metnl 
but  nmre  in  his  htnut,  utterly  to  perish,  or,  whirh  is 
worse,  to  live  in  his  Inst  days  in  nn  abject  and  sordid  con- 
dition. Next,  in  {)articular,  that  your  Majesty  would 
he  gniriously  pleased  to  t4ike  present  order  to  have  the 
arrear  of  his  pension  jiaid,  and  likewise  that  fur  the 
future  it  may  be  settled,  that  he  be  not  at  courti.'sy,  nor 
to  beg  nt  that  dom*  which  is  like  enough  ti>  be  shut 
ngainst  iiim.  Secondly,  that  the  |)OHses!iinn  of  his  wife's 
lense  may  be  restored  unto  her ;  and  this  bit  of  arrear  to 
your  Mitjesty,  that  you  will  be  pleasi^d  ti»  remit  it,  ao- 
corditij^  to  your  Majesty's  gracious  and  pious  promise, 
when  you  admitted  him  to  yon  in  the  height  of  his 
■iroublest  which  was,  that  you  would  not  nn^ddlc  with  his 
state  but  to  mnnd  it.     In  the  restoring  the  possesaioD, 
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you  shall  remove  your  hand  of  seizure ;  in  the  remittH 
of  the  r<'nt»  you  slmll  rxtend  your  hand  of  (rnwe  :  anc 
he  be  not  wrtrtby  of  so  much  fuvor  iis  to  Iiavir  it  roleiu 
yet  that  it  may  be  rospitpd  for  some  good  ttnie,  that 
may  in  tlm  meanwhile  make  somewhat  of  that  his  fatl 
left  him.  and  keep  himself  out  of  w-.uit,  in  sueh  sort  tld 
your  supplicant  t}iat  itsjttreth  but  to  live  to  study  be  i| 
put  to  study  to  live.     And  he,  according  to  his  bouiu 
dut)'«  shall  not  intermit,  a«  ever  he  hath  done,  to  pray 
God  for  your  Majesty's  health  and  happiness. 

Upon  a  comparison  of  this  with  the  unsent  letter,! 
find  reason  to  think  it  was  drawn  up  before  Michaelmi 
1622.  But  it  seems  pn:»bable  that  Hacon  kept  it  buck  ui 
tal  he  could  get  it  presentwl  by  Huckinghiini,  wlto  in 
present  temper  required  careful  approaching  ;  but  aft 
a  pei'sonal  interview  (which  Bacon  appears  to  have  su 
ceeiled  in  obtaining  with  him  early  in  November) 
newed  his  active  friendship,  re<!ouimended  his  petition  to 
the  King,  moved  the  King  t<»  admit  him  to  kiss  his  hand, 
uud  appeared  altogether  like  himself  again.  The  imme- 
diate result  was  the  following  warrant :  —  fl 

OOPr  OF    THE  KIN6*8  WARRANT   TOUCHING  THE    LORD 
8T.  ALBAN'b  debts. 

Jamrs  Rex,  —  Wo  do  mnch  cummiserate  the  estat 
of  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  the  Lord  of  St.  AI 
ban,  having  served  us  in  so  gre^vt  place,  and  being  or 
whom,  howsoever  he  offended  in  judicalui-e,  yet  in  mal 
tor  of  counsel  and  our  commission  of  treasure  we  fouc 
faithful  and   very  careful  and  diligent,  running  cour 
eutire  and  direct  for  the  good  of   our  scrvico. 
therefon*  informed  from  him  that  he  is  indebted,  and  that 
Borne  of  his  servants  likewise  and  near  friends  are 
gaged  for  him,  of   whom  ho  hath   no  less  aire  than 
himself  (which  mind  we  commend  in  him),  we  do 
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the  times  were  such  as  we  might  free  him  at  once  by  our 
liberality.  But  the  times  being  as  tliey  are,  as  we  have 
graciouB  intentions  towards  Jiim,  so  in  the  nieun  time  we 
Imve  cnre  of  hia  subsisting  and  honor  and  quiet.  And 
therefore  we  do  require  you  and  every  of  you  from  tim« 
to  time  to  treat  with  such  creditors  of  his  as  he  shall  de- 
sire to  make  some  rpfusonable  and  favorable  com pnsi lion 
for  him  and  liis  sureties,  letting  them  know  that  whnt 
favor  and  ease  they  Hball  do  bim  in  the  composition  shall 
be  acceptable  to  ourselves :  for  which  purpose  we  shall 
vouchsafe  to  tike  knowledge  from  you  of  such  as  ahull 
be  forward  to  perform  ttur  desire.  And  our  will  and 
pleasure  is  generally  that  by  all  gomi  means  you  bring 
tliom  to  good  tern»s  of  oompi»ition  with  him  ;  wln'ah 
he  shall  take  at  your  hands  for  service  done  uuto  our- 
selves. 

Given   at  our  Court  of  Newmarket  this  14th  of  No- 
venibci,  I1I22. 


Those,  as  I  hiive  observed  before,  were  only  the  irritji- 
tions  ntid  interruptions  of  Uiteon's  life.  His  life  itM-lf  all 
this  time  was  occupied  with  hia  instalments  of  Natural 
History.  Wh«n  he  made  his  vow  that  he  would  produce 
one  or  more  of  these  in  each  succeeding  month  (a  rash 
TOW  if  it  had  not  left  him  freo  to  relense  himself  from  it 
upon  ai»y  sufficient  occnsion),  he  assigned  to  the  first  six 
successive  months  the  following  portions:  the  History 
of  Winds ;  of  Density  and  Rarity ;  of  Heaviness  and 
Lightness;  of  Symjmthy  and  Antipathy  of  Things;  of 
Sulphur,  Mercury,  and  Salt;  of  Life  and  Death.  "The 
History  of  Winds,"  together  with  introductions  to  the 
remaining  Ctv^^  \%'as  published  in  November.  But  on 
further  consideration  he  determined  to  change  th«^  order, 
and  take  the  "  History  of  Life  and  Death"  next.  This 
he  did  Iwcausn  he  thought  it  would  be  more  immediately 
useful,  by  turning  the  industry  of  medical  men  to  higher 
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aun3  than  tluit  of  curing  a  few  disp-iuses  and  pronoiiiicinj; 
the  rest  incurable.  But  it  proved  to  be  a  work  of  mxwl 
greater  leiigtU  than  the  first,  —  about  twice  as  long  ii 
fact^  —  and  it  seems  to  have  taken  about  thi'ee  months  U 
fiuifth  and  cany  it  through  the  press.  '*  In  none  of 
writings,"  says  Mr.  Ellis,  "  ia  there  more.  apix'Jirance 
r^aearch  j*'  nor  have  any  of  his  writings  of  tliis  kind 
ceivcil  siicli  liigb  praise,  from  a  judge  bo  lomptHent, 
tills  haa  received  from  Haller,  in  the  paasage  which  Mr. 
KUis  qunlps.  I  do  not  know  that  any  step  which  hiui 
buen  made  in  medical  science  can  be  traced  to  it — such 
st«p8  are  rarely  made  in  any  science  except  by  men  who 
liave  made  the  study  of  it  their  special  occupation  ;  but 
the  spirit  and  general  principled  of  the  investigation  pi 
ably  gave  impulse  and  direction  to  more  students 
were  aware  of  it ;  and  at  any  rate  the  work  suQieiently 
aooounta  for  the  employment  of  his  own  time  during  the 
winter  montlis  of  1622,  and  gave  additional  proof  of  his 
fitness  for  the  high  vocation  to  which  only  he  now 
pired.  "  That  Lord»"  says  Chamberlain,  writing  on 
10th  of  February,  1622-23,  '*  busies  himself  altogetl 
about  books,  and  hath  set  ont  two  lately,  *  Historia  Vei>^ 
torum,'  and  'De  Vita  et  Alorte,'  with  promise  of  more. 
1  have  not  yet  seen  either  of  them,  because  I  hav«  not 
leisure  ;  but  if  the  life  of  Henry  the  8th,  which  they 
he  is  about,  might  come  out  after  his  own  manner 
should  find  time  and  meaus  enough  to  read  it." 

There  seemed  nt  this  time  to  be  a  glimmer  of  bet 
fortune.      Buckingham,  wlio  had    become    in   his  cor; 
spondence  witli  him  much  more  like  his  former  self, 
l>een  as  gond  iih  his  woixl,  and  on  the  20th  of  Janu; 
brought  him  to  kiss  the  King's  hands.     Sir  Kdward  C 
way,  a  man  favorably  disposed  towards  lum,  hud 
made  Secret-ary  of   State.     There  httd  been    eomplai 
against   Craittield,  and  quarrels  between  him  and  VVi 
Itauns.     Maudeville,  who  had  always  been  an  admi 
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and  a  friend,  waa  shortly  bo  be  allied  to  fiuoklDgbam  by 
tliu  )narn:igo  uf  bis  son  witti  u  kinHwumaii  of  Iiih;  and 
there  WU8  a  rumor  ubruiul  that  ho  would  be  made  Lord 
Cbiincellor,  and  that  Bacon  would  succeed  him  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  and  have  his  debts  puid  out  of  the 
King's  cutTirs.  Friendly  words  from  Williams  do  not 
count  for  much,  for  we  have  nlroady  seen  that  he  could 
use  them  wbi-n  both  his  feelings  and  aetions  were  ijuiUi 
the  reverse,  iiut  if  he  was  aasured  that  Uuckinghaui's 
feelings  towai'ds  Bucon  had  changed,  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, whatevi'r  bis  own  feelings  might  be,  of  aclive  opposi- 
tion from  him. 

Whtither  uU  this  boded  any  real  good  to  Bacon  it  is 
diilicult  to  judge.  But  if  it  did,  his  evil  fate  interfered 
ODW  mure  to  cross  it.  An  adventure  so  extraordinary 
aud  beyond  all  re;isonuble  probability  that  it  seemed  to 
him  **  Ukc  a  fable  of  the  poets,"  took  BuiJiingham  sud- 
denly out  of  England  and  kept  him  at  Madrid  for  eight 
uionlUs.  lliu  lust  unlucky  dispute  betwueu  the  King 
and  the  House  of  Commons  upon  a  jwiiit  of  more  con- 
stitutional theor)',  which  had  nolhiug  to  do  with  the  im- 
mediate business  uf  the  day^  and  might  certainly  liuve 
been  pnstponed,  as  simihir  quarrels  bud  often  been  post- 
poned before,  to  a  more  convenient  se;uMm,  —  a  dispute 
arising  out  of  an  incidental  remark  made  by  the  King, 
which  ha<i  no  bearing  ujkiu  the  questions  under  con- 
sideration, and  was  not  intended  ns  a  preface  to  any  Ac- 
tion, and  one  in  whicti  neither  party  would  have  lost,  by 
putting  it  by  for  the  present,  any  advantage  in  ilealing 
with  it  at  the  proper  time;  while  both  would  have  gained 
in  the  better  chance  of  attjiining  the  object  for  which  at 
presimt  both  were  contending,  —  this  dispute,  ending  aa 
it  did  ia  another  dissolution  with  luutiud  dissatisfaction^ 
with  no  priiviHion  made  for  raising  an  army,  and  %Tith 
the  utter  destruction  of  all  the  moral  effoft  ujKin  opinion 
abroad  which  bad  been  hoped  for  from  the  exhibition  of 
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*^  the  good  and  perfect  union  between  the  Ki 
8u)>jpcts»"  hud  pniduced  a  sudden  cliiinf;**  in 
and  plans  of  Sptiin.  Since  the  Spanish  (lovernment  fon; 
that  thove  whs  no  chance  of  obtaining  by  means  of  t 
marriage  with  England  any  considendjle  iidvantageft  f 
tht^  Cathohc  C'lmrch,  they  had  secretly  abandonee!  t 
intention  of  carrying  it  out,  and  only  kept  the  treaty  < 
foot  as  a  means  of  acconiplisliing  their  other  ends.  B 
such  a  bi-each  aa  this  between  the  King  and  his  Pju-lj 
ment  opened  new  prospects.  Gondomar  believed  thj 
was  the  end  of  rarliamenta  in  England.  Ev4*n  Drf 
felt  that  our  trust  must  now  be  in  the  laurel  branch  wit 
oul  the  sword  ;  for  the  aup]>ort  of  Parliament  conic 
be  relied  upon  for  means  of  war  ;  that  if  the  PaUtii 
was  to  he  recovered  it  must  be  through  the  coapei*ati< 
of  Spain;  and  that  the  cooperation  of  Spain  ctmid  onl 
be  secured  by  concluding  the  marriage.  Of  this,  hM 
ever,  he  was  in  goo<i  hope.  For  it  had  always  been  tfl 
policy  ti>  mak'!  England  believe  that  they  were  sincere  i 
desiring  the  rvst^mition  of  the  Palatinate,  and  ho  thougl 
it  impossible  that  Philip  should  consent  to  send  his  stflt< 
with  a  dowry  of  XfjOU^OOO  to  a  country  with  which,  if  I; 
did  not  mean  honestly  Jn  that,  he  wouUI  certainly  bo  t 
war  in  a  very  short  time.  That  Philip  did  not  "men 
honestly  about  the  Palatinate  ^*  appears  tn  be  cerb 
He  meant  to  bold  James  in  the  belief  that  he  would 
to  obtain  it  for  him,  until  it  were  otherwise  disposed  a( 
and  then  to  t^ll  him  that  he  could  do  no  more.  As  efl 
a:^  Miu'ch)  1^322,  he  bad  conveyed  to  the  Emperor  a  seSH 
iussuranco  to  that  effect.  He  bad  informed  hinl  that  th 
tnmsfer  of  the  Eleotorati;  to  Maximilian  would  not 
opposed  at  Madrid,  provided  it  were  so  carried 
James  could  be  made  to  believe  *'  that  the  thing 
been  done  against  the  wish  of  the  King  of  Spain," 
far  he  was  in  earnest  at  this  time  about  the  marris 
is  not  easy  to  make  out.     But  the  breach  between  th 
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King  and  bU  last  rarliament,  sks  it  liod  cunvinc4.*d  Digby 
tlmt  Parliament  eoald  not  be  relied  upon  fr)r  efTective 
BupjKirt  in  case  of  wai',  ftppeara  to  Jnive  inspirttl  (joiido- 
mar  with  a  fruali  iiope  of  converting  Knglnnd.  The 
Prince,  wbo  had  not  shown  much  interest  as  yti>t  in  bis 
own  ujiirriiige,  was  much  grieved  for  Iiis  aisttr;  and  Gun- 
domur  seoms  not  only  to  buve  created  in  him  t!i«  tuime 
belief  which  hud  been  so  strongly  impreHMed  upon  Digby, 
tliut  th(!  rostorntion  of  the  l*ii[iiiiniit«  would  fuUow  tht* 
maiviage  iia  n  niatt^^r  of  course,  but  to  httvc  persuaded 
him  that  a  visit  to  Madrid  incognita^  with  only  two  ser- 
v&nts,  wnuld  expedite  tlie  marriage.  If  bu  weru  weak 
enough  to  go,  it  was  not  likely  that  he  would  bo  strong 
vuougli  to  resist  the  iiiflueuces  which  would  then  be 
brought  to  bt'iir  upon  him  ;  and  if  the  future  King  nf 
England  could  be  brought  to  profess  himself  a  Catholic, 
thu  murriiige  would  prove  a  very  prtifitahle  investment. 
It  had  been  settled  before  Gondoniar  left  England  that 
the  visit  should  be  paid,  if  on  bis  arrival  in  .Spain  he 
found  it  advisable.  On  the  27th  of  Septumbur,  juat  after 
tiio  news  of  the  fall  of  Ileidtlberg  hud  reached  KngUind, 
tbe  Prince  and  Buckiuglium  wrote  to  remind  him  of  it. 
In  the  beginning  of  Decemb<  r  tht-y  received  frtjui  him  a 
private  meHSiige  that  be  would  be  glad  to  see  the  Prince. 
In  Februai-y,  tli22-23,  they  got  leave  to  go.  On  the  7tli 
of  March  tbey  arrived  at  Madrid.  And  at  this  time  it 
was  that,  according  to  the  indiscret-t  avowjil  of  the  Span- 
ish minister  Olivarez,  the  match  began  to  be  really  in- 
tended on  the  part  of  Spain. 

The  history  nf  the  diplomatic  game  between  the  young 
and  old  players  which  followed  does  not  oonocrn  me  at 
present  except  aA  it  couccrnetl  Batx^n,  and  it  cy^ncern**! 
him  chiefly  as  withdrawing  from  the  Court  at  a  oritii.-al 
time  the  two  peraona  whose  influeuoe  over  the  King 
might  have  counteracred  tlmt  of  ihe  busiest  and  most 
useful  of  iIh'  i-i  itiiciltors  with  whom  they  left  him.      Tor 
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Craiifi<'M,  though  ho  rose  Uiroiif;li  the  fHTor  of  Bucking 
ham,  had  ijrowii  »o  fiist  into  firedit  with  tli«  Kins*  tha 
(jicoorJiug  to  Clarendon)  he  had  l^gun  to  tiiink  hi 
needed  his  favor  no  longer,  and  in  his  ubsenoe  **  was  no 
only  nogligent  in  the  issuing  out  Bueh  sunss  of  money  nj 
were  neci'ssarj*  for  tlie  dofmying  those  nnlimite*!  expensei 
....  but  bad  the  courage  to  dispute  his  cnmmamU  am 
to  appeal  to  the  King,  whose  ear  was  always  inclined  U 
him."  And  if  Cnmfield  could  use  his  influence  with  tlu 
King  to  resist  Buckingham's  demands,  when  they  otfl 
cerned  his  own  busiiieaa  nr  pleasure,  we  miiy  easily  im* 
agine  the  fate  of  those  which  concerned  only  Biicoi' 
means  of  living. 

The  Prince  and  Buckingham  left  England  in  disg 
on  the  18th  of   February,  and  the  letters  which 
will  tell  their  story  for  themselves. 

TO  SIR    EDWAI6D   OOJJWAY. 

Good  Mb.  Secbetaky,  —  When  yoa  visited  me,  yon 
expressed  in  so  noble  a  fiishion  a  vif  sense  of  my  misfor- 
tunes, as  I  cannot  but  express  myself  no  le-is  sensible  of 
your  good  fortune.s,  and  therefore  do  congmtuhite  with 
you  for  your  new  hori<>r  now  setthjd.  The  excellent  Mar- 
quis bntught  me  yesterday  to  kiss  the  King's  hands.  So 
M  now  methinks  I  am  in  the  state  of  grac«.  Think  of 
me  and  speak  of  me  as  occAsion  serveth.  I  shall  want  no 
will  to  deserve  it,  at  least  nobleness  is  never  lost.  I 
Tour  aCfecttonate  friend  to  do  you  servii^, 

Fe.  St.  Alban-I 

Bkd.  Uocbe,  tlit8  2lBt  of  Jan.,  1622. 


TO   THE   MABQUIB  OP   BCCKINGHAM. 

ExCETXENT    Lord,  —  I    |>erceive    this  day   by 
Comptroller  that  I  live  continuidly  in  your  Lordahii 
remembrance,  and  noble  [>uq>03es,  concerning  my  fd 
tunes,  as  well  for  the  comfort  of  my  estate  as  for  con 
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tenaflcing  me  othorwise  by  hU  MajVaty's  eraploymonta 
and  gT«CPs,  for  which  I  most  humbly  kiss  ymir  hnndn, 
leaving  (he  times  t<i  yonr  go<wi  Lordshij);  wliich,  cniiaitl- 
firing  my  age  ami  wants,  I  iisaure  myself  your  LonUhip 
will  tlie  Bouner  take  into  your  care.  And  for  my  honw 
at  Gorhamhiiry,  I  do  infiniht'ly  Hoj»iro  your  I>»i*(!.ship 
Bhoiihl  have  it,  and  liowsrwvpr  I  may  trpat^  J  will  con- 
clude with  none,  tilt  1  know  yoar  Lord&lup^s  farther 
plBaaare  ;  ever  resting 

Vour  Ivordahip's  mast  obliged 

and  faithful  serrant, 

Fa.  St.  Albah. 

Bed.  nnuBE,  ibia  ftth  ot  Feb.,  USa. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  Lord  MacatiUy*a  exphuin- 
tion  of  the  cause  of  Bacon's  poverty  after  hia  fall  rw.]uires 
correction.  "Ho  was  not  easily  persuaded,"  says  he, 
^*  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  magnificence  to  which  he 
had  been  accustomed  in  the  time  of  his  power  and  pros- 
perity. No  pressure  of  distress  could  induce  him  to  part 
wiU»  the  woods  of  Gorliambury.  •  I  will  not,'  he  said, 
'be  stripped  of  my  featheni/ "  Aubrey  does  no  doubt 
tell  na  that  '*  when  his  Lord.sltip  was  tn  disfavor,  his 
neighbors,  hearing  how  muoU  he  wa«  indebted,  came  to 
him  with  a  motion  to  buy  Oakwood  of  him:"  upon 
which  his  *'  Lordship  told  thtMn  *  be  would  not  soU  bis 
feathers.* "  But  he  tells  it  not  in  illustratton  of  his  cx- 
traviigance,  but  as  a  good  saying :  and  it  may  be  quite 
true,  without  implying  any  unreasonable  reluctance  on 
Bacon's  part  to  f^^mforfii  to  his  fortun*^  luid  neem  to  be  as 
poor  aa  he  was.  A  gentleman  may  be  in  great  distress 
mid  yet  very  properly  decline  to  sell  his  coat  and  hat. 
Gorliambury  was  a  beautiful  pl:ire.  tit  for  a  nobleman's 
dwelling,  and  had  a  funey  tuIuc',  To  strip  it  of  its  woods 
would  probably  have  reductnl  that  value  by  much  more 
than  any  onw  would  have  offered  for  tlie  timber.  We  see 
from  the  concluding  pamgruph  of  lliiH  letter  tbut  he  vrtm 
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now  intetidicig  to  w\\  tbe  pl;u;e  albt^gftber,  and  tliough 
never  succeedeil  In  tliidinj^  u  purcli:iser,  we  Inivu  ot>  ri-a 
tx)  suppose  that  he  ever  refused  fair  termB.     And 
have  A  furtlier  i)roof  ibnt  be  could  piirt  with  niagnifieei 
to  relieve  himself  fn.>m  distress,  in  tbe  fact  tbut  at  tk 
time   he  removed  from    Bedford   House,  wbore   he   h« 
been   livin^r   lately,  and   retired   to   his  nld    lotlgiiigs 
Gray's  Jiin,  '*  for  quiet,  and  the  better  to  hold  out.'* 

At  this  time  an  uuexpected  chauce  presented  itself 
obtaining  the  sort  of  pruviaion  wbich  he  stood  so  mud 
in  need  of,  under  conditions  peculiarly  suitable  and  be* 
coming,  and  free  from  all  objection.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  on  the  2titb  of  July*  1608,  wbeu  he  was 
meditating  on  the  measures  to  be  taken  fur  tbe  public^ 
tdon  and  furtherance  uf  tbe  new  philosopby,  and  mod 
particularly  for  pri>curing  histories  of  nature  as  well  in 
her  errors  and  wanderings  as  under  the  pressure  of  the 
mechanical  arts,  one  of  the  measures  which  occurred  to 
him  (being  then  (mly  Solicitor  fieneral»  with  nn  prospect 
of  speedy  advancement}  was  tbe  procuring  fur  himaell 
some  situittion  fit  for  carrying  on  such  a  w(»rk. 

**  Laying    for  a  placo    to  command  wiu   and    peas, 

mtuater,    Kloii,    AVincliesler Triuiiy    College   la 

bridge,  Su  Johii*»  ia  Cuinbridgv.  Muudlin  College  iu  Oxfor 
and  bespeakiiiu  this  btttiine^  with   ibo   King,  my   Lord  Arclf^ 
bishop,  my  Lord  Ti-easurer." 

His  course  of  rapid  advancement^  which  began  a  few 
years  nfter.  and  his  giowing  importance  as  a  law  olTicer 
and  couneillor,  liiul  set  this  s[>eculatiou  aside.  Bat  nn\ 
that  office  and  income  and  importance  in  council  wc 
pone,  siich  a  situation  becjime  again  for  the  same 
a  thing  to  be  dtfsired.  And,  sli-ange  to  say,  ii  offere 
itaelf  just  at  the  right  time,  ami  gave  the  King  an  u| 
portnnity  of  doing  a  good  thing  which  (if  be  bad  done  it 
would  have  been  one  of  tbe  l>est  remend>t'rtHl  act«  of  bj 
life,  and  best  deserving  to  b**  reruembered  with  honor. 
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*''rho  Provost  of  EtOD  "  savs  Cliamborliiin,  wriiiug  on  U>a  5tti 
of  April,  "  wa!^  cm  nf  the  stciiii?  this  (I:iv  JiCiiin*;)it,  utiil  br-m^  mi 
vreuk  hcfbrp,  h  is  Tlnnhtc'l  Itc  will  harcUy  hold  out.  Sir  William 
Btfchor  hath  a  prainiM  to  be  his  sucoeuior,  which  soeni8  stningo 
al  first  rti^hl  that  ho  bhoittd  ho  preferred  lieforc  ko  many  And 
pppat  pivt^mluiitw,  aa  (rtnion^  ilicfrs  <>thi>rs)  Ihn  Lord  St-  A!- 
ban's,  Sir  UohtTt  Niiiinton,  Sir  Jaraeit  Fiillerton.  etc.  So  that 
Bome  conclude  it  wiis  but  Inrtil  conic  and  0r8t  Htfrvtxl,  to  avoid 
the  importunity  of  iu  inauy  cumputitorA.  But  wiihftl  it  ithows 
thiit  the  world  ^rows  harri  h«re,  or  that  the  plncti  is  ri»cn  in 
reputatiou,  when  it  hath  such  wooeri«," 

And  tigain  on  the  19th,  — 

**  The  Prorost  uf  Klon  onlUved  nine  (lays,  which  is  count*.**! 
the  fatal  time  for  tliose  that  he  cut  of  the  stone,  but  died  two 
days  ail«r  ;  when  the  c&uvaaa  bvgaii  ufrcsh.  and  8ir  Robert 
Nftunion  laid  in  hard  for  it,  ofiuring  to  quit  all  pensioue,  procn- 
aml  pi-ctensions  whauoevcr.  But  the  King  reserves  ihat 
Od  all  matters  of  grneti  till  the  LortI  of  lhu'ki(i|jhanr6  return; 
yet  be  bath  renewed  his  promise  to  Sir  William  Becher  and 
ftent  letters  to  thp  Odlcgc  not  to  proceed  to  any  election  till 
thi?y  know  hia  further  plfasure^  But  T  hear  underhand  hi'  is 
like  to  have  u  bard  omdilion  atinoxud,  —  lo  marry  the  widow 
or  provide  for  ht-r  and  her  children. 

It  waA  long  before  the  appointment  was  finally  dUpoBed  * 
of.  Bui  Ha  fur  ns  BiKHm  waa  ooncerned  the  questinn  wiis 
settle<1  by  h  lett<T  from  Buukinglmin  on  iUv  HTlh  of  Oc- 
tober, stating  that  be  ba<l  engJigcd  bini^df  before  Hh  went 
to  Spain  to  Sir  W.  Beuher,  *■*■  bo  that  ho  could  not  free 
hiniBelf,  uulfe-is  there  were  niepns  to  give  him  Butisfao 
tion.**  BiuM>n,  having  no  means  left  tbut  could  hnro 
served  aacb  a  pur|>oAc,  accepted  the  answer  as  conclusive, 
and  what  he  would  have  made  of  the  o(Iii;u  —  which, 
placing  liiiu  at  the  be.id  >>f  thu  pniicipul  phire  iu  Knghmd 
for  the  education  uf  youth,  would  have  supplictl  hitu  with 
a  fit  Held  for  work  Kdh  h>giBlative  and  adTuinistrativu 
—  must  U*  left  to  coiiji-cture. 


CHAPTER  V. 
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Hacon*.s  biid  health  during  tlm  spring  and  Bummer  o 
the  ywir  interrupted  his  work,  and  though  it  ap[w?rtroi 
nfter  hiH  dpiitli  that  he  had  not  altngpthir  forsaken  th< 
natural  histories  which  were  to  have  fuUowed  the  histon 
of  '•  Life  and  nt-iatli,"  but  had  sp^nt  a  good  d«nl  of  labo 
upon  RK^veral  of  tli^'in,  and  oajH-eially  uj>ou  the  history  o 
**  Density  and  Rarity,"  which  was  to  have  come  next,  hi 
was  ohligpd  to  give  up  tlie  attempt  to  corapleto  and  pub 
Ush  tliem  at  int^rvala  im  hu  had  inlonded.  lu  the  autumn 
of  1620  tlie  reason  he  gave  for  publishing  the  "Norunr 
Organum  "  incomplete  was  that  **he  numbered  his  (h\y& 
and  would  have  it  saved."  What  he  bad  gone  thiMugl 
since  must  have  brought  the  end  of  his  days  a  gooc 
deal  nt^arer ;  and  tlio  repeated  "  sicknessps  "  of  this  yf  ni 
warned  him  to  S4*lect  sueh  business  as  he  might  huj>(i  t( 
Snish.  Now  it  was  his  opinion  that  n  mudi^rn  langnag* 
could  not  be  trusted  to  carry  a  book  down  to  future  ages 
that  to  give  it  a  chiuice  of  "  lasting  as  hmg  as  books  last' 
it  must  be  in  "  the  general  language.'*  He  thought  h 
ex]>rdiiMit,  thiM-efons  to  nuike  safe  the  books  which  hi 
had  published  in  Knglish  by  having  them  translatetl  int* 
Latin  ;  and  this  appears  to  have  been  Lis  principal  occu- 
piitiou  during  this  summer.  It  was  a  work  for  which  h( 
could  obtiiiu  suffictLMit  iis»i»tunce  tu  ivlieve  him  from  th( 
main  labor,  and  which  it  wiw  nevertheless  necessary  thul 
he  should  watch  and  superintend :  suitable,  therefore,  foi 
a  season  when  his  health  would  not  allow  of  ooDtinuoui 
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work,  and  it  aeomed   probable  tbat  hia   working  days 
would  Hoon  be  at  lui  end  altogether. 

As  far  as  the  future  agea  were  omcerned,  time  does 
not  seem  to  ap|>rove  his  opinion.  To  judge  by  prosont 
appearancos,  l^ntiu  is  not  the  hinguttgt*  in  which  a  book 
may  \ye  rx|M5Cted  to  last  lonf;j<'st  ;in<i  command  either  the 
largest  audionce  or  the  fittest.  As  long  as  scholars  con- 
versed with  each  other  in  Latin,  it  was  for  them  a  living 
huigt!aj;jf  and  amUl  express  new  ideas  ;  but  when  they 
ceased  to  use  it  for  tliat  purpose,  it  ceased  to  be  a  com- 
incm  language  except  for  tlie  pa^t ;  and  men  found  that 
they  ntuld  exchange  new  ideas  better  by  learning  their 
neighbnrs'  tongues  and  writing  in  their  owu  ;  whcuco  it 
bus  come  Ui  pass  tlrnt  a  book  will  now  find  its  way  to 
those  whom  it  luWresses  more  easily*  nmre  certainly,  and 
more  extensively,  if  written  in  any  living  language  which 
has  a  litemture,  than  it  would  if  written  in  Latin.  But 
in  Hncoh's  time  this  waj*  n<it  so  ;  and  though  his  appw*- 
heiisiou  that  the  English  of  his  own  day  might  become 
unintelligible  to  the  intelligent  of  fnture  generations  was 
npi>ai*ently  gro»n<!Iesfi,  it  was  ipiit^^  true  that  it  was  in- 
telligible only  to  a  small  fraction  of  his  own.  For  the 
preservation  of  his  writings  to  posterity,  Gnglish  was 
probably  the  safer  vehicle,  but  for  the  diffusion  of  them 
among  his  contem]>ornri<^  im  the  continent  of  Kurr>pe, 
Latin  was  indispeuBable. 

I  have  elsewhere  given  my  reasons  fitr  thinking  that  he 
hrrmght  out  the  **  Advancement  of  Ijearuing"  sumewhat 
in  a  hurry  to  meet  a  special  occasion,  —  the  mro  accident 
of  the  accession  to  the  crown  of  a  really  learned  man  in 
the  prime  of  Ufi*,  who  might  pr>8sibty  talce  an  interest 
in  the  great  prftject  for  the  regeneration  of  philosophy 
which  he  had  wlnsidy  coneeived.  He  wrote  it  in  English 
(probably  becans«  it  was  important  tn  lose  no  time),  but 
be  always  meant  to  havit  it  translat^ttl  into  Latin,  because 
"  tlie  privftt^nt^HS  of  the  language  wherein  it  was  written  '* 
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excluded  BO  many  ivitders:  and  this  bofore  he  hiid  an; 
thoughts  of  milking  it  ji  purt  of  tlie  "  Instauratio,"  Huv 
ing  now  deterniined  to  make  it  serve  for  tliat  generul  sur 
vey  of  the  iutoJlectual  giobe,  —  ttmt  summary  account  o: 
the  existing  condition  of  hnmnn  knoivltMigt^, — with  whict 
the  "  Instauratio"  wiis  to  1>t^in,  it  wan  necessary  not  out) 
to  have  it  tmnslated  hut  to  bave  hirge  additions  nmdo  t( 
it.  We  )nivo  sei^n  t)ijit  this  work  was  s<»  fur  advanced  ii: 
the  preceding  summer  that  he  exjieoted  to  have  it  tinisherj 
before  the  autumn.  Many  causes  may  have  oontribut4.*d 
to  delay  its  progress :  auion^  o^her^^  the  quantity  of  en- 
tirely new  matter  to  be  inserted,  which  would  uaturall 
increaae  upon  hlni  as  he  went  on  with  the  revision  of 
work  of  his  translattn-s  —  and  which  whs  enough  in  fj 
to  fill  more  than  loO  fulio  pages  uf  the  printed  volu 
By  the  time,  however,  that  the  Prince  and  Buckingh 
returned  safe  and  sound,  to  the  great  joy  of  Englai 
from  a  position  which  had  latterly  been  rather  {>eriloi 
the  whole  work  was  complete  and  rejidy  for  delivery. 
In  the  spring  of  1G22  Bacon  hud  been  relieved,  as 
have  seen,  from  the  clause  in  his  sentence  which  forb; 
him  to  come  within  the  Verge  of  tho  Court,  He  now 
n  strong  desire  to  be  relieved  from  that  other  clause  whi 
forb;ide  him  to  sit  in  Parliament,  —  and  to  b«  so  reliovtHl 
with  the  good  liking  of  the  Lords  themselves ;  which  hi 
always  been  tho  condition  on  which  ho  asked  for  a 
favor  in  his  troubles;  and  without  whicli,  indeed,  thU 
particular  favor  would  have  been  of  no  value.  Desi 
tliat  the  motion  should  come  from  theniselvea,  and  if 
siblu  from  those  wlio  were  most  independent,  he  did 
pnK-eed  by  formtd  petition,  but  addressed  himself  pri- 
vately to  two  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  ti 
popular  party  in  the  Upper  House,  —  who  had  tiiketi 
active  part  in  the  proceedings  against  himself,  and  wi 
most  opposed  to  Buckingltam  and  the  Court  jitirty, — 
Karl  of  Southampton  and  the  Karl  of  Oxford. 
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Not  luiving  bvcn  d-grtulvd  I'lom  his  rank  us  a  l*ei*r,  lie 
wonUi,  I  stippow,  b«  suMiinoiieil  to  sitt.4-iul  eucli  rnrlia- 
uitfiit  iu  the  usual  form  (for  the  Clerk  uf  the  Crown  was 
not  otficially  tiifurmcd  of  his  disqualiBcittion)  ;  but  hav- 
ing beon  furbiddun  ever  to  sit  iu  rarhtuiu-nU  he  eould  not 
fib<^y  tlm  suiuroons  without  an  cxprettg  tvarraiit  rel^^asing 
him  Iniin  thai  part  uf  the  s*iiten(i'.  I  do  not  know  ex- 
nkilly  what  authority  thi*  llousu  of  I^(»rd8  had  in  the  mat- 
ter, or  whetbi-T  tlioy  had  any  power  to  remit  a  punish- 
nient  uwardtnl  in  a  foruit'r  Parliament  by  themselves. 
Probably  not.  But  an  intiuiatiun  to  the  King  that  they 
wished  t"»  rcjulniit  Bwon  into  their  company  would  no 
Joubi  liave  prmured  the  necessary  warrant.  And  it 
must  have  been  this,  I  think,  in  which  he  now  desired 
the  favor  and  furtherance  of  these  two  n(d>IenieD.  For 
thougli  he  speaks  of  *'  wishing  to  have  his  tcfit"  it  ap- 
pears from  a  later  letter  tliat  it  was  not  the  writ  itself, 
but  the  libiTty  to  use  it,  whieh  In*  wanted.  Writing  to 
Sir  Humphrey  May  at  New-year's  tide,  1025  (that  is, 
1026-'2G),  he  s»ys,  '•  My  writ  for  Parliament  I  have  now 
hud  twice  before  the  tiiue,  and  thai  without  any  express 
restraint  nut  to  use  it."  And  yet  it  iu  evident  that  ha 
regardtnl  himself  as  stilt  excludrd  and  unable  to  ait  with- 
out a  pardon.  Whence  wo  may  also  infer  that  these  two 
letters  which  follow  had  been  without  effect:  — 


TO  THE   KIOHT    HONOBABLK   HIS  VEKV  GOOD   JjOHV  THK 
KAUL  OF   ftOUTHAMPTOK. 

Mv  VKJtv  oooi>  Loiti),  —  It  pleased  your  Lordship 
when  we  met  last,  aud  did  not  think,  I  dare  say,  that  a 
Parliament  would  have  been  so  wjon,  to  asi^nre  nie  of  vonr 
love  and  favor;  and  it  is  ti'no  that  out  of  that  whieh  I 
li»ve  heard  and  observed  oE  yoor  nibble  natur^f  I  havti  a 
great  affiance  in  your  Lordship.  I  would  bo  glnd  to  re- 
cuivu  my  writ  this  Parliament,  that  since  the  root  of  my 
dignity  is  anved  tn  mo  it  might  also  bear  fruit,  and  that 
I  may  not  die  in  dii»honor. 
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But  it  is  far  from  me  to  desire  this  nxcept  it  may  be 
with  the  love  and  consent  of  the  LordR:  if  their  Lord- 
ships shrtll  vouchsafe  to  think  idp  worthy  nf  tht»ircompmiy 
or  fit  to  do  thtiin  service,  or  to  have  8uflfn.'d  sufficiently, 
whensby  I  may  now  be  ufter  three  years  a  subject  of  their 
grace  as  I  was  hrftire  a  subject  of  their  justice. 

In  this  matter  I  hold  your  Lordahip'n  fswor  so  essential 
as  if  God  shall  put  it  into  yniir  heart  to  give  me  your 
favor  and  furtherance,  I  will  apply  my  industry  and 
other  friends  to  cooperate  with  your  Lordship.  Otlier- 
mse  I  shall  give  over  to  think  of  it;  and  yet  ever  rest 

Your  Lordahip*s  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

Ffi.  St.  Albak. 

Last  of  Jananry,  l6iS. 


TO  THE  EARL   OF   OXFORD. 

My  VERY  oooiJ  Lord,  —  I^  me  be  an  humble  suitor 
to  your  Lordship  for  your  n-ible  favor.  I  would  be  glad 
to  receive  my  writ  this  Parliament,  that  ]  may  not  die  in 
dishonor.  But  by  no  means,  except  it  should  be  with 
the  love  and  consent  of  my  fjords  to  readmit  mo,  if  their 
Lordships  vinirhsafe  to  think  me  worthy  of  their  com- 
pany; or  if  they  think  that  which  I  have  auffei'ed  now 
these  three  years,  in  loss  of  place,  in  loss  of  means,  and 
in  loss  of  liberty  (for  a  great  time),  to  be  a  suflicient  ex- 
piation for  my  faults,  whereby  I  may  now  seera  in  their 
eyes  to  be  a  fit  subject  of  their  gnice,  as  I  have  been  be- 
fore of  their  justice.  My  good  Loid,  the  gootl  which  the 
oommonwealth  monght  reap  of  my  suffering,  is  already 
inned.  Justice  is  done.  An  example  is  miide  for  I'efor- 
mation.  The  authority  of  the  House  Utr  judicntum  is 
established.  There  can  be  no  further  use  of  my  misery ; 
perhaps  some  little  may  be  of  ray  service  t  for  I  hope  I 
shall  be  found  a  man  humbled  as  a  Christian,  though  not 
dejected  as  a  worldling.  I  have  great  opinion  of  yonr 
Lordship^s  power,  and  great  hope  fur  many  reasons   of 
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your  favor ;  wliich  if  I  m:ty  olitAui,  I  ciin  eay  no  mora 
but  hoblenpfts  is  pvpt  requited  in  itself;  ami  OchI  (whose 
epeoiiil  fikvor  in  my  afflictions  I  hav«  munift'stly  found  ti 
my  comfort)  will  I  trufit  be  my  paymnster  of  Uiat  which 
cannot  be  requited  by 

Your  Lordship's  nffe^tionate  humble  servant,  etc. 


I 


But  thongli  Bacon's  vnir<*  wiia  not  to  be  hcanl  again  in 
Parlimm'iit  or  CoumNl,  vto  Iiavo  one  more  note  of  ?fhat  hfl 
would  Imve  said  there,  which  for  na  ifl  aa  good  as  a  Bpeecb 
reported,  if  not  bett^^r. 

The  last.  Piirlianient  had  been  broken  up,  it  will  be 
remembered,  upon  a  dispute  about  the  itbstract  right  of 
the  Ho««>:  of  Commons  to  flisi'uss  maltMrs  the  ordcrini^  of 
which  belonged  to  the  Urown.  The  dt.scuH»ioa  itself  did 
not  tlireaten  any  difference  in  action  wtiich  might  not 
have  been  got  over.  By  the  help  of  some  mutuid  con- 
cesaious  (for  wliieh  they  were  prepared  ou  both  sides) 
thoy  could  linve  agreed  pretty  well  as  to  what  ahould  be 
done.  The  Commons,  when  they  found  wloit  dilliculti*'!? 
their  iwlvioe  would  inv(»lvo,  would  have  eonstmled  to 
modify  it.'  The  King,  if  his  right  to  interfero  had  not 
bi*en  disputed  or  igtiored,  would  not  have  insisted  upon 
intfrferin^.'-*  But  the  Commims  onuld  not  be  content 
without  declaring  that  their  privilege  of  discussing  such 
questions  was  an  "Hncieut  and  nndoubt4M]  birthright;'* 
while  the  King  could  not  be  content  without  }in  noknowl- 
edgment  that  they  e«joye*l  it  by  the  grace  and  favor  of 
the  Cro^\^l.  It  wiu*  a  mtttter  of  principle  on  both  sides, 
on  which  neither  otuhl  give  way.  Thr  t'oinmons  entered 
in  their  books  a  formal  record  of  tlieir  claim.     Tlie  King 

1  "  Kviiti  now  tli«y  bail  nu  wiilt  to  impoMv  tcnn*  nn  Ih*  King.  Oat?  in4<m(mr 
•fter  uinthfr  tkm  lo  |>niiil  f>ul  tUal  (heir  petiljon  AU\  aoi  flrm  rcquir*  an  au> 
fW»r."     <;«ritiner,  Tol.  il.,  p.  136. 

^  ^  "  Ha  bail  Ml  WllUauta't  iuKiit«iiua  loirtml  bU  ilainandf  lill  be  ftiked  fer 
Bg  mors  Utan  ■  mere  piillu  acknowtcdgnMol  «(  •  bUUrtcul  fad."     lb.  pa 
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sent  for  their  books  and  tore  the  record  out.  And  on 
these  terms  they  parted,  leaving  that  old  dispute  in  a 
condition  more  inwnivenient  than  ever  for  adjustment. 
But  tliough  there  was  no  chance  of  settling  it,  there  was 
hope  that  in  tlie  next  Parliament  it  would  be  allowed 
to  sleep;  for  recent  events  had  brought  tlie  government 
and  the  people  into  better  iigreement  as  to  practical  ob- 
jects. 

In  the  autumn  of  1621,  wlien  the  st-Jite  of  the  negotia- 
tion Wiis  explained  to  the  two  Houses  by  Digby,  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  the  Commons  and  the  King 
as  to  policy  was  large  and  important.  If  Digby's  report 
had  been  followed  by  a  propos;d  to  raise  u  force  for  the 
conquest  of  Spain,  the  recovery  of  Bohemia,  and  the 
overthrow  of  Popery,  it  is  probable  tliat  the  Commons 
would  have  taken  it  up  with  zeal,  foreseen  no  diflBculties, 
and  suspended  other  disputes.  But  the  recovery  of  the 
Palatinate  only,  leaving  other  things  Jis  they  were,  — 
Bohemia  in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor,  England  in  alli- 
ance with  Spain,  the  Prince  in  treaty  for  an  Infanta,  and 
the  English  Catholics  encouraged  by  toleration,  —  was 
not  an  object  in  the  pursuit  of  which  they  could  foi^et 
everything  else.  They  wished  for  it,  and  meant  no  doubt 
to  secure  it ;  but  they  wanted  to  secure  a  great  deal  more, 
and  they  did  not  observe  that  the  c(turs(!  which  it  w:v3 
proposed  to  take  for  the  rescue  of  the  Palatinate  would 
be  crossed  by  an  attempt  to  accomplisli  the  rest.  The 
hope  of  the  government  was  that  if  the  cause  of  the 
Palatinate  could  be  separated  from  t!ie  cause  of  Bohemia; 
if  the  demand  were  limited  to  the  status  quo  ante  bellum; 
and  if  at  the  same  time  it  were  seen  that  military  prep- 
arations were  in  progress  to  enforce  it,  —  then  Spain, 
whose  interest  in  the  marriage  made  her  a  natural  ally 
of  England  in  this  matter,  would  join  witli  England  in 
pressing  the  Emperor  to  consent.  But  to  make  this  pol- 
icy sMcei'Ssfid,  it  was  important  that  the  country  should 
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HCPni  to  he  oC  one  miikl;  and  the  dvbiiU^  iii  thu  House  of 
Commons  btitniyed  too  uleiirly  that  Ihis  wus  not  the  cast*, 
'lliey  voted  iiideeil  by  general  consent  a  single  subsidy, 
which  wonid  have  been  enough  to  sustain  the  garrisons 
in  the  Palatinate  througli  the  winter,  but  they  poatjioned 
the  rest,  alleging  that  there  was  no  hurry ;  and  their 
course  left  it  doubtful  whether  lliey  were  reaily  to  gnint 
more  exoej^t  upon  conditions  involving  a  total  change  of 
policy.  For  they  coupled  the  offer  of  the  single  subsidy 
with  a  petition  Betting  fortli  their  own  view  of  what 
sUuuld  be  done ;  and  this  was  in  direct  I'pposition  to  the 
course  to  which  the  governineut  had  ooiuuiitteil  itself. 
Spain  being  in  their  eyes  the  great  enemy  and  I'opery 
the  great  evil,  they  would  bave  had  the  King  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  Protestant  powers  of  Europe,  declare 
war  agiiinst  Spain,  marry  the  Prince  t'*  a  Protest:int,  en- 
force the  execution  of  the  laws  iigainat  K(*cus:ints,  edueato 
Papists*  ehildn^u  under  Protestant  schoolmiuters,  prevent 
them  from  leaving  England,  and  prohibit  absolutely  the 
restoiiLtion  of  forfeited  lauds. 

So  main  a  difference*  though  if  the  question  of  the  ab- 
stract right  had  not  been  thrust  in,  it  neetl  not  have 
causetl  an  irreconcilable  quarrel,  must  have  seriously  em- 
barrassed the  national  nction.  But  when  the  new  Par- 
liament met  in  Kebruury,  \0'2il-24^  the  condition)*  ftf  the 
question  had  been  inrtterially  changed.  Uu  the  '2\hU 
Sept«rabor,  1622,  the  rase  of  the  Palatinate  had  been 
laid  bffure  the  Council  f(tr  iidvice;  und  the  Council,  judg- 
ing that  the  time  hud  come  which  they  had  untic-i]tatcd  in 
their  first  report  (March  5th,  1616-lT),  —  the  time  when 
the  tre^ity  might  be  broken  o(T  "upon  some  material 
pointof  religion,'*  —  luid  advised  prompt  and  iwit-mptory 
action.  The  reeent  full  of  Heidelberg,  whioli  had  made 
the  Prince  impatient  for  the  marriage  by  nu*an«  nf  which 
he  looked  for  its  recovery,  had  nuidn  tlie  Council  impa- 
tient for  a  d(H!isive  imswer  aa  to  the  inti*ntiona  of  Spain. 


la^m^Ha 


580 


WARUKK  ADVICE  OF  THE  COITKCIL-         [Book  VII. 


*'  After  a  long  and  uiixIoub  dflilieratioo,  t*xieii<ling  over  f4>qr 
(lays,  it  wns  Hfi'i*)ei1  (hul  a  direct  «niuinonK  stiould  ho  iuirIrr*A(M?ii 
to  ibe  Kioj;  uf  Sptuii.  Sevenl^r  dii^'.s  would  Le  nllowed  hiiu  Us 
obtain  from  the  Km|*i-ror  the  restitution  of  Ili^deUiorg  ;  atpl  if 
it  should  hup]>eu  that  eithtT  Miitinht^im  ur  Krankcntha)  hiul  also 
beeo  Uken,  it  wha  to  b«  roslored  as  well.  Philiji  WAi  also  to 
engage  that  the  iiegoliutions  for  a  geiiEfml  peiioe  should  Ije  re- 
sumed on  the  huaia  luid  duwii  in  the  preveiliu^  winter,  and  to 
bind  htiuseir  by  uii  expreiis  stipulation  llmt  if  the  Kuifieror  re- 
fused  to  oouseiit  to  these  terms  be  would  order  a  Spuuish  array- 
to  take  the  fitdd  u^iuHt  tiiiu.  or  iit  leiut  would  give  [leruissiou 
to  an  En<rli.sh  ftirt**'  to  niurt-h  throu>;h  Khniders  into  the  Polali- 
Duto.  If  within  ten  diij»  nftor  this  ro6<-ilulion  wa9  laid  before 
Piiilip,  he  had  not  ^Iven  a  favorable  answer  under  hia  hand  and 
seal,  Bristol  j^t.  *•.  Digbv]  was  to  leave  ASudrid  at  onev,  and  to 
dec/are  the  mam'titfe  treaty  hroken  off"  * 

A  letter  from  Gmidoiuar,  reoeWod  a  few  weeks  after, 
full  of  promises  that  all  ubstiu^Ies  to  the  match  would 
soon  be  rvnioved,  itimle  no  change  in  the  opinions  of  tlw 
Counf^tl ;  and  hud  this  ad\-icp  been  fairly  acted  upon,  the 
Spanish  game  would  havo  ln^en.tbeM  at  an  mid.  For 
this*  however,  the  King  was  not  yet  prepaiW.  Bristol 
-w^ts  directed  to  make  the  demiuid,  but  In  caise  of  an  un- 
satisfactoiy  reply,  instead  of  coming  away  at  once  ho  waa 
to  wait  for  further  instrnctions.  This  spoiled  the  effect, 
and  left  room  for  the  Prince's  visit  Ut  Madrid  ;  which, 
though  in  many  ways  mischievous,  bad  this  good  effect, 
that  it  brought  the  King  over  at  hust  to  tlu;  views  of  th« 
Council,  which  were  already  in  harmony  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  nation;  and  thus  gave  a  fivjih  chance  of  united 
action  between  the  government  and  tho  House  of  Com- 
mons. Before  the  new  Parliament  waa  calleil,  the  mar* 
Tiage  treaty  had  been  finally  broken  off.  By  which  party 
it  hatl  been  broken  r>fr  is  a  matter  of  dispute,  but  oC  no 
conserjuence.  Both  wore  glad  to  bo  rid  of  it  after  they 
found  that  the  advantages  whicli  each  had  expectetl  from 
>  Gardiner,  vol.  ii..  p  2riO. 
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it  were  not  to  be  liatl  by  eitl»er ;  and  it  rPiniunCMl  mrwly 
for  oneh  to  put  the  other  iis  niiioh  in  tlie  wron^,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  ilipliHiiiitli*  morality^  as  possible.  But 
tho  point  upon  whifh  it  really  wn&  broken  ofT  v/tis  thia. 
James  had  all  iilong  lieen  inndu  to  b**UoTe  that  tli6  mar- 
riage would  Qiirry  with  it  thi*  tiftstst'iLnce  of  Spain  t*)  re- 
aver the  I'lilatinato.  Hot  he  had  believed  it  on  Oundo- 
ir's  word,  which  he  iwsunied  to  be  iw  good  »i8  bia  own, 
and  had  oxactfd  no  forwal  or  explioit  en^'agf  rnt?nt.  Aa 
tlie  time  of  pprfomiancp  came  nwim^r,  whih^  the  prepara- 
tions for  performance  showed  no  advance^  he  begun  lo 
donbt,  and  desired  better  security.  And  aa  soon  us  the 
Prince  w.is  saft*  in  England  a^^jiin^  he  sent  instructions  to 
Briato)  not  to  prowed  further  with  tlie  eeremoni«*s  pre- 
(M'ding  the  marriage,  until  he  had  received  a  proiniae 
under  tlie  Kinj;  of  Spain's  hand  to  help,  **  with  bis  arms, 
if  mediation  failed/*  to  restore  Frtiderick  to  his  honors  and 
inheritances.*  This  math?  it  necessary  t<»  postpone  the 
proxy-marriage  beyond  tlic  time  prefixed  ;  and  involved 
a  breach  of  contract  which  IMiilip  iminediat*'ly  took  ad- 
vantage of  to  poet|)Oue,  it  indefinitely.  I  say  **  t^»ok  ad- 
vantage/' bocjiuac  if  he  had  not  wisIilm:!  to  break  the 
raarriage  treat}-  olT  then^  was  notliing  whatever  to  pro- 
T6Ut  him  from  consenting  to  the  delay.  Hut  the  trudi 
waa  that  he  diil  wish  tu  break  it  off,  iknd  was  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  do  it  handsomely.  Even  when  he  in- 
tended and  desired  the  marriage,  be  never  intiaudcd  to 
i|uarrel  with  tlie  Emperor  alxml  the  Pnlarinat^i ;  and  yet 
he  had  used  language^  or  allowed  language  to  be  used, 
which  waa  undcratooil,  and  tneant  to  bo  understood,  aa  u 
pnimise  that  he  would  obl4iin  its  restitution.  And  since 
he  found  that  there  was  no  irhance  of  converting  the 
Prince,  lie  had  not  tk'sired  the  nuirriage  at  all :  and  yet 
he  had  pli*dg('<|  liiiusctf  to  coneiude  it.  The  postpone- 
ment uf  the  proxy  ceremony  Ht  the  instance  of  the  other 
1  Gardiner,  toL  !).»  p.  430. 
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party  beyond  tho  time  agreed  upon,  g:ive  him  an  Dppor- 

tuntiy  of  getting  rid  of  both  obligiitioim,  without  hiyiiij; 
Iiimnelf  o[Min  to  ii  chsirge  of  Imd  fnith ;  iukI  ho  did  not 
let  it  alip.  Upon  the  firet  intimation  that  the  ceremony 
must  be  p<«tp(>ned,  "tin*  temporary  gallery  nUm^  whiuh 
the  Infanta  wiis  to  biive  wulked  to  the  church  in  which 
the  ceremony  wits  to  lie  performed  was  dismantled  and 
removed.  Shft  h^rs^'lf  cwised  to  bt-  :Ldi!n>s3ed  i»y  the  title 
of  Princeas  of  Kiighuid.  The  iVince's  letters  were  no 
h>uger  allowed  to  reach  her.  Her  English  grammaca  and 
dictionaries  were  restored  to  tlio  shelf.  The  marriiigc 
wna  considered  Jia  indefinitely  postponed."*  AM  which 
was  natural  and  judioions,  if  the  Iving  of  Spain's  object 
waa  to  be  freed  from  the  engagement ;  but  not  other- 
\n»e.  For  what  would  have  been  lost  by  the  mere  post- 
ponement of  the  proxy- marriage,  except  the  days  during 
which  it  lasted?  The  parties  wtre  young  enough.  A 
few  weeks'  delay  wonhl  not  have  miidi*  leas  desirable  a 
marriage  which  was  othfrwise  to  be  desired. 

Regarded  as  a  mere  gam"  of  diplomacy  the  older  and 
more  experienced  phiyers  luid  the  best  of  it|  as  might 
have  been  expected.  From  the  time  that  the  Prince  and 
lJuckinghan»  arrived  in  Madrid,  the  King  lost  all  control 
over  iht^  negotiation  ;  he  cuuld  only  makt:  good  lla^ir  do- 
ings. Bristol  was  in  etlcct*  though  not  formally,  super- 
seded;  and  the  Prince  hiniself,  without  putting  himself 
under  anybmly's  guidance  or  giving  to  auyb  idy  his  full 
confidence,  appears  to  have  bocume  the  principal  actor. 
It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  niistikes  were  made  and 
advantages  given  and  opportunities  tlirown  away.  For- 
ium&tely  the  great  mistake  of  all  —  which  would  have 
been  the  coiicluuLon  of  the  match  without  any  of  the  goo<i 
it  promin^d — was  (however  nnlift!idsr>mely )  avoided. 
The  negotiation  was  at  an  end,  and  the  politicians  of  the 
time  Were  not  curious  to  cTiticise  the  manner  in  which 
t  Gardiner,  vol.  iU,  p  440. 
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tilt'  Olid  W118  brought  about.  They  wert'  coiitt'iit  to  V*- 
lipvf*  that  Spuin  hiul  brtMi  phiytng  false  aiui  liiul  bt<eu 
found  out.  Both  the  Prince  and  Bnokingham  W4Tp  n*- 
ceived  with  acvhiniatioMB,  tis  the  saviin-a  of  the  oouuLfj'. 
And  the  King  being  at  hist  fairly  Uulivered  from  the 
Spanish  alliancR,  having  uu  further  hope  to  compass  his 
t-ntls  by  negotiation,  and  being  prepared  to  Baiiction  war- 
like nieasiires.  cmild  iu>\v  (aa  it  seemed)  go  i\w.  aarne  way 
with  his  people,  and  connt  on  the  cordial  concarrence  and 
support  of  a  new  House  of  rornmons.  The  experienee 
of  the  last  H'Hise  IxMiig  available  for  the  next,  they  would 
know  not  only  whut  they  want)-*!  but  also  how  much  they 
mnst  be  prt'pan*fl  to  pay  for  it  (for  it  could  not  be  leas 
than  what  had  been  announcefl  as  necessary  in  162*2): 
and  there  seemed  to  be  no  dangnr  of  any  m  is  and  i»rs  bind- 
ing, provided  disputes  were  not  allowed  to  arise  about 
abstract  rights  and  constitutional  doctrine.  If  tlipir  right 
to  debate  quf^stions  of  pt-acu  and  war  were  diaputc'd,  there 
would  be  no  harmony.  Hut  that  danger  was  happily 
Bvoidt'i]  by  an  announeement  from  the  King  hiiusi'lf.  llmt 
the  principal  cause  of  bis  <mlliiig  this  T'urliarTient  w)w"for 
their  advic*?  whether  he  should  pr':K:oed  any  further  in  his 
troatifw  with  Spain  about  the  rnateh  for  the  Prino©  or  con- 
cerning tin*  restitution  of  the  Palatinate:"  that  IJucking- 
ham  would  explain  to  both  Houses  the  history  of  the 
negotiation  and  the  present  state  of  our  relations  with 
Spain,  and  they  were  to  consider  tuptr  totam  matcrhim 
what  was  best  to  be  done.  The  numt  patriotic  member 
could  Imrdly  extract  out  of  that  an  occasion  to  itisist  upon 
the  right  of  advising  without  invitation  or  permission. 

The  story  was  told  accordingly  on  the  24th  nf  Febru- 
ary :  and  with  a  view  to  the  debate  which  was  to  follow, 
|Bacon  (to  whom  the  turn  of  affairs  must  have  l>een  very 
welcome,  this  being  the  sort  of  aceident  which  hu  had 
long  lix)ked  forward  to  as  the  likeliejit  to  rectify  the  rehi- 
tions  between  the  King  and  people)  drew  up  a  sketeh  of 
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a  speoi'h,  ountiiiiung  tlie  ndvict;  wliirli  he  wiahp^l  tn  Us 
given  lo  tlie  Houae  of  CotDmoni»  on  this  occasion^  auil 
whioli  iTtight  have  been  spokeu  in  the  debate  on  tlie  \st 
of  March,  162^-24. 


SOTICS  OF  A  SPEECH  CONCEKNING  A  WAR  WITH  SrAIN. 

Thai  ye  conceive  there  will  be  little  dilTeroiUMj  in  opin- 
ion, but  Umt  nil  will  advise  ihv  King  nut  to  enturtiiiii 
further  a  tventy  wherein  he  hath  been  bo  mtiniCe^tly  and 
so  long  deluded. 

ThaiC  the  difficulty,  therefore^  will  be  in  the  conae- 
qfiei]0««  thereof.  For  to  the  brein-h  of  treaty  doth  neefw- 
aarily  Buoceetl  a  despair  of  recuvt-i-iiig  the  Palatinate  by 
treaty  ;  and  sn  the  busiuesti  falluth  u|>'iu  a  war.  And  to 
that  you  will  apply  your  speech  as  buiug  the  point  of  im- 
portance and  besides  must  agreeable  to  your  pn,>fe»sion 
and  place. 

To  a  war  (auch  as  may  promise  succeaa^  there  are 
three  things  required  :  a  just  Qiuvrrel,  sufficient  Forces 
and  IVovisions.  and  a  prudent  and  politic  choice  of  the 
Designs  nnd  Aotioiw  \vhei*eby  the  war  shall  be  managed. 

For  the  Quarrel.  There  cannot  be  a  more  jiiat  quarrel 
by  the  laws  botli  of  nature  luid  nations  than  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  ancient  patriuiony  of  thu  King's  ehlldivn 
gotten  from  them  by  an  usurping  swonl  and  an  insidious 
treaty. 

But  further,  that  the  war  well  considered  is  not  for 
the  Palatinate  otdy  but  for  England  and  Scotland.  F'vr 
if  we  stay  till  the  Low-Countrymen  Ira  ruined  and  the 
party  of  the  papists  witliin  tlte  realm  bo  grown  too 
strong,  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  are  at  the  stake. 

Neither  doth  it  concern  the  State  only  but  our  Church. 
Other  kings  papists  content  themsolvea  to  maintain  tln*ir 
religion  in  their  own  dominions.  But  the  king»  of  Spain 
run  u  course  to  make  themselves  pixiteiaitrs  of  the  l>oi>- 
ish  religion  even  amoagsfc  the  subjects  of  other  kingii. 
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Llniust  like  tlie  Oltoimina  lliat  [nofess  in  plant  tbiiluwoC 
lahoiuet  hy  the  Bword;  uixi  au  tlie  SpuniuiiU  do  ot  tln^ 
Pope's  Uuv.  Anil  therefore  if  either  the  King'a  blood  or 
Diir  own  blood  or  Christ's  bluud  be  dear  unto  us,  tlie 
quarrel  is  just,  and  to  be  embraced. 

For  tiie  point  of  sufficient  Kort'cs.  The  bulancing  of 
the  forces  uf  tlicav  kiugduius  and  their  aUies  with  Spain 
and  their  allies  yuu  know  to  be  a  matter  uf  great  and 
weighty  cons id^rat ion.  -  Hub  yot  to  weigh  thorn  in  a  com- 
mon  umlei-st:inding,  for  your  part  you  arc  of  opinion  that 
Spain  is  no  micU  giant  ;  or  if  he  be  a  giant,  it  will  be  but 
like  Uoliali  and  David  ;  for  God  will  be  on  our  side. 

But  tu  leave  these  upirilmil  conside  rat  ions,  you  do  not 
see  in  true  disconi^e  of  Slate  aud  War  that  we  ought  tu 
doubt  to  be  overmatched.  To  this  opinion  you  are  led 
by  two  things  which  lead  all  men  ;  by  Expcricnco  and 
by  Rcasou. 

For  Ex[>ei-ieuce.  You  do  not  find  that  for  this  age 
(take  it  for  100  years),  there  waa  ever  any  encounter  bo 
twcen  Spanisli  and  ICnglish  uf  importaui>e  eitlicr  by  sea 
or  land  but  the  English  cauiu  off  with  the  honor;  wit- 
ness the  Lammas  day»  the  retreat  of  Gaunt*  the  bi^ttle  of 
NewjKtrt,  and  some  otiiers.  13ut  there  have  been  some 
actions  both  by  sea  and  land  so  memorable  as  scarce  suf- 
fer the  lesM  t(»  be  spoken  of.  Ity  sen,  that  ol  etghty-eight, 
when  the  Spaniards  putting  themselves  most  upon  their 
stirrups  sent  forth  that  invincible  Armada  which  should 
have  swalloweil  np  England  quick.  The  success  whereof 
was,  that  aUliough  tliiit  licet  swum  like  mountains  upon 
our  sciis  yvt  they  did  not  so  tnuch  as  tiike  a  cock-boat  of 
ours  at  sea  nor  Kre  a  erttttigo  at  land,  but  came  through 
our  channel  and  were  driven  as  Sir  Walter  Kulegh  says 
by  squibs  (iire-boata  he  means)  from  Calais,  and  were 
soundly  beaten  by  our  ships  in  fighU  and  many  uf  them 
sunk,  and  finally  durst  not  return  tlie  way  they  uuue,  but 
made  a  scsittered  pemmbnlation  full  of  sliipwrccks  by  the 
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Irish  and  Scottish  sejia  to  get  home  again  ;  just  according 
to  the  curse  of  the  Scripture,  that  they  came  out  :ig:vinst 
us  one  way  and  fled  before  us  seven  ways.  By  land,  who 
can  forget  t!ie  two  voyages  made  upon  the  continent  itself 
of  Spain  ;  that  of  Lisbon  and  that  of  Cales.  When  in 
the  former  we  knocked  at  the  gates  of  the  greatest  city 
either  of  Spain  or  Portugal  and  came  off  without  seeing 
an  enemy  to  look  upon  us  in  the  face.  And  though  we 
failed  in  our  foundation  (for  that  Antonio  whom  we 
thought  to  replace  in  his  kingdom  found  no  party  at  all), 
yet  it  was  a  true  trial  of  the  gentleness  of  Spain,  which 
suffered  us  to  go  and  come  without  any  dispute.  And 
for  the  latter,  of  Cales,  it  ended  in  victory  ;  we  ravished 
a  principal  city  of  wealth  and  strength  in  the  high  coun- 
ti'ies,  sacked  it,  fired  the  Indian  fleet  that  was  in  the  port, 
and  came  home  in  triumph  ;  and  yet  to  this  day  were 
never  put  in  suit  for  it,  nor  demanded  reason  for  our  do- 
ings. You  ought  not  to  forget  the  battle  of  Kinsiile  in 
Ireland,  what  time  the  Spanish  forces  were  joined  with 
the  Irish  (good  soldiers  as  themselves  or  better)  and  ex- 
ceeded us  far  in  number,  and  yet  tht?y  were  soon  defeated, 
and  their  general  D'Aviht  taken  prisoner,  and  that  war 
by  that  battle  quenched  and  ended. 

And  it  is  worthy  to  be  noted  how  much  our  power  in 
those  days  was  inferior  to  our  present  state.  Tiien :  a 
lady;  old;  and  owner  only  of  England;  intangled  witii 
the  revolt  of  Ireland,  and  her  confederates  of  Holland 
much  weaker  and  in  no  conjuncture.  Now:  a  famous 
King  and  strengthened  with  a  Prince  of  singular  expecta- 
tion, and  in  the  prime  of  his  years  ;  owner  of  the  entire 
isle  of  Britain  ;  enjoying  Ireland  populate  and  quiet, 
and  infinitely  more  supported  by  confederates  of  the  Low 
Countries,  Denmark,  divers  of  the  princes  of  Germany, 
and  others.  As  for  the  comparison  of  Spain  as  it  was 
then  and  as  it  is  now  yon  will  for  good  respects  forbear 
to  speak.     Only  you  will  say  this,  that  Spain  was  then 
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reputed  to  have  the  wisest  counsel  of  Earupe^  and  uot  a 
cotinael  tlint  would  come  at  the  whistV  of  a  favorite. 

Another  puiut  of  experienoe  you  wouhl  not  speak  of,  if 
it  were  not  that  there  is  a  wonderful  erroneous  obeervap 
tion  walketh  about  contrary  to  all  the  true  account  of 
time ;  and  it  is,  That  the  Spaniard  where  he  once  gets 
in  will  seldom  or  never  be  got  out  again  (and  they  give 
it  an  ill-favored  eimile  which  you  will  not  name).  But 
nothing  is  less  true.  They  got  footing  at  Brest  and 
some  other  |»irta  iu  Britaioe,  and  quitted  it.  They  had 
Calais,  Ardes,  Amiens,  and  wore  part  beaten  out  and 
part  they  rendered.  They  hitd  Veroellea  in  Savoy,  and 
fairly  left  it.  Thoy  had  the  other  day  the  Valtoline, 
and  now  have  put  it  in  deposit.  What  they  will  do  at 
Ormus  we  ahall  see.  So  that,  to  apeak  truly,  of  later 
times  they  have  rather  poached  and  offered  at  a  number 
of  enterpriser  than  maintained  any  constantly.  And  for 
Germany  in  more  ancient  Lime,  their  great  emperor 
Charles,  after  he  had  Germany  ulmost  in  hia  fist,  was 
forced  in  the  end  to  go  from  Isburg  as  it  were  in  a  mask 
by  toroh-ligbt,  and  to  quifeie  very  foot  of  his  new  acquests 
in  Germany :  which  you  hope  likewise  will  be  the  heredi- 
tary issue  of  thiA  late  purchaHe  of  tlie  Pabitinate.  And 
thus  much  for  Experience. 

For  Reason.  It  bath  many  branohoB ;  you  will  but  ex- 
tract a  few. 

First ;  It  is  a  nation  thin  sown  of  men,  partly  by  rea- 
son of  the  sterility  of  their  soil ;  and  partly  because  tlitut* 
natives  are  exhaust  by  ao  many  employments  in  such  vast 
territories  as  they  possess.  So  that  it  hatli  been  counted 
a  kind  of  miracle  to  sec  together  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
native  Spaniards  in  an  army.  And  idthough  they  have 
ttt  this  time  great  numbers  of  miscellany  soldiers  in  their 
armies  and  yarrison.s  yet  if  there  should  be  the  misfor- 
tune of  a  battle  they  ore  ever  long  about  it  to  draw  on 
•Qpplies.     They  tell  a  tale  of  a  Spojiisb  ambassador  that 
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was  brought  to  see  the  trcnsury  of  St.  Mark  At  Venice, ! 
and  stin  he  look(*d  down  to  the  ground  ;  and  being  asked] 
the  reason,  suid  he  was  looking  to  B^a  wUetlier  the  tTea»>l 
lira  had  any  root,  so  that  it  that  were  spent  it  would 
grow  again,  as  his  master's  had.     But  howsoever  it  be 
o£  their  treasure,  certainly  their  forces  have  sciivcely  any 
or  at  least  such  a  root  as  putteth  forth  very  poorly  and 
poot^  slowly ;  whereas  there  is  not  in  the  world  again  such 
a  spring  and  seminary  of  military  people  as  in  Eiighmd, 
Scotliiod,  and  Ireland ;  nor  of  seamen  as  is  this  island  and 
the  Low  Countries.     So  as  if  the  wars  should  mow  them 
down,  yet  they  suddenly  may  be  supplied  and  come  up 
again. 

A  second  reason  is  (;Lnd  it  is  the  principal)  that  if  we 
truly  consider  the  greatness  of  Spain  it  consisteth  chiefly 
in  their  treasure,  and  their  treasure  in  their  Indies,  and 
taeir  Indies  (both  of  them)  is  but  an  accession  to  such 

are  masters  by  sea.  So  as  thift  axle-tree  whereupon 
their  greatness  turus  is  soon  cut  a-two  by  any  that  shall 
be  stronger  than  they  at  sea.  So  then  you  report  your- 
self to  their  opinions  and  the  opinions  of  all  men,  ene- 
mies or  whosoever ;  whether  that  the  maritime  forces  of 
Britain  and  the  Low  Countries  are  not  able  to  beat 
them  at  sea.  For  if  that  be,  you  see  the  chain  is  broken, 
from  shipping  to  Indiea,  from  Indies  to  treasure,  and 
from  tre:i8ure  to  greatness. 

The  third  reason  (which  hath  some  affinity  with  this 
second)  is  a  point  comfortable  to  hear  in  the  state  that 
we  now  are.  Wars  are  generally  causes  of  poverty  and 
consumption.  The  nattire  of  this  war,  you  are  persuaded, 
iril]  be  matter  of  restorative  and  enriching.  So  that,  if 
we  go  roundly  on  with  supplies  and  provisions  at  the 
first,  the  war  in  continuance  will  find  itself.  That  you 
do  but  point  at  this  and  will  not  enlarge  it. 

Lastly,  That  it  is  not  a  little  to  be  considered  that  the 
greatness  of  Spain  is  not  only  distracted  extremely  and 
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therefore  of  less  force ;  but  biult  upon  no  very  sound 
foundntious ;  and  therefoi*c  they  can  hiive  the  lean  alrongth 
by  any  assured  and  confident  confi^denitea.  With  Fmnre 
they  are  in  competition  for  Navarre,  Milan,  Naples,  and 
the  Franche  County  of  Burgundy.  With  the  see  of  Rome, 
for  Naples  also.  For  Portugal,  with  the  right  heirs  of 
that  line.  For  that  they  have  in  their  Low  Countries, 
with  the  United  Provinces.  For  Orinus  (now)  with 
Persia.  For  Valencia  with  the  Moors  expiilscd  and  their 
snfederates.  For  the  Erist  and  West  Indies  with  all  the^ 
"World.  So  that  if  every  bird  had  his  feather  Spain  would 
be  left  wonderful  naked.  But  yet  there  is  a  greater  con- 
federation against  theui  than  by  ineaus  of  auy  of  these 
quiirrels  or  titles ;  and  that  is  contracted  by  the  fear  that 
almost  all  nations  hare  of  their  ambition,  whereof  men  see 
no  end.  And  thus  much  for  the  balancing  of  their  Forces. 
For  the  last  point,  which  is  the  choice  of  the  Designs 
and  Enterprises,  in  which  to  conduct  the  war,  you  will 
not  now  speak.  Because  you  should  be  forced  to  descend 
to  divers  particulars  whereof  some  are  of  a  more  open 
and  some  of  a  more  secret  natui'e.  But  that  yon  would 
move  tlie  House  to  maUe  a  selected  committee  for  that 
purpose.  Not  to  estrange  the  House  in  any  sort,  but  to 
prepare  things  for  thera,  giving  tlieni  power  and  oonimis- 
sioD  to  Ciill  before  them  and  to  confer  with  :iny  martial 
men  or  others  that  are  not  of  the  House  that  they  shall 
think  Bt,  for  their  advice  and  information.  And  so  to 
give  an  account  of  the  business  to  a  genei'al  committee 
of  tlie  whole  House. 


Thc*«e  notes  are  described  by  Robert  Stephens,  who 
first  piinted  them,  as  **  htntds  for  a  speech  in  Parliament 
to  be  made  by  Sir  Edward  Sackville,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Dorset.'*  If  so,  they  cannot  have  been  U8C<:I ;  for  his 
name  is  nowhere  mentioned  either  in  the  list  of  members 
of  this  Parliament  or  in  the  journals.     It  may  be,  how- 
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ever,  that  he  hmt  intended  to  standi  and  been  preven 
by  the  state  of  hi&  brother's  health,  who  died  on  the  28th' 
of  March,  lenving  him  beii*  to  the  Earldom ;  and  bo  th 
noc«s  may  have  been  drawn  up  as  a  memorial  of  whai 
Riicnn  wished  him  to  say,  though  he  had  not  the  oppo: 
tunity  of  naying  it. 

The  iKSue  of  the  debate  for  whirii  the  speech  was  in- 
tended— a  debate  correapondiog  to  what  we  should  uo>^ 
call  the  debate  on  the  address  —  was  satisfactory  enough. 
The  Commons  were  all  eager  to  adrise  Uie  King  to  pro- 
ceed  no  further  with  either  treaty.      And  though   the 
King — partly  from  the  irresolution  of  uge  and  growii^_ 
infirmity,  partly  from  unreadiness  to  embrace  an  action  I 
6o  foreign  to  all  liis  tastes  and  habits  and  for  which  he 
had  no  heart*  and  partly  from  a  not  unreasonable  caa-  ^— 
tion  which  former  trials  had  taught  him  —  was  shy  of  ■ 
committing  himself  to  a  war  without  being  sure  of  means 
to  carry  it  on,  and  stood  upon  oondittons  to  which  the 
Commons  on  their  part  were  shy  of  yielding ;  he  was 
induced  at  last,  upon  a  vote  of  three  subsidies  and  three 
fifteenths  payable  within  ouo  year  from  the  day  when 
the  treaties  should  be  declared  at  an  end,  to  moke  the 
retpisito  decUrution.     The  announcement  of  which  was 
followed  by  Ironfires  and  rejoicings,  which  the  King  dis- 
approved, as  being  a  triumph  before  a  victory,  but  with 
which  Bacon  sympathized  so  heartily  that  he  is  siiid  to 
have  contributed  on  his  own  account  four  dozen  faguta 
u.nd  twelve  gallons  of  wine. 

Bacon*s  personal  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Span- 
ish alliance  may  bo  best  inferred  from  his  "  Short  View 
to  be  taken  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,"  printed  in  the 
first  chapter  of  this  Book.'  It  wiis  an  opinion  upon 
which  he  had  never  till  now  been  able  to  urge  action, 
even  as  a  Councillor;  for  since  be  was  in  a  position  to 
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offer  adrioe  there  had  never  till  now  been  a  time  when 
existing  engagements  did  not  interfere,  and  make  sucU 
action  impracticable  or  unjiiatifiable.  The  deoluratian 
that  the  trt-aties  were  at  an  end  cleared  the  field  at  last, 
and  left  the  course  open  for  a  more  popular  policy  :  and 
hence  no  doubt  bis  sympathy  with  the  manifestations  of 
public  satisfaction. 

Bnt  this  was  only  the  clearing  of  the  board  for  a  new 
game.  The  debates  in  the  Commons,  wliich  showed  so 
much  engorncss  to  begin  it^  contained  no  evidence  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  conditions,  or  how  it  was  to  be  played. 
A  war  of  some  kind  it  was  to  be  :  but  of  what  kind,  and 
for  what  object,  and  on  what  ground,  were  questions  ou 
which  opinions  differed.  If  it  was  to  be  an  offensive 
war  /or  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate^  as  was  generally 
supposed,  —  (the  only  offensive  war  for  which  there  was 
any  color), — they  knew  bow  many  subsidies  it  would  re- 
quire. In  Februar}',  irt20-21,  the  last  Honsft,  had  been 
(officially  ioforraed  by  the  Secretary  of  Stat^  that  an  army 
lufticient  for  the  recovery  of  tlie  Palatinase  could  not  be 
lent  out  and  kept  in  a  state  of  etticiency  for  less  than 
£500,000  a  year:  and  in  the  following  Nuvymb«r,  wheti 
upon  the  failure  of  the  negotiations  the  state  of  things 
was  explained  to  them  by  I^igby,  they  wore  told  Uiat 
the  force  ix^uired  for  the  work  they  wanted  w<mld  eo»t 
jC900,000  ;  an  estimate  agre4.>ing  much  more  nearly  with 
the  detuled  cidculatlons  of  the  Council  of  War,  and  there- 
fore presumably  uuich  nearer  the  truth.  But  however 
that  might  be,  it  was  the  hist  offioial  information  upon 
the  Bubje<'t  which  they  had  received  from  thnso  who 
had  the  means  of  knowing.     Now  Xl>nO,000  was  more 

an  seven  subsidies  and  fourteen  fifteenths  would  yield. 

tid  yet  now,  when  in  answer  to  their  request  for  the 
issolution  of  the  treaties  and  their  promise  of  support 

in  a  Parliamentary  vray,"  the  King  told  thorn  that  tlm 

pport  of  n  war  with  Spain  would  rrtjuiro  A  grant  of  six 
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subsidiea  and  twelve  fifteenths,  they  were  quitti  nnpr 
pared  for  such  a  demand :  and  tuwards  tlie  close  of  a  Ioj: 
debate  upon  the  answer  to  be  given,  Cuke  himself  - 
Hftt^r  remarking  that  this  would  "  come  to  £900,000 
(the  exiict  Sgure,  by  the  way,  at  wliich  Dighy  had  set 
in  November,  lOil),  which  was  more,  be  said,  thao  a 
Engbind  conld  supply  —  proposed  to  bring  the  cost  witl 
iu  the  limits  of  "cunvenii-ncy,"  not  by  reducing  the  sea 
or  altering  the  plan  and  aim  of  the  expected  war  (fi 
the  recovery  of  the  Patutiuuto  was,  by  him  at  leuat,  e: 
pressly  included  in  the  work  to  be  done),  but  suuplyj 
postponing  the  pruvisiun  fur  two  thirds  of  it. 

"  Di^-tde  this  Bum  into  three  parU.  £300.000  for  the 
ent.  ...  So  many  subsidiea  as  shall  aiooutit  to  £300,000. 
By  ibis  means  we  shall  get  eaoogh  to  serve  for  the  prcseut 

He  meant,  T  presume,  that  they  woold  provide  for' 
other  two  thirds  when  they  were  wanted.  But  wh 
could  siiy  what,  or  on  what  conditions,  they  would  h 
disposed  to  provide  wbeu  they  next  uiet?  For  the  n 
covery  of  the  Palatinate  does  not  appear  to  have  be^ 
thought  an  object  of  such  prime  importance  by  the 
bors  of  the  House  as  it  was  in  the  country  and  by  I 
government.  There  were  those  among  them  who 
not  consider  it  either  as  the  special  aim  or  as  a  necc 
part  of  the  proposed  war.  With  some  of  them  the  bra 
with  Spain  and  alliance  with  the  Unit4:d  Provinces 
enough  in  itsdf;  and,  as  in  tl>at  case  it  would  only^ 
necessary  to  put  England  into  a  state  of  defense,  th 
£300,000  might  l)e  thought  by  them  to  be  sufficient  nc 
only  for  the  present,  but  altogether.  Of  genend  promise 
that  tliey  would  ou  some  future  occasion  phico  all  the 
had  at  the  disposal  ot  the  government,  tliu  governmen 
had  had  eimugli  from  the  last  House.  And  in  this  oaa 
there  were  particular  indications  to  suggest  caution.  W 
do  not  know  what  was  said  in  the  committee  of  the  who! 
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House  to  which  the  quustiou  wua  referred.  But  we  knotr 
the  result  of  tJie  dchale,  luid  that  the  moUou  cumo  out 
with  a  signiiicant  amendment.  Cokes  jiroposition  was 
to  give  jCaOO.OOO  •*  for  the  present,"  spocifyiog  that  it 
was  for  five  things:  1.  The  securing  of  Ireland.  2.  The 
defense  of  our  own  coasts.  3.  Preparation  of  our  navy. 
4.  To  join  with  the  Low  Countries  and  assist  them. 
6.  Thd  recovery  of  the  PalatinaU.  "  These  tilings  the 
work  :  to  specify  our  gifts  to  be  for  these."  The  resolu- 
tion of  the  Committee  was  to  grunt  *'  for  the  present, 
towards  the  support  of  the  war  whioli  was  likely  to  ensue, 
and  more  particularly  those  four  {K>inUi  proposed  by  his 
Majesty,  namely,  the  defense  of  this  realm,  the  secur* 
ing  of  Ireland,  the  tissiatitnce  uf  our  neighbors  the  States 
of  the  LJnit4.*d  Provinces  and  other  his  Majesty's  friends 
od  allies,  and  the  setting  out  of  his  Majesty's  royal 
riavy  "  (the  fiftli  jjoint  —  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate 
—  being  entirely  omitted),  "  three  subsidies  and  three 
fifteens,  to  he  levied  in  such  manner,"  etc.  Nor  was  the 
omission  undesigned.  Ilow  f:ir  it  expressed  the  sense  of 
a  majority  of  tlie  House  wo  cannot  tell.  It  may  have 
been  suggested  by  some  more  acute  member,  who  per- 
ceiving the  incongruity  of  providiiig  X300,000  fur  a  ser- 
vice which  they  were  told  would  require  XOOO.OOO,  moved 
the  omission  of  the  words  which  made  it  conspicuous;  and 
the  House  may  have  agreed,  without  meaning  to  abandon 
the  Palatinate.  Hut  it  had  its  iftTect :  and  it  was  up* 
pealed  to  the  next  year  as  a  proof  that  the  House  waa 
not  bimnd  to  contribute  anything  more  on  that  account. 
In  a  debate  in  the  Oxford  Parliament  (5  August,  1025)> 
Mr.  A  Ifurd  gave  it  as  his  opinion  ^  that  they  were  not 
engaged  to  give  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate  ;  for 
when  it  was  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  as  it  was  first 
framed,  it  was  strucken  out  by  order  of  the  House,  as  a 
thing  unfit  to  ungiige  the  House  for  the  recovery  of  the 
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PaUtinate :  and  if  possible,  yet  not  without  great  chai 
anil  dilficulty." 

However  that  may  have  been,  ona  thing  is  e> 
that  there  wus  no  clear  geucnil  understanding  as 
mituro  and  objects  of  the  war  on  which  they  were 
ing;  and  that  however  the  government  conducted  it,  i 
would  be  in  danger  of  meeting  with  contrary  currei 
of  opinion  which  might  leave  them  short  of  suppUoi 
some  critical  conjuncture.  Tlie  Pziisce  said  that  *♦  tl 
King's  sword  was  a  long  one;  when  it  was  once  out 
would  not  easily  go  in  again."  But  he  could  not  hu* 
said  tliat  his  purse  was  a  lung  one,  or  that  when  war  vn 
once  declared  the  sinews  of  it  might  not  easily  fail.  Tl 
danger  was  that  —  the  practical  control  of  affairs  beb 
now  in  the  hands  of  young  and  inexperienced  men  wl 
were  eager  to  begin  and  saw  no  difficulties  (for  the  KiiJ 
though  retaining  his  judgment^  had  lost  his  authority^ - 
they  would  rush  blindly  into  the  enterprise  without  pau 
ing  to  consider  what  was  to  be  dono,  or  what  conditioi 
were  necessary  to  make  it  successful.  And  it  was  prol 
ably  from  observing  or  apprehending  this  that  Bacoi 
whose  '*  notes  for  a  speech  '*  seemed  to  have  been  aim€ 
rather  to  meet  objections  drawn  from  tlie  danger  an 
diificulty  of  the  nudertakingf  was  induced  to  take  thei 
in  hand  again ;  and,  laying  his  other  studies  by  for  th 
time,  to  enlarge  them  into  u  full  discusalou  of  the  whd 
question,  and  present  it  to  the  Prince.  ■ 

Tbe  two  first  divisions  of  this  treatise  were  printtifl 
a  separate  pamphlet  in  162U  —  a  "  corrupt  and  surropt 
tiouB  edition/*  according  to  Dr.  Rawley ;  and  again  Ui 
same  ye:ir  by  Rawley  himself,  in  the  volume  entitle 
"  Certain  Miscellany  Works  of  the  Right  lionoi*aW 
Fmnois  Lo.  Verulnm  Yisoount  S.  Alban."  But  M 
third,  which  related  to  ^'  tho  choice  of  designs  and  enfl 
prises,"  being,  for  obvious  reasons,  unht  to  be  rua<lc  put 
lie  at  that  time,  was  omitted,  and  has  never  appeared  i 
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print.  Among  the  Harleinn  MSS.  in  the  Britialt  Mu- 
seum, however,  there  is  a  copy  of  the  entire  treatise,  in- 
cluHing  the  last  diviaion. 

Tliis  was  Kacon's  laat  contribution  to  the  political  busi- 
nees  of  his  day.  I  do  cot  know  whetlier  any  use  was 
mode  of  it.  But  I  fancy  thnt  the  chance  had  been  post- 
poned too  long  and  camo  ton  late ;  and  that  the  domeBtia 
condition  of  the  country  would  have  made  it  impossible 
at  that  time  to  carry  out  such  un  enterprise  successfully. 
A  war  like  this  could  not  be  entered  upon  without  money. 
Money  could  not  be  had  witliout  the  concurrence  of  the 
Uouso  of  Commons.  The  Coniuions  would  not  grant 
money  for  a  war  without  security  that  it  would  be  car- 
ried on  in  the  way  they  approved.  If  they  had  been 
qu&litied  themselves  to  assume  the  control  of  military 
operations,  the  King  might,  no  doubt  (by  anticipating 
one  or  two  revolutiuus),  have  made  it  over  to  thetu,  and 
then  there  would  have  been  no  dltlieulty  about  the  money. 
But  war  was  a  business  nf  which  they  had  few  professors 
among  them,  and  of  whii^li  indeed  iboy  knew  so  little  that 
they  were  not  yet  aware  how  much  they  needed  tlie  help 
of  those  who  knew  more.  Bacon,  as  wu  have  seen,  would 
have  had  them  recommended  to  advise  the  renuneiat'tun 
of  tlie  treaties,  and  then  (seeing  that  if  the  Palatinate 
was  to  be  recovered  at  all  it  must  be  by  a  war)  to  ap- 
point a  select  committee  with  power  *'  to  confer  with  any 
martial  men  or  others,  that  were  not  of  the  Houw!,  for 
their  advice  and  information;"  and  to  hear  their  report 
before  they  proceeded  further.  Through  such  jk  select 
oommittt-*«  they  might  have  learned  what  force  would  be 
required,  and  what  expense  it  would  involve;  and  then 
tliey  would  liave  been  in  a  condition  to  consider  whetiier 
they  could  lind  the  money  for  it.  But  the  nucfsaity  of 
sucli  a  select  committee,  and  of  taking  the  opinions  of 
"  martial  men  that  were  not  of  the  House,"  does  not  a|> 
pear  to  have  occurred  to  them.    After  debating  the  ques- 
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tion  among  themselves  in  committee  of  the  whole  Houi 
they  resolved,  at  the  suggestion  of  an  old  lawyer  cramm 
with  precedents  from  the  wars  of  the  Plantagenets, 
grant  ^*  enough  for  the  present ;  "  that  is  to  say,  enouj 
to  enable  the  government  to  beffin  a  war;  what  w 
"  enough  *'  being  a  third  part  of  what  they  understot 
would  be  wanted  to  carry  it  through  ;  and  their  reast 
for  granting  no  more  at  present  being  an  apprehensi< 
that  the  country  could  not  at  present  afford  more.  No 
to  send  an  army  into  the  heart  of  Europe  with  only 
third  part  in  hand  of  the  money  which  would  be  require 
to  raise,  equip,  transport,  and  keep  it  efficient,  and  i 
better  security  for  the  rest  than  a  hope  that  the  sau 
House  would  tind  the  country  able  to  afford  it  at  the  ei: 
of  another  half-year,  —  and  that  too  for  an  object  whic 
was  losing  its  value  in  their  eyes  so  rapidly  that  thoug 
only  three  years  ago  they  thought  it  worth  all  they  hat 
they  did  not  now  think  it  worth  mentioning,^  —  woul 
have  been  to  court  dissister ;  and  therefore  the  King 
most  prudent  course  would  have  been  to  confine  himse 
"for  the  present"  to  the  objects  indicated  in  the  prean 
ble  of  the  grant  —  namely,  the  strengthening  of  Englan 
and  Ireland  for  defense,  the  preparation  of  the  navy  ft 
action,  and  the  assistance  of  the  United  Provinces  —  an 

1  Compare  the  two  following  extracts  from  the  debates.  June  4, 1621.  **  Tl 
Commons  in  Parliament  a.sAembIcd,  taking  into  consideration  the  present  esta 
of  the  Kinfi'H  children  abroad,  and  the  afflicted  estate  of  the  true  professors 
the  same  Christian  religion  professed  by  the  Church  of  England  and  oth 
fureipi  parts  ....  with  one  heart  and  voice  do  Aolemnty  protest  that  if  h 
Majesty's  pious  endea%-ora  by  treaty  to  procure  their  peace  and  f>afely  slu 
not  take  that  good  effect  he  desireth  ....  that  then  upon  the  Kignilication 
hJH  pleaBure  in  Parliament  they  s/iall  be  ready  to  the  uttermost  o/  their  powe 
both  tcitk  their  Urr$  and  fortunet  to  auiat  him,  to  as  ....  he  may  be  able  to  i 
that  by  his  sword  which  by  peaceable  courses  nhail  not  be  effected."  — Pi-oc.  at 
Dtbntrs.  Aug.  D,  IG'i.'i.  "Mr.  Alfonl.  He  huldutli  we  arc  not  engaged 
give  for  the  recovery  of  the  Halatinale;  for  when  it  wan  in  the  Act  of  Parii 
ment  an  it  was  first  penned,  it  wa*  strucken  out  by  order  of  the  House,  as 
thing  unfit  to  engage  the  House  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate;  and,  if  po 
nibie,  not  without  great  charge  and  difficulty."  —  CommotW  Debates^  16S 
p.  135. 
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to  leavo  **  the  estate  of  liis  obildren  abroad  '*  tut  it  was, 
until  means  eliould  be  provided  sufiicient  tu  ivdecm  it. 
But  it  WU8  natural  for  the  Priuee,  in  llic  Husli  of  liis  new 
popularity,  aud  with  bis  mind  wholly  bent  U[K>n  the  re- 
covery of  his  siBter's  inhcritane*.%  to  take  a  inoit»  sanguine 
view  o(  tho  temper  of  the  Cuinmons  who  had  formerly 
aliowD  tboinsetvGs  so  eager  in  the  quarrel,  and  to  urge 
present  action  ;  not  doubting  that  if  tho  sword  were  once 
out  of  the  scabbard  the  rest  would  follow.  The  King  him- 
selff  too,  whose  only  pretense  for  deciuring  war  agiunst 
Spain  was  her  treatment  of  tho  Palatinate,  did  not  like 
to  throw  it  over  altogether.  But  since  tho  cost  of  u 
*' conquering  army/'  upon  the  scale  and  plan  proposed 
three  yeurs  before,  could  not  be  brought  btdow  X700,000 
•A  year,  he  was  obliged  to  content  himself  with  auppljHng 
a  contingent  to  a  miscellaneous  army  under  Count  Mans- 
foldt  and  strengthening  and  encouraging  his  continental 
allies  with  men  and  money. 

MauEsfeldt's  army  was  ti>  have  aimed  dji*eetly  at  the  re- 
oonquest  of  the  Palatinate.  But  between  bad  luck  and 
bad  management  it  proved  u  complete  failure  and  did 
nothing.  A  result  doubly  unfortutiate  ;  for  besides  miss- 
ing ltd  object,  it  made  the  Commons  more  diBineUned 
than  before  to  trust  the  govorntnont  with  means  sufiTi- 
cient  for  a  moi*«  Buccesaful  attt-mpt.  And  the  effect  wiim 
Been  a  few  months  after  in  the  next  Parliament ;  when 
the  first  appeal  of  the  new  King  for  **  such  supply  ns  the 
greatness  of  the  work  and  variety  of  provisiuii  did  re- 
quire," in  a  war  which  he  had  earned  their  extravagant 
applause  by  helping  tlium  to  bring  about,  met  with  a  re- 
ception which  pUiinly  showed  that  the  hot  fit  of  their 
war-fever  hw\  alreiidy  given  place  to  the  cold.  The  new 
House  which  met  at  Westminster  in  Junv,  1625,  though 
[ipoflod  mostly   of  the  same  men   and   guided  by  Mm* 

Bi«  leaders  as  the  last,  knew  nothing  about  the  Puhitt- 
nate,  and  acknowledged  no  engagement  to  grant  further 
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supplies.  "The  promises  and  declarations  of  tiie  t] 
Pai'liamHiit,"  Ibey  said,  "  were  in  respect  of  a  war."  Wh 
war?  "They  knew  yet  of  no  war,  nor  of  any  eneraj 
WUab  need,  tbeu^  for  more  Uian  two  subaldios?  Did  r 
Queen  Elizabetb^  witb  leas  supplies  *■"  defend  herself,  c< 
snme  Spain,  assist  the  Low  Countries,  relieve  FraD<i 
preserve  Ireland  ?  "  "  They  diminished  the  King,  w 
thnoght  money  could  give  him  reputation.  Tlio  hem 
of  bis  subjects  were  bis  greatest  honor  and  repul 
tion."  And  this  was  to  be  the  demonstration  of  tbi 
hearts. 

Now,  in  case  of  a  really  popular  war — a  war  for  \ 
object  ii][xin  which  the  mind  of  the  people  is  serious 
bent  —  it  has  always  been  usual  in  England  for  a  disast 
at  the   beginning  to  be  followed  by  a  more  determini 
and  vigorous  effort  to  retrieve  it.     We  are  all  very  an^ 
with  those  in  whose  bands  the  first  attempt  fails,  ai 
often  very  orael  and  unjust  to  them.     But  we  ney 
think  of  resting  there  and  accepting  the  defeat. 
cODoeivable  that  the  high-cuuraged  leaders  of  the  oonij 
party  in  Charleses  first  Parliament  would  liave  re 
the  loss  of  10,000  men  in  an  lll-oonduotixl  expeditic 
a  reason  for  giving  up  the  object  of  that  expeditic 
they  really  cared  for  it?     Yet  the  offer  of  two  sabst 
at  such  a  time,  as  being  all  that  the  King  could  waul 
what  could  it  mean  but  that  they  meant  the  enterj 
to  be  abandoned  ?     The  motion,  though  it  surprised 
government,  caused  no  dtsappuintmont  in  the  House. 
was  so  well  in   accord  with  the  general  feeling  that 
was  accepted  without  any  opposition  and  with  scarce 
any  debate :  for  when  "  divers  courtiers,"  who  had  ni 
expected  that  business  was  to  come  on  that  day,  arriv* 
late,  "  though  they  were  provided  to  have  spoken  an 
meant  to  have  urged  for  a  lai"ger  proportion,  yot  not  !    , 
iug  how  the  debate  had  passed,  and  seeing  no  lik 
of  prevailing,  they  held  their  peace.'*     If  the  House  Uji 
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^M  insiatod  aa  a  conditioD  of  granting  mooey  for  tbe  war 
^M  that  wnr  shotiUl  be  forthwith  declared  ;  or  that  it  should 
^H  be  couducted  in  some  partieulur  way,  ur  dtreclod  to  suuie 
^M  particuUr  eud^  and  upon  that  condition  had  offered  an 
^m  adequate  supply  ;  or  if  thoy  hud  themselves  undertaken 
^H  to  criticise  the  estimates  and  show  that  leas  would  be 
^m  enough;  their  course  might  be  explained  without  sup- 
i^  posing  that  they  had  ceased  to  care  for  the  object  of  tbe 
I  war.     But  there  is  no  trace  in  any  of  these  debutes  of  an 

^B  attempt  to  criticise  the  plan  of  action,  or  to  suggest  a 
^^  better,  or  to  show  that  it  need  not  costsojnuch.  The 
government  estimates  had  been  framed  upon  cai'eful  cal- 
culations of  all  the  items  that  would  be  wanted  and  all 
»that  each  would  cost.  The  Commons  knew  what  they 
were,  and  they  had  nothing  better  to  oppose  to  them  than 
vague  stories  of  what  had  been  done  in  old  times  by  Plao- 
tagenets  and  Tudors;  as  if  because  the  furniture  of  war 
I  coet  loss  formerly  than  it  did  then,  it  could  be  obtained 

^m     then  for  less  than  its  cost.     What  the  estimated  cost  was 
^"      no  member  knew  better  than  Sir  Edward  Coke,  nor  was 
any  member  more  decided  in  his  opiiiiuu  that  more  than 
two  subsidies  could  not  now  be  wanted.     And  bow  did 

I  he  make  it  out?  The  estimate  (which  he  summed  up 
himsAlf  and  did  not  dispute)  was  X  900,000.  Of  this  the 
last  House  had  gi-auted  one  third  ;  at  the  same  time,  if 
not  engaging  itself,  at  least  intimating  an  intention  which 
was  meant  to  be  relied  and  acted  upon^  to  supply  the  rest 
when  it  wiis  wanted.  What  the  present  House  offerod 
would  amount  to  £140,000.  So  that  even  "if  we  were 
oiignged,*'  said  be  (which  we  were  not)  **  we  have  per- 
formed it."  ^     The  arithmL^tic  is  difficult;  but  the  terms 


1  Aiigoat  a,  IMS.  Cofuwfltu*  Dthattt,  |».  34.  Tli«  wor<I-i  of  U)«  nrport  an : 
"  Oiir  coontry  dot*  not  tnirt  u  ro  «itfPM:v  iliwti  but  imly  lir  «cl  of  Puriiuinvnt; 
mkI  /at  if  w«  wore  tax^gtA  m  b*n  parfanucil  it.  VTm  fcare  lti«  la^t  rariiainnat 
jC40U,000:  now  two  lubiklitt,  beiitlu  ll)«  tjioiuij^  uid  puumla^."  'Itia  tim- 
iumf«  Mil  poundlf*  Wtff  DOtCo  llie  purpoM;  bcvAiu«(liaviu^Weii  alwavi  retk- 
OMil  M  du«)  tbfl  MtinuUd  eoit  of  the  war  w««  over  aaiI  atrorit  it.    Tha  j:400,000 
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of  the  engiigemont  were  not  tbe  question.  The  questKon 
waa,  what  to  do.  Even  if  the  payment  of  £400,000 
bad  be^n  the  "performance  "  of  an  engagement  to  pay 
jE  900,000,  it  was  not  enough  to  curry  on  the  war  with. 
For  whether  it  were  right  or  wronj;  that  it  slionkl  be 
80, —  whether  the  Pluuiagenets  unrl  Tutlors  would  have 
managed  better  or  not,  —  the  fact  was  undeniable  tliAt 
money  must  be  found,  or  the  war  for  the  recovery  of 
the  Palatinate  could  not  go  on,  all  the  money  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  government  being  jili-eudy  spent  or  pledged. 
And  the  coolnt'ss  with  wliich  men  like  Sir  Robert  Phelijis 
not  only  laid  all  the  fault  of  failure  upon  the  government 
(which  was  natuntl  and  according  to  English  precedent 
in  all  times),  but  prepared  to  jurcept  the  failure  itself  with 
all  its  consequences  nud  let  it  rest  there  without  an  efifort 
to  retrieve  it  (which  was  quit©  contrary  to  English  prece- 
dent in  all  times),  proves  to  me  that  they  had  ceased  to 
care  for  the  result :  and  I  think  it  in  ini{H)ssible  to  read 
the  account  of  tbe  debates  at  WestminstGr  anil  Oxford 
either  in  the  copious  notes  of  them  recently  published  by 
the  Camden  Society,  or  with  Sir  John  Eliot's  commen- 
tary as  given  by  Mr.  Korater  from  the  **  Xegotium  Poste- 
rorum,"  without  feeling  that  the  country  party  had  lost  all 
anxiety  for  the  reconquest  of  the  Palatinate  and  felt  no 
very  lively  interest  in  the  other  issues  of  the  war  with 
Spain.  They  had  come  (1  suspect)  to  look  on  it  as  Buck' 
inffham't  v/SLV :  and  since  his  reputation  depended  upon 
its  success,  it  may  be  that  the  leatlera  of  the  country  party 
would  have  been  better  pleased  with  a  defeat  than  a 
triumph.  The  short  sesson  of  applause  and  adulation 
was  over,  and  as  Buckingham  was  entering  upon  a  now 
lease  of  unbounded  favor  with  the  Kitig,  which  carried 
with  it  unbounded  power  over  the  conduct  of  affairs,  they 


{ft  ptrfaapi  a  mUreport  for  £300,000.  For  I  ilo  not  know  bow  U  I*  rnide  out.  Bat 
ettherwuy  thfeauiouot  grunted  falli  {iribonot  ihsiiun  rtqairad,— aodlalioald 
Mr  profniiMd. 


)«*».]       THEIIt  CONTEST  TO  LET  THE  PALATINATE  fiO. 


601 


bad  come  to  i-^ganl  hiiu  as  the  public  enemy,  and  were 

braclug  tlieinselves  for  anotlier  war  oo  unother  6eld  for 

anutber  8tukp«  —  the  war  of   the  Commons  against  the 

Crown.     Bucoii'h  loug-churislmd  liope,  that  a  foreign  qujir- 

rel  in  a  popuhir  cause  would  bring  the  King  and  the  peo- 

I  pL*^  together  and  make  them  for  a  wliiUt  at  lenst  forget 

I  their  diflerencca,  had  been  in  thifl  caso  disappointed.      If 

[the  occasion  had  come  earlier,  or  if  the  beginnings  bad 

been  more  fortunate,  the  effect  might  perhaiJa  have  het-n 

different;  and  even  now  some  brilliiint  mihcary  success 

might  have  revived  the  popularity  of  the  cause.     But  it 

is  not  probable  that  the  reconciliation  could  have  been 

permanent.     For  the  powers  retjiincd  by  the  Crown  and 

I  the  powers  acquired  by  the  Commons  had  in  truth  become 

incompatible  with  each  other,  and  could  not  have  kept 

truce  under  any  searching  difference.    The  Commons  Imd 

^become  too  powerful  to  remain  as  they  were.    Being  able 

'  t*^  paralyze  the  action  of  government,  it  was  necessary 

that  they  should  be  able  to  control  it.     The  inevitable 

fltrtiggle  was  now  coming  to  the  crisis.     In  thi»  war  they 

were  altogether  in  earnest,  and  would  accept  no  disaster 

as  a  defeat:  nor  was  the  struggle  destined  to  end  until 

the  Bupretne  control  of  affairs  was  in  effect  transferred  to 

those  who  had   alrea^ly  the   supreme   command  of   the 

purse ;  and  they  had  learned  to  exercise  it,  not  directly 

(by  Committees  of  the  whole  House,  hut  by  u  standing 
Committee  of  responsible  advisers  of  the  Crown,  —  now 
cidled  the  Cabinet — selected  nominally  by  the  Crovm» 
but  really  by  themselves,  responsible  to  them,  atu)  remov- 
ubte  at  their  pleasure.*  An  arrangement  which  Coku 
himself  could  nut  have  pretended  to  justify  by  any  prooo- 
|rd*'nt  from  the  times  of  IMantugenet  or  Tudor ;  but  one 
kunder  which  the  government  cjin  always  contrive  to  ob- 
Wn  from  the  nation  as  much  money  as  the  affairs  of  the 
nation  require. 

S  9m  71«  t'Mj^itk  OmMitmiicm.    Bv  Wttltor  Bitrolml.  pp.  ll-IS. 


CHAPTER    VL 

A.   D.   MABCH   1G24  — APRIL  1626.      >ETAT.  64-66.' 

It  mnst  have  been  nlear  to  Bacon  by  tbU  lime  that  tho 
hopes  of  relief  which  baii  been  held  out  to  him  oitor 
fall,  by  the  King  and  Buckingham,  howevtit  stucere 
well  meant,  wei-e  not  to  be  fnltilled.     Nothing  luul 
curred  since  to  show  him  less  worthy  of  provision  forj 
studious  life.     No  further  notice  had  been  taken  of 
case  in  eitlier  house  of  Parliament.     The  justice  of 
decrees  in  Cliaucery  had  in  no  instance  been  succesafu 
impugned.     He  had  abstained  from  all  interference 
public  affairs.     He  had  pursued  his  private  studies 
unabated  diligence  and  vigor.     And  though  the  Kinj 
Exchequer  was  empty  of   money  and  his   hands  full 
work  which  wanted  it,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
moderate  supply  as  bis  case  needed  might  easily  iia^ 
been  provided  ;  and  that  if  his  help  aud  advice  in 
great  affairs  then  on  foot  had  been  required  in  return,  tli 
money  would  have  btsen  very  pi-ofitably  invested.     Tl| 
language  used  towards  him  was  still  graoious  and  encoi: 
aging  ;  but  nothing  came  of   it ;  a  fact  from   which 
could  only  infer  that  there  was  no  sufficiently  eamoet  ii 
tention   Iwihind.     He  moderated   his  hopes  accordingly, 
and  limited  his  petition  to  so  much  advance  of  bis  pensic 
as  might  enable  him  to  pay  off  his  debts,  and  so  mu^ 
forbearance  in  the  exaction  of  his  rent  to  the  Crown 
might  leave  him  the  means  of  Living  in  the  mean  tat 
—  favors  which  would  not  cost  much,  —  together  witt 
pardon  of  the  Parliamentary  sentence,  which  would 
DOtliing. 
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Meanwhile,  as  tho  literary  services  which  he  had  oflfered 
to  the  King  in  return  for  the  bonnty  which  he  had  de- 
sired were  nut  called  for,  he  applied  liimsclf  hencefor- 
ward exclusively  to  hia  own  work,  in  wliich  he  hai!  lost 
neither  faitli  nor  zeal,  though  the  troubles  of  want  must 
haye  sadly  interfered  with  its  progress.  Amid  continual 
intcmiptions  by  creditors,  whose  claims  could  neither  be 
ru'pudiated  nor  satistie*!,  even  the  collection  of  Natural 
History,  though  mainly  a  matter  of  memory,  was  pursued 
at  great  disiidvanta^e.  In  works  like  the  second  part  of 
tlie  ''Novum  Organum,'*  which  required  intense  and  con- 
tinuous attention,  progress  was  hardly  possible  under  such 
a  condition.  Indulgences  from  the  Crown,  therefore,  suf- 
ficient to  set  him  free  from  other  creditors,  were  of  real 
importance  to  him,  and  might  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  provision  without  which  his  business  could  not  be 
carried  on.  And  yet  his  pecuniary  embarrassment,  with 
all  that  it  entailed,  was  not  the  trouble  which  seems  to 
have  weighed  heaviest  upon  his  mind.  What  touched 
him  more  deeply  was  the  wounded  name  that  would  live 
behind  him.  He  had  forfeited  the  good  opinion  of  his 
fellow-countrymen,  and  he  extremely  desired  to  recover 
it,  and  to  have  the  recovery  marked  by  some  public  act 
of  absolution,  He  knew  the  nature  and  the  depth  of  his 
own  ofifense  and  the  state  of  his  own  mind.  He  knew 
diat  ho  had  not  been  a  corrupt  judge  in  the  sense  of  one 
who  could  be  induced  by  the  offer  of  a  reward  to  decide  ft 
cjise  unjustly  ;  but  he  had  oonntenanood  a  practice  which 
he  ex>uld  not  deny  to  be  dangerous,  not  only  to  the  repu- 
tation for  integrity,  but  to  the  integrity  itself,  of  the  ju- 
dicial office ;  a  practice  for  which  the  best  excuse  ho  could 
offer  was  one  which  might  have  been  mnre  easily  allowed 
in  the  caae  of  any  other  man  than  himself,  —  namely,' 
that  it  was  *^  the  abuse  of  the  timea.**  It  was  a  great 
fault,  and  deserved  to  be  visited  by  a  great  fijrfeituris. 
This  he  folly  felt  and  admitted.     From  the  moment  that 
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he  waa  made  to  aee  clearly  wbat  he  had  done,  bo  hiul  t 
kuowledged  it  to  be  indefensible  ;  froni  the  moment  iti 
he  heai-d  the  iteiitcuce^  he  had  acquiesced  in  it  us  ju 
But  he  had  been  laboring  in  the  service  of  bis  country  m 
of  mankind  too  long,  too  earnestly,  and  too  uns<  '  '  ' 
to  believe  that  he  had  deserved  to  be  an  outcast  ; 
And  though  in  that  higher  Court  where  all  are  pardoui 
who  truly  repent  and  luifeiguedly  believe,  he  felt  that  1 
sincere  penitence  and  unreluctant  BubaiLiaLOU,  joined, 
it  had  been  with  so  Btrenuous  on  endeavor  to  turn  hla  r 
maining  days  to  what  he  believed  to  be  the  best  ncx^oun 
had  deserved  and  procured  hia  pardon,  —  though  be  re> 
in  the  condition  of  his  mind  and  the  undiminished  activi! 
of  his  faculties  an  intimation  and  pledge  of  the  divti 
forgiveness,  —  ho  still  desired  some  human  acknowled^ 
raent  that  his  offense,  if  not  redeemed,  had  ut  least  bee 
sulhciently  punished,  and  that  be  was  not  to  be  transmi 
ted  by  his  own  generation  to  the  posterity  whose  servai 
he  aspired  to  be  witii  a  bnuid  of  infamy  upon  his  bro\ 
—  as  a  man  marked  out  for  contempt.  He  longed  bo  si 
that  blot  removed  by  the  hands  that  put  it  on,  —  to  t; 
readmitted  into  the  House  of  Lords  ;  to  receive  a  fu 
pardon  of  the  whole  sentence  ;  to  have  his  honors  pn 
served  in  memory  by  tranehttion  after  his  deceiise.  ] 
was  not  much  to  ask  ;  and  to  us  it  may  seem  at  fin 
sight  a  thing  of  too  small  consequence  to  have  been  muo 
worth  the  seeking  :  for  we  do  not  find  that  our  ow 
estimate  of  him  depends  in  any  degree  upon  the  qnei 
tioa  whether  the  desired  pardon  was  or  was  not  griintei 
Keverthele&s  one  genenition  tells  another,  and  lliough  w 
flatter  ourselves  tliat  we  can  judge  of  former  times  bett« 
than  those  who  lived  in  them,  we  seldom  do  more  tha 
hear  their  talc  and  repeat  it.  It  is  probably  true  that 
he  had  eome  better  recommended  to  us,  we  should  hav 
received  him  mora  gnioiously.  But  however  that 
be,  the  apprehension  of  parting  from  the  oouutryl 
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wboae  good  he  had  so  much  desired  without  a  word  of 
kiuduesa  or  h  mark  of  reconciliation,  and  of  going  down 
to  future  ages  in  a  cbanictor  so  unlike  the  truth,  waa  the 
bitt^re^st  drop  in  his  cup;  and  of  tlie  twol>rauches  of  the 
p(!tition  which  now  contained  alt  he  Hsked — that  he 
might  *'  live  out  of  want,  and  die  out  of  ignominy"  —  the 
la&t  was  the  one  which  he  ae^ms  to  have  valued  moat, 
though  the  first  vraa  the  most  pressing. 

Towai'ds  the  end  of  June,  1G24,  as  soon  as  Bucktngimm 
hful  recovered  from  a  long  ilhiess  which  he  had  ut  that 
time,  Bacon  oommunicated  to  him  the  following  petition; 
leaving  it  to  him  to  doeido  how  it  should  be  recommended 
to  the  King  :  — 

AN  H17MBLB  PETITION  OF  THE  LOED  8T.  AJLBAA'S  TO  HIB 
MAJE8TV. 

That  whereas  your  supplicant  is  now  three  years  old 
in  misery,  during  which  time  he  huth  tisUnl  of  your  Maj- 
esty's mercy,  but  not  of  your  bounty,  wiiich  his  services 
past  and  necessity  present  may  implore, 

Your  Majesty  of  your  gmco  will  so  far  compassionate 
your  BUpplicatit  us  to  give  order  that  he  may  have  throe 
years*  payment  of  his  pension  beforehand;  which  in  effect 
is  but  a  borrowing.  And  this  may  enable  him  to  over- 
come hia  debts,  but  then  because  he  shall  want  for  his 
present  maintenance,  your  Mitjesty  will  also  be  pleased 
during  those  three  years,  till  his  pension  run  again,  to 
discharge  him  of  the  n*nt  of  XI, 000  resifrvocl  upon  hia 
farm  of  petty  writs. 

And  your  supplinint  shall  (as  ever)  pray  for  your  Maj- 
esty's health  and  happiness. 

To  this  bo  received  from  Buckingham  an  answer,  which 
though  it  was  long  in  coming  was  wry  friendly  aud  en- 
imying  Mheti  it  came,  convoying  the  King's  consent  to 
rant  fta{f  the  potition  —  the  llir*-**  v(*arH'  lulviuici'.  whiuli 
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was  something,  though  it  did  not  mettt  the  difficult 
**  present  niuint*»nance,'* 

Ii  h)id  bi^L-n  pluced  in  Buckingham's  hands  befor 
end  o(  June.     Bacon's  acknowledgment  of  his  repc 
the   King's  answer  is  dated   the  9th  of   C>ctober. 
delay  must,  in  the  circuniatances,  have  seemed  long;^ 
during  the  interval  Bacon  prepared  a  second   petil 
iisking  for  a  favor  which  would  cost  nothing  to  anyt 
Thia  I  must  leave  to  speak  for  itseJf  j  for  all  we 
about  it  iB  tbat,  if  presented  at  all,  it  must  have 
presented  in  vain. 

TO  THB  KIXG. 

Most  guacious  and  dread  SovEBEioy, — Be 
make  my  petition  to  your  Majesty,  I  make  my  praye 
God  above,  peetore  ab  mo,  that  if  I  have  held  auythii 
80  dear  as  your  Maje8ty*s  service,  nay  your  hearths  eaa 
and  your  honor's,  I  may  be  repulsed  with  a  denial.  B< 
if  that  hath  been  the  principal  with  me,  that  God,  wl 
knowcth  my  heartt  would  move  your  Majesty's  my 
heart  to  take  compassion  of  me  and  to  gi'ant  my  desire. 

I  prostrate  myself  at  your  Majesty's  feet ;  I,  your  & 
cient  servant,  now  sbtty-four  years  old  in  Bge,  and  thn 
years  five  months  old  in  misery.  T  desire  not  from  yoi 
Majesty  means,  nor  place,  nor  emplo3rment,  but  only,  afti 
so  long  a  time  of  expiation,  a  complete  and  total  remi 
sion  of  the  sentence  of  the  Upper  House,  to  the  end  tlu 
blot  of  ignominy  may  be  removed  from  me,  and  from  m 
luemory  with  posterity;  that  I  die  not  a  condemned  raai 
l)»t  may  be  to  your  Majesty,  as  I  am  to  God,  nova  cret 
tjtra.  Your  Majesty  hath  pardoned  the  like  to  Sir  Joh 
Bonnet,  between  whose  case  and  mine  (not  being  partii 
to  myself,  but  speaking  out  of  the  general  opiniuu)  thei 
was  as  much  difference,  I  will  not  say  as  between  bUc 
and  white,  but  as  between  black  and  grey,  or  nsh-colore* 
Look  therefore  down,  dear  Sovereign,  upon  me  aUo  j 
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pity,  I  know  your  Majesty's  heart  is  inecrutablo  for 
goodness ;  and  my  Lord  of  Buckingham  was  wont  to  tell 
me  you  were  the  best-natured  man  in  the  world;  and  it 
is  God*s  property,  that  thoK  he  hatk  hved,  he  Ivteih  to 
tht  end.  Let  your  Majesty *s  grace,  in  this  my  desire, 
stream  down  upon  me,  and  let  it  be  out  of  the  fountun 
aad  spring-head,  and  ex  mero  m^tu^  that*  living  or  dying, 
the  print  of  the  goodness  of  King  James  may  be  in  my 
heart,  and  his  praiaes  in  my  mouth.  This  my  most  hum- 
ble request  granted,  may  make  mc  live  a  year  or  two 
happily;  and  denied,  will  kill  me  quickly.  But  yet  the 
last  thing  that  will  die  in  me  will  be  the  heart  and  aSeo- 
taon  of 

Your  Majesty's  most  humble^ 

and  true  devoted  servant, 

Fb.  St.  AuiAV. 

Jaly  80,  1624. 

What  became  of  this  pathetic  appeal^  nothing,  so  for 
as  1  am  aware,  remains  to  tell  us.  We  find  indeed  in  the 
"  Cabala  "  (ed.  1663,  p.  270)  a  warrant  adareaftL»d  by  the 
King  to  the  Attorney  Genural  with  dii^ectlons  to  prepare 
a  full  pardon  ;  to  which  the  editor  who  first  introduced  it 
into  Bacon^s  works  hoa  prefixed  the  words:  "  la  answer 
to  the  foregoing  by  King  James/'  But  for  this  I  find  no 
uuthortty,  and  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr,  Gardiner  tliat  no 
traces  of  Bacon^s  pardon  are  to  be  found  either  on  the 
Patent  Rolls  from  1623  to  his  death,  or  in  the  Signet 
Olfice  Docf^uet  books,  I  conolude  that  this  was  only  the 
answer  whioh  he  wished  for  and  drew  up  for  the  King 
to  sign ;  but  that  it  never  was  signed.  We  shall  meet 
further  on  with  a  letter  written  after  James's  death, 
which  proves  conclusively  that  up  to  that  time  no  such 
pardon  had  passed.  The  warrant  as  printed  in  the 
*-'  Cabala ''  nuB  thus;  — 
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KING   .lAMES    Hia   LETTER   TO   HIS  TRUBTT  AiJD 

BELOVED   THOMAS    COVENTRY,    OUR    ATTORNEY    G 
EBAL. 

Tnisty  and  Well-btOoved,  we  gre^t  yon  well :  Whe 
our  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  cousin,  the 
count  of  St.  Alhan,  upon  a  sentence  ^ven  in  the  L'ppei 
Hou»e  of  Pai'liament  fall  three  years  Bince,  and  more 
hath  endured  loss  of  hia  place,  imprisonment  and  confine< 
ment  also  for  a  great  time,  which  may  suffice  for  the 
satisfaction  of  justice,  and  example  to  others  :  We  bein^ 
always  graciously  inclined  to  temper  mercy  with  justice, 
and  calling  to  mind  his  former  good  services,  and  hoti 
well  and  profitably  he  hath  spent  his  time  since  h'u 
troubles,  are  pleased  to  remove  from  him  that  blot 
ignominy  which  yet  remaineth  upon  him,  of  incapaci 
and  disablement ;  and  to  remit  to  him  all  penalties  wh 
soever  infliuted  by  that  sentence.  Having  therefore  for- 
merly pardoned  his  fine,  and  released  liis  coDfioement 
these  are  to  will  and  require  you  to  prepare  for  oui 
signature  a  bill  containing  a  pardon  in  due  form  of  Ian 
of  the  whole  sentence ;  for  which  this  shall  be  your  suffi- 
cient warrant. 


:4 
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In  December  of  this  year  Bacon  published  two  vet^ 
small  volumes,  both  composed  for  occu]>ation  in  a  6t  oi 
sickness,  and  both  well  chosen  for  the  purpose,  though 
of  little  importance:  namely,  liis  collection  of  **  Apoph- 
thegms, new  and  old/'  in  which  he  amused  himself  wiU] 
dictating  from  memory  as  many  memorable  sayings  as 
he  conid  recollect,  and  his  *' translation  of  certain  Psalms," 
in  which  he  turned  six  or  seven  of  the  Paidms  of  David 
into  English  verse,  —  almost  hia  first  attempt  in  the  art 
Fitter  exercises  could  not  have  bt>en  chosen  whon  work 
of  some  kind  was  wanted,  and  all  excitement  or  sti-aia^ 
mind  was  to  be  avoided  ;  nor  is  there  anything  in  the 


BACON'S  "APOPirniEGMS"  AND  "PSALMri.' 


600 


^ 
n 


I 


ecndon  of  either  to  require  expliiniition  or  cnufle  surprise. 
The  only  wonder  is  that  he  should  ha%'e  thought  these 
Tvoith  publisliing,  while  he  had  by  him  iu  lUiiUitscfipt  so 
maiiy  things  of  more  importiinco  in  every  way.  Alyown 
conjecture  was  that  he  did  not  like  to  publish  in  lui  im- 
perfect sliupo  things  of  more  serious  import,  as  long  as  he 
could  hope  to  perfect  them  :  but  that  he  owed  money  to 
his  printer  and  bookseller,  and  if  such  trifles  as  these 
would  help  to  pay  it>,  he  had  do  objection  to  the  use  of 
them  for  that  purpose.  And  though  Mr.  Groaart  pro* 
tests  against  such  a  supposition  as  far  as  the  Psalms  are 
concerned,  obserring  that  they  were  not  printed  by  his 
usual  printer  uor  published  by  his  usual  pubhaher/  I  am 
still  inclined  to  think  it  the  most  probable  explanation. 
Even  if  it  could  be  sho\m  that  the  new  firm  did  not  in- 
herit the  business  of  the  old,  which  nevertheless  does  not 
seem  at  all  improbable,^  the  explanation  might  still  be 
substantially  true.  The  first  edition  of  the  *' Essays" 
(a  small  octavo  volume,  containing  less  matter  tlian  the 
**  Apophthegms,"  and  only  nbont  three  times  as  much  as 
the  "  Psalms  ")  had  been  found  to  be  worth  reprinting 
many  times  over,  and  Baoou*8  name  as  an  author  had 
ratlier  gained  than  lost  in  value  since.  Any  work  by  him 
of  a  popular  oharaotcr,  a  moderate  price,  and  in  English, 
would  be  sure  to  be  worth  something  in  the  market ;  and 
Aether  the  printer  took  it  in  payment  of  a  debt  due  to 
himself,  or  paid  for  it  in  money  which  would  help  to 
discharge  other  debts,  the  motive  lor  publishing  would 
bo  intelligible  and  suf!icient  cither  way. 

Of  his  con*espondence  during  these  months  the  only 

t  Tie  Fmilir  voiH^ht'  liAntry  mitrtHamkK  IjotH  Bacon' t  pomu.  Bj  Uie 
R«r.  Altxaadtr  II.  (Jrosart.     ISTR.     Intrndiictton,  p.  T. 

*  Tlw  Biakaria  tValorum  (1S2S)  wu  prlDtM)  b>- Jo.  Havdiind  lor  H«lthcw 
liOirnci  «ad  Witltam  IUnr«t.  The  ffutoria  I'itm  et  Atortit  (1633)  was 
prinlvd  b/ Jo-  FlavilanH  for  MKttl)«*<r  l»wn«i-  Thv  Apfj^ifhtffnit  atut  Pt^hnt 
(leSft)  trare  prinlfd  for  Hann*  lUrr^t  ami  Kirliftnl  WhittAkqr-  lliv  name*  Mdut 
Ui  DM  to  inggMt  that  thin  majr  haTv  U^^n,  r«lb«r  Uun  to  tbow  ihatUier*  coaM 
Dot  Iuv«  b«Mi,  a  rono«i:tion  It^twtf  o  iht  flrmi. 
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traoea  I  find  are  in  Stephens's  catalogue,  luid  th< 
very  ffW.  Of  tlie  entries  which  bear  no  date,  so 
possibly  belong  to  this  period ;  but  without  the  diW 
deacnptions  are  too  brief  to  tell  us.  There  is  one,  Iii 
ever,  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Buckingham  on  the  SOU 
January,  1624-26,  the  description  of  which  is  only 
signiBcant,  showing  that  Baoon  was  still  obliged  to  p 
the  part  of  an  importunate  suppUcant  for  some  stlU 
BatisBed  auit.  Tim  contents  are  described  as  '■'■  press 
bim  to  be  mindful  of  his  mlflcry.'*  His  miAcry  ma 
hia  pecuniary  difficulties,  —  the  strfuts  he  was  in  to  f 
meana  to  satisfy  his  creditors  and  provide  for  his  in 
itable  expenses,  iiia  earlier  biographers,  with  the  b 
intentioua,  but  I  think  with  an  uuEortunate  effect,  bi 
endeavored  to  drtiw  a  voil  over  this  aspect  of  hia  a 
Dr.  Rawley  avoided  the  subject,*  and  Tenison  weat 
far  on  one  occasion  aa  to  alter  the  wording  of  a  lettoi 
which  tt  degree  of  poverty  seemed  to  be  acknowledj 

I  In  ft  iMok  puUiahed  in  Fraoce  ftbont  Ihi  end  of  Uie  lut  cMmtorr,  •  pan 

OQ  tliU  aubjcut  \a  quoted  u  U  from  FUwIeT,  About  whUh  there  miut  rertft 
be  wne  mistake.     Thf  bnok  ia  eatitird  Ln  Chrittiamitme  Ue  Frvmfvu  At 
CkattceUtr  d'  AngUum,  iw  Pttuna  tie  ee  grand  kamm*  tur  la 
Porii,  BD.  vii.    The  puMagc  in  question  ocean  in  »  uoie,  vol.  i,, 
"  Voici  \vt  tcrmes  t]e  Hawlcy,  qui  ctoit  ua  de«  li*gataimi  ilr  IlM-on.     Kd 
quod  dIIuu  ci  pudl  remotionom  familinrl*  rai  icauilalctn  ubjtccre  velttT 
eniin    putt  hatic  nihil  quicquAiu  liuruai  qutr  •A  Btatut  mikf^niQceittiiuu  fa 
dcTuiitfc,  *«tl    iU   iitliilointoiM  vixJaiw,  ul  Jovi  ipei   Je  frlicitaie    ironlrvrvn! 
fKCf  re   rella  vinu  fucrit,  vErtutJs  omitli,  pMStatis,  luimanitftUa,   |MUien(ic 
priiuts,  exeuiplom  muume  boaormtiilc." 

[  do  not  know  wlierc  thU  poMaRe  in  to  be  found ;  but  tf  it  wai  really  wrii 
by  l>r.  Kawlry  theiv  must  b«  a  mistake  in  the  word  dfjutmr.  Ilo  munt  h 
meant,  not  that  the  mrant  of  living  in  hE«  former  elate  w«r«  not  wanlini 
him  after  hit  (all;  but  that  th«  want  was  not  felt;  it  did  not  prevent  hint  f  i 
ttoiog  an  example  of  felicity,  through  a  life  of  %>)rtue,  piety,  liutnacity, 
paliriiM.  But  i  rather  puppuee  that  the  pauage  wan  the  cumpmUion  vl  tt 
biofpupbcr  who  confuted  Rawley  with  Peter  Buco«r,  —  whu  nlurned  10  I 
land  in  IC'iS,  and  was  under  tbe  imprvaakia  that  Bacon  retcrvercd  his  fort 
after  he  left  bim.  "  Uis  incanB,"  be  my*,  "aftcrwardi  ubaneed  to  whai  tl 
once  were,  ninl  then  he  ktpt  tht  tarn*  ttatt."  (^fAwMW,  Juno  10«  IS" 
B<«ner  went  upon  hearsay,  and  may  easily  hava  belivved  ihlt.  Bawl«y  ki 
that  It  was  not  to.  Tbe  cADciuding  clatue  of  the  extmut  Is  almost  a  InuiiUl 
from  Boener.    See  the  words  quoted  iiear  the  end  of  Ibia  cbaptar,  p.  000. 
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more  than  beoaiue  n  geutlotnau.  Wbcre  tiucon  had 
written  to  the  King  that  he  had  *'8piyiiMi  Uie  remnant* 
of  hta  former  fortune  in  plate  ur  jewvk  upon  poor  meu 
unto  whom  he  owed,  —  scare©  loaving  hiun»flf  bn.»jtd/* 
Teniaon  struck  out  '"  bread  **  ai)d  subHtituted  *'  a  couveu- 
ient  subsistence."  liut  Uaoon  could  dud  no  coiofoi-t  in 
eupbemistus  like  that.  He  Liked  to  cull  tilings  by  tlmir 
true  names.  The  condition  of  a  man  who  having  lived 
in  luxury  fiuda  himself  in  age  and  sickness  ut  a  loss  for 
means  to  pay  his  baker  and  butcher  is  truly  described 
as  a  inisnntble  condition  ;  and  a  fnmk  rer^^gnition  of  the 
fact  aflds  a  deeper  and  more  piithetic  sigaiticitnce  t<i  an 
anecdote  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Teuisun  himself, 
and  which,  though  the  circumstances  do  not  enable  us  to 
date  it  exactly,  belongs  probably  to  thb  period. 

"  Whilst  I  am  speaking  of  lhi»  work  of  his  Lordship's  of 
*  Natural  History/  there  com^s  tii  my  ni!nd  a  very  nMunomhle 
relation,  r«})orted  to  me  by  him  who  bore  a  part  lu  it,  the  Ilev- 
erend  Or.  iiawley.  One  day  bin  Lordship  was  dictating  to  thai 
Doctor  floinfi  of  tin;  expcrtmouta  in  Uia  -  Kylva.'  The  same  day 
be  harl  teut  a  friend  to  Cuuri  to  receive  for  hiiu  a  final  answer 
touching  the  effect  of  a  grant  which  had  been  mode  him  by 
King  James.  He  bad  hitherto  only  hope  of  it,  and  hope  de- 
ferred ;  and  he  was  desirous  to  know  tlio  event  of  the  mutter. 
and  to  bo  freed,  one  way  or  otlier,  from  die  suspense  of  his 
thoughts.  Uis  friend  returning  told  him  plainly  that  he  must 
Uionr^furlh  defi[wiir  of  that  gnuit,  how  much  souver  his  fortunes 
needed  it  ^r  iV  lo.  said  bis  Lordship;  and  then  lio  dJ8mis<4cd 
his  friend  very  oheerfuUy,  with  thankful  acknowledf;mcnts  of  hw 
Kcrvice.  Tlis  friend  being  gone,  he  came  straightway  to  Dr. 
aw  Icy,  ami  «aid  thns  onto  htm:  Wefl-,  5iV,  y<m  fnttinifat  u>on*t 
\'cn;  iH  itigo  on  leith  (his.  for  thiB  i$  in  our  power.  And  then 
he  dictated  to  hira  afresh  for  ftome  hours,  without  the  least  basH 
tancy  of  speech  or  disoemible  intermption  of  Uiought." 


If  it  had  been  a  refusal  of  something  more  to  a  man 
who  had  enough,  the  thing  would  hardly  have  been  worth 
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mentioning:  in  one  who  was  Rtruggling  for  stil 
such  equanimity  in  such  a  case  was  less  ensy.     "  Hi 
me  tell  yoii,"  saya  hia  apothecary  iind   B^cr(?t«ry^ 
BSener,  who  was  in  his  service  till  the  heginniug  of 
**that  though  his  fortune  may  have  rliangrd,  yet  I 
Baw  any  change  in  his  mien,  liis  words,  or  his  dc 
wards  any  roan:  Ira  enim  hoviini*  non  impUt  jt 
Ihi ;  hut  he  waa  always  the  sjime^  both  in  sorrow 
joy,  us  a  philosoplier  ought  to  be,"  ' 

There  is  on«  other  entry  of  :l  letter  to  Bucking 
under  tlje  date  of  the  Slst  March,  16*25,  —  shortlv 
King  James's  death,  who  dieil  on  the  27th,  —  de-scril 
"begging  his  intercession  with  the  new  King;  "*  urn!  I 
ginning  with  the  wn'ils  "  King  Charles."  Butwith  tlti 
ext'eptions  I  do  not  think  tlteru  are  any  which  can 
signed  with  confidents  to  this  lialf  year. 

This  blank  in  the  correspondence  is  tjinUdizing ; 
that  half*year  was  full  of  important  events.  The 
trenie  prosperous  success  of  his  Majesty's  boainesa  ' 
ing  the  twelve  months  preceding,  upon  which  Bacon 
congratulatiMi  with  him  in  his  letter  to  Buckinglui: 
the  9th  of  October,  1624,  —  alluding,  I  suppose,  to  t 
progress  of  his  negotiations  with  France,  Sweden,  Dt 
mark,  and  the  Stjvt^s,  for  combined  action  in  Gere 
—  had  been  followed  by  a  military  disaster  which 
all.  Through  some  unaccountable  want  of  cnrc  or  I 
thought  on  the  part  of  somoboily,  the  12,000  men' 
were  to  have  marched  through  France  to  join  Mansful 
arrived  at  Calais  beforo  any  orders  had  been  received  I 
allowing  them  to  land;  and  being  thereupon  taken 
Zealand,  met  again  with  obstructions  which  detaiit 
them  till  half  of  their  number  had  been  carried  off 
j>estilence.  And  so  liad  ended  the  ent^rprisfi  for  the  \ 
covery  of  the  Palatinate,  and  whatever  hopes  went  wi 
it.    Soon  after,  the  ohl  King  died,  Bn<l  the  new  King  U 

i  vl/AcwcyMdr  Jmie  10,  1871. 
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no  time  in  summoning  a  new  Parliament,  which  was  to 
hftve  met  on  the  7th  of  May,  though  hU  approaching 
iimrniige  *U'luv*xl  the  miwtiiig  for  five  or  six  wnrks. 
Uuckinghitm  liad  been  sent  to  I'ui'is  to  bring  ibe  bride  ; 
Had  tho  next  h^ttiT  of  Buoon^a  which  htis  come  down  to 
us  was  written  fthnrtly  before  hi*  return. 

As  far  as  his  own  fortunes  were  coneerned,  circnro- 
sUncoa  couUl  hardly  chunge  but  for  the  better;  and  iu 
tills  change  there  werv  two  or  three  points  in  his  fiivor. 
The  sympathy  wliieb  the  iVince  had  sliown  for  him  daring 
bis  impciichmont,  together  with  tlie  adminttion  whicli  ho 
hud  ejcpreftsed  of  his  bistorind  work,  priMuised  him  a  new 
friend  on  the  throne.  The  French  iimbussadnr  who  wna 
coming  over  with  the  Queen  Iiad  been  inspirt:d  by  bis 
works  und  reputation  with  so  gre:it  a  reveivnee  for  him 
that  he  HBkc<l  leave  to  nddrt'ss  him  as  a  fatlier.  Buek- 
ingham,  though  their  personal  intercourse  seems  to  hiivn 
bi^on  at  nn  end«  proft^ssed  himself  in  his  letters  as  kindly 
disjHwed  as  ever;  iind  Sir  Humphi'ey  Miiy,  CImncellnr 
of  the  Duchy,  a  distinguished  membitr  nf  the  Ilouve  of 
Comuums  and  a  man  of  influence  at  Court,  w;l8  a  priviite 
frie>nd.  It  might  luive  seemed  therehm*  that  tho  new 
tiuic  would  bring  a  better  chance  of  atlention  to  his  ciuie. 
Itnt  tho  an'idrnts  wen*  still  against  him.  The  bustuesa 
of  tho  marriage  wiia  hanlty  over.  wliL-n  Charles  hfui  to  ap- 
peal to  a  new  House  of  Cnmmnns  for  means  to  carry 
out  the  great  euierprise  which  the  last  House  batl  prom- 
ised, amid  ncvlamations  and  waving  of  hats,  to  support 
with  the  lives  und  fortum-a  of  all  whom  it  represented; 
and  tho  response  which  he  met  with  gave  him  so  much 
to  think  of  on  hia  own  aeoount  that  he  had  no  time  t>i 
think  nf  Bmcou;  though  if  he  luid  thought  of  ankiu^  hift 
advicti  »nd  folluwing  it,  it  inij^hl  huvi-  h.-.Mi  l-n'(.f*T  for 
him. 

The  rii»j;"«  1'!"^  b«en  r,i«;inf^  in  l^vtidon  all  this  6nm- 
,  and    Baton  himself  (who  nppe;irs  Ut  liave  remained 
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ut  Gorhiimbnry)  bad  boen  naitod  at  the  finmc  time  wi 
a  "^(Ijiiigerous  mid  tedious  stukofjis."  K  i»  ii(>mc  coiisol 
tion  in  tl)i»  droary  time  t<>  know  tJiat  his  belief  in  tj 
value  Hnd  virtue  and  final  suceuss  of  hiB  gi*(>at  BritiTf:)ri 
vtita  never  ftliaken.  Hin  eartbly  cumfurtfi  wera  gru^ 
colder  and  colder.  The  1io|k>s  which  he  ba<i  indc 
first  of  A  ooinfortal)[e  prnviRion  for  a  lifo  of  study,  t)t4 
help  to  overcome  his  debts,  and  lastly  of  bare  means  ^ 
live  out  of  want  and  die  nnt  of  ignominy,"  had  one  1 
one  fallen  away  and  left  him  desolate.  But  that  tl 
"mine  of  truth"  which  he  was  opening  would  keep  i 
promise,  and  that  Mim  wc»uld  thereby  in  some  fatu 
geiienition  be  the  master  of  Nature  and  her  foivra,  vns 
hope  which  continued  with  him  to  the  end,  and  so  i 
freshed  and  sustained  his  spirit  that  if  the  oompoaitio 
of  his  liiat  yeai-8  are  distinfjjniRliable  at  all  from  those 
hia  prime,  it  is  rather  by  their  greater  conciiieneaB,  soli 
ity,  and  rapidity  of  stylo  than  by  any  ugos  of  exhaustii 
or  detaiy ;  and  hnw  far  he  was  from  feoling  any  at; 
ment  of  mental  power  and  activity  we  may  gather 
the  quantity  and  nature  of  the  work  still  lying 
him,  which  he  speaks  of  -.is  intending  and  ex|M^ckir 
get  it  done.  For  tliou^^h  be  leaves  the  sixth  and 
eluding  part  of  the '*  Inatauration  "  —  the  "  I'hilc 
Secunda" — to  I*osterity,  m  a  thing  which  must 
for  the  third,  —  the  collection  of  Natund  History; 
though  lie  commends  tho  third  to  Kings,  Popes,  or  Cc 
leges,  as  beyond  tho  industry  and  endeavor  of  a  prlvn 
man :  yet  the  remainder  uf  the  second  part,  which  w 
to  complete  the  description  of  the  ^^  Novum  Orgaiiutn 
or  new  logical  nuichinery,  aa  well  as  thw  whole  of  tl 
fourth,  which  wjia  to  contain  examples  of  its  correct  u 
and  application,  and  the  whole  of  the  fifth,  which  w 
to  consist  of  his  own  provisional  speculations,  —  "antii 
pations,''  as  he  called  them  in  natural  philosophy,  • 
could  bo  supplied  by  no  hand  but  his  own  :  and  of  tb^ 
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he  ehowB  no  si^is  of  ilespah'ing.  Life  and  health  aiid 
leisure  Wui}^  rIIovvoH,  h*i  do<*«  not  seem  to  have  appre- 
hendcMJ  iiny  wuiit  of  fuciilly  or  spirit  or  couriige. 

Tho  only  nork  which  Do^^on  published  in  102/)  was 
UiL*  third  niid  toKt  edition  of  his  '^EwMiys."  Wliich  of  hit* 
piiathiinions  writingft  wore  composed  daring  that  yt'ur,  it 
is  not  poaaible  to  dt*t4*niiin«:  for  Rjiwh^y,  who  tinunu-niti's 
them  **ns  near  as  be  can  in  the  just  ordor  whfrt'in  tlipy 
were  written,*'  doea  nut  attempt  to  give  tho  dates,  and 
dot«  not  speak  with  certainty.  His  list,  if  exact  in  itself* 
and  exHi'tly  fon8idfi*e<i,  wonld  imply  that  the  "  Fablo  of 
the  Now  Atlantis "  cauie  before  the  •*  De  Au^nenlis," 
which  WHi}  puhlisheil  in  the  autumn  of  1623;  in  which 
case  one  would  li:ive  ex]iei'ted  to  find  some  mention  of  it 
in  hw  wi'll-known  hitter  to  Fatliur  Kulgi*ntio ;  being, 
though  not  a  part  of  the  ^  Instauratiou,"  yet  a  repre- 
Hcntatioii  in  vision  of  th«  state  of  things  which  the  "  In- 
8t;iuratirjn  "  was  bo  bring  about  or  make  puHtiible.  But 
even  without  that,  there  renruiina  enough  to  acconnt  for  a 
fear  <if  very  active  literary  occupation.  Tho  translations 
'Into  I>atin  (uj»on  which,  in  the  sutnmer  uf  liii'Ji,  *^  his 
labors  were  most  set**)  am  enough  of  themselves  to  KlI 
n  Volume  of  four  hundrt*d  iwges,  while  the  **  Essays '* 
and  the  ••  Sylva  Sylvarum  "  niako  another  about  as 
largL*. 

TowaidtJ  ihc  end  of  this  year  the  government  met 
with  another  gn*at  military  mifthap.  The  imiifTt^n^nce  of 
the  House  of  Otminons  to  the  war,  and  their  unreadiness 
Ui  provicW  means  for  carrying  it  on.  hud  not  l)een  ibooepted 
by  the  King  fw  a  reason  for  declining  it.  An  expedition 
had  htM>n  planned  and  a  fleet  preptired :  and  it  was  hoped 
tltiit  n  brilliant  miction  and  an  abundant  apoti  would  re- 
awaken the  wnrhke  spirit  of  the  people  and  make  tin* 
government  populiu*.  It  wiu  int<*nded  apjMirently  to  hii 
.«  repetition  with  improvemonta  of  the  fdrtuimte  ncluui 
fpf  the  Earl  of  ICssex  in  151H>.     The  shippin*^  in  tin*  hur- 
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bor  of  CndU  witg  ngiiin   to  bo  surpriitod  iuhI  (Ii*fiMi7yodj 
\v)iitf  till'  luMiiewiini-lMiund  fleet  from  the  ]nflii?>4  vnut  to 
intctT(;{ite<l  am)  (^this  time)  not  let  »lip.      There  doee  notj 
seem  to  have  biwii  any  reason  for  douhtuig  the  sucotsss  oii 
this  occiwifin  more-  than  i»ii  thut,  except  the  want  (ooiis 
quuiiL  on  li  long  peace)  of  pmctiee  and  piMuf  in  Buch  i*i 
terprisca.     Such  a  succtsa  would  no  doubt  Imva  mAde 
vast  iniprov«'m*int  in  the  positum  juuj    pi-ospi*ete  of  the 
government.     Uiit  it  was  not  to  be.     The  exjHMJitioii 
turned  in  tu-o  luontliB  i^ilh  tbw  loss  of  n  thousand  mi-r 
bavin^  effect^  nothing  except  a  Uindin|^  of  the  trooj 
without  opposition,  followwl  by  ii  preoipituto  reemUirk;* 
tion  before  a  stroke  tiad  been  struck  or  an  enemy  seen  j 
and   witliout  a  sinijlw   prize   from    the   faomewurd-buiuic 
fl(H?t,  whii'h    sailed    by   in    the    night    nnobserved.      Th* 
deaths  hud  all  been  fruiu  pestilence.     It  must  tmve  bet 
aliout    tbe   lime    of    their    return   that    Uacon    wrote    tn 
iiuckingham   the  following   letter  of   congratulation    ot 
the  birtli  of  a  son  ami  heir;  at  the  cluae  of  which 
seem  to  perceive  a  hint,  shyly  and  delicjately  CM)nT»*yed4 
that  bis  e\i)erience  and  utlviim  might  yet  lie  of  use 
him. 

The  letter  In'ars  nu  date,  and  1  slinuUl  liavn  !nf»>rre<| 
from  tbe  pi:)8tsuript  ibat  it  was  written  about  the  1st  o| 
January,  lG2ij-2t> ;  but  as  the  boy  was  bom  on  the  ITtl 
of  November,  1025,  it  eeems  ritther  late  fur  congratuhi 
tiiine;  and  perhaps  be  lliought  the  new  yejir  already  netirl 
enough  to  be  remembered  ;  the  rather  bocauao  bo  wti 
not  likely  to  have  an  excuse  for  writing  again  when  il 
was  neanir. 


TO  TUB  DUKE  OF  BCCKINQHAH. 

ExcELUiNT  LoBU,  —  I  could  not  bnt  signify  nntoyot 
Grace  my  rejuicing  that  God  hiith  sent  your  Gruoo  a  ; 
and    heir,  and    that   you  are  fortimate  as  well  in  your^ 
house  as  in  the  atato  of   the  kingdom.     Those  blessings 
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come  from  God,  as  I  do  nob  doubt  Imt  yoiii*  Gmce  doth 
with  ilII  thuiikfiiliie^  aoknowU-dt^e,  vowing  to  him  your 
service.  Mytwlf*  I  praiHe  hU  ilivint;  Majeatyt  have  gotten 
some  step  into  health.     My  wants  lire  great ;  bat  yet  I 

IyrMxt  not  a  dcsin;  to  do  your  Grace  service,  and  I  marvel 
tliat  your  Grace  should  think  to  pull  down  the  monjirchy 
of  Spain  without  my  good  help.  Your  Grace  will  give 
me  le:ive  to  be  merry,  however  the  world  goetb  with  me. 
I  ever  rest 
Your  Grace^fl  most  faithful 
and  obliged  servant,  etc. 
I  wish  your  Grace  a  j^jd  new  year. 
About  this  time  the  troubles  of  Bacon *s  own  honse 
were  iiggntvated  by  a  new  and  iiuexpecLed  cahiniity. 
His  wifii,  with  whom  be  had  lived  for  twenty  years  with- 
out any  reprojich  that  wo  know  of  on  either  sidi*,  gave 
him  some  grave  ofTLMise.  The  nature  of  it  is  not  known, 
for  he  never  specilied  it  himself,  and  Dr.  Rawley  in  bis 
biography  niaki.'s  nu  mention  of  any  domestiu  difference, 
but  B[H;aks  of  their  married  life  in  tcrniH  whit-h  almost 
exclude  the  supposition  of  any.  But  tliat  she  had  in 
some  way  incnrred  his  serious  dispb>asur<*  is  a  fact  not 
to  be  di8put*,'d,  being  n-oordrd  by  himself  in  Km  will,  as 
H  reason  for  revoking  dispositions  previously  made  in  her 
favor.  The  expressions  used  by  the  historian  Wilson,  in 
speaking  of  their  Lil^r  relations,  »Hrm  to  rt*Hect  upou  tier 
fidelity ;  and  her  snb9e<iuent  marriage  with  her  gentle- 
man-usher, taken  along  with  the  comments  of  contcmpit- 
rar^'  satiriMt*t^  give  some  couutenaiii^e  to  the  scandal.  If 
it  was  80,  Fiacon's  conduct  would  be  accounted  for,  T5ut 
as  nothing  spetnfiu  was  laitl  to  her  charge  either  by  him- 
Belf  or  by  any  one  with  whom  he  had  authority  "r  inter- 
est, we  fire  not  entitli*d  to  any  more  than  tluit  she  hail 


more 

unwori 


done  something  which  rendcrc*!  I 

of  tho  benefits  he  hud  intended  for  her. 


thy  in  bis  eyes 
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Though  Biuv)n  Mt  his  h'-alth  to  be  much  impftired 
and  his  Hfo  precnrioiis.  aiiil  therefore  took  thn  prKcmiHon 
to  provide  aa  w(*ll  as  lie  could  for  the  disposal  of  tJie  liu 
tie  be  bad  to  leHve,  it  wit»  not  oa  a  man  who  Mt  thftt  h« 
was  dying.  As  he  rt^covorod  his  health  aftoreach  attaok, 
he  recovered  hia  hope  of  living  awhile  longer  and  iimkiug 
further  progress  in  hia  work.  The  letter  which  follows, 
•ddressod  to  his  friend  Sir  ilumphrey  May  at  thy  begin- 
ning of  the  new  year,  and  in  conU'mpbition  of  tlic  meet- 
ing of  a  new  Parliament,  while  it  proves  conclusively 
that  he  had  not  yet  roneived  a  partlon  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary sentence  or  leave  to  resume  bis  seat  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  proves  also  that  he  w:is  still  anxiously  aookiDg 
and  hoping  to  make  use  of  it :  and  bis  death,  whieh  took 
place  three  months  after,  was  not  the  result  of  natuml 
decay  but  of  an  accidentftl  chill,  and  was  sudden  and  un- 
expected. 


TO  SIR   HUMPHREY  MAY,  CHANCELLOR   OF   TITK   DUCHY 
OF   I*ANCA8TErt. 

Gkx)D  Mr.  Chancellor,  —  I  did  wonder  what  wm 
become  of  you,  and  was  very  glad  to  hear  yon  were  come 
to  court ;  which  methinks,  as  the  times  go,  should  rotw 
you  as  well  as  I. 

I  send  yon  another  letter,  which  I  writ  to  you  <if  an 
old  date,  to  avoid  repetition  ;  and  I  continue  my  request 
then  to  you,  to  snund  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  good 
affection  towards  me,  before  you  do  move  luin  in  tlie  par- 
ticular jtetitions.  Only  the  prespnt  »KVJuiion  doth  invite 
me  to  desire  that  his  Grace  would  priK*ure  mc  a  piLrdoo 
of  tlie  King  of  the  whole  sentence.  My  writ  for  Parlia- 
ment I  have  now  hud  twice  before  the  time,  and  tluit 
without  any  expr*^sa  ri:«straint  not  to  use  it.  It  is  true 
tliat  I  shall  not  be  able,  in  resp^'ctof  my  hciUtb,  to  attjaud 
ill  Tarliament ;  but  yet  I  mought  make  a  proxy.  Time 
hath  turned  envy  to  pity  ;  and  I  have  luid  a  long  cU-an- 


BACDMS  LAST  KXPERIMENT. 


C19 


sin ^  week  of  11v«  yuMre'expiiition  mid  mom.'  8ir  Jolm 
lieiiiu't  hath  his  parduii ;  my  Lord  of  Somerset  hnth  liis 
pjinlori ;  anil,  tliey  sjiy.  i^hnll  mt  in  Purlianmnt.  My  Lord 
of  Suffolk  uometh  Ut  I'nrlininont,  thuu^h  not  tu  Council. 
1  iio|>c  I  doservR  not  to  be  thu  only  outcast.  God  keep 
yon.     1  ever  rest 

Your  most  affectionate  friend 

to  do  you  service. 
I  wifih  you  u  gootl  new  year. 

The  I'iirlianient  which  met  on  tlie  Gth  of  F«bruury» 
imm*Mliut«Iy  nft^r  tlie  eoronation,  was  the  samo  which 
impenph^d  Hiifkint;lmm.  It  w:u*  not  likely,  tlmn'fon*, 
that  oither  he  or  the  King  wntdd  be  so  little  occupied 
with  their  own  businesw  as  to  have  leisure  for  attemling 
to  TJacnn's,  unltws  tlu'y  hud  been  prepared  to  tnke  him 
into  fouhsi'l.  VVIiether  at  such  a  time  Sir  flumphrey 
thonght  it  expetlient  to  mnke  the  motion  on  his  btOiuU,  I 
do  not  kn<»w;  but  at  any  rut^»  nothing  wns  done.  He 
was  well  euuugli  to  come  up  to  London  ;  but  we  have  no 
particular  iiec-ount  of  bis  ocmpationa  then^  until  the  end 
of  Marub.  wlien  in  ttie  couiar;  of  u  drive  tnwanls  ftigh- 
gr\te  be  took  attvantagr  uf  un  nnaeasonatiti^  full  of  buow 
to  try  whether  it  would  prewrve  tiesh  from  pntrefatTtion, 
as  salt  doe«.  and  wi  cflUght  the  chill  of  which  he  died. 
The  story  it*,  that  the  idea  suddenly  mxurring  to  liinu  lio 
stopped  the  of>ach«  alighted  at  a  cottage,  obtainctl  a  hen, 
heljictl  h>  HtnfT  tt  with  snow  with  his  itwn  luuhlt)  (^and  1 
suppose  cirried  it  with  him  to  watch  the  effect)  ;  but  on 
the  way  found  himself  stidderdy  so  til  that  be  was  forced 
to  take  refuge  in  a  bouse  of  I^ord  Arundel's  which  lav  in 
hifl  road  :  tci  whom  (l.x-lng  alwrnt)  he  excused  himself  xn 
the  following  letter  —  a  tetter  evidently  oompoeed  without 
any  idea  that  he  was  dictuting  it  from  his  death-bed,  and 

I  I'lvr    t.iir...  frni.king  ill  rvufiit  niiiitltr'n  ;  tiiil  not  more  lliau  flv*.     If  Ibo 
NX  I  lit  th*  limy  "H  »IimIi  liv  <rm  accuMd,  Iko  (Kill  jranf  WM 

not  ■        ,  [|,i-  iBiii  uf  HUivlt. 
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of  wliicli  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  editor  did  not  tfaii 
fit  to  print  the  whole. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF   ARUKDEL  AND  8UBBE7. 

My  very  good  Lord,  —  I  Wiis  likely  to  have  htid  tl 
fortune  of  Ciiius  Pliniiis  the  elder,  who  lost  hia  life  t 
trying  an  experiment  about  the  burning  of  the  mountai 
Vesuvius.  For  I  was  also  desirous  to  try  an  experimei 
or  two,  touching  the  conservation  and  induration  of  boi 
ies.  As  for  the  experiment  itself,  it  succeeded  excellent] 
well;  but  in  the  journey  (between  London  and  Highgate 
I  was  taken  witli  such  a  fit  of  citsting,  as  I  knew  n< 
whether  it  were  the  stone,  or  some  surfeit,  or  cold,  or  ii 
deed  a  touch  of  them  all  three.  But  when  I  came  t 
your  Lordship's  house,  I  was  not  able  to  go  back,  an 
therefore  was  forced  to  take  up  my  lodging  here,  whei 
your  housekeeper  is  very  careful  and  diligent  about  me 
which  1  assure  myself  your  Lordship  will  not  only  parda 
towards  him,  but  think  the  better  of  him  for  it.  For  ii 
deed  your  Lordship's  house  was  happy  to  rae  ;  and  I  kii 
your  noble  hands  for  the  welcome  which  I  am  sure  yo 
give  me  to  it,  etc. 

I  know  how  unfit  it  is  for  me  to  write  to  your  Lordshi 
with  any  other  hand  than  mine  own  ;  but  in  trotli   m 
fingei-8  are  so  disjointed  with  this  fit  of  sickness,  that 
canudt  steadily  hold  a  pen. 

This  letter  (being  as  it  happened  the  last  which  Baco 
evur  wrote)  is  treated  by  Lord  Miicaulay  as  if  it  luid  bee 
written  in  extremis,  when  another  man  would  have  foi 
gotten  all  about  the  experiment.  To  me  it  seems  such 
letter  sis  a  gentleman  would  naturally  dictate  who  is  lai 
up  with  a  bad  cold  in  another  man's  house,  and  has  los 
the  command  of  his  fingeis.  All  the  incidents,  up  to  th 
time  of  the  seizure,  imply  spirit  and  activity  of  both  bod, 
and  mind ;  and  as  we  know  from  Dr.  Rawley  that  th 
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oolleotioo  of  Natural  History  wiis  bis  loitb  work,  we  may 
KiipposL'  that  be  wiia  proc4*cding  with  iiiialmled  diligencta 
in  thf.  trial  of  exfiunments,  solitary  or  iti  consort,  timcb- 
iug  tho  various  proceaseti  of  iiHture,  wheu  the  accident 
h:ippL'at!d.  Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  think  tliat  ut  the 
time  he  dictated  the  letter  there  wiis  gi-ound  for  appre- 
hending anytliing  seriouR.  But  the  story  goes  on  to  suy 
that  the  housekeeper  in  hisanxiL'ty  to  entertain  him  hand- 
sotnely  hud  put  biui  in  the  hesr  bed  ;  whicli.  having  beea 
long  luiused  in  Uie  abseneo  of  the  family,  was  damp  to 
spit**  of  the  warming-pan.  This  brought  on  an  attack 
of  wb:it  wouhl  now  be  cuIIchI  bronchitis^  which  lasted 
some  days,  and  ended  (as  tbiit  comjilaint  so  often  doe» 
with  people,  of  all  Jigcs)  in  sudrlen  snffocjition.* 

He  died  on  the  9tli  of  April,  lU'JG,  in  the  early  morn- 
ing of  £aster  Sunday;  and  thenceforward  what  men 
might  think  of  him  wiis  a  matter  that  concerned  them- 
aelvtis  and  not  him. 

And  yet  if  it  were  possible  to  believe  that  the  dead 
oan  be  disturbed  bv  tlii*  proceedings  of  the  living,  his 
troubles  were  not  yet  over.  Hnekingham,  wlioni  he  had 
entreated  to  act  as  supervisor,  hiid  more  than  enongli  to 
do  in  pri'paring  his  own  anaw»^r  to  the  thirteen  articles 
upon  whioli  the  Cnnunons  lind  impt>)u<.hi*d  him.  The 
friends  und  relatives  whom  he  had  appointed  to  be  his 
exccutom  either  expressly  refused  or  deliiyetl  beyond 
reiisnniible  time  to  underUike  the  otliije.  And  the  wUl 
had  remained  unexecuted  for  fifteen  months,  when  let- 


>  **  Frow  till*  KWHiDt,"  uyo  Mr.  U«rtia,  •Stmr  quotiud  Dr.  R«wl«7'«  lUecrip- 
llnn  o(  tlncoii'f  U«t  iltnvM  ftiiil  tlvmli,  "It  appuri  Ui«t  ihv  ninMy  whkh  ae 
ntpidir  lintuf'lii  n«>i.">ti  III  tli»  fpuvv  wa»  an  inOanimaliiHi  uf  (hr  «krt'itlli  of  Uia 
luiii;*,  itMw  callfil  '  bitmfhUit.'  This  ill>«ftMi  ((lia  putbulo^ty  uf  wtiK-li  wa«  (hoa 
lint  uiiilcraliKiilt  mtMl  i-itoimmilv  fwt-jtaliin^  tlif  ilralli  of  old  perMMia.      In  c«w» 

uf  Uil*  *nrt  t>tf    ;■••■ ■>■■'   fiiilte  III  iluilh  in,  lliRt  Ihv   IiIwmI  c«il*ri   to   Ih>  »l(h«r 

dot-Ill  I  xinjtril  '  '  t,  iiwiiif;  ti)  llm  nir-cdlU  Lx-infl;.  a*  ■'  witi',  plaitend 

bvvr  Willi  «  Ilia  1  liT  lh«  iDNiiiljriUifl  Iinhi4  ihtiii.  intl  w-hirlt  iI>n  d»> 

hiliralni]  (latititii  14  uii«l»k>  til  ii«]iM^Uir«t»/'  —  dfimeitr  »/  l.on{  fitivtm.  Hit 
Li/runit  Wvrkt,  l>j  Ttiomut  Murhii,  tUrrister-Bt  Uw.     [«ndoD,  1S3&. 
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tera  of  adminiatrntion  vpvn-  granl^Hl  (18  JuIt,  1627)  I 
two  of  his  ortnlitors  —  Sir  Rob(?rt  Rich  and  Sir  TIuuiij 
Memitys.  The  sale  of  h  projn»rty  including  such  artieli 
jis  Gorhjinibury  iind  Vei-ulnm  House,  which  were  not  ft 
the  common  mnrket,*  was  not  likely  in  these  > 
stances  to  realize  iu  proper  viUao,  and  it  is  not  &.::j  .i 
iug  that  the  proceeds  f**ll  flhort  of  his  expuctationn,*  iin 
failed  not  only  to  yield  the  surplus  on  whi**h  ho  ba 
counted,  hut  to  pay  their  full  shares  to  the  creditor 
The  debts  unionnted  to  £^2,^1\  Is.  M.,  the  nssets  aj 
parently  to  little  more  than  j£7,000.  the  lands  produi 
ing  oEG.OOO.  What  bectime  of  hie  books,  wliich  were  le: 
to  Sir  John  Cinstable  and  must  have  contAined  tract 
of  his  n*ading,  we  do  not  know  ;  hut  very  few  appear  I 
have  survived.  His  inanuscripta  fiiitid  bett4?r,  the  gi-oati 
portion  having  been  entrusted  to  Dr.  Rawley ;  by  whoi 
they  were  edited — too  long  indeed  after  date  to  he  justl 
appreciated  by  a  new  gonc-r.aion  iu  an  altered  world, 
not  before  many  bad  gone  abroad  in  imperfect  shap 
but  can'fully  and  c<:inscientionaly.  and  from  autht: 
copies.  Others  which  had  been  left  to  Sir  William  Boi 
well,  and  were  by  him  committed  to  Isaac  Grutor,  wei 
less  fortunate  ;  and  some  (including  >is  I  suspect  all  tli 
corrected  copies  of  his  legal  work^  which  he  had  selc 
for  prescr\-ation)  appear  to  have  been  lost  altogctk 

1  "  Now  Vemlam,  good  man,  u  fn  bit  gnve, 

I  inuH  who  dislt  hfn  Houe«  ADd  Title  have} 

Tlu!  ftpnlioti* — lipecioo*  —  precious  reffctorie, 

Wbitli  co»t  &  vrorlJ  ot  wealtU  (so  gaith  Uie  itory); 

Tbcnw  )>etflIe-(»itveU  brnoke%  cTiipali<il  Uk«!i, 

Thirk  clad  with  couDtlius  i>bDli>ii  u(  tluckH  atKl  tlrokf*.'' 

Thr  Ui'*fM  Uhv^ffTii  ViHCt  fratntkt  VtiuU.   Load.  l4)M,  B,  j 

*  tioHiinibai7  w«*  conv^vtd  to  tnut«e«  fnr  Ibr  um:  of  8ir  Thmnoa  KUtf 

Iidnwif,  who  h»d  initrriri]  lb'' only  (nirYirlnjf  ilauf;lt(rr  Qf  tliiiy»n'»  Imlf-brot^ 

Nnlhani"!!;  »nA  afltr  hip>  .reailj  wii>  purchOMd  hy  Sir  lUrbntil*  Gnm^loOB,  w* 

iiiarrivtl  litA  widow.     Uut  Virruliim  Huutc,  In  tbo  cunstrurliim  uiid  ilrc«)rati(in  | 

wbkh  BodOa  bod  indtllgvd  ill  bis  Uitvs  without  rare  for  llie  cv>t,  —  aod  It  «ri 

Mtd  lo  have  coflt  blm  nio«  or  i«a  ihonHuid  pnundt,  — wn»  miU  forty  or  (1ft 

yt%n  after  "to  two  corpHitcn  fnr  finir  bondred,"  Um  value  uf  ih*  nMitvrlaii 

Bee  ^Mfrrev'«  J^m«. 
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^M  to  hftve  survived  only  in  tho  rough  dmfts.  But  upon  tbe 
^H  whole,  "that  flumble  part  of  hm  lUL'tnoiy  which  coiibIaUmI 
^M  in  his  works  ami  wrilings  "  may  be  «ud  to  have  beuii  well 
^P  pro\'ided  for,  and  to  have  descundcMJ  to  posterity  in  sound 
"  a»d  good  oundittuu;  with  Uie  great  udvmittige  of  a  pi>p- 
r  alar  reputation  which  hw  giveu  a  i>ertiiin  value  in  cmn- 

^H  mon  opinion  to  everything  which  liears  his  nain«.  Fur 
^^  he  waft  a  famous  man  already,  and  bia  fame  has  uv\^v 
fallen  into  the  shitdow ;  hia  name  ha«  always  been  known 
to  ovorybody  tut  that  of  ont"  whom  everybody  is  bound  to 
hold  in  high  esteem  as  a  phibjaopher,  a  scholar,  a  writer, 
a  HpL*akur,  a  tlunker,  aiul  altogether  a  great  and  wise 
man,  whose  opinions  (where  you  nan  be  sure  you  have 
his  rt'id  opiuitina)  ai-e  always  worth  knomngaml  ijudliiig. 
And  fin  woll  has  this  n^puLalion  eiidiiretl,  that  though 
his  right  to  it  haa  been  called  in  question  by  men  of  grtn^t 
ability  in  more  than  one  department,  the  questioners 
have  never  made  any  impression  upon  the  popular  judg- 
ment ;  not  BO  mnoh  beeause  people  know  how  to  answer 
beouuRe  they  are  nnt  dis|Xise<1  to  listen  to  them  ; 
x^ou'a  preeminenco  in  niattcre  iutelle*'tual  being  held 
to  be  one  of  the  settled  questioufl  in  the  world,  insomueh 
that  any  man  who  calls  it  in  dispute  commits  a  kind  of 
contempt  of  court,  —  the  t'4>urt  of  |>upuUr  opinion,  whieh 
has  jurisdiction  in  ffucb  caaea.  For  as  we  bebevw  in  U>e 
judgments  of  th"  CtHirts  of  Uvw  though  we  do  not  boar 
an<l  fouUl  not  understand  the  evidence  an<l  argument*, 
wa  believe  in  the  judgments  which  artt  pasded  upon 
mon  by  popular  acclamation^  though  we  are  nnt 
^^imlvea  in  a  condition  to  ji»ttfy  them.  This  is  fame, 
nd  (wi  far*)  it  cannot  be  denieil  that  wo  have  done  our 
Bt  to  show  gratitude  for  what  be  has  left  us. 
It  is  in  respect  to  that  otijer  part  of  hia  tiarne  and  mem- 
ory which  he  bequeathed  to  "  men's  charitable  specchia 
and  foreign  natirms,  aiul  tJie  next  iiges,"  that  ho  would 
have  been  most  painfully  disappointed  if  to  his  othor 
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misfortti Iters  hvai  UfHm  atldod  the  raisfortuoe  of  seeing  fur 
into  the  fntiuo.  Uji  ti*  the  day  whi'n  the  cliaT^e  of  cor- 
ruptkin  wHit  brongbt  aguinst  hint,  I  fiiucy  tliat  ho  luul 
tbouglil  iiiuisolff  in  his  dealings  witli  other  m«>D,  not  only 
tuiimpciLchuble  but  exemplary  :  a  faithful  and  diligiaot 
aurvant;  a  conBi(]enit<*.  and  indulgent  master;  a  8erviofr- 
abl(!  fnend ;  n  Bound  patriot,  always  moilituting  project! 
for  the  improvement  and  iidvancement  of  his  country  ;  an 
enthusiast  of  humanity,  paasiunatcly  ambitious  Ui  enlarge 
the  powers,  heal  the  diseases,  and  purify  tho  oooditiozi  of 
the  human  race;  in  debat(%  fair  and  courteous;  in  council, 
free>  cai'eful,  candid ;  anxions  that  all  things  sliould  be 
carried  with  due  t^onsideration  for  the  just  iiitertjsta  of  all 
parties  and  without  juHt  olTunse  to  any  ;  seeking  fur  htm- 
splf  scarcely  anything  except  work  and  the  wi^es  of  work 
which  he  was  well  able  to  do  and  which  he  did  wult ;  re- 
ceiving for  himself  nothing  but  what  was  freely  olTenKi, 
and  giving  more  freely  than  he  receiv<?ii ;  an  honuriible 
opponent-,  au  indulgent  censor,  a  faithful  reporter,  a  la- 
borious worker,  an  honest  and  uusellit>h  adviser,  an  ini* 
partial  tin<l  scrupulous  judge,  and  tilled  (as  himHctf  eouM 
best  witness)  with  tender  consideration  for  4lI1  sentient 
creatures;  —  such  being  the  ideal  to  which  he  had  aapircd, 
and,  as  he  imagine<l,  not  wholly  witlnmt  success,  mean- 
fidas  (in  its  modern  sensi*)  was  prcjbably  the  vyry  htat 
word  with  which  he  expected  his  name  to  bt;  ussociat«ii. 
And  to  have  foreseen  that  the  next  ages,  while  they  rx*- 
givrded  him  as  tho  meanest  would  nevertlu^h'ss  honor  him 
as  the  wisest  ;ind  brightest  of  mankind,  would  have  been 
to  him  the  very  reverse  of  consolation.  To  have  bei'n 
forgotten  altogether  would  have  been  nothing ;  to  be 
honored  in  that  way  was  to  be  perpetually  infamous; 
and  (what  was  still  worse)  it  could  not  but  dt^nuli*  the 
character  of  the  very  virtues  for  which  the  honor  was  to 
be  awarded.  The  wisdom  and  brightness  which  could 
lire  for  half  a  century  in  friendly  relations  with  oieau- 
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ucsa  iu  the  superlative  degi*ee  must  have  been  themselves 
luoan.  Ami  though  thi*  i-uneiicy  ot  a  quotable  lino  by  u 
popular  pi«5t  liutumt  be  taken  as  evidenie  of  thw  Borious 
judgfUL^t  of  pofiterity,  the  case  ia  iihaugcnl  when  it  comes 
to  bu  adopted,  expounded,  iimpliOed,  and  jii&t^lied  by 
popular  hiatorians  and  bioj^raphers.  Pope  was  merely 
preaching  morality  in  sparkling  couplets;  he  wanted  a 
nmne  to  jiuiiit  his  moral  with  ;  ami  if  be  onild  have 
thouglit  uf  iUtothei'  that  would  have  helped  him  Lu  a 
butter  rhyme,  he  wonld  no  doubt  liavo  preferred  it.  But 
when  Lord  Mueaulay,  as  the  result  of  an  elaborate*  his- 
toriual  and  biographical  inquiry^  described  Hacon  as  a 
miUi  who,  being  entrusted  with  the  higliest  gtlts  of 
Heaven,  habitually  abused  them  for  the  poorest  purpoaes 
of  ejirtli,  —  hired  tliera  out  for  guineas,  places,  and  titles, 
iji  the  service  of  injustice,  covetouHueAS,  and  upprejision,^ 
—  adding  that  he  (Lord  Macauhiy)  had  nevertheless  ^*no 
doubt  that  his  name  would  bn  name<l  with  reverence  to 
the  latuiit  agt!d  and  to  the  remotest  ends  of  the  civilized 
woi'hl/*  we  must  accept  the  responsibility  of  the  opinion 
if  we  allow  it  to  p:is8  without  a  protest.  If  the  biter  ages 
believe  his  description  of  the  man  to  be  correct,  I  hope 
for  my  own  part  that  they  will  not  name  the  name  of 
that  man  with  reverence;  it  would  bo  u  gross  abuse 
either  of  the  word  or  the  thing.  But  it  is  still  |><>ssi- 
ble  that  they  may  :idopt  a  diflerent  interpretation  of  the 
ebaraut<.'r. 

The  other  actions  on  which  Lord  Mac:iulay*«  int«r{)ro- 
tation  U  founded  have  been  fully  and  I  believe  correctly 
related:  and  (the  evidence  being  now  within  anybody'* 
reach)  they  must  be  left  to  produiic  their  own  impression. 
To  me,  so  fur  fron»  seeming  to  justify  his  theory  of  the 
character,  they  do  not  seem  to  be  reconcilable  with  it; 

>   lln  i^tun  wi  far  u  lo  miiln»sle  Ibat  U  ibe  iSBrcnM  »f  tke  Kboolmco  Mold 
b«vi  bmn  rvvrAn1«il  liv  "fi-p*,"  or  "pewractn,"  at  "rich  fuirtrkloiu,'*  Ue«m 
VOoJit  not  haro  bMu  «  ntvnncr  i»  riiilmwpU/, 
vuu  ti.  40 
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if  Bncon  had  \y**on  such  a  tnan  m  be  takes  him  for,  he 

%vouIi1  liiLve  lifted  differently  at  almost  every  crisis  wUicIi 
offered  him  ft  olinice.  Nor  do  I  b«liev»*  tktiL  they  would 
hAve  HUggvstod  such  a  theory  to  anybody*  wcro  it  cot  for 
the  disci-edit  wliioh  the  trfinsimctions  r«vt!iih*d  by  his  im- 
ptiaL^hint'Dt  threw  buek  uf>oii  ail  the  paas;iget4  of  hifi  life^ 
It  must  iieTeitholcffi  be  tulmitted  tliat  thoiw  tranam^tioiui 
alone  —  if  Ivortl  Mft»MiuIay'8  interprotatit-n  of  Uunn  be  ac- 
ccpti;d  in  ita  full  extent  —  would  deprive  his  name  of  ail 
title  to  anything  that  could  bo  properly  called  **  revei^ 
eiioe,**  his  nervices  in  the  field  of  philosophy  and  litera- 
ture notwitlmtiinding.  And  »s  all  turns  upon  the  ques- 
tion whetht.'r  his  ttffense  implied  the  i>ei'Ver8ion  of  jus- 
tiee  for  the  sake  of  rt^ward,  it  is  necessary  to  discuss  the 
gronnris  of  tlmt  interpretation  more  particularly. 

Bacon  udinitted  that  he  hud  mure  than  onoe  recvivod 
i\  prt*fient  from  a  snitor  whose  cause  was  not  concluded : 
that  the  act  onuld  not  lie  defended ;  that  it  amount4xl 
to  corruption,  and  deserved  jMrnisbment.  But  Ke  denied 
tlmt  111?  ba4l  ever  received  such  present  upon  any  Iv^rj^in 
OT  contract,  or  bad  ever  had  any  "  bribe  or  reward  in 
his  eye  or  thought  when  he  pronounced  any  seutence  or 
order.**  The  Varliamentiiry  sentence  he  allowed  to  hn 
both  just  and  fit;  but  he  alBrmud  at  the  8;inie  time  tliat 
he  had  bei>n  the  justest  judge  that  had  sate  in  Chanoery 
for  half  a  eentury. 

Lord  Macau  lay,  on  the  contrary,  represents  him  as 
"  practicing  corruption  on  a  lar^  acale  ;  '*  as  **  hiiving 
many  agents  looking  out  In  different  quarters  for  prey  ;  " 
as  employing  in  this  service  '*  jackals"  and  "decoy*;"  as 
making  "  private  bargains  "witli  suitors  as  to  tJie  amount 
of  their  presents :  and  in  fact  fts  selling  judgments  bv 
thif  hnndretl.' 

The  diffi^rence  is  not  only  large  but  vital ;  the  queje^ 
tion  is,  which  are  we  to  believe  ? 

)  '*  Tko  huttJrtdt  who  haet  pot  tehal  tkt§  ftiid/oran  quwL*'  "Lord  Its- 
coiif*'  by  Thomat  Batilo^oD  M«cialftjr. 


1118  OFFENSES   ACCORDOIO  TU  liACAULAV. 


627 


I 
I 


On  the  principle  of  giving  the  accused  party  tlif  Imn- 
efit  of  the  doubt,  it  would  be  enough  pf*r1mps  to  any  tiuit 
before  we  believe  such  a  charge  we  ought  to  be  able 
to  show  some  ground  for  it.  Bacon,  tis  we  have  seen, 
privately  denied  it :  and  if  he  did  not  deny  it  publicly, 
that  may  be  Butliciently  accounted  for  by  the  fact  thut  it 
was  never  publicly  made.  No  accusation  to  that  effect 
ia  implied  in  any  of  the  articles  which  he  was  required  to 
iLUBWHr.  They  state  merely  that  the  pre»entft  had  been 
taken,  but  say  nothing  of  any  contract,  condition,  or  un- 
just judgment.  That  no  evidence  can  l>e  produced  from 
which  we  should  be  obliged  to  conclude  that  some  of 
these  presents  must  have  l)een  given  an<!  received  with  an 
undentanding  that  tli«  t^iLse  shouhi  gu  in  hivor  of  the 
giver>  it  is  indeed  impossible  to  say.  Hut  until  it  is  pro- 
duced, I  do  not  see  why  we  should  believe  it. 

But  1  am  myself  prepared  to  go  a  little  further.  I 
think  I  see  rejisons  why  we  should  not  believe  it.  The 
nbsemHi  of  all  evidence  that  Bacon's  decrees  were  unjust, 
coupled  with  the  consideration  that  evidence  could  hardly 
have  boon  wonting  if  they  were,  makes  it  in  my  opini'm 
exti-emuly  itnpmbahlu  that  they  were  bought.  It  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  «inly  suitors  who  attt,>nipted 
to  gain  tlu'ir  causes  by  bribery  were  those  whose  cauMi 
were  good.  If  many  decrees  were  bought,  some  must 
have  lw>en  unjust.  N<iw  by  every  unjust  decree,  if  one 
man  *'  got  what  he  had  paid  for,"  anotlier  lost  what  he 
was  entitled  to.  Every  man  so  aggrieved  hwl  some  mean* 
of  redress,  and  a/tfr  liaron'a  coitviction.  he  must  have 
had  every  encour;igeuieut  and  advunt^ige  in  pursuing  it; 
for  the  practice  of  uorruption  being  admitted,  the  pr*^ 
$Ufnptif)ti  would  bo  against  the  jndgmpnt.  How  many, 
then,  of  Bacon's  decrees  were  apj^'aled  agtiinst  ?  and  nf 
these  how  many  were  reversed  ?  If  none  or  few,  how  can 
we  believe  that  he  had  snld  ihvMn  by  tlie  hundred?  If 
tiKiny,  where  ;»r«  tliev  '.'    Reversals  of  decrees  in  Chancery 
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must  lie  rfCtinU'i]  somewhere  ;  and  yot  (exc**pt  a  some 
what  looflt'  nssortion  in  u  mHniis<:n]»t  of  Lord  Chief  JiiH 
tice  liale's, pubUHhcd  by  llni'^rave)  1  ciui  fiiul  no  ni«ntiui 
of  any  such  reversals  anywhere.  Lord  H»Ie,  it  is  truf 
in  tracinfj  the  origin  of  the  juriadiL-Uon  of  the  Lorda  ii 
ri'VuRiing  vijuity  decrees,  inontionB  the  centiuro  of  Bucoi 
"  for  many  ciucrces  made  upon  most  y;nisa  bribery  am 
corruption,"  —  wordb  sutticienlly  jiibtitied  by  the  toi 
of  the  Heuteuce  and  aubniiasion,  and  grounded  prol 
upon  nothuig  more,  — "  iuid  Lhls,"  he  adds,  "gave 
H  discredit  and  brand  to  the  decn-eti  tlms  obtained, 
tJittj/  were  eafily  set  aside^  and  made  way  in  the  Parlia 
meut  of  3  Car.  I,  for  the  like  attempts  against  decrees  tniul< 
by  other  Chimcelloi-s."*  Now  that  tlie  deiirees  unule  \y 
Bacon  upon  the  c;ides,  in  which  preaente  were  admitted 
to  have  boon  received  were  thereby  dis«:M-e(iited,  we  ma^ 
safely  conclude  :  the  presumption,  -ss  I  said,  would  o 
course  be  against  tliem  ;  and  if  by  **  eiisily  set  a.side  **  h 
meant  nnly  that,  thfir  autliority  bfing  h>st,  the  rijjht  o 
ap|Xfal  ajruinst  them  wa»  easily  admitted  (^aud  such  nia; 
very  well  be  the  meaning,  for  this  ia  the  point  whici 
Hah^  was  cfmsideiing),  I  can  eiisUy  beltevc  that  als<».  Bii 
if  he  means  that  they  were  easily  revei*Bed  on  appeal 
that  is,  that  many  of  them  were  reversMl,  I  sUU  iiaI 
where  the  evidence  is.  Male  is  so  great  an  authority 
that  —  though  manuscripts  not  published  or  left  for  pul 
lication  by  the  writer  are  to  be  received  with  caution,  a 
probably  containing  some  luose  sn^estions  which  he  in 
tended  to  verify  at  more  leisure — any  tuss+^rtion  of  hie 
well  worth  inquiry.  But  lie  was  a  boy  when  theeo  tht| 
li;ippetied.  He  was  writing,  it  would  srem.  after 
RcHlomtiun.  His  infurmatiun,  so  far  as  it  rests  u|K»n  hi 
personal  knowledge  and  judgment,  must  have  been  de 
rived  from  docunients  which  were  then,  and  should  b 
still,  uccessilile.  Where  are  we  to  look  for  tht^e  *' 
nients  ?     From  the  passage  I  have  quoted,  1  yUould 
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been  led  to  look  iu  the  records  of  tlie  pn^ci^tugA  of  the 
House  of  Lords :  for  he  ia  ohviousty  s|K'iikingof  rnvorsaU 
of  decrees  in  Chaiioery  *'  by  rni  itiheront  originul  jurisdic- 
tion '*  in  tliat  houAe ;  wliich  jurisdiction»  he  tells  us,  had 
its  rise  u{Kin  three  occasions :  the  tirst  being  this  ciumj  of 
Bacod,  whose  decrees  being  made  u[>on  bribfi'y  and  cor- 
ruption, \vi're  **e4iaily  set  iiside  "  and  niadu  way  for  "the 
like  atleinptii"  wweu  or  eight  years  after;  and  this  woidd 
certiiinly  load  one  to  8Up|>ose  that  Uacou's  decrees  were 
set  aside  by  tii<]  House  uf  Lords  iu  virtue  of  this  supposed 
original  jurisdiction*  and  to  look  in  the  Lorda^  Journals 
for  tmces  of  them. 

Hut  the  next  page  seems  to  make  this  inquiry  super- 
6uous;  fur  there  lie  tells  us  that  he  "could  never  yet  see 
any  precetlent"  —  he  does  not  say  any  other,  but  any 
precedent  —  **  of  such  proceeding  in  the  Linds'  Housii  of 
greater  antiquifi/  than  3  Oar,  L  "  And  how  could  tliot 
be  if  it  was  by  them  that  "many  of  Bacon's  doereos  hiid 
been  easily  set  aside  "  ? 

Mon'over,  tbat  Halo  bad  seen  no  records  of  such  pr»>- 
ceeditiga  (i]>on  Uacou's  decrees  is  made  still  clearer  by 
ibe  puss:^  which  immediately  follows ;  — 

"  I  fthsll  now"  he  prooeeiis,  "show  wiint  was  the  frtt  attempt 
,ting  op  Litis  jadstliclioo  in  the  Lordt*'  (louse,  and  what  sue- 
Uhod. 

**  Before  tbe  Pui-liamont  of  IS  Jac.,  whon  the  Ixiid  Chnncellor 
Bacon  wai  centred  fur  cornipiion.  \\w  counte  for  raversal  of  de- 
crees  waf^  —  mihor  by  petition  to  the  Khtg  and  tliereupon  a  uom- 
mission  i»Aue>d  Uf  uxutuint:  tlie  decrett  and  |irueee(1ing».  wheruof 
there  ure  koiuo  proceilenta ;  or  eUe  to  sot  it  luide  hy  act  of 
Purliauient ;  and  sucb  was  tlie  proceediug  of2C  Mali  21  Jac.  for 
reversing  a  decree  for  the  felt-makcre  and  soum  others  about 
that  lime.** 

This  proceeding  (I  should  observe)  appears  in  the 
Commons*  Joiirnuls;  but  I  cannot  gatlicr  from  the  notes 
by  whom  the  decree  in  question  was  nnwio.      H<nvpv.^r,  it 
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was  not  one  of  those  upon  which  Bacon  had  been  charged 
with  corruption. 

"  But  even  iu  these  latter  Parhamenta  in  King  Jameses  time, 
the  reversal  of  decnies  by  the  inherent  power  of  the  Lords' 
House  was  either  not  known,  or  so  uew  that  it  was  secirce  ad- 
ventured upon  by  the  Lordt^^  ^ 

And  he  then  goes  on  to  relate  the  proceedings  upon 
an  appeal  against  a  decree  made,  not  by  Bacon,  but  by 
Bishop  WilliiiDiB,  who  succeeded  him. 

If  therefore  any  of  Bacon's  decrees  were  reversed,  it 
was  not  (so  far  as  Hale  could  discover)  by  the  House  of 
Lords  ;  but  must  have  been  either  by  act  of  Parliament, 
or  by  the  King's  commission.  Yet  in  the  table  of  con- 
tents to  the  Statutes  at  Large  a  list  is  given  of  the  titles 
of  private  acta ;  and  I  have  searched  in  vain  there  for 
traces  of  any  such  reversals.  From  the  Commons'  Jour- 
nals I  find  indeed  that  about  the  time  of  his  fall  several 
bills  for  tiic  reversal  of  decrees  in  Chancery  were  brought 
in ;  but  I  cannot  find  that  any  one  of  them  reached  a 
third  reading.  I  find  also  that  about  three  years  later 
another  bill  of  the  same  kind,  and  one  which  very  nearly 
touches  the  point  in  question,  was  brought  in  ;  namely, 
"  An  act  to  avoid  a  decree  procured  indirectly  and  by 
corruption  between  the  Lord  and  Lady  Wharton,  etc., 
and  Edward  Willoughby,  Esquire."  It  was  read  a  first 
time  on  the  13th  of  March,  1623-24 ;  and  this  was  one  of 
the  cases  in  which  a  present  had  been  received  by  Bacon, 
pendente  lite.  If  this  bill  had  passed,  therefore,  it  would 
have  been  one  case  in  point.  But  I  cannot  trace  it  be- 
yond the  second  reading,  and  no  such  title  is  to  be  found 
among  the  private  acts.  I  conclude  therefore  that  it  did 
not  pass  ;  and  if  so,  the  fact  tells  the  other  way. 

1  The  JuHsiliction  of  the  Lord*'  floiise,  or  Parliament,  considered  according 
to  Ancient  Records.  By  Lord  t'liief  J  tistice  Hnle.  To  which  is  prefixed  by  the 
editor,  Francis  llargravc,  Ei>q.,  an  introductory  preface,  including  a  narrative 
of  the  same  jurisdiction  from  the  accession  of  James  the  First.  London,  17M, 
|i.  105. 
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^V  Another  faot  which  I  cuimot  well  reconcile  with  tlus 
^M  suppoeitioQ  that  many  of  iiacou's  devreus  were  reverstnl 
^^  ill  this  way  is  supplied  by  h  noU?  of  his  own,  sot  tiown 
^^  ;ibout  the  uud  of  thu  yeur  1(522.  It  oucura  in  u  aheet  of 
^B  memoranda  for  a  conversation  with  Buckingham 'a  mother, 
^^  and  runs  thus:  *'  You  may  observe  that  h»st  Parliament," 
—  meaning  tlie  session  which  conuneuwd  oh  the  14th  of 
November  and  ended  on  the  18tU  of  December,  1621, — 
^*  though  an  high-coming  Parliaraenc,  yet  not  a  petition^ 
>  not  a  clamor,  not  a  mothn,  not  a  mention  of  me/* 

Upon  this  pt>int  therefore  the  records  of  Parliament 
tell  distinctly  and  almost  decisively  in  Bncoji's  favor. 
They  show  that  the  eircuniBtiinces  of  his  conviction  did 
enconrngo  suitors  to  attempt  to  get  his  decrees  set  aside  ; 
that  s«vt;ral  such  attt^npts  were  mad*?,  but  tliat  they  all 
failed  ;  ther«*by  strongly  confirming  the  popular  traditiou 
reporteil  by  Aubrey,  "His  favoritea  took  bribes:  but 
bis  Lonlsliip  always  gave  judgniotit  Htvrundurn  ffqiium  tt 
bonum*  His  decrees  in  Chancery  stand  firm.  Tliere  jire 
f  fewer  of  bis  decrees  revei*sed  than  of  any  other  Chan- 
I  cellor." 

If  on  the  other  hand  they  were  reversed  by  a  commis- 
[siou  appointed  for  the  purpose,  we  must  surely  have  hud 
I  some  news  of  it.  Yet  I  cannot  supi>oso  that  eitluT  Hale 
j  himself  or  his  editor,  wliu  prefaces  the  tract  with  im  ulab- 
[•orato  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  bad  heard  of  any 
such  pruct.'eding.  They  could  not  but  have  mentioned  it 
if  they  lia<l. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  I  may  conclude 
i  either  tlmt  the  decrees  inontioiicd  by  I^rd  Halo  were 
^considered  as  ip»o  fact^f  sot  iisidu  by  tho  aduiiasiou  uf 
[corruption  (which  oould  hardly  be,  and  even  if  it  wen» 
could  not  bo  taken  to  prove  more  than  is  ailmitted  in  ttte 
I  confvjwiou),  or  that  Ini  used  the  words  ImwHly,  uifauing 
^ooly  that  they  were  easily  allowed  to  be  called  in  ques^ 
^  tion  (which  might  be  true,  aud  yet  upon  question  they 
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might  all  be  found  just),  or,  lastly,  that  he  was  speakinf 
without  book.  And  either  way  I  may  still  ask.  Where  ii 
the  evidence  of  justice  perverted?  Till  some  evideno 
is  produced  to  that  effect,  T  may  still  believe  Bacon's  owi 
judgment  upon  his  own  case  to  be  true.  He  expressed  ii 
on  two  occasions ;  privately  indeed,  but  clearly  and  un 
equivocally.  The  first  was  in  his  letter  to  Buckingham 
written  from  the  Tower  on  the  Blst  of  May,  1621 ;  ii 
wliich,  after  entreating  him  to  procure  his  discharge  atk 
not  let  him  die  in  that  disgraceful  place,  iie  proceeds :  — 

"And  when  I* am  dead,  he  is  gone  that  was  always  ii 
I  one  tenor,  a  true  and  perfect  servant  to  his  master,  anc 

one  that  was  never  author  of  any  immoderate,  no  noi 
unsafe,  no  (I  will  say  it)  not  unfortunate  counsel ;  anc 
one  that  no  temptation  could  ever  make  other  than  e 
trusty  and  honest  and  thrice-loving  friend  to  your  Lord- 
ship ;  and,  howsoever  I  acknowledge  the  sentence  just 
and  for  reformation's  sake  fit,  the  justest  Chancellor  thtu 
hath  been  in  the  Jive  changes  since  Sir  Nicolas  Bacon  t 
tijne:'  ^ 

This  was  written  in  the  season  of  his  deepest  distress 
The  other  occasi(m  T  cannot  date.  But  J  take  the  words 
to  express  his  deliberate  judgment,  imparted  to  the  con- 
fidential finends  of  his  latter  days  ;  imparted  privately, 
and  (it  would  almost  seem)  under  some  injunction  tc 
keep  it  private  :  for  Dr.  Rawley,  wiiose  affectioinite  rev 
erence  preserved  tlie  recortl,  took  tiie  precaution  to  writt 
it  in  a  cipher,  and  never  published  or  alluded  to  it  ii 
print.  It  is  found  in  a  commonplace  book,  begun  ap- 
])arently  soon  after  Bacon's  death  and  containing  memo- 
randa of  varif)us  kinds,  —  most  of  them,  especially  in  tlu 
earlier  part,  I'elating  to  him  and  his  works.  The  firsi 
few  pages  are  filled  almost  entirely  with  apophthegms 
two  or  three  of  which  are  written  in  a  kind  of  simph 
1  Above,  p.  518. 
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cipher,  the  Greek  cluinicter  being  used  for  the  conaonanto, 
and  the  6r8t  livo  numerals  for  the  vnw^^la;  the  rest  in 
R;iwioy'8  iisnnl  hund.  Opptwite  to  nmny  of  thoni  ia  writ- 
ten **Btet,"  with  II  number  AfiiYed;  which  nteuna  do 
doubt  that  th^y  wen;  to  hv  inchiHed  in  the  collection  of 
Bacon's  npoplithegms  wbiuh  were  itftenvanU  prinlu^  in 
the  second  edition  of  the  **  UesuBcitatio.**  At  the  top  of 
the  first  piige  stands  this  sentence,  written  in  th^'  riphcr 
and  not  marked  or  numbered;  a  sentence  which  J  sup- 
pose Hitwh^'V  had  been  forbidden  to  publish,  but  could  not 
allow  to  pensh :  — 

**  I  was  the  jnstest  judge  that  was  in  En^litnd  these 
fifty  years.  But  it  w;i3  the  justest  censure  in  Purliument 
that  WHS  these  two  hundred  years.*' 

Now  if  instead  of  Lord  Mncaulay'a  view  of  the  caae  the 
kter  ages  shMtiUl  adopt  Baron's  own  (and  althnii^h  ho 
wns  a  [Kirty  so  deeply  intei-ested,  I  rejUly  believe  it  to  be 
much  the  more  impartial  of  the  two,  selfdovo  in  n  mind 
wliich  findft  itjt  highest  plejisiire  in  knowinj;  and  believiujj 
the  tnitli  beiuy  far  less  faud  to  fairness  of  judj^ment  than 
the  love  of  rhetorical  effect  in  a  mind  rhetorically  dis- 
posnd),  thoy  will  escape  the  other  difHculties,  and  wttli- 
out  r^'fusing  to  believe  anything  to  his  dlsad vantage  of 
which  there  ia  (uiy  pretense  of  proofs  they  may  never- 
thelejw  "  name  his  name  with  reverence."  as  that  of  a 
man  to  bo  respeete*!  for  his  moral,  as  well  as  itdmin*d  for 
his  intellvotnal,  qnolitiea.  For  if  his  acts  of  corruption 
did  not  invnlve  injtisltee  or  oppression  to  either  party, 
whether  in  the  fonn  of  extortion  or  deception  or  fnUo 
judgment,  they  were  nets  ci^npatible,  not  indeed  with  the 
hightut  monO  condition,  —  for  a  mure  aeusitive  ntortilitv 
joined  with  so  clear  a  judgment  wnuld  have  started  at 
anri  shrunk  from  them,  —  but  certainly  with  a  /i/yA  con- 
dition of  :dl  the  other  mond  virtues.  A  man  might  be 
guilty  of  thorn,  and  yet  be  just  and  br.iie  and  tempenito 
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and  truthful  and  patient  and  diligent  and  generous  a 
liberal  and  unselfiah;  he  miglit  have  *^  bowels  of  m 
cies,  kindiU'Bs,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness,  long  w 
fering ;  "  he  might  be  forbearing  and  forgiving,  with( 
"  bitterness  or  wrath  or  anger  or  clamor  or  evil  speaki 
or  malice ;  ^'  he  might  be  a  man  who  '^  fulfilled  the  lai 
by  loving  his  neighbor  as  himself.  I  could  feel  reap* 
for  the  moral  condition  of  such  a  man,  though  I  thou^ 
that  in  some  things  he  had  been  negligent,  thoughtle 
or  faulty,  just  as  I  can  feel  respect  for  the  intellect  of 
man  who  is  wise  in  most  things,  though  he  may  h:i 
made  mistakes  in  some.  And  it  is  surely  possible  to  a 
ceive  gifts  both  given  and  taken,  —  even  between  suii 
and  judge  while  the  cause  is  proceeding,  —  without  a 
thought  of  perverting  justice  either  in  the  giver  or  t 
taker.  In  every  suit  both  sides  are  entitled  to  favoral 
consideration,  —  that  is,  to  the  attention  of  a  mind  op 
to  see  all  that  makes  in  their  favor,  —  and  favorable  cc 
sideration  is  all  that  the  giver  need  be  suspected  of  < 
deavoring  to  bespeak,  or  the  receiver  of  engaging  to  1 
stow.  The  suitor  almt^t  always  believes  his  cause  to 
just,  though  he  is  not  always  so  sure,  and  in  those  da 
had  not  always  reason  to  be  so  sure,  that  its  merits  woi 
be  duly  considered,  if  the  favorable  attention  of  the  jvid 
were  not  sjiecially  attracted  to  them  ;  and  though  t 
judge  was  rightly  forbidden  to  lay  himself  under  an  ol 
gatioii  to  either  party,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
other  offices  of  dignity  and  in  all  the  gentlemanly  p 
fessions,  gifts  of  exactly  the  same  kind —  fees,  not  fix 
by  law  or  deiined  as  to  amount  by  custom  or  recoveral 
as  debts,  but  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  suitor,  client, 
patient — were  in  those  days  the  ordinary  remunerati 
for  official  or  professional  services  of  all  kinds.  It  ^ 
not  thought  gentlemanly  to  bargain  about  terms  or  c 
mand  payment.  The  great  man  merely  received  fre< 
what  wiis  assumed  to  be  freely  given.     Lord  Treasui 
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Burghley  saw  no  impropriety  in  accepting  a  parse  with  a 
hundred  ^tineas  in  it  from  a  bishop  who  felt  thankful  to 
him  for  fuitU«miice  in  obt^iining  his  byiDpnc.  1  du  not 
suppose  that  his  eon  Hol>ert  thought  it  wroug  to  receive 
"the  X40  which  Mr.  Downing  promisetl  bim  for  his 
fnendahip  *'  in  the  '*  Becclcs  ciiune :  "  that  is,  for  moving 
his  father  **for  his  good  and  lawful  favor  in  tlie  Corpo- 
ration's Irfhalf/*  and  so  bringing  the  cause  to  a  good  end. 
And  when  Loi-d  Treasurer  Suffolk  was  questioned  in  the 
Star  Chamber  for  having  (among  other  things)  taken 
money  for  favor  in  transactions  with  the  Treasury,  the 
charge  was  not  for  taking  the  money  simply,  but  for  tak- 
ing it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  payment  of  the 
money  u  condition  of  di'sputohing  tlie  business.  Tlie  law 
otiicers  of  tlje  crown  derived,  I  fancy,  a  considerable  part 
of  their  income  from  New-ycar'a  gifts  and  other  gratui- 
ties prescnttnl  tu  them  boUi  by  iudividualH  and  cori)ora- 
tioua  whom  their  ollio*  gave  them  opportunities  of  oblig- 
ing; nor  would  the  acceptance  of  those  gratuities  have 
been  iniputefl  iu»  a  fault  ho  long  as  they  wert?  not  em- 
ployed as  inducements  to  some  unlawful  act — some  neg- 
lect or  violation  of  duty.  The  practice*w:ts  a  luid  one, 
and  in  the  ^*Now  Atlantis"  it  was  furbidden.'  But  it 
was  the  practii>e  in  Kngland  up  to  James  the  First's  time 
at  least;  and  the  traces  of  it  are  still  legible  in  the  pre»- 
ent  state  of  the  law  with  regurd  U»  f»*es  ;  for  I  believe  it 
is  stiU  true  tlmt  the  law  will  not  help  eitltcr  the  barrister 
or  tiie  physician  to  recover  an  unpaid  fee,  the  professions 
l>eing  too  libend  to  miike  eliai^es,  s*!nd  in  bills,  or  give 
receipts,  or  do  anything  but  Uikf  the  money.  In  Baoun's 
.line,  thoreforet  almost  all  the  men  who  rose  to  be  judgM 

i  "  And  when  we  offtnit  him  kmiw  piitoleU,  he  nniUn^  Mid  :  *  n«  miut  not 
t)«  twice  p»i(l  for  one  latmr  | '  metniun  tu  t  Take  ll)  Umt  bo  bud  aiUry  fuffl* 
clant  tif  Ui«  tuite  tttr  hit  fcnrlcs.  Fur  (u  t  mtitr  Irarutii)  they  cull  an  ufOccf 
(hat  Ukcth  reward*,  twice  paid,"  '■  Wo  ofiennl  lir'iit  aUo  »om«  twviity  pistuWu  i 
l)ul  he  imlted,  and  ontv  tald,  '  Wliat  7  twice  paid  I  '"  —  Stw  Athntu.  Worta, 
vol.  t..pt.  II.,  pp.9U,  Ml. 
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hud  probnbly  been  iiooufitomed  in  the  oourae  of  their  prtv 
fe!4»i(>tial  career  to  tliis  kintl  uf  irri*g»lHr  tnhutf  ;  and  iio 
attorney  general  tninjtfeiTc*!  to  the  wixilrtftck,  seeing  noth- 
ing nnnsual  in  it,  might  the  more  easily  overlook  the  im- 
propriety. Indeed,  in  any  man  of  tlie  timu  except  Ba- 
con himaelf»  such  overeight  would  hardly  huve  flnrpnaed 
me:  it  was  not  much  more  than  neglecting  to  disturb u 
conyenient  arrangement  to  wliich  he  had  always  been  ae- 
oustoinc^.  But  I  shuald  liave  expect^sd  Bacon  to  Imvu 
considered  it,  and  to  hare  seen  beforehand  all  the  objec- 
tions to  the  practice  wliioh  he  saw  so  cleArly  na  soon  w 
he  was  called  upon  to  justify  it. 

Among  the  many  lessons  snggastod  for  our  instruction 
by  this  tragic  hiatory,  —  and  to  those  who  can  believe  with 
me  that  to  improve  the  condition  of  mankind  in  general 
and  his  own  country  in  particular  wiis  the  ruling  pusaion 
of  Bacon's  Ufe,  there  am  l>e  no  tragedy  more  profoundly 
|«vtheti«.',  —  there  is  one  which  is  so  rarely  needed  that  it 
may  b«i  nasily  overlooked,  and  yet  is  of  bo  great  impor- 
tance to  those  who  do  need  it  —  of  whom  Bacon  was  «f- 
tainly  one — that  it  deserves  to  be  made  oonspieaoui. 
And  thia  is,  to  beware  of  undervaluing  the  jiossesBion  of 
money  when  tlu;  poseiesiiion  of  money  means  independence 
Wisur  for  others  than  for  hintselft  ho  could  represent  to 
Villiers  the  im(X)rlance  of  having  an  income  above  hisai- 
jwiiditure,  and  could  put  it  upon  the  true  ground,  namely. 
that  he  might  be  in  a  condition  •*  to  despise  money  when 
it  cros8e<!  reason  of  state  or  virtue."  And  if  the  niirrow- 
ness  of  his  own  income  during  the  Brst  half  of  his  life  had 
ma<ltf  him  u  saver  instead  of  a  borrower,  and  (leaving  hii 
disposition  otherwise  unaltered)  had  taught  him  to  kvep 
and  invest,  to  be  spuriiig  lu  expense,  to  look  closely  afier 
his  dues,  and  to  require  etrict  ticcounts  from  his  servant** 
he  would  probably  have  left  to  posterity  an  unspotted 
name.     Putting  a  higher  valun  upon  money,  he  woaM 
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piinve  been  more  c»ri*ful  whence  it  came  :  and  the  p<i8se»- 
BiiiU  of  an  imlepeiidtmt  fortune  would  liave  enabled  him 
always  in  cbooao  tho  conditions  of  Borvicp  niid  fnllow  the 
couL'se  whuJi  he  liked  best.      Uiifortiinattily  the  continual 
deUiuive  encourage  men  ta  by  which  in  his  parly  yeam  Eliai- 
ftbetb  retained  him  in  her  Berrice  made  boiTik\vinf^  seem 
[justitiablu   for  the  time,  even  a^  a  matter  of  thrift  and 
jirudunco,  and  at  tht?  siiine  time  made  lenders  «asy  to  find 
I  and  to  deal  witli.      Thuii  ho  contracted  a  liabit  of  br>rrow- 
I  ing  upon  internst,  of  which  it  secinn  he  never  could  cure 
himftelf,  even  when  his  income  was  ample  for  hiH  wanta; 
»nd   to  this   expensive  way  of   supplying    himself    with 
I  money  waa  added  not  only  a  rery  easy  liberality  in  tlie 
(sjjending,  but  a  cjirelcasnoss  in  the  keeping  of  it,  which 
.would  be  liardly  credible  if  we  did  not  know  how  ex- 
tremely difHcult  it  is  to  some  men  to  call  an  inferior  to 
[acij'iunt  for  offenses  against  themselves.     If  the  eloriea 
I  told  ar*9  true,  his  money  was  kept  in  drawers  from  whioh 
I  liis  servatitjs  could  help  thenisplves  at  will.     In  tho  year 
Hioi.  a  botiUflcllerfl  boy  hi^ard  some  gentlemen  tidking 
^ia  iiis  niiu(tur'»  shop  ;  one  of  them,  a  gray-hea^led  mao, 
describing  a  scene  which  he  had  himself  witnessed 
'at  Gorhumbury,      Ho  htid  gont?  to  see  the  Litrd  Clnmcel- 
lor  on  business,  who  i'eceivt^d  him  in  hta  study,  and,  hav- 
ing uucasiun  to  go  out,  left  him  there  for  n  while  alone. 
'•  Whilst  his  lysrdship  was  gone,  there  comes/*  he  said, 
'•'•  into  the  study  one  of   his  Lordship's  gentlrmcn,  and 
[opena  my  Lord*a  chest  of  drawers  when^in  his  money  was, 
and  takes  it  out  in  handfuls  and  fills  both  his  pockcta, 
luid  goes  awiiy  without  s-ayiiig  iiiiy  word  to  me.     He  wnfl 
i  liij  sooner  goiw  bat  comes  a  second  gentleman,  opens  lIu| 
'  Biune  dniwers,  fills  both  his  porkels  with  money,  and 
away  as  tho  farmer  did.  without  speaking  a  word  to  n 
[Bacon,  being  told  when  lie  came  back  what  had  {uuMied  in 
■B  absence,  merely  **  shook  his  liKid  ;  and  all  thut  h<' 
^n» '  Sir.  I  cannot  lielp  myself.'  **    This,  it  is  true,  i^ 
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the  recolloction  in  1691  of  n  converantioti  orerhenrd  by  a 

shop-lwiy  in  165.%  relating  tn  a  matt^^r  which  tr»>k  pWtv 
not  latvr  than  11)20  ;  and  as  he  kimtv  nothing  uhduc  nny 
of  the  piirtii'S,  it  does  not  rank  high  as  evidence.  But  it 
is  n<:*vprtli(*]t*S9  told  so  niitnmlly,  and  tho  answer  a»rnh- 
uted  to  IJacon  stwms  so  much  more  likely  to  havw  been 
reroembi-red  thiin  invented,  that  I  inclina  for  mj  own 
part  to  b«4ieve  the  story;  ihoiigh  I  cannot  accept  thft  re- 
lator's cnniment,^  to  whom  Hm-on's  mannnr  of  receiving 
the  information  appejirpd  ho  fttrango  that  he  thought  his 
servHutH  must  have  had  some  niyatevioiis  powor  over  him. 
Had  that  been  the  ranp,  I  can  hjirdly  think  lliat  hn  would 
have  betrayed  it  so ;  it  would  have  been  so  easy  to  [luss 
it  off  as  a  thinjif  done  with  his  kmnvledg**  and  approbji- 
tion  ;  whereas,  if  it  was  only  a  mournful  ai'knowhMl^m*Mit 
of  an  Infirmity  which  he  was  conscious  ot  but  eould  not 
conquer,  tlie  manner  of  it  was  quitn  natural,  and  tlu« 
only  thiny  dilhctdt  to  understiind  is  ihu  degruti  uf  the  in- 
firmity. In  lesser  degrees  none  is  more  common,  but 
carried  to  tliis  oxttnit  it  ciirtaiuly  draws  hard  uptm  tb»*, 
powt*r  of  bt*licf.  And  yet  we  Imvu  had  since  a  very  con- 
spicuous instance  of  the  very  same  infirmity  exhibited 
in  a  degree  scarcely  leas  excessive,  by  a  man  of  as  gnmt 
a  spirit,  as  capable  a  mind,  a  far  more  imperious  will, 
an  earlier  training  in  the  government  and  management 
of  men,  in  the  nJmioiBtralion  of  great  afTairs,  and  cspi*- 
cially  in  the  raising  an<l  liusbanHing  of  moin^y;  a  man  n-tt 
brought  up  in  any  wasteful  habits  or  troubletl  with  nny 
expensive  tastes ;  a  younger  son,  of  habits  ex Iremety  re- 
tired and  Htudi'Mi8,  who,  having  eut^Ted  life  with  a  scanty 
provision  of  X;^00  a  year,  and  meant  to  make  a  fortune 
at  the  Bar,  fiamd  himsrlf  Itefon*  hc»  was  Ixventy-five  in 
possession  of  an  othcial   incnme,  wholly  a|t[)lii-aiOt*  to  his 

I  "  til!  ilid  igice  wtth  tbem  In  thoir  0)tmioD  n(  my  I«M  Bamni  bat  mj 
Lonl  )m<I  n  faiill,  wliitever  it  wu  \w  cnuld  not  toll.  Ititt,  Mtlb  \w,  I  my^aelf/' 
ttc.  anil  Uicn  followi  ib«  nKiiy. 
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private  purpoaea,  of  moro  thi^n  twenty  times  theaninnnt; 
and  at  tbo  sivine  time  to  a  ixisitiou  in  tlie  state  which 
placed  at  lii:*  disi^tsal  for  public  purposes  the  whole  wealth 
ot  the  nation ;  a  man  so  seusible  of  the  imjKjrtance  and 
tenacious  of  tlie  reputation  of  pvouniary  independence 
It  no  pi*e88ure  of  euib-ari'assrnent  wniild  induce  him  to 
accept  help  either  fi*om  the  city  of  London  or  from  the 
Ktu^  tiiiiiHt'ir^  ttinugli  pressed  ujkju  hitn  by  iHtth  in  the 
must  liberal  and  delicate  mauner, —  who  was  noverttipt(>sH 
<»)rope]]ed  to  a.ccept  during  hia  lift;,  from  private  friends, 
a  sum  of  X10,000,  to  clear  him  of  debt,  aud  yet  left  at 
his  death  other  debts  to  lliu  anumnt  uf  j£40,000,  which 
was  paid  to  hift  exeoutom  by  Parliament,  because  hia  *»■ 
tate  atTorded  no  means  of  defraying  them,  and  with  noth- 
ing to  show  for  it  cxcupt  an  enormous  and  unjustiliable 
expenditure  in  the  servants*  hall.  It  seemH  impossible  to 
account  for  the  condition  of  William  Pitt's  private  affairs 
durin*^  his  life  and  at  his  death  except  by  6vstem:itio  dis- 
honesty in  some  of  the  people  about  him  ;  or  for  hia  con- 
tiittting  BO  lotig  to  endure  it,  except  by  some  invinnble 
disincUnaUon  to  let  it  be  investigated  and  deteet<-<l.  Yet 
no  one  ever  suspect^  Pitt  of  havinj;  anything  to  fear  on 
his  own  account  from  what  the  Htrietest  inquiry  into  tbo 
proceedings  of  his  6er\'ant4j  might  bring  to  bght.  Jle  re- 
garded it  tis  a  complaint  about  money,  whieh  lie  felt  to 
bo  beneath  hinj,  forgetting  that  inde|>endenco  is  forfeited 
owing  money  which  you  e^mnot  puy,  quita  as  much 
by  uecepting  money  which  you  cannot  claim.  Hud 
so  lived  two  oenturicH  earli^T,  when  the  greatest  persona 
saw  no  indignity  in  receiving  presents  of  money,  he  might 
have  been  as  cart*less  about  the  receipt  aa  the  expi^ndi- 
m :  and  then  the  parallel  wouhl  have  been  nearly  com- 
As  it  was,  bo  pre»<*rved  the  reputation  of  being 
superior  to  all  peoiunary  temptations,  but  it  was  at  the 
expense  of  tlio  friends  ami  creditors  who  paid  the  money 
which  he  had  8^>ent  but  not  pOBMsaed. 
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But  a  Bacon  vas  nnjuHiifiably  c:\rolefifi  in  all  tluit  r^ 
laced  to  money, —  that  ia,  his  own  money,  for  in  the  sea^ 
vice  of  the  crown,  and  in  other  meirs  atluirSf  he  was  » 
careful  bargainer  and  adininiBlnitor,  —  he  must  have  been 
in  all  that  related  to  time  a  strict  economist  and  an  ex- 
cellent manager.  When  we  consider  the  delicacy  of  his 
confltitution,  his  frequent  illnes8e!>.and  the  ntimU'r  uf  huura 
tliat  niuflt  have  been  daily  absorbed  by  ofHiMut  or  j>rof<'«- 
sionid  business  which  has  left  no  tnice,  it  is  wonderful  to 
think  how  much  work  be  got  out  of  himself.  This  wu 
mainly  due,  no  doubt,  to  bis  natural  gifts  —  the  quickness 
of  hifi  apprehension,  and  the  tenacity  of  his  memory, 
which  enabled  him  to  carry  his  library  in  his  liead  and 
pursue  his  studies  in  every  \iicant  interval.  Dr.  Ravlev. 
who  bad  the  nearest  view  of  him  in  the  sttidiea  of  bis 
latei*  years,  was  at  such  a  loss  to  account  for  the  pjct*nt 
of  his  knowledge  that  he  ascribed  it  to  a  kind  of  inspint- 
iton.  **  For  though  he  waa  a  great  readier  of  books/*  saya 
he,  "yet  he  had  not  his  knowledge  from  hooks,  but  fmm 
some  grounds  and  notions  from  within  himself.'*  And 
we  now  learn  from  Peter  Boener  that  he  **  seldom  saw 
him  take  up  ji  book.  He  only  ordered  his  chaplain  and 
mo  to  look  in  such  and  such  anautlior  foracerl^iin  phice, 
and  then  he  dictated  to  ns  early  in  the  morning  wlmt  Ite 
had  invented  and  composed  during  th<!  night."  *  Hat 
though  a  man  who  can  remember  and  rocuLl  at  will  wlial- 
ever  ho  has  once  known  will  accumulate  knowledge  with 
a  facility  and  rapidity  wonderful  to  thosi*  of  us  who  havr 
to  seek  for  it  again  as  often  as  it  is  wanted,  we  moat  also 
suppose  that  the  ever-increasing  stores  w«ro  ao  arranged 
aa  to  lie  conveniently  together  nnd  be  readily  taken  up: 
for  thcfl  the  broken  intervals  of  time  can  be  made  avail- 
able for  the  pursuit  of  connected  thoughts. 

And  as  Bacon  wfts  a  careful  economist  of  his  time,  so 
was  he  also  of  the  health  and  spints  which  (•nuMed  him 
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to  miUce  u$e  of  it.  *'•  He  was  no  plodder  upon  Imoks/* 
aays  Rawley,  **  though  he  read  much  :  ....  for  he  would 
ever  interlace  a  uiuderate  rtilaxation  of  hi»  raiiid  with 
his  studies, — as  widking  or  taking  the  air  abroad  in  his 
ponch,"  gentle  exercisp.  on  horseback,  phiying  at  bowU, 
"or  some  other  betittiug  recreation;  and  yet  he  would 
lose  no  time  ;  tnnsmucli  as  upon  his  6rBt  and  imm«'diiae 
return  he  would  full  to  reading  again,  and  so  suiter  no 
moment  of  time  to  slip  from  him  without  some  presttiit 
improvement.*'  He  was  also  very  careful  about  his  diet, 
which  the  delicacy  of  his  constitution  b:td  always  obliged 
him  to  »tudy :  and  though  I  do  not  suppose  that  his  pa- 
thology would  be  allowed  by  modem  science,  he  found 
out  how  to  keep  himself  6t  for  work  by  simple  means. 
He  had  a  recipe  for  the  gout  from  which  he  always  found 
■peedy  relief ;  and  for  the  ordinary  troubles  of  indiges- 
tioD,  against  which  nature  had  not  armed  him,  he  pursued 
a  uoui-so  of  mild  altenitives.  His  morning  draught  of 
three  grains  of  nitre  in  thin  warm  broth,  and  his  weekly 
dose  of  a  drachm  and  half  of  rhubarb  infused  into  a 
draught  of  mixeil  wine  and  beer,  we  knew  from  Rawley. 
And  from  the  information  recently  supplied  by  Mr.  Lof- 
felt  we  are  now  able  to  odd  the  report  of  his  domestio 
apothecary,  who  ought  to  be  the  best  authority :  — 

"  Bacon  was  a  great  lover  of  physic,  paying  f^reat  attention  to 
his  health.  Every  moniing  he  took  for  hreakfant  s  scruple  of 
crctmor  *  tartar  in  fiome  chicken  hroth.  which  I  brought  htm. 
Onoc  a  week,  at  leren  o'clock  in  the  eveuing,  be  took  a  utfi 
purgation ;  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  rhubarb,  with  some  grains 
of  Schoenanthi.  together  soaked  in  wine  for  an  hour,  then 
wnuig  out  wuU  and  without  nsing  any  fire.  Having  token  this, 
bo  awaited  the  result  till  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  at  nighL 
During  that  period  he  studied,  when  every  one  bad  gone  to  bed 
except  his  vulet.     For  the  rest  he  was  very  frugal."  ' 

He  could  make  nothing  of  a  grea.t  dinner.    He  Mid 

i  Sic  «  AtAmmtm^  June  10,  ISTl. 
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^^if  he  were  to  sup  for  a  wager  he  would  dinu  with  a 
Lowi  Mnyor."  * 

His  personal  character  and  dUpOAition,  Chough  he  writes 
very  little  about  biiuself,  comes  oat  very  distinotly  in  hia 
correspondence;  and  being  quite  in  iiccordance  with  all 
tlie  reports  we  have  from  those  win*  saw  him  nearest  and 
knew  him  best,  1  suppose  that  Among  those  who  have 
patience  to  ivad  his  letters  all  through  in  their  natural 
oi-der,  with  due  regjud  to  the  circumstances  (for  the  ffw 
thnt  are  <|uot4*d  liere  have  been  selectotl  tis  parU  of  hU 
aUn-y  rather  tlian  ns  illustrations  of  his  disposition *),  thi*rM 
will  be  little  diiTerenco  of  opinion  about  it.  What  differ- 
ence there  is  will  bo  rather  as  to  the  sentiiueufca  with 
which  it  shouiti  he  regiLrded  than  as  to  the  thing  itself. 
All  the  evidence  shows  that  he  was  a  very  sensitive  man, 
who  felt  acutely  both  kindness  and  unkindue»&,  but  that 
he  was  at  the  same  time  rejnarkabjy  free  fi-ora  the  or«li- 
nary  defect  of  sensitive  natures,  —  irritability  and  aptness 
to  tiJce  oflTense.  Two  or  tliree  letters  of  frank  ejcpostula- 
tion  upon  ill-usage  remain  to  show  that  when  he  was  il^- 
used  he  could  feel  it;  but  he  never  pursuitl  or  renieiiH 
bered  any  quarrel  of  that  kind,  or  allowed  it  to  influencw 
his  conduct.  His  otlicial  duties  brought  him  now  and 
then  into  rough  collision  with  opponents  or  rivals,  lead- 
ing to  8hai*p  speeches ;  and  he  had  oceasionally  to  giv« 
his  opinion  u{Km  the  conduct  or  qualifications  of  a  man 
whom  he  did  not  think  well  of.  Hut  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  case  in  which  he  gave  an  opinion  which  he  had  not 
a  perfect  right  to  entertain^  or  which  tln-re  is  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  he  did  not  lionestly  eut^Ttain,  or  which, 
if  he  did  entertain  it,  he  was  any  way  forbidden  to  ex- 
press. He  has  been  accused  of  ill-will  to  Coke;  and  if 
to  distrust  a  man's  judgment,  to  dislike  his  ways,  to  ap- 
prehend misoliiff  from  his  uuma^ement,and  to  be  treated 
by  him  with  conten^pt,  is  to  bear  him  ill-will,  the  charge 
t  Apopltttiegnit  (rout  Rawley't  Comtnoaplact  Sook, 
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cannot  be  denied  Bat  to  ine  the  demeanor  of  eitlier  to- 
wards thu  other  seema  nothing  more  than  the  legitimate 
and  indeed  inevitalde  expresaion  o(  the  differenoti  of  chnr 
Acter  ^bioh  iiiiturt^  liad  }t«signeil  to  the  two  men.  living 
Buch  an  they  were,  and  Unng  engttgcd  in  thn  same  work, 
whnt  onuid  tliey  do  but  dis;igree  V  Kiteh  thought  the  other 
waa  marring  it.  iSut  it  would  be  a8  reaaonable  to  infer 
ill-will  to  Hauon  on  tlie  part  of  Coke  becauBc  he  siiid  the 
**  Novum  ( )rgiLimiij  *'  was  only  fit  fur  the  Ship  of  Foola,  as 
to  infer  ill-will  to  Coke  on  the  part  of  Baoon  because  h« 
Baid  it  would  be  u  good  thing'  to  i*emove  liim  from  the 
Ciiief  Justicesliipt  and  a  bad  thing  to  restore  him  to  the 
Council.  It  was  not  ill-will  on  either  aide:  it  waa  only 
idifFerence  of  opinion  which,  under  the  eircmustanoea, 
eoald  not  express  itself  except  in  tenus  of  censure.  Coke 
thought  the  ^*  No\-um  Orgauuui  "  a  foolish  book.  Bacon 
thought  Coke  a  d:uigerouH  man,  both  on  the  Bench  and 
at  the  Council  lioanl.  But  wherever  the  comparison  waa 
not  forced  upon  him  by  having  a  piece  of  work  Ut  do 
which  be  found  he  could  do  better,  he  wtis  ii  very  favor- 
able judge  of  other  men's  abilities,  and  formed  a  very 
modest  estimate  of  his  own.  Tbu  mistakes  he  made  wero 
ofteuer  from  giving  too  much  credit  to  other  men  for 
abilities  or  virtues  thnu  too  little.  Even  as  a  phttoat)pher 
(the  part  which  in  his  own  opinion  suited  him  best)  he 
never  took  credit  t-o  himself  for  any  extruordinary  cnjiao- 
ity.  He  thought  he  had  struck  into  the  right  path  by 
aeeidoDt«  and  that  his  merit  lay  in  endeavoring  to  keep  it 
and  walk  in  it.  The  qitaUtics  for  which  he  gave  liims^'lf 
credit  were  only  (mtience  and  faith  and  love  of  trutb» 
carrying  with  it  couiidence  in  the  p<jwer  of  trutlL  And 
Ute  hmg  gestation  of  tht.*  project.  t(»gethcr  with  tlie  !u;Ujy 
successive  shapes  in  which  the  exposition  of  it  was  cast 
and  reciuit  before  it  was  allowed  to  come  forth,  are  so 
many  pi*oofs  how  little  authority  he  expected  it  to  d^ro 
from  being  his.     Nnr  ik  there  anvtltiug  in  this  to  cauao 
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surpriae.     Our  cstlmato  of  ourselves  rests  alwsya  U|u)n| 

intenml  evidence.  The  niiin  with  ten  tiiU'iits  thitilu 
much  or  little  of  himac-lf,  the  man  with  one  talt'iit  tlitnk*] 
liitlti  or  much,  not  according  to  the  number  of  the  talents 
but  according  toliis  nature.  Bmvm  liiul  by  nnture  a  Inrge 
faculty  of  hitpe;  but  it  was  hopo  frnm  things  thnt  lay 
out  of  and  bityond  himself,  from  idejis,  from  principles, . 
from  "the  fortunes  of  the  human  race/*  from  God, — 
meaning  by  Gmi  tlio  divine  pnrpoaoa  as  ho  inferred  them 
from  his  theory  of  the  divine  character  and  government. 
But  he  Httaclied  little  intjiortiince  to  himself,  except  as 
an  iuBtrunient  for  their  aiH.'ximpliyhmeut.  And  this  ab- 
sence of  s«*.lf-iniportanee  was  in  one  respect —  to  the  world, 
if  not  to  liimH**lf — a  diaadvantage.  It  made  him  content 
to  occupy  a  position  in  the  State  which  w:ts  not  only  be- 
neath his  reasonable  pretensions,  but  without  the  anthnr- 
ity  ivquisitft  for  carrying  hiR  prinriplcR  into  action.  With 
a  stouter  h:\bit  of  self-assertion,  a  man  of  his  abilities 
might  perhaps  have  compelled  the  government  to  take< 
him  in  upon  his  o^vn  terms,  though  it  is  more  likely  that 
he  would  have  provokt^tl  thoni  to  shut  him  out.  But 
whatever  the  effect  might  liave  been,  the  thing  itself 
could  not  have  been.  Tliu  habit  nf  self-iuisortion  was  not 
at  his  command.  Audacity,  to  have  its  effect,  must  be 
genuine  and  spontaneous;  and  when  a  man  who  is  nnt-| 
urally  modest  attempts  to  put  ou  the  air  of  audacity,  Im 
only  makes  himself  oiTensive. 

The  pliancy  and  submissive  attitude  towards  his  ofHcial 
superiore,  which  is  generally  blamed   in  him  as  an   un- 
worthy condeHcensir>u,  came  to  him  no  doubt  more  easily  , 
and  niiturally  by  reason  of  this  peculiarity.     Rut  I  om^ 
not  8o  sure  that  he  would  have  acknowledged  it   as    a 
fault.     WImt  influence  lie  possessed  Imd  to  be  exercised 
through  other  people,  and  could  not  have  be«n  exercre«d' 
through   ihtMn    upon  any  other   condition.     In    conti'ra- ■ 
porary  tr:ins:ict.ionfl  we  understand   this  tpiih-  iptOl  ;  and| 
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if  I  were  to  inquire  among  membors  of  the  House  of 
Comiuoiis  wbctlier  their  business  could  be  transacted  itno- 
ct'safully  without  bowing  to  the  huincrg  of  those  who 
laiiVB  autbority  ovor  them, —  I  meuu  thtir  constituents 
iinU  "  the  House,"'  —  I  should  expect  the  necessity  to  be 
moat  rewlily  uoknowliMlgod  by  those  to  whom  the  thing 
is  most  diteUistefuJ.  Should  a  time  come  when  the  uu- 
oompromisin^  sincerity  of  schoolboys  shall  be  extended 
to  the  reltuions  of  tidutt  life,  and  men  shall  know  by  the 
simple  and  direct  action  of  Luniaii  s()eech  whut  euch 
realty  thinks  of  the  otlter,  tlje  world  will  probably  be 
both  better  and  Lappier  for  it.  But  as  the  worlil  was  in 
Bacon's  time  and  still  is  in  our  o>vn,  if  you  want  a  man 
to  help  you  in  your  work  you  must  beware  of  affronting 
liJm,  and  you  will  certainly  affront  him  if  you  do  not 
\  show  him  the  sort  of  respect  t*)  which  he  is  accustomed 
^1  and  thinks  himself  entitled. 

^B  It  has  lieen  commonly  thought  that  Bacon  repented  of 
^B  hnvinj^  chosen  political  life  for  his  vocation,  and  felt  that 
^Kit  was  both  a  mistiike  and  a  fault.  And  it  is  true  tlut 
1^  }u*  w;is  continually  rcj»n'tting  (he  time  which  it  oblige<I 
him  tx)  sptiud  in  inattt'i-H  which  hiul  little  interest  for  him. 
At  the  very  entrance  of  his  career,  while  he  was  still  on 
unsuccessful  suitor  for  his  first  apiwintnient,  he  avowed 
nn  appri'henftion  **  that  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  law, 
not  gervinff  (kf  Quern  in  ptace^  would  not  be  admitted  for 
a  good  account  of  tliR  |X)or  talent  which  Ond  had  given 
biui.**  He  even  talked  of  it^asing  to  follow  it,  because  it 
"drunk  too  much  time' — which  he  had  dedicated  to  bet- 
t^T  purposes/*  Aficrwiirds,  at  the  ag«*  of  tive  and  forty, 
when  as  one  of  the  I>earned  Counsel  li<?  had  been  mudi 
employed  for  some  years  in  state- bu si ji ess  nf  importance, 
ho  still  said  with  the  Psalm,  viuittim  tn^ola  fuit  animn 
tuta,  —  his  luind  liiid  been  absent  fifim  his  work;  and 
acknowledged  it  aa  an  error,  that  **  knowing  himself  to 
bi*  by  inward  calling  fitter  to  hold  a  book  than  to  play  a 
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pHft,  be  hnd  led  his  lifo  in  civil  causfiit,  for  whicJi  hv  wns 
not  very  fit  by  nature,  and  more  unfit  by  tho  preoccupa- 
tion of  bis  mind."  At  tlie  height  of  bis  fortune,  when 
be  held  the  highest  office  under  the  Crown  and  little 
thought  that  he  should  ev^r  havo  to  part  with  it  except 
upon  hia  own  temia,  be  was  still  looking  forward  with 
longing  to  the  day  when  he  should  be  able  to  desoimd 
from  his  elevation  and  retire  into  his  study.  And  when 
ruin  overtook  him  from  the  quart(*r  where  he  least  ex- 
pected it,  his  old  rc^rret  came  back  upon  him  with  a  new 
puin :  and  he  ninfeKsetl  thiit  be  hiid  **  misspent  bis  tal- 
ent in  tilings  for  which  ho  was  least  fiu'*  For  a  maa 
who  bad  more  inward  vocations  than  one,  all  this  was 
quite  natural.  The  path  which  be  did  not  take  was  tbe 
path  which  would  havo  led  to  all  it  promised,  in  which 
he  would  have  met  no  nbetruotioBs,  no  diaapjiointmeots. 
If  he  had  carrietl  nut  his  ejirly  threat,  —  **  retired  with  a 
couple  of  uten  to  Cambridge,"  sppjit  hia  life  in  exploring 
tbe  one  true  path  by  which  man  might  attain  to  be  mas- 
ter of  Nature,  and  followed  it  out  far  enough  to  find  (as 
he  must  have  done)  tliat  it  led  to  impassable  placea,  •*- 
and  had  at  tlie  same  time  seen  from  bis  retirement  the 
politidd  condition  of  the  country  g'^ing  from  bad  to  worao 
for  want  of  better  advico  uud  more  faithful  service,  would 
he  not  in  like  manner  have  accused  himself  of  having 
misspeut  hie  tnlent  in  things  for  which  he  was  h^ss  fit 
timn  he  bud  fiineied,  and  forsaken  a  voaitiou  in  which  be 
might  havo  helped  to  save  liis  country  from  a  civil  war? 
The  self-condenmation  would  have  been  as  natural  and 
sincere  in  the  second  case  as  in  the  first,  and  would  havo 
seemed  oa  just.  But  if  it  be  supposed  that  he  repented 
of  his  choice  of  a  political  life«  not  ^ls  being  less  suited  to 
his  tastes  and  faculties  iLiun  a  life  of  study,  but  n&  being 
in  itself  unworthy  of  him,  I  cannot  think  that  ho  would 
have  conf tawed  the  chiirge.  When  he  seriously  thought 
of  giving  up  hia  profesAiun  in  early  life,  it  wa»  when  ho 
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began  to  despair  of  employment  in  the  servico  of  the 
State,  When  ufter  the  death  oE  Kti^beth  he  thought 
agaio  of  withdtiiwing  as  much  as  ho  coutd  {rum  the  bnsi- 
nesa  of  the  Learned  Counsel*  and  "  putting  his  ambititui 
only  upon  his  pen,"  it  was  when  he  saw  no  prospect  of 
attniuing  a  posiricm  in  Council  which  would  have  given 
him  iiiflueure  enough  to  <!o  any  good.  And  when  in  the 
leight  of  his  power  and  favor  he  expressed  a  wish  and 
hope  to  exuhaugo  it  for  a  life  of  studious  leisure,  it  whs 
always  with  the  proviso  that  he  uiigbt  first  see  the  rela- 

DS  between  the  King  and  his  jteople  satisfactorily  nd- 
justed.  If  he  ever  repented  uf  his  labors  in  the  surviee 
of  the  Stitte,  it  was  not  because  the  object  had  been  un- 
worthy, but  because  the  labor  had  been  in  vain.  And 
certnitdy  when  he  looked  back  upon  tlie  results  of  his 
politicfU  life  and  ooiupaivd  theUL  with  tiie  ninis  and  hupes 
with  which  he  entered  upon  it,  he  did  not  need  the  disa»- 
trous  close  to  remind  him  that  it  had  been  a  failure.  He 
had  been  very  suecnsf^ful  in  the  details  of  business.  All 
the  caus««  of  whioh  be  had  the  mauagnnient  had  been 
well  managed.  Nothing  had  miscarried  through  any 
"waut  on  his  part  of  skill  and  care  in  preparation  or  dtU- 

nee  iu  execution.  He  had  always  been  ready  for  his 
work  at  the  right  time.  His  advice  had  generally  been 
fortunute^  and  hatl  never  brought  the  government  into 

difficulty.  White  be  acted  as  a  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasury  the  condition  of  the  finances  had  greatly  im- 
rov«d.  The  ruli's  which  he  established  in  Chancery  con- 
tinued (and  1  believe  cuntiime  still  in  a  great  measure) 
4o  regulate  the  printiedings  of  the  Court.  He  hiul  novor 
jnade  a  eaiiAo  uf  the  governuu'nt  unpopular  by  his  man- 
|«ier  uf  oondnuting  it.  In  the  Home  of  Commons  ho  had 
(considering  their  grfiwi  ug  jealousy  «>f  all 
e  Crown)  an  extraordinary  amount  of  favor 
ftild  oonfkietioe.  It  is  wr<ing  indeed  Ut  cull  hiuit  as  I  liave 
him  called,  the  •*  Under  of  the  House ;  "  an  *tfRee 
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vhtob*  in  its  inoiWrn  sense,  did  not  tben  i^xist. 
was  never  tlie  Ifader  fv**n  of  the  courtiers.  — of  thr>  tw 
bera  hoUUng  oUit'e  in  i\)v  State,  or  ntherwist*  untler 
immediutt!  influence  of  the  Court.  If  thpy  hiwl  uiiy  \va» 
it  was  th»?  principitl  Secretar)-.  But  tliou^h  he  Uiid  no 
thority  otbtfrwise,  <*ven  by  Uir  tach  ooDScnt  of  any  pai 
be  bad  been  u  frequent  irnil  mwt  persuiisivo  gp^ih 
wbosc  Kilvicc  wiLS  always  listfned  to  with  resp*'et, 
that  way  li;«l  done  the  government  »  great  deal  of 
lent  service.  But  these  tilings,  though  ner.e8sar5 
inipfirtant  in  their  way,  wnv  not  the  kind  of  ben? 
"whii'h  in  seeking  to  rise  in  pnliticiil  life  he  hud  ho|MMi 
be  instrumental  in  procuring  for  his  country.  They  w 
like  the  small  discovei-ies  in  Nature  which  he  blun 
mankind  for  mnking  so  mn^h  of,  when  they  ou<;ht  to 
fvipinng  to  discover  tbe  key  of  the  cipher  in  wbicb  1 
whole  IxKik  is  written,  anil  to  take  full  possession  of  I 
kingdom.  They  were  like  the  sordea  curartwi^  —  tbe  r 
ipes  for  tlie  curv  of  a  few  particular  complaints,  wh 
be  complained  of  the  phyhii'ian'i  for  l>eing  content  wt 
when  they  should  be  aspiring  to  detect  and  renioro  i 
causes  of  all  disease  and  decay  in  man's  body.  Wl: 
he  determined  to  make  the  serviee  nf  the  State  his  p 
fession.  he  hoped  not  only  to  deal  with  ditlicnities  as  tls 
came,  but  to  remove  the  roots  out  <tf  which  they  sprai 
lie  hoped  to  see  the  divisions  of  the  Chui-ch  reconcili 
the  laws  rethiet^d  into  such  a  condition  that  every  rn 
might  learn  what  tbe  law  was;  the  monarrhy  estublisli 
in  peace  upon  the  secure  foundation  of  afTcctionate  1< 
nlty  and  mutual  benefit  between  the  soven-ign  and  \ 
subject ;  and  the  active  spirits  of  the  time  relioTedl 
their  controversies  with  eufh  other,  and  freit  to 
their  forces  for  tbe  grent  controversy  with  Nature 
was  to  end  in  a  conquest  promising  endh«s  hmteflta 
alike.  And  in  all  this  he  had  failed.  His  projec 
reiMnciling  the  High  Ohnrchmen  and  the  Noneonfor 
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he  was  obliged  very  soon  to  ubniidon  hs  tinpnloas,  iiud 
after  tlio  confcr«*nre  «t  }I:irap^oii  Court  h«  cuudiiJmi  tliiifc 
ihe  best  cliancu  at  pacifying  those  controveraica  was  to 
let  them  nlone,  unci  to  (lisi*ouiit«niincu  nil  motions  tviiUing 
to  unsettle  the  iirnin^emciitH  tlien  luaJe.  But  though 
tlio  government  of  the  Chiin^h  pro(!e«^tlnl  quietly  iw  long 
B0  be  lived,  with  little  outward  diatui'bauee  except  tbu 
uccHflional  silencinj^j  uf  a  I'lU'itiui  or  uxccntion  of  h  her- 
etic, the  diaturbing  eleineiU  wiis  still  iictive  within,  and 
be  lived  a  few  years  longer  he  would  have  seen  it  not 
only  shaken  but  overthrown.  Ilia  proJ4*ct  for  the  r^dtic- 
tion  of  the  Iuwh  into  a  manageable  shnpo  he  pursued 
longer  aind  mot^  persistently;  and  would  have  gladly 
proi!Peded  with  it  to  the  last.  IJnt  it  was  a  work  not 
practicable  by  a  single  man.  The  assistance  which  he 
asked  for  was  nut  aupplied,  and  nil  that  he  could  do  was 
to  leave  on  reconl  a  Biig^estinu  of  what  ought  to  be  <h)ne. 
Ilia  efforts  to  bring  thi'  relatiimfi  bt^twtMMi  the  Hovureign 
aad  the  subject  into  better  bjkrroony,  which  was  the  tuain 
object  of  all  his  political  itction  front  finit  to  last,  —  and 
in  which  J  havu  no  doubt  that  his  advice  hiul  done  much 
good  from  time  to  tiine  tn  guiding  the  Statu  clear  of 
n»clca  on  whii:h  it  might  otherwise  havf  struck,  —  proved 
neverlheleaa  the  most  ronspicuouH  faihu-e  uf  all.  He 
lived  bo  see  the  breach  wider  than  it  had  ever  been, — 
the  nation  graduallv  drawing  into  two  hostile  e:inips;  the 
Crown  driven  through  its  uieofssitiea  into  more  and  more 
arbitrary  measures  for  recovering  strength ;  the  peopln 
driven  by  those  measunts  into  u  more  and  more  forraiii- 
uble  attitude  «tf  resistance;  and  all  things  gjilhering  for 
a  violent  struggle  for  miistery.  All  thia  was  diBap{>oint- 
int.  As  he  looked  round  upon  the  world  in  the  be- 
ing of  1620,  It  seemed  that  for  any  p^Tmanunt  ben- 
efit that  his  country  wa:^  likely  to  derive  from  the  labors 
of  his  politicid  life,  he  might  as  well  have  R|M3nt  it  as  au 
obscure  studrnt  at  Carnbridgt;  or  Orav's  Inn.     And  if 
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as  well,  Bui-ely  much  better.  The  poUtiuu  ooiuttitutina 
which  he  ha*l  l>oen  sfi  Inboriously  fiHlcavuriut;  to  buUd 
up,  reform,  aiid  eiti*4>iigtlieii  wttuld  bu  tjverthiovm  by  n 
civil  war;  while  tho  miisculine  offspring  of  tho  refurmuii 
method  of  stiiilying  the  roiiRtitutiuii  of  Niitiirc,  which 
he  Diight  have  beeu  proniotiog  luid  briuging  to  p-rfft'- 
tion  (ill  the  wliile,  would  still  eumve  ai«l  Honrish.  Mora 
than  tWLMity  yejira  befoi-e,  when  1m»  was  thinking  seri- 
oubIv  of  making  tlmt  tht;  business  of  his  lifts  :im]  tuns 
ciiAting  with  himself  its  chances  in  the  vorld,  aril  wjut 
was  tine  of  thB  contingeni-ues  he  reckoned  upon.  Il« 
thought  it  likely  ihut  Kurupe  would  be  ov<?rrun  witii 
civil  wars,  in  which  the  learning  and  soieuoe  tlien  iit 
vogue  might  suffer  shipwreck,  but  n  science  which  <■'  1  ' 
prove  its  worth  by  works  of  utility  and  power  \v 
hold  out  and  endure.  Of  such  a  acicnoe  he  oonceived 
that  he  hud  hud  the  fountiatton  and  marked  out  thu 
lines,  and  ho  had  no  doubt  Unit  in  tlie  course  of  ageA  it 
would  be  taken  up  by  mankind  and  followed  out  to  its 
legitiitiate  reBults.  Tho  st*e<l  he  had  sown  was  sure  to 
gi-ow  and  ronie  to  hnrvfst  for  the  beuelit  o{  somebo>lv, 
and  that  part  at  len^t  of  his  life's  \ohov  had  uot  btten 
bestowed  in  vain.  Such  l>eing  his  belief — and  it  vras  a 
behef  which  remained  with  him  to  the  last  —  it  waa  nat- 
ural tlmt  he  should  lix>k  back  with  regret  upon  the  larg« 
portion  of  his  life  whieh  he  had  spent  otherwise,  aprut 
in  sowing  seeds  whose  growth  depended  upou  aceidvniH 
of  weather,  and  (as  it  happened)  were  not  destined  to 
bear  fruit  for  the  benefit  uf  anybody. 

In  any  other  sense  thiui  this  I  du  not  believe  that  he 
ever  regreltrtl  the  time  he  hud  spent  in  faithful  service 
of  the  Suite  ;  and  if  he  had  been  pern»itted  to  look  fi>r- 
vrard  for  two  or  three  centuries,  I  do  not  feel  tmn-.  tlmt 
his  regret  would  not  have  turned  tlie  other  WAy,  For  U» 
him  his  other  labors  would  scjit-cely  have  seemed  tnnro 
Buoccssful  than  these.     Looking  at  the  prodoota  of  the 
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intiUteiith  century*  he  would  have  Hoeii  tlu'  kuuwiedge  of 
ie  Uiws  of  Natuj*e  greatly  iitlvaiiced  in  mmiy  directions, 
and  the  cri'dit  of  it  iiacribwi  in  great  pait  u>  himself,  hut 
lie  would  have  a4.en  nlso  that  the  aiivaiue  had  hi^eu  iiutde 
without  his  help;  that  the  peculiar  method  of  procreding 
)y  which,  aud  by  which  iiloii",  he  had  ihyuLjht  it  puMsihlw 
atUiin  the  ouly  end  worth  aiming  at — the  power  of 
jruducing  grvat  pfFects  with  certjiinty, — "m;ignitude  and 
curtiiinly  of  works"  —  had  btvu  found  impractit^ble  ; 
^—SiiHt  science  was  still  contt^nt  U^  procetKl  by  the  old  ways 
^■rbich  had  ueumed  to  him  an  incompetent;  aud  that  in 
^Baot.  if  the  iit'W  way  whioh  he  had  hprrit  so  much  labor 
^Bo  contriving  and  expounding  had  been  kept  to  himself 
^P^ld  iHM'ished  with  him,  the  progress  of  scieacc  would 
Dot  have  been  materially  retarded  by  the  aeeident.  Aud 
^though  it  is  true  that  he  would  hiivc  found  all  the  men  of 
iuce  not  only  acknowledging  him  aa  their  leader  and 
profa-ising  to  be  his  diseiplua,  but  quoting  his  precepts 
ind  hiying  down  acientilio  principles  in  his  language,  ho 
would  have  known  that  he  had  thought  out  all  those 
>re(.^t*pts  and  priuciplea  before  he  WiW  thirty  yeara  old, 
ind  that  if  in  the  first  year  of  the  seventeenth  century 
lie  bud  written  down  and  publishetl  all  tJiat  he  then  had 
ky  about  natural  phihwophy,  it  would  have  containt*il 
ibfttjuioe  everything  of  his  that  w;is  U>  be  found  of  any 
in  the  nineteenth,  —  leaving  the  last  twenty  years  of 
^is  life  free  for  othpr  work.  It  w;i3  his  determination  to 
c^^mpauy  the  annuunccm«ut  of  his  principles  with  im 
^xiunplu  of  their  successful  application,  which  kept  him 
iiig  sih'Ut.  Aud  in  that  he  had  failed  after  all. 
speak  uf  course  of  the  vi«w  which  Bacon  himaelf 
rould  have  taken  of  the  cose,  oomp-aring  the  nctuiU  re- 
lults  with  his  own  anticipati<jn»  and  judging  them  by  his 
>wn  standard  of  value.  To  u«,  who  do  not  believe  in  the 
ssibility  of  such  results  as  he  anticipated,  and  who  n^ 
ltd  the  scientific  achierementa  of  those  two  ceuturiea  na 


652 


BACON'9  PABT  IN  UOHHSN  SOEKCE-        fD****  TO 


great  beyotid  all  renAonable  expectatiou,  hia  p«u*i  ia  the 
progress  of  in<Hlerii  discuvery  appeiira  tnucli  more  oojind* 
eiuble.  Setting  uaitlu  his  particuliir  method  of  prtxseoik 
ing,  —  bis  new  organnm  ox  logical  maciiine,  whidi  b  to 
U9  only  a  name,  and  ujipoars  to  bare  been  a  n--^'  -.  — 
we  find  ill  liis  emmciatiun  of  tbe  general  pi .  i>( 

philuBopbiual  inquiry  a  ligbt  botb  to  guide  and  to  cbcer 
the  steps  of  all  explorers  of  nature,  wbicb  must  no  dutibt 
have  given  both  impuUe  and  direetiuu  to  tbo  general 
progress.  If  be  did  not  succoed  in  making  any  soientitic 
discoveries  bimselft  or  even  in  pointing  out  the  particular 
ateps  by  which  others  were  to  nmke  tbcai,  he  delivered 
a  set  of  cimiions  as  to  the  use  of  tbe  human  untierstond- 
ing,  applicuble  to  the  puisuit  of  truth  in  all  departments, 
whicli  have  scarcely  been  added  to  or  improved  U|)oa 
since  his  time.  And  although  they  were  not  in  them- 
Belves  new  discoveries  (being  indeed  the  essential  condi- 
tions of  all  inductive  reasoning,  —  wbicb  in  every  cuac  of 
successful  induction,  since  men  began  to  infer  tbu  comli^ 
weather  from  the  appearance  of  the  sky,  must  have  been 
consciously  or  unconsciously  attended  to),  they  w<3re  ne^ 
erthelesB  very  much  in  want  of  a  new  expositor,  for  some 
of  tlie  greatest  intellects  of  tbe  world  had  gone  astray 
through  imperfect  observance  of  tbem;  and  the  manner 
of  exposition  was  really  and  entirely  now,  —  an  exposi- 
tion so  sound,  so  clear,  so  impressive*  so  moving,  and  at 
tbe  same  time  so  sober,  simple,  and  intelligible,  that  tbvy 
have  caiTied  conviction  with  them  and  become  tbe  com* 
mou  poasessiou  of  mankind.  What  Milton  said  of  Sluik&- 
Bpeare, — 

"  Tlul  etch  heftit 
n«tli  from  the   learu  d(  Uiy  unrAlund  book 
TboM  Dclpblo  liflM  with  deep  impttnioa  look,"  — 

'may  as  truly  be  said  of  Baeon.  What  Ben  Jonson  ssuo 
of  him  as  a  speiLker,  —  "  No  nuin  over  spoke  more  neatly, 
more  pressly,  more  weightily,  or  suffered  Leas  emptinefta, 
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lou  idleness,  in  wbat  he  altered,'*  —  is  qaite  aa  true  of 
liim  ii«  a  writer.  Aud  be^iiUeii  uU  this  lie  liacl  that  mys- 
terious gift  lo  wbicU  M.  Cliarlwt  de  K^rausskt  ajjaigiia 
(bo  Brst  place  among  the  cauBes  ot  his  influenco  in  Lite 
world,  —  liif  f)ii»l)(y  wiiich  he  ralU  gniitness^  and  sup- 
pii»t>8  to  tenxda  nithiT  in  the  manner  than  in  the  thought. 
Hut  whence  the  manner?  I  should  myself  siiy  from  tho 
moral  character,  taking  it  to  be  the  companion  and  ex- 
pre^inn  of  u  certain  couscioutiiieaH  of  monil  elevation. 
Bat  whatever  it  is  and  wbenot«oaver  it  oamea,  Its  office 
and  efTr*4;t  is  t<>  ooiiiuiand  re6|mc't  both  for  the  speaker 
and  the  subjoct.  And  what^jver  may  bo  tho  value  of  Bii- 
con*8  other  contribution*  to  scienoe,  iUert»  is  probably  no 
single  man  whose  writings  have  done  so  much  to  dignify 
tlie  pursuit,  or  to  eiiuuurago  the  hopes  and  exalt  and 
purify  the  ainis  of  the  pursuers. 

'But  when  I  attributl^  to  a  constMnusncss  of  moral  eleva- 
tion that  "greatness"  in  Bacon  whith  (though  they  would 
differ  as  to  iU  nature)  most  people  feel ;  1  am  not  to  be 
uiulei'stood  as  nasuming  to  decide  the  question  a^  to  hia 
moral  worth.  That  s;ime  seuso  of  moral  auponority,  car* 
rying  with  it  that  same  impression  of  greatness,  may  be 
found  in  conjunction  with  niurjd  qualities  of  the  worst 
kind  ;  nur  does  the  respect  which  it  commands  ncccs9;mly 
imply  cither  sympathy  or  approval.  Whether  (in  the 
phrase  of  the  debating  society)  ^  the  character  of  Bacon 
was  deser\'ing  of  tlic  apptubatimi  of  posterity  **  Ia  a  qup»- 
tinn  which  posterity  must  settle  for  itself.  But  1  think 
it  may  be  left  to  the  debaters.  To  form  a  true  conccpiioii 
of  tlie  kind  of  man  he  was,  ia  of  some  consequence  ;  for 
vnthout  that  we  cannot  know  what  respeet  is  due  t«>  his 
Opinions.  If  his  objects  wero  all  personal  and  worldly, 
his  opinions  were  those  of  a  man  w)io  considKrcd  all 
things  with  refei*ence  to  himself,  and  not  to  truth  and  tho 
guod  of  men.  But  lacing  once  ugreed  us  to  what  hn  was, 
it  matters  little  whether  we  think  him  better  than  ouc^ 
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selves,  or  worse,  or  much  tho  somu.     Upon  tluit  point  wo 
shall  always  difft-r.  awordiDgly  as  wg  raty  liighor  tho  vir- 
tues in  which  hu  exct-lletl  or  Uiosu  in  which  he  was  defi* 
cienL   The  men  upon  whom  posterity  pronouucea  n  uuhu- 
inioDs  verdict  for  bad  or  for  good  are  the  mm  about  whase  | 
lives  little  is  known.     Those  whose  vpcord  is  fnil  enough 
to  enable  us  to  follow  them  through  their  week-duy  work  , 
are  subjects  of  dispute,  just  like   contemporary  ptiblit* 
men,  every  one  of  whom  hiis   both  udmirerB  uiid  depre- 
cuitors.     U»cou*a  record  is  unusually  full*  and  as  hia  Uft*| 
prt*Rented  to  liimsclf  many  doubtful   problems  for  action, 
it  has  left  to  ns  many  questionable  actions  for  criticism  ;j 
and  among  thorn  not  a  few  which  he  would  not  himself] 
have  repeated  or  atttMupted  to  justify.     One  thing,  how- 
ever, must  he  admitti'd  to  his  adva»t;ige.     Of  the  con- 
timiporuries  wliose  opinion  of  him  is  known  to  us,  tltosej 
who  sjiw  him  nearest  in  his  private  life  give  him  the  best' 
character.     I    hav«  ipiolL'd    Toby  Matthew's,  written  in  i 
16X8,  when  he  had  known  him  intimately  for  twenty! 
years.'     Dr.  Rawlcy^s  is  familiar  to  everybody.     That  nf 
Sir  Thouuis  Meautys  reveals  itself  still  more  expresdively  i 
in  the  devotion  uf  his  life.     Ben  Jonson,  who  had  seen-j 
B^miething  of  him  off  the  stage,  though  wo  do  not  knowi 
how  mucli,  after  recording  liis  iinpresaion  of  the  *•  great-] 
ness  which  he  could  not  want"  (by  which,  however,  ho] 
may  possibly  have  meant  only  the  groatneos  of  iutelioctuat] 
power),  adds  the  significant  and  utTeciing  I'emark,  that! 
in  the  days  uf  his  adversity  he  "could  never  condole  in 
word  or  syllable   to  him  —  as  knowing  that  no  aocidtrnC 
oould  do  harm  to  virtue,  hut  rather  serve  to  make  it  mau-l 
ifttst."     And  to  these  testimonies  we  may  now  add  thutl 
of  Peter  liJiener,  hia  doniestio  ajKithecory  and  Kocret«rv,| 
who  concludes  his  notice  with  a  wish  that  a  statue  wrntj 
erected  to  his  memory,  —  not  as  the  projector  of   th«j 
Great  Imttauration  uf  the  sciences  or  author  of  tlic  **  No«| 
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rum  OrgjiDum,"  but  in  aoknowliKlgment  of  his  monil  vir- 
tues. **  Tliwriiftirt'  it  is  ii  thing  to  b«  wishe<l  (ho  having 
I  died  on  the  Itth  of  April,  l*>2'j,  aged  aixty-sbc  years)  that 
A  Statue  in  honor  of  htm  may  be  erected  in  hia  country, 
Ks  a  meinonibl«  example  to  all  of  virtue,  IcindncftS,  peace- 
fulness,  and  patienoo/* ' 
I  Though  these  aiv  partial  witnesses,  their  partiuiitv*  ho- 
ing  above  all  auspicion  tif  intiTesLeJ  motived,  ia  itaelE  :i 
^^iuct  which  de»erv«*8  Ut  be  put  in  evidentXT.  But  if  B;icon 
^■limself  had  been  called  on  to  pronounou  judgment  on 
^liimself,  I  fancy  that  he  would  hare  been  content  with 
Bomc  such  oharncter  as  Sir  Henry  Taylor  puts  into  tho 
luuth  of  Isaac  Coranenua,  describing  bis  own  :  — 

"  Yet  is  he  in  Md  truth  a  f«iiltr  m»n. 
In  klsvish,  tyriiiiiiuiut,  and  turbtiliMiI  timcB 
He  drew  hln  lot  of  life,  and  tif  tho  llme« 
Svtne  ilecp  nnd  bliMuly  tiMtn<i  have  fallvn  apon  him. 
But  be  it  wid  be  liAil  thin  hDnoHly. 
Thai  iiiidiratroiiit  of  a  fal*r  rotiown 
H«  evuT  wl»beil  In  (lAkt  for  what  Uc  wtn  ; 
On*  thm  airervcd  murh  iind  oft,  but,  luclng  Mill 
l>»Ubrritfly  bvnt  upon  tho  HgHt, 
IU<I  hpt't  it  «i  tho  main  ;  tmr  tint  much  loY«d 
Wbalc'vr  ia  m.iti  in  w<irth_r  liifth  rMi|i#ot, 
And  in  bin  *nu!  d(-vou11y  did  a>pir« 
To  be  it  oil ;  yut  f»-lt  (nun  tiitit*  let  tituM 
The  lilllencHii  that  rliti|^  tii  what  b  huffiftA, 
And  inffnntd  (rooi  Itir  »tuiiiie  u(  having  felt  U."  * 

>  Alktitum,  June  10,  1871. 
*  lt04ie  Commtmm^  end  of  Act  3. 
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lOfl:    mcoti\  riii.-rr.t  n( 

bi«  <: 

Mit. 

110;    , 

nroifrck*   oi     •iitt    l»r    uliurnvvali 

110  ;  liU  tint  ati^turaiici-  la  court 

*    plcBder,  117:     '-  '    ! 

i-Ulni*  V^  pn .i 

anil  Odl,  llfli  [<. 


of  itie  poii'pfraoy  of  P'.  I^pei.  I32t 

■^iitl    f-.r  rlK-  iHuriu-ycliii'  Klven  up, 

•    fur   ifie   fuliirilnrnbin: 

il  ifi*M(lvaiilAjp;e,   V23; 

i.,-i.x  ■niuiiiiir!np  plan*  in 

vAMi  of    rvj«ctt(in,    )J4;   Ihe  Qiic^n 

I,.       .■.;,,,■.  rthe 

1  .1,, 

1 :'■■■'  ■*•; 

Ii-ltti  tu  liii:  yuicii  lln:r*;uii.  1)17; 
tnWvK.  bin  M.  A.  ili-t:ri<o.  ISH  ;  Ut« 
liiMToiirte  loucliiiirt  Inti'UiptDCv  and 
Snffty  (.f  (hft  Qiirfii'R  !'t'r«»M.  1*7; 
nntum    of    hi«    rnir^lrtvniont    ifi    tfa« 

'"■..'  ■;     ■■■        :  iiiod 

ai 

<      .1-  iii> 

<i<    ill   1  itriiiuliKit'^    rtnil    Eli^- 

"  IS7;  tialidny  orriipation«: 

u     . .1  Urnyorum,  l<t7,  <ri;, ;  ftp««cbe« 

..(  ibii  IViricc  of  PurpMolf  and  hia  six 

roiin«rltor«,  144.  »'^. ;  "Mif  n*iif*w**i, 

--:     ■  .  ■■-   1       ■      ,  -  ,„ii 

.    ;i  -  a 

"d. 

will  ;  lilt;  lJii<;iM)  Mil.'  MiT 

■II  explanatiuii  to  «  :ifr 

to  >'otilkc  Uruvklt- .  ibe 

woiirliirM  uf  hiw  t>|i:.  -irili 

tbo  cliiiMi  HH  III  an  <  I  »a 

**ifl<fH  til  riirkrrin^;,  lf'.:i;   Hmytilny 

«lii>-w»   turn    ilir   (jiKcn    "till   anin? 

»lih  liiiii,  l«.i;  leltiT  10  riicktrlng, 

I'M:  'iili  llhAlly  r^lcri^tl;  npiwUn- 

ni«til  i(f  S<rj«<Ant  Mt-niin;;,  llM  :  i:<tn- 

jfs-tiirc    «*    trt    (he    hiHwry    of    iha 

QllPPIl'ii    loll}*    l(iJ>¥i«)i>D    and     ulti- 

m(il»«   r»«o|uiti>n,    Ifl7 :   j-tfl   M  laiiil 

:  .    ..(■, 

•lA; 

.   ■    ■    <   1     ■.  vf-r- 

-Mll    lit    lltf    IrM^f  ul     liiltlia  «l    Irttck* 

rnltMiii,  Iffl*;  Irtirr  to  Emcx,  ITtt: 
pitrpoM  not  to  (i^lloir  ihr  prvlu'e  of 
(be  law,  171 :  fontrtbiiU'*  lo  a  '*l>c- 
vifc"  prr*rit(>-tl  (iv  r.^«ex  lo  the 
Qiie-n.   r        ■  '  17.1 ! 

Ilia   rrl'i  1   In 

the     firi  l;ir, 

174  1  111  -he 

Miiiler  <>  "1 

-HI; 

lil. 

--  (>e 
78: 

.  Ilia 

ij  ■      ■       U    A 

MUlpIo  of  a  <i  liimii  of 

Ibe   Uw,    1!*  .  I'n  "  K»- 

MYB,"  "('nliir'.-i   1 n.id  F.rll," 

and  •'  Miiliiaiioof*  Sicr*."  IWi 
hia    projaot    ol   marriiit*   with   tba 
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widow  of  Htr  Williaiii  lialton.  ItH; 
luikii  F-"*"^  tr,  ni--i!ia;n,  IHI:  In-, 
view- 

H'W  ' 

K^8l:.^.     :.     . 

iw«»«  o(   tlif   rr\  ■ 

kbloof  the  Sur< 

wtlti  »(»  ill" 

lion   ii(  iIm 

liainonl  •>!'    ■  ' 

ihi*  pr^vtiitjuu  1.1  l-iu  .Li'iiri-T  uiiA  lli*? 

lutiiiiteriniicc   ri(  1  illatrr.    iM)7  ;    juiji- 

I>or(  t.|  III.'  s„l,..,  •.   I:",u.  }i[  .  ,.  t.i- 

menvutiii-iit 

liitM  uikI   1 

Ifl   Uike   U|nill     I'llll    II. ■■    t  .ir.-    .-1    i)i>ii 

•ffatro  ill  I'tcll'-i  alni^^nn^,  'J18:  liin 
lottortfi  li'in  im  the  -Ti'ii'i-I,  i!l|t;  lii^ 
Irttf'-   ...  '.;,.. 

ircAlv 

o(  ixu-; ■.■.:. 

rncAni-iiiauttn  with  ilf    ' 
tliwir  Kftiai   •piiirrrl,  2.' 
fnr  Urltl   wti  ' 
of  tlie  1^.1  ; 
len    n(  CI 

ajl:  Bitil  i<>  111'    I 

i<»in«:<l  intli  IVyt" 

ftmiiH>i<..«  .•!"  >-i  .'  1  . 

vic»*  I 
tiiiii 

tftnd,  -.:-tj. 
bUn  from  i. 
iH'ftS  with  I 
£i.-):  lii-  l<-u<t  < 
Ihk  to  liiiii  iiniii 


RmiIkf  at  Grvv'«  Inn.  Sin  ; 

irun*    fn-ill   til"    -r>uii(-i(    m 


oil  llic  i|U4»- 
iiixii'l  in  Ir«<  1 


'\  .11  li- 
lt;  liw 


(Juatiu  tu  rrcall  liiiii.  :ii>u;  hifi  liHlcr 


I 

Mon     . 

queuL   ..i,.:^  — _.>.  ,  .t I 

to  b*r  upvii  ttie  eve  at  Kmvx,  ;i!«^; 
ItM     nArrnllm     of     ihn     prtNiMlEiiET 

■gain     '■ 

qartil    iiiiU'Hj.v.-i5     I'l    i 
will)    itm  Qiiooii,    2\t'J-,    i> 
lellera  tn  Ijp  vnMcil   'i\    1         -..,,. 
Qiici'n,    .101  ;    |»pi(Mj«r(l    cwnvhiMitnJ - 
•ruif  Iwtwwn  liii  Liroilur  and  rlawx 
'   "    "  ti(     -liuwiiiK    titp 

1  1  K»*ox  wn«  in, 
I-  iif  tlm  ri'ul  sirttn 
LiI  I'-vvi^x'j  liiu.il  aI  ilii*  Umc.  -WI>; 
lilt  »CCi)Ulll  l>f  tlie  fitllllf  ')T  III*  ctl- 
tlcmrom  !•>  rutoncilf  lh<-  iHn,  nml  mI 
IIk  t(!ntniiiiiion  nf  his  iiit)<i>Micr-  >•  itii 
boUi.^OU;  lit->appoii)tjui:ulus  Duulilc 


iuii  nil  ill"  nflicial 

Ii»-     I-:..,:;..--     ..r,.l 


Oke  i[< 
ler  of  ■ 
ioti  o{  ' 
biro  uiii 


ii   iiiviuxitj]    1  . 

Un<),  :[-J4i  hi- 
reftBrJi.-U  Uy   i... 
uiiki-i  na  "ufirr  <i: 

hia  iilf>n    rjf    Ihf    Alii  ■-< 

■  II   I't  il«t  Ki 

i   I'f  n  I'roi  '■ 

nt  Norllimii 

I    in    llif   'I 

'   'inilf-r  the 

^.     -.  :..,c,    410;    hi. 

the  l<arl  <>{  SuuLltu- 

(■r  Ik  liiiii  iifvui  Uio    > 


lkti)lj>-  atniuE   I 
Iflirr  to  Ittm  I 
W 

41 

irr.N«i.ii...."'   -tLl'.  i: 

I'M'tlllV     lllUMlJctl      ['■ 

)>i'i>lwtttl<-  in«li 

VHncviiient  (if 
view    of    tl)« 


i.itj 
..nl. 
:    of 

iikI 
-.(i, 
-  Afm 

Sir 

^  lit 

..  or 

iin- 

'Tltf 

a..r 
xib 
^Mb 

let- 

>ia- 

1  to 

f>- 

<«  I'l  tb« 

>wii    aJiil 

.-..tmll. 

"'.*■ 

lilt 

U»- 

ru 

k«- 
al- 


■t); 
.14 

ia 

1  to 
.  i> 

1 1 '.J 

•  ni 

.lb 

hh- 

..■w 
r.H 

!iU 

U; 
tif- 

•  m 
of 

■mI.>. 
i-.fii 

A.l- 

;  hi* 
tht 


mi 
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ligli  Chijn'1ini«>n  ami  ihv  I'urilus,  I 


pot  cmiiliivoil 


in  tni 


n  Inv. 


.    „    Blju.-,  Uii.  U 

Iiitl  ('(ihtpleli*   W  Itrt  ■tiilcm«tila  lira 
b«   liiiii«vi'<l,  441:    fiurt    Inltrn    tn' 
|lni  «»■  llir  p  '  "^ir  1-^. 

Bri«»inriir*   •  «iii- 

p|r>rc(l  in  il-  -  rei- 

Mlt     H^ttlnH     H    •.unit  Icii.'i' .     liif     n- 

urt,   447:  1*   Apt*"''*'*'''    t'tx'^f-Mimi 

ci>urfrt>iic«  Willi  llic   juiUi-,  anil 

Hllrc]    iipofi    ftir  n    ropairt,   441);  lii« 


Willi  ffaiillev  nn  lh«  mbjecl,  04)7;  re- 
latinn*  witli   Hnl;^linry     ."iJlfl ;    .Imwi 

up  twu   I  ■■  — 

tion  ftf  il 

610;  diuft  u(    1  >ncnrri- 

ilig  Jur«'r>.  fclJ  1  i»  hid, 

l*y  Uif  K  '  «:- 
IKiNiiilnri 

m:-.  111'  .  .v 

<  'UN  Willi 

-    .,      .  ;..  -   1.        .:     :,  .  22;    lelUip 

»l  miultsy  to  hull,  blJ-t;  )ii4  nrftu- 
ttiunt  un  U«  Pilot  imtt  ffurAliiHi,  AM: 
hin    lilfiw    1)11   t!.'  r.f 

Kncliiixl,  nii'l  fi  <>'> 

IpYJllnna*  of  Uri'  ■•\(, 

o(    pnvatc    ii>''  '    'M>1    ill 

Arcnbii>hop   'l'<'i<  i  v.  5:28; 

liii«  itvii-wioa  lu  ;.;  — :.  ii-cut  U»e 
S(«r  ChAiiihar,  iiVll:  hi*  si*H»ria(g» 
fnnii    irulitr»'"ii"fi.  MUt  tnTfiil^rr  of 

'  :  .  ■:     ■,:-    ■  .     ■  ■,,th 


_  gr  I.' 

bi'cbiiii;    PijrvpvorN    4i*»4 ;   rcccWefi 


Jrilil-     Iti     i<(ll<C<ii'     ill*    ritiiliAllii.lilCn 

Willi    (.iiulr    iun'Ti,    ,'>t8;   hin    l^aiiit 

• ■--■       ■■  In       I    In  .  .'.      M-inTiim 


I  , 

hmfac^  (o  l)i<:  f*|K»ii  wtiKii  aua  ui>i 
|i)<t|>UHl,  4n<l:  pii»)H-t|  ovt>r  on  a  va- 
tu  till*  SoliuUir  (lUiirraUliip, 
uhbmhfii  tli«  "  AtlrMni-ciaoiit 
n^,"  47.'*!  Utt»w  to  Tfhv 
■471       ■ 


El 

lUi-.-,  .... 

Wr   lu    btnliDi)    AiMlrenva 


■    l-» 

wiKi    hix 
I  f..il.ll>-». 

.1- 


ITf'   niif  (iTitiiiuH'iit.  ii> 
ltiriii(;   Ihr    ■^•■■tDti  of  I 


•nhmn  In  i, 
bropiMfii  to  I 

'  AllVM>>-  -  ■! ■     I ». 

Bto  l^iln,  4W);    hl>   tilvicc  lit   thr  I 
~..ii-(-  li'>w  fo  pfi^,-*-*^!  with    t>i»-  In-  I 


aiul  'r<-ii>' 


tloii  ipim  Uw   I 
winfffi'iK'i'.    B",* 


..r 


br  l.'illiiii  of   |j|Wn,  AO'J: 


Hi 
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widow  of  SirWiUUrii  Hallim.  188; 
a»k»  E«wx  Id  mcihnti-,  13*1;  Ilia 
vkwn  »ii<l   mIi  i< '  1  If  Uie 

rfi*  niililnrv  riH'  :•«!  I>V 

E»$»x,    IDfl';    hi-     _       _  .  I..'    (lii- 

pnec  o(  thr  nrvFnion  nl  tUn  cWk- 
•liip  of  Ihv  Star  l_1iiinil>cr,  coddmHciI 

Willi  «ll    i'lrp  ■■■--■'        -   !:-■■■■■    •- 

■  ion    ft    U\r. 

listnL'til  (il 

thn  iirvvoriiii-'ii  ul  hii'.lL..urL  ■  i.inl  llit 

niainU'nniKtf   of    Iilln^f,    1M7 :    sup- 

port  ii(    [li>     >'>).•!. .^     Mill.  'Jl  I   :    i.m- 

lliiii 

lu   Ulkl-'    ll[">ll     r      1  I 

alT*irs    III   ''rci!  - 

l«n«r  III  liiin  "II  ' 

Iptler  at  n-- 

ttvuiy  win. 

at  cvii^nii 


RcAiliT  At  Orav'»  Inn.  3UT ;  IjI*  mn- 

miii*  rT-^m  th"  C'ltmri!  t^  ar»i«!    in 


i'.\  u|Kin  his 


ncDacilifttioD  wuh  the  ijiirvn  Hlt«r 

iheir  Krtat  t|uarTi>l,  '£fl) ;  hM  mreat 

lor  tltbt   «Il  '  !      ,   '  ,,      . 

nf  titr  I.tfut ! 

Ink    of  t:<ii" 

231;  oikI    til  ihc   L^>rii    i 

joinctl  with  IVvloij  »ii.i 

llliliil«ti<iii  >ii    ^Mi,i,.\ 

vicv  lUkri* 

tJon  I'f  t.. 

Und.  24j.  I 

hiiu  f  nun  '  ' 

DMK  with  i<  - 

343;  III-    li-llcr   uf  ;>,Uur   imkI  wi^x- 

it)|{   (n  him   tmm'"lin[i,<ly  Wfori*   hi* 

^AtiifE.  Hi;   hh  '>ii;.'i;f»ii<>n  to  Uiv 

Que^u  lo  rm:ftll  liiiii,  :£o'J:  hi*  letter 

til  und  iiitBrvinw  wnU  l'U»-x  (ni  hi* 

»l|.i.l     :.  -:         '-   ■       ' 

Mill  I  . 
brio. 
piiMuU,  . 

kIoII     Ol     III 

qocnt  indi.;   ^;.  .  ,  -  -^ — 

to  ber  ii|jon  the  ca^e  o^  t«M!X.  'JitH: 
lijs     nnmilirc    uf    (he     prot^H-dini^ 
Mfpunnt  }'>M\.  'iOC;   U\*  purl   in  lliat 
proc»eilin£.  2113;  lti<i  li-lier  l<i  K^-c^ 
in    oflur    iif   lli-t    nwrvirf,    urn!    ".iti-i- 
qurnt    cnilvAvnni     I'l    '  >- 
with    lh«  Qweeti,   i.tit; 
lelten  In  be  written    In 
QuwM,    3Ul  ;     (.r    , 
•CICe   lHttWM>tl  hi-   ! 

for  th«  |(t|rj«..'  ,i|  >ji,.w.ii;,'.  llip 
Qiifi\li  what  iiiiii'l  F,— *•!£  wns  in. 
ittUi   hii    ici"'"'ni->-    nf   til.    r.'ii!    -.'..11. 

K 

iho  U'Diiiiiiiliun  <i(  iitf>  iEiHiicticp  Willi 
lM)Lh,MHJ:  hi'<AppOllltillt;nlaa  Double 


iitK  »!■   ""'  ■■lUiioi 


ill  the 
ihe  hi»i 

V.iVx  il 
Irr  uf  i.v, 
ion   of  i'okr. 
biiii  out  lit  III 


iDftki**  au   '*  :•< 
hU  i>lc4  iif  111 


uudor  the 
_     >-  ..-<g,    110;    hi- 
the  Karl  ••(  Suiithit>i 
ler  ti>  liiiii  uiioti  h»  I 
vnili'iM,  411 :  ' 
with  lln'  KiiiL* 


litiiliy  nbuui 
Iti(*ir(rt  him  ' 

111 

4 


vam-rtiifiii  ol    Lrdimiij;,  "    4'Jrt 
vion    uf    Ihu    dUpaiu    lictwren 


lUll 


>    <if 

n  of 
Ain- 
mii 
,.  ..f 
Mfih 
-lib 
i«- 
I'in- 
I  u> 

I  ih* 
ill  id 
411- 

ncy 

..MM 

htt 

;«e- 
■*!- 
i.il* 

lr«. 
■'•W 

I  n)i 

f'l; 

•  aid 

'■  ia 

;  l» 

,.»d 

IIB 
lib 
Ot- 

!.b- 
i--w 
iirl 
hU 
(ii5 
Hit 

■  ilf- 
'  <  ft 

«f 
..< 

■  •  m 
The 
UU 

Ad- 

biii 
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lliRb  rtiiirchmon  and  iKo  riintaii#, 
i-M:  [ir.'-i.'i.f.  ilir  Kh-'CwItIi  "<V,n- 
iad>r  .  ,  ,. 

i.r  1-...^ .,,     -...  . 

tiiomly  «tiopi««l  bv  u: 

not  ftmftlovwi  In  \Uf>  i"  ■'■ 

iUv  I-     '"* 

loitl' 

illi)Hir 

Ihfl  pilbliLBlliili,  i-PJ;  Wliy  MlltTVAKtl 
lo  l^ril  Monljiiv,  titi;  tliV  vilKlivu- 
linn  rmiii>Ict«  if  liis  •(iit»mnit«  nrr 
to  tw  r.-iUv-<1,  ^1;  part  Uk^n  In- 
him  '      ,      .  .I'llitiH*  iini.n  Sir  f. 

0»-  Ub,  41']:    i^   uro- 

\iU'y   '  ■  r  ti.  till-  Ixmlft  rt*- 

wiii»  durfjiiol  H  viiiifrnrrKt:  lii«  n-- 
(Kirt,  447;  i«  k|t|Hiint«d  Hfwikp»nuiii 
Kt  tMiitcniK*)!  Willi  llir  juilp'^,  diiil 
VHlIri)  upon  fikr  n  TPpifrt,  4-111;  In* 
|iriiff<Ml(itj  iipfi^nwl,  +M  ;  nn>ntl»>'f 
.,f  .t        '.       . 

tn  {in  M.iii  i.>  ilti  Ktd^  iliiir  |u<(ilt<tii 
t(HJvlmiK  pHnoynrn,  iA-l;  rr<-civM 
a  ^FSiit  (>>-  piitt>Dt  of  the  titbce  of 
fipiirncd  Counsel ;  aIm)  a  )icn*iiHi  fi»r 

Ku.v         ■  ■     '■   ■ 

cut)':' 

rr>    !■■     ■         ■ 

|trt-tiitv  it>  Llii'  rt)H>t:  svItK^i  m-m  iit>( 

nilofilcil,  4fli);  jiAMi'il  fivtT  Hti   A  VII- 

CMUCy    ill  llir  wtlicilnr  '• ri-i>>' 

47^1  piitilt»1i««  til*    "    > 

(i|  li««rnii)K."    470;  I' 

MAtLlicw,   474  1    III*    I- 

lli>)t(i|>  Ai)<lrfw<-i   47r/; 

civnr  «>ii    A   Ircnl    vacmi'  ; 

47<ll    tiMt    pruitiiaotit   in    t'«jliatu>'<i{ 

ilartnit    Uir    *fMi(>n  itt    lUOEi-lt,    ITH; 

ItlfT    '■■      "'-tl.-l-.i- '      -I 

tbc 
tie\  < 
hi;    : 
i|pni  I 

lti>  >. 

uoi- 

ilu'  ■■  ...;... .-,,.,.., 

luln  l^dii,  100  j  till  aiUii'it  li>  llit^  i 
H»ll*c    (""V   lo    pr-wTi-t)  will:    (h--    In- 

iirriini'         ."  ' 
Ihc  iniitiKii  (fir  I 

tliuil'-     ^    '■■  "■-     ■ 

ItUU''  


with  [VmIIcv  on  lh«  lubiHt,  M)T:  ra- 
Iftlioii*  with  SAliftbiinr,  bflO;  dniwi 
u|i  iHii  rMH-lititialiriii^  uii  ttio  ((MeM- 
tiim   rtf    j»iriMiK'tio»   .if  \hr   (."(nittoll 

(t(      Will.'-       ....,1     .-.>'u  ■  .ii.n;;    JiirOTi, 

61f*;  'I    '  I  C(inf«rji- 

iop  •''  'I  (otilli. 

'.    -■  ■:  ,'K- 

l..liy 
MiiiUicw  uli> .  I  '»  ifi  Kn* 

iiiaiii>m,  Tfl'J,  hiiu^  witK 

CWil.  l--irl  lit _. ,  ..W:  Icltar 

of  rtmrtv*}*  In  limi,  b'Jil\  liU  ar^- 
m«nt  on  111**  !''■*(  n«ti  qnt^ttin,  ftlM: 
llH    ■<]•  .<  '      I     of 

finglftii'  I  rue 

I^KAtni  o«k 

u(  ftriviiU'  iii*itit<'i4ii(U,  .'tiiiiiil  in 
Art'obtthnp    Tunmnn'fi  library,  bUf; 

hift«crr- .K.,i.. *  uie 

Hlnr   I  '■•  \igt 

fmm  I.  of 

,'  ;th 

Ui» 

:      \m 

tlt'-ut  if  ii\uyTi.V¥  III*  ix-ifiWHMtlllM 
villi  I^Jidy  l)onici.  A4Hi  hJn  LAtin 
lrvati*«t  "  In  fvlio^in  U(>nu>riaiu 
Lli^ilbvdiB'."  it«  iiKitUr*  And  ulijfct, 
Mit;   bin    (■■!!fr   In   Kif  ( It^if^jt^   '''»fy, 
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cniillf!    ili^uwr}',   <>.._.    iiM    tiiurul 
rliBincirr.  IIM. 
ItaMin.  Sir  N!<-In'l(i«,  f.-itlipr  "f  Fr^tirt*, 
i..  IM 
A;  hi 
into   I  <  II 

M'liat  <il(>it-    lill->i>l    <•>    IllL'  (   liMJIktlilor^ 

f4ii)>,  ii..  S»;  Ilia  lillc,  28&. 
tIactiiuL,  Wiittcrr,   i»ri  thi>  functktna  of 
itio  rutjitiKl  til  the  tJi^IiFh  Cvuidui- 

tfr.it.  ii.,  )H*1. 

Sir  llcnr^',  killrj  by  Hip  Iri»h 
i..  2W. 
1    I         .  -  A^*,  ilifCDVt'rvof  llie  aulliur 

..f,  ■!.,  .W8.  •"/*. 
[tancmft.  Arflilii»lioi»  of  CantatlHlfyi 
ptdc«-i  rt»l>y  Miilthi;«rMnf)»Tre5ilrfttitti 
I.,  &18:  conitnils  liiiii  to  tliv  Kle«t 
j.ri-i.rr.  TiV^:  wliulhtT  In'  tNmld  \w  iii. 
:ii  In  Illl'  "(Ireal  IiihUh- 


.    .  :.<  11  ^ntitUitl  III  nnviM'li'tir^ 
oYrr  liaruiiftK.  li.,  IH'i,  Bute. 
lUrkvr.  a  «iiil«r,  ii.,  4Ittl. 
.,..,  ._    »i.   -^i.rjmnt,  i.,  .1(W. 

I'mian,  fatlicrof  B*caa*a 

II.  Ali<-i>.  marrlT'l  to  lintan,  X., 
iicr  clianu'trr  tliil   ci)iiUitkiii«, 


;   ilii  .ii-'iiliiUtiii,  !'./■;, 

<l  Wf-lli,  Dr.  .tiiiiit^  M»nriijpii>, 

i.>     "tl    of,     lilM'll«-il     liy     Ktlfitriiiil 

Pcarham,  ii.,  48i  apn<>iiitt-<l  to  «KaiN 

(n<'  IVdohnm  on  •  cuargc  of  treaaon, 

T>.  nr  llaynam,  fSMninalion  of, 

11. t(. 
Hk-iI...  Mr  .  I-  ■  [li..  «ulj»Uv 

tlrhat^r  tn  I  ,  »U. 

Bl'Klt'i'"''-     ...  I.r.    .l.lrl^..(T 

lit  III  'i-m- 

ttinii-  ,rlct  uf 

liv"  A  (irontiw  uf 
.1  V.i«a\.«.,W\.. 
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Ikilfttnl,  K«rl  of.  Ilnr  impuM  on,  for 

BeraUiti,  8ir  llu^h,  a  RUt-l  fll  Umcdq'h 

Bein^rs,  bill  fur  >rxtir|iBtiuii  of,  i.,  90G. 

bGriannin,  <.')inluitil,  bis  vaiitniver»v 
wiih  Ihi'  Kill!*,  i-.  Ml. 

H.  ■  '•     ■  M,  pi..- 

II K  i.n 
■  .  I  !'■  t  wJtU- 
(>ii[  Mif^iilic^i  tuUJ,  u.,  4^;  uncitint 
|in)nitM-il  at  Mjtrtiut;,  nod  {fivcn 
Itiercuf,  40;  Uncnfi'a  itote  of  ihimiIh 
lo  tw  nbnenrrtl  llicraiu,  47:  uliver 
St>    JobiiS    niaiiifrMo    vgaion    tltn 

fimjecl.  anil  )truco'<lincs  vutiwqiipriL 
licn-'ou,  01;    rosult  of   tlio  cxiwrU 

liient,  112. 
IWiiiiift,  Sir  Juliri,  Itin  offeiiiie  Atid  (jftf- 

(l.in,  li.,  t![>0. 
Itcrcciiruth,  M.,  hin  c«lpiiitiir  of  S|>m)- 

i«li  StAlo  ^]x-r>,  ii.,  &-t3. 
Berkeley,  ^ir  M«iini:c,  \t'ip  ilrnft  of  nn 

iiiencr  to  lilt)  Kiii|>f  <Ii  ~ 

Commiini,  i.,  <1"^J  ;  mir.  ■ 

Initlce  to  draw  a  bill  *^.i  i 

utical  Couru,  ii.,  I(j;  colU"!  iti  i^ui'i 

tion  in   c4iiiiif!ciion   with   IVachitjo'^ 

COM,  tiut  aci|ii)tA  hiiu<vU,  M. 
fkltcutiiiii.JDreiiiiMli,  Ki'kdvnif  Gn^'f 

liili,  ili'ftlli  tif.   i.,  ^tfT;  lil>  iliiiiii   nn 

Sir   T.    llnlilM.  i9»:    in'^ri^iiititi   to 

Ilia  iiiL'iiKirv  I»v  IlitrDii,  4ftt. 
UilfiHi,  t'r.,  llin[i(t[»  iif  Wiitr)it'<t?r,  lij« 

<'ui)lhUulioii  lu  tilt!  BfUovuluUMi  ii.| 

411. 
Bin>:l>Ani,  Sir  I{icbard,  {.,  330;  i«nt  to 

Irvlaiid  Bfl  Uii^niU's  guctWMor,  9-19; 

h'n  •li-Jith,  240. 
Birt.-b,  I>r.  Tliumas,  i..  28i&,  M3^  AI&; 

his  (n;ariTn-ni   of    \Mlli«iiy   II«cmt'* 

corTe«[n<riilcnc«',    3tiT,    &(W ;     docket 

■iverlcxtkt-il  by,  i|.,  44^. 
Bishopi,  Kiii|^Ilaui«4'»  conrerrnrewlih 

tliciii  At  iluinptuii  C'xirt,  i.,  4J3. 
Blick,   Mr.  Jnhti,   ''a  IxssnllrM  hoy," 

hiR  virwt)  iif  L-oitf"rniitv,  i.,  4^3. 
HUtk-roiii.',    Sir    Williarn,   im   oITphm';* 

Ai:Liiii#t  (he  |,aw  of  NAtif>ii»i,  li.,  AiTi. 
ni"iiiu.  Fir  Hllifil.  f>ii' i.'lirisdiplier,  niiir- 

bliiil  lit  Ititr  army  notit  into  IrvUnd; 

rofiiAal  of  till!  (Juwii  to  muke  lilin  A 

(.Vimillnr,  i..   2.M  ;    fit*-  ^     '        ■' 

from  n-laniiiin  tn  Fjiyl  • 

.tmtV ;     (tin     .Tr!l-|rr    nn     ' 

■  ■  ■  1    i:ij  iLj,,:l,.4l, 

■II  in  llie  tii- 

cwwd  IjV  J'^mvA  N9  tua  rhief  iiiMl- 
f^lur,  AiT;  bruiij*ht  In  trial.  .IHt;  Iuh 
end  and  i-itiirc-M>>Ktn,  3bi ;  important 
ihitfini-nl  in  Uio  lltilflrld  vpy  vl  liU 
«XAiuin<«:i"i),  3W. 


Boilify,  Sir  'IliuttiAA,  liu  cnrrrunmd 

Mfitfl  Hjlr.i!i  rr'f---.  tlinf  ihc  ''00(* 

et  Vinn,' ' 
Boflli^r.  I'  ><.uin««tic  Apnt^ 

©CAry,    11 -„,,„..*L,i  r   thai 

Bacon  n-invrrv^l  hi-  '  :  by 

IaFi  biin.  li.,  lilO;  |>  ),ii 

(biMitcUT,  tiJi,  . \t^ 

B40;    rtf     hiii  ,     ut 

hoAltb,  U41  ;  III  .  ii(*9, 

8M. 
BoJjenua,  rev-idutMM  in,  li.,  AoT,  t40: 

tliv  inrliffv,  3:i  ,i'l|. 

Itcxwcli.    Hit-   \\  ..fi't 

lit.     .  .    ,.„. 

I.I 
Boir:  ,..,i". 

Ilitweo,  Sir  Jeniiui*,  AvkocJatMl  with 
tlaciin  in  Inrfiiirine  tiilr  Fanm'A  firm 
•piracy,  i.,  »I".  ivtr. 

BrobAri,  Duk*  of.    Atf>  Atijou. 

llriitliwaito'B  "  HouMt  UliuAt "  iitintML 
u,iiii. 

Ilicncli  i)f  I'rivileM,  eawsn  i>f;  arrut  o( 

a  invmbi-T'ft  wltritnr  At  the  suit  of  * 

tailor, ).,  .171^;  .Sir  t.  UooJwtii'a  c«B8. 

5ft  lioodwlii, 
Bri^t,  quitird  by  Simiii,  ii.,  &S7. 
Brlticry,  Cifkc'e  iMiiiiit«iilAry  on  For- 

Itiscuf-'s  dcliitilinn   of,  li.,  iTU;  viai* 

of  llt«   Iaw  rpgarding,  not   iuqumd 

of  il)i<  judup*,  ^>3. 
BriMol,  l-^rl  of.     .Sec  l>j(;lir. 
Broritb-y,  Sir  TtiomAfe,  from'  wbAt  ofRc* 

r»tM-d  t»  tlifl  CliAUCcllnrsUip,  h.,  BS. 
Ilfuiii'liiiis  tliH  diaeave  of  wbJtrb  UaciHi 

d...l,  ii.,  r.-il. 
Broi.l.,  Cl.  :  M     IV    f.,r    York, 

n»«i*t>  I't  iK-t',  ii.,  iHi. 

Brmv.     !■:■:■  ■    '    ;      ,(      K  <•!»««, 

lundc  ilurlvr  vi  this  I : 
Briii-4-.  .Itdin,   F.  3.  .^  :  td 

ilntlield  Jtsi.  iirintcd  i>> .  >..  .'.ii,  i^ufr. 

astt. 

Brucf.  U>r>l,  kflM  in  a  dunl  by  9ir  K 

.SiiL-kri||p.  i.,  TOFi. 
Brnni:kfr,    Sir    WilliAin,    ■  «ui(or,   P., 

4117. 
Burkbor«l.  Lord,  afterwnrdi  Ixml  Hijjb 

Tmi'Mirrr,  imt>  u(  th« '•oKtmiMMMHin 

>.  a 
<»rd 

l>u.<.tit.;l*.<<t^  ijiur^':  V  itlicr>,  Karl, 
Mnrifni*.  ntHi  jitibscqucnitly  lliilce  or 
6>#  Vtllicr*. 

Bucks  l,'*>uoiy,  ttiemWr  for,  rxpvIM 
frnin     lb»     llmi»»>    for    i»ti     invcctlT* 


Bi.- 
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BuUirw<l4>,  Mr.,  M.  I'-i  nti  a  Mtprfroiu 

ilir  Kii.iT  1*1  Till"  Spenl^vr.  tu,  i)i. 

Hurl  T.li.  iiJ. 

Uuif  111  Uvpiiiy  ill  Irvldad, 

ii>-- -  M.^roh  ii^aiiinl  tlie  kIwU, 

i.,217, 

Buritlilfy.  Willititii  I'fti?.  lortf  (Kliza- 
Im>i1i'»'  Loril  Ti.  .  Iiip 

c^  IIjicuh  lo.i.,  '  r» 

»iiil  )o  ihc  vjii'      ,     ■  i      1 

MHt  ill  rttrliAinrnt,  I>'«:  In*  «u|T|itr*ci| 
fcoliiii;  luwKril  tlto  Niiik-ctfiiliM-nuitt*', 
IM;  l^ily  |]]ii'iiii'4  Ii-ltrr  l(i  tiiltl  )>U 
tlirir  IwliKlf.  Hi;  inki'K  hi*  nrjilit  w  to 
ln«l;  fiiPn'r''!(ii'-r-.  -ii;  wi-In  "  -iifr.'i« 
t..'  ....  I,    ,,^„f 

ln|. 
<■!  jii'.i- 

curtnl  ))Y  Itliii  lor  Itjiruii,  4H;  rlianic- 
lor  II*  m  Mi«(r«niftii,  51  ;  liuciin'a  rr- 
iirwi'rl  iin|M>ii|  (u  liiiu  fur  ottW,  Vi ; 
Wfiltr*  ftletlcr  til  l.nilv  ItMOU  in  *)'■- 
tl«lf   '^f    l.n»rinll.  S'l;   lif»  (t.imniniotl- 


p  .  I     '      '   "* 

111*  ifivwlii  tt7 1  ■■  M(>iil)f>(i  til  by  Hir 
T.  l.'vL-il  lit  ■tin|W)rl  lMirntr«  <uit  for 
llic  Attiirni'VxJiip,  10|  ;  hi*  firntjnlik 
■  <l>tii)iii)  iif  iliu  in»tii>ii,  1U3;  hi*  K<1- 
ttiT  )ii  Hnrnti'"  Miutti  r  i-i)ni'i'ntlii|(  btr 
*"  I  I'.-icmi    I'tt 

I'  '     T  ;    11    Hli(i- 

t'    r  Itif  Hit- 
Liiut'iliiti,    iifit    iicutiT    nurii     uul. 
I3i-.  U  tUlUtl  liv  Idu  Qiit'i'ii.  mid  !«- 

fi'iftii^    llaoin    '■'    " '-  iniptloii  Iti 

tu-   villi,    hi.') ;  lijivo   tll*- 

HPln,-.  .-.1   ■!;.■   I  1.1)1,  175  : 

|i.  ..|.r..|irti'ty 

ifi  '   '>riiiwlr<l((' 

111'  :    ,   '  -    .  ■     .         '■ 

|lurguii(l,t',  A|«iil  III  dMlilieliliun  wiUi 
l-'niitcii  for,  ii.,  M4)t. 

Btirl  ■  -\:   •  -  >■■_  il.,  i2!i. 

Bcr  -lili-x.  TlioniA*  Cwll. 

Buriit.!,  (iilijiii,  UiMtiiiii  iiC  IiMli'hiiry, 
I'ti  Wiit>iiii.'1iitiir>   Itfllvr  lo  M.  Cri- 

Ilunhvl,  I1ii>iiiii>,  finw  uT  Bacui'*  h'T- 
vanlD,   ii.,  44i!   Ui«   report   ^  wlut 

1<ii«f<l  iH-itri'vii  ltjii<iiii  uiitl  tb«  King 
ielor«  111*  iTnv<t«ctiiiK*iii,  Wi,  443. 

"I  ■  ^      ■  -      ".•,  Ih'tr. 

L\il  ii,  Itll. 

C«'  ,1  .i^HMint,  i., 

lla;  ii»  tnuli,  Ivii:  iHiint)«r  vxpcUi- 

liuQ  lUttiiikl,  li..  hM. 

C»»«r,  ^.:    '    '   ^  •  ■,  r      "       ,f   tiin 

Exilit  I  !  ^'. 

Jlrit  jii II    ir.-r, 


i.,  bid:  hi*  Mliiniite  uf  the  inmicv 
valuv  of  roval  ricliif  pn>iMiM«l  tu  Ihi 

SiflntriJ  witfi,  0J5t  rcvcrsii'ii  uf  ibe 
llil*lrr-lii|t  fif  llip  Hull?  t;r>»>l(^  '■> 
hull.  U4II ;  Inn  li<»ilitin  ih  lli«  lluuM 
of  ('imiiit4iii*,  (ml:  lii«  auiUnriiy  lit 
niAttrr*  uf  llip  Lvi-lir(|u»r:  liu  Mpiii- 
lim  Us  Im  titc  Kind's  [MiniT  to  Irri! 
tiiN  e-lntff  wiilirxit  |>n'liNii)i>iiijtt-,v 
li«1p,  (KUi  •iitiriu''r<l  miiln-r  nf  ttif 
tfUlD^uu  oil  tilt'  t^fttiii  Conrrict. 
61*1;  »ii  a  iiHitiMi  for  Mtpiilv,  Ii.,  17; 
i>iie  uf  itic  r»tiiu-il  rvtmiiiutilft  f>ir 
ll)^  nril«r  for  tnrtiirinti  l*w«-li»tti,  W: 
Oni»  lit  hi»  exnmiii'T-,  M:  Iit»  nnf<r» 
uf  (lit    triHl    of    -  I  'i 

Uefuie  llic  t:'>iiiii<  i 

niti«   f>jr  Ml]>[n>t>iii,;  ', 

S\4. 

Vit\n\*,  niiittiil  Ur  Suain,  ii..  MT. 

f'4tut>nile<<  Cnivurwiir  Uiihwm  havao 
■«  itn  ntciiilwr  ill  Ihtt  lOU  Tarii*- 
iiitiiit,  ii-,  12. 

l_'iii»'l<-ii  Miwcllanv,  niistakfl  in  the, 
ii.,  3(W. 

Ciniiil<!i»,  Willinni,  (Ml  WnlfK'Ic'a  eoii- 
■pirarv,  i.,3^6:  on  K^tn'X'ii  r4'iii«l«t«- 
invut  HI  /avnr,  3411;  on  Sir  [{.  Hinjc- 
lmm*(  rh«r«u:tt;r.  i'lHi  on  (in«j»ifitui* 
*uHrto»l«il  \>y  I'Uwx'n  proct-OTliiit!* 
will  n-iTflfil  ti'  tir«  fnili  n|irHti(it- 
Mi<'nl,244:  •' 

llir   still  I>f  "Will--, 

'3T5:  oil  III'    ,    ,  <  ,  'ri  Willi 

ry>|fant  lo  )->Mr;(  ■  cniiii',  ,141 ;  mi  IJim 
fvvlini;  Qxeili-tl  Uy  Lady  SoiurrMvl  lit 
Ittr  rnri'li'inniltirr  '"'      'id;  |m« 

nol«  of  thu  tliFihi  loit  i<\r 

Ilio   Kin:;'i    rcc-  ■■  'r  .■   it 

Cdtlaitllril  tt<Hilll  III'  >inai<;.^fHrlll« 
for  Ilnrnn'*  iiivo^liluio,  414;  iiti 
Itariin  in  llio  Towrr,  >M7. 

C4Iiii|iIm<1I,  Jolin,  l^ml,  hi-  remark  on 
llat'on'ii  hrtl^r  *'  li>tirliiii|t  ilw  I^nl 
CliBin^Ilor't  plarr,"  ii  .  88;  tii«  b«- 
MTIioii  (lint  lUicon  allowi'il  hiickini;- 
bam  tu  ilivlAlQ  libi  d).i:rv^.  'J74  i 
r|iiul«(l,  M(.') 

Conlirliiirv,   .\rclil>ii>hop4  (if.      &<4  At»- 

Nit.  Bnnrr<^ft.  TtfniKiii.  Wlilii;ift. 

Cillili'rbiirx',  Itr-an  af,  on  (jueiiti  Eln:a> 
bctli**  Ivu  illn*>«>.  L.  XMl. 

C'iir<»t»,  L-in',  '  ■  ,   ..       I  .J  ._ 

riki'»    liol'i 

ii.,  a-'JO;  111  L 

U'lialf  of  iLil.x''.  'i'-'^. 

(.'arlrlMti,  I*willr\,  o  ni'wu-wrtlat,  I., 
'i.1fi,  <1Jt(  lii«  iKOOinil  of  Hai^on'a 
marrtnice.  ♦»*;  concfminit  Tohv 
Mattlivw'*  linprl«<^ntiiro)t,  MO;  bfa 
n<itr«  of  il<it>n(<-»  Kii'l  pn»->^pi|iiiL'-  in 
IVrliaiio-Di  f»liiliv*  to  itn- tii>-n' ' '-o*- 
Irai't,    Inipiwiltuna,    r(c.,    tilU,    Qli, 
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(tm,  mj:  tm  the  chu-it'lrrof  fUli>(th, 
ii..  .124,  notf. 
I!arr,  or  Carro.  notiert,  aftrnvanl  Ti*- 
couiil  KiM-hvMvr  «iiil  harl  ul  Saa)«r- 
*fl,  H^e  of,  i.,  057;  (iinler  lUe  in- 
fluvnrv  o[  N<>rtliBitiprr>n,  <t<WI ;  hi* 
marriagR  ttiih    (fif    Htvim-i!     Ijiilr 

[W-on  nn  III. 

tily  oue  of  (liu  aUvtM;r»  ••!  Uiv  xuil- 

iltfti  i1)»itoJtttU)ii.  li..  39;  Iii4  i-iititriliu- 

llmi  Ul  llic  H '   -:         1.  .     i.  . .  . 

•ry   of    (111 

Ovfrhiin-; 

liint^rtt    Mti'l    Ij.i'    V.  ,!._•.    7i;    In-    vuj 

pii'iuu*  loititucL  Rftor  tilt)  itii'i'tmi.'  i>I 

till:    iri(iiinii>>4i»iK'ni,    and    iM.rti>><;<|UL-iil 

romtnitlnl  lo  rlom;  i-ntilmly,  T3;  «vi- 

floncop  nt  lii^i-OHipltcity  in  the  mor- 

<'  ■   -  ■  •         ■■' li  by  C<tli*'« 

I  iiy  the  «Hit 
iiied  to  ttx- 
.  T>!«t.'i,  Ti ,  '1^1'.'  of  I  Ik  rvt(leiii-<- 
at;iiin*t  him.  SO  ;  nrraigiiui^ilt  a>>  al-- 
ct^Mtrr  iH-fori'  (hv  fiu-t,  iiiiil  true  l>ill 
foamlj  Hii  hit  uit<li»rliiiiiil  ilpilin^* 
with  Urn  8|)ani*h  HiTilin.v>a'lor,  tt2 : 
Dcvcr  «  pi'n«<ini>r  of  S)iiilii,  HI: 
brrpnraiioii*  (or  hi*   trill    remmcJ, 

Wfi;     lu i-l'-'-rs-ftll     drvtcr-*     fn    )|)ilU(-L< 

hliii     '     '  Ut  Im 

Xtuiu.  !  if   liy 

Hie  ji..  ,.  _       .     -S;  di^- 

Vtrrs  rraiirtctl  In  liv  htm  tii  dt'tvr  the 
Kiiie  frittn  liriDpiii);  liim  loirliil,  Ml; 
thrrdtrnfl  lo  brinj;  «<n>e  rt<\'u*iili*>(i 
«;0>'l>'*t  Ihv  KiUK,  ini;  ht*  Flt-Alt;;e 
lit,     l(f4:      Irinl.     c'liirKi',     rvi,l.'!i.--. 

(1t<f('ll*«,    VI  : 

124:    his    I 

ia»  ;    inijtn  ■  ,  ■.    '■        ■ 

(«iii««  iimm  hy— tdiuWni,  Ii4;  ■l>f*iH'« 
bf  all  uinct  vviikiiir  in  hi:<  Iftvitr. 
laS:  hl»  upfuircnt  iM-r|.lvKity  wl)#;n 
roiifrtkntt-J  wilJi  |irt>i>(  of  llic  dr- 
^Irui^liiiD  •till  iiiiiliUlii)n  <•(  li>l((*n>, 
\i6;  lii.0  rt'liiiitint  ttiili  ihi;  Kinc- 
mo  :  c<iuf%i-  cU-arn)  fur  Villii  r>^  |tv 
tlioUDor,  UU;  <-fi"<t  ..I  t>i.  (.,11  o'u 
(^iKtomMr*^  hopf  rr^lon 

of    UiiKknd    to    '  .    lUO  : 

"tlHth  hU  |i»nt'iir,  .11)  t  Wn-y  my 
KhBll  ftil  in  rftrliamutll,"  610;  »rlit  In 
inOucc  8i>nti^rM.-t  lu  |inM:e«(l  i)uietlv 
to  liiiktriHl,  li.  IU4. 

C^ir-l*kerR.     8st  I'urvevnn, 

CttrlwnKtit,  IIioiiuk,  Vou>cnnfoniti«t 
iMdrr,  i.,  17. 

Cary  (or  <.'arew),  Sir  Gcoffje,  rfrmm- 
mt}iidfil  IiiT  iMrn  hv  Y.-m.x.  nml 
w)iy,  i.,  ^*.  'H^,  '*">r,  411.  ««"<'.■ 
Uacon's  Ivtin*  ti>  itim,  willi  liik  "In 


frlirnni  MfiiiM  .^•*."5ft2: 

Uu  iriil'i'ili-   V.  ,    "itJS. 

f  -  ltiii:>«iii'« 

*« t-.  •  .    '■•'-.   ''•";     iiiil    fi\»tV   of 

liin  deatli,  WUt  llM-i»a'«J«ttvr  lobim. 
M'l. 

i   '  ' '  'lor,     flestrncliou     uf 

<.  i.,  393. 

:  "I    liu    ramitiiriiy   id 

1>ha  K  |ilu),  luid  II  iliin  u(  tltttfio* 

allntU-d  In  Uit-oit.  1..  370. 

'-'■    ■      ' '  '•■  •     ■-'nr  Uuiofif 

r,f  their 
i..    i...^'    .^^,...1    !■  17: 

j'luttxl  ti|Hin  '<  I.'* 

|tr<iiiiUM-«    tif    !'  I   ,    i(ii); 

i>ti(nnir«i  sihI    umlctmiiwra  iii    nd^- 
ion.  li.,  15<l. 
'  '-  '-    Utpi,  BMnn't  (m|tMft  to, 

Rotifrt,     fifti-rrrardi    Lord 
<■,-,, I,     ^  .     rii«,     nod 

fJirl   tif  .r  uf    hin 

lillllBr'ii  '  i.  M  :   part 

lukvii  liy  liitii  in  <kil>;>  i  \tm 

atiil   con rcrrncv,   7^,  si, 

M;  p^ilTF^JK'fUiunrc  m  "  ivip^m  rul- 
■tit-c  lu  hh  prticTUfiit,  lOi,  IU3: 
c*invrr^atiim  nlili  KvMfft  atMtiiC 
llACifit,  111)',  i-tiHMKli'r  iif  hi*  >>liilc^ 
iit«it^lii|i,  IJ'I;  tifiiv(-i>  l^tot)  ■  tOM- 

M^i'    irCIII     lllf    l^in-Cli.    iil;i|      mrivei 

liis  nmtni-r,   IMI,  lOI  «| 

i-ninttv  with  liim.  Iih,  .[)- 

ril,.'   ■-    •■  v     -V.  ,   of 

•  ■  -'^4 

li'  OI 

I  ■  ,.I.M- 

«f 

'iJi 

liiH  Villi'  ,ti|. 

nD»  v(  'til 

iho   Qiidii,  --  ■                             ijjr 

llat'itn  when  :>■                               '  '.1; 

rh.Ttni'Irr  I'f  '-                                         nn- 

I I  .«■ 

11  ''  t 

tu  ^'. 

]•!■  iilrt 

Ii-  itie 

.  ;■  \'a 

t<!r  fi'.ti:  Uui  <  aU 

trnnticM    wiMi  liy 

llw  1 1 r,   \..  .  ,.na 

ii.  I  iHr 

l:,  .lu- 

ll ifO- 

t    >  <Mtt, 
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nftN  Hi  ili«  Riigli»h  Council  iMurd, 
Irt-ti  af!«ir<t,  .1!I5:    1ii«  iti>-iriKtioi»  to 


III  iiilv.    Ji:.;    klkr     ul 

ttiii  >' iifi,  nitli  sn<i(unt  i>f 

liu ,....tir«,    4ltl ;    lii<«   tboTv 

in   Ihe   pr.Mimhl*'  lo  lli«  ArtirlM  i>( 

Union,     4Mx     a^howa     on     tnt*^***!     in 

Uoeou's  '.■■ 
upon  «  ' 

a<r  '«   an  )n- 

ci'in- •..■.„,  .;.  ...i-  ;._.  „..;.iln(;  lliv 
NjK«k«r  to  be  too  id  la  ifo  to  lli<> 
Hoii«c.  V»! :  wliv  hf  'M'l  fit^t  •"tiMiIov 

li...  ■■  ■        :      -■    .  r.;. 

Cfl'  'ir:, 

&lH       1  ,  ,    ,,r, 

1U  *>MiiMi>li  aiuriMl  ihun'<>ur<u-  with 
hiiB.  b'Jii;  ivUvr  of  ctjurttf-v  from 
l^r'—  -M-  — nrral  churuoltfV  of  hM 
itf  .  i,    fofc  ,-   lUKiiiorfladA 

«tf  ■    (n'    «n*   (•">   !«"   rf* 

till 

hi.     .,; 

iua  ria  liXftl  ['r<'4Kiitft,  ^T4  i  tna 
•dirnitf  *'(  tti«  fiKBt  riiiirrnci,  fiTT; 
III*  way  or  of>riiiii£  th«  nei{<>ii«ilou, 
A7B :  '«mt>if;ultf  of  hi*  littiutiuua 
wit!i  r*-_-T»n!   It.  l!i.-   fliln^r"   "ffi-f.-l    in 


ImtKtMlbilitr  uf  knowiiiit  whedtvr  tie 

lud  <l(>iil[  foiirly  wiili  th^  fCint;  In  itie 

liuttar,  Ml :  Ilia  ui-w  |)l«ll  of  utK^nt- 

liitttB  tUrr  liip  riiulriti-t  «&«  ilerlunNl 

<!riil,   4134;   its  failure;   is  <li- 

I   hv  ihe   King  ro  coniidlt  hdw 

■  ."-liiiri'TiT    TTifiv*   f-iiil    i"iii!r-Tly  : 


|tot<nn  iinnti  ■  Ni 
lii.    <lFi«th,   KTih;    t. 


II)   of 

..!  i.(  tin-  r*v. 

rn   fill   incr* 

cliMixIi'i-,  It.,  JJi  l>;t<I  u  i;oiMl  motliiHl 

in  llii>  iiiifotlvp  *!ciMiniiH'tit,  If   bid 

•  •<    ■'■      »■  ■■!      I ........ I..       V.<.      .,.,tp    of 

1    •«»( 


■it      HI. 

fa  VII  r 

rcrii,  ^        I    . 

non):  !>>'■  K tii-r  it<   > 

*■■-      I- lllji    .L-   .. 

>:li  Ti'ifaH  lo 


.11.  i.. 
■  with 


<rtB,  nplii>rUcu9  concern- 

'  lulliiin'r),  Sir   TboniiiB, 
I  ti>rriiiri' Ht'iir>'.  i..ftXI. 

i^au."  .  .Jitii,  .John,  I 'lull;  -  '  ■--' '% 

rorri^;*|wini1i!tit,  i.,  3^5  ;  <  - 

h\-  tfi'tr-  t'-ltiiM'r  r-i  I    .  I 


5J1 

of     Lilt)    C^itlilllull*.    Ki  "{<.- 

ini>IM-0    ul     It,    ttSM;    1.  Ill 

u(  tliti  };ttvi.Tiim(rtiI  (>i '•!"'•  •!.  ■•:■••     Ilia 
di>uif>|i>>iiilmntil  iit  tlir  rrfuKal   of   itir 
Onnmiili*   to   cnliTlalti    if,   rifi;!    M!(;- 
DtAtlnii   iif    a    . 
&07;   hiB  u-M*     I 
■l«nili  •'(  11'  11 
Irr     ■ 


in 


.     of 

a  i;riiitt 

hit    rx- 

^  in  tdtf 

]iijilillui' 


ffi' 

ul 

1.1.  ■■■■.:■,, 

MWltcr  •'(   iiti|iu*iiiiiii»,  ail 

tlan  of  il«  lvL>alUv.   lll&:   ntriiuAdck 

Ih-    '     " -■  -1 ■   rin» 

«...  ,,ri- 

■[U«l-]  -<. 

•Ul  III  r. 


tWfMll 


in 


iHiiUnoul  ullrl  ^riil<:iiL-i',  u41 1  Uiu 
WilliAinn'a  filitloii  iif  his  letttm,  348, 
note  ;  on  BarJtrr'*  Uciiii;  nia«I*  Ser- 
icnnt,  tttlO;  on  llu*  ili'iilli  of  AnlhuPV 
Mrt'-oii,  rWT:  -n  111-  tWi--'  b'-I  nn    K»- 


guvi 
lluttc 

V»ll<- 

Iji.l. 
iaiini 

It.. In 

»ll»»' 

i>r  t 

luiu ' 

tliofv 
pniti 

■n'l 
(ion 

DItil 
()|U 

her  I 


u  KliJCMbcili  -  l»i  liliiiTM,  (ttii; 
'«iif  lliu  piililir«(iiiiiiil  the  "Ad* 

i>n  lh«  b«n- 

!.w.  ^2l  ,  n» 


111  lU 
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cmt,  TOi:  on  ihu  f)niVAl«ic«  of  dtiei- 
Ifnz.  TtiS. 

Un  lh«  mcddllnB  of  Ilie  KioK'^ 
Crli!iMl<i,  Ifll*t-M,  ill  lliR  t:l«i-(iufi»,  ii  , 
7:  litn  coiiiitu-iil  oil  llt»  KtM);'«  r[>«K-i.-]i 
(o  tiie  itew  I'ar1>iiiii-nl,  II;  Im  at- 
C"nnt  nf  fli»r  pftK-cvdn't^  t'lsl  It^l  !(* 
Ih  '  'iiiriQ    u(    Jnin 

I  .7;  lii«  111')- 

|«tc.,  (itr  llic  Kini;,  46;  uti  iiK;itJei|tB 
lOnnnpcti'd  ivitit  l'i-ji<-li»tii'A  CKsr:.  &8, 
[so.  CU:  on  >*•■•-  '       "-■-•{  fyr 

[Oil   rtir  (■(tiiMi  ■  i\    licr 

Irijil,    UW:    .m   :h--    T^:!-    tual,    bis 
benrin^  lliriviil,  124:  nn  tlic  jMifiiilar 

riiii..T>    rflaiiv.     I..  '",, '.!,',    iiiMiii»»a) 

f  '-cnn- 

■  pp*- 

»i'.i"ti    :'>  UM-  .-^p.ii-ii>ii    ::ii>ii'.i.  ^>a1     UH 

tbf    udt'iiilntii'V    uf    Dublcnieo,  etc., 

wlifii    IWr-it    l*Mik    liiH  •K'lil     ill    (lie 

riiiinfi  ry  iV.iirl,  'if.t;    on   tlm  oITt'rl 

,  wlii'li  Itfi.Nvn*  l"i>l  lu-«lil)  wQ-s  likoly 

.  to  linvo  III!  IliL-  tMi^iiK'^."  uf  Ltio  LikiT 

£C«>ufiH  nnil  Div  i'ouDcit,  312;  »|Mr«lui 

[lo  Wiiiwu'til  In  f«vi>f  of  'I'rthv   Mat- 

lliiiw*»  iiuit  for  IcA^v  to  reltini,  224; 

L  liM  in!flr\*i('w  Willi  Mailbow  ai  Win- 

'wnoilV,  2'24;  nn  llic  fnviir  <i||i.w«i  (<i 

iklnttbt-w    tty    Bai-nn,   223:    (m    ibu 

fKmc's  recetiti'in  uf  Cokf   Hi    Novr- 

nmrkcr,  22-^:  oti  C'okc'A  iif|;(itta)ii>f)» 

fur  tlio  uinrriflgff  of  hiii  ilmi^fbtrr,  anil 

III*  difltTfiK-ea  wilh    liiN  wif«,  2^1.', 

211:  on  ('oko'it  forcible  rwm*ery  of 

hi*  daut^fitfr,  "iW;    on    Winwood'* 

CUIlduol    id  th')  rii:it!>r,   '2',2.    mi    Hlir 

rrucccUinj;*  iiicdii  ■'  '    l.wlv 

lullttii,  itiiil  liur  -<  ^r<■^ll■ 

linn  (0  llio  Kiiiff'.-'  .......  ..u.  271: 

on  the  (li*poAal  of  ihe  -vnU  tii-l<l  liy 


tuftim,"  564:  on  ib«  Prwotf^in  rf 

Et.Mi.  .-.71, 

111*,  uhicf  J^ 

"M.t  ^ ;.,  -■..  ■•■■u. 

Cliim-Wlltr.  I.finl,  \m  fc«i  in<l  aIIimp- 
Bn^»'^  ii.,  .'(Oft. 

~  '    of   ihe    Elxcbcqoer*     5m 

''•>iin  tif,  luii-xiicfioa  of,  lu 
luHiivfK  of  «l«cli(>it  rtlumv  >••  4Wi 
mitl  Kiittr'A  lirtirb,  contlUc  of  jaric- 

tlirt      t       ' '      ■  .     -■-      ot 

Ilr-    ■  ..<^. 

flU'ri:il     .l;;i\i  u  tfl; 

]ifH!«i'h((t  tbi*  K  m- 

wr  i>n  tbe  'n''  il>- 

M-fliiciiily  pn>'i  .    ill 

l»kc*  htt  fcar  .;«- 

crv<.-s  ill.  nut  l.<  -v- 

vcrn-il  on  u|i(>i  mh. 

c*>Otliii^  ftir  Tf\  I.  Ut. 

rbanilo-.  L»rd,  mi  iiiiviHliug  UuclLu^i 
i.,  T<»«. 

t'barico,  rriiKf,  afti-rwiini  CtuHca  L, 

tint|HM«|^  li>r  bi«  ntnTiift^e  with  Iti* 
iifaitin,  ii.,   I{t4  :    n  frifiM  tn  rnW, 
S2^;   *■        V  ■■-  .     ■    ,,,  (,y 

It...  .,..n 

(■■r  ,,,iU 

tftllnu    with    Uatruii    sttil     Utwttnsuv, 


4*2:   liU  nniurk  on    M" 
nrljotir,  4ul>;  iMMjufMi 
ruiiuiritn;  Rm.tin  tn  m 
to   tlip    .  ! 
niovt**  n  I  i 
part  in  ' 

l-hini.-iil,  :il\tt  ittl  ;   \'. 
lotii-t.-  Ill  Ijit^  KiiifT,  M 

lO       B«r.-Tl         :1— :-         1. 

fidft;  lii< 


•111 

•>» 

hi« 

■  !lt(. 

«• 

■  ,.t, 

■  to 


Id  iiui^  atioul  luii>f;li  idlvc  in*  iK'ulh, 
.82^;   on  iUl'   aiKiIoi.'A',   (Mil>li»he*l   l)V 
Sir  l^iwi^  Siiielm-.  ^30:  im  (lie  feel- 
ing of  thfl  pcnnti!  inwiinl  Jsmeft,  ittii 
UU  dcwtuiil  ol  !*«■■'>(»'■  h*^Uti.  *M: 
c«n  tlic  nltrm  "f  '' 
istion.  .^Ij'J;  on  Hi 
liiin,  J7G;  oa  ihc  >: 
nott;  ou  tbe   PrvriiH«Li\t',  ^M\    on 
llip  poverty  of  Eni^Utid,  41 1;  on  \\w 
cprnnony  of  crcaiiMj*  1t;uon  Vi«i.<aunt 
St.  Albnn,  4Iil:    mi  ilif  caitdrvncc 
tom-oniintr  r"'*^"*".  4**:  "o  Il<»iH»o't 
,:.    ■  ■,.    r  -]7:  .<» 

i  . .  Fvnii 

..Veil- 


initnn,   iyV'x    ("■H*   n    > 
Oil  >    "'■■  '■■*■ 


.SoKOM. 

rbi^'bi^ter.  llKlitip  nt.     Be4  Ami 
Cliichrfili-r,  Sir  Artbur.  !  '  -'  ?'-- 

Ireltdd.   »<'li*ci«  thr 

new  !«ir'if'^lii,   !.,  t''- ; 

Sir      ' 

■>!. 

Ii 


■til- 
<<-ril 

\T    lloilW 

:.  war  fnr 

(.1.1 
Mirr.    (Sff 


,  -if 

■fiB 

■  I  J' 
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Chfif  Benin.  Lonl.  bu  fee  Md  bIU>v- 

•nre>,  H.,  Wi. 
**(ritri*iuiiilurii,  Notoou  prewiut  SlflU 

Df,"  «(iii>li'<t,  i-,  8. 
'*  Cliri^iiiiiitnie   do    FraoooU    Biicon, 

I*."  il.,  OJO. 
Cbtullciitli,   Captain    John,   cxaniiricU 

rrlaliv'i-  lo  UiiW^b'a  i'X|ictliUuii.  ii., 

acii,  nvfe. 
Church,  ilitwndionii  iw  to  (mvrnimciit 

of  ih*,  i.,  10:  prrK'wIiiij;'*  w't*'  r»- 

uanl  to  ?tuu-<»>iiti>iiui»b>.  10:    Lnilv 

lUoiltl's    tflli'r    III!    lllL-    ■ulfji-cl,    2(>| 

nn<>iin)ininii>iiit;  ftlti(u<)i>  »i  H%  nm' 
tln^rttiM  iMiTiinV  Kit*  I'urit-'^ni,  ;i7; 
r.-.  .   I*..   '"         |,it<. 

«  .  1..  iiiiM 

|iluM)Mliug    ii(  briiflU;f»,    «irt>:     tiili 

•j^itiPtt    willful  al<>«im!    fnim.   ^179; 

(llAriiitc     '■  '■-  ■  I     M    -'■    '  '  ■   ■:  ^mu'li 

aii'l    i'  iii« 

tl>IK-|k)l.  :LIl>n 

nf,  *■(-',  <.i-iil*  r  ■[.  I-  III  II  nn[i(iill 
Own,  44-1:  pr.itft  fnitii  tli.'tVmvn- 
ration  ilouoc  u;;(iiil«l  lli<<  |iniii<ii*tiMi» 
of  lll«  llttUitC  of  Cnnitnoiu  In  rloal  in 
iniltC'Aof  rt'Iit;ioit,  4.VJ:  tlic  I'nrlc*- 
tant,  in  ttaii;;<-r  ln>ni   live  Kitig  u( 

ClinrvliiU.    .'riliti,    IIi-t.'i'.t'Tir    In    ffj,,,. 

wp?',  '  it-. 

4t:i;   11^.  i.m- 

liiillrc  1  :               .-.-  .                 -.1...  iird 

bv  llir-  Lords.  4<il ;  iiuiructioiis  (ur- 
itut...|  111-.  4<ll. 

Ch<,-  '  :i..  Ma. 

Clii  ''-r,    M.  P.,   i.,  Mi;  nil 

(III    I  'ti>r  III  ilti!  Spcakvr,  it., 

M. 

C1lMu«  PortA.  initDiDlment  lo  vird«n- 
•hip  lit.  i..  m. 

Clarvn>lon,  (iidnanl.  Earl  at,  no  tiiv 
cllAr»(!ivr  itf  fill*  "  l)ri-Urrtliitii  nf 
TmiM)o."  i',  ^t'Tt  i  rill  iIk'  ilinrf^ftrr 
at  Vil'ier*,  i  ,  "i-M  ;  U\*  on""""  "f 
l(ii-  Slur  '■tiniiitwr,  mill  nCL'^'-int  of 
)l  x'li  Icil  tniuuvrrihi'MW. 

■■<■  iv^'iinllnt:  liM|<uiiv)i- 
iit«-^i..  .—Je. 

Clerca.  Ihich/  of,  compftitinn  for  ilir, 
I.  fl*) 

Cl.fT..  ■■."■■■■"  ■       ^-  ■■  (IiOtl 

'1  ■>. 

C^ii  1.1, 

1  1.  of 

I   iho 

l..>>M   <•       »   ■■'• "' M'V    <I«Atb 

of.  If7- 


*tl>t(;  EMWx'ft  prvtvriiU'il  fpariif  twliif; 
rnurtkrvtl  l>y  liiui,  311:  uxumiU  hy 
Ear-vx  uf  fiiri-ii'ii  [intrl ii-vK,  ami  tlo- 
iiimid.*  vxi>lt)i)ai"'ii.  •1^'^:  i.'Iimi>;h  rv» 
ln.ri''.i  I-  I  -^x.  M'\  U\f  plot: 
ftal-  I'll  with  it.  4.1". 

*' Cof;!  . :  "  ri>rr>-*tw>ti<t<'n4-e 

will  ■"•. 

ti'l.  r 

it  n.i  "    '    .  ii. 

Ill  ltlr>ll>>p  AitillVW^^,  M^ 

OlcD,  C(<Miioiii.  Nir  LdwarU'a  "flgtii- 
iu);  M>a,"  ii.,  A16. 

Coke,  .Sir  Wwanl  (writun  aUii  Cii'ik. 
auil  CiNiWt>),  .Hpi'i|k.i'r  in  iliv  l*nrlu- 
int<nt  of  lf)'.li):  r(i)t>  mi  ilivi^ttnti^  111 
rurlmiiK-Ml.  Uiil  down  i>v,  i,,  U'i ; 
ihp  ili(v<-it'-  ini'-*«i:<'  in  nftfrpinT  In 
iho  Cuiiiniona'  iiil*'rr«i«ncv  in  mtIv- 
^ibulical  Kixllrnt  ilt.livrivil  hv  him, 
!»!(;  bia  lalcr  vifws  «•«  fl  -  "'i  ■  -th- 
Vct.  W  :  i-oiilfii"!  iH'tv  I 

Itacon.  115:  to  l>e  \?!i 
I2j;    •lotcrCji   in 
CniM  11    lawv«T. 

lUllon,   lUi;  *■-  .1 

Af^inxt  IviiM'X  hcdirv  tlimiTnini««i<i(f 
*n>  Bt  York  TIoiiiw,  £U4:  cMinliM'ti 
ihe  arrai;frtii>eiit    'I  *  '      ■'*- 

ain|>tuu,    ^18;     I.  :. 

■VJOi  «()Jcvl»  III   i  I 

lo     iniprnipt     liit:     v 
I'bnrfli'*    l"j"rJc    witii    '  II 

r«Ii(-li>n. -1-iii    M-  1 

caw.  43U  f 

Clf'li  ■! 

kti.o 

hM 

In    I:  It    iriUi 

lln> '  p^fKi*- 

iiiin'.i.;.,  I r 

Ulm  ao  n  v- 

tlia  Qii«rt 

pitlWiila,     >ir  .'  ;      l<  <  f 

xUti  mnniixr  in  .1 

wn»  (-oiniuciril,  t  '.i 

the    iKUrb    bi)  I  Uirf 

Juvtk-q  Ainlvr*''  !  in  lo 

niuiial   lh«  l.onU  -i ^^utii;  tlin 


prunvpitivo     loitclnii);     furvrvnnii', 
470*    niinnml    fin.iii»ili>M    •<!     -lAo  ■ 

iiin.t.    f  ■     '    '  -;,!■...,,. 

PI.  . 

hi*     ,  a 

Jadci^.    ••'JU;     1.  tM    itiu 

Kiiic'*  lUiiili  II  ''V  Ua- 

Cfll,    ■'  "         ..-..-..    '  '    ;       ,.  .1    »f    lilt* 

Kill  iiariiiii*  frmn 

lit.     I  '<;    -wnrti    a 
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\jctrd  upim  111-'  qtuwiUin  i>r  lm]KMU  , 

tidil*      '■         ■■'         ll'-    ■   '    ril.-.l.lllli.ll    Irr     111,- 

lien. 
ihu  - 

III     liH'     ?.lK.li_-     ■■!     Jir.i  ■ 

•lt);;h'  mill  n]inrt.  Ml;  < 
|iriv«lt>  •ipiniiiii  uii  I'll  ill 
V««tf.  !>~ i    -'  Ui    tiiii'dli- 

{r«tO    the    11.  .    rldirv,    74; 

iM  nrvotftiui V    1^    11  "I  ill"  Crtru- 

iillt!it.v  iif  Uic  ^oii)irn»cI>,  *4  j  luft  uIk 
kv(ioii  to  i|i«  |tn~i|»»iil  to  rontryiiU 
Wc*<<iii  with  lii«m,  77:  miIo  maii- 
iipu- of  lltd  triMtk  of  llitt  ('uiiiittnmin 
i...iit;..ii,.,!.   -tH  .    .IN.  ..V-'.'.-,    rvi.Ii-iH-i' 


I  warrASit  ftir  hwr  r<iic*tvvrr  •{iiiTImI 


I.,  h.ill      .!  II 


]1. 
I    .. 

K 


,,V 

liii) 

l,.J, 

irr 

tkc 
(Jut 

I  iiMi 

■  •ill. 

'   )!<■ 


illtlu:tlUtrrit  ot  Jfn' 
urHi'or^   iif    III"   I  li 


I  I       .  ■      .     '  r\'     iu 

£>oiii<:i>t't  M  |>uk>u^Mou  ul  tl  cuilllduu- 
liitl     JU(>ulrti     frtiui     UitftiV    to     tlirt 

Kiiiff.  U*:   his   n"i t    -H-irf  «f 

evitlnncu  s^»iii>i    -  li;  Ui» 

ii«i6  of  I'riinkl'ii  -,   Hfiil 

l|itit>  wl  di- 
|-i7:  lii^  I 
clkil     eiri'l'i 

ttactn,  l^i ;  lii.i  oiimImi'I  Willi  iKKUiU 
lu  tJiu  (.'omini^ixl.iiii  f.iA«,  liM;  liis 
t-vimivL-  oiif'Wvr,  (  "  -..,n..  i  k..r — 
tllcCmilicil  ^oJ^ll^ 

Cromi->t*q  tliiit  ih'    i 
ia<l)ii;{     bill*    <>l  I  I     I'C 

l>n)ii;^lil  Ki^;iiu<>l  1  -It   Hie 

Kins■^  tW.uh   5li.  .  .1.  1-lJ; 

hit  tvnaiin:  of  <ti«  -amv  ilri.' lui:?  m  itie 
(hif)l  iMtrt  t'f  (Iif  "  dii'liliilrit,"  144; 
hiiviiig  fiilcil  lo  «ii'«Wfr  ilir  I'liars".'-* 
to  ilie  Ktu^'s  Niii>fn>*1iiin  Ik' i^  •ii«- 
(iciitli-.!  fnuii  lit-  orllc**  diiil  i-iijotiicrt 
(11  nv  Ill-It  liii- '"ItciK'n*," 

140-  ili'-ri'iin.  I'i;  («(>- 

lilnr    I  '<i    llif    cJiiJ^r    at   Ill's 

mimvMl  ln>iii  Ihv    Uelivli,  182;  Iruu 
f^rnuml'  nf  th«  jtamo,  lliT  c   iann^'s- 
lii'iia    i<iinMluood    by   tr' ■    '■■•'•    •'■  • 
itiWa   uiitl   ^Vtrriiiiiciil. 
r«ll  IIMI;**.-  d  liijn  \i\'  ih      ' 
nmtrli    Iwm  in    lii> 

voiinjji'sc  JtiUii 

Villwr",    li-  :..    favor 

«::nin  l>r  ViWirr*  nuri  itii<  Kmi:.  i£i7; 
bill  miiltvfc  K  iliHinillv  aljiiiit  tlit<  pf^r- 

tinit.  ■"■'       '  •* '     I        ■    '-  : 

ctimi''  II 

Aiiii.i 

rti-rijivii-     ih'j    I... 

offfr  of  Iwtltpr  it)  I 

U)r  curriod  awa;  .  --i- 


l<. 

SI>    ■  ■  tl   (roe   . 
20:  put  oti  II I 

inj*  Aiitl   •■"iiis.i 

421:  fvp*irtt  ("roin   l^ 


lirHint    III    Ud     ht-Mfil, 

tluit  to  jimtifv  xn>  i 


Jll     :     ■ 

cjufr ivnt-o    mtlh     III 
4W:   IfcwonV  Brpri  ■ 

4:t-i      '   -   --I-  ■    ■ 


iliiiiir.  i 
4:iK:  hi- 
4:iy;    I.I 
Jiirriinjnain   ■ 
motiitn  (in  lJi<- 


Iho  Kbuve.  II 
lion,  ti..  271) 
ton,  IjmIv. 
rotiini»-i»     anil 


1. 1 J 

-  f»- 

■>*■ 
^: 

-y- 

■  '!«. 

.  of 

'.la 

■  00 

rila 

I  IIIH 

->H 
KM 

'»^ 

;.■-*!* 

ila 
i1h> 

HIO, 

-Ut 


■  >.ll 
l|(« 
<    t» 

ilw 
■i-r- 


'  of 

Vll- 
!UI- 


PUntatian«,      IWtm'i 

\-irv.-i   n>|jitii-v  tu  (be  Mii«tili*bm«Bl 

rnui-mKnt  uf,  ii ,  lUI- 

-  I  CochI  »ii4  Evil."  H«««ii*». 


IXUKX. 


CTS 


ComniendAni  cm»«,  thf-,  li..  134.  I^i. 

"CtMfliuuDturiui  suluiu*  ^iV(>  t'^ixlerm 
»i\»  Ancilla  Umit'irin."  llHtinn'* 
■ol#-i>f>ok  no  dcftrijiDttril,  f'Miii'l  in 
An 'I'li'^'T'  'fVnix'u'*  lil;ran-;  »iMn- 
01'  '  ■imiincms  ou'itJtcon- 

l. .  .  .1). 

Cbiiii  <inalcil  111  IiivcstimtK 

11'  ij.iiiutt  EaMx  ■!  York 

]l'  'mfit. 

niPfi  Ity  the  Kinit  (or 
otiargos  sgaliut  l^- 

■Itiionof, 
.  i.,  46.1. 

.-    Sn-h- 
■  "I 


n  : 
1) 


Mhl 


juri^ilii-tiiin,  aiiil   llie  nirlit  nf    (ne 

>].,..„  I,     :!■•■   K,(i   (,,.■  ,i....i.i..   .,.p.^,.|v 

I-  u')r 

II  u  i- 

c.  bv 

y.  .  rni- 

fliitwra  i:a11i-<1   U-tufK  ihtt  Cuimh'iI  Ailil 
Cfiminitln]  to  pri«nn,  Vi\  del«l*  r>i» 

m"''  '!'    *■■■■    ■'•     7^:    coulvTvnce 

f"  iinnilctl  liv  tilt! 

1.  :    tr^r-  Hill  for 

ll.'  .     ■,     .      .  ,,n. 

II-  ■'!»: 

IM    .  _  llh' 

»><  »i    Uti'   i|ii>'*ii<.><i.  ''i; 

{•  ■—  (Jiic»*ii,  ttm»ucl»  tli« 

b(>-  .in- icnXill  AllV-   lull  t'MK'h- 

JI)|I[  ntail«r>  (•!   »lettr  ur  i-aiiMr*  fLtrli^ 
•In^ji-iil.  !t5  :  !in*T  r-i-l  'iv  KhTtittvllt. 

2t"ji       ■      ■    .     . 

P 


4«i(;  th'ir  (li«4'oiir«inr*tr  f«^»*f'i'*«  •»/ 


tltuiliM'iMwv  ol  till.  (>iin)Hiw.It>r  I'lol, 
«n«l    iiK'f^Mni'iil    III   ;,'Miit  H   doulilo 
■uliniilv,  4T0,  477;  tlit-ir  [irnc'"'""* 
»i*aiiH't  |vi|ii*t*  nml  nt-ifant- 
tlirkr     prticrtHlin;;-*    tipufi    llii- 
li»i)     uf     Uiii'Jti,     4it.l:     liu:- 
ilc(wnil<-tiiy     iif    tin-     I'n'Wfi 

l.oril*    riiilri>rittl1(l    t-nlM 

rt^trlhiiliott,  TiSl),  vcr. ,-  i 
[>i-iil)i)ii  (i>r  littcnv  lo  trral  n(   > 

tiKli 

In  prii4t<;il  will)  Itlf  >< 
llipir  w»(in:'li  ("r  irvori 
inipiHiiioM-.  '■'•'■  •'■■■"  .■  ... 
Pwi-ivi*     III'  II    Die 

tliriiii'„'li  I'"  :  tft"if 

Umi  <  '  '" 
CAl.lr 
linii  :■ 

I»rr|vi  iL.tli,-!-    ^.^,.t^'•■ 

50.1,  i-v    on  s  |i" 

fonii,  li'ii  .  11.  I.  .!.■  lilt  u  "■■  '  ■ 

grant  of  iiub)ildio«  anil  r 

ptiat|Hirir     tln'    t|'ii'-(tt)H 

tin  ill' 

mm  Fi 

I'nrli  ■ 

tiriwvaiKt'*  i.n'*i*iilr<l  I" 

Itiicon.     (il'i;     tlioir    <l 

witli   t't  ■   (■■ ■ -■■ 

elr  I  ' 


^;? 


or 

■if 


I'll 
til 
f.- 
Ill 
>■ 
til 

Ur, 

,1,..- 

!"■ 
tti. 
I, 


<•'  .  ;      ■  ■    , 

IImD*  mill  ili«!  Kitiir,  Hf'i ;  liirlr  pro- 
iuiM)iti4[i  U]Kiii  rliiirch    n  fimii.   I&U;  { 

vot»  n.  43 


•ii4;    lliirir  itiBiil  ul  fuut  viiImE- 
37A:  llieir  pnH'v4><lliiir>  nuttlnit 


lo 

C'orr 

til 

to  n 

ul 

<   Olll 

11- 

tbp 

•1- 

WlHl 

ur    mil,    bii* ;   llivir    fili«l    intu^«i   lu 

pnK'i<i<«l   upon   ili«   tnnuii    l«>t   pn»* 


I  irni  il(M<i|it> 

Twii  (hinl»  »•(  lUr  i(ii-iilb«r*  of  tht 
n«w   tlou^  bold,   IL,Tt  rtMiUtloB 
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IKDE-T. 


li. 


lnrrtNlii  'i>L- 

ami    at  :  ''"■ 

III;  rf-.tini..i. 
•  i'lfrulion  lit 
Ivr,      IT:     rr,,., 

' '  '  Cii:   KlIU 

(1   of   llii' 

n    ,.  .      .irr,"     18; 

n'a4iliitiim  Ui  Inkif  itio  qupMiuti  of 
lmp»">lionn  tirfom  tit*  i|u*>ati>in  <if 
S»(iti.ly,     IS;     r»;-(>t  J  nile 

III''  LtiU    to  *  C'ln  I'li- 

iiiK     liii|H»jiiii'm".     I      !  '  ;ri-» 

ft]i|HiMil[-U  to  (irrlutiv  it.t  '.L,  *iU: 
(irrnar"il  lo  vole  llwriilly  whi-n  tl»e 
|)nt|itT  lini*^  t:uiiii'(i,  Iml  nuulvml  l>) 
do  iKitliirtQ  ill  \\%n  MiAltt-r  of  Hiiiiply 
iiutil  "omHliinjT  tttis  htrvit  opl'-rr't 
!■■'    ■  f  .mI.Iu-.  M:  ].'■ 

II  lll'f      will) 

I  :  ri   ti>    •-illlfcr.      ' 

uikI  r>iu>t...i,  ')";  niiDttr  uf  witnln 
H[M>Lfii  in  ilic  (."iiitiT  ltoii<M>  ill  i|i«ro- 


HIPP 

uf  the  1*»L 
Mini  pa    tir 


Ul     I 

Bpcech  in,  itH4',  .> 
put  nn  (iikI  i<i  iI 


lie.  ft'jli:  I 


CO*"  to  <ll. 


4M. 


m-;i"iiii'-l  Mt  n-r  ni-n.i  tmir-,  .;"i; 
c>iiumittv<?  to  i-oii'-idiT  wlici  i«  lit 
further  to  Im  tluur.  37:  iLifMrluUnu, 
11"  ;  f«<i«<?s  of  llh-  dhMduthMi  MS  >l«- 
>rTil>»(  liy  ('linniberlnin  moA  l^irkiii: 
Kiiptiotetl  c('ii«pinw-y  t'>  hring  (hp 
runi«mrnt  to  ooiifu^iuii.  3~,  9^; 
crf»ir-  flitil  "••ti'ti-**,  41 ;  m»t  n-^poiMi- 
I  '.  ul  I'f  llir  (-■iiiiii- 

li  Janic"  I.,  I&tl: 

I  - .  I  II  with  Mil-,  lyj; 

I'  '  ntfc  Willi  «  frrr  i;ifl  nf 

1  .    Mitlutiil    M^rriKP   to 

U.i  . i'lii ;  (UTAriit*  iK-tillim 

for  butu-r  cxoc-utiofi  of  lnw*  «fi«in9-t 
rvcuFUiiti  (IUl'dh  liriit)*  ctxiteii  *u> 
li|u>kc4nmii  for  l>i>llt  hnn-i^*!,  42^: 
»ciileiK'»  Sir  I'Viiiirit  Michctl,  .1-  P., 
nnt  liviit^  .1  iiiPtnbiT  of  Uif*  IIonM>, 
for  nn<>i)*«>4  ti«l  ai*aiii*t  itic  llouso,  to 
\ttfv  liiFt  i'omnii.«%«'ii  aiol  no  to  tbv 
ToMcr,  4^7:  orUt-rs  n  -^urcli  for  |itv- 
cvlritt*  tliotvlo^  what  tM)WL>r  lht< 
lf">i"r  !iS^  tti  ntitli-li  nRf>niu-K  not 
')  -  itiat   tt   lijut 

'■  I.I. -I    (llAt 

(•>r  |t>ioihl)iitvttt  •'(  littl 

tliv  N«lif.  il  iiiu.-'(  ii  '  ;i|K<r 

l|iiii-*r>,  i'M;  iK-iiiL«  oi>--.>  >-  I'  iriirils 
iK-i  onrui^ly,  i>t2:  (in^imrxi  (or  coii- 
(ftviKKt,  4't4:  lion  rodinl  ahiiMtn  in 
«innt«-it|  p«irM)ii«  und  dc»ir««  »ii<itl)i-r 
i'tiiili<n-iHi-,  \lti\  di'iiuiMUjtiil^moiit 


Ifl' X   lltl-tMOll.   •'! 

wutiir.  ii..  4W: 
to  hiin,  Gii. 
(.'utiAiuitmu    ibc  UrcJit  cail«*l  Tni| 

«.  «„|lfl..,*,.r."  (.,  HI}, 

r  "*'  '■  'Jre'il,  S«Iiklniry'ii«r1] 

'  ,        -  '■    lylwMiM.    S«cT*lArr 

tyuiff,  ii-i   5ttl ;   letter  from 
US. 

Coolte,   Sir   AnDiony,  {;Tiin«lfa4fMrt->l 
Fr«iicia  Unoin.  I.,  1. 

Ml  li:  ii..  4:14 

Ou|w.  (>i)t>    of    ttip    ihij 

kill  I  Udfiirt  wwldtq 

Coni"  iirlca.  on*  a( 

Nliriiiriuiii|.-M    -    .         ■ 

init  n  Im'w-ii  'ti-; 

tllii  Houto  of  i'lu. 
Corruntioo,  I'liarjrp  i.>i.  . 

ii..  45d;  ktalr  ul  llic  !>• 

451. 
Oitliiv 

cil. 

PXlttlK    >.lll     i[l         t       I    '    II'    II. 

('nitiin.  Sir  KoliTt.  nolo*  of 
tnntinfi,     jtw\    at    S«iin»'r»i>l'<| 
mftit4  In  n^e^H  in  him,  ii,, 
contlurl    III    irtcfv-iRV     (w    R 


INUKX. 
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pnpirni  for  3nnt«rKtt  117;  S^nifr- 
Mt'«   flMv    in   ilie   iirjt^tifttious    with 

t_;..<  ■  ■   ;,  :i4i. 

iC'toi''  '  <>»*   )»•  ronrrntini; 

ih''   '  'III*  Oiiinl  PmIbUiic  tu 

the    llo'it'iiu.iii    ihmiiit,   il.,  730;    n<l- 
Vbc  priiiiipt  aii'l  [H-rPinpltiry  ilraliii^t 
with  Slihiii  ill  llic  iiiuilor,  D71I. 
ttrt,  [Hiiii  ftf  thr  M'trx  t'diispinilor* 
f«r  allackii'i;  ninl  litWint;  [)(iwM:%-iioii 
of  thf,  i..  ^il;  jHilicy  r>?cuniiiii-iKl<^l 
bv  Bdcuii    I"   Vtllixr-f     iu    rc^nril    Ut 
m'timm  of,    ii.,  IH-I. 
ov«tttr^  nnd  t.irtilti-tt),  Bishnp  nf,  umi 
of  Xhf  i?{<iiiiniiirt<ii  iif  ftKir  fur  fxami- 
li«liun   tit  cvldetico   atniliiit   Ihu'wa, 
II..  483. 
CovenlfV.  I'-rtl   K^p*r.  H..  HB. 

|Cm.:<  .t     Lord 

K.  tc. 

R' 

ill    I 

))luu*r,  &Ha:  Mill  uDviim:  of  Cuwvll 
»;£Bin9l  the  Hoiito  >■[  4'itinni(tii»  cuiii- 
rwretl  vrilli  Su  iI'iImiS  niriiiii^t  lite 
kiiip,  il  ,  tVi;  r<ti»|»;t r<'il  Mill)  Cukv'a 
i»li;»iit*l  Itic  rniwu,  17ti. 

LC'rattt.  L>r.,  Ivtivr  fmni  Sntiiflnel  (o.  m- 
(Isritiur  liini  tu  Mtciiil  Mvcrbury,  tl., 
&IS. 

^Craiit)uurii»>,  ViocituiK.     AVt  C'ncJ). 
TrjiiirtrM,  Sir  l.ltirtrl.  'fCMtitJ't:;  mi  In* 
(11. f.  .,  "  ■    t«, 

if.,   -■      ■  :i.- 

Cfl|>--    IliHilr    <iV  llli:    lUlricvi,  III   <AH! 

•  ■(    IliK    I'ttti  III*  i; (il'iniol  111,  4.U), 

flunk*  lii'Mrr  i>f  it,  i4!i ;  <'XiM*eiiiil  (<> 
Imi  niailf  l.nnt  'I'MUMitrcr,  544:  <*imi- 

filaint-  a:r«  tf^  Itlm  ^irt.l  .jiiirrdl*  wiih 
A>'  '     i'  I ;    gTOWt 

in  r 
fCflv    .  -   .     .  i'l. 

f.,  aHi.  nvlt. 

;r«w,       -   -        r    -    'r'  -       !'     1.'.!>1. 

*'  •!  '1.1 

o( 

UU' 


0"t»'y,  Mpn«o"''(<'iiIlr<l  "S^i'mdirT  of 
|i'rn"i'<\"  bm  mhprwm-  mil  kiiownj, 
t  '       <   \V'>tl-<it|{liDfii   to,  dr«wQ 

.  »..  42/ 

«■  ik.  Sir  .'(^(iii,  Kiiijc's  S«r- 

jiuiitl,  uitulit  A  |iui^ii>>  Jiiil;;!^. ).,  504;  • 
rcfrrtc  lur  lb«  i>iiit-iit  i>f  liiii*,  ii.i 
430. 

0^unlW^^,  Rdwonl.  Ixrnl,  inipDcilc-d 
in  tbc  L»«ux  oi>ii*|urdcy,  Diiv  iui- 
\H»vi\  uci,  1.,  370. 

Criiwii,  ^niwinK  itt>|H*ii(tiMicy  u[  U|miii 
the  Hoii'c  tif  I'nititnnnff,  t.,  tfJH : 
ttHCdri'H  ibiMiijbIa  nil  tb?  ivmcily  fnr, 
A-IT ;  wliv  it^  patriitiaiiv  crpw  iint 
will "■'■ '■  ■  •   ■'■-  '■■■■". "t,  57a; 

lili;  III'  i:ll    10 

K-t-UtX.-     .Ul-|l-<il      |Hr--i'.      li.ril      iHiilif; 

Arniltni*''!  f)"  ItiMUfliiii'iit  tvlifittini, 
ii  ,   ^>'li   llucutiS  i.|H>iitil»liiiiM  ■•»  ibii 

N'tioy  of,  u\Hn\  tli«  L'oninton*. 

lIvlirA*.    i-iii|ilifyC4l    bv    VMtH    io 

lilt  ilj*bi>iil  Jc*it,'ii>.  i-  ziiS:  avcWKii 
by  l-A-t-x  ■>  .me  vf  bi«  fbi-r  liiitii- 
j|(ntiini,    y4V  ;  -HUj 

point  in  wl'.  Inmt 

tlitw:    )■(    III.    '  ,  -,    351 ; 

lii<rtMl.  .lil. 
Cuiiil)^!!!)!!!,  ICarl  of,  iitic  of  tl|»  l.*um> 
III  iB>iiK)i>i>     to    beitr    lb*    cbArK** 
iiKjiiii>t   l>l«>wx    ai  Yiirk  Hoiut,  i., 
S1I4,  i<W«. 

Dauc.    I>t(.,   AmbHAMulnr    in   ['riiico, 

•ii«:oi>fdiNl  by  HW  A-  I'aulvt.  1.,  8. 
UHrb\,  iMiv,  wife  u(  Lord  Dleamero, 

i,  IJW. 
l>4\otiiH>n,  iti- '•■■'■   ■- • r^iBdl 

ibe  lli»bii[>  I 
[Uvt^K,  U>nl.  I  iiiltiff 

II  'Uiv!.  i.,  7*1'':  I'.,  J,'' 
Dbvct*.    or    Mnnvcr*.,   Sir  rbiiriM,  i., 

tfttO:  drctiirntl'MM'f  bi»  (<itind  in  tbn 

AdvM^*ti>4'  UbTuy,  K-liiiburKli.  lliUt; 

nrvlwd  co)ir  of    bis   di*cUriitiuii   In 

,,;.,.„^^  ....      ,.    ,,,,r.    II    ,>-,,     ..    ,.    . 


aii'l  '  - 

(9;  bu  jmrt  in  tbv  cbMrc*  a|];Kin«t 
Sompr»(*l,  IM:  biIvUmI  witb  aluMt 
rreiKirBfion"  f"r  r  iifw  I'^rllfliiK-iw, 
!y.*\>,  »i-iit  by  tlir-  lv)r>l«  to  Mtforni  tlit 
t'«i(niTi..fi->  rlir.t  ;'.i>\'  .-.n'  '■  iilv  l.i 
„..,.     ,  .  ,    .       , 

or  ^M  ■-■■-■  ' '    -  ■ 

•ncr,  il.,  4^1  i|ipnimnl  tiy  Uir/w 
IKMof  bi>  cJi«cuiort,  Wa. 


Kjnii  witbout  r«M>rrBlioii,  (iOj . 

David,  Kinfr,  bi*  nib>((irtbi>  i-bi<tmiif 
(-■•iirti^n.  ii.,  lUAi  bii  fwii:ti>'il  iiiml- 
iii-<<  4itvd  tu  a  prvL-pdt-itl  by  tUlv^b, 

.Tin 
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r.iH          V 

rvxv.  I  ii'iu-x'  ;■                               ■ 

^^^^^H                ba-t^iidiir  in  SjMiin,  «vnt  fitr  in  g)v: 

Unvriitinll,  (tftr  _                                               H 
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^^^^^H                                         «T1il 
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^^^^^^H                                      fur 
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^^^^^H                 iWi;  jiililitiMUiil                            iv 
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^^^^^H               cvriniii   nitnurK    iii»»iii    itm   S|>ni(ii>b 
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lu  •{Hiiik  Httlt  tt  ■Iviiig 

Duitrli,  lif..  M  »iiiliir.  ti  ,  4)17. 
IfnrliMiii.  Kii'tmnl  Nfili^.  llUliop  of.  ou 

-■'  ■' ■  ^  f'lnr  fi>r«K- 

I  if--i  llactm, 

■il'lll  llf  [Kilt- 

uhiiK'iii,  Ml. 
Vynii,  Mr.,  Hill  n^Klmt  Pitentf  lltlro- 
iliiccd  tiy,  i.  377. 

Errt.iwtABTii-.tt.0<3Liirr(LQui.-«D*ime*< 

"•trc  cotiecriit    -  ^'  -n,  i.,400. 

Ectlr«iH>ikAl  !itii«,     in 

10i:t-H.  at  I;  .1   rrirnnlinjf, 

ii.,  (1;  i-niiuin',t.  t:  iiii.jvi.vl  far  by    Sir 

M.    IWrkrlov.  1(1. 
K-l'iin,.,!,.    (       ,K,.l.  „f  (he  Comicil. 

'  ioe(i  in  cbart:«  of. 

^liiriii'H'.   >i:    :  .   ■^'if  'rtli-fnUB, 

Cuiufiliullnr  ..'  .     .lIvTrcni- 

uivr  r-r  Mif   '  i  .  t;ft1  :  ni>t 

1,   ii., 

1   ■    ■  ,   .     ....      ^ ■:  iinlc- 

cHriio,  iOtt  ftnil  t*"l*. 
KtlwiirUt,  Mr.,  hU  lir*  of  Kalruh  cited 

Hiiil   c<jnutienlc>d   on,    ii>,    aif^.    SHi, 
^  :i3;l. 
l-^p-Mmi,  F/Iwird,  ■  di»flpp(iinte«l  Uribor, 

prr.afnr<  u  birtittun  Mpaiiifl  lUron.  Ii., 

*iti,  41  hj, 
Kfizritm.  Sir  Rn«rlitnJ,  lli«  ••Uitr  (i«rty 

In  ill*  utrne  mtiiwi,  II.,  A'.H. 
flffviin)     Sir    n(f>mn«,    ^niwimv  G«a- 

,      '  '       "  '      ■       -'.II..   I. 

>  ibc 

>  ii    ou 
>  »i.y7,  I.. 

'.''  <<   itii  Iwiitfj 

lir                                         _     _       ,        i--^     "tj  llil« 
■--■liirii     |...|(,      1..      .,1      U.l     to 


And  oUuni  mi  the  Ovcrtiurv  cjim'.  Ii. 
79:  l«tlrr  tiiMii  ili'-»n  In 'ilir  KiiiK 
tnur!iiiiL_-  lii*-  ".'ii^tidn  of  a  «in'f*-*«or 
to  I  '•:   (•nice  from  wliicli 

h<  <  <l  \u  diL'  tlianrullur- 

>tii)<.  ni.  |.<<siiti:4  wt  t.Kf^l  SloWAnl 
*t  Ilir>  trial  <if  tKr  Stmirrkri*,  ld3 
WftOcUlcil  with  (tuont  in  iIih  maili- 
iiuHlim  ti[  Cokit'n  ltt>;ii(ri«,  174  i  lli« 
"(M>ser^-»li<M»i  nit  I  lie  U^T<]  Cokt't 
Rppi>n></'  iHi:  iiidiii-t'o  tlir  Kiiit;  lu 
arv«pt  lii«  nepi^inlion  of  lli«  chAUiv)- 
lorelilji,  I1IH. 
Kliot.  8it  Jobii,  cunnitanMrv  i*1,  on  thtt 
drtiM^H  III  C'luifli^A'*  lir>t  t'nrliuuiertt, 

ii.,  aw. 

Kluui)M>th,  Priaiyt*!',  tlnii}chlt<r  u(  ilainf* 
I.,  mnrrwl  In  Krvili-ritk,  CuuiH  r«lii- 
tin>'    i..  i-'-.".- 

Rlir.i'  -t  KDclanil.TAkeatar 

iy  i<  -•n.  i..  i,  3t  loyally 

evIiH  -1 1.  >t:ii.i  iitT.  3, 14:  tiiill  it'f  ex- 
liniiinilliir^l'iili  ;«i^iltinL  liiT,  >l.  uutet 
Mc^tilinliitn  /nr  Iht  |in>jci-|<'<l  innrria^cf 
wiih  Aiijoii.H;  Itatiin  rmniiiiiiMlnrt  ro 
fat?rt>i'  Sir  Amino  I'aiiIoi,  11;  liur  «iR 
ill  lH'>tuwiu;f  fttvom,  1):  ii**i>ciiitiHii 
III  >li-(r>iiiM>  itf  [ivr  WUf,  ih;  tivr  fmhcy 
rt'lalivr  til  I  hi"  \iii».4viifiiritii»l«,  Ifttil* 

Mai'>  ,  tiuii  It  1'. 

m.TiiI*itrii  fruiii  III- 

ttioiiH    tlwtiiml,  -- ,     ■  .    .■    -    -  .  ..,i» 

U'wanl*  the  o[i[<u«iia  niiitriuit*  '*c> 
t(oii*i  43:  hfr  rnrlv  ji«t mri'tirM  nf  K«» 

•|.^     -       !,               "  ■        ■          I.-p 

o«^  I  ' '  i 

em-                    ■  "; 

l^'Mlht  I    rai^i'tin  «  iit'> '  -'. 

her.  *I«1;  iiii.w.-ii'il  I)\   I  ■  - 

nllcmiH  in  ihw  rurllnu.^ ...   ..  :o 

Mttlo  In  fdvnr  of  Uit>  ftii»li  ecrmiii 
iili»»(tlt*'»  .|'i»'"tlr.ti"  "f  ioM»(ihitl>iinil 

-:                ...  ,| 


"  nr  K»«»'X  rviiltiiiiiiiKv  »>f 

.iM.",i   ■■" '•-  j»  *<(<lro*M^I  hy  I: ,  ■'■■.    -.. -.    -.i-i 

.  itteil    hy    1  favor.   HVJ;  hi'r  r^fllntf  towiint   K*- 

SU;     W    '  *i-t.     III!     h<T    .li-pf..n^iir««    InwnnJ 


»ltiiH<:l    lit   [!■ 
lDoii'>|*ul1r^, 

loUir  "llll     "1  .:iiui     <iiir- 

lit;;    tl."   I'lt    I  :   llln   iniT-  1 

fliniiU  ■'  rii.M  ■  \>Y  him,  ' 

4UA;  111*  p.iNin'.m  i-i  .luim-^'i  t.'ouncil,  I 
n^Vi  1  jriinnl  III  troiiuillmiiuil  wllli  l'«ktf  I 


p.. 

Ai 

VrtlVuJ  ill  hV 


^iVl.  I  V,   I  tu  ■   Ci 


loueh- 
(if  Imr 

I)  wiUr 
■.!•  in' 

tiiititioti 


of  liur  cotiiu'llhitifn,  IM;  h«r  inaii< 
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rrrt-ipl^j  678;  hrr  mvntittmy,  R78:  rti- 
puitl*  for  pri'jw'hi'rn  lit  ltl<i  P«n'-liv 
frvt'tnl  liv  hi*r,  (l.ii  :  ISdianti  iiNtrv 
(NjiMllliillcn  ot  In-diiiil  iliiriiii;  hf  r 
rriffn,  'Itf-'l ;  "iilv  nni'  lu-w  lm|".'>»ti')n 
Uiil  Ujr  licr,  ii,,  311:  her  mlii  a*  to 
llir  rh<>i( I  tiiitlini^uiliirn  iixl  rv^i- 

cr-  in  u>  lirr.  2.'>ii ;  pro- 

pii.  .    ".ifLA  ■iin.li-  trt  ho-f 

Itv 
li" 

M-.-v  ■■         ■ 

lii»  .VwUth,  Uil'. 
|:'Env«ni'^rr,   Lurd.      5'«  Efrerloii,   Sir 

'flliilltA*. 

[Kllift,   I>^>lic,  on    lt«rott'i   "UlMorin 

Viltf  ri  MaMi-."  it.,  &fU. 
iKhfti^,  iiol*-*  of  tliv  Utnia'  (Utwtu  bv, 

nail 

Ii(U... .......    I-,.  ,...., .i^-  vm, .■....„,;, 

Of.     - 

never  mi-tvliAtii',  &7S:  rotiiiiltnii  nf 
th«  ]>«oplo  rvlalivc  to  Ciuml  l)unl«ii», 
697  ;  |>niwtli  of  lite  miliutul  wvallli, 

iCriK'*!.  Ari-h(1(ikc,  Eliubr<b'«  nvf^itia- 
litDi*  Nirlt,  i.,  l3iK 
Er^Wtiic.  r*Jr  Tlminas  i..  413:  maAe 
CsplAJu  of  the  Giuird,  nVc  lUtt^li. 
4U. 
Jl»fni  —    -  --'  --(trof  ilm  M»fvini  JMt- 
<!    In    h«>    alH'litihvd : 
ilill.  n-rtv,  I,.  ^!•^ 

,  iffiji  . !    .    ,  : 

IwOi   puljiicjiliitu  ul,  II.,  bli3, 

:  liniiw,  i.,  .111,  :iU  :  liivMleil  br 

|^p  Ii    '  -   r      '■ ; '.  -V  of  il*  Winjc 

f.I.  .  1. 

^'Ea!•^^  ,   }'^r}^^f,l•l^■n}- 

tlli  i  ' 

ic 

■nl' 

B»i  III  >h-  II' 
04:  hU  CotiM 
leotlrr  ..r  .1  r.iT 

71 

l.jll 

lilm  ;.    -  .   . 

KM:    cATOMtaoM  o<   bli   Ittton    in  i 


h 

■  rnntl 
'  him 

» 

:    II 

Barnn'x  behair.    104  ;  hb   favAnble 

»»ii(.rr  t,f   iitM  Utiii-n'"  mliiri,    kmi; 

I-  ■'  "   .     119; 

■len 

!■■  1    '     ll'Ull. 

]l.i;  lti>i    u'.  ut    rrf;Aril 

to  bin  liitliK  1  i.'ilo*;|i,  iiiiil 

it'   > — It-     1  .    lUi-iiii  i!b- 

KfT*.    116; 

■  i.|ICK 
-•    HI 

'    i|*iW 

.,    Ml;    bft-tiLliuucit  ilt- 

t.  .   .iii'a  Kiilt,   luB;  III*  Hit* 

ei,. .  - -^ ii'b'MVor  in    Urivfi   nn    it 

crlMs,  l.ll':  lii>  ninrtifir«tinn  m  ibn 
tinis'ft*"  fin4l  .tr..-»Mii  with  rBfpird 
jr  ■'       -   ■:  ■  'i  "     ■    ■ ..  .^'  til 

:■  ,     ,    ^  ,      L...I  (o 

rh*'  UmiH  nf  ftin  wrvire  whicb  hii 
(.v)ul«l  offvr.  ITO;  tliinjsirrof  Ibu  capie 
at  wbkb  Ld  wm  (>lnylll^  witb  thi* 
Vjni-eii,  ITS;  nn  i^^f*"!  li"'!?!-  witti  bor 
-  1  173; 

111  ion 
,  .  fur 
tlir  i-'>it<luvt  of  miliiriiy  ittu-iprMVM 
oil  ■  jircai  oralc.  ITfi  :  bi*  purl  nt  the 
cnfiturr  of  t'lwlit,  177!  bi«  pr<ip»*l 
to  folliiw  it  u|i  by  ibo  <-4|iIurtf  of  (ba 
h<inicwnril-bu(iii«l  Itt-'im*  (In-f  mrw^ 
mlcil    Iiy    ''•"    i^'"  '  '•'* 

pu^ittoii  nn  hi*  tvit  1  r  «if 

ml  I  ^  !■    1.1   bliii    fti  II  hi* 

I  I.    t^ittfii,  \'iHi  bU 

I  I  it.  ll*ft|   rrfHM'« 

n  •■■■  ^-M,  ,i -■■■!    '■■    *  ---niKl 

PX|H-tbll'<(i.  ISO;     I:  <     tba 

W.ir-IfifJi'ttMif  lb>:  '  .  bill 

■      "■    '    ,r„fM.i    M,.lu,,M.',   1,1T: 

)[>  hi*  •nil  for  tliM  bniitl 

;..n.    1  ■i.i  ■    a|.|»,niii'^    to 


rtviil*.    18!);    Iiat"ii'»   aiiprrbi-fi'too)! 


J  <  I'lthtni  ul  bl>  pm- 

iioK'ntttcenf  ojui- 

("■Tiw  -    '  ■     ■ '  ■  -li   bi" 

Kii<l  1  f"rl- 

liiri*     ■  'II  (l» 

with 

.    bl* 

I    ihi) 

Lonl  Aitrninil   tii  cid    Knrtiifnii,  '/I2: 

pacitiiMt  by  being  nuuJe  Earl  &Unbal, 
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of.  '     ~'  '  '  M|wni1}i)|{  (lus)  with 

H.-(  :"«■ 

Eton,  i  •    •       -■■•}■  >'f.  )>'.  A70,  A71. 
Ljt»iiii(uitnpii "(  •■lt^[»p'■l•.■tlpcP^nn•.  hnw 

cf>i»luctu>l   ilk   hh^bvlU'*  rv'wt,   i., 

Ut. 
jti  bcquer,  Bucon'A  «|»ph  liiiufticinii  on- 

•.fniim;  ttc    i'"vtrr(v  "f  Ibtf,  ».,  b3ti  ; 

,1111 1  ->  iif  tti*,  it.,  W3. 

£xcli>  I'Uiiiiiift)    iSoliciUir 

0>-t«->.><.  ..|-|-  .•.U'fl   VUivt    Riirun  of 

Ihe.  K,  iTi. 
Exrirr,  K-irl  of,  k«|>l   waliing  wliilc 
:  v<hI  wiiJi  UjiU-xIi.  it..  2»J. 

Ill   till-   I'niwit,  n»lilrlioHe 

I'"  i-.*)"  ticinifi  (j'lDMta."  5ro[to  i>f  a  pm- 
jiM-ltrd  work  f>v  Uacou  m>  cjIIciI,  i., 
ilU. 

pAJunAWK,  Sin  RKftRir.hU  contriba* 
tiou  to  111.'  r  '     .  .■,  ii,,  W. 

[Vaair,  Nirli  iii]«iiL  of  Aii- 

(li.tiiv     tU  lilft   rail    Mt 

iirny'*  liin,  1*;  iHurcr  nf  a  Irdvr 
from  Ijiilv  Kacoh  In  Antlitmv  mi  tii* 
rvturu  liomc,  M;  t»r  coliiiiatiui)  of, 
hlui.tflt  bit  fvp»rtv(ll«riKi'6  iilcAtl- 
Intf.  117. 
l*'F«viiriU'  **  f.r  III  I' 
and  liiiiriiMio,  I 

of  liin  ilulii-n  utiil  I 

rM-liiii^;  (■•  t!i--  "lin-  ,  i:.l. 
Fayal,  rajiinr«  i.f  l.y  It.iloyh.  i.,  !»»- 

Tw*  »nd  «IIo»vaii<M,  ir.  'I' »■....-  of 

Ju.*liCC.  lllllliuilt  <>l,  i< 
crvtioii.  th.ii  (If  i.r.lit. 
Ul»r    ' 

f,.t  .■ 

6.11 
,      prMfM  I-  ■ 
IftflM,  [>r., 

bv  I'-     ' 


'■ovuaed 

■t   ,.,..., ,  t  i  pronia 

ilic  LAiftl*  niitl  att  ad- 

■f,  it  ,  4HS. 


[nil   n, 

Ai 

I'rtucv  tjy  ilit.<  K.iU)t  »l<vii  (tc  ilioiii*]!! 

.     )ie  ws*  »yi»e*  >'•  ■'^'-' 

rVcntuo*  Mr,  prvafborul  Ihe  Mrmoa 
at  Ltdv  Aon  llAcun'a  funeral,  t, 
031 

f  tVhtii  1  I    bt  tin- 

ki-  T  i     Hir- 

er.- h-alh  of 

U^  '.  'Mui  eloctcil 

I'.iui  .r,i. 

f«ru...     v..     ,-,.„,,»,    .^,r    Jalio,    Ita* 
leifb'a  rooiradtclion  uf  k  nitiarl  iif, 

,    n..  310. 

I  Ffrrvn  dc  fjauia.  Htii{tltt>n,  iiii|>lkat<vl 
la    tbe    1a()ic4     c<)n«|>irurv    ajfAilul 


•  •  Ill,  i.,  119.;   tib  lint 

I  '■ '. 

Kill.:.,  :..,.   .^-,  lIiTorder  ii(  l<ntiil'tii, 

iui\A  lortlt  ilin  ^n*-V4n<'v  »t  Ih*  [HUanl 

of   (.Mild  urnJ  .Silvfr  llirrait  at  llu 

L'rjiif«*icun>»  ii.,  444- 
Fincli.  Ml.  Jobii,  llat^n's  t)«quciit  to, 

ii.,  -Ulii. 
Kiiif»  of  UitL-on  lu  Uie  C'rowtif  aaaign- 

iiiPiit  tif,  ii.,  fill. 
ri*Ii«if,  Sir  K4lwanl,  a  aikitnr,  ii.,  404. 
I'VlKtm*.  Baroa  on  iU»  intiKtrinupa  f>f, 

ii..  MH 
til'  '■  I    \jor\l  l>tp- 

Fiv;  I  'i'lil  of  tliB 

I  i.uiicil  )u  .S«:iiil4tiii.  iitie  of  Iha 
L'liitHi  0<lra■t1t^ninIlt•^,  i.,  446. 

riectwi^jtl,  William,  UKrordtr  *<f  t^m- 
dun.  oa  ll.ittun*  nptvch  in  Parlia- 
niudl.  i.,  Ui. 

Flvoiiiif:,  Mr.  Soijcant,  appoiottneul 
cciitri-rtttl  u|Hiii  liiui.  i-.  ItMi;  <Jiicuii'» 
■.r<*i'[  {  ■!  iii.|iiiriijf;  iiili)  inuiu'iHily 
I  [  !•!  ttitn  nti'l  (Vtkr,  37>l; 

r  :.ir»i)  i>(  Ilin  Kxrl)<*qu«r, 

l-l>  ,  |ircf>ci)icil  to  •  Suffolk 

I  III.  ii.,  'nyct. 

'  i;>t:r  ftiuixl  tii  lliv  ct>llec- 

<ii  aud   t^riRland   coin* 

i<  I  Itef^nlan.  Bill  mtro- 

•1.. K...i..E,  i..  -Mib. 

FunimlarHM  and  Klr((ntieJiM.  Se*  Pni- 
fit't^. 

Mr,  lifiJ  .if  Sir  John  Kliot  1»T, 

I    ■         -,    Sir  .'-I'M.    n'.;u,M^I   *t«ie- 

lUvUl    tfV,  i..  •''UN- 

mooA'  AoNW'  OII4 

of       tilt!       OtIl.l.M        ■:■:■■    .^       ,:       ...    ,ir       ikO 

ctiar)(v«aK^i«t  K-ucxai  York  llouM, 
'2114,  nittt ;  rlrtt«'il  tof  ll<iek».  ri'co 
i«>HHltviii,  444;  r'iiii|ituinii>e  auLt^oai* 
pU  Itv  ll)o  KiiiK.  4^41 

r'--.,  Sir  .  LHi  il..  l,.il.in>of  ihr  ink^ilu- 
.rs.  Ii.,  2711. 

I'l  '  .  Ill  oQci  uilM-rr  (if 

>.r  I11...11..M-  iKiir,  i.,  H:  ap|jn- 
I  lii;it<li'il  union  t>[  H{>,i)ti  with,  !i.,  Id, 
ftll;   ti";rn[i.it;f.:ih  wrth.  *Ili- 

I'r.i  ..  ■      .. 


'  lil;  ili«- 

.."ru'lwliieli 
i.'-lUihla 

"  1  .riciil   ]Mp«r 

ill,  II  .  jiJ. 
1- trdcrlck,  Coual  i*alallae  of  the  IUu». 
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>  to  van^cc  FjiKUitd  111  tbc  oaiiw  | 

!«■  I',..l,.  1, 7.111  IV.  [.'  i.ii;t..ll..  .Wl;  ' 


prnnf*  III    iIm  va- 


lri< 

of  III*' 

lii 

Httlt: 

mill, 

S7II. 

Ilii<  • 

liJi" 

bul 

a](uw ' 

III' iMirruWLil    Hi    l.ii^lui.il   uiui   biul- 

Intiii,   3USi;    hi*    itefcat    »t    l*nii;ii(*, 

linw  it  alfi^'tt'il  Itii  puMiuiu  UiHikrili 

Kiiitr  Jtiitir-.'*,  407. 

vnrh    Mi>r>l>Aii|a,   lidiiitect   li«L«rf*n 

ilitMii   and   t|]r>  Vintner*  of  LotKlon, 

ii.,  MO. 
Frii-iitl>lti[i,  Ilacnn's  K-^ny  t>f,  wriilait 

at  Tolty  MiiIiIk-w'*  rrijiif^l,  i.,  bH. 
Ftileeiiiii'i,  l-'nlliL'r,  it.,  'V15. 
Fuller,   Nicixtiu-.   'ifjaki^   aRainnl    the 

NatnralixAtton    Itlll:    Itiader   nf   lltt* 

oppffiiioii.  i-.  4!t7;  liK(;iii4  a  ilrl)ulv 

on  tl)c  Kill    '      '    I         '■,  &!!&, 
FiillfTHiii,    s  I  iii(]ul4lo    for 

tlio  I'ruvuM  -  I       I.  ii.,  ML 

GAiKsin>itD,    SfU   .Umn,    iiioperaiivtt 

Onlit.- 
Velii' 

entf?  iMi- 1*11  -    h  ■  i'hiA 

anil  Kriiiix  <if  t!i'  :i :  liU 

ernir  ns  tn  (In*  iini  :  u  liij^i 

antl  lour  vrntrr,  -ih  U-  Uiii  mtlui'ncr  <>( 

tbc  UKKtii,  and  as  tn  ilit>  iiivctiatikal 

crtiiM.-a  uf  tlic  chb  anil  llow,  ^79 

GArdiiuT.  Sir   Itolwft,  hi*  conduct  t* 

l.ni'il  4Jnrl  Jtinticv  of  [rela'id  eulu- 

j*iz»tl  b_v  llat'un,  ii.,  217. 

|]Qiii'(litH-r,    h.  K.,  autlinr  nf  "History 

*■      pt    tli.i'innd    rn.m    IOli;i- UHl:  ■*    hi. 

nti^^i-nitoit  rt'liitive  i>>  tlifi   ilt>lar  on 

uttiinoiiDu  f)iidtri'iyt.'   u^  Iw   Klnfi'* 

8«ri*;aut.i.,48y;  hw  JJm it  ,,.i.i... 

and  tt[iiriiinift  «.<»  to  ill*' 

(liliim  »(  ilii-  Crowtt.  :•' 

Intinti  ni>  i>}  Sir  H.  No 

on    r^<'l<t.'Ma^(ionI    ur'ti\ 

hit  cuninu-iK  nn  itir  l'o:. 

(urvliaoil  Willi  ihr  JihI)>(>>4  k.   IVulU- 

■m"i»  cn*c,  &a,  note;  l>i»  ot'counl  of 

Cokv-'-  -■■ .'■■ftv  (jL-fiirti  liie  Uotiit- 

Cit.    :'  "[i    Intiu    bix    uQjcC 

and  '  .       ht*  flntv'mrtil  tlifil 

Will.  ;■     ■        'l    :        ',■■     n-.   .. 

0(     !■('  '     1     ■     ■ 

wilh  bf""'-  •'^''^  ""  >''*^'  MuiuiiiK 
gthcii  III  IEiiIi'kIi  HiuI  a  <ranf^rc»niiin 
of  liii  rtmiiiilj>a[(iii  would  U-  puti- 
idlictl   vrillt   dciilh,   ^!l;  <>ii    lialpfib'ii 

BU()|MMiiltiii  a>  to  lUervIitivc  [mmIIjud 


of  (he  t 


JM-i;   mi    lki> 
iU2:  rat^nt   I. 


t^a^ 


JUd 


,  .In.l  • 


ilir 
liU 

K. 


Gov 

II  '."ir 

II,  :  .tk 

|(>-ij-'  ,  1  .;;m,0'"  .  iiijiu  '  iiiiTJki*- 
Itt-e  of  Ibc  i.'tiiiiinon  l'l«a»,  470. 
eliAiltrv*  coii*ci(Ucui  ua  lli«  lUllll. 
4MIi ;  ul)rt;r<l  dfitili-livd  vlalritivnt  mI, 
irUlive    tu    Kulefflt'A    i-nudemnaliaih 

Gtrrmnny,  Fonprror  nf,   Haw  nlattd  la 

IkilicinJA,  ii.,  Sbl;  ti\'ai\'ttU  ac^uat> 

in,  ii.,  fiXT. 
'*tir«tN  liravonitn,"  |iani|)litct  mticJiA 

i..  1j7.     Sr  Crav**  [nu  l£<rv«U. 
Uh  4, 

Uil''  ,  li'm  proTMiA]  ti 

(^ .■  .■  l.ttiftt  Iw  IM  Uk- 

iiiC  «il  Ouiana,  ll.,  340,  avIc. 
Ijlanvvio,  Jfthii.  M.  P.  for  PlymoVlk. 

u^iifXA  Crew  at  tlia  ('(iiilvmM*^  H*. 

4.'U. 
Goniini,  n.-i1i  i;])'^  poticion  lovuilRlW 

k'  -innU'tTOUl    to    itMl   t>l 


i 


Go 


ri>h   .\niliaw»4<fr,  W- 

'  -■'.tiiini'  )iif  di'mantt* 

■  ti 

dl 


uiai  liutrvd    . 


lAjij.  It  k'Mirr  iluiil,  fitk). 

Gixuliiiuit,  lli'«liii[i.  OM  Ihtt  ttienlal  rrttt- 

diltnii   nf    Hai'on'f  r    *'■  -     ■     nH; 

hi*  nlorv  nf  "  chn  tr  -.li»- 

lHlr^■'^  taU,"  viidi  -^  at 
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qiumi  bi<tw«en  Winwood  and  B«> 
con.  U  .  3JiL  note. 

iwin.  Sir  l->«nrtfl.  ouXfftl  tmnt  ht» 
0(1  the  ^lutid  of  uiiiUwrr,  i., 
culltsion  uf  llie  Hdu-ic  with  Ihe 
lurt  t)(  irhanrory  ttixrrnn,  4*4 ; 
aJiM)  wilh  tlic  Lfirda  and  ttiL'  Kitif;. 
446:  advice  given  bv  nacoo.  44ti; 
««>nfcnnio  witti  Uie'Jadg«9,  444; 
pn«e«djn«<i   in   tfae   Council :    coin- 

pr'>' ' ^led  by  th«  ILiDg  u)(l 

ft" 

Uoti.-  imndo,  endearoni  to 

iii-);>>lm!'.'  t'jr  Lli>o.v  iviih  th«  Cuuq- 
cil,  1.,  314;  bi»  cxjuiiinaiion  Kiul  In 
court  and  tonfinned  Uv  him  vitti 
fDcc,  S20;  Kaleg1i'.i  warning  to  him 
expUianl,  iiti ;  hi»  iiutimony  cod- 
flmivil  liv  Ibai  ot  otlipi^,  .'Pli}. 

QoHiainbury,  tho  country  rpjiidriKV  of 
tb«  Haconii,  i..  I ;  miiiuU'i  in  llatxtn'f 
MdCc-book  of  intended  Impruvc- 
aeais,  *to.,  ai,  MH;  pruf>»M>9  t>< 
Mil,  ii.,  MtU:  tSate  of.  fiii;  Kenu  in 
Bacoa'ft  study  at,  037. 

OovcrnuHUit.  criminaJ  inquiries,  Ikiw 
c<H»ilacl«d.    S*e  Kxaniiiiiitloo. 

OrBAlham,  Sir  1'boina5,  M.  i'  .nniiiKl 
a  nmuatura  motioa  fur  iiuttiilv,  li., 
«. 

Gratoirie*  from  soflorv,  to  whom  fur- 
bitldon  by  the  stalate,  ii..  iA5. 

Grmy'e  loii  ReveU  of  riirlptina!>,  1&04, 
i.',  137]  anthronini;  of  ibc  Priot-e  •>( 
Parpvole,  138;  Ni^ln  i<f  Error*,  140; 
TMonrlliattnn  of  Grxy'M  Inn  and  the 
Ttmplc,  141;  Tito  ['riuc«'i  addrcM, 
113;  afwiectiMof  the  Six  CounMlinrs, 
144|  w^.  ;  the  Prince't  antfrcr,  lib; 
oomtiiiuly  furaiahci  a  rataque  oo  tlic 
oacaaiuti  of  Kucbtster's  nuuriaga, 
T(Ui  Bacon  ntin^^  in,  ii.,  570. 

GreatncH,  Ibc  quality  of,  ii.,  653. 

OfWii),  Mrn.  Kvtmtt,  daln  nf  Uacnn'i 
marrimK*  firm  pubUntivd  bv,  |.,  4S4; 
II.,  213. 

Grovtllo,  foulko.  Sir,  nflcrward  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  tetter  from 
ilacon  to  him  on  Uio  prognsa  uf  his 
Mill,  i'.  103  ;  ot>e  of  ln«  (Viunril  rc- 
fipunitilil«  fnr  the  [luilini;  Pua^harn 
to  tb«  torture,  ii.,  &0;  afipoinled  tu 
inquira  iiit(>  Cokff>  coodiicl  in  the 
Prmimmuire  case,  14&. 

Qny  of  Willon,  I»n),  aJ>MM>ination  ot, 
TDlnntwrtd  by  Sir  C-  St.  l^wr«nr«, 
I.  375;  pa»uire  of  words  betwfca 
bin  aad  Soutbamplon,  330  ;  a  par- 
ticipAiur  in  the  "  FriMta'  Plirt."  436. 

Grievanvm  CoinmlUfe.  sutqirfl*  rv- 
femd  to  tUe,  and jintcevdini^  lltrrc- 

00,  i-,  ftSS,  Mi,  wiB,  SW:  falU  upon 
OKinopoliM.  414.   patoDt   for  ItiDt 


and  for  the  forf«ilure  of  the  Rrco^- 
DlianocJi  of  AlebouM»  n>poR«d  by, 
ii.,  434:  p«t«nt  of  Gold  and  Silver 
lliriMd  referred  to,  42d ;  iiifonned 
of   rwwiill  iif  Bearrh  for  fir«ce<lent3  uf 

ruiii-ilttiipiibi  iiitlitti<d  by  the  Luwcr 
I»ii5t:,  4^1';  rr{iOTt  that  the  IIou^a 
his  rj.i  jiowrr  (■>  den)  judii'lally  willi 
itelint^iit^ntA  ol  tbi«  aind,  13'2;  Ar- 
raim'TDtriiln  made  bv,  fur  t.-<)nferenoa 
with  Ihv  I.vnl>.  isl ;  abusuH  in  Ihn 
t'.iiirt*  uf  .Iu-ti<f  and  Chancery 
brtiti^ht  l)L-r<>rr,  44A. 

(Jriiidal,  Ari'hbi^hop  of  Cantvrburri 
nut  ftt  favftr  with  the  tjuefti  (or 
I'Ouuteoaacuiu  tb«  Noa-confonniata, 
i..  18. 

Gr<>c«r>  Rod  Apcthecoriea,  bualooaa  b*- 
Itreen.  ii.,  4S9. 

ii'o^an,  Itev.  Alexander,  hi.>i  obiectloo 
lit  fiiy  i'tjnjpciure  a»  to  U»ci)ii  s  mu- 
tiviriii  itiiblii>liini;  bia  Iraniilatioii  of 
(III!  Pnalni-s  ii..  tWU. 

t*riilM-r,  Iaiuii:,  Ilat-nn's  "Co^ftala  et 
Vt<a "  piiblisbed  bv,  i.,  MtS ;  vn- 
ploved  by  Sir  Vf.  'IVviwpll  to  edit 
liaconS  M8S.  ii.,  iH. 

O'liaria.  Italcgb'a  expcdiUoo  to.  5e« 
lUI«ub. 

Guiae,  i)ulca  of,  hU  proeetdtnc  oa  tlie 
duy  of  lliti  BarricadM,  i.,  339. 

Guiipowder  Plot,  discovery  of  tbp,  1-, 
471,  474;  effect  of  the  Mine  od  tfa« 
l>rocecdiDga  of  the  CointDOOi,  470. 

lUcRwiim  Mr.,  appolotod  Que«ii'« 
Solicitor,  vrce  Lowdar,  it.,  230, 

Hackwill,  Ur..  eent  with  Nora  to 
M«rch  for  precedenta  In  the  Tower* 
ii.,  121 ;  tcti  forth,  at  the  Confer- 
ence with  tlie  Lordj,  ibe  (i^rievanco 
nf  (lie  patent  of  conc>p*]Dnent*,  434. 

Haddington,  I<onl,  and  Kaift^h,  ii., 
387;  iTcominPodwi  to  the  I'rtucc  by 
th«  Kiiiff  when  he  LJivught  he  was 
dyiajK.  3l»3. 

Hale,  pir  Uatlhew,  u[Hin  the  method 
of  rcremlnK  a  decree  in  t'hoocery, 
ii.,  *77;  called  iMrA  iUio  in  virtue 
of  hi>  olTice,  286  ;  bin  trrative  nn  ibc 
iuriBdtetion  of  the  Houh<  of  Ixirdt, 
&I3  :  Inferenco  from,  oa  to  the  char- 
acter of  Bocon'i  dMr«e9  in  Cban- 
riry.  *iiB. 

HaUniit,  llvnrj',  i.,  681;  bin  Imperfect 
■crnunt  of  I'oke'H  diamiivtai  from  of* 
flee,  ii-,  144;  on  Kaltr|{h's  expedi- 
tion and  eKKQtion.  342. 

lUllrr'i  opinion  of  H«M'nn'i  "  Illitori* 
Vilw  el  MortU."li,,  ft*4. 

ITj^milum,  Marqiili  of  (*itJlnf;  in  lli« 
IJoivM  of  I'ordf  u  Karl  of  Cui- 
bridco),  n..  881,  «89:  apedtlly  rw- 
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oRi[DFod«l  lo  Um  rrioc*  \ty  ili« 
Kiog  whoii  he  Uiottvbt  t>«  wu  dy- 
ing, ^/i;  hia  rou  an  B»oan'»  pun- 
UbiDirat.  &11. 

HiDimond,  Ur.  .lohn.  i.,  53i. 

Ilamirfoii  Court  Oi-nfBiTucMea  L*hurth 
ioolt<T».      Stf  Clinn-li, 

Haii-I 

lUr.l. 

UarerAva,  Krancu,  on  iinpeai'hnwntt 
u.,  013;  liU  preface  tfl  Ualv'a  "Ja- 
rixdiciiMi  of  ilw  Uoum  ul  Lonb,'* 
628. 

llarinRton,  Sir  .Tohn,  on  I-JMix'»  prvf- 
ervucf  of  Sir  (iforfp,'  Cftn-w  for  Itie 
Imb  VircmyHhip,  i..  "HH,  not*;  l*t- 
Kt  of  waniinc  ti>  Imn  uii  I'i-^  ^>ug 
with  I'^vcx,  uO:  on  tjuex's  Male 
of  miQik  tpwanl  (lie  Queen,  J06,  308. 

lI«rriD(,    Thotmu,   matbenuliciaa,    i., 

Uarrii,  B«cod'»  wrvint,  bfque»i  lo,  u., 
M6. 

Barroy,  WilU&uu  dUcorervr  of  the 
drculition  of  tlie  IJihnI,  why  not 
likfllv  to  «Tinp«thiz*.>  in  lUron'i  pbil- 
o»or>-'  ■''  ^^  i.,&,12. 

lIftr^<  :>ril,  on  IljileKti'i  d*- 

P-'  .^iiffolJ,  U.,321. 

HutiKK',  ><ir  )  r«iK-iii,  nioTvs  fur  a 
ci>mniit(C0  to  rmi^iiJFr  r>f  nome  ton 
of  fnimily  t<i  t>e  ofT^rrtl  to  Hit  King, 
i.,  M3. 

H^'^hvr.  Mr.  Wilttam,  Bacoo'f  wr- 
vMDt,  *pt»ii)t«d  oan  of  bU  ixeca- 
Uin.  ii.,  4(Hi. 

Batflem  Collrrtlnn,  Bacon's  I«tt«n 
fnun  !ho,  i 

Ballon,  Lvi  ,  widow  of  Sir 

WiDiam.  I    8ir  T.  CmiI, 

i^  1H8;  lUtoii  II  sutler  far  h«r  Ituid, 
1&8;  miuTK^  (n  C^kc  Iflt  AVCTM 
from  tbo  manik^-  of  hor  daimbtcr 
with  Sir  -lolin  \  itlifn,  ii.,  238)  b«r 
liltt^tinn  wiih  her  hu^ltaiitl,  2iK)t 
carries  hvr  tlnuulili;r  ru  a  phici!  of 
concnaJto^nt.  :i;tJ:  Afif>li<>.>>  m  lliurnti 
fnr  a  warrant  in  frtdi  lirr  from  hrr 
father,  and  brin^  llioiii  Uclli  lii<rore 
Ibe  (.k>uncil.  33^;  nlitain*  B^Auiancc 
to  execute  [ier  warraiil,  3^  ;  poti- 
tiona  tlie  Cnuiu-il  ainl  it  admiLlcd 
And  beard,  236;  came*  tu  an  •gt»m- 
meot  with  her  liuf«t)«nd,  'JM;  cihd- 
niUitinn(?r»  B|ipoinIe(l  to  exumirii!  bvr 
upon  voriuus  cliar^eji,  but  lier  sick* 
oew  pTDtectB  her,  S70;  cuum'IiI«  to 
ibo  niarriaite.  and  is  nx'c^ivcd  into 
favor  ifrain,  in  hops  thai  bIik  will 
«eUl«  h»r  (ortiuri  on  the  brid«,  V71 : 
if  rtiUurotl  to  liberty  and  4(1vh  a 


ereai  dinner  lo  Iha  King  aad 

n..l.'il!u.  i^l 
H.r- 


Ilav,  Jamea,  Lord,  «ft«rwant  &|1  of] 
Oarli-lv;  iTit<>ad*d  duvl  betwetohiai 
and  Lard  (.'bandoa,  i.,  706;  ttwnw-l 
sot  ullot*  to  rvvcal  bi«  Mcrrl  to,li.«f 
101.  1 

Uftjwanl'fl  hook  painmtaeil  br  Emu, 
i..  fiOB.    Sc«^4. 

TIealc,  Mr.,  ■poecb  of,  opptMud  by  Vn- 
con,  i.,  BT- 

Hrii.  "■—    '-'  ■'.    -i  ,  B79. 

11'  tTitama  ia  Bi*  I 


ir 


iiii  rf  j 


,      .  «: 

hi'  d(><:liiful<  .^nl   to  lh« 

niuTrler  of  '  .  i )  baafot 

for  hi*  lonoi '    d  -i  viu,  dO, 

nencaffe.  Sir  I'tinrniis,  [tart   laktA  In 

in   the  conference   quutioo,  )„  tit 

85. 
Henrietu,  Quoen,  arrtrat  of,  |{.,  81l> 
Uepry,  I'lim-'   if   WhIi  t.    >Irt!li   nT,  i 

669:    I 

E«juiv- 

of  taU i. '  ^.. 

caOM  of  hi»  itcalii  pm- 

P0m4  marriagu  wi::,  ,:a  of 

Spain.  104. 
Henry  UT,  of  France,  thrown  Uilo  tbt 

arms   of    the   l'roti^»i«iit    party,  i-, 

40. 
B«Bi7  rV;  of  Fmiicc.   aoevMioa  la 

Frrneh  throne  ■■*    ■      '■■      -r-'-—  >- 

make  [)«ai'(>  ' 

&tL'«a  separii 

Hittin,   J7t;    i:i    -i 

enre  with    Queen    . 

bin  "  ifi-dl  (li-'.lci., 

invite  I 

dured 

and  nil 

event  '  i  it* 

death  1:  (Wilt 

affairs,  »  .  oo 
Ilcnry  Vll.,  policy  of  bi«   ftntmr   Ua 

UUliIlI'^llilll't!   of  tlil»t.Ali.!n  ,    |,.   JOdt. 

..- I .  ,  .  A»i 

vir%i  Mid  UUe  nuriol 
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S*rb«Tt,  WillUm,  •xjmine<1  reUtive 
10  KJilc;;lt'it  exprditiuii,  U.,  9U4, 
note, 

iickffii.  Mr.,  iififffratil  Sir  MiWiarl. 
«  frirtiillv  ir.ilitiir  [if  KM*mi'i),  i., 
3U3:  at  I'l .  iM>t:,  494;   Irt- 

Icr  fnni)   1  J.  Iiitii    to   Uit 

mother**   i.  i.^,    letter  (rom 

lUcon  rcturtiint^Kiiuf  slocking*  «f ill 
inlirnwt,  044. 
|Iiili%  ar  Itvilr.   I4ur«>nt-i\  ntitvfs   tbo 

rcmliri^  i>i  ah  A<-I  I Itiii^  "  Pnlctil*, 

mmiixinl V  r:tlli'«l  ^(^>^fl^Klli(^«,"  t., 
377.  a-S.'  3Wt;  x^nd-,  lUr-  cvidfiive 
iiiipUcAlJiiK  tlir  KutI  aud  (.'ouiilr^t 
uf  SuiittT*et,  liv  tlirmiliiD  o(  tlie 
iii«lK<*»,  ill  i>|M;it  court,  75. 

IitU,  M.  P.,  -*  stand*  lo  l«e  iwrJHint," 
i  .  «TH. 

IllliunI,  NirboUn,  mirilnrtirff  nxitiOrr, 
1547-lUID;  tJirly  porlrnit  of  Ktron 
t.v.  i..  II. 

MfUtofM  I>e]i«i  «t  lUri,"  u.,  673. 

*lll>U)rm  VvQUiruai,"  (lubUrotiitii  of. 
ii.,  ft44t  by  wbom  fiubtishuU,  001), 
Hole. 

Mli-^f   '       •'  i    Mortis,"  WS;   U 

wh    i  ;•.  no/'. 

'IImI'  ^  VII.,"  comn>«nco- 

iil«ri[  •>[,  ii.,  ,'>>i':  (n)tiiii-'Ti|>t  uf  wjit 
|i>  ibt  Kiiii>.  Mi;  tlir<i>i;i)i  i)iv  |irv«i>, 
^4C:  pulili-lii'd  adir  lUUv,  li4T: 
urv*ciili'<t  li>  llif  Km^i  Hfi- 

|i(.-hniii,  Mr    >i.T-"ni'l,  li.,  r.l2. 

I'       rr,  Srr- 
.•.|«.  i,, 
■  ii.  ♦M. 

Chief  JiKtww  of  ilu'  (?nniiii>iii  I'ii'iiR. 
tUt'ii  ra*D  I'f  ilurlliii^  lit'fori!  Iiiiti, 
^*yS^,  ol>it>ftioDi  to  lii<  t>rin^  mail" 
r()iin''r|l"r,  il..  SO;  n  rcfcrw  fnr  die 
A]i>IiulU4>*.    but   iltd   uot 

til  .  iMiin««Po«Uiiimiiit,Iplterto 

Ujiit  (T'iui  ttanui  im  <'Xrt-u|nr<i(  JvrfT- 
wiftb   Bi  Iti'TtliJdii,  iMMieriiiii^  A  itcbt 
,lu^  t..  .iM    ....  ,...''.  ...^•.     >  .  4«>*. 
((by,                                              II  mp- 
porr                                           .  ■*  c*im- 
mi(v                     .  I    "I  ;i    .■.i.itiiilr  to  I 
If  ■'!                         Kini;,  4«ll  ;   n-fuw.i  i 
lo   •.                            -t  in    the    I'liifin  I'f  I 
•  ■•I I.., 


Blifj-  tTO  :    (III  (be 

wcir  !    Ilu-  O'lVdtii. 

I ■■■   »   '•ItllllUll^,  tlfll. 

,  4U2. 

.■■-■!. 

Mr    .I'ltui,    al    \V.  -I 
lintt,  ii-,  ?ti;   I  bari;v  ti  i 
hlni  hy  ft«rQn  ii»  tbu  ^l  ■ 
77- 
llolmu  ind  Youg,  Miltori,  Ii-,  4M- 


Home,  Sir  Gpor^.    S*«  Danbar. 
Uiiiifini,   tr«ii!ilaiion  of  Uacoa'a  ■fier 

111*  flcreaiir,  ii.,  C04. 
ll..^kii»,  M.  I*.,  i..tl84;  ii..  10. 
Hdslilt-  litwH,  |iruTM>Mil  nbolilluu  uf,  i., 

rn.  bill  fia-»i-a,  r>ii4. 

U<jiiKtii^"i<  "'tlliuni  ITdUi**,  TUn>a,  on 
one  t'f  the  <-'iKHinilI«p»  of  f"Hr  for 
cKATniiiAtlon  of  QTideiiM  af;iJi)M  lift- 
cull,  ii.,  482. 

TTowaril.  Her  SorthAtnpton,  Koidnfc- 
bam,  Surfi'Ik. 

Hownrrl,  I.nily  Krancci,  iIivofcmI  (mm 
I  .  iml     inHrriixl    to    |j«nl 

I.  ■Tw^fih   IjiiIv   N'OHt- 

.-.,:,,  .-,'.■  .  r-ii-pi'i'tiil  tif  compbcily 
lu  ihe  uiurdvr  uf  Dvcrlmry,  if*t7t: 
vommillcil  t»  cto«c  cti«t»«ly,  7<lt  cvf- 
drtice  iiiipllcatinK  brr  rnatl  in  rourt 
by  r«kB  «  ilinv:tioii,  74;  Kr.»ilkllii'ii 
A(r<iinit  of  lii»  intprvjpw  willi  bvr. 
81;  ilflivopfd  of  a  dBii/:bt<*r,  S2:  in- 
dicted tt»  an  avceMon-  befurr  tbe 
t«el,8i;  K-ni|ili-  riiwd  IjV  the  K.io^ 
■R  to  the  [iitorprMatinri  uf  a  |wrt  wf 
b(-r  evidence  tniplivalin^  bfr  blM> 
iMrtd,  atid  m^xninirialifm  a);rvrd 
U|M>ri,tt5;  tbt;  imint  Irft  mit  uf  tbo 
cviik'iur,  VU  i  Ifl  brctiubt  in  tliv  bar 
and  )>)r*4lR  iiniUy,  108:  tibiirize  and 
aciitriK'i*,  tii'if-,  uvixiuitt  iif  bcf  t»" 
Itnviiir  bv  CbaiiilwrUiM  luul  fiUwr- 
bum,  \i\^l;  bi-r  lumlini,  148. 

Unwnrd,  Ht-tirv,  cballcn^d  by  t^ml 
E«px,  i..  7"»i. 

lliiiTBrd,  l>inl  Tbamas,  ConaUbt*  of 
tlif  Tower,  |in>pc»ed  u  volloah'^e  lu 
I%it4rx,  i.,  IHQ,  i>M-x'a  aalrMUy  toy 
.144. 

tliiwHnI  uf  Kdtnifliarn,  Cbnrirs  llarnn, 
l.i>rd  Uiifb  Admiml,  t'n'alrd  Karl  uf 
NotiiiiKnum,  lilt!;  bi"  n<ittili(iti  ami 
dniiiii  to  the  honor,  IXa,    Stt  Xot- 

UawarU,  Sir  Itoltrrt,  altex^d  prffer- 
ciice  uf  t^kti'i  ilaiigbUr  for,  aad 
with  wliorn  ■be  «ubKU>i«nlly  vluiiad, 

ii..  %n. 

llnwKnl.  SirTimmas  \l,  339. 

Hubbard.     Stf  irolmrt 

lliiua',  I>ayld,  i'><i  '     S  by 

bun  !••   ibo  -  n,  ' 

ii.,  311:  Kit  111  '  '^(ar 

lltntiib.  r,  3ft2. 

llun^ihiii,   llcnrv  i'anrv,  f tenia,  aftitr- 

ward-   Vl-c.-iml  I{n.)>. I    KnrI 

of  l»over.  on  one  tp(  '"« 

of  f'tiir  for  vaaiiiiiiui  ■  nee 

IWon,  ii.,  4»-;;   III-   i-rt    to 

olc    iMI   IWttll's    J>UIU*lillMlll, 

Uuiii.  Jebii,  ttacoo'*  atrrant,  U^  41M, 
404). 
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r ■<   llicranii;    ooiupro- 

Uv  him  ami  «cfP)i1rcl 
In  ^1',  44&-4i'>1:  liU  nttx- 

)«ly  fur  •fiiUui;  tii«  I'nlou  uf  Kiii;- 
laitd  Mini  •V'oll«ii(l,  4&1;  bii  prru-ln- 
nialKiM  ill  rrCenincc  lo  nionr>poly 
tir«n*p".  4M  :  ha  courn^  rr^nrdinR 
1  ufVL-^on,  4A5;  ht«  aitituile  toward 
llic  (*<i|iuiiuiiii  wilh  r«(vri'UL-c  !•  the 
tJiiinii  nirl,  457;  lo^vs  liin  |)uticiiri.', 
41(0:  hi^  at><)U(h'«tic  ini'iM^c.  401; 
hi*  fi'rbaaniicu  Iti  hhW  fitr  a  fti'aut  of 
lOOtifV:  tiiiMilu>{jirh>ry  t^*ue  iif  ati 
■Kcnipl  by  )ii*  frii?iiiU  in  olilnin  rtue 
tbT  Uim,  4(1^;  pfHco  iinil  p«ii*iiin  <'0)i- 
ffiTtii  by  him  Ktn  llwon,  4(U;  pm- 
pttx'il  iirucIuitinMuii  4touoliiu^  liis 
Rtvlii,  4tiii;  bjit  uptfwi'h  uti  tlin  nu!u- 
rftljzntioii  qtii-?ili<>ti  lirf-irv  (lie  l-jinlcr 
rvi'i'-',  Mti;  proclnniMti^n  (nr  Jiimni 
(Inwn  (»r  hiin  '<>"  Bnr«iti,  Ml;  (fpn 
gniited  by  hiiii,  31U:  hit  pocilic 
imlicy  Utti  iiit>;i  uiipiip'jlui'  fvni>m  ia 
ni"  tpK'unim'iil.  5^7  ;  •huMm  iid  in- 
terc^l  ill  Hai'Mi'^  |ilii|c(»ij)ili)cn1  i»r\ij- 
ecln.  &<ll ;  atipoitiL*  Ui>lit)p  Aiiarvw>i 
tu  aii-wt-r  (it^llariiiiii.  Mil;  tiirt  vn- 
torlainiitrnt  "f  ilaxnulKin,  M10 ;  liin  i 
ttiiaiK'iitl  i11IIii.<ulMe*,  ATI;  liio  rev*-  i 
iiiie*  fnmi  irounw  and  priwl-nt'ji  a' 
fair  Mulijcct  tur  lurKQin  iritli  tin- 
).'oiiMiiii«-,  riT7,  .'("H-  :|'-iiinf'FU  rimili' 
nil  I  i  ■     '..1 

ill  - 

«ir-.     ,    .:    ,        J.   i  .       .1......    .11,  I 

cm ;  coiic«dci  to  the  ^:'tiniiM>ni  lib- 
•rty  to  lr«at  of  a   c<impo<iiilon    ftrf*  \ 
VN'anU  and  'tVitiin-4,  M'  ;   dfitiaiid!!  i 
anil  i-iiodiltiiii!>,  hUli    utitikitx  u  luan 
frnm  lltv  cily,  &1I4  :    lae^kajco   to  t)if 
("omnwii*,   Tiiift,   WU:    lii«   ^pcfi-li  iw  1 
lh«in:    tli  niU'iilion    and    lu    rflfcr,  | 
yOI  ,   |.■.■.■|^.^ ''li-ir  (K-iil'in  u^  ftitfht  | 
1^'  ^^ratilB  t)if  prAVcr  u(  i 

11.  I  I '  to  alMiU*  •«>u>JUiiii); 

•il  I  I-  ill  iiialti-r  ft 

111.'  ive«  llic  Pcti- 

llt.ii  .  J;   f»n**«  Im 

«»■«•(»  It.  >.^iii'  t'l  \Uv  ATtkW^  I"  Ik-  , 
rrad,  Miiil    Ji'livi-r^  111"  ninwpr  coii- 
romin'*    Inip'ifcliiiiiii  with    till  nwn 
uit>u()i,  t)14;  dt^tivvn  liin  aiiswvr  ami 
|tmr«trfii'*    I'ltrtlNtitufil,  Itl't;    r*Bw>ti>  i 
(or  ■■         :  ,      ■     •     .,.1 


l»e«rii^>i.iii>I  It,  OJii;  ri.'<(Uirvi>  ln>m  I  lie 
LVmiui^iiii  a  RiMinly  aiinwcr  whi-llfr 
tl»cy  wiU  pnnTed  wllll  It  uf  nu,  dJ8; 
rwM»  his  lerm*  n}riiin,  thi3ri:l>y  pft>* 
vpking  a  refuBftl,  and  piil*  nn  und 
tn  III*  n»tn>ilatinn.  ttS):  hi*  ixMtilii 
Uon  to  ditaoivc  lilt.'  I'arl  dHicni,  and 


tk(ii|>,  G4i  ,  HiKnM  limrliit))'  Siiltuii'a 
f-tale  lri)di>rvi|  him  by  llati'ti,  flIT; 
'■      ■  ■'  itiil  t<|)f>oniiiiity  al  Sali*- 

I.  0>%5  ;  character  of  hia 
'  ;    lUuon's   advice   and 

'ili>  r  I  •■tr\ic«,  r>6U  ;  ditHculliu  in 
lliK  wiiv,  i)dJ ;  |>i>nlp*iiies  llie  i|ui'*- 
liiiii  of  ralliitt;  n  nnw  Farliaitirnt 
and  liNiM  hi'*  oppttrluiiily,  DtU ; 
anriuifreB  mnrriaKu  fi*r  hin  ^Idmt 
.1-  -■  •  r  Tr„|  k.vi>4  ■•aki,"  (W5l  ffl- 
luiir  hi>  tftuic  by  ihu 
■  I  ■  lit  IU»  patnniniiy  wiih- 
oui  I'ji  IijiUK'iiLarv  laXHltoit,  <UKi:  r«- 
ffr«  til  llie  Coitlicil  IliM  rfili-'tiuil  of 
1,-allInf;  a  new  i'arliniufiit,  '>)■);  iid- 
vir«  how  to  prrwcfd  with  a  I'nrlia- 
ni»nt  t^mlttrcd  by  Hocm  and  by  Hir 
H.  Nf vilU*  t  (.>(i'i]ifn«(  iM'twefii  lb* 
IK"i>.  074-OflT  I  alirn>|tl''  to  itirm- 
dili-<>  ParliaiiU'iitary  fi>>\«rtiinoii(  Into 
Irrland:  rtvrt*  a  miiiilivr  of  ni'W 
IforrtUKli*,  tV.t^',  lit^r*  tlir  i-oiiipliiiiit 
of  flip  (.'^illiolie  party  and  ■t<ii(U 
('ijinininii>iifr«  lo  iiivrMli|[alt<  ihfim, 
l[1)>>;  lif«  ((-riiiiil  answer  to  ihn  dcpit- 
TiiiioD,  and  dlni-ltoii"  tclveii  In  entt- 
M-t{iii>iirt:  (tf  lliit  iiii|tiirv,  H!»fl;  iwt* 
ii|w>ii  Itnron'*  udvi>-r  in  r«i>tiii)i  Ciikt* 
lo  llir  Kiii(.''«  br-nrb,  Uolinrt  to  lliA 
<  oiitiiion  i'lt'ii',  Il 'loii  ir)  tlir  plarv 
<if  Atiomvy,  and  Yvlvurrmi  to  that 
of  Sfdloilor,  OUfl:  rwcirr*  |i<ltcr  of 
iliank*  fmni  Itavon,  QW;  maltvt 
(Vkc  a  IVivy  t'ouiieillor.  TOIt;  drawa 
Up  a  prtwlaiuiiliuii  ii{];aid»t  duclllit|f, 
TOti. 

II^«  iiccolifldMi)  Willi  ibf  "  I'lMliir* 
lBlit*n  "  <<ni'<'rniiit;  prviMraliiiiii  for 
a  nvw  rarliiinifril,  li-,  I;  dittldiltt' 
of  the  |>art  h'  hud  to  pUy,  W  ;  «kelch 
of   llm  «[K*<-i.h  wUteh    lW'><u  wi*htd 

t.  !<•    tll»    two    Hl)IIH!-«,  II  t 

11"  made,  U  :  hl»  »«*'- 
iimnnnridic  iha  ItilU  of 
1jr.ii  t',  l^  :  hio  oftiT  vd  u  roitipinnii'? 
ill  III*  iiiatl'^r  of  liii[«>*itinn,  '2:1)  in- 
iii<%*iilion"  intpulcd  to  liltn  by  tin 
i'otitmoiu,  2& ;  hU  Itttvr  tn  the 
S|N-ak«r,  :13:  warn*  Iho  lloii««  thai 
unlit"  limv  iiroi'iiid  to  Irt-al  uf  mip 
(ily  hr  wifl  ili-xolvfl  tin*  i'arltaiiiunt 
on  a  r«>rtain  dnv.  ni>  I  li---'' ii.'ni  ar- 
curdinnly.  ^7;   Id*    r  mv».« 

for  (•ido'lhft:,  3)1:  OMi.  i  tha 

iin-oiUiT*  to  priMni  ;  .  ...  '..-*  tn 
iliv  l|i>u»c,  and  i-nn*<"i  tti*  nomta  b« 
boriitd  which  had  bovu  braparMi  for 
iho  coitfvrtinrn  i-orti'anilnj;  Itnponl* 
tioi)>,  i'i;  project  (or  the  «upp1y  o( 


I 
I 
I 


Miplp.  »d»  ;  'i.r 
tion  witli  '^-  : 
ric9  of    I 

potOCo(  rrii;;i"(i,  in.,'. 
fvbraak  ufT  m^m  U. 
1o  v^  Alt  I  ice  wlirit  i 
W«»  ttiSilc  U|>.  Sfi£l;  bi»  vttrw  o(  th« 
Itotii'inmn  (jup«tinn,  .175,  378;  raoiilt 
iii«  Mtuiy  fif  rlic  qui^uion,  SWl; 
lf«n>nrik«  with  ( ioiiditmiir,  ^fl  |  hlft 

•  if- 


8|uiiii  (ly  hpiiiuia'MnMivniiunt  iiKNin*t 
Ihn  Haljiliiiiil'-,  and  ilf^'larv^  lii*  n-s- 
nliition  (n  Iflki-  ii|)  ar-'  '  ' 

■nd  III  I'lM  ■  iicM   I'r 

«»(  llu-  (irv'M-iitalion  (•t'p\  if  tliL  '  Nu- 
Vimi  ikiistiiim,"  4U-I;  |imptiMHi  to 
nivt't  I'liriinuirlil  wilU  it  iliv laratlnu 
lli«t  h«  nill  |rt)  In  vritr  If  im<*«Min* 
fnr  tli«  rworcry  »(  the  IMUtiiiat^, 
i\'it  finds  ll»e  ••Nuvmii  OPK»tnim  " 
lianl  ta  uu(lrrs.uiiiil,  418;  hi*  »|H-Krh 
lo  tli.<  Twi>  li.xiwii,  417:  l)i*  siiau'iT 
Iti  I'l         I  ■r  bi<llt*r  exec  III  ton  nf 

III'  -t   Jtr*titi«i.    *:Vi;   his 

c«(ii-  ,         -^'Ijhi;  with  prnp<Mc-il 

imtrntR,  4iii:  onxk'tr  of  lUc  i'ntn- 
nmn*  to  avnid  all  rmnplAiiil  «i;«inB4 
liiiH  [>crf*iiinlly.  I"'  -f 

llw  mntint;    (-i"<i  lie 

nvitr  Sir  f-lilHrnnl    (  .j1.  ■■ 

lirtOtli«r)'|v<octl  111  [Uo  1 1  Ti 

^xc»»*,  i-l'i>:  irnrn«l  '..•■_.  i.    .  iin* 

duiffcr  uf  tocriliL'lim;  aitvift«n.  iiJt 
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Mylle  tor  Mill),  William,  C'lerk  of  the 

Star  Ctiamt>er,   cam  of,   r«franlini; 

fees,)-.  19-  ;  dt-allinf,  and  suc«:c»KiDn 

of  Racon  by  rfvor^ioii  to  \m  otticv, 

i.,  &£». 

KATiKit,  Pn<in>.isi>h,  »n  Hqleftb's  con- 
nection with  L'ttbhttiii'ft  |il>it,  ■-.  43G; 
on  th«  qutfttwH  wli»-)hcr  Italcf^n  cnr- 
ried  wiln  liini  a  supply  of  mining 
tiupl«mfTiitK,  ii.,  SIS,  Hirf< ;  on  tile 
motivn^  which  led  K<.*\ruii  to  com- 
mit  suicide,  336;  ou  ihv  rvidcDee  uf 
Kalvgh'ft  livtief  irt  ih^  rxi>ttrjtt'«  of 
a  mine.  33^  :  im  Kuk-^'h'Mixecutiou, 
349;  nn  llie  King'n  sacridce  of  liA- 
iif-h,  340. 

Kaplea,  Spain  in  cnnifielltiun  with 
troncs  and  Roni»  fnr,  ii.,  6ttU. 

"  Nttrraltve  of  the  SpauUb  Treaty,"  IL, 
aw,  rw>(i'. 

Natural  and  Expcrimcnial  lliotiiri-, 
hopii  of  Uacon  to  Jut^rreHt  tbe  Kintt 
in  collection  of,  ii.,  404;  ilr,  pbiL-u  in 
ibe  "  Inntaurstion,"  565;  aoecilnie 
concerning  compufiilJun  of,  6U  ;  Ba- 
ooo'a  but  work.  f>21. 

Kalunlisktion  in  Kntr'and  of  llie  na- 
tJT«8  ot  Scotland  :  untt'ttati  and  fnM- 
itnti,  i.,  iB5;  Khentu  opposed  in  tlie 
Comtnoaft,  400 ;  favnrcd  Itv    Bacuu. 

4B7;  remilulioii  of  tlic  • ' ''  -■ 

tht  paat-witi  werr  ont 

^ure,  408;  the  Kiiif;  v.-..- 

603;   Um  anbJMt  inclviHiiit-lv    jloI- 

ponad,  504. 

Kfttialoo,  Sir  Bobert,  candiilalf  for  the 
ProvostshlpofF.ton,  ii.,  &:i. 

Kirarre,  Spain  in  L-ouipetition  with 
FmfK*  for,  ii.,  tS&. 

N»-liitan,  Ih-.,  MH8.  n-lativo  to  Toby 
Maltbf'w'n  conversioQ  in  the  l-oU«c- 
tion  «f,  I.,  5'JI. 

Netherlands    S«4>  Iaw  (.'oiinlrl**. 

NcTill,    Mr.,    on   l))«  conduct  of    Ibfl 


SpeAker  Biid  the  c*m  of  Um  BiitnaaA 

Neville.  Sir  llunrv.  aUcmnUd  to  wl 
Itainrd  uvt>r  bv  Rtr»*x,  t.,  WM  :  impti-] 
<-alPil  >j--  f       '-    --  ^-  •      ■ 


on  run 


llie   Kiiii;,  titii  ;  cii 
uf    Uaciiii.  (rd^tl    w> 


-u'.  ii., 

;  rctdllVr  In 

JK'Nil    .1 


1: 


&:  eiirlj  \ 
of  tbr  i|ti^-«iiiin 
pntnt  uf  bta  p>: 
»«*li-fflrlory  .-- 
ndalivv  fo'  '■  1 
'\       :-•  ,  ■ 


dike's  daui;htvr,  ii.,  iJ7I,  rurtt. 
Ni'w-vcar'i  gifu  to   law  u(Ilc«n,  Ii-. 

C3ft. 
NicbuUs  (ur  Nicol  )  Aiiiri*t'^f.  ^ai^ 

of  llip  Common  l*lr-i>     ,"  ,  'lui- 

toii  apiioiiitcd  in  |i<  .11 

Nirolln,  Jufltict*,  a  TTtii  i.4Loi 

of  Inn4,  ii..  42G. 
Non-f-ofifonnijU,  **  Prvarhen."  I^in- 

n  el 

r 


tan?,  riw  of  tbe,  i.,  f'l 
policy  toward  (bem 
the'  funmi-n*  oira'r- 


'■  ■    »J- 

I  lUfiii,  40. 
NoiL.  .iLin,  l^>Ttl  4(«iienU  Ib  Ii*' 

land,  diii|>Iac«meat  And  dwaUiof.l, 

317.  apt 

.N..  ■■■-■■-     .         ■      -rt*. 

Xonliainpton.    t,onl    n«Drw  V^mtrd, 

'"  —  rird  H«rl  of,  ,1  '    ■      -     ! 

<   ''.-nt  widi  Ju- 

■■    f  .    IPl;   .!    ! 

,  W 

■"         ,  .      .1   • 

I'lirliniiicui,  and    ni'tivr  n 
nicanf  to  inii>rii%'i>  th«   rr\  . 


cm l!_. 


I 
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of  PRri!»mpnt  u  ft  penMtruI  vjclerv, 
ii.,  I'tN;  ullf-^jiitinnft  iijniiiii«L  ftiul  cnti- 
rxmiiig  bill)  in  <-(>tin«>clioii  wllhttvrr- 
blirvii  miirdrr.  Km,  no,  III,  118, 
11(1.  UB.  1211,  lao, 

Nortbtuiitwrlmul,  H.  Pin\-y.  E«rl  of. 
a  cimli'lriituil  (iirrc»iM>iiili;iit  with 
Jamo  hrfnn  his  kri'<Miiin,  i.,  401; 
lvtt«r  In  bim  fnxn  lincon,  witb  clnirt 
of  PmcUinntiud  on  Jiitiie»'s  nci-c»- 
einn,  403:  onitl  lo  have  <li«|)utfU  tliu 
rit>lif  itf  lltf  C'liiiu-il  i<>  lift  iluririfT  lilt- 
Intrm-Kniini.  4llO;  k'fl  in  Ibu  BliBfliivr 
Uv  I  Wtl,  41.');  a  |Mitrni)  of  'i'homno 
llsrr'oi.  ttml  it<>w  prlumiT  in  ttie 
Tourer,  Itlti-lv  to  btip  ibo  "  Gr««t  lii- 
•I aural  toil, "'&^. 

KAtilitcbitiit.  Charier!!  Hnward,  Eart  of, 
Lvra  Ailiiiirnt,  wilm-tiHOf  K«»<>x'k  iti- 
Killl  fo  llic  gitt^-n,  i.,  '.'iSi  onr  >'f  llie 
C<'iiitni»»i.irn  ri  (o  lirar  llic  «  bnrcf* 
■C'  rtl  Vnrli    niiti-e,  'J-U, 

'roni  the  letter  (o  l^nl 
,  ,  ....  ii'iit ;  Au  iinrn-'nilcr  fur 
tl)«  1-jirl  nf  Hi>iil)i»ni|>tnii,  4IQ,  aofo. 

''  N'>%nm  OrunnHiH."  ptililtraltnii  nf, 
!i.,  pitliltKbivl  in  an  imptr- 

(• '  ')M:  a  tecum]  part  to 

Noy«,  W  .Kinut  •■<'(»t  tu  »f«rrh  llip  riT- 
or«1»  ill  ihw  Cowr  fur  pn't^lratH  ak 
lo  tiK-  (wHur  ikf  Ibr  Hi)it«e  of  Com- 
mune til  pMiiitb  ilrliotjuvuta  &)^iiist 
Cbn^lHte,  U.,  439. 

04TII  of  ihf  Jw1(?•^  II.,  4A5,  471:  of 
lb«  l.Aril  t.'litiiicf'llor,  Ilia  Lont  Treas- 
urer, lh«  t'rivy  r<jiiiifill«rf,  nml  tltv 
lt«n>n«  of  tbe  KxflH'i|iiur,  4^7. 

"OtworvatiDn*  iin  >  fJIwl,"  liy  Maron; 
incl<l«ncal  rrfemum  (ti,  t.,  32;  '»% 
ocTflainn  (iT"l  I'tiarmutcr,  07  i  ilite  of 

C..  K'. 

OIil'  'uphef  iif  Knicrh.  bif 

III-:  I  ini;    Caploin     KitiK'a 

tiarraliv«   ••/    Ualvifh'*  atleuipu    lu 

firapf,  H.,  301. 
Olrvr.'—    >■■■■■<■    ''   -  ,  M7. 
O'N  il  o(  Tvron*  t-. 

Oraii>;'\  runic  i  inallun,  I., 

Orimia,  in  (U«p<i<<  Npaiti  nnil 

IVr.ia,  il.,  51IU. 
Oalinntp,    Mr,    Treatarrr**     Kemcm- 

braiir«  in  th*-  ►•-'■' ■  -r---.' ■ 

of  HbiiMH  m  (' 
0%*er't'irr,  Wr    ' ' 

til.     .  ■  ■  ■   . 

I"ii  

At  lit-  F»n-«'ttii*Mi,  ami  pf4K4«^liiiUit 
a^iUKi   Wfntunrlh   niitt  otiivn  for 


in(erro|;;al!iif;  bim  im  Ibe  »<«flf>l{|, 
74-77;  »uinii)ary  i>i  iba  pvidi^nte  in 
»iip)Hiri  t>l  t)>v  ctiorge  agaiml  Ilia 
SomrrK'!*.  lirr   IIH. 

Owcii,  Sir  Ktxtr,  tiut«»  a(  a  ftperiJi  by. 
[.,  fl'Jll:  iipuri  un  "riiilortalii'r* '' 
bn)t)^hl  11)1  by  biiii,  !!.,  lilj  icur"!! 
urp-tl  by  himrclativB  lo  tbe  Ui'bitp 
III  Linniln'it  apvr^ll  hi  tlic  mlKT 
lIviiAe,  yH. 

OxfunI,  tbe  Karl  of,  ritftly  Mairil  by 
I^ily  llatti'ii  to  Itc  i'<>iitr>i<'(r<l  lu  bi-r 
iluiii:bter,  ii..  233,  attj.  ;  li-llcr  rrmii 
l^i-tiii  Id,  ilmirin^  lo  Im  reailintlt«il 
inlo  Oiv  Iliiu^f  iif  Liiinl«,  67ii> 

Packi}ect>tv.  L4i>t,  nioiher  of  Ha* 

ci>ii-«  wlfv,  i..  im. 
Ps<-kingu>n,  isjr  Jt>bD.   Hactni'*  wpil- 

ilii)^  illnner  al  Ibt  b>«lgtnin  of,  t., 

4)t4. 
T'liiMy,    Sir   William,    King    Jamra'a 

|by!«iciaij,  I..  MS- 
rAlfltinalv,  its  vulnerable  posttiod    i> 

37n ;    Inlerart.   of    Jaiiu'R    in, 

tlitcainrtfd    by  tlii^    Km|t<!r>i< 

rji«t-  ■■'    ■'.  '   '■   ■  .  ' 

aud  ' 

of   ^|_ 

Ibe  Km^  '.- 

of.  .VJ7-.  \ 

iitfiimu!  <}t,  : - ;.-> 

ilcfral  II/  FrrdrriL-k  at  ^ratt"'^  4u7  ] 
a  "  iNHiiiiH'riiitf  MnnV '*  rw*«ilY*^l   i.n, 

a  rounnl  -  f  '     n 

*«titn*(«  ni 
Kiaie*>  Oi> 

l*arll»m<'nt,  il'J ,  ^a.:<i  ol^  uml  i><^i 
»>f  army  iu  rfc'ivor,  rxplami-il  !■•  ibn 
(.'(immimii,  410;  jmbllt:  dwianiliuii 
niNitit  by  (bii  (iiuinimi  to  *up|Ktrl 
ibr  Kit'E  in  •  *»•■  f"'  r*.-.iv»irv  of 
(),o.  •  ■  ■  :    ■ '       ■'.-.'•. 

Kin 

Aml..i  ■- 

bit  rit.t>viK'4  (Acui'L  b^  ibu  iiui - 
riMCo,    6'M;    ImIIcV    of    tbw    (iiivcrn- 


War:. 

»rr    of,     Mti^i      ImU  irX      tbt^      Ijljfllab 

fnnN>ii  f4-«)t  |t>  krcp,  Titi",  Hi'i^ 

i>^» '  >    i.i...     I'..i. ,.1      It.tl 


IX    iif    Klisahvlb'* 

not  tliP,  1.,  43;  tbfl 

t  «ii<tii><ti>  ttt  M  (titin'*rnf  ffTMl  ft*  r* 

Uy  u^uiiii't  Ibuiu,  47ll. 
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U)f>  rwilt,  fil ;  ^n^iiitina  of  th«  Jud^t-^* 
Uki'n  «r>|)iinii»ly  nn  iIh>  <|iiagtiun 
nitirrhT   tl)r      "  I-    ire^wm, 

M  :  rnkc'i  r.ntly  that 

it  wait  iii»l),  ■'.  'H  t(i  1^  on 

wilb  lilt*  riLM:  ii^U>iLli:<tAiuliiiR,  &8; 
nfw  vlniciiiunii  lumU-  liv  I'vaLltmti, 
nnil  fiirllicr  exoiniiiutiuii  nf  liirti  hv 
tl)«  hifhop  of  ItAth  H&d  Wvlli,  &8; 
Iriwl    for    trc«»rtti    in    Somerw-Uliiri' 

and    cundciiiii.  *ful 

lil|rni|il    tn    I  '>-m: 

hi!*    iH'ii(t<iti'<'    I  hi* 

<]r«<lt  in  jnit:  uc  liMita  ul  puiiul&r 
■vni|uitl)v  lor  liiiii  at  tlif  Itmr,  (Ml. 

]*»«•  Cm  k.  KicliarJ,  N  inonvvcii  nika  an<l 
Miitnr,  li.,  4118. 

Tcrfjini.  Mr.,  hoinl*  drpo^tted  br  Ba- 
1-..H  wilh.  I,.  4H3. 

JVi'l.  Mr  ImiIktI,  (Wi  Bawjii'-i  "  lHt»(m- 
■  iliiii)  Ittiii  Itiii;:  lite  ('<)tll)ii1iil^  ami 
AKiccKtint-nt  itf  tli«  ijiw3  uf  Ent;- 
liiiil,"  ii-,  I7<'l. 

r«Diljrokc,  William.  KnrI  of,  l,nr<) 
CliamlMTilaiii.  ii.,  lUl:  rccoi»itirnitv<l 
liillir  I'rim-i*  Uy  t)n>  Kin-,' wlim  hv 
thoii^lit  lie  w  1  iitfiri- 

ber   M   llif    '  i  tier 

whca  Ilactm  _  ■    .    '.'■  in 

Ui<^irown  diiffii-K- 1  Im-  tiioUuii  llii!r«- 
iip4in,  441:  Iii-»  motion  cm  Itacon** 
Hr>t  liftti-riif  ■iibiiiton  •'  4"'-:  -v-iiiii.t 
nMiiiirlii;;  liiiii  tt>  i<  nnii, 

41*;  :  (iiir  ..''Ihf  ft. 11.  .1  rp- 

•     .  '■■••Bl  Xi'iil     Iriiiii     lUtMin, 

.     ill  iIk'  ilvljate  ud  Ba- 

i.iMIt,  M». 
I'i'tiniM^luit,  Cttptnin.  Ital^rtf)'*  I'anfvt* 
■iun  on   bf.in^  oonlronlitrl  wilh,  ii., 

;ur. 
I'l'iiKKHi,  HuvinV  in  arrcan,  ii.,  KASl 
of   1«''i  Ih"ii»nti;l   cr  thr'-^*  itimttiiml 


in  aiirunrii^  K4tX 

PiTiHtn,  Sir  W..  I,irt^I  VhM  Ilaraii,  Ono 
ci(  llip  <.'rMiinii««l«ii*r»  hi  Iwar  tKc 
i-liur»tri)     ajfttn*!     [Cm«oc    at    Vorfc 

II<>u>«r.  i.,  3u4,  rK>/<>. 
IVrntt,  8ir  J.,  tiiuvi*A  for  puljlit?  dccU* 
ration  t>f  n'adiii<'iM  lo  Miitf|r<>rt  a  war 

forOl"   l-nlAiiu^il..     ii..    r.l'.l. 

I'cciv  \\  ■  'icrwl,  Ii., 

IVM!  ■ 
I',  '    1^ 

Ml, 

iii.-.M    .1   r-4ii-.:ii.i.--,  ii;ii.->;:tli:d  iUi- 
K'Tof    ll>.<  Hull.,  i.,  UU. 

r'tn']t[M,  Sir  Tt'iltTt,  ■(H)|iorl"  molton 
(or  [itihllr  ilrrlaratiitii  i)f  rtaitintHm 
to  aupport  ft  war  (or  tb«  ncov*ry  of 


(he  ralallnRtc,  11..  510 1  am-pu  ili«i 
failure  to  nscomiiier  lli«  rnliiliiiali-. 

A4H>. 

Philip  If..  Kin^  nf  Hnain :  tiwrilimw 

of  ni-  Aniiiict.i.  i.,'T;{:  npiin-lii  ii>i)>rt 
of  /I  ■  '■  '     •■- 

int- 

Crt.i  '■•      :-       .'^  ■!      ' 

lo  Kiticiititl,  TAi  >«n(t»6U.(KHlen>wiia 
|i>  St*nllaii<l,  Hii;  iaiiOii'iUett  lit  lllu 
I^jifK  c<iti>|iiniry  atfojn.it  (jui>m 
Klirjilx'tli,  llitj  liitr  rvliu-rHiift;  I'mH- 
VlltiT"*   hi*"   piirflrif-.rtiinn    H    the   plri[, 

lai;    Kl  '  I.- 

•  Imtii*;,  I  ■  -i 

her  hy  ih .v, 

Ltil;  'di»rKM«(l  m  make  pracr  wiili 
Henry  Iv.  nt  Vrnnvr,  filR;  neffnti- 
alrn^'a  ti-         '  ■  "    "     --v. 

••ill:  i-oi 

Linak  uf  Ii-'  n 

thF  Itifitnin  »iut  I'l  iiiii:  (  hirli '^  Iti.'i; 
hi^  polirv  Willi   repir*!   to  tlip  I'liUti- 

natr,  JW';   hi"   nccfft  r-'ii" nn.iy 

to  tlif  KniiXTor,  WW;  1.  '' 

ihp  mnrrini.''',   W>7^  •'n  'i' 

b.'   I  ;      *  ■  .  t|>.ini^ 

th. 
I'liitii.  .  nT,  cm- 

itloVfl  t-y  U'ttlkifiijltHuk  •*it>l  I'JIWX, 
.,  54;   U'ttvT  frmii  Kicoti  tn,  Hi. 

"Fin' >■'•  •' •  ■    •  .  427. 

PtiilM  i.,.'l.  4;c'iiin- 

■wll  i.i>;   (hr    •tlldy 

of,  Ui;    Un.'iiHiii.,  i.riiicipal  noTwIiV 
and  f^nmi,  cbaraclvrittlc  fraturc  of. 
1M. 
PicksrhifT,  thf-  lair  Mr.,  puhlUhrr,  Uf- 
ler  nf  Itncon'*  rfimiiiniiic-atvrl  lu  ihu 
author  by,  i.,  497- 
i^ini'kucy,  a  nionvV-lcnder.  1).,  4i)4. 
I'imt-v,   ttntv  "poor  mycbrr*"  vailed 
oil  fur,  Afvur^in^  tD  llalrt;!), 

I  -    •irvic    (•>'■  fXfilinj;    Uie 

tzilitvti' f'i  AlhMia.  ).,  3-i;i. 

Pitt,  WllDniii.  d«bt*  Itf.  ii..  11-19. 

Pitia  v.,  I'oitu,  bull  of  .-xromnmnira- 
tinn  lit'ui'fl  at:miif>t  l''.lixal>«lli  bv,  \,, 
3,  MO'/,  44:  it-  |i<twi<rli>**n«>M,  1«. 

I'lfljruo  ill  l/>iiiU)ii,  il.,  tll.l. 

I'lavfrw,  hr.,  rri|,ii'sti-(l  by  Bar.tn 
la  lrat)*Ute  hin  "  .\<ivanr«^nirnt  ti( 
liCiimini;  "  liilo  Latin.  i.,4Wir  pfoba 
ble  cau*^"  nf  bii*  failum  In  «-i>in|>1''t«( 
ibo  tnin-bitI<-D  I  hla  ill  lixallh  ami 
■Icnlb.  i!fJ.  4l''l. 

ninv  Hi.'  Kl.Ur,  .I^ntli  "f,  it  ,  «90. 

n<ir«Iitic»*mliM..i  ■     ■  .  3711. 

IW,  Ibr  Knr!  of  >  .  ■  "kI^o. 

i-,  wa, 

l*nnr,  Act  for  (bo  tnliit  ol  the,  I.,  W7| 
thKOD  OD  lite  relief  of  tbo,  AM. 
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Pttpc 


Aioxuider,  on  BuaDi  tl.,  QMt 


rjt|H>'a  illFjinnMitinD  np»(li^  in  thn  ne- 
p>li«ltuus  (or  the  SpftuUti  match, 
il..  ItKl. 

|V.]ilinin    (Oliii^f  tluMiva),  una    nf    llic 

■c.«        '■  ■■  ■ -"    ' 

»».-(' 
flu  . 

|{uu^e.  Oil ;  V\  iiUh'iiitftoik'T  ivc'xtut 
f^trx's  tmler?  willi  rr^rnnl  >u  liirn, 
324;  liin  Rvitlonci'  nl  tliw  trinl  i>f  V^- 
fVK,  i1:U;  iiilviiticiti  (if  ili«i  coufpini- 
loT"  11  <t'"t^iiiii;r  t'titt,  r)rj<l. 
I'oniK  1.1,  difpuled  bv 

/*<**{  "  ;ivl(i  Itorti  «tl«r 

KliiUilit'Ut  s  tu-idlti,  Uteir  nKturolixa- 
tJoii  r«i-ottiiiicii<luil,  i.,  4!>A  ;  biIvitw 
fi*eiinK  nf  Ihe  |r;;iiliiriin<,  4»7;  di4> 
linclioii  br-iwf>i>n  t|ii>ir  cnte  unf)  tliRi 
of  llic  nni<-  nnti,  oOU;  c-o-'c  of  th«, 
•nriiL'tl  t>efur<.'  all  lilt-  Jualifvs  in  tltv 
l'Jtr)u-(|iiiT  t1iniii)>t'r,  ami  decitloil  Ed 
Ihcir  faviir,  &24. 

PtwHtitmrr,  JmliclijuMlt*  of,  ■rJvingoiU 
of  a  voulttct  uf  jiiriMlictiun  between 
llt«  I'ourts  (if  I'hkiio-ry  nrKl  King's 
HviU'b.     flfe  tljariixTy.' 

(Vn^UK*.  captun:  nf  liy  thu  lta\'ar!an% 
liow  il  afI.Ttpil  ih«  (|tii<$iion  of  the 
rttnvcry  ■»(  (hi-  I'ftlaliiiitv,  ii..  4U7. 

PrtyiT  nr  iVtlm,  il..  4il7. 

•■rrc^chers."    Sf«  Non-ei'iirnrini^ln. 

Pr«rA^*ttvfi  In  ralftllon  to  M*in()|HiIiM, 
].,  •170;  pmcMflini;*  in  iliv  t'oininons 
tnrivliiii);  nr  treochirt;*  u|Hin  it,  !{8I>, 
381,  885,  Jmx  in  oolliKion  witli  privt- 
Ipjrw.  4lfi;  Kiii:.'-1mnf*'i  scntinieuti 
cuoMriiiiitr  it,  4A1:  Ct>kc  t-euc*  lo  bo 
its  clmrnitl'in.  482;  llu' old  <ll»)Hile, 
AOO;  cnnntiiiiiionni  wrApnns  uf,  ))., 
SU;  itri  n'lutiaii  ti>  I  he  romtnon  Law, 
400. 

Prie»t«  ftiid  RocuMiilD,  petition  for 
hvxtut  rxeciiliua  of  laws  againul,  It., 
423. 

Priest-'  Plot,  dwcnverv  of  (b#,  suil  dis- 
imimI   of   the   eliivir  Ovliiwinenli,  I., 

Privllcw.    8tt  nmaoh  nf  Privllfi^. 
^nvy  4.«aiirtllun«.   advica  tu  Vitlien 

ciint-eriiitij,',  il.,  IB!). 
"  I*Mn4:it:nv«     uiid     a<1ranrem«tit     of 

I,f«ming."     .Sr*  "  Ail%-anccmiti)t  of 

T,caniing." 
*'Pronia*of  Formnloriw  and  KK-ijan- 

cIm"  hcguii,  i.,  137,    1741   ni»t(>  in 

rcttrrriit};   tn   iba   uinlijjfultv   of   th« 

law*,  ;i..  Itl8. 
Prntwlani-^    nnioit   of    in   aupport    nf 

IllizNU''ih,  {.,  14;   lll4^i^  foars  ptored 


upnu  hv  K«M>«,  .100  t    Ibirii  iMtii 
in  IrolnU.  C'l' 

Pmtovtjiiil  I'iii 

trcn.lv  Iji'li*' 

e- -    • -n -..,    , 

1  ",  ti ,  iiiWi    ty  wli 


»l>r>'lmii>.'iit    ••!    Iti^- 

ItaruitV  irlariii  in  i 

l'j;i;  Ultarlr..  ul  Ut,    ;    ,,,-  - 

liitt:  (rutn  what  iitUcw  ralaed  u> 

Chain'^M-.r-lttf.,  ti  ,  M 
Purilapf. 
nalfil 
palhv- 

ili-j>uli-    WlHiuu    ilt»;ii    ' 
iiml.  429!   ttalnrt!   of    K  > 

nhjectioH   lo    •^ '■■"' 

ire  of  the  S[  r 

ii".  1'"1.      -'■■■ 


Im  iiiii.  t::. 

Pym,  .li'liii,  M.    P.,  fur   Tftviu 
*ftMt»  ot  tho  Cfnti-'cnoc,  ii., 

ILA1.K01I,  5m  ^CALTfcJt.  (HM 

in    HoiWB    of  Otuiirrr    -•    ■ 
uiit  (ft  favnr  and 
p>iwil  as  coMm'-ih 
ct'onectton  is  ■ 
1114,  lltS,  lli'i 
tJiiiH^it  tci  r- 
Ltnirli;ini.  21  < 

afTAirn:    iiBiil   i 

t     ,■     ■.■■ 


inci'Jciil  r'»nnn:lv>l   with    (im 


moTrd    fror: 


duct  Iff  hi» 
clino«l  ("  f 
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bv  WIriwooJ  to  brinit  m^xiin  a  runt- 

ure  with  SiMiiii,  ii.,  ^3 ;  liii  f«pli\-< 
11/  it)  tlie  T"W.tr,  38H  ;   liift  tliroe  re- 
Fi^-lM  pm[K)KAls  for  ait  expeilitiim  In 
rGuianK   in   .^niin'lt  "f  a  l'oM   mine, 
IS87:  tii*  f'Hinli  I"-  ■■'•k  ■ 

KmidP  iiol  Dcur  16  »  >  Itlo- 

iDitMiti  mvuplfn!.  'J.s.  .    -   ..(    hit 

[fr>mmi«ion.  2«rt;  U  warm-d   tw(or« 
fhi-    «!nr!i  t(r!i!    !>•■  !imM»  Ilia  life  on 
■  ..ih   will    l« 
-inn.    JSP; 
ti  .  .  "  (hull  1(0(1 

■  Ik>w4>iiI>(  lie  jinxiQ^  if  In)  lymUt  do  it 
1  |)a(iit>4>tiipl>'.  ■  'ii'l:  liii  viUBi;!:'.  tfli'i; 
'  (i-  ■  ..-'>.■■..-  '..  I  ..,■  ....  K"  VIII  is 
;■  tor 
1..  i:><  I  it) 

el^>.'>  .>  I'l^'.iL  li  <<l    III-  '.'■iiiiiiiii- 
ffmt    (onli    by    Uiiii^i^lt    in    liin 
Uia     [trobalilv    i>li)t-L-| 
05;    hit  arrivul    nl   IMriii- 
Hi,  «i>l  attrin[itn  tu  pwAp^^, 

...I  j.,  .1,.     r.... . , Miiiwi 

.  iiriU 
1  rj;«| 

ev  rjL  '  tf.  1  ■■  Im- 

iif  nliK'ti  -  I    xnti 

Lion  uf  ■  ^>]<    I  -  he 

Smil*.  liHt    tBe«  ii<r  Uitiiii    in,  .'HNt; 

Knnol  bo  "dmwn  in  (pieslion  jtidi- 

BriAllr  "  for  «  n»rw  crira*,  bwiiig  «t- 

liUintfil  o(  l)i);li  irr«*un  :  biit   la  fur- 

nalljr  rliaruml  wllb  In*  Intv  nlToiiiirs 

I  iho  i^niini»ionora,  •nd  ht-'Ard 

own   ilefcnv.  IKRti    rectKe* 

I  to  prmmfi;  tur  iloatb.  3IU:  bin 

clitivinr  unif  aiNHHli  uti   thi'  K-AlTiild, 

ill  hi"  rvlatSciiB  with  ami  buliavior 

imiis  '^l4<  iulcnlion  of  hi«  ex- 

Hnilrrci'*"*)  by  bii  fol- 

,  J38l  hi*  rMrnjiUmti  tlim  Ibc 

jnm  of  111-  I.  iio- 

tiniveil  bv  III'  imIIv 

ftWHiKib'---  tl>e 

%ili  ItLl!      Ill    .411    HL't    of 

iirltv  tif  \\te  |>ri>j' 
.  .  .<  i  I   lu   H    pnipnftal 
XWA't*!   bv  .Mr  lliiniphrvr  Cilltfrt   to 
f'Qiif^H    f'l I ^ db"' It     wb •'■?!    Kaltf^li    i« 
■HO,    m>l<; 
■  xcoutu-n, 

ili*|iitiii    u.U)uL   Ut.i    utiiUTiAl   f»c<ii: 

3utr*(inn  <>nlr  wiml  iiuiiitbrnriit  was  ( 
ii»  I.I  rtcti.  viliiib  .'■f  ■■■■I-    I- t  I 

rtimmilliii  T    n>C"l' 
l|n>f-nt..'<l     P>v    Hl». 


lUwUy,    l>t.    NVtlli4»i.   Ii4>.vii  >  LliMr>- 
U'n,  i-.t>;  on  Sir  X)c)ltjla»  llai-iiii'a 


le*laiitvntary  intentton*  lowiml  tits 
Aitii  Kram-i*,  10;  uri  Bacon'*  att|Hiui(> 
tnc^iil  an  Qitt'tin'n  (.'oiintvl  F.xirixinh- 
nturv,  ^5,  bW*  ;  t'tliliir  f>f  Huron'* 
WorU^.  2i:..  2IS.  llfWi,  atirt.  -Uli; 
»vi  i.(  Itocon**  iKVtininry 

di'''  lii->fall.  ntOi  |it>4«j;o 

oil    (>■     ;- .  L   .{<ii>u-<t   a*  bu,  (Il6, 

nutf  ;  anrrtlob-  rclaliinj  lo  iho  \"om- 
puxiliuo  o(  IliL-  "  Sylva  Sylvnfuw," 
til):  inxiiinraiiiluni  in  hi*  Lumintin- 
pla4.'i.-bii<ik  »(  Uiii-iiirt  rn'itiiitli  i>ii  ilie 
Rcnlcitcr  aifaiiiRt  biin-i'U,  tl^'2 :  nn 
tho  wuTtM  of  Uncon'n  kiKiwludKB, 
tiW:  on  \\\a  UK-thmt  <>(  •imlv.  041; 
on  hla  car«  of  \u*  tiwiltti,  tiil{  Itb 
oplnltfoor  bim,  *\&i 

\ifM\M\  of  thr  Nnnb,  I.,  44. 

lifouHaiilx.  aL-lixii  uf  IWlUoiciit  rc- 
;;iir<liii|',  li.,  4±1. 

'*  IColarpiliii  I*tiilom|ihiaruiii."  plevt 
hv  Buctin  no  rnllcil.  i..  hW. 

\tK(frpi>\   m  rn"t«  of  pctitimi*  for  nat- 

emf.    ii.,  42»(;  t-'     ■ -    "f    Inna 

Alid  Ak-tutiiMi^.  :  <  »fc<tll- 

Init  Ihcni  to  ail  i  .  Ioimc  of 

('ommon^  fi»r  a'l.'i-  ;;r».-ii  (n  the 
Kiti^,  430;  why  nut  iiainr<il  at  llie 
Cunlvrvuce  with  llie  l.(inl>,  4$IJ  ; 
i)tni»>i<)n  Mipptiril  al  a  ftri-nml  <><>»' 
frrenftf,  43tt(  tiffcr  nf  [tacnn  and 
MonlAiifu  to  jnftify  (h'"  ■  ■■  r— -t'r-., 
M  the  f*nntor  itiiiD.viit.  .  *- 

aion  i)f  thr  ruIcA  <i(  tbt  >-*', 

440, 

Rctit^xiA  oiaritfn,  Uacon't  ndvic*  (o 
Vlllitfm  nilh  rvpinlto.  II..  IK. 

lt<^inu*at,  AI.  (_'tiarlr»  dn,  nn  th« 
"  itri'aliic'i  "  of  Ilaron.  (i.,  863. 

Uvntirtera  of  tliB  l^w  C'ourla.  8lt 
Law*. 

ILr  port  III  i;>  )tn  rvtiulnr  ayiiiinn  of.  \u 
KliaaMb'*  day^.  i.,  3(0. 

"  r{««fK)n>>ii>  nd  wlicium  K«i(lnar  An- 
fiUio,"  i .  Oi. 

Kcviifll.  Sirtifurgn.  hi* t^rcAt diamond, 
li.,  -Iilit.  4tiR. 

RiHi,  Sir  I?  '  "  J-  5.W,  affl.  945; 
one    of    !'■  i"r«   tn    whom 

letter*  of  .1  ii  were  jfraiit- 

oil,  Oil 
Ktchitrd  II..  p«nil1M  drawn  by  Ollv«r 

JM.    John    bflHrcn   Jatnin  1.    and, 

li.,  01. 
I{(who*twr,  l-krl  of.    Sti  Carr. 
)'•<''     Mr..   Baron'i    iioif^Ubor  «t    HU 
>n».  iJ.,4Uil. 
I.     |j»dr.    mothur    ot     8tr    T, 

Hi-btiv.  i..  •W'li.  «i»rf#. 
UtikMilU'Sir  W  ,    l^rd  Oflpntf  la  I  fa- 

land.  i.  41T.  ^lO- 
Uiiwt*ll,    Thumat.  oDfajjcd    Itl    rvprrt> 

mfiiiU    fur    »u|>arailn|C    iLUvicr   Umn 
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IXDKX. 


iIm   Irsit   era'.    EUron's  motive*  for 
nilth  ntifli;  !»''*  ariiitaiiilsin'r.  t..  Trjl. 
Ku>  •'''•■*■ 

Hut'  .'-"-'I 

pij       -  .      ''■  ■   'iiie 

ttii|<irw-<l    OM    lor   4'oii)|ilrt'tly   in   Ihe 
|.|(M,  •TU;  vfiRngiMj  hi  iwo  ()U«rTots, 

8.tnGViu.K,  Sir  EbWAiin.  aftorwanli 
K*rl  of  I>iif««t,  lii«  dMri  with  T«nl 
Kru<<>.  i.,  705;  IihI^ia  l^.lr  Htttian, 
jl.,  'i:irt;  tii*  iti'-iiuit  in  ttin  Tint  dt>- 
balp  on  Mi>nn|i<ili«M,  iitt-  Itjic'in't 
beqapi4  to,  4'.Ht|  upon  tUmn'*  di^- 
ac:neincnt  witli  Rnrkin^harn,  Miii 
hcAils  for  A  >|>^^li  to  bt!  mad*  by 
biiii.  D89. 

Biiillwr,  Mr«.  Amu*,  ilflughtiir  of  Sir 
tjlwtinl  C'nkf .  ii.,  Iftll. 

Saiiil  AUmiik,  Ilamii  rttnMn  nii<nihf<r 
fitr  in  llii-  lrtI4  I'lirlimnpiii,  i'l-,  IV; 
crtiiiM  Vi*t:outn  .if,  41  (. 

Saint  Altuirm.  I.ai)v  tHar.iii's  wifs),  t., 
488:  brt(ii«<<t  to,  li.,  466;  titmra 
Uactin'e  «li*|ilcii'-tir«  fi.ir  caum!  not 
known,  >)17 

Sulnt  Ji'liii,  Mr.  .1.  A.,  authur  of  a 
t.iTr  itf  Ftali-irti,  hi'  ■'[M.-ciiUtmn*  u  tn 
ihe  wmt  liixtury  nf  !<ir  T.  Wt|»on'« 
Htii|ilormfiii  BA*  K()l(>h'h'«  keeper, 
it.,  JlU;  g>ve»  »nin(?  p«r(leiiUn  of 
Rali*fCti'«  tnjil  hvfore  ihc  t.4>itiniin- 
tlfviifr".    fp^m    '\    ^y'-iivt\\    t(i-«pttrh, 

Ji- 
ll. 

ufi«  whtcli  hu  vuulii  not  tmvE  tittvreil, 

mikIi!'  I>v  Sir  Kurn|>tirer  Uilb«rl  to 
Quccii  KtiAftlivt]],  wbirli  be  Uelwvu 
Ualft;h  cirrw  up,  34(1,  note. 
Baiat  J-^Iiti,  Olivur  I  Mfcoii.l  Ktti  of  John 
Si.  Juhii,  of  Lvdinnl  TrMpM-c), 
wril»  til  tin?  Utayor  nf  Marll)uriiiii(h 
diuMMiliiig  i-ontr)liuliuu4  lo  lhf>  Be- 
om'ulviKTP,  ii.,  61:  brought  before 
IIm  Star  rhnniWr,  ana  Mntviitsi 
mshVI   of  UtiD   aud  imprwoiimuiit. 

Stint  John,  Sir  Olivier,  l»ril  Snmonx'i 

COinfiiillin)  li>  thu  ruMmty  iif,  ii.,  T^; 

Saint  L.awn'iue,  Sir  C'hrt«lo|)hvri  oiur- 
(Itif  tif  Lord  iirvY  irf  Wlllon  volun- 

ttfxrvii  by,  i.,  arft. 

Haitil  l<*^r,  I'Mfiiaiti,  Sir  VVarham, 
ri»nf'-*^inn  "f   Kiilvicb  oo  bciiiir  ctm- 

fr  ■  i .  :iir. 

Sail  I  iiii*<h  South  Amt'ricai) 

Ml  :  :.<ltt'd   ami    micWi-iI    by 

l{at*'i:lt>  iiivii,  ii.,  ittH.   (nii 

BaJi-burv,  Earl  nf.     tirr  t_vul. 


I  Saliiburv,  WiHinti* 
I      mntnbntloii  to  ili 
441- 


Saiidt,  Lonl,  line  imitowd  on   foi 

r..|ii|41i  i[V   111   l^M■x'•   l.Iiit,   i..  fl 


hii  report  of  Um  Coii) 
hit  iU)f>;^«tioii  of  a  i- 
httwfrcn  Kiulauil  an 
Ml;  raport*  (he  part  ' 
anatfcb  reUli&i;  In  "  > 
Ml  I  n\iuTia  (rum  lli< 
tee  Saltilmrr'*  aiiMWi 
oOer  'f   -i.-.  ...... V    ■■- 

Imv. 

liWPli 


ivan  W 


U\Un.  ,.,H 

in  r^irli'ioK-iti,  ti'Ht. 
Saiid.i^  Sir  Eilwiii,  M.  p., 
inriit    aicaiiiat    a    prrinattiril 
fur  .Supply,  i)..  iUi    bis    vf^cvrt 

brin^tfiS  lip  thf   f>.T><Ti    '■»    Itti 

tioii*.  . 

Im  t.t 

of   I.  ,. 

MdUnf^  H'A;  iimvi" 

i)dfnl>  a«  to  thi- 

lure  of  thv  HouAc 

hik  part  at   the  C'-<iii   r<  in  <    .«  d, 

.    Sir    Mdi!».   M.    v.,   retu 
liai-oti   fur  I'amlirMuv  I'rtii 

....  la. 

;>HuiU»,  8ir  8aniad,  U.  I'.. 
Kiiig'd    letter    lo    tho    Sn 

:J4. 
"Sflpi.<niia    Vateram,    Ue,*' 

l'<-f>lt.  i,.  Min. 


'i 


>  ™..rl(  uf 

Savny    ami    Spam,   i)uarnr|    ttelw 

invAh'c?  .laowft  in  a  acv  netpotl*' 

ii .  I'Jf). 
Sava    and    Heal.      \^1lllam      t'iMn 

bjiron,  yii  "inf  nf  flm   CniTittiitti*! 

four  for  I'v  Ii 

|tg«.I|at     Kl'  K1 

nn  K^icod'-  1  * 

4B7:  In  favi^r   v\ 
aimw^r  the  chari  ' 
ill  favor  <r    ' 

Scatcilr  iif  11 

i.f   nil    «;h' 

ml,  J    r,j!    t 

-,- toibuGomm 

S^iitlandi  inlriBiid   u(    It*   - 
I'liilipof  dpaiD,l.,OW;  Vi 
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RnplAnit,  427  j  oimnivnrpmi'nt  nf  |ito- 
r'Nst I !■}.•>  lit  farlinttivnt  ii'tuMvii  rnth^ 
r  ■    '  ,   .i|>fHr(iitiiii'ii!      "    r      , 

I  lix   upon    t 

I  if    llic    Oni.i 

•i'i.i ;  (frifj.i;  lo  the  Jtcpfirt  [.niiwrid 
In  IIhi-oii,  but  ullcrril,  4(llt:  drhjitt:* 
unit  I irtK'vi filing*  nn  llir  tiiluniliia* 
lion  »f  l^-dtt-liiiK'n  in  Knglind.  4D5. 
««v^. ;  rjUKalicn   wlirllirr  r^'r*nn«    Ixifu 

ill         .  ■    "'     "" '  wen* 

:l|l<l 

,1  ■■■  ,   i.;x- 

■  '  ii:-*.',  ^2i,   >'>«i;    Ikicri- 

(I  -  iif  tmulil^  frnin>  <>  " 

,>4      ■  i    ■ 

Smti,  Ktcfium.  n  «nitnr,  li.,  40A. 
(Viitt,    Sir    W  «li*r,    points  o(  re««m- 

1'  I  ^;iril    to   ttialuiliL-^  train 

"  liiu-nn  culTtfml,  1.,  fUO; 

'■  lu     fall     lulnp    Nftrr 

'II'  >, 

Svi  •  .if  I'ortQBvl,  propOKs 

ii.  ..........  ;..  titnil,  i..  0. 

*'NHrI."  Iliif    Icnti,  bow  uee<1   in   \hh 

iM^k.  i  ,  I«.  m>lt. 
Scri,  i-'iicu  incoiidlplciit  with 

11.  IftK. 

Bcfi  I   iificr  ttaniihiiipnt,  ii., 

r>-B. 
Ki-wanrii    "  An<v«l»itC!»,"    Monumental 

lu^H|tlinn  printiril  in,  i.,  iRU. 
tihMkMjrnni'^rJeKTiiitii'n  of  tlic  Thuno 

nf    ('nw<l')r'«   «(<'«ih    •'•>(Tt|iitfr<f    wilh 

.!■ -1 

ftliii  'iirtiTifi(ori'» 

ill  "Mitt^    ibn 

t'n.l.M I  ..{    litU.    •;.,  Jil:  Mid  to 

liiive    bt-tin   lli«  writer  of  fVir  Lewln 

I*IiiHpv"»  *•  I*"'." ■    -t?" 

Shpillehf.  \jm\.  iVMnmlt- 

|(H>a  nf    foil*    f,  ■■■!  ttf  fvi- 

.1-  ■     -.     Ilia 


ilifpoTvrf  o(  ilie  Guopowdor  Plott 


iient  in 

'  ItllAIII, 


tniitiiiil  IW-M. 
Slivrliitrn,   Mr.. 


t*lt|lli>lll  ;{  I  ok  A  Ml  N.-Wttlitr^.-l, 'ii7. 

iHiLrlfy,    Sir    Tti(im>Jt,    51.  I'..  iirn-«t>'tl 
for  (l«l>t  nii<)  >rltl  In  •''-    •'     ■     '  ■  ■  ' 
Ihk  to  A  ili«pg(«>   ri- 
Ihnritvnf  the  llniia.    . 
Ali».    ' 
(hrcwtliiiiy,  Rarl  of,  una  of  tlip   C'liii 
^  tniHiotwf*  nn  the   «lur|>i*  •m»*»i 
""       t,  t..  2W4,  lotr ;   oti   ihn  ii)l*r*tl 
npcr  at    Itm   t'nmmiina    ultur  llii* 


Shutr.,  Mr.  ''     '■ 

thp  i-jiDKi' 

4M:    of  In. 
^i.ln*'V.  Sir  I'liiiij.,  i.,  i.1. 
fSkiimrr.  Mr  Vincciu,  l-:xi-his|u>rc(fflca 

]\nUl   tty,  ■•,  BlUi    ildcuii'ii    l(r|(»r  of 

"»xpo«tiil)iti»n  to  liiiii,"  AIT. 
Sintt)).  TIiuiiiuM,  SlirrtfT  of  Loniloa,  liow 

far  inifillrjilwl  In  I'>m<s>  Irvaaan.  i  . 

.113;  nllrewl  hv  Yj^-^hx  to  In;  privy  to 

-n  ,■  ,  -  ^  ti  ,,.  .,,  I.,  aoD,  ' 
>     :  I  ■  i.i'-,  ii.,  aoo. 

If,  ij.,*08. 
I     il.       A'm      Flcminif, 

^  11  '  •  <iiiiii>:m  oi.    A««  Huwitnt, 

[  All'.'    1  r.iiivtrn. 

Si. tin  r .,  I    ).„r|  tif,     /*«■(.  r^rr. 

8»Mlliaini.t'tn.  n»nr>'  Wriorh«Icy,  l!l4rl 
<•!,  mntl«  Grnenil  of  ttip  llorta  liv 
lUwiL  oickiii*!  Ibc  Quirvii**  iMMii- 
muili.  but  Ui>[)ljirrd,  i..  Hbl;  lti< 
•Pconiil  (if  K*««x'<  coflaullAttiiii  triili 
bill.  'll'uni,    SC.t;     I>..'X 

C<llI;^  of    IllA    forlliii*'*    r<t 

him     '  I  .    2'iT:    m«h..t   i.f 

I>Tiiry    II..  I   ^»^il 

n«wx  (or   ■  .j.'r   .'f 

irnrda  botw. n  ......i    .-.■.. i  lirev, 

S30:  Ilia  i(n»wi*r  to  Iho  cliKn:.** 
a(piin>(  tilm.  'II?;  1ii»  Wlirt-i-ii.r  »l 
liU^ii..'    ■  *"  ■.       ■  ,. 

Willi  I  ■  ■  ■  ''i 

410;    (i^l.^tt.^'.l  (i.xii  ;l.u    I'.iAor,  tli; 

miirf*  Ruswer  to  IlAt-un's  fimt  lelii'r 

l„    If,.,   f  .-.•..  .■     J  a      -i.i.ii- ( 

r>iip  I 
•■^iii' 
cnn, 

or   ri 

WIOtiUdH     UlL'     i'l-Ui.'L'lt     iUi'UoU     I.JI     H 

mraan^tt,    4S1I ;    l|i>    |])<itl»ti«    tn    Dm 

tlwlulif  uti  Bu-oir*  puuiabtuviit,  Ml ; 

i-amploiiia  Dial    Itflfaii   Iiah   nut  bi^vn 

•4rii(   (n   iltf   Tiiwer,    5I(I|    lf.tt»r  t<i 

'■     '  i>,  JrMiriiif;  liini  io  /avor 

''itwltntnton  to  Ihe  IIoum 

.73. 

;v.4i[lLAiii|.Lou,   Thoitin.*.  Karl   nf,  I^nl 

Tn>aiun-r,    nlitry   r««p»cLiii{;  Ka(t<Kli 

'■■: '  '..htm,  i..  437. 

Of   ihf  Unilintr  on    tlm   ln>h 

r    nf    rronp*    from     '».,  KT-I;     l"".!- 


Uiiiuil    ul     1  lutliu    Mill).   U>,  i<*i    kwfi- 

[•ci««)d  uutl«rbunil  ilealinifB  bctwwii 


att 
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Soinerwt  and  ihc  SF>iiniih  Ambwua* 
diir.  83;  rich  nn'\  c-'U- '•\n\h-*,   in- 
f«n><iu«  in.  1' 
twtf  II  ttiL-l  i: 
ly*;  hor  fiii 

nvrnuon  in  llm  HcfUiv  ui  CouiUtuii* 
uid  titc  I\iritan9  a4;ntusl  auv  nili. 
nice  witti  lii-r.  l'.»7  ;  umj  mule  Iiy  Iwr 
Oivunitnoiii  'if  tliP  infonnaliDii  rr- 
Cetvrd  nt  llalrjih'ft  iTiifTii'- i    "^eiw-I:- 

(  lion,  3-iO;  die  pAr' 

'  lpt;U'»    artinit.    .1;: 
df-mAiid  liM  {>uti<-i<< 
view    riK    (jr>4t    iiriUkiH    lutil,    •'}6J , 
ch*r«ctcri)t<.^l  !)>•  Itacoii,   .'Wil;    sug- 
(•ests   to  Jnmr«   Ihe    oftii-*-    of   in«-" 

[lliitlur  Iw-tvrncii  (lu>  fHirtitut  in  tlie 
Itihi-iniiii  war,  370;  wUrrafil  by 
bU  conjwnl  Ui  thf  levy  of  voliin- 
lo*n«  «ii.i  the  IxiiTowiiii  nf  tnonev 
|i<r    riti;    ili'f«'n»r   nf   PnUlinitc,  JtPd; 

r  l(e(*TM  htm  in  belief  (hat  the  r«luti- 
Unit-  will  he  rcnportpd  uulil  itaiIv  Ki 
•ttftil.  '  ■■"■'  "'■-  -  ■■>  yi>{  op|in«i- 
tiuti  I  n,  lull  rrn- 

(IiTMi  'hf  King's 

jirwt-c'ii:!;;-.  wJi  .  '■.  Uav 

III   Iw  tnnit^   lu    '  r*£il: 

iiHtprmioii  <i(,  II"  rvcuv- 

rrr  nf  tli«  I'xttLliuiite,  bvi  ;  visit  of 
tb«  rriiiof  flii.l  hiifkiagham  to.  Wi7; 
Tifrwr*  of  ihi>  Houov  of  Comiiionc 
RCRrOiri);.  378 ;  uutw  fur  apcecli 
CuiiL'oriiing  wu  wiDi.  &84:  treAtiw 
Willi  (ItfUrc'l  nt  All  ■•lid,  590;  is^ut'^ 
of  til*!  irar  willi,  of  liKir  iiittrvsE  lu 
Ihi'  nciv  Hou«o  of  CoiumoriN,  tKKt; 
ui)iu<'o>-K<^fiil  rxivilittoii  n^Ainst. 
015;  hiKkinffliaiti'B  Ktt4*nipt  to  pull 
(town  Ihc  nionurhy  nf.  (117.  '^e* 
<ii.li«,  Kv»«x.  I'hitip  II.  of  Spain. 
Hpal^lu.  Arelibiiiliop    iif.  Bftuuo'sNcw* 

ycnr**  K'ft  to.  I'm  Mi. 
Kpiini«)i  Arniiiili  ()\'4?rthty)Mrii,  !.,  3S. 
Sp.ini«li    mntrh,    imfiT<iiiil:iritv   nf    tfl*, 
i  .    IM  ;  prtipre**  ■'  '  con- 

I'.rhiii:;,  ii.,  3bb;  n  ;":neil 

hv  4V>nilom«r,  Willi  "ii'  r  i"  iicc«pl 
the  ciiiKlilirmi  whJoh    Iia'I   I>i>vii   tv 

i.,-t.ii  1..  r.re.  nrs;  i;k'iv  t.-i  t>,-  hr,-,- 


Bprncer,  Robert,  Lord,  on  one  of  IIib 
Cotnutltin!*  of  four  fur  Kxaiiiinitiiiii 
of  eviiiencc  KOlil>-^l  Ilncon.  ii  .  WJ; 
hi<  (tart  in  llic  debilc  ud  Ojiron'« 
ptinishmoiit.  510- 

H|i!n«la.  kotl'lvn  •1«*ceiii  of  upDa  (be 
i>MUiiiini»,  ii.,  aai. 

gmirw,  Kilwnrrl.  nm-jilrnfy  of,  i.,  ffW: 
Hscun'k  iKCKHut  nf  *l-,  i^'  * 


I  Stiinbotx^,  l«nl,  one  o(  lb«  Council  n- 

.■tf.i|  of.  j.,  2M. 
■i.niof  IUIrj;h'o 
cimutn;Uuu    wtlb  IJ>oUUuu'«  trM«Dfl, 
437. 
St«r    Cbwolier.    Bicnit      -—"-•-!    lo 
('lurkahip  nf,  i.,  41ii;  [  '  >'lo- 

iir^'tof'l-rk^.hip  "f,   ■  rk- 

tuti'in,    B<:vunlili;(    tii    I  ukc    «utl     Uk- 

con,  ^-l;  alxilition  of.  how  bn>u^l 

■  i.rin-       -V    '•'"■■■   I     -:i     »f. 

3"  -ti. 

liui  .    .    .Ml- 

micf   M  iUi   b;-   ,i^liu(.-iii*   LuLi-xiuiuf; 

C-cnjiorbn   <'«iiint,    HHS;   tleclmfsOou 

in,  rci'oiii'ii'  nil    1.  'il  I, 
StBtr  nntt  n  '*  iipe«ch 

flUvitin]*  UU, 

Stale   t.!ouiicu<"r*.     it.»toii  •  advice    to 

Villicrt   iu   tv;;ftrj  to  Uto  vltoicc  of , 

ii..  IM, 
Stm  i'  :  I    ,         irn- 


V»i'.                  .      . 

1.  fj 

"  ApotojfT." 

foranoiti      ■  ' 

■  1    lti<-  CXVII. 

827:   Kj: 

wilb  'v;ii 
StiiL.. 

lum 

<'tI«M    tif     biui, 
c 
•  ion  o(  IrelcnO 

Suli'. ..,  .1  jv  Nobility  aail  Cuua- 
ril  lor  UiQ  deieose  of  lh«  l^ikUtinate, 
ii.,  400. 

Sub-i.r  '  v,-r    on     in     JVbriiary. 

J'":'  >fi- :    nniiin>   of    tlio 

lli>  I   !.r.,[.M,..,l,  K7;    i—ull 

of  lU 


fcl.. 


■-'■'' ■- •    •      ■■'-;i'> 

gnitt  RiKil«  ^7^;  guc<ea'»  ituinkn  (or 
Ibe  SAiiiv  ail*!  r.^'e|tii»ii  nf  |li«  iiioin- 
bet^  Mfl:  fnili.        r   ■       "  ,,-,». 

curt  iii4iin.-r  frr  ;j. 

r--t    -,l,-,.tv    ,  .>B 

:Ji 

10 

lis 
t..  ■..»- 

RJ'l:  1., 

41J:  Mv  ,,T» 

1021   21.  .Mt 

nf   (tireu,  ■1; 

prfliit  (>!  .  .-  ul  lif.\f  OUS, 

^*Pf  •-■oil" 

HuSolk,     1 .....^fA,     r^rt    Af, 

Oml  CtmittbiM-tain  nnil  l^nl  Tr«a** 
urvr,    Uocon'a   ruUl-ion    \ot   !•*   VUj 
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notliin?  known  or  liim  u  t  Cnniwil- 

Irir.  n-il :  t'li*"  of  ihu  Cumii:tllt>r^  nho 
1-  i       .     ilie    knB»  V  ' 

.  ■."    ii,.    ai 

i>(  ilitf  lUH  l'afl<HiiK>nt,  •f'tt  tiiitotiHl 
itl  liu  •.-iiitii-ibiiLittu  to  tbc  BetU'vo- 
Wiut',  46:  uuv  ii[  tlie  l'iiuii<:il  ton- 
ci!riiF(l  in  ibu  onler  for  lurtnrint* 
Pr»<-tiaui,  60;  n  n-f'^rr''  f'lr  (Iii-  fwil- 
iM>r    i'(  liiiii,  4Ai;  tr  '    '  I'tiii^ 

llt.^..^,^  rint  I«n.  T  -n, 

4H7i  III    favnr   of    '■   .  ii   rti 

aukVFcr  llir  vtiar};i-.<  •<>  \'vt-un,  Hfi; 
c«tndi  [<)  I'Mrlimiieiit,  ItidUKti  nut  In 
<  :ouiidl,  till) ;  ihv  pviiil  (4  tut  diargti 
Ai^aih^l.  I):t6. 

SulVv  "M  itif  rnjhinn  in  Jtnur*'*  court 
I't  '      M^  the  ni«>iiKirv  of  Ktixa- 

'■■ 

8tii'  >»,  fomiiiittpefwr  repffdl 

ut.  uiuvvii  liv  Uftcoii,  i,,  CtT4. 

Supply,  <V>ttiiiH>iiii'  iirivitfj^d  In  mai- 
\en  of,  J.,  1)1  ;  it»|M]lii;_v  of  ciiUiiiu 
A  I'lirlinmriit  for  auiiply  only.  'JTil; 
liiim-  iif  t!ip  fV'TirnDfn  f"  rnl"  Siip- 
[.,  :.       ,  ,-.irin 

..I  .  ,r.-,l, 

■i;  ,  suii- 

|>ly  \t\  Sir  ImIjiIi  VVtnmioJ,  ii.,  ibj 
diir    Itxwl    for   (.-'inaiilrmlimi   tif  Iho 

•ubjifL't.    '*■     ■■'  -  r':/"  «llrnlpl  tOpft»Jl 

tliv    til  LTil,   'M  :   int>tjgt;n 

lo  \hv  '  .      Ill  idr  KiiiK,  cull' 

ccmint;,  juxI  it>  >'tl<-ct  im  the  leailrn 
of  Hid  |»pular  |mrty,  iM.     <S^e  Sa\t- 

Sattun,  Thoma*.  founder  nf  ilio  Clisr- 
l(T-)i«iu>i>,  i.,  04A:  [itoDii'*  •ii1vl<.-«  l<> 
lliR  Kinc  tuurhitii;  l>t->  cMiKo,  647; 
Inal  uf  lliK  It-^l  iiuiutl'-n  M»(l  Jiuljf- 
mni!  giveti  tlifTpiK),  tIM. 

Swril'-lt,  nrj^iil  I.  '■  J 

Syd^iihAm,  Sii 
't'cichAiR  atK'  ' 

to   have   MmcU   Utiwinru   Uwui,  it., 

5S. 
SyJiier,  Sir  Rnlwrl,  rerommenil^tl  br 

EftK   for   lite    \Viin)cnr<tiip    of  ttw 

('Kiqup  Pnrr«,  t  ,   If*?. 

"  -  inl- 


Si 


'lard«U4f«,  t.,^1,  4I<>. 


<itrd 


Taxatium,  rrvwlnjt  anstffy  oo  (hi 
iwjtii«trt  (II,  i.,  IH)  ;  iinnant  of  in 
RtiutWlh't  litnt*  an  romparod  with 
Jmiim-*'*.  411$.    Sff  ComtBim*.  Lords, 

Sulok'llvn. 

Tavtiif,   Sir  tlwhiy.   lil*   ctiurAt-ier  vf 

l«aw  (VimtirtiiiH,  li.,  066. 
**T«iD|iun»  I'artah  Maximus,"  i't  19* 


..  .„  »U 


Tenitou.  Archbi»hop.  -^n  Ih.  V\nyitn'% 
iraii^lttliuii  uf  tin:  "  AdMirit-Riumil  at 
),>-ariiiin,'."  I.,  i*.ti  ;  III*  lil>r»ry, /i'Jll; 
l>-t!pr  n\  ailvirv  lo  Villicntnol  (lotitrtil 
br,  ill  hi*  '^'A^connt  of  all  lli<  I,t)i-tl 
Ifcicon'*     Work*,"'    ii..    1B7;     #iU*r-» 

refrrviiM   to   III*    Bxlranw   poVarly, 

010, 
Trmiw*.     Sfe  Wanbhiji. 
'i1ii>lwnll.   HeyiK,  a  wlUiMa  in  Baoon'a 

rH«',  ii.,  4\Jt. 
Tlit'tiii-ttM'lofi.  (•ilatiiin  fmm,  i.,  6Tft. 
TIioiii'iikI  (Touiiiontt),   I'^rl  of.  i.,ftMt 

nt4r . 
Thurijo,  Sir  VCiMiam,  aoteaon  bbcwc. 

Ii.,  470. 
ThiiAim*.     fff  IV  Tl'tii. 
TllUf;*-,     tin      I    '  of,    n*onni< 

mritJrd    i  iv     l)at'>i>i,    li-i 

Tollin 

&JSh'..  A24,  H.>tt. 
Tnrliin;.     See  IVarhstn 

Towrr»on,    thu   m*      '    ■  T  >r 

Ihi?  rcu«litK'*s  ol  I  r 

tweiilv  fiilMJtliF-        .  ■■■r 

llie  I'lilnliliflti-,  ti.,  v;^). 

Towtinhviul'it  Niitvoof  DvhotM  ID  Klica- 
Uftli'd  Pnrtinmc-nis,  i-f-'-  ■•-  t-n-n 
i>r    rvrt>ri!itL'(>ii  III,    1.,  ", 

ftSl  i  liiN  ■n-'ition   tou' : 

TmJ"-.   Baron'h  rirwn  at  to  tlio  b«t 

inodo  for  ibe   cncoiirnKi^mcni  of,  ii., 

lO'i. 
Trajan,  Em(Mrur,  callfl  "  ^VAllflawfr  " 

by  CotMtantfnt-,  1.,  14B. 
TraTera,    tiia    NonHmufurmut     Irntler, 
_  \..    17. 

■  r]a  nf  exlnuclinf*  rvij«npe 
:    \.,  2U 
I  Kcmembrinccr     In     (he 

KAi:lii;i(urr.   pftK^ftrdtnt^   reUtlva   lo 

abiuiTD  111  Uic  ollii'B  uf.  i.,  97)1. 
Treaaurv,    fiaciMi'n    ailvir«    cnticcrnititc 

i1h>.  ii.,  SMt. 
Tnsrtvor,  .Sir-IiitiTi.  <t  «t)Hnr,  It.,  i»1i. 
Tmli,   NkIi  I  .  II  it 

Ixitwrcn  1 1 
Turks,    •Uuii  "iir 

apiiiiAt  tlte,  ii.,  'JkH. 
Tunier,    l>r.,    tnlil  Italfft'^    wbat  Ju** 

lice  Gawiiv  Mlilon  liiadeatb-bwl,  TI., 

310 
TuriirT,    Mr*  .    an    nr.Timp|l.-F   in   ttiu 

tii'i-  ■'fixiirc 

nl  I  t:I;  biir 

triiL  ,  . 

TwickontiNin,  irxiMi  nf  crnain  lArtda  al 
grantnl  Id  Uaccn  by  ilw  Cntwo,  L, 


m 


^atm 
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rrtitt,  ntiil  «(lenr»nl  rc- 

■Jl'i ;   III-  •  u- 

(vruit  i<>  liin 

with  I^nl  i... 

taller  of  ji^lvit-^'  t.i  KA^c^t  t.it  ll)i>  miU-  ! 

jrci,  'J'i3;  till  iMtnlfji).  'JJU;  Iim  vie-  I 

I 


ti 


lini«rii<utHl.  'Jt;S,  278  :    niport  ot  lu« 
^-Miifcrcitce  witli  8ir  William  Wnr-' " 
181  ;    ilk    am)*    in    ln:littiil    a^ 
%\'tr.»lte\U.   3T4 :    •lif-'nt    t^f    ti 

jsa  i><-  Sf... 
ibl*  oilft   ■') 

pi)liiv  ilvaltii,. 

Dull,  iKfii  ill  irt-uKuixtlru'  i-urre)>|nri)U- 

mite  Miih  Uie  l'»ti<c,  (1.,  m. 
TynHK'*  Mil),  mmI  lu  Im  guiH)  for  Snaiu, 

UlIjia.  /■   ''  i.mnl 

of  III.  I  .(or* 

till!  V  i  -  'r. 

ClalAft  |ilfiHlAtti.tt  1-1,  l<'tl  III  Utv  iiiati- 
iiitttn  if  Ifjintnvu,  ii.,  IttO. 

"I'M'terlukf-fs,"  Sir  tl.  Neville  and  Mm 
p«rly,  MO  ciillrtl,  ii.,  1:  exnt«nit>nt  in 


tJiviii,  17  i  if^il  uf  Cuuiuiillvr 
brouKht  lip,  1!> ,  |>njfMi9aI  tu  »n«)ile 
Ihi' l^jiiiiuittro  tn  ,---■-■■-■  '>-i- nn'ti, 
20;  u|ttN>»i.'il  !»r  H.i  iHtWKr 

^»nte(1,  il ;  rxcit'  ■  ■  <\  hy 

J>it  Hciirv  \ci  lilt 
thi-ir  crrrir  in    iiM. 
vote  ii(  »u[i[>ly  ftt   111 
of    llie  *e**iua,   34;    ilif>i>|i|Hiiiiliiiciii 
of  tlic  imtly  ai  I'liurt  llmt  liaii)  imunui 
to  niHlci*  UMi  uf   tliinn   for  tlioir  nwn 
|iuq-iic»,  lM>i  vrltntturtuf  uwa  ihey 
•liuiiM  Im-.   I'M). 

7iiiiiii  III  t'lt)(:)aii(1  ■n<i  Si'utlaiul.     8t« 

T*ntnn  of  l-«w»  ppno»«<i  by  Iktcun.  i., 

UtitMi,  Sir  lUary,  nioilon  |iropaMil  by, 
i.,  M. 

VAtftMriA,  in  disnote  between  Spkln 

oail  ttie  Moon,  tl.,  &80- 
VtUoline,  tbc.  put  io  depoiitf  ij.,  &88. 


Tine,  Sir  tlvarv,  m    WkMoi)'*  ttxeni- 

litMi,  ii.,  7n. 

4114;  cnuK«  betw««u  Kvuiirdiiv  AflJ, 

4U4. 


u.,  &il. 
Vsvawr,  Sir  I'buituu,  at  WoMou'e  ex- 

(  Si.  Unrij  ii..  &8fl. 
H'lfilieil    by    i^pAin,  i*., 
'.'?■  i" . 
V'lt^u  tif    lliH  Cninl,  lliiriin'**X''1u«win 
frtni),  ii.,  b\A;  pviiiMin   for  Uavo  to 
i-oii)t>    wltbin,  lUli;    wnmuit  for  Uie 
wtii*-,  540, 
^    ■::'!,  fulvtlniv.  ii.,  Ml. 

>i  »ii,  liflKiny  uf,  i-nntwrrMl  im  Illi* 
M.  ilu  W4. 

■  r. 

t*  Hiikc 

oi    I'.tt'kinitliRiu,    (lib  r«pi(l  Km   In 

rovnl    Uvur,    ii.,  7tf:  $ir  MimuHl* 

D'Lmc*'*    rvcullcc'ipti    : '    ' "H; 

convtiys  lu  Uiikttii   u  ,  lUe 

I'hiiiirrni'r'"    f'lniT,    -  '  .in 

Blio^n    I'  ini 

rmoni  <>i  4, 

laai   ml-  .  Ma- 

Cnu'a  forlUltr«,  ■  'fi 

KDtorit  ui    S-  .l« 

Ii"'"' («r 

tfd',  tri'Jt 


nl 


ln?i  »  ■  tiL     II  I-     II 

Villinns  l«l;  l 
Kcrprr,  *Ht;    )■ 


ttwiiMiv,  Willi 
vi<iiii!>    un    ra;.' 
WirTvu^'ii'lfiiii 
run  iiiHui  iit«-  -I  ' 
It*i-"n  "tl  llif  fi 

nil. 

(■!. 

tw 

let 

ItoCdtl.  t^i'J:  til. 

lUlton.  371:  h 


ila- 

III 

■  lit- 

• «;« 

.hn 
nl 
itb 

..4 
i.v 
^ti 

lli» 

':«. 
■m 
r'« 

i^a- 
i» 

..!i- 
'lU 

Ill- 
Hit 

..ly 
in 


favor  »(   Biiitor*,  win    iH' ■■<  lri>'|U«nt 
Alter  tlie  rwMtciliattun  ittan  before, 
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tJS;  uxuaI  farm  q(  nuth  Ivtteni  nn 
rnaMiit  to  nuppfMtf  iliat  iImt)'  mn 
incAnt  lo  iiiU-f  fere    witli  llic  0<iur»«  of 

iiintitr,  ^74;  nfuMs  tii  bv  lUkdu  U»nl 
IlLjtt    \i|".irah  in   »«tnlt-  n  .Msr<|uU, 
■; '  ■     ■ ;     i« 

!,..  --f«r- 

vutL-  to  itir  Uolii-iiiiMit  •|iitr4ti>>»,  '(77  ; 
FTpre'icuU  to  Bucoii  ihe  objcclinna  u> 
niuvinf;  tlio  KiitK  to  |;r«nl  liiio  tlir 
niakitijk;  <if  ft  lUruii,  iW;  lutur  (o 
Bi»''"ti  OH    tlif    Ki?f„''»    *ts-'^*-ti,   4^^; 

item 
t'    .  Ill  Ihr 

1  4..)tiii<tit"  !>•  Iiutt  u«  1mu>i  in  liiin, 
^-CJl  till  g-VKl  ottic<«n  will)  lli«  Kintf 
dciiwJ  Oy  IW-on  when  Hir  Uefcrtw. 
K«rv  Itireatriirt), -U.),  w'r  ,-  Aitpvulv^ 
lo  b>  UMcun  for  lu-lji  u|«oii  tli*  )ir-t 
rumor  tif  tho  i-liftTj;c  o(  t 
449:  delivoni  LUcuu's  lit 

Accrptmt;  liis  aubitiiMJim    m;A    uimt- 
in^  A   fonn«l    M-.Ti(eni-«i,  iMl ;  »pe«li» 
Against  tho  projiDMl  t't  briPK  liim  tu 
tbc  ilar,  187;  rvporti  hitii  to  Iw  "«u 
tick  tb*t  be  cannot  )iv»  If^nt;."  Ml ; 
Tvt«a  Bgainitt   thi-  '< 
propCMwd  bunubtn'  i . 
wby   be   UM   nol   ' 
Tnwer.  &I7,  anil  <*•'!>  ,  uro^ttiei  frum 
the  Kintc  u  wArTiiiit  Tur  litk  iliK-bwrcv 
(ruin  the  Txiver.  MS;  (nlU  uuJcrtUi' 
iiilluciicv   of    Ucuii    WilllaiiH,   fiSl  : 
obiaiH*  an  auillfiice  u(  tli*  Kini;  fur 
Mraui;-a,    t)<)3;    bcilili   oi^t    ' 
llacon  uf  a  partlon  ami  a  .  i 

r'liMun,   51Si   wnto"  til   . 
'  lk<^4    C>ffcil»C     Ul   l>4^Mu'-< 

N  -f  t»  sell   il.  M4  :  H'tili>h 

11 ,..!...  :jially,  aiiil  k^i*  Ita<-<>t<'n 

varratit  (or  lilMtrtjr  o(  iti«  V'tfrt^t- 
Hi^ii#«),    Tilfl ;   I>r(i>ir<t     Itrtiiiti   Id    ki>i 

It,   ■-■.■■      :  ,  M»- 

.^.  .io 

.     i.fvl 

iliL'   I'lukkidUiliu   ul      Lluu.   ilM^tllK  f'<- 

^ii^i.-«l  tiititBrlf  fur  an<)(b<  r,  1)71 ;  n< 
luniN  lu  Kn(*liii>l,  fi74  ;  is  ciimiiii*- 
aJixiril  h>  cx(>-ain  tu  tlic  Hourcn  th(* 
at»l»'^f  (hx  Hpiini>b  ni'untintjxti^,  .''W  ; 
.  ■■  lb.,- 
I  .iHl- 

I    LUii4r  XNll 
N  i   liuir,  1)10; 


bii  tn&iTi«B«  witb  Coke't  lUo^ilrr. 

VlDincn  of  LoniloD,  biiainewt  between 

them  ■i»t  the  French  incn'buitA,  il>f 

MO. 
Virtue    aittt    a    gracktua  giiTuniment, 

('otinftullur's  apttech  Tecomaieiidiiig, 

i.,  lb\. 

Waap,  Ult.,  jolnvt)  wilh  lUiriHt  ami 
Pcvloii  ill  tho  exARiiiuUion  ot  Stait- 
iW.  i.,  £}3. 

Waa<l,  Sir  William,  i..  AA- 

Walker,     .Sit     .lobii.     t u 

courM!     fur     tlvaliiiij  ii 

withuul  iiipildliiig  witi:  ' ->, 

ii.,  i31. 
Waliingforxl,   William    Knollv»,   Vta. 
couDt,  »ff.-<-»-  "•■I'    '■  irl  of  liaiibufV, 
in  favur  IW«»n  lo  ar>- 

•twrr   th''  ii>n'ufttu>D    in 

....  i-i><. 

Ju^ticf,  one  of  Cumioi*- 
'■■  bear  ihr  cbar^«a  a^in»t 
h»i,tx  at  Vurk  Houae,  i,,  'HH,  ntHf. 
Walpole,    Henry,  «xaminaltuiift   uf,  i., 

I'M, 
Walpole,  or  Walpoolt,  Rliliani,  ''tlial 

336. 
WaUiii;rl<"n>  ^*f  Fnuu-Ja.  known  lo 
•ympatbixc  witb  the  Nou>coiifi>riii- 
ialii,  i.,  18;  hia  iiitiTv*!  aoMrilt'tl  by 
ftarim,  21  ;  nbji'rt  uf  bi*  atirl  liaM- 
i»nu'"    li'lliT    tn    Pniitifl,  ^:   IrUiT  lo 

M-  I'rir'iv.  *.i:  tinit  uf   hi*  iImHi, 
i'if  I'l'irft'-ttT  «•  n  •tn'"*maii,  ftl. 


Ill  (ttti  .tUkk'itkii  i>l  ti  Aiautlti.ij  •kittiw 
3t<):  iinpriivviiirul  uf  llic  Iriali  hi 
tbi- art  ((I,  J4dj  |ii.'fi-i'  I-...-....,! 
pnfiH"'**^,  ii-t  b'l  I  111 

pjir)»   »(    Out   -.  rl  ; 

tbi  "  >i  (Il  >p.i(ii, 

ni-i  *l:  c-vu*ldura- 

ali'-:. 
WanUliiu    aiiU      Iuiiuikki     iinuin    nf 
Wardnliipi   brffiuiiiittc  lo  bit  l*lt  R« 
n   bnnli'n   and    ■"■■>■"-.•     ■      ->'-9: 
rvfrrrud  tn  a  <'  n- 

po«ili'^n    '"f    II  ttl 

Ullii  >if 

u..  .f 


4.;i 


t    iillltlK'IK,    'l-'l. 

Tillicrr,  8lr  John,  brother  of  lh«abav«, 
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'ijiiitj  I'ti'i,  t'-Hi 
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Wmrrn,  Sir  Wiiliain,  iTfKirl  from,  of 
ttilrvvn'w   null  Tvfiim',  i  ,  i9\ . 

Wii^^liT^  »nf\  Mi:ii«itre3,  Hi  I!  n;;uiiMl 
aUi«ei  in,  i-,  XT4- 

Wflduii,  Sir  Aiitltttny,  hbiil»rrof  Sir 
(*.  .Moiv'n  ii>  III  (lift  tit  vi«it  In  the 
Kiiii:.  ii-,  10^':  an  Nntlir.ritv  of  im 
vulur,  VJi  ;  nil  OI^^H'e|■  i.r  his  accouut 
of   UiUMii.  4(t^. 

Weiiiwiirtlt,  Sir  .lulin,  kI  XV'cutim**  ex- 
ci'Ution,  ii..  7(5:  hrnui;lit  before  tha 
Stnr  ChatntMr  far  c|ue»tionitig  tiitn, 
77. 

Wrntworlli,  Peter.  ».,  71,  T2. 

>Veiitwiirlli,  Thi>ma«,  U«ron,  aftcr- 
wanl!  Kurl  uf  ('li^vrliiiiil,  one  of  ttic 
Oiitnmtlli^c]*  <>r  (our  fi't  «xaiuiimtion 
nf  (•vtilfiic*-  A^ainiit  Unoin,  li..  4S'i: 
hl»  |Mirl  iu  the  ilvWtc  oa  Uacoii's 
niinl^imonf.  M0< 

Mcntwoali.  Iliimios.  U.  P^  I.,  4tM; 
re<:ouiuicada  a  coDcilluory  conrec, 
ii..  ao. 

\Vvii|>>ii,  RtctiNrd,  DHilor-kct'pcr  at  rh« 

Ton-vr,  tliv  victual  ihiIhuut  of  t^vcr- 
Imrv.  ii.,  "1  ;  Iiniii[;lit  up  ftir  trial: 
fttnmJM'oii'-  lii.i  Mil.-.-.iii,inlv  plrBils, 
7-4  ;    -  '-y  liia  n.- 

mark  :<  ■■'  flJcx,  and 

gri'«t    ■! i.i;      III*   r.v.-.  tirion  :     «t- 

tciin)t<  iiuidff  lo  force  m  r'miv^'wn 
(nfii)  liiiii  1)11  ttir  Kf«ITi>lil,  74;  liviik- 
liii  '* «  i-oitlliiiuil  i)i<^N»ii||i;cr"  Im!- 
Iw«t?ii  dim  ami  Uii*  l'<>itiilc»A.  111. 

WVxfiinl  I'laritatii)!!,  In-liin<l,  ii  ,  3ia. 

Wbarlmi.  Ledjr*  a  »uitor  and  vitne«.i 
In  Ilnron'* 'r«A«<,  \\„  493;  tot  In 
AViiiil   i  '  iircd  by,  IWO. 

Wliiit,    '  iifl  Ai:(|uaiatiince 

nf  (tiil, 

Wiiitijifl,  Juliii,  Arvl«bl»linn  nf  Can- 
I^rfilir^':  hii  tnalnifnl  nf  (he  Ncm- 
cnnfonnifil^,  i.,  IU ;  Itocnn'i  imie  tu 
hiiu.  with  draft  nf  letEvr  tD  M,  Cri- 
tuy,  41;  Lady  Bklmu'*  uptiiian  of 
faiin,  62;  our  nf  I  In.'  iJxiitmiHiaiMrti 
In  hear  the  c!ixn:i.-s  a^tainst  Eaaei 
at  Yqric  H'ln^t',  "J"-'*,  iwte. 

WdilitiB,  Mr.,  or  Dr.  writ  (d  prew 
Kraiiklin'*  fnnH'ienvc:  his  arcnutil 
tif  nlial  patiit«(t,  Ii.,  137. 

WitlUriuKtoa'a  vviilenco  agmioal  Eoaex, 
1..  ,m. 

WIKjiuIiam,  Sir.,  i.,  2-20,  itvU t  a5«o- 
cinttNt  with  B«'':nn  in  iniiiiin,'  iulo 
F.«»exV  coniiiiirafy,  317,  o.'fr." 

Will  mtde  liy  Huron  ■(  thi*  time  ol  his 
iui|t«acbnivnl,  ti.,  4CU, 

WiUiuino,  Mvan  {Bfli>rwarit9  Btnhiip  nf 
Lincdin,  ami  L^inl  Kt^ept•r),  advice 
of.  ti.,  h^\ ;  put*  olwtjK W  in  the  irity 
of  Uacnn'K  rrcfivinK  n  panlno,  Ml; 
waruB  buckiugliani  tD"niD<iiJlo  with 


no  utmiuD  fin*  die  ViMEMiM  . 

liaBa."51fi:  inl1u<;nc»  wilh  lltn 

uta. 

William*,  '^'  '  i>'>q  n(  Chun- 

tM-rlain'*  ',  nofr. 

WiJloughliv,  |.i.B..-.init-  in  l^arllament 

a^intt  dccrpp  iu  ea««  of   Wbanim 

and.  il..  630. 
Willou^libv.  Sir  Perpicnne,  gu(i6  tonb 

tit  &  dllrf,   i.,  Tl>ft, 

Wilintt,  Sir  Thoma^  kfvpirr  appointcil 
Ut  waicb  Kalc^  In  the  1'Dwrr.  bis 
innlnirtioTU,    ii..  S(U.  ami    lutlt :  ltl« 

rvjii    --.:.•  _,...,    ^f^_ 

J.  .'.  on 

of  , . 
WilM>u,  lli«    tiLjI'jnim,    in    ihr  laic."  r«- 

latltin*  between  Han>.iii  and  liit  wife, 

».,  917. 
Winch,    Sir   niiinnhrpy,   Lflrd    <1ilel 

JnsffcQ  of  IiTJand,  (-u'lo^iMd  by  Ba- 
con, ii,.3]7. 
Wioclictler,  ULabop  of.     St*  Amlrewoi, 

Hiii^n. 
Windtbank.  t,,  228. 
Wtti'l)M>r,  n\nf.  knigbts  of,  not  a  pne»- 

dful  tu  Ih!  Inltowcd.  i..  QM>. 
Wind»i>r,  t>Ban  n<«oa  £tiub«Ui*8  Uat 

liJDi'u,   j.,  398. 
WiowtMd,    ftir  Iial|)b, 

Ury,  ii.,  8;  neu  la 

Commi.n».    ^  : 

Mill     ' 

th.  1 

liii;;        .  

am  with  torture.  61  - 
rejiortji  Hi-Iwj'Si^e'*  fir,- 
to    ihB    dci'lCII    !■ 


tnailo   Sect«- 


r-.r 


,^lr 

■  'n 

!i- 
■id 


71;  «ai.l   I. 
(all  faiHiii  111 

t«Tt«icit  ;■! 

924:  ont 
nnd     bi<( 


lt:i 


t,ue 


(jiiFMi  to  ii«e  liiir  iiidu«Qcc  la  Loke'a 

betialf,    231:     convt^ys    to  Tilltcn 

t'i-»li«'r  a(.nl.,^f*  Bnil^'  '  ":r» 

in  the  matler  tif  Iu!i  -:  .  ir- 

rta;;i', 'J-il  ;  Iiis  ■piirr.  n, 

i:^i,  AM'i  '.( 

Ilia  Willi'  if- 

nisliM  (.'.A ■.-. 

by  he    rccnvctrn  hia   •  '; 

aci)itaiiiiml   wilh  tbr-   i  i--« 

L'niK-fniinft  rhe  -^        '  ■•t 
of ibv  I'ounrn. 


■I  : 

tn 

.^-7.i3a-.  ft  m(- 

liinii.  i'iU. 


part  lakfii   If 

lUkfdi'- 

erw  (itr  n 
Wiilii|Mile,  .....    J i  and  Ijuiy,  II., 

2»7. 
Wnllfy,  Rir  Johft,  pnrt  lakmi  in   «ub- 

fiidv  aitd  i-onfenacc  dabalM  l>v,  f., 

73,84. 


INDEX. 


707 


Wood,  HaKdalen.  wife  of  Sir  T.  Ed- 
rnundes,  data  oi  her  death,  ii.,  908, 
note. 

Wood,  Sir  Davie,  a  Keotleman  who 
bad  had  a  pereonaT  quarrel  with 
Orerbary,  treated  with  to  kill  him 
hy  assault,  ii.,  120. 

Worcester,  Edward  Somerset,  Earl  of, 
Lord  Pnvj  Seal,  one  of  the  Commi»- 
sioaers  to  bear  the  charges  against 
Eeiex  at  York  House,  i.,  294,  note: 
one  of  the  Coancillors  who  liKnea 
the  warrant  for  examiaiag  Peacham 
with  torture,  ii.,  50. 

Wolton,  Sir  Henry,  bis  Parallel,  I., 
355;  his  story  about  Anthony  Baoon 
and  the  Earl  of  Essex,  808. 

Wrenham,  cause  of  Fisher  and,  U., 
494. 

Wroth,  Mr.,  a  saitor,  il.,  495. 

Wroth,  Robert,  part  taken  in  debate  on 
conference  by,  f.,  81. 

TxLVKRTOK,  Hkmrt,  M.  P.,  hli  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Goodwio  case,  i.,  •49; 
won  from  the  opposite  pMly,678; 
appointed  Solicitor  General.  693;  of- 
fers to  contribute  £500  to  the  Oray's 
Inn  Maaqae,  704 ;  reportathe  King's 


speech  ID  Bacon's  absence,  ii.,  15; 
silent  in  the  debate  on  Im^itions, 
19;  one  of  the  examiners  of  Peacham 
under  torture,  51;  one  of  the  con- 
ductors of  Peacham's  final  examina- 
tion, 59;  the  charges  against  Coke 
eet    forth   by  him,  147;  ordered    to 

firosecute  Coke  in  the  Star  Chamber 
or  force  and  riot,  241;  Coke's  dangb- 
ter  committed  to  his  charge,  341 ; 
eCFecta  a  reconciliation  between  her 
parents,  S44;  meets  the  King  at  Cor- 
entry,  261;  his  report  to  Bacon  of  the 
•tateof  affairs  at  Court,  263;  a  ref- 
reee  for  the  patent  of  Ale-houses,  ^!7. 

Tong,  Holroan  and,  ii.,  493. 

York  House,  Bacon's  birthplace,  1.,  1; 
trial  of  Essex  at^  394;  Bacon's  re- 
lucunce  to  part  with,  644;  parcfaasa 
of  by  Cranfleld,  646. 

TouDg,  Ur.  John,  Bacon's  aerraot, 
beqaeatto,  Ii.,  466. 

ZoucH,  Lord,  one  of  the  Comminsloners 
to  hear  the  charges  against  Essex  at 
York  House,  1.,  294,  note;  one  of  the 
Commissioners  joined  with  Coke  for 
the  Investigation  of  Overborr's  mur- 
der, ii.,  72. 


